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Ffirl of Buckini'hauis' irc * - 

Enrl of (’ai y'f*»rt - _ _ - 

.R'"hl Flon. N’lfljolas VansiTt.irt 

^Vil'i^m H€'.n»v Frcmantif , Esq 

Sir 'A’lllMra Grant - ‘ - 

Sir Arthur P.iriroit - 

Sii Saiuut'l Rouiil'y - - . - 


- • ■ Prcsidint of the Council. 

- ■». i^rd HikIi Chanrcllor. 

- - Lor<l Pn\ y Seal. 

- ^ ~ First Lord of the Treasury (Prime Minister). 

- - Fij St Lord of the Admiralty. 

- Masfcr-£?encTaI oCthe Onlnancc. 

• - Secretary oi St^tc for the Hokie Department. 

- . ^ecr-tary of State for Forcicn Affairs- 

Secrctary of Stale for the Depailmen* of War anA 
' the Colonics. 

- - Lord Cl'irf Justice of the Court of King’s Bench. 

- - ( hancellor and Unnei-Trea^^rc^ of the Exchequci. 

- • (A Sca^ Vtitlibut aivOflice). e 

^Not of the CahhitU * 

- - pjcsident of th\. Board of Controul for the .Alfairs of 

India. ^ 

- • Chaneellor of of LnncftSter. 

Pres dent of the Board cf Tvadc. 

. * Sqcretarv at War. 

- Treasurer of the Navy. , 

^,lVjint/ayflriastcr-gcnerjl. 

^ Joint rostinastcr-gcficral. 

^ Stcrctarifs of the Tri^sury 
.. Master of the Roil-. 

- Attorncy-ficncral, 

- Solu'iior-Gcncral. 


'4^ 


FLhSOys IN THr MIKISTKY.OI* jri:l.4\p. 


Hi'S Gi.'irr- the Duke of nfdf'.i'd 

Rii;ht Hon. George Pon‘-onhv 
Ri,:ht Hon. WiMiaiu F.lhot - 
Right Hon. Sir John Newport 




Lord Lieutenant. 

Lor*l High‘<-*hai)rellor. 

Chief Sccietary. 

CluvuccSlor of fhe Exc<iequer. 




LIST OF .MINlfcTLR**, AS IT JsToap IN APKIL, 1 SO?"- 

Cabimt Minhiers. 


Farl Casnden - 

Lorn Kl.lon . . - 

F.H•I of Westmoreland- 
*Tu»k<* of Portland 
1/vrd -Mulgrave . - 

4'.arl of Chathatu 
Earl F»atiiiirst * * 

J.ord Hawk*--.hnrv 
Rii’it Hmii. 'r;<^*r-.’C Cann.r.^ 

■ Lord Cast lero.'isJi 


BigW 


^ 1A41.; 


»» 


. Spencer Perceval 

i 

( 


Rii'ht Hon. Rch'^rt Ssiuudq^s Dunuas 

JlfifTjTR Hon. Gc.ovge Rose 

Sif".^.'^TrrJS^■’^lP'MK y. Part. 
Lord.Cliarlts 

Bi^Iit liufr Chanes Kon? V - 
th'iii of f liirht'* Ut ^ 

Fa>^ ofViaadwicb * 
ilhatii Hyskisviri, F.sq. 
yun. Henry .Wyllcisloy 
Sir \^’dhanl.Grant - - - 

‘Sir Vi> «ry Gibhs • *• *- * <» 

' Sir Thomas Pionicr - 


Pu-sident of the Council. 

T ord High I'lianccMur. 

I.ord Pnvy Seal. 

First I.ord ni the Treacury (Prune Minister), 

First liOrdof tho Admiralty. 

Mastcr-gei.era’ of the Ordnance. 

VrctKlciit of the Bi^jrd ofTrade. 

SiMTctarv of .M;tfe|«>Wthc Htuuc Department. 
Secretary of.‘'tdtc*or Fon igii AfV.iirs 
^ Secretary of for tfce Dejiartiiient of War and 

the Colonic-.. • 

Chancr llor and Cndr r-'frcasuri r of the Fxrheqncr, 
audaUo('ha^cfUoro*Uio Duchy dfLaucastar. 

Kot of the Cabinet, , ^ 

Presjrl.Mitof the Boa<4kof Controul for the Affairs of 
India. 

- - * - Vioc-PrcMdigitof thcBoardofTradr, aodTrcasimf 

th ' Nu^t 

- » - .‘'ocrolarjj at 44'ar, 

^ Joint Paymastcrf^diifn 1. 


«• . 


c- 


( 


• • • 

• i m. 


Joint Po''tniastcr-gdncral. 

RtVretarics of tlx- Treasury. 

Master of the Bolls. 
Attorncy-<Tent ral. 
Sulu'itur-Gencral. • 


‘ • • PifllsiOXS IN TJIE MINISTRY OF lUI^LAXP. 

. * * • • 
DiiWcof R^hmond - - - -• - * Lord Tre\iten«nt. 

J.»>riPMrnncrs ...... LoriflViph t’h.aiiccllos. 

Sir .A' *hirr .WePesIcy ----- (.’hint Si c^etar>^ 

El^ht lion.,Johii Foster - •«'- • Chancvllor of the Elchcquer, 
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IX)R THE NEIE^ PMlJL^mETVT, • ^ • 

\f iiith met on the 2^dof Juncf Ij§07* 


iU)bot,rijrhthonrtural)le Tharles,, 
spraktT, O'.fnrtl L'niversity 
, iHiiiuurabiu 
viiiixisv-flliire 

Ai'tacKiitiiiy*, hon. J.» JH41uii'st 
Ailair. ‘ licit, Foiik Ifoi 
j\(Liin, William, Kiim.sR^^c 

i\ .‘ims,('1i!»vlc*/'cyimni 

Wilhmii, !'i»!iici*s 

n>:lit !io,.ourablc 
Jo’m, HilfV, llarw :cli • 

Aaar, Eman. re!i\, '^•lulbiiry 
Allan, Mcxaii- er, IWrw ick 
Aliliopo. visct, N .rthanijitOiv- 
shi.t' 

Amy w’R MtW's Fcti r, llcwilK'V 
A^m., Oc >1 ir«', * 

Atf»'ruil»cr, n^bt Itohoi^Wilc 
sir io’mi, barf ; An.^iutl’cr 
An'oine, William Ia-c, IVdl'orcl 

Arch ririftn-trl sliuc# 

Ashl)ni.(iiani/>'< o .sca R'mnicy 
As'»lcy,1uni.t’ii)|dt*v,l)oi'clit '•ter 
Astlcy, SIT .i. 11. hart ; Norfolk 
4uhiev, sir .1..bat t.; Al<l<*li\ft 7 rb 
^.‘il)inB;ron, 'I'lfoiiias^ ItMc^tcr 
iHir-iuzIi * * • 

VV., Catherlo^hsliirc 
Haijot, hon. , Castli* Kid'iti; 
Ra'^VM-ll, Wilhani, (.'loiimcli 
Itaj.he, l*\aii, Jlnstol ^ 
llnillii;, (icorge, juu., Reswick- 
vhir« 

]L'i'Jir, Petor, iun. 
llakci, .luhii, Cuntt rhury 
IknnjifvlCt:, irCliailcs W.ha^j 
l'v»tcr • 

ILiiikrs, |l»*nry, Corfc ^asfle 
rarhaiii .los. V . Stockhndge * ^ 
Baling, Alfsamh r,’r:uii3,on , 
Itaring,'r., t'Jii|i[>iiit; Wycombe 
Barlow, lUisli, I*cnibijA«/ 

Juivnr,'Ion, DuMnvh ■ ^ • 
Barix , Hilin, Max., ('a^s&•hir,c 
Bastard, lalinurifl, J)iirtiiK>i 4 h 
lLi‘‘ltir«l, .liihn Pol., I>cvon-^iiro 
liathnrsl.right hon. Chaiich 1>., 
BriAtol 

Beach. Mich.Hides, Ciicik ester 
r>cauniont, 'I’honias Ki^,iar^ 
^^h>rthiiinhf*rlanil • /' 
lUTkhml, William, lliridon 
iicniiitt, Uicliaiti Henry AU^?- 
amlcr, Kniiiskilleii 
Bcntiiiok, lord C., Ashhurton 
» Bciivon, Khdiard, WallingforU 
BiTtsfordjlord OtKirge Thomns, 
Londi}n<lciTysl)irc 
Bcrc-ford, John Claudius, Wa- 
*' trribrcl county 
Pcrkelcv, honourable ^iiorge 
L\a!AlicM, Ul'mccster county 


, Bernard, \iscotuit, Corkeshir^ 
ncj^iar<l, SciDpc, Alawcs 
BernardVJ'-, juH», King’s county. 
r,ci‘*rc, Allr'inarle, .Stamfuil • 
Be.v lekc, C d^’., W nchclscl ^ 
iJcKmloti, llolMji L M^'ddclxon, 
i‘nh gli boiough 
Binnjag, lord, (.'ockermouth 
Bla<‘kbnnie, .1., Lancashire * 

1 itoinn.s, Alc.athshirc 
Mo.idingto'i, Samuel, Tralee 
i'.oiul, wght ^hon. Nathanael, 
C’ufe Casile* • 

•Biiiiliam, licury, l>ei>miiistcr 
i'lootlc, i-ldv'iird V\ nlivaham, 
Xiwcast'e-undcr- Lyme 
■’VscaMCn, hon. ICdtv., 'j'niro 
Bouvenf, hon. B., Downtim 
Louieiic, honourable IiAitvard, 

N ■l•han^nton horongli 
Rfiu \“t, sir George, bart.; 

IVlafnirshnry • • 

BovIp, bird \isct., Corkecounty 
Brtul'hau, hon. A, C.. Honiton 
Prads'iau ,11 .Halilaiu»,liia(^ey 
’41iand, hoa. 'I'h., ikrtfordsffy.'* 
Biandl'tig., Charlc.s Juhi^ New- 
easi ic-npon-1 yjic 
Bj tell ic'k, hon. , Whitrhui^tli 
Bi tgdeii, Jamc-8, l.aunceston 
Brotike, 11. V., Oonegalshire 
BatHtko, lord, ick bomugh 
, Brow in*, Authoiiv, Heydon 
Browne, rigiithon. Dents, Mayo 
Browne, ls.Ha\vk.,Sndgcnorth 
Browiiluw, Wm., Arni.aghshire 
Binee, lord, Marlhuron 
loiller, l‘klward,*F.ast Loop 
Bulldt*, James, Fxeter 
Bnllrr, James, M>st Looe • 
Bullock, Johr>* Bssex 
Bujibury, sirT. C., SulTolk 

Bnrdett, sir Fran.,Jl)art.jiVist- 
minster • , * 

Burpliersh, lord, T.yme Regis 
Burrell, sir Charles Mcr., hart,; 

New Shorehaui 
Burton, Francis, Oxflfc'd cit*y 
%urton,h( 4 ti.F.Nalh.,Clareshire 
Butler, iioiu Chsules llai‘v«ood, 
MIknnny city • 

Butler,hoii.J ,KilkertiycouVty 
livng, (xcorge, Middlesex 
('alcraft, .loiiu, Boehester ^ 
Calciaft, sir C. T., M'arcljatn 
Calvert,.!., Hniilnezdun b||ruugh 
(*alvert, N., Herrf.ml bor«'itali 
Campbcil, Alev., Dumfen^lii^ « 
OimpbeU, Ari hi!*., Glasgow* 
Campbell, (tcorgc,* C’armor- 
llien borotuih, , 
jCaniplKlI, .1. .iwiT., Rotjisay 
< lord J.f Argyll'Shirc 


Capning. right hon. George, 
Hasting? * 

Canniyf, George, Slig'W>omugh 
Carew ng1ith'»u.li.Pt»le, Powey 
Carew, Kobert ShapltJMl,^Wex¬ 
ford eouflfy 

Curtwrigh*, Wijiam •Ral|ibf 
Northaniptftii county * 
Castiereagh, lortTvisct., Plj’^mp- 
toii Eurlc • • * 

• Cavendish, lord G.^. Hif Derby 

eofinty ^ 

Ca\^^i(lish, G.» H. Compton, 

• A^ie'biiry 

Cavcntlisli,VVm ,Derby liorough 
rhuplin, C., I.tucoln cannty • 
Clu’-^ement, ^liii, Wottton 

Cholniopdcley, Thoivas, Ches¬ 
ter comity • 

Chnic, B'm., Hqmptthtre 
Clancarty, carl of, Rye 
Ch ments, Henry John, Leitrim • 

• Clinton,W.H., Bornughtiridge * 
Clive, lord vi ronnt, Ludlow 
Clive, Henry, f.iuilow 

^■t»live, Wm., Bishop’s Castle 

eayl of. New Uoinnc^ 
('oehi^t, lord, Westminster 
Cochrane, h6u. G. A., Gram- 
])Ouiul 

Cot'hriine, Johnstone, hon. An¬ 
drew, Grampound 
Cockerel, Charles, Lcstwitlnri 
^ Cocksf lion. £dw. C .; Ryegate ^ 
Codn.igtxjii, Chris. Towkesbugy 
Cuk^, Daniel Arker, Notting- 
hain town ‘ , 

Coke, I-dward, Norfolk ^ 
Coke,*riios. William, Norfolk 
Colclouglv J*, Wevtord couiAy 
Cole, hon. Galb. f..,?'’ermiiuBgh 
f -oUpihoun, .'\rcliibMd^^Cnllcn 
Coinbr, liarv^ ('hris.,' I.jtiidon ’’ 
(b* 0 |.er, Fdw. 8., .'iiigo county 
('ornvralhs, hon. William, Eye 
c5teR, .lohn,.Shropshire 
Cottcrcll, sir John Geers;'bhrt.; 

Hereford.* oun\y ' ' 

Colton, Stapletbnf Nc<V 4 i#k • 
('owf er, E.Spcuccr, Hert- 

- ford»borongh , . 

Crcfie^ Tliomas, ThctforcT 
Ci’ifkclf, A1 l%S ^ps^fich 
Ciijips, Jost ph, Cir encester 
CroV.V J. AV., llStvnpatrick 
< uitis, sir AVm.. hart., I.ondon 
Dwnven, .lohn Chri%, CarMs3<^ ■ ’ 

• Cnrzon, hon. Robert,* Clitheroiv 

lion. John, Ctithcrow 
Cuthh(Lt,,J. K.^.tppldbjfc* * • 

l/:il\. rit'lil lioL^urablif Denis 
Bumcs, Galuuy couirty ** 
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Daly, James, Galway town 
Daoiell, R^lfth Allen, West l.ooe 
Dash wood, Sir llenr^ Watkiu, 
bart. i Woodsto<^ # 

Davcnpprfjr Davies,« Chester 
county * / ' 

Davies, R. Fi., Colchester 
i^awkins, Jsmcs, Chippenham * 
Dawson, Richard, Monaghan 
Deede, William, Hytlie 
Dennison, John, Minehead , 
Dent,*\John, I.anras^r borough 
Dick, Quinton, CarrioCyrgus 
Dickinson, Wm., SoVnersetshiie 
Dillon, bon. Henry Au&r., M:i>u 
Dlsbrowe, Edward*, Windsor 
Drnkt^ T. D/1'yrw bitt, Agmon- 
(fcshnm ^ 

Dui^dalc, Dug.Ntratford.Warwick 
.covnty 

Duigcran, Armagh borough*' 
Dundas, CharivBerks. • 
Dundas, honuutablc Charles , 

'Richmond , , 

Dundas, hon. Laurc'iice, Malton 
•Dundas,hou.K.,Edinburgh'- hue 
Duirdas, right l-un. William, 
Sullicrland-shire 
Dupre, -i^ines, Chirlipvter 
Eden,hon. \V. F. !■», WooUatork 
Egci ton J oh p, C hcsl or , 

F.liot, lion. William, Liskcarci 
Ellice, Wm , Great Oriinsby 
' Elliotf,right iiuuuui’ubleWiliiam, 
Pefcrborougli 

Ellis, C. R., ICact Grinstcad 
Ellison, Ru’ha'd, Lincoln < ity - *** 
Elphiiistoiie-Plcoping, _h<^*.* C., 
St'irlingshire 

Estcouii, T. Grim^ton, Devi7'-s 
Everett, Thomas, I.udgcT‘»Iiall 
Bu-'ton, earl of, Cainbiidgc 
UniviTsily 

*5yie, Anthony Hardolph, Kot- 
tinghain county <• 

Fa'iif, Hen»y* 

Fane, John, Ouford county. 
Parmer, Wm. M., Huntingdon 
Follow es; honr New ton, Aiido\cr 
Fcltowes, William Henry, Hun* 

• tiiigdoa-boEoiigt^ 
Fergi^onLlaines, Aberdeenshire 
FergusonkR* C.,Kii:kaldy 
Fether.«ftonc,SfT T.hart'.j Longford 
Finch, hon. Edward, Cambrirtgc 
town 

Pitzgi ^uld, right hon. Jas., Effn is 
yi4»2fcia'd,*nglit hon. M., Kerry 
^t/gerald-, lotd Hj,,Ki]darcshire 
Fit7l;»rn^,\«sc«Htnt*, Heytesbtiry 
Fit/httgh, Wiljianif.Tivcrton 
Fitzpatrick, rigiit hoi^burnJ>le 
Richard, Tedfordshjyp ‘ 
Fitzr&y,‘ k)fd Cha^^les*^ Bury St. 
Eduiiuids 

Fitzroy, lolC William, Thetford 
FoU*y, hon. Andrew, Droitwteh 
Fyiley, Thomas, Herefordshice** 

. iFoIk<-!>,^'ir']\^nriin Browse,bart;' 

King’s Lyiiii ^ 

, FoU^s^ofic, lord viscoaut. Now 
Sartm ^ ' 

■ IVvrhes* InriPvisct., T.ongf<.rtl 
I’orcslcir, Cecil, W«iilock 


Foster, right hon. Johll, Lhuth 
Fo«-tcr, hiin. T. H., Drogheda 
Foster,.,!' L-, Dublin University 
FFankland,Wm.,Ti)irbk , 
Ficmantle, T. F., Saltash 
Fremantle, Wm. Hen., Saltash 
FrenC'li, Arthur, •Ko.scommon r 
Fuller, John, Sussex 
^F.v’Uell, I'hoiiias,, Boston 
F>nes, Henry i Aldborough, . 

.Yorkshire < 

Gamon, sirR., bart.; AVinchcvtcr 
<jarlaucl, (George, Poulo 
Gm^ow, William, CalHiigton 
' Gaf oync, Isaac*, r.ivcTpool ^ 
<-«ell, Philip, Malmesbury 
Gibb", sir Vicary, knt.; Cai 
University 
•Gulily, Davies, Bodmyn 
Gipps, Gforge, Ripun 
Gla sfurd, Henry, Dumbarton- 
sbiic ^ c ! 

Oodciurd, Tli« mhs, Crfcklaflc 
<Todtre>,'riionin*s, Hylic* 

Go ciS, Thus, tsheiloc'k, Suffolk^ 
Gordon. Williams, Worc'csier 
G'ire, hon. W. J., Leitiunsidrc 
G\*\vi r, lord Grau. f 2 .evesun, 
NlatVorcl c*ouiily 
G)*abaii>, Janu*', Co<*ke.mouth 
(riaul, Ch:ir!t *., InVvrn* s*—.hue ’ 
Grjuit, Francjs Wm., l-dguishir.- • 
Grant, rii;lit t.on urab'e st 
William, knt.; Bainfl-sh're 
Grr .t.iii, rt hon. H.,Dublin city 
^ (’-cc.i.'iiU, Folic.rt,'|,‘iur\ 

Gn ei^ugli, (i. U.. patton 
fri'i iifel., PascMji*, (I’reat M.irbiw 
0**n\iil«', rl.*ht hon. 'I'honiaK, 
Bnckiiighuni boi<>ugb 
Grey, htiii Ilootb, Peter.sficld 
Gnin->t in,hon. .I.W ,St. Alb*,ns 
Gro'-vennr,’l'bonias,Cl'cslei city.^ 
Giieiii"C‘\, I ord, Wcolily 
Hall, Hciijeinni, Totiicss 
Halsey, .loseph. Su Albans 
Hamilton, v isconnt, Dungannon 
Jlamhto.i, Icirci A., Lanerkshire 
Ilaintlt<in,.sirC. burl.; Ilcriiton 
H( inilton, Hans, Dublin county 
Hammct, John,•Taunton 
Harhoid,^hononralile Edward; 

V'^rmuuitb, Norfolk 
Fi a r board, lion. W. A., PI y m pton 
Hane\, Eliab, Essex 
HawkiiKS, Hen., Bcjroughbi idge 
Ke.idlcy, lord, Malton 
Htatlicufe, 'I’hos., Blechiiiglcy 
Jleii^ersor^ Anthony, Bruckidy 
Het^oiker, lord, Rutland 
Herbert, I'Oii, Charles, W’ilton 
I !A-> berl,cHci)i y Arthur, Kerry 
Herbc'rL, hon. Wm., Hants 
Heroni Peter; Newton, Lane. 
*ll4bl>ei*t, George, S^aford 
Util,sir George Fitzgerald,ban.; 
l.ondonderry city 
^ Hilh lion. Wm., Shrewsbury 
Ijlinchiiigbrook, lord .viscount, 
Huntingdon county 
Ilippi!dey,sir J.C.bnrt.; Sudbury 
lioblicHise, BeUyimiu, Uiudon 
Hudson, John, Wigan,,*^ * 
Uoldswoitb, A. H., Dartmouth 


Holford, George, Lestwithirf 
Holland, sir Nath. Dance,bart.|; 

East Grinstcad 
Hollywood, William, Kent 
Hood, sir Samuel, K.B. K.M. 

& R'Fxi Bridport 
Hop^, lion. A., Linlithgowshire 
* Hojio, bon. C., Haddingtonshire 
H‘»pe, W, J., Dt.mfib's-‘hi.e 
Hoi rocks, Sainu**', Preston 
, Howard, Hcniy, Glouces*i r city 
Howanl, hon Win , M.'.nic th 
Hp hick, viscount, Appleby 
Hughes, Wni. I.., V’allinglbid 
Hume, siy Abr., bart., llastinga 
, ‘Hume,‘W 111 . Hoare, Wicklow 
Hnj^\ Jciseph, Qu'cnborough 
TL:iirnii;tj id. lor>i, Dunwich 
Hurst, [{nbert S'CNning 
HuskissoM, Wtlli.iin, H.irwirh 
Hiis-sciy, W illiani, Nrw ^ar.■m 
Hutchinson,boil.C H ,Cork city 
Jnck^citi, .te* n, l>r vtr 
J«ckscm, .'osun, "outhampton 

,b fl” ry, .Icihii, Pi’ole 
.It kylt, J i‘c ph, C;.Iiir 
Jdidv:iison,.('har)c^, Dojej 
Jc i^iison.hon. C. r.,>andwu'h 
Ji ph ‘ ii, t >t III am, M.il'ow 
JcrvMse, J.('.,Yuririouth,Hants 
Inei'by, illmn^ R»^tt'urd 
I lcic"lyn, Irtrd vi count, l^outh 
.loflreil, He nn , Brnmbi r 
.b litn sjT* os ,C'a:iinran county 
lohnstone, hon. A.,Gr.iinpound 
.loIh’vtMi.c, <7'.-iir.:' , Heydon 
.Iclliffi . l|vllou,* Pc‘ir"tic!d 
If, Jones, G chert, Aldborough,^ 

York'hiu* 

.Jone.s, Thoiiias, Sh ewsbury 
.lohcs, W.iHci, Coleininc 
lr\ing, ,U>hn, Brnniher 
Kc rk,G.A.L., Lcn c ti rconnty 
Kcc’hc*,\V’.,M<.riignm< rybcuuugh 
Kemp, Thomas, J cues 
KenneJv, Wiliiam, Bleclnngiy 
l^n.sinetonjlordjllaverlordwist 
s.r John Oashwood, bart.; 

Cliippiog W\cc.nibc 
^•Xingston, .John, I.yniington 
Knatc'^lihnll, sir Edward, bart; 

Kent 

Knox,l^ournhleGeorge, Dub* 
^ l/uv.ersity 
Knoj^, hon. 'Fh* mas, Tyrone 
K^g'iaston Powell, .'.,Sbrcjpsh'rc 
Laiftg, Malcolm, Orkney .shire 
Lauibton, R. J,, Durh;tni city 
L.a.*-crl]cs, hon. E., Northal =1 'i*ton 
Latouchc,D.,CatlMTlogh county 
;uche, J. jun., Leitrinisbire 
•'iSatoVirlil., Robert, Kildare 
LaurencF., PctciuoloUgh 
r>ach, John, S'eaford 
].ctevie, Charlesbbuw,Reading 
Leigh, Charles, New* Ross 
Leigh, .fas. Hen., Great Bedwi^n 
T.cigb, Ruliert Holt, Wigan 
Leland, John, Stamford 
Lemon, Charles, [Viiryn 
Lemon, John,'Frnro 
lA:tnon,sir Wm.hart.; CornwaR 
l^'slie, Ch. Powell^ h^unagliaii 
Txti»bridgc,T.Buek’cr,Sf^mer!»et 
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Lfl|rcrstcr, Hugh, MilbomePort 
Littlettm, •v Edivard, bart.; 

Stiitfoiu county 
IJoyd, Jaine<‘ Mai tin, Stcyning 
Ltickliart, air A. M., Berwick 
Lockliarf, .t. 1., Oxfo.d city 
Lofklijiit Wiji.E.,^kiik**s.iiir^ 
Loitus, William, Tamwortli *• 
Irfi'.g, liglit h n Huslemcre , 
I-one, Huliflrd, Wilts 
l-oii licit!,M miti orl, C'orkeity 
Loj.iniian do rgi*, Maid'-tone 
• -1 M. M bai*!., Kv«9!^Ui 
J.oiainc f'crra slon 

I.ov rUn, r<Jw. L. Sha^t^bury 
Lowtiicr, am i 

Ltiwrl^r, .'ol 
C M k('U])()|jtli 

Enbbuc'k, sir Jehu, hart, j I co- 

Liiviiiiiuluii, Yar- 

inuiiih, Nurfo'k 

I.ml < li, .1, K nnc», \ii!U‘h'ad 
!•> U'lu. l!.,W t>ict.>t^r 

Ci'Miif V 

I.; M li'li ii, ly^M.VV il jam Heury, 

ru'utv’ • 

JHCt'r cioitald, .laiue'*,'^c\ma^t!c« 
uu<lvr-ryinc • 

ATartIun all, U ni., Peiifrcwsliirc 
A., Toss-slme • 
M, , JiDriiur ^ 

Mai’lt'ikl, h. IJ, A'.., C’louiarty- 
sl're 

W M'ilion. .lohn, Aklcburgh 
Mufuafrliten, lalni. A., Aiiflim 
]\Jad*i< ks, \\ n(. Aff\., F'ostun 
Maurus, Ma^. O., 1 ittlirtrsball 
Walmn, hon. s.. nobt'oiuiiiun 
Mahon, hird lisrl., U’riuioicr 
Alii laiid, Klicn., T.esfwithiel 
Alaitland, John, (diipnciiham 
Manners, J.,rd Cltorlosi^Som., 
Cuiuhiidye county * 
Maimers, lord Roljert, Lei¬ 
cester county 

Moiim-rs, Robert, Cambritige 
tuu 11 • V 

Manning, William, F.veshiXn 
Markham, John, PorlsuWtIi • 
Maitin, Henry, Kmsalc • 

Martin, Hich., (I'nlway count}' 
Mathew, hoiiourabJe MoiMagu, 
’ri|>j>»Tary p 

Maiilr, Imui. Wni., POrfJ^^irc 


Maxitell. sirJ. S. II., AimaM ‘ 
Maxwell, William, Selkirk* 
Maxwoll,W jun.,W'igtuwjjshire 
May, Kdunrd, Belfast 
Meade, lion. John, Downshirc 
Mellish, William, Midillesex 
Milbaiike.sirRaljdi, b;^. 

MiIilmn}%*'sir*Tir P, 

Hatnpshiie 
Mildmay, H. C. St. John, Win¬ 
chester 

•Milfoi-d, lord, Pembroke couniy 
Mdlcr, sir Thomas, hart.: 
rortsmomh 

ICt' 1!** ^"anvickborough 

William, Coventry ® 
Milner. .Si, WjUiam Mordaunt. 
bart.; York city • 


Mlines,* Robert Pemterton, 
Punteiract 

Milton, lord viset.; Y^iykshire 
Monekton, honourable lidw%rd, 
atafTurd borough 
Mims-on, honourable William, 
• Cincolii eiw * 

Montagu, Matt., St. Gernig ns 
Mont»oinery, hoji. ConyiiKhamf 
St. AJichaer 

Montgomery, right bon. .sir 
^ames, baft, j Peebles-shire 
Moore, Charles, Heytesliury 
Mo^n , lord Henry, Orfori • 

• - - I Pete , CovenUy 1 * 

V, Wfini^aiuM "Mordaunt, C.,Warwick cdIjDty 
.11 t4nil^Jjmd,^*:*ifroigan* C., Mgitmouth eounty 

Morpeth, loid \Lscount,Cuiu- 
beiland « 

Morris, l«dw,Newporl,( ornwall 
.Morris, Robert, Glouc*. st> rcity 
Moz e.\ ^sii q^H-elJ, bart.j Port¬ 
al Imgftin * • 

• Mo-tyn, sir Thomas, hart.; 

Flint cou 4 ty • 

^uncastcr, loul, Wesinioilaiid 
Aliiiidy, E. M., iJeibv county 
Muvia}% lord Janies, Pcnh'lnre 
Muriay, John, W'cottoii- B<i.<aet 
Muriay, sir Patrick, bai'.j 
' KdHiburgh city 
. Ncedlft.m, hoii. 5<'nn.. i^ewry 
Ncjjo..ji, li.ht lionunrable sir 
Pvan, bait.; Kiidport 
Ncvilk^ hull. Richaad, lAck- 

• • ingliJm . 

Neu'oik, lord viitcouiil^ Not¬ 
tingham county 
Nc\\boiough, lord*Benwmarii 
Newport,r ghi hon. sir J.. hart.; 

M- Muwes, Waterfordcitv 
Nirho'l, sir Johr^ knt., Beduin 
^M'l, Gerard Noel, Hutland 
rtli, Hudley, Banbury 
Nurtlic} ,W.jNeupo#,Cornwall 
Noi Lon, hon. J. C., Guildford 
Nigent, sir Geo., Avle‘‘i^iii-y 
O’Brien, sir Kd\^, haA.; Clare 
O’CaJlaghan, Jamrs, Trcgoiiy 
Odell, m., I.imerick county 
k Oglander, sir W. hart iBocImyn 
O’Hara, Cl]^rles, Kii^ county 
^PN’eiU, hon. Juliii,»Antrii 9 
Onslow, hon. • T, Cxanle^^ 
CJnildford 

Ord, William, MoiTieth 
Ossulston, lord, Kiiaie.sborougb 
Paget, lion. B., Angleftyshiie 
^get, lor^ Milborn^ Porh • 
Paget, hon. Cliarles, Carnai'von 
boaough •' 

Polk, sir Laurence,hart.;r)cvV) 
Paik, Walter, Ashburtuii 
Palmer, John, Bath * 
Palniersfen^ lotd viset, j New¬ 
port, Isle of Wight ^ 
Parnell, Henry,Queen’s County 
Parry, We, Horshtfm * • 
Patten, Pgter, Lancastei’ • 
Pattesoii, John, Norwteh 
Peele, sir R., bar^.; T^m worth 
Peirse, Ifenry, Ndithallyton 
I^elhainf Jl)un. C. A.* Lincoln- 
shire 


Perceral, brnourable SpeocCT^ 
Northampton boigtugh 
Percy, earl, Northumberland 
P^icy, hon.* J., Beer^lston 
Petty, Wrd Henry^Omelford 
Phili{^s,R. M.,|ituflbnl borough 
.•phipps, hon. Edm.* h cavborouah 

• PiggoJt, sir Arthur, Arundel* 
,*l’itt, Wni. Morton, Uursetshire 

Pl'imer, sii *1kut., Howntnn 
Plunkett, Wm. C., Midhurst 
Porliin, Charles, Enniskillen 
rocf.c|j#Georpe, IhidgeAdter 
Pole, sir (•liarles |^oi ice, bart.;. 

PlyniouUi , 

P'»Jc,hun.\\TB’.,Qucen’sl ounty 
Pullingtoii, visit. JPoijtrfrarf 
Pousouby, hnf. Frederick,Icil- 
kciiMV county* 

Pon».unby. lu nomable Geoi^^ 

• ( ' rke (ounty ♦ .» • 

Popl^im, >ir H^^. M., Ipswich 
Porjjt.cr, J. D.,d>Id harum , 

» Por^licster, [oiil, C rickh.de 
Port* r, Geuiee, Stockhridi-e 
Hortii an, tdw. IVrfc., Do.set • 
Po^^t, Imn. W. P.. YarnRiuth 
Poi^cr, 1^, Watcrfoid county 
Pr:u fl, Willjain, Bunbuiy 
Pi ICC, sii Charles, bart.; Tondott 
P/n e, Richard, Ij^cw parinor 
I’lunvotes lo.d viset , CadiUl 
Pnti'e, hoii. F. A., Tipperary' ■ 
•Pultcncy, sir J., bart.; Wey-* 
mouth and Melcimibe Regis 
P3’m, Francis, Berlfon! <*ounty 
•'9iU.il), hon. W.T?., I unerickshire 
11 m Jp na tl^ n „W ureh a n/ 

Rainier,I’eler, Sandwich * 
Ramsl>ottcm,*Rich., Windsor 
Rjinrl-ilc, lord, Minchend 
Rcudicsimm, lord, Bossiney 
Richards, Richard, lleflcstoue 
Richaidsou,Wni,, Annagl'shho 
^Ri<ilcyf>irMutthewW)iite,batt.; • 
Newcastle*i}pon-^yiie • 
Roljprts, Abr., Worcester city 
Kobina^u., Johi^, Bistems Cas^e 
Robinson, hon 'Ffcd., Ripon » 
RochfoA, Gustaiais,Westnieatl| 
Roinilly, sij u: knt., Ifbrshaoi* 
Rose,right hon. G.,ChflRtcknrch 
Rose, Gea Hen., Southumptoix 
Royston, lord \^ct.; Beigate 
Ruaseii, lord Wm., Tavistock • 
Rutherford, J., Ruxburgh-shire 
Uydbr, hon. ^«hard, T«erton 
St. Aiibyn, Sir John,* HclsioR'- 
Saluibury,^ir Robc*rbs bart.; 

• Brecon borough 
SavagPyFrai^s, Jlcwiishire 
Saylle, nlbaiiy, Q^ebamjiton 
*Sec)tt, rigkt bom sir Willing, 
Oltford <J»iiersiW •' •* 
Scudamore, R. P., Hereford city 
Sebiighf, sirJ.S.^HWtfordshire 
Seymour, lord R.,. Carmarthen 
SITWccspea re, Arthur, ftichmobi^ 
Sharp, Richard, Castle'Riiing • 
James, I.oitdon 

Shaw, Rtfb^t, Ditblinciiy.* • 
Sheldon, Ralph, wJItoii • 
Shelley, Henry, Lewtat. • 

Shelley, Tim., New Shoreham 
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Sheridan, right hon. Richard 
Brinaley^'llchester 
Shipley, Wilhaiii, V int 
Sinie<»n, John, Keadtng « 
Simp^on/^ hon John, Wcniock 
Simson, Gc^kc^ Maid.^tuhc ^ 
S|nolatr, sir .f.,burt.; Buteshire ' 
Singleton, Mirk, Kye 
Smith, Genrire, W<_ndorer 
' Smith, Henry, Caine 
Smith^John, Nottingham town I 
Smith, Jo.shua, Hevizes | 

Smith, Snm., Leicestpr^orongh 
SmitH,'I'hoa.f.Aaton, Andover 
Snythi William, Nonvirh | 

Smyth. \fe*»tmeath I 

Srieyd,*N^thjnoe^, Ca^an 1 

Somerset, lonJ^.A. J. H., Mon- , 
mouth county • i 

Itvd Charles Henry, 
Moifi^arb grouch *' 

Somersf^t, lord ji. i*!. H., Glou- 
tfcsfer coimtr *, 

Somerville?, sir M., hart ; i^i^a*h •* 
Spencer, lord FraiuM'^Alinarick, 
OxAird county 
Staiftope, WnlUT S , 
Staiiifurth,J'din,K ing^/oii-upon- 
IIiiH 

Stanh y, I.ord, Pteston 
Stanley ,’rh<»s,l.oiu a'-tcr cQunty 
Stephena, Snmuel. Sr. Ivt'S 
StewajdjGah.'I uck.jM'cynJOUth 
and Melcotiii’e Ki*gis ' 

Steward, Rirhaid 'rucKcr,Wry- 
mouth, and Mc'r'^inl>e K»-c:is t 
Stewart, hon. CI»a«!csU iliia»'7^ 

, Londonderry ceunty^^'*^ 
Stewart, hon. Edward Xlichaid, 
Stanraer 

Stuwait, sir J., hart.; Doiweal 
Stewart, James, 'r)’ri.>nc‘shi»i 
.StewarJ, hon. Mo. Gr.J., Stew- 
• hrtryof Kircndbniiht 
fit^tpford, v!sct.,MariI»(>V«ii gh ^ 
Stirling, 8!r\V., ba't.j Si. Ivcs* 
Strahan, Andriw. Catlicrlok'h 
Strutt, i^>p$ph t^tiden., ^I«i'Jen 
^tiiart, lord William, CardilF 
Stuart-Wort!ey,J. A., ifosMuey 
^turgeK-lL>uriie, V'm<, Chii&l* 
.cbiirch' 

5Himney^. G, H., Surrey 
Sutton, C. Ml, (St^rhorough 


Swann, Henry, Pcnryfi 
Sykes, fiirM. M., bart.j York 
Symondv, T. P-» Hereford city 
Talbot, B. W., Dubliii&hire ^ 
I'ariitou, Banastre, Liverpool 
'I'aylor, Charles W liliam, W^ells 
Tayidr, J'idward,«CanU:rbury • 
'I'aylor, M. A., Ivulchas:er 
H'tiylor, Wiiliaiu, Barnsraplc 
'I’cmpest, sir il. V., bui'Lj Bur» 
ham city 

1'einple, carl, Bitcks ^ 
'reniplotown, lord, Bury 

^ *Sv Edmunds ^ 

* 'I'hepussuu, George Woodford^ 
BurnsVtpIc 

Thomas, George, Chi^'i;c‘'t.^.|i^ 
Thom})aou, air T. B. bnir.; Bo- 
• chtsler 

7'hornlon, Ileiiry, Semtimark 
1 liornton, Robert, Colchester 
Tiioriiion, Saunud, Stm-y 
'I'hosoton, ■ Iwrfra^, Ci‘l‘unt1uim 
Tliornloii, Win., Hvtiiy,»!wati'r 
'I'byjvn *, l«»rd Gcoygc, VVeobly 
') Jiyiiiu!, Jol'.ii, l>:i.‘h 
’• ighc, William, W ikhnv 
'r»trhliel<l, manjui.^ ol,M’urks. 
'J'ewjjsl.rnd, lord John, Knarc.<!- 
borcvigh 

Towiislund, hf-n. W. *Auj.., 
W'hwcluirrh * 

Tivicy, U , ’J'cukcshury 
Trcuiayuc, Jno. U., Ci*rim*a!l 
'1 if^/anion, IVni vu 

h'dwny, t h’lncm, ,\^’tils 
Tiirtor, sir 'Ihotuas, Lari.; 
iouthvvmk 

Ityrwhit-1'lake,Thomas Drake, 
Agiiioiideshnrij 

Tyrwhitt.Tlioina'J, Plyinouth 
Vane, .sir prodeiiek I’lctclnr, 
hart.; WmclH'I'f-a 
Vansitirirt, Ceor^e, Beiks. 
Vausitlaity right hon. Nicho¬ 
las, .Old Sai um 

^'au]£lvnl, hon. John, Cardigan 
horongh * 

V.eighnn, ^ir R. W , Modoncth 
Vaji kcr, Ciiws., laiiicrick city 
N'eriion, G. (S. V., iaU'lifioid < 
Villuir-J. hongprabic J. C,, 

(JliFecnIvJk'ough 

X y 5.0, Jtichardf Beverley 


Wallace, right hoa. 
ShaltcslMiry 

Walpole, hOD. G., Duugar^'au 
Walpole, Iwd, King's Lynn 
Want, hon. J. W., Wareham 
|c .Ward, Robert, Haslemeie 
'Warden,^loyd, Okehampton 
*Warraiidir, sir George, bait.; 
• .^.cJhiirgh 

. WtHlderbm’ii, sir David, bnrt.; 
^ St. Andi'ew’s 
Wejt.y, Wui. carl, Gnrtljcm 
W^'flesiey, liuht hon. A^ 
K. B., ’‘t .Micliaiy 
Wol'e*)cj, hon. lic.‘iy, Eve 
k^V^•l^ys«, Wilhaiit, t'S .^ni^c 

<io.Jif>v, ; I'l'; *iiy 

Western,“<:h.u 1 ^1 ^tal(icu 

Wharttin, .idn , Bevcrle\ 
Wharten, Ku n., Dut’ijaniciiy 
W 1 i,im»L Kc Iford h>.rough 
Whitmore, J'l'os , Br *Jvi.'*.;n 
Wirkhuiu, right iioa. Wi». om, 
• (Jairnigtt>u .. 

Wigrron, '.i- Rol'crt, bart.; 

li^ovt Ji'd l« u II ^ 

Wi'iiMin, H<*» trt, Fc'-cy 
WiWi^' lorfc, V- a..,*''o.'k 
Wodcr, j- a ic’-» -oliM. c'litiiidcl 
tViP uicr,l*:uliu>rc..unty 

\Vi iaiiis,Guea, (Uvn< Ma ow 
A\''ii i'n.s, *• Sir ^?r.ucii, oaii.$ 
( ill ;a*'Viin I'oumy 
il l{ol« i , l)ij c!M'sti-r 

W Sewn.k 

Wit d’ II , iiiiut non. Wiilnin, 
R.'U.n y o 

^ ^Vii,jii!j.;n>u.sii T. r.. Droiiwioh 
Wood, .^.aik, (j 'ttnn 
A\ <H)d,Thoina , i^icc u» county 
M'yiullinin, lum. C. W,, Sus ex 
Wyndlipin, ll<*n. Pf'iirud.,Wilts 
Wyndhain, i ho.s., Giamuruau 
Wynn, Churie# W. Williams, 
Moiiigtiiiicry county 
Wynn, (ilynn, Westbury 
\Yynn, Hen. W. W., Miilhurst 
sir Watkin M'iHiain, 
b.il't.; Deiihigiisliire 
Vannouih, carl of, l.isburne 
♦ Yoi kb,rigid honour h;cCliar!cs» 

( nmbridge county 
Yorld:, sir J. S., SU .German* 
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COBBfeTT’S 

Parliamentary .Debates, 

Duiing the first »S^ion tlie.Tbild i*arrftfDent of Unites^ 
KingdoiA of GmiBiilain anil Iieland, oC tl»e .Kingdom of 
Great Biitain ihZj'iventieth, appointed to meet at Weslmiqister, 
tire Twenty-cMgliitli Day^ of- -August, "an^ from tliwipe contintjei^ 
by several Pfor^itioAi, to the Fifteenyi Day of I^eceraberj Jdr 
the Foi ly-stjrWtli^ifJai^f the Reign of His M^esly jyj^ 
G.EORGE the Third, Annoqiie Domini *1 SOS. ^ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

• • 

Tkuisday, March 5, ISO/. * 

fMiNUTB-. ] A con-»idft’dble emwd as- 
^SflTbltd tins e\cnmg, lh\tlie uenucs lead¬ 
ing to the galhry, ui e\pc<(»tiuu of hcai- 
tbe discusMoa iini fuitiwu e\aaiinilion 
of llimfVlii «ii tlse csiiiiinstci citection 
pci it ^ , but owin^ to 1 1 ill )t ind^a call of 
the house t king pi ice, the dooM i^cre uut 
opened till ho^f pi->t SIS ^Oa tl^ adimssioti 
of stiingeri ityo tlic gillcn, we found t&e 
louse cugigcd in SconwiH g^>n relative to 
it me nreguJinticvthal biJ ucc i committed, 
oi ictiduit occasioned b) p t »ons forcibly 
entering thiough (be bud) uj ibe house, by 
'whuh some number? \ccie like^o be ui- 
jnied Mr \oikedceliudtlntm caseof'inv 
Xwpctition of sueh a proceeding, he should 
thiiik it hib duty to enforce the standing or- 
• dtr lor the e\elusion stiiftgeis Mr IVl- 
I iowes compllined m siting tcims the 
ciowd in the lobb\, through which he had 
passed SIitli much difboSltv, aStt it the nak 
of lidving lijs arm brpkcu Mr BnlnSi 
observed, that ]ia h id^cn a gumber oi siian¬ 
gers fojLe their w pt the resistance 

made b) the ufhceis rngthe house The 
Speaker declared *t to lx, the duty of the 
Serjeant when he found that the^irenues to 
the house weie crowded with strangeis,*to 
piovide ptoper persons tf^lear thom, and 
to maint lui oirdcr —appealed at 

cod^ist oi the com- 
nntlee, ballotted to take into considetaAion 
the petition complaining of an dndoeretufti 
for the borough oi OuUdfonl Iho follow¬ 
ing are the names of the said commiittee 
^ J. Callander, H Eveiett, esq , H Brawn- 
^ Dawson, esq, H. Peirse esq, 
Vox.. IX. . 


I’i' Thistlelhwa^js, W ISJettish, ©sif.. 


loid Lovaiuc, w Lonus, esq , A Hend^o | 
son, esq , lord Paget, W J Dfiiison, emiy 
C Vuiker, esq, Itoninees, hon A W«- 
lesJey, H p Comboj esq «-^n thomotioa 
of lord How ick, there were erderea to faw 
laid befoic the hou^, accounts «heweng the 
tisne ofr wsue lu hia majesty's navy, of 
I homas Wcatheihead and'WiUtam ptakej • 
iil!iO,|iCLoauts shewing the pennons paid to 
W DrakeTSwm the chest at Greenwich, the 
occasions ofi Wtiich the said pensions yiere 
grtnted, On theT»ptioWof«lord How** 
ick, the hoifteuas ordered tohe called over 
on Tt Obday, w hen the noble lord declared, 
l]iat unless a sut^cicnt excuse ttbould be mode 
by the deiaulterSj heahould move, that the . 
course ot pioce^ing ^opted m l/pS, ^ ^ 
takiftg them into«cuato(fy, should be entic¬ 
ed • * 

• [Booilfn CcTHoxicf Aa jMj At^NAV^ 
S^aviCL Ball] Lord UQUu}\d9^ in pur-^« 
bUQiice of ^ic notice fie had gntm som'^ 
‘ume ago, hut which 1 id b^Al sdspflSded in 
ronjfhuence of an alter tion whub U'had 
been advisable to*mail|^ id 

langemcnt of the enen^nre, to move for* 
leave to bring m a bi^ iui securing to aBhit 
majesty s Itege subjects the pnX'^ege of sew- ’ 
ving^in (he arpiy or navy, ^on ^eir hiking 
an oath psesenbed by acrt>f pwth^fieAt j 
and iorleav mg to the(n,%8 fai^ conmitciice 
woul<f admiV, tS^ Iwe ^erpse^of aheir rop. 
spccMve*rel]gioDB He IQo^d * b^ve* helped 
that such $ proposition was nor likely t6 
meet w^6 much opp<ftition. shoti)4 
have imagined that to state it to be a desl- 
labfe object Ibi^ll gdvercoents to gniSb ev«/'! 
doiCiipUDn df pewns hving ipider* them ui 
thbif owadeieace^vas 4o,ftate a 
»S% 4|-»««aeM * ^ * 






t 


CaihoBcs^Arksf 


« * 

•i *• • 

vMA tlwld tdtnk.of oo dtipute. If azvx 
•Mlti ffnal weight could be given to the 
ftvliiCth of ddf potitioD, it would be given 
if coniid^ng it at applicable to th» pre- 
aeat tuae^ Wat*!t pruaeut; wa* it politic, 
irbeo #e^1lrecB conAqding With toch a pow- 
eHbl cneaif/to prevent a ^rge portion of 
m populaeon of the countty oontri- 
bad^ to the cpinmon d^nte? At, not- 
’ withttaodiOg hit hopea, the affirmative of 
tbit ^aeitiob teemed to be heU by tome 
hen. membert, hfe gmild tronlde the boute 
with an cysplanadon of the grafndt, on 
whioh die bill ^^cb be had w lonour to 
moptm, iraa fotuided. In doing tfaia be 
anron avoid m much at poattble entering 
^ iambe qalAtion of Use general expediency 
' of at tbom: wbicfa hia proposed 

tneastfro' vmt to annul. Iv wai not to her 
dimmed thnwetygofemineot bad a right 
. to impose thbse doe rabttaintt which we#e 
necessary for its tecurifjrf but that necessity 
'must be strong and apparent. This was a 
pridcipte true and incopiitov^rtible. Against 
what bad the excloDion^ which h was the 
oinect of bis to remove, been in gene¬ 
ral dife^ed^? Not against i^igiont opi niOns 
themwfves, but agaidst religious anlnioas 
, ba imppoted to be connected with some po- 
lidou priDtdplet of attachment, which pvere 
inodOsistent with Uie existing or^^ot tilings. 
C^tt this groondaiid onthis grdiiod algne, had 
Uas^pinodple o(exK^pilot^ ^n supported^n 
lattm>tsaaesb Onthis sole grouniMiad it been 
aopported by a^iter, whose name it was im- 
poisiblo to mention vitfaoot paying him tha^ 
yributo of applause which was his due, he 
' aneont the fade Dr. Paley, a man not more 
•^Unable joMhe csdbUracQ of his life than 
ior the wnmydly and logicat precision of his 
arorhs. if*it were aoW necesbaryvftb state 
^that tbfi cound£idS’ which formerly existed 
between the religioif and the politics of the 
eatbolidhof'the4/nited JEmpire bad ceased, 
ftid*foat therefore those restrictions vfhicb 
were "applicable dtily to their 'pcdftics, Ind 
4)Qt*to their ^gion, ware reoderei unne- 
vesiaTT, hesbouid no ditficulty in tna* 

. l^ngsbat.stateroent, adS in majatalning it 
by ipiaqswerable ai]gments, thif were 
|tilpw«M4^ preposnien oeoessarUy follow* 
ed, £biitatth^reseet aeason of diffictdty 
•pddang^ icwq|d^lnMa to*unito 
s^atf and ^!■ad tne causey of the 
uoanbyi it w aa^to unwise (W exclude fium 
th.if un&aMolarge wporHon of thepeopldas 
the catbcdiof ofGteatfiritain andlsmodj «* 
vvountijig in number tdSMRrlw^fobfth df^ 

* wholep^adatioa ofthoA^ao0>uadt|>pT«*- 


E4 

ventthemfrom sharing mthedangerand gli^ry 
of thwrconntrymen. ^e fact was, tbatatfbat 
very moment a great proportion of oar sol* 
diers and sailors (par&ularly of ibfe latter) 
were cathoUcs, and was it fitting that par¬ 
liament shoul^ot allow that bjr right which 
was already, aillf;|^ bW connivance i By 
the law which p&ssed in the parliament of 
Jrdand in 17 ^;^e catbcdics were allowed 
to hold ComiBTssfons in the army, aad to 
enjoy those pfivlSem in Ir^nd, which it 




was |be dtgect of .ne bill that he megpt to 
propose'to^ communicate generaVy to the 
catholics olithis cwutiy. The bill would 
go t<( admit ] 2 fiponV^ erety religions per- 
siiasioh, to'^rve in ifle amy and navy with¬ 
out any condition, but tliat of tlkiog an oath 
particularized in the bill. Of course, if 
this indulgei^ was granted to catholics, it 
^wu«\innecessaiy to state that there could 
be no objection to grant it to any ^other 
s^t of ^ssenters from the established church, 
unless some^nger could be slvswn which 
he did not at prefont le^ The provisions 
of thb bill would ^dfrefore extend to 
sons of all religious persuasions. What 
had pasticulasly drawn the attention of his 
majesty's government to this bitfSSLrA A, the 
strange pnomaly which existed m conse¬ 
quence of the act passed in lieland in 
by which tljq roman catholics in that country 
were enabled to hoJdcommisslans in the ai- 
my, and to attain towny rank exc'ept that of 
commander in chief of the fotces, master 
general of the ordnance, or general on the 
staff. Th|y nngbt nse to be generaK. but 
they weie W peitnitjcfi to be geneials on 
the staff, lliie effect of this permission 50 
granted to the catholics m Ireland, was a 
most sinking incongruity $ for if a catholic, 
who wu by laiW qualified to serve in the 
army of Ireland, snould be brought to this 
country by ai^^rcuinsunces which deman¬ 
ded tfas preaCnee in fliis country of the re- 
ghnent in which hq served, he would be 
disqualified by ]gw frym^ reroaintrig in the 
service, and woajd )ine ^ly this alteruatiie, 
either to continues in the service contrary 
to the law, and thus subject tiimself to 
the penalijps and forfeitures consequent 
thdleon, or to relinquish a profession m 
‘wbidi he had rtij^ to the rank which 
he might holdi^eiut^^ by the sacrifice ^oi 
his fomane, or«inoreipiboab][y'1>)**<i'suc- 
cescioii of meritorious services, such as 
pfoved^bim, qualified to defend the pros« 
<perity smd nkiert the hoBoits of the country,^ 
So libSQcdfto4ncoiivesienoe«iust be reme- 
dtod. .it t^ be an toconveoienw 


«] fAHL. * ' ' *f|| 

wtien Great Britain and Irtltnd were lepa- I spn why it wat'ttot indoded'M the Itlih net 
rata nation?, and had sei^rate pariiamlntai was, that Ireland had nO navy. If Mwetft 

j _.L_^ ..L—. .. —*-!_ allow catholics to a^rveiiMbo anny^ 

here«coaM be no possible oljecttoD to allow 
Lhem to ip the otlSr bin^d tt£ ont 
wavhhe esublishxoenty to innuemtdly csoa* 
neoredwith tjtb.^protperity wthe cdqntm. 
Th^dirThtpaM ib the extoat of the^ prirHe* 
gee granted by Me two meginrea was this i 
the Irish aot. while itadcnitted catholics to 
hold commMons 14 the army, did so onder 
certain resttictioos* bj^st'hicb, as be had 
befoie^mOMimied, they wC^e preo^nted rirota 
becomm^oimDtnders in chief of tlitf feroes, 
masters ^neral of the qranancoi or jgent^ 
lils oh the ataff No,«aoci^restfictton wai 
intended to be propoled in thd^reient in^ 
sUDce, Jhecanse it was not 
such a raatrktioh was finmded q|I** 4E^ good 
prineiples^ for if anj daogen^nded the 
aomission of ca^ohdk into the %rmy, it was 
the dutoof the legflQatore not to restrain^ 
but wholly to oxclode them. The. same- 
principle which u*dnoed his majesty's ^i» 
outers to jin^ane 4be«adoption of a ai« 
noUar law for the two coaptrie 8 *induced 
them to propo^ the abbli^on pf a 
sismlar^law fbrthet^o countries, Tnduoed 
them to propose the>abolition of restnctioat • 
—<o|i 8 UtAncyi fhr there could be nothing 
more tnconcfruous than the consequeoces of 
these rqitrictioos, which might be attended 
considerable iqpoovpniepce, to thh ser», 
vice. A catholic might, by ^the Irish ac^' 
rise through the regular gradatums, and bo^ 
jome a field officer: he might become a zoa** 
jor, a lieutenant-colonel, a colonel; in this 
last capacity, be might have the oommand' 
of a^orps equal ip number tothat^fircquaig^ * 
ly under the ordm of officers of luperieo 
rank i» *lM might shew himsdf emmemly 
qualified fora ^tuation of gtoates trfist; ha^ 

_,_^ ^ ,_ _ mi^tdUtioguisbhimself tosuch a degree. 

the act of 1793, and as a ftoec^tion affaitebecdledaponbythcvoioeof Aearn^ 

and 4be people to fiU that situation, bet it 
Vodld be^mpofsible to erfiate him a major* 
general 1 ToU wa%a great dUsoumgement 


and when the act of 17 ^ was proposed in 
the Imh parliament/it was decLied that ; 
similar pi oposit^''tboald be made in tw» 
fnonths in the parUsment of jGreat Britain 
This was dMindtly p toyj a ad ;» lArd Chir^ 
in the house of peers, ad^lord Bucking-^ 
hamshire l^the itbUsey£^^mmo(WS^>diSi 
tinctly stataiK^that it wa^Rb intdndoa OJ 
bis majesty's gdvernment|^iffi all canvepi* 
«et daq>atch, to propose ^^milar bill 
British pe^iament 'I he meesUjjwrfrhioh he 
was about to submiMrate jodgcimt of ihii^ 
house was calculated t^iliin!ke the ipeonve 
nience, and^ tu the ihClA^aity 

complained ol, add at the same •time to 
maintain thd faith ofthe^ritish govemxnent, 
by redeeming the plec^ to v^icb be had 
alluded. The beneficial effisets of the 
act wqre immedidtely felr^ and bad since 
been still mom apparent, while not thp 
slightest inOlipvemence had resumed tfom it. 

^ The shores of £gypf and Ae plains of Cala- 
^ wit were decisive proon Vf the advantages 
which we had derived from that act, as they 
were also decisive pHoofs of the valoor andlpa- 
triotisTBBffliMB liirfinguisbeitlkeroea, vAo,by 
their gallant exertions, had deaerveciaiid ol^ 
tamed the eternal gratitude of their country. 
After such a lapse of time* sinees^the paut^ 
of the Irish aot (th^ causes of mlck deljiy 
he would not thea stay to examine, as be fear¬ 
ed they could not be satisfiscConly explained,) 
at was his intention to^ropose to grant to the 
catholica,andotherdisfenler»of GmtBntain, 
those privtJages whiclij^ while were an 
indutence to them, would be a source of 
benem to the countiy. As far as it was pns- 
aihle to collect the opinions of ti'e hoosw or 
the general feelings of the^ public on this 
subject, there seemed to be no ofajecHpn to 
the measure, as a neoes^pry eqa^uence of 
the act of 1793, and as a wBesrotion of 
the pledge gi'ran at period The only 
objection shicted apfrared (p be by these 
who thought that tfte ^qposed measure, by 
^ng farther th^ tlie act^ 1793, enabHA* 
cd a new *priBci{de of concession which 
ought not to be ac^ed to. It agould now 
therefore be necessary tor him to state ?in 
what the two meuures <4$^d. The first dif> 

[btoasnre went M 
religion to serve m 
the navy at well as in the army. When 
the Irish set wss passed, it was distinctly 
Vated, that in the bill to be mbmiXted to 
the British pariiament leave to serve, in the 
ipfvy woal4 be included^ and the only vea* 

1 



to the catholic officer | U was a greater dis* 
advantage tq the couritiy, whiiob« sach jk , 

reatr*cfioo, had lost the extended se^vipes of 
maay a bfqT«*a&d ikiltoltaea* i^^iuid^|to 
ioxit rc““' —* - 


restricliopt form any 
'gof, if dani 



"lipuiist *dan< 
to exist. 


gor. If danger eoui^ bcs lupflniqd to oxtst. 
And eftqr all, n beHtomideied. ^hat 
the proposed eneaaare only enabled hBma* 
jesto toanpoint mm^mssoos to siseationB of 
high importance. Their appointment muK 
d«pendupfin 4 he emotive govemmqpt, 
of ooorae wroold eny dangerou'Mr iai» * 
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'<£iiM«licr' 'Jfiny 


Vi 


f* 


.|>n?b^|^taeo£jtfaeir'aut^ . In addilion 

of'fabling tlie country \v> 

JmraU ttsel| of the whoK: ejbtbni of its pu.pu-' 

‘:jUU6b» vrlthout* any of those restij^ctionr. 
ywhich opwate(f%herely^o kect^up a spirit 
diacoffetent, and^to damp that ardour 
irbich t^ighf otherwise be gcwsucreii^irully .di- 
.lected to jthe public sewiie, the proiwstd 

.idieaaare. in addition to things, pro-led hill, yet, us/lie principle of it was one 
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..^d^ for all wHb should enter liis majesty's 
the free and uncestr.iined'exercise of 
their religion, as-far as it did not mterfeie 
■ Vlth'ftufir xBilitaayStities. Per|]^gs it would 
be Mii,tl!at thij-mightbe aacomolished in 
ainbinerway, hjf giving direction#o ijjat ef¬ 
fect f but ie was ^^ri^ensire that this could 
only be pwAianj don^ besides, the insc^iv 
=^a£j4jnd instability of such a mode of pro-- 
ceea^^3^^d deter catholics entering into 
the army/S^wouldsfiinush to those who, 
. «)ight be clishirops of ^eventing them, sef* 
ficient means of persuasionf Let them have 
. full security in the shape of a clsuse in 
am act of parliament: •let them have the 
sanction of the J^-gi^Vure and all tiuubt 
would •be renios'ed. If theft w'as any 
possible utifity in this provision, dihen 
it wSs^offtider^ tbati» itfcould be attended 
with no possible inco^enience orNdang^r, 
;:be trusted that it would meet w lt^i no objec¬ 
tion. .He had thus stated briefly the objects 
•f the .prop^ped bill. Briefly, because he 

• wa.SfUot aware that in this stage th^meastire 

* yvould oc^si^ tfliibh^debate;^ He coMd, 
indeed, hardly persuade himself that any se¬ 
rious objection to it could exist in the minds 


insurrection and reWlion.—The noble 
con^uded with moving, '' Tltat leavf be 
given to bring in a bjll for enabling his ma¬ 
jesty to avail himself of the services of-all 
his liege subjects in his naval and military 
forces, in theru.mfter therein mentioned.’* 
Mr. J^erce^o Lj jU hoiiCh he would not at 
present ent^ isM^iy debate cm Ute .propos- 


of the house or of the public; with regafd 
^|othe lalte^part of it, the whole extent of; two islancl^nited, ^hey would maintain the 


whicji he fel^Ji^fw bounden duty to oppose, 
he thought itwigft, even in the first instance, 
to ap^Wise tlie u^lc lor<l ot the n^^tre of 
his objctctionsK affd to call the sedous atten¬ 
tion of tffi^ou.‘4e,^ijd of the public, tonne 
of the tucst ln|po.J&n^*arwl inosi dangerous 
me<f99Cw^iatlia<i 1}^ Ifeen wibaiitted to the 
judgment of the legi.da#urc. *11 WuS nc;t so 
much to the individual measure wlych be 
objected,, but to ti^ syslera of which it 
-foriBcd a fwft, which was grow'uig day aficr 
d^f, and ijucatcuh'g to expand into the 
most alarming iflagni^udc. If it was* dcsir* 
able t() preserve any thing of ancient and 
vcner.'iulc establi^iments it conid only be ef¬ 
fected by making^ Ytadcl against every flWf- * 
attempt at innovation. To whal did the 
proppedmogsure tend? With any degree of 
consistency, in support#rs««MM'^*wA stop 
short of abolishing all the tests which the 
wisdoni of our ancestors had tliongbt it nc- 
cessyy t;o i^terpijse in <lefence of our reli- 
giousestalflishment. The proposed measure 
was a panial^epeal of flie test act, founded 
on arguments which went to the repeal of 
that act. It was his firm conviction, that 
if the legislature wished to preserve Ireland 
to this cdl^iry, if ih^ wi-ihed to keep the 
iia?Cn 


the provision was-, to prevent dissemer^rom protestant interest in Ireland, under which 
^8eing interrupted in, tlie*exercise of. their toleration was i>ermiited, and not^Tun the 


own rel^giOl), and compelled 
4tgion# 'rrecpnwUable to tlieir faith. This 
' was the wlnue extent: ithekLout no en- 


risk of sacrifleitg tl^t iiuerest to anmljcr, 
whir^ wlten in fcower, had not permiiied 
toleration, and which, if it regained power. 


• 4 ;:ouraji^rin;nt them j it estamibhed no m% | might rcvcMfb^ its fcjrmer practice, a*, it de- 
Xtiwtion for their support or increase,^ The ^ dared that its principles were unchangeable 


Abolition of resfrictioDs in fioiet of rat^ i It was the mo 
^ would pUce4)efore the sons of the gentry of j subject, as it ffa 
’ Ireland, those fair objects of ambition, it j beral to provide 
woi^d to them that career of glory, the 
•{lursuU bf wfiich was synonimbus with the 
'ady khefero ent ^tbe l^st iatertsts ef the 
eT&pir?.^ 0li t|ie c^mdnalty of Ireland the 
frieai^ure nrulT have 9 eflirct, by 

bffording If saltMaob ch^cM?) the incijMsing 
iu]^b^^danb*pepulation oi 1hat*c(mntn’', 

IS tc wcyld induce yumbers to eater into the 
acrviceof his majesty, even of tfuMe-wha 
,^y their Own dlficonteyW, and the arfifl- 
of'1)^rs, had so ial^ n£n tirgcd iotd 



ry to pause c.ii this 
hcmgbt wise and li- 
proviae means of sn\}port for a 
priesthood to institict three millions of peo-- 
pic in th^catholic religion, and thus per¬ 
petually to cTombat the progress of protss- 
tantibip. Ffo m^ the arguments lliat were 
advanced at day, a man might 

almost be led to w 

was considetef as gbbd as the otHK ^Off • 
that the reformation was deemed only a con¬ 
venient and political measure. He fur 
from escribing indtderence on this point Po 
the noble lord/ who, be was surc/ gave the 
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rib. 


prjTerence where it was jusiiy due; but the 
nofa|e lord had said, that u approarbed wo a j 
spirit of persecution for parh/*inent to heai- 
tate in appropi latmg the funds of tht < ounfry 
to the support of those who pleached 4 
trine subversive of Uiereiigionji)f tlierounuy. 
He might be wronn; ^ojiry so 

to dispose of the national iwtnue s it ftiight 
be called tot bv the true ^n^pliiThrened spi-, 
nt of Christian lolcrat™ He * eevtainly 
did not think, it was. HS^hfUl as great 


a 


regaij^for true tolerationlK any fhan 
would navet restrain fs^e juStrcise of 
religious worship u^ae;tteiudiVKRf^ ; for he 
could not conce^ejki^wn^i ui tfcnild com 
roil a greater orim^gMst anotlAC *Al!an by 
such an inttllcrenw ^Bnt however strongly 
he might feci this sentirient^ the application 
ot it to any partieulaemeasuie'was a very 
diflerent consideraiion The noble lc»rt^rt% 
posed to open the army and lut y to {.lersons 
of all religions, and he hunded this pro|y>- 
aitiou on t^^ Ii ish art of and on the 

iiy ongruity whwh this^t produced. To 
he could not t>nn’ 5 S;*^^mist'lf to coTiaent, 
without a mu( h sliooger case than tliat 
whi ch w as made out by thi^^uble inrd It 
the |W^lS^^W‘lwth had bireir stattcTby the 
noble loul c\tr existed in possibility, they 
had at least noser been cx|>eiiented m prac* 
ticc There w ns not an» install of«a sin¬ 
gle ludivido^ haling b t n ii‘jured or prose¬ 
cuted in cons^t^i lice- ol ihenir Besides, 
these grievames, if thcie were any, 
exi'ited not only since the union of Gie.t 
Britain W InMnd, hut since the union ot 
England and St\>i|*irui; was lO 

di Here nee bet w'ci n th' ijicoiiveiPi'nrr lusnin- 
ed by rho catholic o( Treiand, on enteimg hib 
rnajetty’fc service, and the inconven’once 
sustained by the pre^yteifan of Sr oil id ou 
doing the same. Tito ficsbytenan ^ Scot¬ 
land was sacrihced rou< h as the catholic 
of Ireland; but had tliere bi?&h ao) cUsposi? 
tionevinred on the pj^tot the pre^bjtertan 
of Scotland to witU^dd h^ services ? But, 
setting this aside, uetdepl^ the propositioit 
of tiic noble lord m i^L*t of law; he denied 
that a catholic, who obtained a cncnnii^sion 
in Ireland, was liable to anyepenaltiel» if 
railed over to exerctse^bia military dut^ in 
Great Britain. If tl^^was no* 80> we, 
s hguld have a q Hct^h 1 feh*<x>mi>eUed a man 
• dutjr, and which yet 


posed to be ds well acquainted with the lawe 
»f Ireland AS with the laws of GreatJ^aii^^ 
pass-everv yc^r a umliny bill, wbkh enable 
th*- kiift^to lequkeihr serylcesof every man 
tu his army in any^jart uf^is don.iniefia tm 4 
winch he might thh))E? pro]^%t(f saan>» 
monhini: anrt ^as it to he i|ipf»oved thtt 
lie wns insecure^n ^luig that^the refbial^ 
do whirh*w"^urf subject himsto be ahlM* 
And after all, if any mcoiiveniencea Pttm- * 
ally did occitr, the aminal indeniiM^y ait 
would I'ompletely covei^tbe case. Tl^ wit* 
tberuf<7r% WC4 a 8ubsmntii%gnevince,andt4 
ground the {ffuposed roejif|re on^vaa a 
uercepieibnce. There were jilwHor catute 


(oi its being brought 


iht&nlla^ 
o 4 IFa to 00 


did not protect him m the execniinn cf that 
duty which it compelled him to petfoAa 5 
^ such an act was not to he found in the code 
of British and Irish jurisprudence. Did not 
S* united parHameDt, whidrmQSt b0*si;^« 


What wen* 
they It was piopo 453 to 3 b t^ifay the 
stnetions hy whicli catholics were*JpW<l!^* 
ted from boicBhg superior ccrmSiffiSius la 
the army, and thi{ on aa||(nnents which 
would a&ct eqMlly*eveTy ‘'sttfbtiOn in 'tfe© 
country* cii il as wdll as military. It cer- 
(iin^y was a great discoorageinent in any 
pi nfrssionnhat tbe^^y^feasors could not dfrivo 
at the higiiest drstinctiosM. In his own pro- 
ie^ion it must be great dis^uragdtnent to« 
emhohe lawyer, to know that Ije could hot 
be m^e a judge or h chancellor. * (heart) 
He raw that soni^ of Uie gentleman .opptfv 
sile^ere prepiiVed to go the utmost etfept, 
ana to say, that in every profession and 
ciery ^employment there ought to be 
fbstinciion b^we^ the add. tlm' 

protes*’';.tf Did Uiose gentlemen perceive 
thui tbeir leusoning oxtenoedeven \o the 
«*irce«s on to theciown? He hadthrosmout 
J these obsen ati )ri to provoke lh» expresi^oii 
'of sentiment ftom thegentidnieD oppaiit*» 
to shew tbAl they fiiooght the moA to^b^ 
highest honours in state shpmi be opeti- 
hed ta pfriioos of e^ry description, without 
jihy dtsqaalidcation' whatever.* Tbking^ 4! 
on this ground, thif question would be¬ 
come narrowed; it would *Dot‘b(^*whethA: 
ydtf would allow catholic officers sopedor 
rfnk, Iffitwrhother you Vould allow Abeso.* 
.arguments to be*well foa'i%ed by which 
thatproposition was maintained, wbmeryou 
wotud tTlinqihlUze'*I.reUnd. by feedings if* 
\nsaflableitgpetite with the hope gectlog 
a)rtfast*jt ^tnanded.''If thtf^Tuann ^ bo, 
thejJalicy of this eountiy, tfcere ^as but 
dnKnine of to beAumned ta<k> 

owyohing; 4 o f7|iQ«ffii^dw %h4rq\9f 
land to tht ^tholiM j foi'ViiilM thstwevn 
done, Bfdo progress would be' norta in tAhi- 
Ireland. BsftiaUy to redrew gfl^- 
aftbea, oiflrhave theedect^ 
thofsr Ibai^semtifd Am sefarety 
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act least more loudly complained of. 'Wl^, 
theq«yliha questioQ wds Biraply tbit, Whether 
the jegisidture would give up the protestant 
«»een£iDC 7 in ii^and^ or whethet they 
* woi]Mitti;|kff a modi and say, ^'We have 

already dmie every ^ng that toleration re- _ _^ 

ouires audt mat me oautoHct hav» a right Lted to l!lb spb| 

16 demand Undoubtpdiy» a declara- ^-- 

tiofi Wonkl He, the dictate «oi^ sound policy 
and discretion. * In one of hU statements 
the npbie lord had palpably contradicted him- 
telf f Jbr, in the dIm, he ent^voured 

to make hoifte believe, that dhe aitny 
amd oa^ were c|owded witb‘\atbo3k:s, and 
then ^ he •recommended that tHhy ahould 
l^mea freeacW'i^eiL IVitb respect to the 
ritiotTfor me hre^exercise o< religion, 
dituecetsary; fmr if it were thought 


fit 

g^dually Increasing; and was much tiore 
formidable, thus stealing on by deglees^ 
than if it Were fairly exposed m all the 
magnitude tO which It seemed intended 
that it shetild arrive. In that case, the no^ 
lice of parliaipent would be strongly attrac¬ 
ted to iHb tpbiapfc^t wduld take it up in an 
extensive poinAf view; it would determine 
^upon it oeiibq||My, and he trusted wisely. 
TbeTOQ^ueticf of a storm he should not 
be apprefaenfivi^bout; but these gradual 
approaches wemvdangerous, becaua» each 
by itaelAwas^t deemed worthy vif notice. 
It shouit^e coniidered, however, that 


ev< 
cons 


proper 


ity mMt hitroduce such a 


enjf they wfreBl^dSnAemBelves, their 
nieqMftes werUaolf so.' for his own 
part, he was satisfied tint if parliament al* 
lowed their accumulation, it would uUi- 
- - ' 7 ^ ' - d' matcly have ^hat extorted from i(s weakness, 

legation iirm aitidfs of war. But if itlviudb its -snsdom would be desirous to 

_ 4. _ .14 M.*. _ - - ^ _ 1 ..l.i.?* T .J 

withhcad. « , • 

• Lord Teffrible said, that he considered it a 
misfortetne to have heard th^peecb that 
had ^en delivered bg hon. and leam^ 
gent, who bad ju^Tsat down: be could not 
help saying, that4t appeared to him to savour 
much 9f opitriims long sin ce obgc^ete^ and 
to brelthe a k ii4 of spirirfitIffTSfTBe dar¬ 
ker ages„ than for the liberal and enlightened 
times in which we at present lived. Was it 
neressBty a^this time of d^ to go into for- 
m^ prom ^ the impolicy, the madness of 
intolerance ? Was it necessaiy now to prove, 
that it ever defeated its own end, and con¬ 
tributed to edablish what it had conspired to 
overthrow^ He hop^ that it was not, 
and yet thmmgpch me hon. and learned 
gent, wouldlmd the house to suppose, that 
that genttoman himself entertmned doi^ts of 
a truth, be might say, nniverwlly assented 
to, and eonfirma ^ successive experi¬ 
ence cf ages. He ^ould ask the hon. 
and learned gent. iLit we re wise, just or 

_1*.. . .. 3w^.. . ^ * 


W e r e to be ifiadd the subject of a legislative 
nrovnioD, the utmost dbnfusion mustensne.' 
<000 fiM\ev would go to a metbodist's cha- 
prir another to a proittt^isn conventicle, 
a third to a roman eatirafic church ; in short 
Co eyery*pUce of worship but a* protestant 
one; it u'aTcurtoui enough, that tllbre 
was to* be no legtslafive provision^or the 
, Protestants to go to the church of England, 
wt, if all this confusion >3&ouM take tolace 
in the army, what must happen in the mivy ? 
The noble lord had dedar^ that h^ appre- 
heti^dd tk> ipcc^e^enc^ from this unpee* 
ced^tedcoleratTon in the navy. %No incon- 
veoteoce! Suppose the captain and crew of 
a^JBon of war were roman catholics, th<^ 
puut hmre a roman catholic dergyman—(A 
'ctf of Boi ho!)—Why, as a captain of a 
bin|n of w^r had a rijht to appoint his dllip- 
latn, if be* ^^^e a roman camolic, he would 
nearly appoint a protestbntclergynM* Per<s 
l^ps it^wag intended that this should faf 
^ermined by the admiralty board. But 


ft woukfbe drffieult for that board accurately fpolhic, to ^ralude the brave fidlows who 


ta ascertain the proportion in a ci*ew^>e* 
tweetethe catbolic^nd the protestaflts. HiisJ 
tpo lie would maintain^ that, ip dase of 
any invasion of Ireland by a French force, 
•the canamand^ of vl^ich sboqld issne a 

{ imclBmationiafiup|brtof the roman drtlKH 
^.it>ialasioR ivoultl o6t W so 
'vigwpusly ^pe)l<Kl ly^ aromaocaUtpliccapW 

tam aad.cipvfas by a^pr^stlht cf^tn | 
atm Cray* qonsileratioaa wbidi I 

oogbe meweite cfie*jedoui 7 and Bpprdien*' 
don of dradtouae and of the couAtrpi bot 
be^cs not so'anxious to call thdr luentian 
Ap (he p^ticular mcaMire*fio\« pr5posed*M 
d>^<tbe ^ioci^ of Mino^lanHvhtch.wai 


Ukde up a considerable portion of our 
navy and arni}\ froiw*i]^ advaobges and 
the glory of the ae'rpM, when they shared in 
all its dangers ? JijfVas not usual in so earty 
a itage of a bill to go into all its ifierits, and 
be tbooldmot now d6 so,- he could not 
however abstain from entering his solemn 
protest against th&gmval of aU those intolcM 
rant bigotries, whicn .hfa ta,.alLJmes jmeiL 
productive of the mosTisiscnievouirCSecte^ 
hon. and learned gent, bad insinuated 
gldomy predictions in case of the enemy 
afiectlng a landing in Ireland. Upon what* 
were these .apprehensions founded, bat the 
evrtt*which the proposed bill.purposed do 
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rcDo!^; by removing the dUcon- 

tent V> niodiL dreaded by the learned wnt 
would no longer eziit It had been said too, 
tbat if so n^uch was given to tho catholics, 
they would requite all; they would pot stop 
here, nor be satisfied till the established 


r 

sioQ. As tothoro(naacatbpli«s>of thUeoi>o^ 
try, they hadnodergunethepurg^umy^t*)^* 
furi^ and most be cousiiieted Ub^ood t^tid 
loyal apt^cts He saw no necc^hity tor 
introducingftbe present bilU^and ii^uJarly 
tbat clause which venLto authoi^$e%to oil 


nor 

church of Irdand was a aoipj^ cathelic one. I persona ip the araiy and nav)J pot of the 
But to this ai:guineDt,he cons^re^ it a sudGi- rcommunion of tlie church of fnghmd,' th# 

■j^free exercise * of their rell^iob worsliip I 

ictw 


cient answer to sayt that al| ask^ 

In the present instance A boon of fa 
limited extent; and that vm only in case 
of moi^eing asked, or wog attempted to 
be granted that the bon. andleatn^ genfs. 
argument would havp short, 

the whole questk^ redwxdk.itself to this, 
whether the e^t ^^dB^now ad ysty^l vas 
such as, if grfinted,^x)ula render the catho¬ 
lics, either in this country or Ireland, the 
objects of jealousy or«distnut? In vain 
would it be to exp^t allegiancc^from tb^, 
who were, at the same time, tokl, that tAy 
were unfit to enjoy the Benents of that 
allegiance; \>r to look for tittadttnenf 
from those, ^o were ndt to receive any 
*Alpbort from the g^Thment of the cAin- 
try. \ 

Mr. Yorke approved of ttaa^rinciple of 
the jbilbyttfpjsia^ aa applie^^ the it>man 
catholics of En^^d; but it was a distinct 

Q uestion how far it should apply to Ireland. 

[e did not think It ^ir that the^jomois ca¬ 
tholics in lrelai)d should have any advantagA 
over those in any other parts o£ the empire. 
His hoD. and learned friend's speech did not 
appear to him to have descrvsid tiro severe 
animadversion to which it had boon sub* 
jected by the noble Iftrd w hg hJ B spoken 
last The noble lord had ol^Scm to, that 
speech at more worthy of the darker 
ages. No one who knew the great talents 
and enlightened mind pf hi/hou. and learn¬ 
ed fi-iend could suppose tJSat any speqi^ of 
his could deserve such*a description. "The 
sentiments his hon. and *leanM&«frieDd had 
uttered, were those of 1688 , and ne wished 
to know if the nobleUom tb^ght the times 
that placed the hofiseldf ^uover on the 
throne of these realms w^ the darker ages. 
He agreed entirely with As hon. and learn¬ 
ed friend as to tlie necesuty of pntting at 
length some limits'to those ually ionovatioiis 
on the church of, England estabiisbnient* 
He did not wish to #mvd*«i)oplessant re- 
R^iSi'n6hhd!8fiy*0(3!!r tfio sajiio time, , as it 
wasimpussible to forget the spiritof insuiyec- 
tion which prevaiW amongst the 
catholics in the year yy98, so it ^^ust not 
be wondered .gt. If fe^ngs of considerablo 
yegiousy veroeKpUo^oa mt 9ces^^ 


for be had nev^ beard any pmctiOal difficUl* ■ 
ty stated, or-any real ground of oantpjpint 
respecting catholic officers > aud men being 
pruhibit^frpm attendiiTg divine worslup ia 
their own wa ^; and he .had puFSp^ly 
knownssonsp catholic officers'in tjip ar/ny* 
who had raabe no diflici^JV gMing Vitli 
their division to churefiV' vrliea ffSc Refor¬ 
mation first took place Uie catholics 
no ohjeOtion lo attend the worshipJ^MtiOTiy, 
sacraments of tbe*'chuich^£n^i)g]and 
ITof although the prolostant churcih expunged-^ 
and rejec^ whaf it considered aa erroneous, 
still it retained a j^rt of the formulariee *< 
made use of in th^^urch of Rome;ds 9 
therefore saw no seriqjos^gnevance existing • 
which requhred to be remedied by "au act 
of pdrliameut | and he realiy^ought it waa 
ropch better policy hoi to attempt^o fhfiiedy 
the grievance in this w'ay, which ought nut to 
be noMlted to witUuut a cause of strong ne¬ 
cessity. 

Mr. .^^taffue declared, that he consider¬ 
ed vjhatever related to the prot^la.nt religion, 
as aistinguislo^d from the ron£n cathode, 'to ' 
be of serious importance to* this country, 
and that the preservation of the proteatant 
establishment was essentially requisite to \ 
maintain tl)e 4 )eace both of this coqptry aud-.' 
Irelaad. Upon tj^e subject of religion, thg *.• 
house had two itrincipdes to look*^ to; the*, 
first w|s«ahat of toleraticm, witfioqf wdiich^* 
uothiog could go on well ioa Qoqntiy«| and*! 
next to this was the security of the establish- ,< 
cnenf. Hewusaf^id, from^be .ar^tnenU* ' 
wUi^ had bwn adduct bv the noble-Wd > 
i^'hcf hud iotspduced tbb-]beasure, that si¬ 
milar iiiAovations wqpld bepresfed upon the. 
house, and would at last proceed so far as 
to render it^ tmpossilfie tor parliament to . 
maintain the tests which experience bw 
proved to 1^ d> usffdli 
argumeni| would go to^eidinib alK aissetodri . 
into alkonice8aa^>laGe8 of app^t- 

mtixit,,-e%en thoi^vmdi a l&ige <na|ori^ ol 
that house* foKoerlyr aQtfwhichtaeMuoa ‘ 
at large hadepnsidered aa dangeruposiB 
religious dltablishment of the coaotry. The 
cototltnfiOit and' a choirch^ f 

estoblUhncnt^H^so interwoven «8Cii^4^ * 
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opV codl^tWt'-be aftected 
thu.otberj^. He, there- 


fiSrj 


„.^ne,'would cbiiKertr to toleration so 
It only as ](j6t'‘tend to endanger the 
«id ^ was entirely of opl- 
IKA i^Whis' hon^: i^ipd' lear)i«d friend near 
^hii, .tjMiwllw'had JrcadyjbtMS for enough, j 
tfit irme^atiob ^wdd bo* 

V • V . >9 __ .p 


for what w^ we ^argument of, 
TOO noble V)ra f It was an arri' ' t fdiinded 


^ ^ •' 
^mman 


i^>R1 
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(lot to be found as fpriout poletnks. iif tiie 
mob, as’amung thow who baj';^aduslled } 
As to any obnrnction given to the fonia|i. 
catholics in’ the eKi^clse of their\eligloK« 
be did htttVdievc'it. He.asked oT^euUe- 
men on the^o\|:ier si^e, if they knew*8 sin- 

f ib jnsjSin^ Gburindlon ? ^Here 

ir JohnNew^rt distinctly answered Th thn 
'iffir;m^iive]. wli^jinight so ; but befon- 
rc^sed,he d^bu. He must again 

advert to th^ af&npts which he perceived 
railhe to pi^him down. B^'^entle- 
men lifji^l^ew him if they tf^ipecte^ ut 
suepeed iiw si^ a!^$i 0 tnpts. He would raise 
his voi ce au vt^afeg^tkd jwetiments of an Im- 
jtti^?ai!^3udepeifyenf^meih!|f‘r of parlia- 
mjsut, He had now Atild what he had to 
f:ay upon tllis question, and geiitleni'bn had 
dmeated thi^ own pCirppse; fur if .tiiey had 
n^%o K^errupted hipi, he should have sat 
ddwn.tnuclvsooper. • 

^ Frmaj?//e declared, that in his view 
of flSe'subject, t^e measure pioposed 
did^nct bear upon^^ consiiiution of , 
countj'y. Ther^^ft'as^o clause in this bill 
that went to pimidc for the establi.sjiment 
pf th^atho^ta^lergy, either lU the ayny or 
pavy.* mUiiat^^ffEer agSStMhe 

bill of pghtfi dr the'act of actilement, and 
he should*/eei sorry if such an impres¬ 
sion *as this well, tnade ^upon the public 
m'lud. ^ • 

^ Mr. T*. PftffftJner said, this measure 
appeared to ^im to be one w hich called for 
tii^ pprioas a;tentipp of the house. I'he coun¬ 
try had b^n ^tleprived |br a lung time of the ** 
bor\'icr< bpdy of people, and now 

tl^f a fair opportunity odered« for granting 
the present boon, he trusted the tiipe was 
edme^'when no honest catholic would be 
deprived of >the\)ypbrtunity of serving his 
coudi^. , . . 

Jiv. ^9^ianiented> that appn the intro¬ 
duction d/%s measure, an alarm should 
I'Bave.beea raised, as if it would, draw the 

?irotesUnf esUlbVshi^ats of England ^ud 
^land intqdaa^. He hoped gentlemen 
would come tp^e .eppsider^ion. of this 
,^nution ';^bout pre^ice. It a goes- ' 
ti^ of in^rtao^, apd its tc^dqpcy. was tp 
^vcht the hatvvfs pf J|retod,.&pfn bett^ 
;]wMh«4 

home, tfae 

—.-- ^a^ipeof foreifea conntn<^' !Xau mewrp 

yq^npt ^qfiiie ebindiffitf- ^wht to aequre th^r serfij^M 

sac Vcft^ to^ %S i»Odpd fii^^ 4 | 2 ^fpre to bp iteoWjv 

Ilijp jrtocijrtei pf- 


anomaly betw4cn"^_^ihe two reliV 
Ipoo^ Thts^rgoxgeni pfoved too mpoh)' 

Ihts KJI was proposed to remedy Ibis dno- 
^idal^,,cdhep w^ild the infipyat Ion 'grow 
^^Weaier aqd ffeater every day, tkeeno- 
' kjialy vra»i*dei*jjofW^ puftlng" c two rcll- 
.^Ons precisely on tn^arne foodng : by re- 
~'yaalu ig tlte bill of nghts,*tl[nd the t^st act. 

J^rms'darker iges^ he, foj' hisj 
di4.0obthink|lijt1he persons who pVei 
tb>B pftrtestani rlmgion bad barker uii- 
^mtBudrp^ than thgllfe who th<^ht all je- 
^Iglops eq(»l. As to the .Operation of the 
proposed, hl^ IggSg'^ friend was about 
fo {kit ihe case,o£ehahlp commanded by a 
iroman Catholic i^pjtain, , buf 'as*he was^ di- 
ifertedfrom iKhe btiould beg leave to pdt it 
for hun:-^The captain is a catbqlic; his 
crcw'partly roman catholics. Wdlj the 
ea|)lain briuj^ a catholip prfest on boftr^ nay, 
ndt one, priest (for Ik is not to be ^fimitcd), 
but a. dy^en pf^tbem, p^apsj. wdkt 
la |;hb OeD^qtkn'cqi? The ip;ic 9 ts dissemiyate 
*Jheir/pbjiish^ ^octriueS; thrpuglV tlje ,t»h:jp : 
^nip',^rb coiiVetted, some not^'d^utiion is 
^IbUi among the Heamen^j; ^Id, inste;^ 
'®f |i«ippafing ‘to the .dh^mon . enemy, 
‘-“‘pfi one anbChcKj^add fall to 
preSajh^-iiS^l.^UjgfterJ. 
W^s not thing ^ j^Gukl asr 

lnro>thi^eulleidenkbtt lit reqaire<l^tori&.fft- 
^Boos tS^sadpmtion, I^^pald iidf ^dp hK 
.[Iqdsngtoihe levitytf^ca^ngtfhtTemen qp« 
He w«a>,the.'inDre sorp]isi^d to ses^ 
iSSi^oble friend(lofd-Ho^lO/ 
.but he .was sure ndbks Ic^dfwSulS be m 
Vffbm jnteu^pg'fijioa^ pedidnal inciviU^. 

, But^ is to &e pophiarity m ^e ipeasuie it^ 
catdinoi hi^ warning uuinisters of 
Opot' the pec^e ^ Tnnoviton of 
;—He f^thde^ 1^;- 
^lo^',Hf I^AO, ‘ and caiitiot^, 

a,,JiljQe;as,nd^eemea. to reel 
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o^>|ct9 of that revolution^ there would be 
foub to'be two principal objects, in v^ew* 
namely, the religioos and civil liberties of 
the country. With rwpect to tlie tatter, 
fie trusted they would never be attended to 
Ay a British parliament, ‘and that diat house 
would look with mces$ant jjtoloaiy to any 
measure that tended to overjffo# the liber-4 
ties of the country j but, with respect toj 
the other object, the prdtCst^t religiopyt* 
should be remembered,-th^fUhe que^on 
was then, whether a popjk house ahould sit 
upon ^i^rone ? . But vAutd any man pre¬ 
tend, thafthcre was ^iinilar-'dnji^r now ? 
or that the popish i^lw^^yas ever likely 
to.gain such an.estal^iltittent in pmdiftsnent, 
as to endanger the protectant religion ? He 
was sure^thiit such danger was remote in¬ 
deed ; and that in tbeT>re8ent measure, no 
scintilla of danger of inis sortiai^as likely toJ 
arise j and he also rrusted, that the hdUse^ 
would*Wot partake'of that dHarnh which the 
hon. and leaned gent, had endeavourisd it> 
create. « 

• Mr. H. ^roM^TsaJhcgight certainlyethat 
gentlemen should not be hasty to take 
an alarm, till they saw. the\^i 11. fiu( with 
regardUj^Ahe religioB^pe conudered 

its^ff^rit to be as hostile to*tIe liberties of 
this country, as any arbitrary power could 
be. He trusted that tbery was no dr^ad of 
any foreign conquero^; but slidilld a succes- 
iul and formidable usurper, who has cemen¬ 
ted tyranny wherever he lias ^ne, penetrate 
to Ireland, gnd avail himself of tlie Pope's 
bull, for the re-establishment of the catholic 
religion in that country, lie couli^ot think, 
that additional indulgence^^ainld ensure 
the loyalty of that body. He^as far from 
thinking that concession after concession 
would conciliate the^ affe^tons, or ensure 
the obedience of th# Irish catholic|. He 
foresaw considerable danger from these^n^ 
cessions, as they tended to ji^mpossess the^ 
minds of the catholics with exaltations pf^ 
still farther concessions.* He was averse to 
innovation.s, unless«an^3Listi^gevil could be 
proved, which could nols be remedied but 
. by law; bt^t in the presaiu instance, he was 
not aware that any such practical inconve¬ 
nience existed. Unless the houA was pre¬ 
pared to go the length of saying, that 
every office in thp utpted kingdom was to be 
^.opens.lPb .persons of all religions, he could 
see DO go^ argument for acfrahciug catholics 
to the highest appointments in the army- 
He should, however, hkve no objection to 

t ut all the roman catholics in the united 
ingdom upoo tWaiBie footing as the Irish 
^ Vot, iXi' • 


catholics noW were. The Irish roman ca- 
tliblics had at present ^ery thing which 
they, could r^sonably wish for :fnlFP^i^. , 
perty^as secure; proviticai was^made for 
the education ^ tl^eir prifllts; the friary 
and legal professions wem openedgto tfneih ; 
in short,jhey haii^ever/thing tl^domd wish 
for, excepting politic^ power# Uught tbej^ 
then, to beiasenfibippf thebmmgs thiiy 
enjoyed, orongAtera for thepmefitstfaeyr : 
possess undpr the bqst of sovereij^s, merely ' 
because they 4id not posses^ political ) 

It had beeutbe wisdonvfif.our anceitoiy to 
restrain the^xpeutive power fromnxmferring 
the hjglibfg offices upon rombu catbStSI^ and 
we'ou^bt tiprevere their rymOrieg^gitd also 
to do justice to post£Tif]^»3^ nriTintaihing 
the fences which our ancestors liad erec^. r« 
Lord Howkk'^ reply, said, 
that his motion for ints^ucjn^fa^^ill would 
have passed withoutVeny dufepsTton. I|e 
wished this questiongo be treated on its own 
merits. *He did not consider it as standing 
upon thp ground of toleration; but fii^ it' 
rested bn the fooliri^,^hat, in consequence 
of what had formerlj^ ^a^sed in the Irish 
pai^ament, it was necessal^to make the 
laws in the two countries consisteaP* with 
tfiem^rves, and not to suffer the catholics 
to bepn that anonialous situation in which *' 
no people w'ere ever placed before. He sa'w 
no reason for that alarm which some hon. 
geiitleiif^ had endeavoured to create; for, 
as \o this rapasure, ft coilld be attehded wit}> 
no danger to the religion or establishment 
of the country. He could not concur in 
opinion with the hon, and learned gent., that 
if a person in the army was qalled out in* 
cbcjjience to the order of his superior, atiil^ 
at the peril of*his life, that therefore llo 
qould nqt( incur any .pejialty under possible 
clrcuifistances; he could not suBHvilbe to 
the hoo. learned Rent's 'exposition of^ 
the law, particularly on tlie^subjecliof coni< 
puljpty service, and more especially^when 
hccecollpcted the opiniofl whicli (hat[noil. 
ktid learneiHsent. had formeriyitgiven on. the *' 
sul^ect of tlw voluifteers. The Irish act of 
parliament could oniy^regnlate^ the aripy of 
irelat^; and if an Irish regft^ent* rejmovkd* 
to Englagd^t was tbei^ upon thfr^fagliri* 
establishiiibnt, td the TigtJi*dfTAo « 

Irisli^afliamei^t coultf not dXtetfd, and ec^- 
sequently i& offiCbA we(e sclj^ 
penalties a British, JegisjSt^e* had 

enacted. • But, from the 
union taking place betd^w thp^tro coup- 
tries, and.when ||fare was no longer an Irfsh 
army, bat t\#a;^y of the united UDgdiito ,.7 
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noa m the^army^ ^He acknowledged^ that, that night) had made use of inflammatory 
&/uc4Pf the catiffltcs dicUhold cofnmissiotu, Unguage. which huul produced the ^tal 
but it w»%>qpntrary» Jp existing laws/ and eflect? \^«n hi»£oa. friend spoke of the 
^hough nvadvantage had bran .of danger toswhic^ thUhoo<}c might be expo- 

this hi^^h y the kw» be woi^ ask* ''iied> he hah qpjy to request of his hon. 
whetiier it vw/air toklac^h^ catholics in not to promote that danger, by uune* 

- such asitug^ri/and tf9r-|)Sas that over by abrn^;/&r himself heentertained 

. ooni^v^nce, which the .law forbad, instead no ahch apprehviaions. Af^er the extinc- 
of givmg it a legal section ? The hon. and tion of the riots in 1780, wheii iibe^ was 
leamedgent. had professed hltn^f a friend grahted.^to tbs dUholics, and the 

to thg 4 u 4 ncipfe of toleration ; <>ut toleratioib question e| ^milw rancessions with the 
to be complete,'feust be free'/ropi aq^ ex- present Was agi|ptef a feat bouse, no such 
dusidh the only '^rue princi- conshquwg^ ensuid^ j 9 or ‘ would they, at 

pie of el^iK^lk/ oh: account of mi^ious the present* unlesf the spinP of bigotry 
was, w'ben these opinions were should again excite false alarms of dapgers, 
coDnS^:r^ with poUdcal parlncipjes hostile without* reality, so ag to excite an attack 
tOvthe stat,ej ^ut when this ceased to exist, ^e]pois>men*5 IfVes and properties.' Hededa- 
htt wotild ^itend .tha&tbeii all dis<]ualihcs- retT^io man was a more sincere friend ^ to 
tions oitght to cease? The feon. gent, who the protest/nt bhurch of £nglan(f than 
-spoke, last had contended, that the catholics himself j btit he did not feink ^t fee best 
w elb only excluded jfrom political power, way of supporting it was by ^ins, penal- 
• but w'Osnot thataajingprtant object? For, ties,exclusiouib;4it on the contrary, 
how cotfld civil rights be securedto any con- by moderation ajfA candour. Tlie present 
siderable degrifl^ without the possession* of be coniiderefe be a beneficial measure, 
politiiiyi ? And miftt not such ^rsoqs and that not to th^.6afeurMS«h|n to 
as v'cre disqualified from fee acquisition of the country ar large, and on the prinftple 
political power, feel discontented? NAnd of genefel advantage; nor did he consider 
ought such exclusions to be considered as that feere w|8 any^thing dligraccful in tna* 
necessary, unless when danger wq^d arise king-conoelBions, when occaj^ion required. 
from*con^r|;ioe the^m ? But in giving the He only wished this mefture might under- 
present boon, DO such danger would arfse. go a fair examination, being convinced that 
The Irish parliament had already sanctioned the result of free discussion ^ways was, that 
the measure, and formed the precedent. It the cause of truth would flourish and prevaiU 
was true, that Irish catliolics might at pre^ —The nd tfe Lord then moved for leave 
' ^ent enter as siddiers and sailors; but a to bring in^9?iU a^stated m the moiiuii; 
'ttr.cjpuse in this bill Will provided to grant them which was ligreed to without a division, 
eecurity fdr (be-free exercira of their reli- llie bill was read a first time and orde- 
•gioq, aii4 ^ ^ reaAa second time this day 

3 greater ^djity of recruiting for the arm^ ^sc^might. • * 

jBBd navy. When his'hon. ifitad (Mr. '' [Committef op •Supply — Prussian 
*Montng4e)..ha^qarried his alarm so far as' SuBSiny.j^Mr. Ilbbhouse brought up the 
to doubt whether feis bill would not change Report ofCommittee of Supply. Ou 
t.' the oavy into a relgious juputiqg club, die resolution for grating ^,0(XJl. to make 
.that when all hands wt^te piped, the ship good a like sum^^aUlgd to the King of Frus- 
would liecooae a scene of rdigious contro- sia, ' ^ 

^ be mqst say feat he could not treat Mr. Bankes, regarding this grant as the . 

such an ^r^iment with his accuCtomefl' gra- first instaliprat ot a subsidy to Prussia, and 
J?^t Tt was i^^eserved fot4this night's regarding subsidies, though they might be 
* d^Ie' to a^ettll>at^he way to excite reli- wise iq some circumstances, as very gene- 
ratg^dcba|e to soften Awipdifieicnces. rally unwise, felt hiiuself bound to state 
His^pfrv fn^d bod i^nShtffed the.t^ouse bis sentiments sothe leogth. Hoiwould.^ 


His^pft^ fei^d bod i^nSr^led the. l^ouse bis sentiments some length. Hoiwould. 
of die J'ear 1780 , *and the fine wbt&,rWte recal .tbe attenuon of fee house to the 
^•^ ^ ^ ^jipr **ght qd up. well remembered feat -subsidies granted since the. commencemsDt 
rijamnil ifiA scene: but what was tUb cause ? of thelatewar, everyone of which it was 
\ Wm it ' feought hard to refuse at fee time, buf 

,, g • 3tnvileges granted thfen, that they: every one of which had altogether failed of 


s 
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the benefits expected from it, 
HeVrst instanced the subsidy to the.Kiag of 
Sardinia, agreed upon in 1793, the amount 
ofwhich was to be 200,000l. a year during 
the war. But the King of Sardinia was 
obliged to make a separate pe^ce in less tlian 
3 years. In the«sacne yw j ftcaty of 
subsidy was entered into witk msse Cassel, 
and power was ohhj^ to make i 

separate peace in 2 yl^rTS^Tn 
ther treaty was made witli iio^tter result. 
The eWtoml troops of U^nover, 4be mar- 
gra\ e o^Kaden, and tbe landgrave gf He3se 
Darmstadt, subbidisc^^t ihe sam/'time, all 
made peace in the sa^e.y^^. Ip 1793, a 
subsidy was gmoted le Russia, gaai«fatei^ by 
the United atates. The sum was 50,0001. 
a month during the war, and 300,0001. in 
advance, but Russia made a separate peace In 
1795 . AlargeraubsidywasgraarndtoAustria 
in 1795 . There was a loan|to that powerHS# 
4,0oO/XX)]. in 1796 , and a iurtner loan of 
1,603,000l.^in 1797 . But Austria also was 
compelled, b^ distres^ t(Pfnake a precipate 
peace shortly aftfttih # A new loaif of 
2,000,0001. was advanced i^800,and, short* 
]y after, the battle of Mareng^xtiogeished 
altb enufi sfrom thc^toperarion of 
Austria. In 1798 , a treaty or subsidy was 
concluded with Russia. The sum to be 
supplied monthly was 50>)00l. ^>th tm ad- 
\ance of 300,KI0l. But the policies of th& 
court of Russia chariged suddegly, and that 
power became our active enemy. In 1800, 
the electors of Bavaria and Meutz, and 
utlicr powers, were also subsidised with as 
little cdect. Since t^ie rene ^l ^ tlie war 
on the continent in 180^, anotny treaty had 
OYtsted, and it u'as only last that sums 
had been voted to pay some^iears accrued 
under that treaty. Rjpt thaf treaty had had 

no belter efiect than the fdi'mer. Th# filial 
battle of Aubterlitz compiled that power to 
make what terms she could, uow we 
had to make good to Sweden and tciIIussiB the 
at rears ot tl/atunfortikidte subudiary alliance. 
The present grant s^eni^dtp be the com- 
tncDCcment of a new srtR^ of subsidy. 
‘He should not be disposed to cavil at this 
sum, if it were not to lead to lugny larger 
grants, (lord Howick said across the tn^, 
no i there Is no trek^ of subsidy.) The hon. 
gent, in continoationl^Td, if tbi^e was no 
provision for subsrdy in tjbc treaty with 
Prussia, he bad trespassed too long upon the 
house. He bad addressed*tlie house only ott 
the idea that a larger subsidy was in ountem* 
pTation. 

Lord H. 'stated, that this advance 


was made by Tord^utchinson for the parti« 
cula'r exigencies of the army fon- 

'tresses in Silesia. He.cotfbeire^the Nuse 
of the misunderstanding, chat tins advance 
was the coeimencemcnt o^a subsidy.^arose 
from its having beei^ snentiq|^ fii the 
message •fiom^his m^esty ccAninunlcating^ 
tlie intelligence ef tht^treaty m peace witS 
the king of wt tbeA^^was nothiug 

of aubsidy in thVmaty, the a^gance had 
been made in consequence of a ditcretjqgaxy 
power given to lord Hutchinson, whj^e dis* 
credon could not be *aoabted in ^sewiny 
particular emergency reqnii;^ sucii^ 
or anjs pa^^dar services could effected 
by it, Th«P%avance hacLj^^eiSMTett ift 
prevetvting the progpes^ ofme etiemy in the 
quarter in which it had been appVu^.^ Ho 
agreed with the dton. gent, that ^fi&iug 
future treaties oF subsWy, we^^ht to [y* 
re|;u]ated by past experience, md that our 
pdvantagqa oogift ta be regulated by the 
beoefits, which, according to past experience,. 
we might FeasotTablr^ope to receive. ' • 
Mr. Bankgs, under^ thP explanation that 
bad been ^ven, had no elncction m make 
good tbc advance that had oden made by 
lo{d Hutchinson. He was pleased wflb tlu3 
assuniMe given by the noble lord, that iu 
futuref treaties of subsidy past experience 
would be made the guide, and that vast sums 
would no^e advanced without any certain 
bet^fit, ^ 

Lord Ifou'itk said,tffat lo^ Hutchinson h*ad * 
a discretionary power to makb advances \n 
case of any pressing emergency, and he was 
every person would agree that sucli n 
discretiou could not be placed in better *' 
hands. There was no treaty of 6iibsid);j. « 
But he would not h^ve the houae'go aw^^ 
with thp idea that govsriunent wd^s p^luded 
frpin granting a subsidy, if cir^i^nnces^ 
^uld render it desirable. He agreed that ' 
Inany of the former subsUIvs wea^ 'most • 
uivnoae in principle, and most nnprodufisve^ 
iq efent sB^st evety case depended upop its' 
own cirfunistances. ^A principle of cautitm / 
ought always.ro be applied, to prevent the * 
advances from being naade unnopessaiily^ or 
incaatieusly,*so as to hazard a nsk/that xifi\ 
benefft wosjld^ie derivqd^^ He dissap'j^f&ied' 
of all subsidies which 

lish mqncy t^ induce foreign to , 

into w,er .withoy^ny ot^vta 

But when they w'entf engaged, or,r^d/to 

engage, for common integers, he 

would tery wrong not to hoW ourselves 

at liberty to tgcg»Aq|id support them. ‘ 

allowed that fast texperience ougJit*to . 

c;2 • 
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.toftde the nile of ourooivhfldt ^th regard^to 
'iuti^9MV^tie% ^ but not so ftr as to prevent 
W frotp QnteriVg ixrttf such treaties.—3'he' 
f^es^ution was uen agreed to. ,• 

pjR. PAt)l.r.'*8 PETfTION MESFECTINO 

Election.] I^ird 


may prevail on other parts of the sul^leb't, 
yet on one there will be no differen(fe of 
opinion; namely^.the sincerity of the indi¬ 
vidual who has presented this petition to the 
house—tbe sincere and honest belief of tiie 

truth of its contents. I do not expect any 

»•» . • _ !• ____ _ _ • 


!^b{l^|dMijfcoved the order*of the dav for I credit tc^be ^en from any personal consi- 
^ iitfbj^iKbd^ocmsjderation tbe Peti-j deration eitheic to any thing I state, or any 




^mpiaining of j 
l^-^'^Ilr^e witnesses anm- 
evidence before the com* 
ab&t'-fo^ appointed to try the 
liientB o^thtB^’lEfbSection for ^Vestmlnster. 

proceedings of the 26th 
; otychfvary 4TO*tfae 2d ofMarc|»T <» 

that by'^e forms of 
the house, a witness coiild not stay in the 
during the examination of the wit- 
nef^eVS^e Irad sumthoaed' Mr. Pauli as a 
witnesS,«^bat^he begged to state that-he ha^ 
CIO objectidli to bis i^maining at the bar^he 
whole time of the profieedfngs —Thecounsd 
forthepetitiunerwerethen called m, and 
V ^r. Plumer adctp^’b^vd the house as 
follows:—*' Mr •^Speaker; 1 now proceed 
to dlsdiarge thc*^y which, under the in¬ 
dulgence of4he bouse, 1 have been permitted 
to le^rve fof tliis day, Tn stating the petition 
of Mr. Pauli and the evidence in ssmport of 
it, and, air, with verjT grateful sfcknow- 
ledgments to the bouse for the indulgence 1 
have experienced, I must, atthe,^me time, 
stare to4h^ bpus^lfae nubility I am under to 
pVoht entirely by it. The vety volumiiions 
body of evidence and the inability of access 
to it till a very late period, have prevented 
my adverting to xnany of tbe circumstances 
. .v^ich hare been stated. I shall, therefore, 
*^4^teDt nayaeff wfth addressing only general 
^ except on particular pacts of 

''4he t||||timdny which we are ableeo collect as 
mosVimi^rtanton tbe subject: and, 
char^ug this duty,* I shall, on* every cotim^ 
deratlcn,.- raest rigidly abstain from evefy 
.. which does not directly bc^longitQith'e 
duty imposed u^n me. 1 sMI eiid^avpur 
; • t6 discharge that duty^as briefly as 1 am able, 
from every cousideration of duty and of res- 
peet to the>house, as well as other considera- 
tions with which it is unnecessary for me to 

I sh^ll ii™|r firar place, 

. atale wn 4 t«.''re w allegations contained in 
and tbci^h^^yn-emiml you of 
thc^afeoce you have ne3^ in support of it; 
and, *oi> this^l5ect, *I am^rsuaded, what- 

house naay*flnal]y think 
•proper to pronounce with respeefl to mis pe- 
. nitiou, 1 hope I am n£»ti^ pifguine in |ex- 
pectii^ that whatever diflerence of^ opinion 


g stated by^)ie individual for whom 1 
the hoTuw^'Appear, but I am persuad¬ 
ed ^verygeufenrau will see, that a^petition of 
thia natifre couldmot liave been stressed to 
tlTe hq|W in c^inon ptudenC'^'P if there 
had not uSen a sinceep^aud honest belief of 
the trullv of il^ cob^nts; becaufse, it could 
nof poss^ly answer any pu/pose of benefit 
to the individual who has mdfibited it, pre¬ 
maturely to bring under the consideration of 
this house the merits of that case by which 
he Will be a8le to support a petition hereafter, 
'ft*disclose all tjiathe had, ora part of what 
^he had to oring forward upon another occa- 
*8ion, witlfthe probability, ftot^'of having it 
more advantagedhslv.discussdd, but he must 
beYuIIy aware wisdom and judg¬ 

ment of this h|^se would infalliWy discover 
it tod>e so, that the consequences could 
be only ruiifaftd di.sgraoa«VrHiirtP mf*U> his 
cause ^ thatMie contest must be pursueSlaere 
with every disadvantage to himself, where 
his«oppoq?nt, being of necessity a member 
*of tlie house, has every opportunity given 
him to discuss and tS” question throughout 
the whole of the proceedings, while he, the 
other litigant party, is not permitted to stand 
in tlie same situation; that every possible ad- 
vantagej^l^ttfore, Would be derived from 
these circ^F^lances on the one side, and 
every disamHntage on the other, by prema¬ 
turely bringi^ tliis under consideration was 
quite obvious^ then, was this dune ? 

Fortvhatpurpose w'asthe petition presented? 

what purpose \^a3 this inquiry brought 
under tlu^onsidcration of the iiouse in this 
novelshjpc? Why was it done? Surely, 
no one will he at a lo<s to recWlect why it 
was done, v'en 'ihe^ recollect what was 
the situation petitioner—under what 

circumstaoces hS stood. Thk petition was 
presented after an application had been made 
With success, to postpone the hearing of 
the petition which he had previously pre¬ 
sented, and for vflnSh be was making pre¬ 
paration^ by having served various witnesse* 
with the highe'st authority to compel their 
attendance and to ensure their attendance. 
After lie was thus engaged in preparations to 
bring forward hU cause, expecting it*to 
have been heard on tlie 24tb of Feb.i he had 
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ft^lligence given him, upon which he therefore, have pArticalariy,desirous to 
tlijighi he might securely rely, that ^rac- .^resent myseif upon the bwsipj^nd ,to ' 
ticcfrhad been made use of by various per-' beju* my share of blame u^ thUsubj^t, at 
sous vftjose names I will presently state— any inconvenience to nwself, father than 
that practices prevailed to a very.considera- shrink frpm the,discha^e of iry profes- 
ble extent, which threatened the loss of ae- sional duly on behalf* of an^4|)e4pon.for 
vend of hi- wltneeses, <and Wijchs were ad- whom \ may he*empfbyed^J^ ;1 take ^ 
dresspti, from day day,.witli the iiope <fr liberty of sayiiig it Ubf infit^itnpprtao^, 

en.leavonring to persua^ others to deprive^ not only fo tne ^dividual, btKp thd pohllc, 
iiim of that u-stinfionyTT^at^W or a pv'i ot that the person#'wi^o deserfe'th^haracber of. 
it, which was afterwards to suppotli his honest men, tfbould r^eive itj^becansp it 
caus^-Now, air, layi^ aside ail personal is the highest im^ctance, thaj. causes ■ ^ 
cornu^hlfiuDs and consiKring thls^etitlbner andpetiti^^s shdlild btnt>sach hands, (atber 
a? increi/ in the chaxactok of a.^arty having than that, bp their fallin^into Ij^nds of 
piv.'5erited a petitioj|’to we hqpse, which othqifi, pfacri^s should tike, pl^ ^ich it 
was in progrept'to hieing heard—^^iclf stood is not easpwdetect. *^8 4;a&Iw <5>mtbft 
for heariag^whicb he had a right to prose* of the person for whom i4ippi^rfnud what- 
cuto, complaining of his having been de- ever r^resentations tjberemay^be jto ^ledis-** 
pnved of the right tpttseatrin tins house, advantage of iw» whatever'ju^^cifC^erikle- 
oa Iiehalf of himself and a mmbeVpf eles^ men mar be disposed to paMjtoj^e evidence 
tors, who, to the unmber|pf 4 orfiOOOT^o nhey have beard, thlre is BlTlTsingle tiftle 
given him their votes upon Hhc occarion, of . evidence, Inuob arthe witnesses have 
what wa^t his duty to himself, to th#ha, been pressed, and properly pressed, by ques- 
and to Lite house i^do^ if he thought, ^is tions addressed tojb^ from every quarter; 
charge was well if he had^ason there is not one tittle which shews, 

to believe that tl^ese pfi^ices did actually Chat tire dbnduct of the pqritioner,* from the 
prevail; what was tbeV^y he •owed tu 5fst moment he was maohiu:quainted with 
tdi hisuself, to til|cpnstiKient8, I ^tbe suspicions respecting the suEi}edtf of this 
fmghteven say to the indind^oal who is ac- charge, was any otherwise than would have, 
cu^d, bat to bring it forwai^ wliere U was been observed ^y the most honorable man 
sure to be fairly, impartially gpd tbtvooghly living; having first cautioned tlie witness who 
discussed, ip order that it might at lea A be disclo^ these facts to him; guarding him 
seen, whether tifb su^jpicio^ that prevailed pot to speak any thing but the truth,* and by 
abroad upon this subject were well or ill no means to overllate !he truth | having 6n 
founded?—Wliabwas it incumbent upon him nO occasion offered him arfy money, or any 
to do more than, if he brought it forward, to inducement whatever^ not distinctly to dis- 
bring it fairly forward, and^m.^ firstplacer dose the frtet,. and every subject relating to’ 
fur that purpose to ^ut nS^use into the it. 1 hope; therefore^ 1 stand fait tlms /dr 
hands of the most rem^ble solicitors uiith the hous^. that we Conduct of 
there are in the professic^ and I am per- titioner was from the. peril eithVr oflostfig 
suaded that I shall ^ fornned by the know-* hb jieslimony or preferring his qpmpliiiot to 
ledge of every member of this btoie wh^ the only competent authority^ to P«ceiveS| ;* 
knows those gcntleihen, that in all tBe“pr^ for it would ^not*have been ^Xpspectful 
fession there cannot Sstoui>d<aentlemen\t 2 flo for the petitioner to have c^rMbUcooi- 
stand higher, of .pqfer hon^r, of grta^ ipfelat any where dse.g If there wpro just 
rcspcculiility, and mure unblemished cha; .^roundMO carry a coroV^Bt any wbere,^it 
rnecer than MesITs. Williams and Brodcs, and poelA be no wh^e but to this housb,'atid 
.their derk, Mr. I^owSV'jP'who arc engaged % eould be conducted only in the way it has 
in the besihess. Mor9 honourable and more* h^, 1^^ poits\ I an|^*JDOW statins •t* 

respectable persons do not exi|t in the pro- Strf permit me to ob^rve in the next 
fession. I hope the house will feigivte me, vrtijt agn=^e oharg^^ontained mtbis^eti- 
if 1 presume thus-to testify in thpir behalf; tion,^nd what is thcm’idADc^so- s^portof 
because, if, on W tobject of this nature, it.* Tbcf^ed^tiier states, di^'he a^an- 
from any accidental cau^ witnesses appear didatp at tbe lut dection ^ity ©f 

on any account to be less deserving o/errait, Westminslfi; an '\iiftiffcee;jsful tanoidate^ 
a degree of blame and disgrace may appear ^ in consequence of which he h#di^sn«todvl 
to atiach to those who are concernto. I do petitidh to this house, coroptekiingof pnun- 
not know whether that may not comprehend due£ldbt4ra*««Qd praying that ^at ^dect 
all that are concerned on tins side; andl might befakefi into consideratiqo ^ that that 
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ApdQ for tii^ on the 24thW«F6b.; that that 
nrMJiQlJHKardj postTOned till a more difitaW 
4ate» ohdihat fweli[fcg«iice >nraB given to*him 
tint peisohs werVaf tually at woiK. to d^ptive 
his testitffony, to inducespersoQs to 
go ootAof way/ and particularly to dis- 
QpsKsa hiqi| of important \locaments by 
which tie to support "his cause. The 
petition haynairly and disftnctly Itated, not 
In gencraj^iraft only, wffo Wtjre the per- 
aofgjhat‘nad been guky of this practice; 
but tbjgi^names of witnesses that were 
eeiit, or jUtemptea* to be s^t, out of 
the Wgy* and tin particular >Circum$taiice8 
^“*^tbe (rabsaodo^Sir, 
rj^stated in^TO petitioB, 
tiTOrake was, and still is, a 
mate^ w^ess summoned on behalf of 
yioar'fp^i^imr; that the said Drake having, 

^ TOth* of thib instant Feb., 

[Mr. ^snier heiwead an extract froib 



on or 


dcfi. 


the petition ending, "abdaAded, that when 
they succeeded in putting it off, such 
persons ^ould haye money to go out of the 
way to prevent theibliping summoned.'*]— 
Now, m, tfaesp.wre the alle^ions con¬ 
tained in th«#^titiOD, which 1 hope 
heose^#iU *excuse me fof having thus sp^ 
.^aiuaHy md, for the purpose of shying 
how specidc notice is givenllo these pmons 
of the charges against them, and the nature 
of the evidence to be brought.—Shti^iB sup¬ 
port of this j^iiion, you have hmrd 8 wtf- 
tem9n examinehi me witnesses»named In 
the petition, anVi \i they are deserving of 
credit, upon which subject undoubtedly^ 
the house are to decide, but respecting' 
Svbom it was quite impossible for those who 
^ipducedtbem to kntnv, otherwise than that 
theif testiolony on paper, or all the account 
w*h3ch coqjld fie discovered of them«w|8 fa-* 
^I«hle4t>itl|p testimony they were to give^ 
Mid such as induced* all those who heard 


ployed by him throughout the whole h^- 
nes9—Mr. Burgess, who had actuallycm- 
ploycd a gentleman of the name of Wallis 
under him, and another person of the name 
of Gallant, three persons, one employed by 
the sitting membef, and the two others em¬ 
ployed by l^r.*Burgess in the election bubi- 
uess, and paidvby him foi what they did 
^Uppn the subjfc^f it, they are all three of 
then pWed by ^ese witnesses, six in 
number, to have been actually employed — 
Mr, Burgess in Us own ])erson, a^ also 
Wallis and GallanV in aid of eacl^mer in 
appljing to thejfiswtnesses, whom they 
knew to ,be ac thaf time served with a 
speaker's warrant to attend upon the com¬ 
mittee, they having express n&lce of tliat, 
ajndtheiffore,,bemg bound ih all fairness, and 
aecordii^ to ml practice, to abstain from any 
conftrence or examination of any 
af^iem, have proceeded actually to^ take 
<^n their festimony, to get an account of 
the evidence they were hereafler (6 give, and 
knowing perfeetjy^we^he nfture of that 
testiiftony, and hovMlrtSl it would be to the 
cause in which trfy were engaged, have ad- 
dresse^to the^g^everal witnesses topics of 
argument andEtihpositionsf"4bi th8 
of indUcipg them to withhold that testimony, 
that they did distinctly infoml them of the 
intentkm postpone the hearing of the 
peljtion j that it wA the interlion to apply 
for that purpose^ and thaf when that appli¬ 
cation shoubi have been made with success, 
the consequence would be to leave no longer 
in force the several warrants with which 
they had bte^jy^ved—fhat one of them in 
liarticular, l|rr\Vaflis, possessed himself 
actually, of thnmeaker's warrant, got it into 
his own poBKBsiw, and represented to seve¬ 
ral of the witnes«s, hqjv truly, Ikjw justly, 
anf} properly those whom I have the 
lionour to address, know, without my pat- 


tbeiQ, tiwy RndJiaoestly to believe the truth jticularlydw|Htng on that part of the case, 
of tfa^ staterocut-fif tfaar account » I but represetfed to thom^ that they: 


^oa have beardjthoM Batsons actually sub 
at^iate tfie charge ^inst all theJndivIBuaJs 
whog^^e ^bject^of it; thd^'ijfavq dis- 
‘ilxiclly'told^i^hatNn fhe early part of 
tl^mojith o{ ian., and n^f^ulSrly jif the 
be| pimineslf-Feb, after mese|witnesv*s«ud 
dinemt^penobfe*Bkd tTcm sKved with a 
**ByMatalifMvarrant to* give their iifteodance 
on the 24th of Feb., Mr, Burgess, -^ho was 
thenolicU^ of the sitting memCiA tns agent' 
and managp]^ proved U> be^suclt and em- 


ofiering money for^that purpose^ induce¬ 
ments to them seveially to keep out of the 
way? to prevent their ^ing forthcoming at 
the times of the trial of 3le petition.— 
Questions were pat to fte Witnesses, for 
what purpose weic you to keep out of the 
way ^ Were you conscious of any crime you 
hatf committed, of any wrong you had done, 
tliat should induce you to absent youisclf?’* ^ 
Nd! Was that {he caitse of their being 
desirdd to keep out of the wayj to protect 
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thefifelres, or to guard ^inst the detec-| by a proper trlbotmU it ]{ Aotiuoglo cay th^ 


are not witneates who wouli ^. 

the object of this petition fm pt^enC'thi. 
deprivation of testimony fllieo^^rtooity 
of presenting to a proper t^unal tl at testr* 
mony, and auroly, at tfa^same ^||aedt you 
eulude |be miitgrialit^ of thar^tinonyf 
and prevent its being properlyieuniined, it 
will not beadid 4t is very iu&^ble, that 
fauch an attempt should be nSat]e,^nd much 
less that it. b impoaaible, becausNthe.j^- 
nesses woula not have been credited of can¬ 
not prove that which if Tbateriid. we had 
a right to &vi 0 tlieir testimony li^rth we 
had alight to Aave these ^tcj^sea torth- 
coming; we-^jld a right to ke(p 
tainted, and not visited by t5e opponent party 
at the time they knew they were under or¬ 
ders to attend oni^the future tribaviTl^^ea'^' 
»u^l^»stie«se-Ube merits of the case. * Therefoie^ndoubt- 
be hurt by tS.X[%iUy, the conduct ot ttfese petwi^^be soli- 

:i* tt> give.--^!tor ef the sitting member aud of Mr.'Wil- 

lis.and MT, Gallant all employed under him, , 
beginning in the roo^ ot Feb. holding«at 
the expectation of qj^postponcment and 
laying hold of them—to address thia argu^' 
(whether well or ill tomnajpd) was on* ' 
douutedly, 1 shouldssubrait, a specibs d^oon- 
ddbt which would receive no banction or au- 
thority^om tiiis bouse.—Sir, ia additioti to 
that, you liear that in the early part of the 
aionth ofEfh., namely, on the lOih of that 
month, after the solicitor and the per¬ 
sons employ^ unde^h'Uu^had b^n thus 'at * 
work with the several witnes<e»—you hud^ 
wliat I am cony to be under the painful ne- 
ceasityof stating and of bringing directly 
home to the principal geatleman who is 
subje^ofthe pharra, ^dfrcct positive proof t*, 
that on the of Feb., 14 dayc?OQly be-• 
fore the heariisg of ibq cause, lha'Wttnesf 
was seflt tor by a'^message to atteoavt the* 
huUse of Mr. Homan iu«)^riUi iStr^, Soho. ^ 


tioi^ofany crime committed by toemsel^^s ? 

—Read the evidence :—the testimony they 
have given is, that their evidence has been 
taken down j that it was discovered that they 
could detect what had been done ctoring tlic 

election; the fictitious vptes which had been ^ , , 

given; the bribery and coigniplion (which tana prevent its being properly^ 
rad been committed; tlie instances ii^'hich ‘ 
persons had been inducc*dr‘’^(f give repeated 
votes at the election. Thesg persons bejntf 
found capable of giving testimony u^on such 
a subjeStes that, that wa#Uie motive, and 
not any ctime committdL individiTally by 
themselves; and, thtf-etoJ^ they might 
with perfect safety, a^cT with perfect tinlb, 
answer the questions p;]t, and yet that makes 
no difference as to the probability of toe in¬ 
ducements which w'ere^addres^ tofthem, 
nut for their own security, bu%^»wlie. se¬ 
curity of those who might be hurt 
te^tiincftiy they were hereattei* tu. giv 
Upon this phrt of the case, as W4*1I as unoif 
other parts, untlo ubtcd ly the cause which 1 
have to support LibonK^ndcr considerable 
di»advailtage; because 1 under toe ne¬ 
cessity of considering it iurys*,tago^ the 
busin^ss^ nbridgf^fj^s it must p^ecessUy be, 
miri including fiom the considf'ation much 
of toe testimony which would we cobfirma- 
tory of the account thu^ because, 

with great propriety, the house hwe confined 
the enquiry to the wndea^ourinff to remove 
out of toe way written or parjie testimony, 
without entering into the merits of any thing 
which glassed in the election. You have, 
therefore, very properly stopped^us from 
going into evidence of toe practices 

and the transactions during th^fJelection, or 
of the knowledge of these y^sona of the 
contents of ihnt importantrdocument on 
which I shall pre!»entl 3 f observe. Yoiphave 
necessatily excluded, •therefore, all that 



acx'ount (hus'^^a^jf^ attempts to keep 
these witnesses out olWtiie way. - * - - 
.The materiality of their tostimony; toe im¬ 
portance of it; toe nature of it; ;|Ou are all 
unable particularly and distinctly to know; 
because, of necessity, the case must be de¬ 
prived of apy consid^asiou,of Uiatpartof 
the subject; au4 1 forbear tq state any part 
of that ou which you cannot receive evi¬ 
dent e. But, it IS enough for me to state, if 
their testimony miglit be material; if their 
te timony wns'proper to be received, and the 
credit to be given lb it fit tu be conridesed 


fdriuer servant of the sitting member, an^ 
now a boK-keeper a^Pruiy Lane theatce. 
These 3 persons there .aBsembll^ ply kim 
with liquor,‘address converbatiollii'to^fadiaV 
upon .the ^ and 'toen remot'b 

upon tflat day in a to'n^ 

house «f Mr Inwards, and at^r.tei.indrclb'W 
house |ie there atatea tlwhe met' 

Mr. Shei^dan hfmaelff thatbetoad^cfiiAr* 
ence w'ith Mr. Sberidat^ on thn^tfiiljwirji 
that be there distinctly disclos^ to Mr. Slie* 
rtdan tliat be Judi 4 ;^order from titoapealcdf, 
to attend as aptness agaipst him, ml uoc- \ 
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witbstandiw, that it the'Jiotise of Mr. Ed¬ 
wards^ he was accompanied by Mr. 

Johmtbint tn^ hou» he had a conference.! 
with Mr, theriarn/^o there entered'tnto 
CQpversation witH him ^on the subject of 
bis futiire|^3tiinoQy. That witness, who 
■ays tlfat n^ad beets in hab‘^ of friendship 
j^d near ^Sllknce with MrTJSheridah before, Ued: n 
and that ffe^d been aeqt^iiited. with him ' 

£>r 5 yearsJ^ether, and had been honoured 
with th^^featest marks of his confidence 
th9f*tme gentleman could giveanother— 
has tolt) you, tha| he wns held in close con- 
ferehce fur a considerable timbal the house 
of Mr. EdV^rdsT—Now, Sk, it is said this 
witnesses ^ his denieanoS^^reatft that 
general VprAsioh to his disadvantage, that 
no credit is <fue to what he statesthat h» 
appeS^i^^as betrayed him^ and shewn thd 
strongest marks of bi% resdhtment and ven- 


have stated?—He has positively stated-the 
circumstance of his alliance to that indivwal 
and^is acquaintance with him for .5 years 
together. He has stated his constant em¬ 
ployment during the late election at West¬ 
minster, fn which he is confirmed by the ct- 
cumstan^e of ^be frequent letters that pass- 
■, Sift 1 think thA receives confirma¬ 
tion e*n from*the question put by that right 
bon. g^t. hini 69 lff.^or 1 do remember the 
question being put, not indeed to him, but 
to die seroiid witness, Weatherhead, in these 
te.sms, Were y^ not introducedj^me by 
Mr* Drake as a cla^man ?** Thwmsw'cr to 
that is immater'^ oAthe present occasion. 
He/ays he told him *t was a mistake, and 
that it was his brother f but^he use I make 
of it is this, and the house will then see, 
whetli^ it is worthy of their grave abd se¬ 
rious <&UM^^ation. * With all humility, it 


geance axrt^pKndignajkt feelings towards theCbpp&rs to^e to contain pregnant proof of 
ifidlvidual against whocp h« is giving testi'^j^ior iotim/cyarfd acquaintance—how could 


snony. Sir, I should only beg le^e to ob- 
lergp that this gentleman is no friend of Mr. 
Paul-^is no acqualirtJtice of hi^—he is a 
perfect^tranger to Utai, and if there be any 
thing exceptigptSme or improper in his ron- 
duct,«ell be knew of him w'as, that he Vas 
nearly allied to the sitting member that he 
liad -long been honoured.w'ith his acquain¬ 
tance that be had been in tlie strictest in¬ 
timacy with him and visiting in his houses 
that jaras all be knew of this genflHnan, ex¬ 
cept that be appealed eo be an officer, hi a 
gallant profession, in which bb Ivid lost a 
limb—at.JLoi^ it was so represented to him, 
that he|di^ nothing oi him, but what was | 
■pparenUy bonourabk and right, except that 
Ite came with strong feelings of resentment 
Itespecti^ which very re&extment I shdli be 
jglad to askt whence ^oes it arise ? Does ^it 
pbt of l&elf import prior intimacy^ and that 
degree 
dual 



can you 

actuated the indifidual to that rgpentij$Sk.> 
{<et It operate as it ought to do tf^uduce you 
to receive his evidenOs with considerable 
susjjgcion, with gre^ealousy, to watch the 
kestiffiony he give^but how can ajjy body 
hccoonl for the 'Mignation iQ^this young 
Fdp^bis feen^s of waMth ^ If the 
(hdrvfdfial-Wdn perfirct strapg^q^ t9 hjm ? Jf 
he had fimvrlieeD in hablls^f fhtimacy with 
luii|^.or t^^\;p(ed*himself ^ a way A pro- 
^^^■{^entment? How are.those feel- 
ffignobe^gpcotintdfi for ? To what cause are 
to refer all that genUe^n's ^ther feel- 
ffdt if not to be the cause I 


Mr. Drake ^introduce any body that right 
boo. gent, if he v^s a strange;[^to him ? How 
couj^ he have access l^iln ? How could he 
be accompaniedhouse to introduce 
any body if hej/asnot in habits of iutiniacy 
and ^quainWnpe whh hin^ Th[s i^ ques¬ 
tion put to liifl by the mgnest aulhoIttW 
and it carrieAhe highest proof that some de¬ 
gree of inti^cy at least subsisted between 
tlienf.—A f articular account is given by the 
witness on the subicct qf thi j meeting, and 
that I may n9t in the least misrepresent him, 
I will read it. You will find that he gives 
this account, that he had been long in habits 
of acqua^itance and connection with him ^ 
tliat he haddMipes asid prospects held out to 
him of prorJL^ion and promises of money, in 
which he Hk been disappointed; that he 
hadktill been \i active and zealous friend to 
the right hon. gcijt. during the late election, 
hut tiiat at the close.of the election he felt 


himself neglected-#-pers<jnnlly insulted by 
thedome^cs*of the right hon. gent., and 
stung, unloubtedl)^ with sesenlment, and 
feeling a r€se4fm«^^ to Jliat :s<ghi ^on. gent, 
be was induQ^^to dfi what 1 do not mean to 
state as a prom the honour^or propriety 
of this gentleman, to betray bis friend, and* 
cq/Ximunicate intelligence to his opponent of 
the knowledge that he had of what practices 

had bdbn going oadjj^ing the electiou.-p- 

Now, sir, 1 do not in the least mean to 
cmic^ that fiie testimony of a witness* 
^landing in that predicament, a person who 
betrays his former patron and friend, nearly 
allied to hitp, and who gives intelligence of 
pr|ctice8 in which heilbas been personally 
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con^rocd ought not, on that account^ to 
be received with conhiderable puapition-Wie 
IS an accomplice^ and his testimony ought 
tr> be received with suspicioOf but I beg 
Ica^c to state, that the testimony of accom¬ 
plices under moie unfavourable c'ncumstaii- 
ccs IS continually rdb^ivdd, and ynalQy have 


b V W 


unac^tbmed to couil^V justice 
and to l^ng oxatnmed, sboi^D b^ablo^so 
rapidly to give disbucC •ausrars as to tiiue, 
pl^e, ftnd person, and eic^ circumstanee 
connected «dth it# ild&s appeal to pic to h¥va 
a very great des^ of |y‘<ft>jbili£p<fean«ct;,d 
with It —4 fparl.shall not beabWo extracts 


lost their lives upon testimony open to every Trom tins volume*! have ui in/ hapd every* 
possible obseivation that «in«be bostowed ^lartjof the ^esum^ny respei tin|\ tbe JetterV 
upontbib, he statea fairly the aepount of it but 1 hope the house will’ixcu^l^mc if i 
upon his own leshtnony ;* #e gives Hic 
iiariativ<^iow ho was on|ginaUy Connect¬ 
ed wiihSihe right hon Jrau for«^ years 
together, and then jjj saW I supported 
Mr Sbtndan dpun^the^wbolci of tlie 
tunc nf the ^lectiont and brought up ip^ny 
votes t>>i Mr $hendan, and vjvas in the 
h tbit ot seeing bun 4 oi 5 liipC's 
ik rlnn icL’tes the (iroiimsMu^of^is go- 
iriir to Homaifs house, hav ui^C, mi?tb 
an I a^erwards goirg to lViwnd*s, 
lEt' IS tlu r^jniaiiogattd with ies{>ett to th^ 

1 Iter he tepreseiiis Mi Shoi id ift as having 
ti<<n dt *md he gives a 

niirjtive, v id tJieshoiitfSiccouut, icspecfing 
th< 1 t*vr IS this It lb piVed by this wit¬ 
ness, and b} the next whowy exarmued, 

.jtfioi (o ihe-^uion, a iktter had'becn 
fiigned by Mr biieiiduH in favoilr ofperson 
ui the name ot Kuianuel Ilans, recorn- 
mending him to supply iha fleetV^lh diflei- 
eut artKleb in sa Inch he deah, upon the oc¬ 
casion of hts obtaiuiug votes a^dhts Voting 
liimbclf during the election; that that ^rst 
letter was in the hand-wrilingof the witness, 

Drake himself, was dehveted by himself a 
few days prior to tbe%lecliqu into the hands 
of Ml S^ieridan, that lie dm ^ysjself annex 
the Ictteis, M. P , leaving aJWank. for^C 
signature, and that upon hispebvering i^o 
Mf Sheridan, he recipved li back trom Mr, 

Miendin witli ins own Signature ti^it.— 

The evidence that wa^giv'eii hy Mr< Duke 


should not lj|e able So do it 
they w ill evctiBe me if I ^liculd occupy any 
gieat potUO^ of their {imfi after yi'hal has 
jiaased in readfng^ il, VJicn 1 ^eftt to 
" Mr.4%endaqi^itb ijiis Iciien^^d herb 
is a mun> &c which Mr hhifedatiwlib is' 
pioseut cannot deny ”—Hp I’J^n states ap¬ 
plications by the other pcpsob\ ar g • 
mentioned in the petition, HomonTJed-, 
ih^te^^ards, and John«’tou,*andt]i^ goes en 
it^ay, t then told SfJerilEii | had, 

" beensii^m Srt: ”—fie is asktd 

by the house^ did Ml. Sheridan say^ any . 

" thing ^ &c **—Atgie^on Is put to'lnm 
by the Uqu^ res]>cctyy^ the letter, he is 
asked particnlarly, ** aie ^«n^snie tli®t yoU 
’* ^her read the letter ^ ’'%-Hc is then 

intl^rogafed about Ins acqti linlaftte *Vhh 
Ml. H^rib, and he states how he bbeamn 
acq^uastued with IiiTn ^ —H6 is then asked, * 
** who advised you to destroy tlte first ^ SiO.** * 
^lle ib asked w'hether he had evqr^ 
declared that he would have money from 
one wde or (lie other^ wlwcb fie Sen es—lie • 
bays, " I nevot did in my life''—There are 
other passages respecting the signafuic of 
this letter, but* I‘l^opd I have shewn you 
that the account | oiigtR^lly g^vc respecting * 
detter, havi^ beeif thud deluw^ to^ 
Mr. Shpridao, iiUra teceived back jp9K^itn, ^ 
vntli whaktlM viiihess ibok to \1b KIs ifigna- 
tute was ctfrtbct, and surely it w^ fiavci 
argudd, fha^if a letter .is to M**. 

respecting the two lettcu, ones tl at preceded l^eridan in blank, if tbc,wytn«^ SM*'* rt t'm^^ 
and the other that fiilowed ajfew present trv&ec him put hisnanj^to 

^1-- - ••''L. Pjjjj ^ si^n- 

ttiie pdrportuig to ^ Mt Slwridin’s. and" * 
lecetvcd If back fVom Mr $lter^din hunsflf,* 
that is not buffidieot to fix right jso>i. 
gent, «vtUl act itself, uaoie * 


tlie commfe| y i *iiricnt * ot4he ^ection, wilfbc 
found ur^u'fierent'parte'©r pe lestimony'Of 
that witness' be was cvSl^ARbd u^on that 
subject in cdiifct and afidPwaids pointedly by 
the hou^e, aud pariiculatly in a poiiiled and 
r^)id manner by an hon. tnenibei of the 
Jhouse on the subject pf these leU^tA 
the prompt and imnf0di9fe euswers given 4^ 
^hp^e questions pushed onp aftat anbtbec 
rapidly ou him on the subjert of rlidsp let¬ 
ters had, I own, tp my view, arestly fm 
^pearance, excluding ail probabuity, of/a 
ii^nahictured pi a m^de sttity $ fyifijxdt any 
person of any gh!li7niuch less an 'fidiUdual 
yoL IX. ' 


when It ii^to fixed hy^e witness; which* 
it is in^tn maitan^,^to bei^ 

Mr. ShcTidfn bhosdf 
waaifiteiiogateddbdbt the letulfsj h^sawf 
rbel^e^ boH^hcJettCiS^ ^spb]^e4>#»lhd 

ooa hiving eeen it wet, ^ 

ji^cd it* to be tlie afenature ot 
dati. tie *llr%UfiItfruJlirly interri^ttd whe¬ 
ther h« aoy tbix^ . 


• • 
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Mngam/jeijj tie snid' n&i and that the excladcd, as it Memed to. n3e> eveiy p^M- 
na^pea tm .was substituted for aaot&er bility gt convemtian ivliich could‘duf b« 
was-^ th^ th^rsUard received d.blot.froni distinctly heard which had not reference 
;y<^ihg foIaed«:ud/tbat it had M. P:; tlie' to the s^ect?—^But, sir, it does not rest 
$' tSiDgimpeoper 'Whe^ the par- there. ' 7^is witness positively states the ac- 

'T: «iatneaCdyteaotaAc||;nbled*aiid itinittb^ tually seeing tlic letters delivered intd^he 
Jivas desirens of having aMter with a fairef. hands oC Mr.'Sheridaii-ri-he saw them when 
' ^Wgnaturas ^od also bavingth^ words/rTiea-' they camenajtlk. with the signature ef Mr. 
dureroftb^^avy/' wfimwere‘bcttiallyput Sheridan wet} ^he proves also, that Mn 
to the u^nd letter to give, mpre autnenti* $hertdau attlfii meeting on the ipthof Feb. 
eitp (o ^-^Tbia is theaccouot^f these t\vo; addressed a eopversatiou to him, personally, 
KWitneases. on tW auhioct ofjrms letter; in on tbe^fubiect of these^letters. and that at 


werhe^--f^^otitled tQ Hate tins Teel an extremwditilyulty. in referring to, in 

VitVaAnhfl&tmttli^ which Dl^^f to roe^ any other way than as,a direct conhrmation 
leaving it entirely to tte judgment gf. thb of the whole account tlius on the sub- 
Jnotig^o ptOBOonce oa^tbe credit of the ject,-?rThat Mr, Sheridau said to Ijim, do 
.witBesses. I can^nly judge or the testi- you a^ ^Dral^comc to me tomorrow 
' snony b afo r^nact. arid it is my duty to statg; at —Tms was after the private 

ithat tesfidiony to tte houae. I say ag9k^/-onversatiou lyth ^Ir. Drake} :after inter- 
if Mrl Weatherbead is edtitled tp .credit ms rogating him on the subject of the let'ers 

• testimony alone goes a considerable way to- ^^^d enquiry of h^Tr Weatberlu^d, another 

Wards subktantiatiilg charge before you; witness under attend, he aska 

fer it, is positively^;;ovcd# tliat he actually him, are you a^^jTy employed on the 
eaw the of Feb. at the'house of Mr. other side J—!i^saysno • then, says he, do 

* Slieridan, £rake the witness, and Mr..She— you ^id Mr. Drake come to me to-niorrow 
rfdad .siltim!: close together, and^a hd^de- at two o'cl^k^ For whqt tmrpose wore ilic»' 
'•cribea k *i elbowing each other dDse*to- to come iIm next day to Mr. SlieriuKt. ? — 
'getber in the act of private conversaugn ih a Why Were Aey to be invited to come ? In 

'■ J6w tone of voice not to be overheard by wh|t wW can that possibly be explained 
any ^ody die/' He says tbaC, that consistent with the representation of no con- 

jiued for,8ome period'of-time id^ the room, hection subsisting between these parties — 
" Did that ^riveimion passi c%did it notr—^ Sir, this, together with the other evidence 
’ 'Weatberhead declares it did——if it did, how 1 have stated of the other ptrsoas employed} 
cpuidtliat convcFsetion be passing, circum- the solldtpr, Mr,^ Burgess, Mr. Wallis 
■tancedaa -Drake then was, when Jie had^in employed by the soit«itor/Mr. Gallant, who 
.. the early part of . the month, or even per- was emplc^^ under them during the elec- 


tend'as B witness, but on tbe . Klthof that theuubject of these. Ic'.fers and uf the wit- 
month of Feb., actually eoanmunicated to nesses, constitutes the testimony lying before 
Mr.‘Sheridac iimself, that be und6r you in proa, of M is petition, in verbis, in 
. aernmons to at^d at the Iiearkig terms, bg the 8 witnesses who have been 

potion on the part of Mr^PapiJ, whoBTfe*!*. examined at your bar.—I have now, sir, 

, Sheridan had said tg him, leafve that* to discharged m>duiy to«kM«^insnvQ^y itating 
me." Nine days afterwards, within 5 days the petitit>ni,rt'MtaTing the irrpoi\ I hopo 
ofche heai^g of the petition, 'which was to fairly, stating, iub nriture of ^he testimony 
f beW'rdon thgj&b, Mf. Stoidas^ss seen adduced Jn support of it. I hqve cautiously 
< 4 X,hu*own hous^n dose cdcq^^rxatioawith ahstaineo from entering t^n any one topic 
D^q^kting^o^ togelher^ and in tha^isnot directly connected with the sub- 

vw ho^ to be ject Bbfore yoq. Z >tyi not detain the bbuse 
^ hcBfd by‘.aiiy if that be one moment p^ith any recapitulation or any 

- cortfirm sbe testitnray of observations on, the subject. 1 leave it en- i 

witness; and is it coBsJsteii With •tir^y^.with t|ie house to pronounce their 
•any peasihleaccdttnt the denial of w ig- gudgmeik,a|mn ijt. I am persuaded that it 
•timeoy dr acquaintan^.v^ that wUnass, wilTbe j^yi'se^- a just^ and a proper judg^ 
olrcuAattftcod fls tbat^l^ wa^ ivhich ojeDt,. they wUt read the 
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eridjEnoe for tliemselvei, with opportunities 
of seeing; it and of examining it better tRan 
it has been in ray power to obtain j they 
will weigh it, and finally gi\c that judg¬ 
ment whicli is best calculated to \indicate 
their own honour aud dignity, ai^ which 
■will be satisfactory A every perso% by whom 
that testimony shall be hei&fter read. I 
beg pardon for detaining the house so long^ 
and return my humble Uianks to the house 
for tlieir patience. ” * * • * 

Mr. ^^eridan ppotestel, that *ie was 
never mOTC surprised at J^y thing •than ^t 
the speech whicn beji^dj^ heard from the 
learned counsel.. He^ had heard- rumours 
that he intenje^ikto jifave thrown up hil^ef. 
Hut, if he was surpnsed, hewA.s notahimed. 
I'he learned counsel bad said that he (Mf. S.) 


might not turn oub to have money 

of other people. He really ^lecPthe poof 
wrerdhes who had been* ca^jisd to the bar« 
but willed that the ehargijl migat not be 
cariird to ff hi?V^ quarter, llte counsel 
too liad obserrcf upon statensAMs ef the 
Lwitness, that he s^w him sign theJetter, but 
^had forgot jto me^iqp hit having^retractod^ 
•that assertion, itoh&d adyected te his havr, 
tng desired the attendance of az^ 

Weatherhead the neht day—he haa^QrhNM 
certainly, wuh a view. |cr-carry th^ to 
Bow-street.** But finding, As WeiUierbead 
had said, tha^tl]f^;^ad got^ jntOArwpivioiis 
company, w'hecTtheyisawa Bov^^teeet offi¬ 
cer they made off, and he h^^hcara no 
more of them till they were observed^on the 
24th of Feb. in a hackney-coach 
Pauli. He vrai ashamed of his own ciedu' 


had an advantage ovei» the pcj^iogg. He _ _ 

denied this, asheliad not^a^'jMliimsrTf'in having given anV crediUo mhat these 
the ai^stanre of cotymCi.'^It he had beeiN^rsons said, bat hehtro called anbe AdmU 


capable of^staling^^ proved maTter, tlia( 
which h id be ^ on ly assjited, ifhd that too 
by witnesses \9?Rrt!BAbPcn i.early comt^ted 
by the house for scanefeKips prevarication— 
if he had stated every thing io the evidence 
that made fu. him, and uon^ that*ninde 
fajpigrir* him, amMud the stumdity to*tbink 
tliat (he house would believe 4tm, ^hen he 
might be said (o have the adiLntage. He 
expressed his high rc'ipeet forVhe ppofbs- 
sion, but thotsght ^lere were limits withjd 
which couusol ought to coiifinf^tbemselves •, 
and certainly it would have been much more 
proper if Uic counsel, instead of pressing tlte 
matter as he did, had st jod at th6 bar in 
sliaine and confusionhisj^'ing dbgaged !n 
such a cause. He peffecUy ‘wAmitled ihe 
gieat respectability of the solirdors, Mesys. 
Willu-ims and Biooks, and 4 ad heard iw 
M**. "Williams had ^veu thrown up the 
cause. He w Mw d that M . Powell Ttiiglit 
stand as clear. He v^'^hed thai Mr. Paul! 


ralty, an<bfoiuid that Weatlterhead had been 
dismissed for scaudaloiu conduct by captain 
Trollope, and that'bis^ame was marfted 
B. M. having presented forged certificat^a 
for a lieutenancy. There vaas a groA fidse- 
ho^ in the petition, .where if^l^gvd (lint' 
til/ conskleration 2f the election potion 
stood tor the 24tb of Feb., whereas it had 
been originally aj^ointed fKU'the JSUiof Jan. 

Perceval observed, that the right 
l^on gem. 4iad certainly taken the advantage 
uves me counsel when he^iad spqken oPhun 
in the manner ho had done. * There mi^it* 
have been rumonrtf of his Intension to throw 
^ his brief) but w hen so much was at 
»ak 4 ^with respect to the client who employ¬ 
ed him, it was not for t^e counsel to pre.-, 
judge the case, and if he hid hesid that h^ 
had thrown up hT# brief, he rertalAly woulO^ 
ttot have believed it,* k w^ns in^po^sible to 
npsundftrstand the counsel when he said^ 
that these charges were ^proved, for he had 


rtiiiu 1 Him 

and Mr. Puw'ell might ifave been only dopey distinctly qoalitied It by jreierring^his to’ 
in (he business. He should be.giad it Jin tl'^redit due to the witn^ses. lliere.was,, 
should appear so. ' But w'lifn he examined t yiefefore,>Ho more groumls for his intpiUP-,, 


his w jrtCssci7*ni5fe eouVifappear, he be- 
licvedf sml. -i syhtera otMrtln ss, coriup- 
tion, rnd snboma(ion of^rjnry as had never 
bcfoi e been heard of. He wished the cotm- 
sel for the petitioner to hear the evideitee. 
The learned counsel, though be rqpiBi'ked 
on the pait of thB*ev^deace where Drake 
had stated, that he hazfbeen em{doyed by 
him (Mr. S ) to get the letter from Harris, 
had forgot to mention that the witness lied 
^afterwards stated, that he had offered si^Q 
of his own money to get the letter frbmMr, 
PaulL His own money! He wished it 


lions n^inst the ooupael* than for his asser¬ 
tion that there waS a gross falsehood in (ha- 
petition. It steted, that ihe qonsiderStioii 
of (he«lecribn petition>4ad bdfn pbstpoDe4 
fronlp (be Si^tbof ^b, f^.tbe Mth^of Au^. 
This was true, ao& nointeutj^ fllipear&id^ 
denying that It bad been iq 
fixedi^ the ISfih^fVannaiy. , r * 
Mr. said, t^«ilA h{^ ? ^teaX 

TOspect for the counsel^ but sty! 
that he oOght to have been somawluit muQe, 
Itbsfat. K 4b^i.^legatiob in the petiUon 
Vras not A gmsVAsehOQd, it ivAs At )eaat m . 
Da> • * . 
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fntifol jW^rication. Ho that Fj?o- 

ri<A Hoinan\^cqlled in. 

' ; AJong^convekaation then took place ’witll 
re5i)ect to the propriety of examinifig Mr. 
Houjan, lie being impl'/te^ed the allcga- 
tiens** otr*Wie petifi(^; li^wever, on the 
motion of ‘ Mr. Percemh, it wae carcied,^! 
. ^hat the allegations agarftspNV Homan wece 
not well gronnj^ed ; aifa he was* thereforOj, 
admitte^s a Competent w'ltness. . 
ryMr'f^Pftderick Homitn examined ly the 

• ' jw e ^ 

• • ^ouse. 

V We^e you ]Tre?ent at a me^ng between 
Mr.aShew^n ^d on il»e or 

40tfa of'^O^^ Thfe 19 th J wife present!—^At a 
'meeting ^iS^Sorherset Place Yes.-— 

Mr. Dr^e eoipoupon any request of Mr. 

■pt dbiMr.4>r^e'applv to you ? Mr. Di^ka 
Oalhkd upon hie oh the. l^th Of Feb. in tlie 
■CYt'ning 
Uhe count 
fiead 

• Hanipsbire j that he wns going to set off at 
4 the next morn!gg,^to take po.ssession of 
a cottage he bad i^rcliased in Hampshire, 
and ^jihed to^^w Mr. S. that flight 5 I told 
binOj I uaj-^odme with Mr. S., and slwuJd 
.engage Re should .see'Mr. S. at 7 o^ 8 
o’clock. I went to Mr. S’s. to tee him 5 af- 
.ter 1 had been there someftime^ he came in 
w'ith Mr. Weatherhead, w hom he intcQ^- 
< 3 ed as a clergyman. • Mr. WeaUijthead'ate 
J, ond Mr. Ward^ set fn the parlour frt«Mr. 

* S*s. tor some Time ; \Sv had geoeral conver- 
flntion; at lehgth Mr. S. came in from, I 
believe, the bouse of commons, abcot 8 

, o’clock. AVhen Mr S. came into the.roofti 
be snUited, Mr. Drake and Mr. Wce- 
^ 4 hcrhciKl were sitihig at some dUtancs^rom 
and Mr. S. took a dhalr, and sat ate 
•con*-idfrubl& distance faom Mr. Dr|ke $ there 
^nva.s worn for more than 2 or.-3 ch^irsbe- 
■tweeu the* chair on which Mg.-S. sat and 
>* Mr. D^ike. ^ general couveraa-* 

11041 .after Air. fi.^moin, on some 
/Jj^h:||d made inithe house th^ nighr, 


suppose,' along with Mr. Drake; hO|-8ir^ 
6a^ he,* not ns chaplain! Oh! Oh !- lays 
Drake, immediately'correcting himself, it 
is hia brother is a clergyman,, this is not a 
cleigym^in. Air. certainly made 110 offer; 
there c^ld have been no offer made to Mr. 
Drake tnatevening; tis Stated in the petition. 
On the J^h*of Feb., I remained in the 
room with ]\Ir. *8. till Mr. Drake and« Mr. 
Weujherhead left the hoAse. Ongoing up 
stairs to Mr.^^ dining-room, he said he be¬ 
lieved tfiat Dralo was » very gr^at liar; 
that>hudid not ^ippoae. that hos'iiad been 
hunting with ]^,*^Cob}>ett, for that he be¬ 
lieved that Mr. Coboett would not take no¬ 
tice ^ such a fellow, cnd'tjia^he would not 
be cfecemecl in such a frUSincSs with such a 
rascarj and, says he, that story is like the 
story ^^^Thisbeirig which he has got : 


told he had returned fronA^e Is li&r.—Had the conversation, 

bunti^ tnatevertSng with Mr, Wcath'i^rj^s to Mr, been with Air. 

; that he had •been in a-cChaise to I Cdbbettftf Hampshire/'hffiptn previous to 

neV\ir» . tKnt 1if> wvis <rniner tn cot rtff nf I 1V4,> fi*B oXmttifr intn rn'vm anrl in whnt 


mqtiOBT 

ghJ^ 


‘Hurt he had given notioeof a motion. Mr. 
'*3>rakt told Mr, S., *he had been in the 
■ cot^fy, in Hampshire, and had been hunt- 
trig there wuh Mr.V'ohbett, I stai^ there 
iJm; wholi^ine; there was no G9nveraHtioii 
baiVtflkcn pi w'l I hoot hiy hearing 

2^mBK^JVirji']^ard. who v.a.'^pr^nt. «bonie 
.time afW^^yir: Djake,^cfinte in or Jfr. S. 

faij-^he IMt^whf) rliat^'ntlei^n was 
^iri ; Mr.. Drake said hd was a Mr- 

itudaftneB^ of his* a shipmate 0 ^ his^ Mr. 
'^r^fherbf^; 1 refdied, a GkTgyfflian 
Ph 1 nM ^r, 3*, you wJlSIicJls chaplain, 11 

"T * 


Mr. S*s. edmiug into the room, and in what 
way did Mr, Dra^ st%to-^wi5blf tohave been 
in Mr. Cobbetl’shiwse ? The conversation 
began with Mr Drake stating himself to 
h8ve4>een hunting In Hampshire with Mr. 
Cobbbtt, betooe Mr. S. c»me into the-roon: 
but it Gontitf^ after Mr S. came into tffe 
room :‘Mr^tenike said, tliat the only way 
to gat to Cokbett's house was through 
iljs stables and a ver}'dirty ryard; (iiat he 
lived in amqfe pig^tye.—Did you ever hear 
Mr Drake say (hat he must leave town in 
ordtt to take the command of the Thisbe 
sloop, or the Sisbe sloop, and that ho was 
under 01 ders ftopi the^^dniiralty ? On Tues¬ 
day the k86h m^FeR., I remember being in 
company wrlih Air, Drake. Air. Drake told 
imM^hat he wi^appointed to the command of 
thaTIdsbe sloop; sometime afterwards he 
said dint it was a*bn§, and that if Air, S. 
would'apply to theWdniiralty, he had no 
••^doubt (hey would permit hint to stay in town 
few day^ if it w^s to serve Iiis cause.— 
When Mni,D|(ake #aid lie must go out of 


town tlie nex^\ji'>5'* dtll^lSr*'Sr* '•ell Mr, 
Drake he in (own, and desire him 

to call at Sonierseft House the -next day ; 
atiddiduol.Mr. S. state that he, Mr. Drake, 
most on no account be absent w'ben the 
speake^V warrant required his afttmdance ? 
Mr, S. .certainly' dii;!-Did Mr. S. ever 
utter one word bke holding out any 3*eward 
orindocement-fe Mr. Drake, or Mr. Woa- 
tkeihoad, whatever ? N'ever in my pre- 
lOtjtce,-—Were yoii present at the examina- 
tJo| ot Mr.'Harris b/ Mr. Justice Graham f 
I Was present.—Was Mr. Weatberhead pro.m 
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tbc mngistralw^ That cveolQf on 

m*e, I asked him if be bad^tteii a^lett*^, 
'and got it signed by Mr..S., was stated by 

JIarrmio hik exauiiciatiops j he sM that he 
had given ITarris^ji letter,•but th^t Harris 
was a very gre^rascil^ end a irilliiyr ijot to 
marked^ and give aoficc to the ^pfraker and 1 be^depeaded oh^.and made use qf some w- 
Mr. Pauli’s solicitor that it sfcouW be forth-l ry improper language j at the time W 


lent ? No.—Did you know that when Mr, 
S. sent Harris to be examined by Mr- Gra¬ 
ham, he sent a special message, ^ Mr. 
Johnston and yourself, that Mr. Grrahain 
should get possession of the letter411 etended 
to be signed by Mr. S , have it sealed up nnd 



erere^- 

ken by Mr. * Graham, that Drake oMuicm 
a sum ofnigney for a 14 l(b»fur Hams, jtbaC 
Harris gave him v.«um of roos^ for the 
letter ^Ihich he ootaine^ for hio^signed by 
5 ., and he said it is not nVwid Jbout 
fjarris, he U a veryigreal rascak but he dare 
hot appeafi he is afraid of (,,hffve 
to accompany yi-u an^ Mr. Johnson to be j written two lettys to him this week,*’desi- 
examined ? No, Mr- Harrw^w&it switburing btm to keep out of the way, and not to 
. . . . -J.-.*.-..L-j .1--. L* ? itpidkim dertaiulj^ IMt in wiV 

ig Cbo^ two Idltcra it appeared Ui me hO 
pie said he had obtained the letter in an inf- had injured his clmracter sery much, iu<^. 
proper rodnugemiJi^wishftl that every inves- airing a witness, wiml^been served with 
tigaiion should tikepUce; and hega^bis an older to attend tms^use, to keep out of 


ton to request Mr. Grabw would 4 teep the 
letter, Ibal it, and let Mr. P^aUa.solicitor 
know that the letter was^ hU possession, 
in Mr. Graham's pdsfcssicm 5 afbfr ij** 
jninations had ItebMaketi, to keep U^atter, 
and not to lA it tic jew's hanls ai^ 

inore«—Did Mr. Harris ibew any reluctance 


testimony very fairly and candidly as U ap¬ 
pealed tome, witUouhanv resprve.”* 
KjCros/(-rjLamiNi‘d hy Mr. on •ireAal/' 

oj ihe PefiCioTiert 

What is youi situation in lue ? I am of- 
no profession at present,-*-Are\oua gpntle 


tbo way; and as to tbe other letter,«l said, 
1 suppose it ts of no consequent, but your 
l^ers wdl injure* yonc own dijratier. I 
told him that. He then said that hp did 
not care, that be*woald get the letter’; that 
had uaed him very ill; Ite bad been 


man living qp your menus ^ 1 have beciitel'uancing a(^r him many years,, and made 


concerned in the fflnir busuics^in Ireland,* 1 
have pioperty iti Ireland ; 1 do not say that 
1 am coiKcincd in the dour business at pro 
sent, but that the only ocru{)fliion I have 
been concerned inlong dime you 
left off that business ^ it>4f when I 

found It unpiofitabie, about monlbhago 
—Do you know J^rake's fakicr i I kn^ A 
person whom I believe to be Drake’s fd^ct; 
i cannot say whctheilie is Drake's famer or 
not, 1 have DO reason to doubt it,—Did yon 
e\ei wTite to a pel son w^om ymw BUppo«e to 
be Drakc'fc father ^ I d^.—£>iJ you beltewf, 
him to be* Drake’s'Jayl^r w'rote^j 

to iifd.—do ypn^jtM now that you 

only Oppose him to be Dg/^nk. father 
to supposition 1 do not hnow^ I have no rea¬ 
son to doubt Ins being j>take'|.father.*r*- 
Where do you live I At 29, Knl^tebritlge. 
Did )ou ever h\e in Frith-«fitreet r 1 did.— 
Did }ou eyer s(eikrake In Frith *^i'eet > 
les.—Did pny conversation take place on 
the subject of a letter to Emanuel Harris ^ I 
Yes.—State what that was. On the lOtK 
Feb Shrove Tuesday, Drake camft to ip^ 
fiouse. Tbe day before that, the F 

pon had taken place before Mr. Graham^ 


lnrQ,4fl)auy pionMset; an^ that he was ofTeiw 
cd money ^ the oAer parly, *aud that fie* 
w>‘as detei mined to give Mr. S;up —Did you 
siyto Drake, it would he a good thing if 
he could get that letter from Harris ? Nd.— 
Did you saj'any thmg about getting the kiU * 
ter^om Ilairw^ No —-fWh-^n did the acV 
quaiutnnee beCw^n you and Drake begin 
That evcging—^Wai^tliiere any ^me dtank* 
that Evening ? Yes.—Much ? Nou noi^ 
much. Mr, Drake toljl me ih^t evening 
fllwt he couU drink 0 bpttljB^if clank with- 
onjtj^freclinq h*m; and 1 told him, fls^an 
iriwman, 4^had noobjec^on to tike ah^cR-* 
rieof Wine with him* He told me he 
an fnsfiman, Uu a itw dqys ef ^rwtrds Iwi 
finher told nie he was not «n Irrshman 
this li%t meeimi; between yod'and* Drake; ■■ 
you biU (ktfru and took w.iHe togcd|i|* ^ Yes.' 

—DklMy furibef'ConversatiiwiWke pldiW^ .. 
botwegiiytRMndDmke^ v 

took ji 5 Rce,*ihrt T ^•eci^fert.—fSpjy earner 
you to vh'ite to Drakjf/fttthbr J On 

going to Stkn. S's. house anotber gentleman 
who Was* 4 }>ere, and J, VKisod.Mr. R, to 
have DiilkojiKl'^^eatheiheoii bntli brpagha 
before Mr. dnliaSli? the to. 

• ^ if #.r * 
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not make cut ^a cbnspiracy 
betweenvb^^j uid 1 wrote two xiotes*tc 
‘>Ir, Prakets rather, to induce him to ccm^ 
4o.-.t^ oieetin^ in which we inte^ed to | 
•bring him'to the magi$u;^.-rHiftd yow any 
.oomD^UnipatioD with MrTo^n the subject of 


• » ^ • • • 
w'hetlier it w'aa-sot rhy house. Mr^.Drake 

wished ine to go to his house, but I did not 
choose to go there,- knd also to bring Mr. S, 
there, to his lodgings.—Do you know whe¬ 
ther Mr.JS. has a son of the name of Charles 
Sheridan ? No.—A brother ? No.—A ne« 


letters; did He knpw^that they \^re Iphew, dc gny other reletion ^ Tbere is a 


?^o, 3VIr* S, never k'new that I wrote 
.tohirhfOranyother TOffoi^l helieve, except! 

.tho^ coocemeeir*Did-ho know of it } Ij 
iagrer mefltioned it to bitu;—Did Mr. Graham 
1 Ji^w]of it } Nofe he did not-AAt the meet- 
.intat Somerset Mnse on the loth of Feb., 
who wa/present ? Drake; Mr. IVea- 
therheaC^r/^^ard, &lk- Shend^, Yud 
yout hunJM^rvant.—Doyoaxnean to stale 
4hat you hegrd-no cofversstien upoo^liei. 

Subject of money, between Mr. S. and Mr. 

Dral^T^t that.meettng?. Certainly not, and \ -^Are loma^Telatigin to the bidiop of Kil- 
no such ^Dversation could nave taken place, l^lai rlAnnephhw to the bishop, of Kil* 
—Did nbr^lf.jS, sayl 1 believe,; Mr. DralseJtMa.—Were yb»» ^ fe ^ £nt in the room at So- 
\ you are poor, andihaup ttmowmmy power jmerseSHea se daring'Mi^he time, during 


l^rson of tfeit came who lives with me ; we 
live together; h^ is unwell, or he would 
havcuJ^D h^e.—Did not Alex. Johnson 
and Brake gostagether from your house ? A; 
Johnsons Mr. W^d^ and Mr. Drake, and I 
believerj^or ^ mm went away tc^ther; I 
cannot say wheij^ey went to/' 

Exammed v^^he House, 

Apni what pait of do yon come, 
ant^ vKt are yout fat^y ?^ JlSy family are 
from Ibe.county oi Westmeath,' w Inland. 


to pilace yon in such a situation as >cUl make 
yoi)iCOiQfortable ? No. nor nothing like it. 
—Were any other ffittiS's written to Drake's 
father besides U^t yo3 liave mentioned i Not 
by roe.—IJaydu know of ai^ Other bmg 
written t« Drake's fathexh} No, 1 4b 
Did not you appoint a meeting bet^^n Mr. 
S. and Drake at his own house i I wrote.to 
him for that purpose.—Whom did 


write to?; 1 wrote to Drake's^aihefT^MVeatberliead, that eveniug.-pYou are cer« 


. dare, say you .have the- notes Trterev;;— 
^ just asked whether you knew' of^any 
.o|bcr letter besides the one you have men¬ 
tioned ? I wrote two notes.—Besides the let¬ 
ter ? 1 wrote no letter to him.-TJ understood 
. T^u to state, that you bad written a letter to 
'Drake's fatl^r ? 1 Wrote twojsotes to.^r|ke's 
^dather.—Did not Drake gw from your hoa.se 
*to Edwardris, to mee( Johnson ? do net 
Xnow^^iere he went to from my. house ; I 
*did not acCDts^ny him.—Did riot Drake go 
from %qpr h^u!»e witli Johnson, m e hackneyS 
Coach, to ^megt *Mr. Sheridan ^ • 1 -do not' 


t^liichMf.^* and Drake were there? Iwas. 
—Did yon hear alfthat ^liiaa# between Mr. 
S. add Drake ? . I did.—Were you so situate 
•a toBe Ms to' hear every thiug that passed 
betw^gftMr^S. pr ake ? I was, 1 was 
nearacto Mat S»tnan Drake was; ther^ was 
solo#''4bDe K)t voice made use of by ttfe 
comperiy^'am it was impossible for Mr. S. 
to tulye mayicany cftcr to Mr. Drake or Mr. 


tain nothing then passed Vhich you did not 
heiart Postlivriy.—^Aiid yon are certain 
noriring passe<i b^ween (hem on the subject 
of money } Certainly not.—What were the 
circumstances thab induced you to think it 
desirable Jhxit J^VBrake ’ should be carried 
b^re Mr/Graham ? From the substance 
ofljbe examinations that were taken before 
M^praham.—How came you acquainted 
with whose exnmitiatibns? I was present 
when the'examinations were taken before 


Mr. Graha^.-«-Wlidt induced you to be pre- 

_,, . __ __ _ .. ^ _ NpP^? requested that I would go 

*knSw.—Whatw^ tbc'date. of tj|p last SlM’down tviti^J^r. J^hnspn and M r. Harris, 
■afShreke's, Ather ? I oannot say vuhat thbl who was a Jew «*5WI0rLiHf4r. Gra¬ 

ham), andsoAiOfthiscxaminnlioD ^asta- 
kra.—You ■ not. having been employed du- 
nog the tilection, what led you particularly 
to j^em^yed on tliieoccasion ? Nothing, 
but as a particular friend of Mr7s.— Did Mr. 


^date ivas, but I- koow. it was for the .'purpose 
of gftting hun to appoint a roeetingi tUs 
. ttiirpose^f^bringinpi^m to Mn. Gr^^am'-A; 
1 ^l]e)^||p»Gre was oothung more, «^an 

MendBy.*!—it'not 



or 


on gaifirday, (Be | 1 do 1 Harris|wQdaoa the letter ? Yes, I marked 

tK>t,fcml9^U mim.kes^WMit tp meet[ k.—What is b^omcx>f that letter ? It i.s 
Mw.BIjipSfddh^op •Buoitay ? 

-rrWlierif was it to Mr3« \ I mallyjo 
not kn«w*whetbei^4r9'as at ni^bousq^/pr 

Mr. S.'n>:Hut Jipdvised 
,4heai.tst^is botg^ a^dii^m ^ 




y't 


in fbe possession of Harris, i believe.—Was 
noC nnoof the objects of the exammatidn, 
the* letter should be delivered to Mr. 
XSwaihl, sealed Mr. Graham gave th^ 
letter back to die Jew | he said he bad been 
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B^ed with an^order to produce it. and he | 
would'produce' it.-^30id Mr. S. i#ko^ny] 
promise to Drake, of giving him a place of j 
profit, at that meeting at Somerset House ? 
No.—Did you stale to Mr. Graliamu the ma¬ 
gistrate, Mr. S.*s rcfjuest, that the letter 
•hould be sealed ug, and preser^ed^ 1 am 
not certain whether 1 did «rnttf $ 1 thinki 
Mr. Johnson did; andJMr. Qraham said, he] 
did not think himself aiAhpri^d to k^g^ the* 
letter, as there had been aD«oadersemd^ on 
Harris to produce the letter,—-Mr. S. has' 
stated, he gave express directions to you 
to convey it to the magisl^te, that he might 
seal up the letter ?« He Apressed the wish 
equally to Mr. Jehnson and me.'^DJdi you 
deliver that tor Ute magistrate ? I 

am n^t cert^jg that I did]; Mr. Johndoa was 
the principal person ; he attended _tbe next, 
day, and 1 did not; 1 kocw h&-drreqaest^ 
it, hut I will not say t ^ > J pdelivered it.-—• 
If yoQ did not ddwT the message yourseH? 
did you li^nr it d^ivered to JVlr« Graham tn 
your presenc«^^I do Mt remember that 1 
did; but Mr/Graham kept the lettoi* that 
day, and 1 understand it was returned the 
next day.—Do yoii recollect the day when 
^^arris gave thp lelter^'to Mr. Gvahnm ? 
%%'es; Monday, the c>th of T^.—What was 
the evening on which DrakAcame.to your 
house, and wheh there is saidVo have been 
the conversation about this letter? Thcnert 
evening.— jtn\ Harris tpake any difficulty in 
giving the letter into the han^s of Mr. Gra¬ 
ham ? Harris parted(WitA<he .letter rather 
reluctantly, assured him 

it should be safCr'^MwW^ttld.be returned 
the next dayj ii 

have the letter house 

How happened it that DnkefCame to ‘“ouf. 
house on the . lOih ? He was sent and 
brought to my houfte.-rBy.whom ^as he 
sent lor ? By a perwn of the name of Ed¬ 
wards.—For what purpose To investigate* 
the business respecting theJiblter, and^. o ^ 
learn what 1. have ffireadf slated to 
hou5e^ai>W>^i<ii4yoif examine him 

abourthis letter ? ^ t wijfvtd,-, and Mr. S, al¬ 
so, from ^e extraordipjt?y statement which 
had been made, by Mr. Harri^ of the bu¬ 
siness, investigntcd^fiil-. 




Xy ; and tKW was no other way of ictresii- 
gating it than by ^ptting ^this mah to 'my 
house, and having wUnes^s present.—You 
desired Edwards to bring him to your house? 
“Yes.—Did Mr. S. know of -his being, at - 
your house ? Yes, Mr. .S. \visbed 'he should 
^ be examined iu respect to llic letter, in 
i^noer he got the letter.'* i 


Mr, Charles iWnK, tFard f.Mkii 
the House, ^ T 

Were you present at a fonver^lrOn hi 
So'met^t Place with Mr. Weathet’hcad.-alid 
Mr. Drake/ wh^>tr. S. ciime in* abouty 
o' clock} I w^!—Where did l>i;ake; state 
hituself *o have been, And what/ltd faestat;^ 
as to the necesa% of his retuinihp again 
the country ? ^ 'Iriat.he had been in Hamp« 
shire, bunting to the company of Mr. Cob- 
bett ; that he had cottage, Whidt: he jt/id 

lately purchased, in Hampshire; Jhat hb 
had just cogoe to town'.—Did Mr. S, jever 
whisper with.Mr.^'Drake, ovhavfiaiiy con- 
vefsat^n in a w ny which UDiild ^totbe beard 
by any person in the room it was' ira-* 
possible without my having beard it.—‘Did 
Mr. S.'ofierany money, or anyjbing^whaN 
ever, to Mr. l^akc ? There was^^npthiig 
offered in my presem-e.—^When Jdr. Drake 
stated Uiot he was al ^uC to *le^e town t^e 
next mojning, What did Mr. S. say ? That 
he must not leave town, that he must be ir^ 
the way.—In wh-tt/^haracter was MK ''Vea- 
tlierhead introduced In- the character . 
of a clergyman;' and, on my chsemng 
that he must be chaplain of the ship, and 
Mr. Drake hesiu.ting, Mr. asked what 
^^ip he was chaplain of; Mr. Drake said, 
it was his brother was a clergyman > that he ’ 

■ frequently making that mistake.—Wi>at 

' did Mr. S declare liras bis intention and mo- 
tiiy^for*desiring them to call the next ■ mor¬ 
ning > I qnderhtood it wAs,*that-they should 
be in the way.—Did you ever hear Drak^ji 
suy, that he had received considerable sutbs 
of money by a legacy, or by pHae-money ? 
0 ^, wished to I By a legacy.—Did you everherfhim state* 

^ tha,t4ie had got the coi^toiend # a brig, or 
sloop, and musil go down to tatke\ the 'ootif- 
mand? ,Thathbb:^d gut the^^coepmand of 
the Tbisbe trig-; this was on the- ftah; ard 
UiSt-hb mqst-go on tli^ follo\Vii)g morning, 
which was the. Jlth.** ^ . 

CrcsS’CXfittiined ly AJr Clifford, ot^ he* 

^ half of the P^tilioncr, 

** How long have yon been acquaintedivito 
lient. Drake ? J s.uv him for the tiffit time 
upon the lOth of Feb.—Where ? A** 

Homau’s in Frith stredt.—At what time 
the.day V About 8 orf) in the^evening.*^ 
Did jou go away in company w-ito him'?* j ^ 
did.—Who else were of ihe'TS^i»tv*i^'ir'* Al— 


eisp were of ihe't?^ 
away in company With him ? M?^jhn8tonadd 
Mr; Edward *.'—‘Wberc.did j dii go vo ?** To 
Mr. Edwards’s house in SQath-street.— 
•Whom did you meet dt Mr. EidVard^i's ? j 1 
did uot go iiiTt} the' house.—Where didryou 
-go afterw»a'rrf<ft2^i! everting? To^the heit 
dooi*,^ Ml*. Thomas Sh'eridan's.^-^Did you 
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meet Shcijdan there ^ Yes.—Had 

you puevibusiWone to Mr. Homan’s, by ap- 
|K>intmeut of Mr. Sheridan, the fatlieri or 
Mr. T. Sfferidan ? 1 was at Mr. T..^lieri. 

4an*8 at dinner, Snd Mr.*^^et>*ired mu to go 
. to Mr« HtHnan's to%^ thia^ake.—Do you 
inean, S. the fciiii^, or Mr. T S., 

desired you?. Mr. S.,'thfc'fitlwr.—What 
was the cooversetion thdt tSok place bet\veau 
you and Mr. S /as to what had }»a!iSGd at Mr, 
i^fUnaaV^ dr in the coach ? 1 stated the iu^ 

tentioils Drake! and that he'-wauted very 
much to |ee him*, mat it was i^cessary for 
him to-g^^t o^t(>wn inornipg to 

liis shtpj^^^atbe musl^o that etreuiiig 
to h^sagejul^r money.—\Viiat Answer did 
.Jiemake? ISiat he would «ee him —‘W.is 
he anddid Mr.S. sec him ? 

lir. S. went into theadjoiniijig house.—How _ _ __ _ _ 

JMny per^s were inyhe room where • Mr, ^re< bad heard Drake’seha- 

and Mr.T.^. weF€% when you went fg, ,racter, and wh&ftff^Stougfat an acquaintance 
«nd slated this ? Onl 3 '*Mr*T. S., *who setit there, I ttfought iheywctc#siii^ar.A-H:id 


Drake aa an acquaintance undoubtedly,, and 
Drdke idtrocluced Mr. Wetherhead assTper- 
fect stranger.—What was the surprize Mr. 
S. expressed at Drake introducing a stranger? 
I do not know how to atisw'er that question, 
I cannot distinguish the kind of surprize.— 
•You have stated that you were nearer to 
Drake at lifts sheeting on the 19 ih of Feb., 
tliao Mr. S. wps I, I was not nearer to 
hiiri/^^t I was ’stau'diiig before the tire.— 
You ^rtainl)^<t%ted that there was no wliis- 
perit^? *’ Certain^ I did.—And that nothin? 
couWhave been sAled, or said the^ which 
you should not'^Ave heard? Certainly.— 
How cain^ you to pa^ ^ch particubi atten* 
tiun*tathtf^coDduct ot MEg^.^thaL day ? Be* 
causefi suspected hhat iliciA was some im¬ 
proper motive in bringing MrrWetherbead 
there.—iDid vou know Mr. Wetherhead be- 


.for Mr. fi.— Did Mr. S., ,befoi« you went 
^ro»diiinertotbehgas^ofMr. Homan, tell 
you tl>e reason he wi^lied you to go there to 
fee Mr.*Dridce ?* Ycs.-i—What ^s tbe rea- 
eon ? Thatjse undersbixtd Drake bad sotne- 
thing 16f ifhportauce to cohnnunicatotto bi||j, 
And that be wished me to go and ' ascertain 
whar it was before he sa«f him, being re-, 
lootani to fee biin.—Did Mr. S. fiay\^\ 
'ibiflg Against the character of Drak^ 
Moftated generaliv, that he believed l^^vas 
% ^d .c^raota.’. -%id"Mr. S. stpte-any rca> 
»tpba for helievibg himtohea bad clkaracier, 
within bis khtwledge ? That he had been 
'Jlviag an life on foe town, a tbssolutd 
Ijfe.—Do mean to say, that Mr. stai- 

foat lading on idle aand dissolute liti^was 
^ndf of aind ebaracter ?' f i made, that- in* 
ierence.—JE^d Mr. atrfoe tipae he deatrad 

^you to ^o to Mr. Homan's, «ay any tlfoigto 
you as to any acquaintance him during 
.'the WcatminstprylecUon I No, be did nut.— 1 
/Yon.^ve 8tat^ that Wetherhead Was jn^i 
4i^uc^ at Mr. i.’s house by A^rake ftsyTi 
"Jajlei^yman ? Yes.—How came yoft to be 
there} were you desired to meet Drake? 1 
wass invited Co dine with Mr. S., and was 1 
Vaiting for ms return from the 1ioufi%—Did 
you, t^fore you went, know that Dr^e was 
■ tb^? I did net.—Wasany aihrprize 
TirS . at Drake iiitr^u^Dg 
lEHatao^ of ^13 d&^ipiion ? w^s 
ao^rike^' atVoeilig hvo >n the" 

.foeCD..—when you say that be was yjrprized 
^. seeing two gentlemen in the»room, do 
you .mean that beJexprea^djyy surprize at 
-'feeing ttnoge^ of tbaHiie acknowledgeid 
as^ac^uaiutaDce ?a^H#aCknb«fle(%c:^ 


you not Ijtftrd Mr. Drake's cJtaracfcr from 
Mr, S ? X had, the Mdf, Were you 
not desired to come there by Mr. S on pur- 
]>ose to be a witness of what was going on ? 
Mo, y was ^ke^to dine there —Did you 
ever hfear S« say any thing-about the 


character of Brake, till a charge was ma 
against hXr. himself? X beard it ujxjn 
tlie IVtb oyFeb.-f-Did you ever hear any 
|whing against the character uf Drake from 
Mr. S. befor^ the aOth»^ Feb.? 1 never 
hedrd his u^me mendon^.-r-Did not Mr. S, 
on the nientioned the 

bad cliargctt^ you that 

Drake waf tg^jfKgjjjppOtiBa^ against him ? 
He did , 

^^id ttie,^entkbl^ who were present at 
Mr.^oman's Oil the .oveqiug of the JOth, 
leave Mr, Ho£dan'#for5i>utii-streettogethei ? 
We did, in'the saijft coach.—Did you go 
away togetl^gmn any propo¬ 

rtion .^rnrrai^emoHt that took plucu on the 
"evening oiSb^Otli 4 j tlr. Dri^e e xpressed 
great anxiety the 

only eveoing^fB^adt Mr. Kdwarc!% got a 
coach, and 1 of went with tliat.—Du 
you knowfhat Mr- was Xyoaght from sir 
Oifoert Heachcote's to Sf^jK^ireet ? I 
mentioned what 1 knew to M^T. h. and he 
wrote a note to his father Mr. S^-^Wbat 
;* conversation passed heiwocn Dr^ke and 
Mr. S, when Mr. b. sftueto Someri^t-ploce? 
k yras entir^y CQnhned to Mr. Drake’s new. 
wrehase,.and ius hunting with Mr. Cobhett. 
jtfbron Gr^am, Esq. ejparitinidby theHoUfP. 

•pDo you recollect ret eiving a letter from 
Mr. ESheridaD, desiring you to do Mr. S. dif 
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x 


fciv^)ur ofcominsT to SomtM'set-Dlacc, to cxa- 
mii^C a por‘?on ? Itwasihe ()ih cr \^h — 
Have you llic Ictlcr wiih you? J hnM*. | Mr." 
(imham delixircJ it in, aiul it was rra.i 
What answer or coinmunication "(Jid Mr. S. 
receive horn )'on upon l!»e suhiool ? 'I'he 
person who hrougHt me the lelt»oi \vas a Mi^ 
Johii&ton, belonging tt> th^ tht-Plre. I re¬ 
turned for answer, ilntt I#cli(] ivM think it at 
all proper to go down lo Somerset Ileuse to 
take tile examination ; thaf if the p:!rly had 
done any thing improper* which ifxju'.red an 
oxaminy/ion, if the part?/ was sent to me, 1 
would takefiioexaiiiinaiioiV.—Inconsequence 
of that, did Mr. H.irri"*, accompauit'd by Mr. 


Rinamtvl Harris cramhied fy Ije JIuuac. \ 
l low came you hrst to ve Mr. Sihendr.n, 
onto go to Somorset-plaec ? I was sewed 
witlj*;i Spt',5l:er*s warrant from ifie house ol 
comI||on^ by Mi^^I»oswefl of Gosport; lie 
applied to nuv sever^ limes for*Jhe«lrttcr I 
rereived from Mr. Drake.—W^s any money 
or tcinplatiop ifcld out to yop hf Mr. 
well^ or *any otEcr, persoii^ to give up that 
letter ? When Mr. Boswell served mo witli 
the warrant, a day or two after li^ niekjue, 
and says, Mr. Harrh^ 'do you whnt any 
money? 'J said, no,* Mt. Bosw^dl. UTiero 
was a gentlc^ian V/the iiapic of .‘'Ir. Joscpii, 
w ho •keeps a shop at Gosp,>r^; h^ said, 

I t I 1 t . TL r ,1 ■ • 


Johnston ai^d 3flr/Woman, attendyo;'i? In .Harris, do you hear what Mr.‘kv^swell said ^ 
.nboiil half an/noui'aftei wards Mr. Jt-hnston | i said, I do, sir; he then said, will you go 


returned wirlf a man hytlie name of Ha; ns, 
and said he was lli» pcrsoiv whom Mr. S. 
wiihed to be examined.—Duvllarris 
to the examination ? i’UibK his examination 
in writing, aii^l he signed it, a.id swore 
it.—Have you the examination with you ? 


up to-iiighl with me iu a post-ch-use ?, J ^ 
said, no, sir j i am going up, but I idiriil go 
up in the stage t 1 djcl not go up that night, 
ftut a liitdit or two ftfter. When! ;u!i\«cd 
iu town, oil the 5llf of hch. I was not scarce 
hall nn lumr in mv house when Mr. Ho.swcll 


ihave; it \v.Y>{’Liken in two day.s, because, and Mr. Jukes, th*J l^aiiker from GtHport, 
befoic 1 had tinislicd with him, 1 was ouliged . arrived at my hou^c f..they came and applied • 
to leave for a busine.sb whi< h required iny ! to me for iJie letter I had from ]Mf. l)rake, 
attention, and I tinished will*him the next ' sigiied B. B. Slu'rjdan, Trciisiirer < !' the 
‘^norning.—H.ul not you ;• eommuftiention ' J-avv. • 1 immotriately v. enf away: I told 
from i\Ir. S., that it was hi'- wish,that y<'ii ; them to wait a I'lile, 1 wotild h't th.an know,* 
sliould keep the pajier with S notice to rh<‘ j in a minute whAher I uooid let them ];ave 
Speaker, or to Mr. l\inll*s solic itor, 4hat it j not. J made niv way out id'llrj house, 
should l>e fierthc^irning ? Such a rctp.ic'-i .iiid \vi'-'*ovor to Mr. bheriilan's Iiouse; I 
was made to me by Mr. Jt>bnston. J diil : In *^11 H !yv»ell-slrfet.• Whep I u< I't into 
keej) it one niglit, luii on aeroimt <jf that, I Mr. ShtTiikin's, I saw Mr. Tlurgc-**^, l^e wn-; 
but because I had not finished (he cx.imiiri-J tlure, and I t(*ld him tlio c;e.e, th.i^ th*. re 
tion ; when ihe examination was cdo'*cd I I 'v two iXiUkrn*'n .at m)Hion.se; Ih e.ea 
shoulil ha\c thouglTt it lifjily improper to j leflor so and so, which I have by me : there 
keep a thing which was to be pVtuluced.— j are two gi Mtlemeu wajitit: I do i.ot hiiw*e 
T)idyou mark the letter ? I made him mark | wlm'tJjcr i do rij>ht to deliver that ieiter 
the letter, to ^ec that it was the same ’t*tter ; f>r my IkiulU. as I have a Speaker’s wanai^ 
that I returned agaii^next d.iy.—AVayMr. S. . which h ‘■Jrill obey.* 1 we^’t a\vr/. Mr. 
present at either of the examinations either Burgeas tolil Mr. Jnkes and J'lr.* ^loswi'^l 
day? Certainly nol.-^JDid Mr. S. see you, tinit i;e v.(*idd send tljem to l»ow-.sir.‘et. if 
to oonver-'C V. itii you respeerbj^ the exami-| they came (o inquire for tiie lettci' \ihi<'a 
nations, or did he see- the (Kamination -ilv'y liad no right to do; howi ver lIiey«neot 
last Suii4;)v ? 'J'lVc only •Iv'.'ftimmication ! awav tint il.iv. At ih.U* t'm.e Mr. 
wdiieh passed on the mihj'icf w as, th U f .sent 
a message by Mr, Johiisl«*. iTliinkihat 1 had 
gone throifgli the exannnalion, that I was 
perfectly satisfied iu niy own miifd that Har¬ 
ris had got tht? letter I’rom Drake, and^lui 
1 wished he would send Drake to me, that I 
might leain wliom ?i? got from. Mr. .Udiii- 
€ton aficrwanls called 10 tcR me that he Jiad 
seen Drake, and endcp\oured 10 pr-v va'd on 
him to come l<j me, but could nold«Mt*— 

^Did Mr J. know the ]nirlicularb of that 
examinaiion ? Mr. J, w’ae present at the 
examinalicui. 


tier?/ y-- . 
voM 


I 


said, i^Jr. I larris, I, .sliall co.ijc in 
sently again; i said very well, sir. He 
came to ..le about an hopr ;'.iie/; I .said,-^boy/. 
d\> y<J^ do. Mr. Bu:ge*»s? he s.iid*, liow c!o 
voi’*dp .Mr Harris r He .said, 1 .sliall be v^'ry 
iirppy to see you ♦‘his e\e^ny, rbotuA'^ 
()'el''<»k ; I^Taid* ^ w'dl attend )o-. *» j^i.'ad 
at hc'iUi'. I-K* came andxjsked^ ■v\Tll );4;uJ)a^ c 
ihe g<)Oclnos.s mi v ;-lk*o\cr if) WicVidjn's ? 

1 did, ai.J I ti)ok ihe*lctrer \s vh me, and 
shewed fr t<» Mr. MiiTid tn. ’Atlcr a fiiw 
woids I ami they applied forfhu 

letter again, and 1 told Mr. Burgew of if,* 
1* • .• 
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and Mr.Vu 4 ^e «8 and Mr.' Sheridan advised 
xtie to mena^ave the letter^ which 1 to*d 
them 1 could not by any meana; as 1 had a' 
warrant tfom the house of commons to 
produce it, 1 sholild cectaij^^ obey it. They 
said, U)e 3 («thought 9i ^ouldrl^t be any harm 
for me to mve it up; I said^ 1 could not.do Lletter addressed ? I haft the letter; it U to 
any thingioi the kind.—Di(fn(jt Mr. Burgess jeaptains aifd ctimmanders of his majesty's 


Dawes, who can prove that he oner^.me 
moisey; /and he said he would take m to a 
place, and 1 should not come to any harm. 
He offered me 30 or 40l., and I said, I 
would not fur any sum give the letter out of 
my hands to any person.—To* whom is the 


< w • A ■ O 

advise you to deliver tli^ letter to* a messeii* 
ger of this house ? 1 do say so.—Had not 

yOB anofber letter, some considerable time 
before^ you had thij letter, purporting to be 
signed bv Mr. Sbsridan ? Yes,,pretty near 
a month «Unre ^y } blcHted, 1 shewed 

it to^my (j^^ids, and a&keiTthem what they 
thought JSwe letter ? they said, it you can 
get one wiiltetlie signature of it move plain, 
ij will be better. A went back to Mr. Drake 
and said, I should thank frou, Mr. Drake, 
if you could get a Iftter signed more plain^ ' 
By Mr. Sheridan, 4he Treasurer of *flie 
Navy ; but that letter had M. P. t< 4 it, which 
. I tliought not proper, as there was no p:ir- 
liaiftent —^What w^s ^fe distance of time 
between your recei^^ig the first and the 
gecond*letter ? AboutS monthi, when Mr. 
Drake wa^ so long about giving me* the 
othefletfer. I will tell you the particulaj^: 

I paid him for the letter, I gave him money 
for his trouble. 1 says, Mr. Drake, if you 
w'ill get me a letter which will be of ^eai 


; do it for pothing: he said, well, flarris, 
"what will yofigiveme? I said, w'ill a lOl. 
note satisfy you ? he said, yes, as you are a 
neighbour, 1 do not wish so much as 
that j 1 w'ill be satisfied with 5 ; how- 
* ,fver, Mr. Drake jias had to the amount of 
^I. 8s. of me for the letter.—When Mr. S. 
^ expressed his surprise at your believing it 
possibly fot him to»have signed 4hat letter, 
^•diii yotf' not state that admiral Colpoys ^nd 
admiral Parker, «nd others* had signed 
•* such ^^te/s.^» Yes, and I can name the 
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ships of war.^ hj^e the letter here. He 
statc'i)^at the sign^ure only was Mr. S'l. 
writii^.—[The*letter was read, and is as 
follows ** Loi^on, Nov. 3, 1806.—Sir, 
The bearer i»a respectable trtdesman; 
and if you i^l permit him to serve tlie 
ship uuder your curniiiand, 1 am certam 
jtirticw will be douss’lo^ eyery man on 
bo(rd that employs ftirfi^ fit him out 
with clothes, flee.; and ffwo doing you 
will greajly oblige your obedient, &c. , 

R. B. Sher idan. Somerset Place, Trea¬ 
surer of thfe'Wkny. To Captains and 
Commanders of His M^ostj^'s Ships of 
War.”-*'Had you yourself ever any per¬ 
sonal knowledge of Mr. 9H^*hand-writing ? 
No?—Had you ever the slightest intercourse 
with Mr. S. before this time ? Never before 
the 5eh ot 4''eb. last.—Was the first or the 
secontl letter oonnected with any conditio^r 
that yo^u shojlld procure for Mr. S. any num¬ 
ber of vote/ for the Westm'.nster election ? 
No, •not o/e; I»am sorry to ^ay that I did 


service to me in my business, shall noi tlipt got one vote.—To the bes^of your know- 

J _ ^ I_ ? I • 1 ’ 11 Ito' . *. (• m < -• ^ . t ^ f .1.. NW 1.1 


ledge, what^ccameofthefirstletter? tasked 
Mr. Drake what became of the first letter ; 
and he said he destroyed it, because he did 
not think two should be io circulation.—You 
gave it back tq^^Jr. Drake ? Yes j I asked 
him how4^became soblotted, and he said Mr. 
S. dried it with the cuff of his coat.—Tliat 
w^3 or 4 months before the second letter 
w'a^btained ? Abouta month, or 5 weeks. 
Cross-examined ffy Mr. Clifford, on behaff 
of tk%*Petitioner. 

Look nt^Rat signature (R. B. Sheridan); 


patties j it is an usual thing for gentlevi^i^t appent&t%eblotted, does not it? Yes 
.-_K r,„ .1 — —Were ^alresent whe nt hai_blotting took 

place ? I do Vot SWiSR ^rsi that 


.give such leKers. There is the Hul^ 
TCf' Clarence ; Mr. J^chariah haS one.— 
f lid you not go of yourself, voluntarily, and 
^ your qyudence to Mr. Graham ? I cer¬ 

tainly did. When I applied *io Mr. S. I 
s^jd I 'would advertise I^r. Drake, when I 


rar tihies to^dveftise*him, Sbeause I could 
find jiim.—^a» any meaift taken by 
^Kr. Drake*to pffer you money, ^>r reward, 
IKs get that letter out o^j^ic^r possession ? 
. ‘Thet^&|tgeatiemaa of^e name of Mr. 

%9^ • • * 


letter was dSttVkred to you, was rivre any 
blotting on the naifle of il. B, Sheridan ? I 
cannot saf whether there was or not.—Was 
tb%re any blotting upon the name ^here, 
after you came to town ? That 1 cannot 
answer. When I wa#ferved with a w'an'ant 
1 took and locked it in a trunk of mine in 
the same piece of paper it is in now, and 1 
fbok it and kept it at home, and never had it 
but of doors since.—Do you mean to say you 
ca'ynot tell whether that blot on the name Sf 
H. Sheridan took place before or aAer you 
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dtrte^ to town ? I do mean to say so, I 
domH know.—Do you mean to say tha# blot 
did not arise from ink thrown upon it by 
Mr. S. in your presence ? I cannot say 
that, because I know nothing at all about it.— 

Did not you deliver that letter after^ou came 
to town into the hands of Mr. Si ? Not ou^ 
of my sight.—-Did you dtflive^^ it into his 
hands? I let him Itevc^it^into his hand,, 
and take out a copy « it.—Was th^e an 
ink-stand near, when he had^t ? It'was in 
my sight, and if any persem had toflehed it J 
should have seen it f 1 no person touch 
it.—Will you v^^re to \wear, that at the 
time you delivedPe to Mr. S. tlu: blot was 
on his name ? I cannot say any thing {fbout 
that, for I foyk no notice of it.—Had not 
you been in--«e habit of using that letter 
day by day at Portsmouth, for above 2 
months before^you came to town ? No.—^ 

Where were you whe*'»'\ou were ^rved 
with the ^peal^^r’s summons to attend be¬ 
fore the. committee ? Jn Mi*. Bosw'cll’s 
house at Gosport.—YoiT have stated that 
Mr, Boswellask^ you if you wanted mtJhey? 

Yes.—What did he ask you if you wanted 
money for? 1 do not kiiuw;«iic asbed me 
if 1 would let him have 4lie letter *for 2-1’ 
hours, that he would give me bank-security 
if I would, 10 or 20l. That I cin bring proof 
of by respectable persons, Mii Joseph of 
Gosport.—Was the bank-security for the* 
return of tbt letted, or for bis ^ot keeping it 
beyond the 24 hours ? 1 would not let him , 

have it on any conditions.—What did lie j 
oUer you bank-security for ? For reiurnuig 
the letter.—^You hate st^d the names of 
dUferent persons whose letters yotiJuive seen 
used ? I have not seen them ; I have heard 
of their being used.—You have stated,that 
you went to the magistrate voluntau’ly to , 
give your evidence ; lit w^ose desire cud you ! 
go ? My own, becauS^ 1 wanted to have it ] 
adveigiied in the paper; I w^not satisfied 
with having a forgery, in m^^sscssion.-^ 

—^When was that ?'•! have the date 

upon the ^'letter, ft^s Uie 9C)I of Feb.—The 
letter,! I think, 7°^ stat^ t6*be dated the 
3d of No^\ ? Yes.—When did you first 
discover it was a forgery, and thfnk it nc- 
cesaary to go and make your complaint to*ihe 
magistrate ? When I was told of it,-:-When 
was that? When*4 applied to Mr, S. — 

When did you first apply ta»Mr. S. ? When 
I first came to town, the 5th Feb. that night. 

—Had you not been using that letter ibr 
the [purpose of selling your slops, till ydu 
%aw Mr, S, on the 5lh Feb, at night ? 1 
M not, because I locked it up, and |t*ould* 
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not mnke any use of it, afeer ^ was 
served with the Speaker’s warrant.* I had 
been in the habit of delivering letters into 
men fif war, where they have fiiken them, 
and tom them, and thrown them (werboar^, 
and I was afra’d of tl)^if ser\’ing*4hiv letter 
tl>e same.—When were you ser^^ed with the 
Speaker’s wafrnijt ? The 12lli Jhn. is tRe 
date here J I cannot exactly, slate whether 
that was the day —I believe it was the 
20th ? It might be.—Did you Fv^r sug¬ 
gest to Mr.'S, any dcjpJ^t of the signature 
till you hali been served w^th the* Speaker's 
'warrant ? I^evef Spplied^ Mr. S. till thd 
5lli of»Fcb, and then he told, jjje so ; aiiil 
1 said it was better to advertise Mr. Drake 
if I could not find him.—How came you not 
to apply to Mr. S. if you thought this* a 
forgery, till yeu were served with the 
Speaker's warrant ? J did not think it was 
a^rgery till the 5tH of ^eb.^—Who told 
you so iien ? Mr.*S.—How came you to 
go to Mr. S. to ask him about it ? Because 
1 was served with* dhe# Speaker’s warfhnt j 
and these jieople applying to me for the 
letter, I went and «sked him whether I 
might give it up or not.—Wli«n Mr. Bos- 
1^11 served you wflli the Speaker’s warrant, 
did he not tell you that you were to he called * 
to support tlie petition of Mr. Pauli ? He told 
me I was to apply to the house of commons 
on the 24A of Feb.; and he asked me if 
I lir4(rnot a letter in •possession, slgne^ 
by R. B. SlKridan, Treasurer of the Navy, 

I said, yes ; and he said, would I let him 
look at it ? I said, 1 had no objection. 
t-Ic asked whether 1 would let him take 

• 

a copy, and I did.—Did not you know, 
from Mr. Bosw'cll, that it was on the bitb 
half of Mr. Fanil that you were summoned k 
Yes.—H«w came yduHo go to Mr.«S. ? Be¬ 
cause, several times they applied*'to m*a 
for the letter, and that was the oijjy reasoi) 

I went to Mr. S. I live at Portsea, dnd Mr. 
Boswell at Gosport; and every now^and 
the!) they sent over to die, and asked tr^ • 
for the*letter. I did not think it proper-t'b 
give it them; I told them I should go up 
to town, an^d have advi(^ upoQ .it: Iwoiid* 
not ac^ upon my own opinion.—Wlien weiia 
thosb |p{ilication$, first made to yQU by those 
persons^ Several irmes aftc^ I was se'rv^d.., 
with file prafccpf. . *• 

• , Examinefwl'y thff Hoysc.*'. . , 

Did youvofe at the eleclton fnrjWestnnin*« 
ster ? Yest— For whom^ For Mr. S.—Did 
you vole before you received that letter?* I 
beWeve it*wRs qvor 10 days afterwai^s.—Did 
ipjily to Drake in the first ^stance to* 


you a 


£2 


• • • 
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get the first letter ? I asked him for it atj 
•aplate \v4icre 1 was. I look him with me 
to a meeting one night.—You stated that 
yoii knew several persons in your trade-who 
liaae leticrs of that dcscrljjtiua : did you 
apply to'hiifi* for a letter from Mr. S. ? I 
sai^, if he cotild get me a letter from*an ad¬ 
miral ; I diti not know any ibin^ of Mr. 
S.—You have slated that* you were present 
when Mr^,S. took a copy of this letter j 
who >s'as. present besides you } Mr. John¬ 
ston was in the roome-T-Did you not think 
fhe n;Ane of the person wfho fills the office 
of treasurer of the ii.ivy, wo^ild have a 
better •eti'ceff '^yoed to J)ii letter, than^even 
the name of*^ an admiral ? 1 do not know. 

What u^e did"} ou intend to make of that 
letter? Koran introduction. —flow was the 
introdud’ticm to be procured r \Then I have got 
a letter of this^soRt in ni^ possession, and 1 i|a 
aloti^side a slnp, I hand lUipUteside, saying 
I have a letter for the commanding® officer 
and thgy look at it if they please to take it 
into the ship; thenif*th^ please or not to 
admit Ihe.person who has the letter,—Would 
you not prefer a letter frdin sir Isaac Coffin, to 
•a letter fjoiivtlift treasurer of ^the'navy? Yes. 

Mrs. Butler exaviined the ilmtse, % 
'• Have you sufficient means,of knowing the 
character of Mr. Weatherheatf? Yes, I have. 
His brotlicr, whenever he came to town, 
lodged .at my house 5 and wheneve?lie cjjme 
he asked for his, brother; and he has often 
«ent for him; be is a poor unforthnato per- 
«on; lie was born in the year 17 (> 0 ; here 
5s bis age.—What is your opinion of Mr. 
Wentherhead, and would you believe iiis 
^ejttlmony on oath ? ¥ could not believe his 
.teKimony at all; he is a maneif very bad clTa> 
r^ter; heused to go out andbetoni alltopie-^ 
ce^ and Jus brother v^os quite ash^ttd or 
hfm.— Is 1)9 of that reputation you would 
2 it»t believ<>liim upon fiis oath ? I Vould not 
Eeiieve him f6r a*fartl)ing, upon his oath.— 
With Vbat company^ has he as.-.ociatcd ? T^e 
time he was in my house, be in 
com’pany with llobeilsoit, v ho was hung 
lately^ that was a few days before Robertson 
wap taken up; i«ncver«saw him tilKthis even-1 
jng again,.and then he. went away the*nio- 
pawjiic.—Was he acquainted svlih 
»p«rsQh of.tHe^aine oCiJazeley^? Yes, he 
liv^ wkh tl|b- same woman ^ Bazeley lived 
Wftha^iiiJ of the nam'feofXAicy "^^'allis.-^^lo- 
liicrtsbn was* Ining ? Yes, and Barley too. 
^ross-exawii^ed by Afr. l^arren on v^ltaij oj 
• the Petitioner, 

,Wharit this house of yo*!*»?*Aly house 
IS theJCluced'a Head.*—What do yoi^dcal 


in ? ^irits, and porter, and'wines, and (uR 
$uri8 of liquor.—Is it a house open in^the 
night-time? It is open for the market in the 
morning.—Is it open all night ? No, it is* 
not.—I'lic ^oatest part of the night ? From 
between 3,and 4 in the morning; I open it 
ikon.—Did yjbu know Refoertson yourself ^ 
Yes I did.—-and* Baieley too ? Yes.—And' 
kucy Wallis ? Yes.-*-^ere they all your ac- 
quantanpe ? They were none of my acquain¬ 
tance bur curiositf led me to know them, 

Mr. Patill was eifemined respecting some 
.letters said to havepfssed between him and B. 
Hart. He acknowietlged.Ji|| hand-writing, 
and was preceeding to offilNnne observations 
upon thequestion to the house, H'hcnhe was 
reminded by the Speaker of tb* capacity in 
which hetten stood'at the bar nf the house. 

Mr. B. Hpr^was neltt examined. He had 
teen employed by IJr. Pauli difting the elec¬ 
tion ; he did not, however, consider him¬ 
self as Mr. Pauli's agent- Mr Pacdl called 
at his house*and Iq^t his card : he called a 
second time, and requested him to come to 
his house,-Charles-street, St. James’s-square, 
which he did, when Mr. Pauli entreated hinr 
to exerf his iiifluence to procure liirw votes. 
About a week aftbr the election he had some^ 
conversation wjth Mr, Pauli and Mr. Powell 
respecting sonpe suspicions thA had gone 
abroad "about^ bad *votes said to have beea 
given to Mr. Sheridan, an^l they recommen¬ 
ded to him to ondeav'our to procure informa¬ 
tion res[)ccting that matter ; he however 
soon after fell in which state hecontinn- 
,ed some weeks, and had^ not seen Mr. Pauli 
since. « 

Mr. Sh^dnn was proceeding to ask the 
witness several more (jnestions, respecting 
his euioloymeut during the election, whether 
he did^ccompany ^r. paull in his carriage 
to and from the hustings, &c. &c., when 
• Lord i/riu'icA observed, that hishon. friend, 
according to kite own principle laid dow#on 
^former oc qasiy n, tlnlugbt it best not to 
touch upon ifflPtenenri conduct oQhe elec¬ 
tion, but merely upon *the allegations con¬ 
tained in the petiliBi^ ^ 

Mr. ShvridaH said, that such \^as the ob¬ 
ject Ije, had in view; but he thought it ne- 
ce.ssary, at the same time, to ascertain.the chaw 
meters of the persons who were made the 
instruments to alfempt fo* prove these alle- . 
gation.s and cari^ on one of thq, foulest, 
coiispitacic's that the malignity of' man had * 
ever coiK'cived.—The'examinatjon and tes- 
dmony of the last witness was then ordered ^ 
e be expunged from the minutes taken at 
iie baiV oii the ground that it entered to9 
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muc^ into ftie merits of the petition to be 
entert^ned by the housed • 

Mr. Sheridan observed, ihitt, if the house 
should deem it necessary to adopt ahy turtlier 
proceedings relative to wlKit was disclosed 
at their bar, there vvere several otlier wit¬ 
nesses in readinefc, whom, pefhajis, ii 
might be thought neceSsarj^ to in, ai 
they might possibly cor^bgrate many of the 
particulars which bad fOTcn from ilie other 
witnesses, or fill up some tMfftig chasms *n 
the evidence j for hid o\i9i part. However, 
he did not mean to trouHe the house with 
any further evidence^ but was perfectly .sa¬ 
tisfied to Jet his case rest where it ivas. Tlie 
prapers which,liad been moved for that night, 
by a noble lord (Howick), would be suffi¬ 
cient to shew that there was not a word of 
truth in what had beeik said Drake and 
another, who was thought to be a printipal 
w'itness on the part of the jSetiiioner. 

Lord Hmidci^gdarediVis firm conviction, 
that a foul and scandalous conifpiracy hau 
been entered into against*the sitting mem¬ 
ber; and in order tiiat tlie iiouse might tiave 
an opportunity of jfidging more precisely as 
) to the quality of the evidence whioli had 
'’^een adduced at their bar,«he moved that 
the evidence be printed, which was^ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr- ii^hiilread obsenwd, that it Wight 
be neceesary to tak^ some nieas'ire to secure 
the future attendance of the witnesses at the 
bar, in ca‘-e the house should think fit to 
take any further steps cplativr to the nature 
of the evidence which they had heard.—The 
house then ordered ,* that ^he further pro¬ 
ceeding on the Westminsfer rrrfitjnn and 
evidence should be resumed on Friday the 
15th instant, and that the witnesses should' 
attend on that day. J 

Mr. Shetidan thought ft but justice to Mr'. 
Cobbett to slate, beto^ the rising of tlie 
house, that notwithstanding whyj^t Drake liad 
asserted, he was fully satisfie^hat he was^ 
entirely unconnected with JLv scandalous 
proceedings which* had b^Ai taken against 
him, t -- ■ ■ ' . m • 

^ flOtSE OP ClflfMOKS. 

Friday , March 6. • 
[MiNTJTfes',] Mr. Hbbhduse, chalhfian 
of the committee appointed to try the 
nieritsof die Wiqk>^ectioip, reported, that; 
the silting member, Mr. Mackenzie, was | 
duly elected; and thfit the petition of Sir 
John Siriclair a^inst bini wad hot frlvolobs 
for vexatious. 

[Conduct op Mb. Cawthornb.] CoIo- 

a«l Mis&g BO hdih; general ids 




place, wished to 'kbow frofn him Brliether 
it Vas his intention to bring forw^d 
fnotien, of which be had given notice, for 
the expulsion of a member not >n6w present 
(Mr. Cawthonie),^lt wa^ painful to the 
hou' member, who w^s "the objegf of ihat^ 

,motion, d^at the xoattef should remain loo* 
ger in suspense? It was also desirable te»! 
It he house that the^ucstlon should be brougbi' 
”to a decision as fioon as posSble. 

General Porter sa?d, that no flian was 
more anxious than he .that this 'malter 
should be 'Jjrought to* % •speeder deci^bo,, 
which muBtsbe eqftnlly (^irable to the 
house #id the gentleman' who '\^s the ob¬ 
ject of the motion. But the having 
thought fit to appoint a'committee to in¬ 
quire into precedents relating'to expuhioxi^ 
he could not pq|slbly proceed till that com-' 
^mittee should have made its report. Thaf 
rdj^ort being now before th^ hbuse, it w^s| 
his ii-^cntion ihi*day, if the chairman of tlio 
cpmmittee alluded to had been present, to fi^ 
a day as early as con|jst^t with the conveni¬ 
ence of that hon. gent.^ and Uiat of the'house* 
He would*now merely state, that he in¬ 
tended on Monday to fix as eyly a day aR 
ppsslblej consistent with these oh^tf. 

[Call of the House,] The names of 
the defaulters atfthe ballot for the Guilford " 
election committee, on Thursday, were 
called ovea^ and those who had no excuse 
to otfer, were ordered to attend in •their 
places on J'nesday, and in* the event’ pf 
there being ah&ent without 'excuse on ih^' 
day, to be taken into the custody of thiet 
lierjeant at arms. 

Mr. Perceval took occa.sion here to 8ay>t 
tliat* he did not look upon what was statej[' 
from aay partictilaf side of the*hoase oix 
cfises of Uiiii kind tobuthe law.* I^e shoula 
take tlie liberty of exercising Im ovmv jud^ 
ment on cv«ry individual case*till the house 
should have pronounced u^ivn jt.* On thv* 
occasion on. which be had been a defitui-. 
ter,* he had been in attendance at the bar . 
of the house of lor^s, in the discharge pf ‘ 
his professional duty. It was not for him 
to sa^ whether that would be^ in the sCnso 
of tboi hou^, an excus*e; but he wished * 
to know from the sense of tbe hpilse whe¬ 
ther his absence wa^enminanu such easel. 
He vm un^lliin^to depend on*wbat might* 
be th« sense of ouafsidewof the hetfCi or di^ 
any individual. • * • • * * i,, 

The Sfkaker stated, Jfiat it was ^ the law 
of the holSse, that de^ulters should be tak^ * 
into custodw order now made was bat * 
t wouldbe 
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. •Lord IL Pcti^ said, that this proceeding 
of taki«4g defaulters into custody was, «s 
bad b^n stated from the chair, the law* 
of tlie hoii^. But it was oj>en to the,hoose 
to exercise its judgmen^ on every iudivi- ! 
dual cn ’.e, an^ cit^ier to enforce the law, I 
6r rii^’jefTse with Rs enforcement, upon 
sitfficicnt excuse, or at itj-pleasure. But 
if was to be* understood etlnlt, .generally, 
it w'ouid be eiUbrced, -and that was the 
reason for ir.oking it a particular order on 
every prUcuhr occasion. 

[Si.av]^Tkade’>ik>i.ition- The 

houfRj, cir the moiioi^ of lord Howlck, 
resolved itself sfito a co imjfttce ^ the 
Slav» Abililion bill. 

Sir Charles Pole opposed the measure, 
not, he ob-jcrvVd, with a view to the con¬ 
sideration of any individual interests, but 
sis an*object of the ^utnio^t national im¬ 
portance. th(j year I7«0, theae 

V’Cro 1,0,000 pe rsons desirwyed by a hur- 
ticane in Jamaica} in case ot such kii event 
fakiiiff -place asjain, it wquM be found im-' 
por.iiblG to uphold tlfe ^alc of property in 
lire islai^ds, without importation. On the 
other hand, if the trade w'as not permiued 
• by parlian;x’iTt to be continued, would 
be found almost impossible prevent smug* 
Ngling; or even if we did compleatly aban¬ 
don the tiade, it would be immediately 
taken np by the enemy, who wonjtl increase 
i»nd strengthen his navy by ihn-o n'.eans, 
ajid ive might SQon tixpcct to sec the down¬ 
fall of the Brjfish empire. A‘£ least he 
thought it might be expedient to give 
the planters lime to add to tlicir number of« 
iemale slaves, as a probable means of laying 
the foundation for a 'better supply in future. 
He therefore moved, th^t msiead of 
>607i ^hc words May, 1812, should be in-k 
«€rt^, a» the time fof the commehcocnent 

the operation of the bill. 

. Mr. JVf,rd contended that odr colonies 

would neither be injured nor ruined by 

theof^cration of the immediate abolition, but 

-.•that on the contrary they would be beBciited 

thereby. The disproportion between births 

nndcjjeaths had been forseveral years declining 

ia Jamaicq. -And the bencbcial operation of 

this measure would, leave the effect, of 

r^ucing that di.->proporlion^till more.* Be- 

fi^es^' Inc pojiufciion wdbld be up by 

kin^^^atment, wUct it ituiild then 

be the intcreHt of A he, planters to «3ftcnd 

to their nbgroes? He should pjfefer the 

fejecdon of* the whcile measure tp voting 

ihe extension of its comm^cement 

Wjive which would ^ &ly a com- 

■ * 


promise of their consciences, and a d^ap« 
poiijtment of the wdshes of the people. 

Sir Philip Francis argued in favour of 
the bill. He maintained, that the abolition, 
so far frQiu being injurous to the navy of 
this country, would be advantageous to 
our maritime strengih,iby preserving our 
*^eamen freyn Kie mortality which ’ took 
; place in tiie prosecution of that trade. If 
*it were to btf only a question respecting 
the navy of 4lii^ country and the navy of 
France, he shoul^ not have any objection 
that the whole of<the French navy should 
be employed in that trade} and he was con¬ 
vinced that oar na^ would mnintniu its 
snpt'ciority, whilcthat of tlie enemy would bo 
reduced still lower than it wa9 at present. 
Nothing tended so. much to the calamities 
that had ruined St. J)oniingo, ns the un* 
Jimiiwl powdr that individuals had of in¬ 
creasing the disiffropnrtiou between the 
black and the white populaUon. ^This bill 
\t^3uld extinguish that pnlitrer, and, there- 
h>re, secure the trtlnquillity of the British 
coloitics. 

Mr. Fuller would be extremely glad to 
hear by ^ hat regulations the hon. member’s 
father ^Mr. WapI) kept up the population, 
on his estate in Jamaica, and there conld 
not be the smallest doubt of all the other 
plaiiter*. bc\ip; eVremely obliged to him, 
and m(}st chc-erfully following jus example } 
He'had heard somqthing'of its local situa¬ 
tion,, prcvenlmg the negroes from mixing 
! with those on |he estates adjoining} their 
habits were dideren^ and that might in 
some measure account for the difference in 
the maintga;mce bf the population on that 
particular estate. He cautioned gentle¬ 
men, however, against being led away 
I by fal^ notions of popularity and hama- 
I nity. Those who weitf planters themselves 
might easily raise a •clamour against the 
trruelty of tliocplantdlrs, See., but he would 
have gentleifl?\' to recollect that the West 
Vhdies had hqpji the support of the country 
for many years^^ botli^ a* to seamen and 
revenue. We^tnight as well say, Oh;, we 
will not have our eiiimncy swept,^because 
it is a little troublesome to the boy, as tliat 
we sheuld give up the benefit of the West 
Indies on account of the supposed hard¬ 
ships of the negrq. • • 

General Pyse ^vindicated the character 
of the planters for humanity: but supt 
posted the bill most strenuously, on the 
ground that there was a most shameful a- 
buse of the authority delegated by them. 

Sir fT, Turton observed, that if the mea* 
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curoi of French iniquity was not yet full, | b^at this day found a man in civilifed Ku- 
weshbuld surrender up to them this g8iliyrope who‘Would profess hinself aif advo- 
trade, that we might acquit ourselves of > cate'torturer—so wonJd it b$ with the 
any further charge as to this heinous of-'-,uive irade. As to^e necessity ^f delaying 
fencej whilst it might complete*th^cat-i-! Us abolition, what, had, betq^fetid ? They 
logue of our enemies’crimes, we, at ihf* * st*t out; liid Mic noblfc lord, with tEe prd- 
aame time, might %ope tojiave taken one*! po’ W-onfhar the^.-^lave trade is iifk^man 
great step towards averting thS wrath of uuj j*/, the* the)- propose to prolong 
Heaven from us. V * • system of iniu^tice, and continue five 

Mr. H. Addington sij|pported the amend- yeai ^ more Ibe practice of that inhumanity, 
ment; but at the same linfe recommnrt!t.d Mr. took a view of the subject 

that a parliamentary con^ission shoutd be, in ihr-^e uift'.*reuf lehifSc^s, with respect 
sent out to every island in the Wcht Indies, to Africa, 81^ slaije merchants,' and* the 
and that parliaraenj tpight afterwards Ijv slaves themselves; the argSmenia advanced 
very high duties oc the importation ot slaves by the^hon. baronet (sir C Pole^ appSareA 
into every is^nd where the traihe was itjund to him to have been completely overcumed 
to be si ill carried on. by the statement of facts advanced by thb 

Mr. fVIiitb*redd thought it would be a gallant general in support of them ; he 
most tedious and impAteut measure to wait was decidedly Ar thq most speedy abolition 
until we had tlie report of as many oT th ' of so disgraceful a tra$c. • • 
commissioners as might chance lu reach Mr. Bathurst^ tl\piight the immediate 
home with tlHMfP^^rt, and then leave tise abolifoifof the trade, imposible. 
measure in a gre^Ndcgjpe to ilie discreiion Mr, Bar/inm was of a contrary opI^ionV 
of the governors of the ditfereiit islands, and thought that thFmdhsure, to be etfectualj 
But there was one point which he thought must be speedy. • 

to be particularly worthy of notice; the Mr. Perceval warmly contended for th« 
? council for the planters had fbkuowledged necessity of immediate abfUltion*—The 
^at the bar of the house of Ibrds, that it was question being loudly called for, the commit* 


intended to have several new pieces of land tee divided. • 

cultivated, for which a fresh supply of For the immediate abolition - - 17® 

slaves was wanted ; and ^here'was ahother Against - -- -- -- if 
point to which h^ thought it necessary- to • . 

advert; did the gallarft adrHiral opposite Majority • - 4S8 

suppose that we, as Christians, could hope, * • 

when visited by the wrath of Heaven, as ' 

he had stated, with ^ hurricane, could we • house of lords, 

then hope for a blessing fiwm the Almighty Monday, March p. 


by setting off to Africa to rob alKHnurder [Scotch Judicature Bill.] The Zror^ 
in order to recruit our stock ? Chancellor statednhat he had received a lett#* 

Mr. Rose entered into a detail of the fjoin the lord pre^dent of the Court oiF 
various proceedings ©f pj^rliament, and the Session ih Scotland, 'addressed to*,l)lm 
opinion of the most eminent public men lord high chancellor, .purpoiliflg • to be a 
for a century past as to this trq^e. He con- Memorial from the College of Jdsttoe, which' 
eluded by observing, that Li» late right was sigued by the lord president and^tep 
hon. friend (Mr flittj'was m his heart m oth^r judges, with a note qf dissent fcom the 
most sincere abolit^diiisi, as himself, four remaining judges. It adverted to the 

though there was sonib diffCTqpce of opinion bill before the Aouse for the better 
between them as to thi^Bcst means of car- regulation of (lie courts of justice in Seot- 
ryini^hi*T)rinCiple into executioq. land, and • stated, thtrt it A'&s -of gredt ' 

Ix)rd H, Petty opposed any further d^]py ; impqrfange that they should be permitted th 
he contended that the authorities cited by lay before the hdus^ certain conSideratidhh 
the right hon. gent.^were not conclusive; relative to tl>pt ^object. As he could nof^ 
oil speculative truths the mibst clear and in- from the foftn of fly memorial, vieve tharf, 
controvertible, there bad Seen in all ages it shoTiM be now mid upon Ihe^tahle,* he ‘ 
men of probity and wisdom who had tliqir wished to receive their lordship's instruction 
own peculiar and exclusive sentiments. Iii as to thy course of p/bceeding*which ^ 
(he parliaments^tff France how long was it a should adp^. He therefore moved that 
subject of dtscoBSibn, whether torture should the lords 8houlfl*%e summoned for the oetlt , 
he sanctioned or not And yet could there day.—.Ordered, ^ ^ 





m 


p^. \a07'.^ave Hit 


?? 


^nralioiiS'' on (h.e mon^nfepqs^ object of 
jtbe bill, wbicb.^eat to preserve the civil, 
po^ver from all poesibility of military en- 
.croaclv^ent; be then read some of the 
^clauses which he to have made part 

«f the bill. CVdicers or solda^rs charged 


rrrrrry! 

BOUS8 OP 

^ JifondaUj, Ma^h 9 . 

., fMoTi ipB I tp.] *^e house, on thelnotion 
^ ^ihe Secretary at W4i*, bavirig gone into 
M comtni49ce''on therMutiny biJl,^, 

* The at Wat m^de a* few ob-i objectionable. At the Same titne> wheo be 


and thou^ he could not aae how 
amf>le of. the bill in its pri^&t form could 
be productive pf the ill conaeo^nces Uiat 
had been so strongly apprehended, yet he 
would cbnsent, by omjtfiDg the two first 
linesf to put that preamble in a form less 


recollected that all the former proceedings 
of the two boure^of parliament, relative 
to the slave trade/had been published in 
alJpart.s of thb West Indies, and there cir¬ 
culated,*and especially the very resolution 
declaring the trade to be inconsistent with 


with capital ofieaces, to be tfivned over to justice, lnim«)ntly. and sound policy, and 
jibe rfjivil ^pagislratej but no o£Fic«' to be | that those publications were not productive 

1 ^. disturbance or disafb'xtion among 
the negroes j he could not think that if the 
preamble stood in fts original 'state, if could 


fictb casluered for not aiding the 
krivi! power, until convicted of such charge 
||^ore a couff of justice. Another clause 
was iiitroduced and agreed< 0 , enacting that 


be productive of tbs least evil 5 this opi- 

r I * f ts •si. X*__ 


«roark shall be. fixed pu the bodies of niod« however^ should yield tohis anxiety for 

|er& who have ^en (wire ^guilty of dc^er- general accommodation on a great question 
lion. Another clause'compelled* deserters j^kc the present. I'he juapendad form of 
J^ve for life, and made such forfeit tlie preamble thenjnrf>y'<^B(ri)ythenobJelord, 
^ddulqnal pay and p^nsVi^h. A farther clause ; excUided the terms founded in humanity, 
tequireclthat no person should be^sentenced to ; Src.*’ and substituted, for certain sj>eciat 
yjbe losi of life or limb, or to transfwrt^tion, 
iy a ^e^erri court martial, consisting qf 
tn^ thirteen officfrs. The chusc 
laiive to the enlisting money, as also that 
jp-oviding con^psatioa for masters whose 

a^rvants or labourers ipay liave enlisted _ . ^ __ __ _ 

Wfqre the time contracted for h?id cxj>ircd, ! used in the first prcamblf, were but charac- 

^ye rise to a short conversation bet>vecn | tCf^reAtic of sr infamous a trade, and repre- 

Mr. R. Dundas, sir T. Tunon, colonel ; sented the miseries of the wretched victims 

Barry, Mr. Rose and Mr. Secretary Wind- j in a three fold point of view, tlie circum- 


reasons, ** it is expedient that the slave trade 
be abqiisiieck** ^ 

^r\ IUbbe}*i said he should re-serve' 
what hp had to say for a future stage of the 
bill. 

General ‘Contended tliat the terms 


iiam, when, after a slight amendment qi 
the latter, bojtb were a^eed tP* Tlie re- 

f lping clause, including one declaring 
Qeprn£s in his majesty service free to 
mtents %nd purposes, were then seve- 
readand agrt^^o* and, on the. house 
«t)ie report was ordered to be re- 

.^ved *- 

[Si;.A.vit T«*5 e Abolition Bill.] Mr. 
H^f^puse brought up the report of the Slave 
^ade Abolition BUI. On the mptjop *tbat 
the amendments be re^ a second time, 

{^rd Howkk rose and said, tli^t before 
atpepdments wfixt read, bqwas anxious 
^^yer^to wha|t had p^sed on a‘former 
Mcatiqn, • and propose, •what he Mattered 

^ suflptc'ient to obyiate cer- 
obj^iibpS • in doifigitfiis,'however, he 
* tf> b&undevstooa as not in thcvliglit- 
swerving from the opinions he 
jy40ced, and* slid entertained, of the 
^ipdpln df the bill itself. He^wishqd to 
$jpfi who bad^^orhicT their' ob- 

'jmoss,«,.every possible acconu&pdation; 


stances of their capture and sale in Africa, 
those of theii. pasuige to the colonies, 
and t h g^fianner ef their reception on their 
arrival there. 

Mr. lioae thought, that the wording of 
the preamble as it opginally stood, would 
have been productive of dangerous conse¬ 
quences amting thc^laves. 

Mr. IViiiiiffQrce could not see it in so 
,alarming a M.nt of- view, but had no objec¬ 
tion to the meodme'fft. 

Mr. Fullei^iStt himWlf mud) obliged to 
the noble lord the willingness be bad 
evinced towards general on 

this subject : he could not however help 
adverting to the unfair and unliandsome coo- 
struci ion that bad been put upon bis own con * 
duct in this bustpessj lie did not much like to 
see upon a forifier night an bon. member 
^oing about the house asking ques¬ 
tions about his estate in the colomes, 
the name of it, and other circumstaQ- 
ces,. as if it were to detect him (b&. 
Fuller) in any assertion that might not 
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memolial^thattheCodrt of Seision ground- felt« together wHh an unwillingness torde^ 
ed thr. present communicatiDn on two pre^, cidda question of such wei^ty importance 
cedents jytbe firsts when, in the year 1^5^,' on his own private opinion and conviction, 
the Courvof Session made an applidtion in With respect to the precedenti refenr^ to 
a similar i^a^er to thee parliament of Scot- in the mhnorial, they would he found, on 
land I and t^otlfer#.thatj in theVear 1717> examination, by no means toipplytothe 
]by ihp Aqt of Sederunt, the Coust of present case. Whatevdr might- be the na- 
%ion dtd*apply to certain part of their ture of the coifnexion of the Court of Setf- 
oWn body, fa^ who were dso lords of par*, sion, with this parl/ment of Scotland, one 
liameot, communicating to them their opin- f:ict was clear, tbA no inference could be 
ion o^certain legislative measures then in drawn from that circumstance. In an^ man- 
the consideratioir pf the house. It was for ner ailing thetoractice or decision of the 
the house to determine wbetlvSr such pro* house. It was n&eceasary to enter into the 
cedents had ariy refSrence the present minute diSTcu’enceB: he should satisfy him* 
caae, .^xious qs he was Co obuin the in- self by saying, thaf the parliament of this 
atructioifs and opinion of so ]eamcd>uid re- couhtry was so essentially dj^tent in its 
nCrablc a body as the Court of Session, and constroction from the parliament of Scot- 
naturally alive to the feelings and wishes of land, that no act of the latter could be sup- 
his xative country, be stiU could not forget posed as a j^tified precedent, by which the 
that he had to preserve the rights and pri-/ hodK should regulate itself. Bbt the refe- 
vileges, i6e 'digniij^ and ^character, of the rence to the act of Sederunt, in the yfs&r 
bouse. With such in impressivn, and in ^7^7 > when an applicatim^as made by the 

• 80 (\eUcate and important a matter, he felt Court of Session^ tC of parliament, 

it file most advisable method to govern him- waj, in his opinion, equally inapplicable to 
nelf by the wisdom and judgment of their the present case; because it appeared, 
lordships. ' from an examination of that precedent, that 

Lord Qcenville declared himselfparticu- the lords of tlic CWt of ^ssion applied 
' iarfy'safinded with tlie'motives and reasons only*in the manner of remonstrance, to 
which had induced his noble and learned some Iprds who constituted a part of their 
friend to apply to their Ibrdsbips'for advice court, and also fulfilled the duties of lords of 
and instruction in the present case. But, parlioment* He* felt it impossible for the 
though willing to give every iredit for the i^use to rrceive the meqiorial ^ at the same 
caution w,hich was pbierveJ, be still must time that hesva» free to admit, Hint tho 
assert, that the usages and for/us of parlia- house might receive much desirable infer- 
suent, the practice and precedents of the mation from having the opinion of that 
bouse, were conclusive against the receiving learned body laid before it. It was in their 
pf this memorial from the Court of Session, power to avail, themtelves of the right of 
..parliament had qniformly, for the best and petitigpwg according to the sanctioned and 
^ most salutary reasons, denied to any person acknowledged principles of parliament. For 
, or bodf, the right or op^rtunity of giving hisowiipart.hewasextremelyanxioustohave 
advinq^upi^n subjects submitted t« its legilla- the house put in posaession of the opinion of 
livenwyisUteralion. This was of its^f mpn- that venerable cowt. *Prom some of tlie sug- 
dalory o^ their lordships, not /o receive the gestions of the meiqprial (for he had also been 
commfiiucatjpu alluded to by his noble and honoured w.Rh a copy of it from the lord 
learned fi iend. But there was a further ob-, president) hi had received important infbr- 
jeckion, arising drom the uniform custhm mation ; cutler peititfi, he was*sLillobliged 
.the 1k)usc, not to ollqw ci-en petitfuns to be to dissent. An fhr,# tBereforr, as he was 
laid upon its table, coming from nny alleged personally eOnccqned, be wish^ their Ic^r 
^ Body, unless that body were legally and jus- shipa to be enablebj**fc^4:^il«jWw»T.Kid ob- 
*‘tidab]y entitled tb approich the logislature jectionsdf the Court of Session, toappre- 
in aW;riKii..te cf>p<ic]ty, ^ He was convinced ciate the value of those arguments, which 
nis'ni>l>fa and learned friend felt ifyon tliis he should think 'it his duty to state, in an- 
^ subjecC, «is be did; althociglv^ hd was con- swer to such okjectioAs. He recommended 

* h cftw^ f the sypng^nd powerful induce- his noble andtorued friend to state, in his 

urged him to apply to their wonted "fcipectful manner^ to the learned 
'^here^VaS considen^Ie attention person from whom be receivedthememo- 

bo pankto the venerable and learned body rial, the insuperable objections which pre- 
fl^m wixiro this commivyualian was re- vented Mm from'presenting it to the hous^. 
vpeiveth his noble auu learned friend iferd was of opimon, that although 
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the iioaie could not receive a commaoica- ttm, in the agitaiioif^ which'H thkhap* 
tlon fiiom the Court of Seuion* in'the lAan- pe\^ to be ^igaged.-^fter so>ki]^ wrthei^ 
net ia which the present memorial was observations, 

made, yet it was of the highest importance, Th^Xdhd Chancellor saii^' tha^e would 
that the ppinton and advice of to letfimed and take upon himself^o makej^y Deceasaij 
venerab)p a body, on a subject which so pe* comraunijfelen to th% IharSa ford *fmii 
cuiiarly invcdved their interests and duties, |Whom he^received the memorial, ^gMfbbt 
should be fully in possessidh of«their lord- in any mapner Spmnuttlng the hduscj of 
ships, before mey weih cglle^ upon to de- ^mpromising its privileges or. character, 
cide on perhaps one of. m greatest changes j j ^ 

which ever took place in the Alministration booib of commons. 

of justice in any country, sflhmwdre other Tnesdap, Mfiftlh 10 . ' 

m^ei, whereby that instruction and infur- • [^MiKyrde.]—'ihe ml&wmg are the 
mation could be obtained. Fdr instance, it names of thetllembmv remaming on the ve- 
was in the power df the house to resolve, dneed lilt of* the members cbosemby ballot 
that the measure should be submitted to^lhe to try and determine the merits of the Peti- 
opiuion of the Court of Session, for the pur- tion compbiuing of an undutf election for 
pose of enabling it to gain beoedcial infer- Taunton} T. S. Gooch, esq. sir John Au« 
mation from the report which should be brey, G. B^tejiesq. John Pattisou,«e«q. 
made. I'here were precedents for snoh a Isir X. Mostyn, U. Moifis, esq. W. H. Fel- 
lin| o^rocedurc, and it was for their lord- lou'es, esq. ForrSkter, esqT R. Man- 

ships to a<^)pt Lh^wbicb tended to promote nets, esq.»£. M. MiSndy, e>q. bon. J. W. 
the means of a 8 |i|j(ju^ tbe mest correct Grimston, John T. P. B. Trevanion.esq. 
knuwle^c of the meritsBf the measure. E. HoVt l^gh,esq.‘Nominees; sir J.BAh- 
The &t\ of Lauderdale expressed h1m> wood King, bt. right hon. N. Bond, 
self as anxious as any other noble lord, to [Pbtitioii op Mb. Cochrakb 7ohv- 
^ Lave the opinion of the Covn^of Session stons.] Mr. Whitlread statecL tl^ bp 
laid before the house: but, abtbesame*time, he^ in his band a I’erition from {K^bov^ 
he wished to be fully understood, that in Andrew Cochrane. Johnston, late colonel 
order to prevent any farther delay'in re- of the 8 tb West Tndia Regiment^ and go- 
ceiving such opinion, the lords ^ the Qourt •vemor of the Island of Dominica. Before 
of Session sbomd petition the bmise in their be opened ehe subject of it, he thought It 
individual capacity,Yor only capacity proper* to explain to t}ie house, tbathehqd 

could thetr petition be received. With not the honour of the petitioner's acquain- 
rcspoct to one of the precedents referred to, tance. He never saw him until yesterday, 
it would be found by tbe preamble of the when he had a few minutes conversation 
Bill on tbe Furfeitedwtates, that the lords ^tb him. The petition, he understood, 
ofthe Court of Session were onlyJ|^^rd as Itad been ofiered to sev^^ members wbu* 
petitioners, or, as tbe bill more appro- had declined presenting it. In conformity < 
priately recited, as aupplicauts. He depre- with a ttfinciplc wluch be had laid dbwn for 
cated^the proposal of cousultiug tlie lords of hiihtclf> h# thought ipb^ duty to*prc«ent it. 
Session on me enatftmqpt of 4 legislative at the latiw time^ be b^ed to Ije jmder- 
measure; such conduct would bo^inconsis- stood as nob being in Ihe smilles^degree 
tent with the character aod foivns of parlia- pledged to tlie truth of the allegations cqn- 
ment} it was a principle which the hoUje tain^ in it. 

never did nor could luec^ise^' By the 10 th * The Petition was thciv presented ari 
of George 1. parliaaaegt dejyived the Couit read, ft stated, That the petitioner^. 
of SL'hsioii of the right of ^mrlhriDg hi the previous to the pionth ot October, 1803, 

' nen^o^lhijHdi^ yet the house bod served as an officer in the army^upwarffi^ 
did noPRn^rve it uccessary to apply for of twenty yel^s; that he Lad risen ih regu-' 
information to the lords of the Courtof lar gradation,' from the' rank of epsi^ 
Session. Indeed, in' all cases where the that of Colonel; that of his time of service, 
history of puliamentsiffordqd an opportu thirteen y^ar^ had J»een spent upon'fbreim 
nity of inquiry, whether apj^icable to Eng- station)^ frequently qflder ^reumatatfees'^f 
land or Scotland, he contendetl, that, how- great fati^e and danger; and, that, dorfog 
ever parliament might have deemed it ne* the whole of the laid senjee, he h|d never, 
ceisary to apply to tbe judges for tbeix* upoh any occasion, incurred the oensure or^ 
•pinions on points of law, it never did com- dispShlire dne of his superiors, tnif 

mit to their investintion a fegislative i)iea- had generally theLMfdfacUon to meA wit^ 

‘ ” •• F ^ e 


m&QlttpprobiLtt^lu 'Aptbra^et^- 
nl 3 aon!ii*ia tha Armwat^ made according tp 
•baiOfU/twaak, anJthit for an o£Bcet'Cobe 
pMaed orerMn sa';^ -prom otton is 4 t^p dis- 
gnci to hiti% in tft e afore raid month 

of Ojtohev aS'^iret promo mn of ma- 
jor-g^ra^ali lo >k phcSi in yJiich promodutw 
the nimsNif yo ir pstition^r Was, purposely 
OBittei. Thic. aaasthie^of the di sgrace thu» 
inflictei on him, and conscions that the in¬ 
fliction .Was unjust, he immediately applied 
to His Royal the Duke of York, 

then* and now chumtoder-iu^ohiaf of hu 


M^esty*s forces,rfo know the'teause j 

nishmetit ao serere and unexpected*. Tuat 
it urasupsfaras of twnmrnrhs before be re¬ 
ceived any answer at all to this application, 
and that be wis ^en informed of the cause 
of his\>aaishment, by a letter from the Duke , 
pf York, dated on tfce lOth of Decemtjer/l 
1803, containing thfc follywing words:— 
It is an mvariable ruft ot the seevice not 
M to include in any general brevet promo- 
in officer ^.whatever may bo his 
^ rank) against whom their exjst charges, 
^ the merit of whibh fa is not been decided; 
S' bi^ wbepever an investigation shall have 
taCra'^Uco, and, should the result prtpre 
* ** fawsnrable to you, there will not be any 
difficulty in your recoveVing the rank, to 
" whi<di your seniority, as colonel, entitles 
** you.” That it was with great surprise, 
that your petitiones thijs, for the first time, 
Ttearnt, that there were charges etisting 
■gainst him 5 and, it was not without some 
degree of indignation, that he perceived, that 
be had been panished up'in the pound of 
jnera charges preferred iu the dark; that 
^,fhese cbaiges never b»n communicated 
I to him, *apd, moreover, tnat, even of the 
ffaitteac^ 0 / which charges he wvs npt fti- 
•^ibrtnedh uutU upwards of two months afler 
be had bttd puniskedt and had complained 
* •£ his Mishment. That your petitioner. 


•nlnst roar prtWoOtt j *o « yow^ 
iKjSrable hou« wi« MMeitte, ywJf pMitJO^ 
er was now informed, not ot the natt^ m 
the charges against him, botthat the Duke 
of YorY had not ytet ascertained w 1 «thar 
there were in caistebee the grouirdewhereon 
to form any sireh chargita, thou]^, as it will 
be perceivW by yoUr honourable house, your 
petitioner had. adtuahy been paawAed, upim 
the ground, as stifled by theDuke of York 
himself, that Charges existed against yonr 
petitioner in Ihetpreceding month of Orto- 
I bei. That your petitioner, conscious that 


no criminal charge could, with truth* 
preierr^ against him, impatiently waibrn 
forUeday*of trial, which, ho^vever, to the 
great vexation and injury of your petitioner, 
was delay^ untd the month of March, 
1605, though, accarding to the Duke of 
YoPkMfetterofthe lOth of December. 1B03, 
the charges arttnlly existed against your*pe- 
Jtitioner in the month of Opyaher^preceding, 
l-a year a 5 d a halt>rfi>re it was thought 
proper to proceed upon them. That pre¬ 
vious, however, to the assembling of the 
court mattid!, before whom your petitioner 
was sent, stigmatized with having now been 
piass^ over in awo general brevet promo¬ 
tions, spme circumstances occurred, to which 
your petitioner humbly presumes to solicit 
the particular attftjtibn of your honouiable 
house. That your petitioner having stated 
to Sir Cbarlas’^PTorgan, the then judge advo¬ 
cate general, his objection to Mr. Oldham 
as a person to officiate as judge advocate at 
the approaching trial, and which objeaiou 
was founded uppa tife partial conduct of 
hfr. QlsUiam upon a«recent occasion, Sir 
Charles Morgan informed your petitioner, 
that, in consequence of such objectiou, bo 
had had an intention o( appointing some 
other parson to officiate at the court martial. 
but that he had recghtly received an applica¬ 
tion item Hts Royal Highness the Duke of 


Bpao receiving the letter aforesaid from the I York, specially requesting, that w. Oldham 
Duke of York, lost no time in most earbest-^ 14 * 11 * fhu hadtleterminod 
W eoUcitlng his Royq) Highness fb afford 
Mop information as to the nature and pur- 
nStt o£ thp charges existing against him; 
iut, tbiF, unto his repeated fentreaSies for 
^is pdifioser no answer whatever was be 
obtain, until the 38th day of\he en- 
3Kg nlocfih of May, wbeoy.affcr having 
in/ stw of suspense and dis- 
. mc^fos six months: he was informed, by 
Older of^fae Dokp of York, that he, the 
jPoke of TcbIi, had now called op(»^ft| 4 jor 
^don (the ,8c«iser> tojigai® whelhar be 
'* brbv forward any cbaigm qt all 


• • 


might officiate^ an^thM this had determined 
him {Sir ChsriM Morgan) to employ Mr, 
Oldham npcii tlra occasion. That your c** 
titioner, at no logHrad.ifiwiifafltive^vf this 
iDterfer«*e» adhered the more resolutely to 
his afotesaid objection } bat that, though he, 
finafly^ and with much difficulty, succeeded 
in this point, he, to few great mortification, 
found, that, imsoedi^ely afterwards, the seat 
of the court manial, which was, by the or- 
'derfeftbeDokeofYoik, aetuaUyassembling 
at Canterbury, whither, towards the end of 
February, ynnr pfidtionerand several of bft 
wittisfseebad repaired, was» all of a sudden. 





wmoved to Chelny'; nottiitlrttBftdi^gjbe 
retnOt|ftciiice of your ^ } 

letter to the advocate gCDeWl* oatea 
on the aist of February, 1805, VtSi^d, Uut 
great inoonvenienoe and eapetkJe woola 
•* be occasUjned by thia change, a^ ^eil 


^ laA, Arf* 8^ W (|ia Irtncijjal cha^e, t^o 
' t)e^«1ahlbitn by lawjfrom mo« 
H, 0»»M *9 a4^ged 

^SSutim IhanAiee ywa 
*re!l as previous A the date ^ fpr 

timelyJ trial, awSthat W Wajcssty cbwde^thli 


ai _'.i—iAi:jaia*<4V«»fe nt rii#* kiug^J iiDproptr tjondopt of the 
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** those resident in <M^aii%pvts of the 
dom.** That, in spift of all the diwdvan* 
tageb, by these and otb«^ theans creaVed, 
your petitioner was bolouraWy %c<ipitted 
upon all the charges preferred against him, 
notwithstanding so macb study and piepar^ 
cion had been u 4 ed m the prodacujg of thi)se 
charges} thjt, not only was he so acijaltied, 
but there was not brought out in evidence, 
one single Attending'in the slightest de¬ 
gree to shew, that the acciuer Jjiuttelf could 
'jKffisibly ever have believed any pne of th« 
ch irges to be true; and that it was glaringly 
evident, ahat aj^whole of the accusation 
consisted of falseDbi|J^nventcd<for the bofe 
purpose of injuring the fSnie and the fortune 
of your petitioner, and of giving the colopr 
of justice to the pumshment which had al¬ 
ready been inflicted upon him* That your 
petitioner, upon the result of the trial* being 
made known unto him, did, on the^ I 8 ih of 
April, 1805, endeavour to obtain an audience 
of fais rojal highness thcadukeof Yurk, in 
order to obtain, in the list of ix(hjor-generals, 
that place towhiclTliis senioa^^titted him, 
and m the obtaining of which he had, by 
his royal highness, been informed, there 
would be ** no d^culty, providid the result 
** of (he court maftial was favouralUe to 
him,:* That) our petitioner, h.tfuflg been 
refused access to the duke of VoiKiu the 
flrs^inbtance, ha\iijg*been unable by other 
means to obtain anv aatibfactory aiuu er to 
hib repeated applicafioii^ tendem the re^ 
Mgnation of his oomnfljl^ion as colonel, re- 
fiidved no longer to remain itf a service, in 
which be was so unjustly held in a state of 
degradation. That«-ti| to tjje grounds, up-n 
on which the applftayon ofl your petitioner 

ftbib house will 

_ ^ lUioDS of allgene- 

ral courts martial are communicated to the 
king by the judge advocate general, Win, 
when ne has thereupon received tlie flom- 
mands of the king, eommunicates them to 
the comnsaader-tn-cdiief, ipgetber wiifa the 
king's remaiks thereon, *lW, in purstigm 
of this practice, fltr ChaBes Morgan, hathM 
flrsc laid the decision of the court inffHw 
Voresaid bidbfe the kipg, neat communicat- 


piosecator.7 
Thatai xour honourable hohse will not fldl 
to perceive, Ais femark waj» calcidjted to 
cause it to be believed, that, if to lapse of 
time bad|;a(t taken pfeic/ artd if the Opurt 
martial l»aa jot iherA^ been inhibited from 
proceeding nn the said rai^rg^. the ^ said 
charge might have been mtabtisfied against 
your petitioner 1 whereas, tlie facts wws; 
1st, Tlwtthe act charged, was alledged to 
have taken pl^fO previous to S^pf^bhr 
1801 i 2d, T™ an investigation into the 
cboductof your petit iWierwts imntemplafed 
by the dpke of Turk in Orlober.l803, and . 
i^n that contemjdation he withheld the. 
name of your pe^ioror from thfe 'haev<t 
promotion $ 3d, TmI, uCtween September 
*1801 and October 1803, only two wrs and 
one'month had elapsedj 4ih, That ha^ 
ween Octobci 1805 and August 
iRe wariant for the trial was, at last, issued, 
your peiitioiier did make ur^nt aud repeat^ ' 
rei^ests to the duke of York, that the 
trial migltf take place without delay; and 
5th. ’Ihat your petitioner, apprehensive 
that a plea ^f lapse df time ^igbt ^ naaclw 
use of, for the purpose of leasing a blenu&h 
upon his reputation, expressly lequested, in 
h letter to the adjutant general, dated pn the 
aad of June lb04, that •; no part of tbp 
*'* grounds, on which ^jor Gordoft h^ 

*' proposed to IBund his chatgea, should* 
*»bekep|j bock frowl^examujaiiou from* 
whichidcts your petitioner is saUs^ tl^, 
it will clearly .appear Jo yoitr tofioiiiahlo 
'house, that if the «>uit maiijal wa* inhibit-' 
ed from taking rogniaapce of the 
afoiesaid, the mhibnion ji^as to be bribed 
solely 10 those con«med in framin^nd 
bringing fotwaid tile prosecution, ThSf, 
however, to the most important iac^, cen* 
nectc^ wUl# the aforesaid rertiWt. <nf the* 
kin* it foatmi for • jaur peiittaner ttf 
pray 4he atlenllon, of your •hooouri, 
ble kouft;« n«nely, ' thaf ftutwUiKiand- 

liS jke^^pCTpeifejj* 

MicbslaiMOt fWJy investjwto tjfe merit. ^ 
rksjmd abarges that <5e chfg* wa*,^ 
avTd^ Atwnait coiaplrte, itoriy 

to be utterly W*#. ^ desil»njjj^ .fiw- 
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«eoal»la|^ ^ foundation «i4 that it was 
mbit mu lifter siuA ffotf Aid hen gs^, 
timt tli^£oait marM discovered 
were, bmw, inhiuted Imn takjMf^^^o^i- 
stfnce of e. That it wA4i«v«^hnen,tiipQ& 
the *Dade bg the judge 

advocate^ttenerd, iattlM kkm*s qhoie* &at 


amounting^ in t^unher^ to several thousands 
m geDUe|Si$»ii donneOted hf ties of .blood, 
or otberNise, wHh no dimalT portion * of the 
.raiflc conaeqtMSDce and iimenpe^ in the 
whole o( the cecnmaDit 7 > are suti^t u> the 
absolute Will of dns irretppx^h individual. 
That, Irmn thfs cause, •ydor petitioner has 
of York, in A le|ler to yhur sufiered xqpet aIcvous injustice, indignity. 


floner, ^ted* on thu tlr.Alw,-1805, 
refused to place yoor petitioner in that sitcH' 
ation, as to rank, to which he was, by Ids 
aeniorjfy, dotitl^. That yeur petitioner, 
fun of indignatioA. at the injustice wi^ 
whkh he had bera treated, adMised a re* 
monstraoce to'She judge advmte aeoeod, 
complainiDg of the aspersion cast i$on his 
characterT>y the putting of t^e remark afore* 
said upon records of the ari^, while, 
at the s^me time, the facts above stated by 


and injury; uUt, ^er a life of faithful, 
zealous, and Ihdacn services, he has been 
driven, as afajpvp shewn, to the alternative 
of*abax^ontnghii profession and his means 
of subsistenoe, oftof retaining them accotn* 
ranted with umnerited disgrace; and, that 
he, therefore, pniyayonr honourable bouse, 
the ponstHutional protectors of the people's 
liberties and properties agahtst arbitrary 
power and oppicssion, to afford him r^dresi>, 
and to prevent, by such means as in tiie ^ is- 


ycur^ p^itioDer were carfifully concealed. Ldon^o^ youw bonotirlble house it shall seer? 
nat in anfweg to ^is remonstrance, thefmeet, the future recurrence of ^milar 
judge advocate general informed your petU grievances. And your petuioner shall ever 
tioner, in-a letter dateef on the 26 th April, * 

l605, that ** since he hfH eommunivated io 
** As duie ^ YcrA tlm leiier in whith the 


** tferetoid remark was contained, he had 
seettaecasien to recall that letter, and to 
V eojgtj^te' another m i(ifu thereof, lecn^in^ 
^^ouTtne said remark, and that he had te- 
ken upon himseff to expUdn to the kingy 
the reason whu this remark" (niade,'as 
your honourable house will perceive, in the 
kina's name, and as coming froft th^ king 
^himself) **• wps mu' aenilted." That, thus, 
as it f^ust be. manifest to youf honourable 
bouse, the jodge advocate general has the 
power to poremunicate to toe commanderv 
in*diief remarks, -in the king's name, upon 
•the decirion of every general court martial, 
.£roro ulpcb rematks alone the commafider- 
t in-chi^ mi|st according to bis letter abqye 
mentieved addressed * to your f»tjtioDer# 
his ppinion upon ike whole matter 
. ** eagh .core;" that ^e judge advocatet 
' general has the further power of altering 
suob remarks 'at bis pleausnre, not pnly 
without the orddl-s, but even wstl^put the 
knowldlge of the kingi in whose name they 
are aoade ; that this judge advocate 
•nm only lislds his qfm wing pleasure, but 
J$ at ^tM same time .so much under fbe tn* 
the comnundeK iO'ChieT, %s>o be 
1iidaoed,'';klLliit bare suggestion, ^ change 
^^In^tlmi as to the Jjpvoti Whom he shall 
^CEj^)li^‘t9H4Sciatf^ in mis stead at. w cotut 
'naiti^i'and that, thhs, thefune and fitr- 
tone of att w often cf the army, j(m^^ 
IphTisteefit^'the annoal ex p e n oe ofjpibkfa 


pray. ANpsKw cocnj/Hfit johnstokk. 
London, March The petition ha- 

vin^U^D rend, Mr. Whitbread moved, that 
it do lie on tlie tubte. 

The Secietaiy at IVaar observed, that as 
tliere ^as pledge to bring forward any 
nr'>iiuii on this ^tition, he would uow take 
<he opportunity of saying a few words, be*, 
cause it bad b^n ppread abroad that he had 
pled^d hinfeelf to bring this matter betore 
•the house, l^was gladtof this o{)portunity 
of giving 9 public cootradiclion to that 
charge. Some gentlemen who had been in 
the late parliament, might recollect the no¬ 
tice which be had gix ep : but, as many of 
the present parttament might not be ac* 
qdklntetf^ith the proceeding, he would state 
the.case exactly as it stood. He had obser¬ 
ved, in the ease of Mr. Johnstone, adU in 
maOT.otheri, vh^ appeared to him to be 
an abusive pracfic^a military justice. This 
arose from tiu! nature of the powers of the 
judge advocaie. It seemed to him a strange 
Umpropriety that tliel i^d ge advocate, in fhese 
cases, should Ite the person consulted 
when a decisipn^as ^ven by the king, and 
that there sbotucl^j^i^CDaBulmioajv^ 
the commander in cmef^^nPpSHlRrtSmist- 
ed^y his MEQesty with the management of 
the ftrees, and who ought properly to be 
responsible. He ther^ore gave notice of a 
pn^porition to pdt an end to that practice. 
Subsequent to that notice, a change took 
^loe in his Miget^'s councils, and this af* 
rerded hfim the meant of applying the reme¬ 
dy’ wititout having recourse to parTiameni n 


boightekn tterllng) j-and }pm wu ha^ to statq,t that having 



ft] 





or 
ttia 

Atf 

tliepedti 
pHMf^th) 
bem its 
|*Dc^aft)> 


znade rqnesratatkma to, |kii v^pb 

this pointy hit Majesty had hem gnadonaly 
pleased to dlrect^^ that the proceeifiBgs should 
be conducted ia’^futtfrer so as to ai^er the 
olject which be had in view from tkebsM 
ginning. Ihe pre^pnt practice* then^bre, 
was* that the juage^vocate did not jreosive 
hU final decision on giving i^is t^pQrt» but 
that his Majesty aAerwnrdf smified bis de¬ 
cision to the commander in who was 

therefore responsible for the aarlce^Ten’to 
his Majesty on these ooguions, *Aus the 
injustice which was auppobod to arise from 
the interference of judge advocate was 
prevented. He would not object toYeceipng 
the petition,«though be saw no advantage 
which could result to the petitioner from It. 

One of the objects of tfie petition was to 
i^btain the restoration <frhi« ranla. This^was iseoooding the mAion v^ich had been made."^ 

4 nrhii^k (Km Vi/>ncA .n (Km ^ _. ib 'Km (KmA m.** mm.1 mmw.m.4 


/ ‘ 

matter tba omuidepi^ of 

be h'adMsd bad 
im* M bap djclin^ 
i^maagaMCri .that had 
hf the hon. rat. 

_ M*he 'onhed^with hhu & thfllMg^ 

that it was«tbe dt^ of e very * memb» to 
bxercife his owd jud^ent dr to whether a 
petition oc^t to he pi’esented of not^ 

Sir B. iSiafcklmil stated^ that he Was in 
the same predicament wift^he hon. mem¬ 
bers who hIB jpokea ^ but he united in tbo 
opinion of th^on. gent. wlfi> bad presented 
the peti!iox>> as to its bcii^ the dutjtof every 
member to present any potion to the 
bouse, when couched in pro^ termai He 
there^e rose igerely for the pur^oje df 


a casA^m which the honse could not in the 
least deyee mtei fere. Tt was one on which 
it was M;apossHrig> to fiame any question 
which could procu^Nh^petitioner success. 
It would be an interference with the pierc^ 
gative, which the house could not possibly 
sanction without extreme danger and incon- 
veniencx*. Another object ut ^he pi^tition 
was> that the house should *takc such nu i- 
sures as might prevent the recurrence rf 
such proceedings in future. It was unne¬ 
cessary to petition the hcnise cw that ^aiti- 
cular point, as it shad been mready done. 
The judge advocate gcnefal^^ff deprived of 
that power of which he bad complained, and 
which he certainly would have made the 
subject of a motion, had not the situation, to 
which be was appointed afforded him an w- 
portunity of putting an end to the*pMct)&. 
He begged pardon for trespassing on the 
hoU|pb but be thought k necessary to refote 
the iclle and misd^vo^ repoitSi the ca¬ 
lumnies, be might saj^wbkdi ktad been 
circulated respecting hincondi^t in this bu¬ 
siness. 


{The motion was theibput and tarried. 


to the doctfine of tfaA'fioD gent. (Mr. Whit¬ 
bread) that every p^ilton oe present- 

<l^if cou ched in j'espu iiro terms. The 
petitroiNJwieiWlll^BiPTBto hU h^mds, and 
he had certainly declined presenting it, ^ 
cause he could not concave bow this bonse 
could interfere so as to give the redress so¬ 
licited. • • 

Mr. If^fuihread dec1are(.l,^lMit he did not 
constitute himself a ju^e to determine whi\f 
petitions ought to be presented and what not.. 
All that be had ta^do was to take care that 
tney were couched hi proper and respectful 
Wheiher they were to be rcx:eivod 


Bovsa OP cottMons. * « 

Wednesday. March 11. '# 

[Mivutbs.] IAt, Fftnkland, churman 
of the Yarmouth election committee, re¬ 
ported that the sitting members, Messrs' 
Harbordpnd Lushington, were dCH)iatseiei 4 a * 
add that the petition against them was not 
frivolous or vexatious.—the motion of 
Mr, Tierney, it was ordered, that there bo 
laid before^the house a monthly return of 
desertions from the army, fit>m' the 1 at of 
January to the latest*periodp aAo a retam>» 
of the effeefive strength of the'army, from 
which the said desertions bad taken place at 
she same periods; also a weekljr account of 
the number of recruits raised in the sama 
period, distinguishing Irfihnd from Great’* 
Biibfin.—On Sie •motion Mr. Knnrick, * 

it jaraS ordered, tiiat t^re be laid before the * 
bouse, em^ccoont of the number oPc^usesK 
tried by the court of exchequer in 9^tland* 
during the last 15 years.—Mr.^ Herbert, • 
after commenting briefir on the 'important 


Mr fPi/fhim i>imi/ar*couki not flubscribeiqueslioa now bmre the^house, touefimg 


the,expulsion of one of Its members, and 
observing that It wai^ dedrable, in addition*. - 
to the ropoft of tbeeommittee of precedenStf^. 
to have eveiy other informatidiraalcolated.*' 
to givpii fijfi and foir view of all partauf the * 
case, * moved, that Proceeding of. thd« 
Court Maatia^for the*THal of JahaVemon 
Cawthorne, col^td of the ^Yfftmir-fif *t 
militia,* *4aid oeforff ^be^^s^Apcil 

and prdered to be pnnted, *be row 
requited.,. Mr. Tiernef object^ to the 
ofRioc on ^gmundof the expence, trou^ 
ble!^ and dmayor stinting a volnfdpods.masa *. 
of pape^^j when the ^oestibn tMSii 
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J»a. 


no< wl 
pbce 
l«g«U: 

tii^ht dbl pa)»^ 

4Addr U) tffUjjW n . .. .. 

Suu^0% .MASkaecifi, 

«tHr itfr/lhi%» 

eVefitfct -Mr. C. Wjii 3 |»rrwhed thfe 
<pi«^| 4 »n M be eeaemd |bf 
llie Stir*fiker tbongbtU fn«batinMii;^t 

^bett tlf tfir baVtneas hi 4 been finC bd(bc» ^ 
Lmwv it bad bee^*tbwigbt iSght ito ^prrnt m 
oBl/the ieitfeitee of coiiirt vmmmX but 
tbe whpie of tbtfproceediiifiABtmg to tha 
awe*' Utfm wbicK, * w«» ordered mt tbe 
vtiieie Of the proceedings fae reprinted.—«Qo 
ihfi mcrtton^knl Folkostooe* it was order¬ 
ed ibat them belaid before hoosp copies 

df p e fr s f s neodni^ to «bew in ndiat capacity 
WIniaiii Bnibei» the fitness on Mi. f^uU's 
pnttlion, hadsyrvod in .pavy.—Ordered, 

tb^Cheorders for r^oWibg the namps of 
'mntjbets who do not app^ir on the a^woint- 
inem of‘select cc mauti ^dpf trial of neti- 
tioss oqrnplamiag of ondoe ciectipns end le- 
tnttM, do not extend to members who are 

triidof 



tiqp of 


ilai 


:tnj 


ate 

cemmittees aetPaUy ssedng. 

iCoUMiTTes ejr Sorpi.T^Mucacta'' 
mous SaavicBs.]-—Xhn- house Vent mte a 
Comsahteeof wbicb tbeibliow* 

ing sumswereaFOt^i'W the motxonpf Mr* 
Vanshtdrr i Rescdired, ^ That« sum, mH 
exceaUnge£?19^,949 19 «* .b0d. hegrante^ 

ta b lnldtsi^^lv paymgeft imd d^ 

i^rtain Aiiauiti«» 4bn tale l»i d per 
*cfo^«Mr«aim. bang ih® dWHdti frj 

* granted 'hy two acts of the 87th^eod diSM^ 
MM^bispressot Ml^yi . 

Mid KiAbe issoed and Mid littlbpot Unr/ef^ 

•or otheis dedncuoif wppUciever.f-R. ^bnt 
^ii,7M. 14«? dd.begnmoriAOMndscow^ 
plalthgtbepiircbaseef tastWnga 
m dnd nea# Palace v!erd,( Weateainj^# Hi 
^rsnaiKe of sevend eMa ^.Ihe 4dtR» ddtb# 

^ dfitbbf fair pf««ent mamyn^ 

BCts^ntnsCMOQtiQH* w 
Mtt 10074-3. b« 

id dMi^dbe oiuuge of pnntipg ailc ^ 
ary Mr tfce>««i» bodl^ of, wiriiep«it, 
HTXfiwPLrV* 

rerifig votel of t£e houae oc acMMne0% 

. JP. . _ ^mJti ^U. „ mm^m - 


•ijresentee83yid^.Ttejfta^ 


idooitmL^ do pcnpordepu. 

A yeif, ef tbe^iHgmids, ledex? > 
es^and leperift^ t^tbeboHMiDfiiCHibR^b^ i 

atm PotnMt baoo-Fii hm iiWi!N^tb«t 
stun* ^nbJbMbe<KngieCWOO(be ^wited»^S 
Uofrayibgilkpeiamicaitr^^ pt^ < 

md for nrhMuig raAptrapidgof tb 0 .l! 9 tllt • 
Jtumw Jounmit^jpAhviaM sftappaAppf.. 
fortheyear lW.-^TbiU.aftb^^4M53W. 
be grated* to^fosbr good^be dyilcieoi^ pfv 
the gmnt V the bqil^fwkP of p^)is0?P<He to t 
defray tbe ehaige ^ pnntis^ and sUtpokrjr , 
for the two bouses of parlbpiont.-—g. That 
d 14,631. tdis. gd. be gr^ited to make gpod 
the dbficiency of the vote et this last sftsjoo ‘ 
of {iarUeipQQt« to defiay thnexpeisoe of prim- 
ing and delivfnng votes of*the houa? .of 

coprmiOD^ a^d for pfoiting •htUs^ ret 
find htoer papers, by order m (he said houst^*' 
duung that session.—That d!46g- m. 4d 
be granted, for making goodjdio dmcieopy 
of the sum voted tn th|g)Hid%msion of parllat 
men^ for printing i750 copnesof the.Aath 
v<iume of Journals of the bouse of comt, 
mous.—la That £lQ4il7' 17** be grant¬ 
ed, fot defraying tlie expence of carrying i>n 
the buifdiug of atKew Mmt oa Tower Hiil, 
for^thb s^rviceof J6C^.-t-ll.That 2046-6^ 
be grantrdi for def^’ing the e^tpences of 
printing Aitides of Impeacliment, Minutes 
of £vi£noQ, md cffoies of the Trial of lord 
TtscQnnt MeW*AK*7l2 Ttat i 10,250. 14s. 
bAgrantlo, tn be'applied in furthei etecu- 


of Cm 43 d of his inaj^y, (o- 
rMMJlfod bpikling bridges fo 
'j^*acp''^ for 


iicl 




.—Id Tbdt 
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Mouqta, for 
granted, to 
drgwn from 
# 1 rA may become due 
030 bCf^nted, for 
'Civil Estafoli^- 


iy.^Xbu t£tflits be 

Pnndnce^- 
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IM die oF ^ Ca*8 ISMbHriitiBMtt «r 

tfaefdM^ « Saint John in JUbettee, iew 
coHad fitdce fiderard’t IslDnd, fiwti the M 
of Jen. to the Slot nf l>ee. lM7^St>. That 
je2.ot0be 



Newfbaodland in America, *l¥hm t^ lat'of 


_ eew) 

dtstof Dec. tm.- 


That 


or W % IM| 6f the la/^ would 
u^tlo Mat in ngBtmmfhe 


hit 


^raat 
oration. 


erife of tho 
beqaa^ w eftd'o’to 


__ I tensor ktiew it to be great* 

6f IttabU^HMUt of tlie Mend '^1 Ir btirden^. he ttughtjto* 

Dme Breton InAiMca, from tbe lat cd*|aioabCedljrSite ^hwr^oi^K^ 

cofHng. (t mignt happen that a peraon at 
afittigiity and honeaty^f intending td make hta 
estate liable fo/r hia d^^ might, throng Di¬ 
ligence or other circOmitancea, bepnVent^ 
from doing ,a6. This bilh^lgoald, therefore* 
tend to remt^these |^s. Entatied estfttes. 
n«reootto Vl affected* nor were copyhold 
estates.*He hoped, however, to^see tbie '' 
bill followed by another, to make landed 
property liable for specialty debts. As to 
this bill itiaking an inroad upon the costonai 
of our ancestorSi tbatyvas noargomdlnt at 
^llj as it was the very ourpo^ fqf which die 
house tnet, to rectify me laws m every par¬ 
ticular, however long they tnay'have existed. 

Mr. Simeon declam himself in faVou of' 
the bill, and di(f%ote apprehend those 
evH conseqi^ences would result frqpi this 
measure, which the hon. gent, was of opi^ 
nion Would be the o|se. 

^r. iiT. Cctverl declared, he saw no mffi- 
cient ground for t{^is imrovarion in the law) 
nor did he know, nor liad be ever heard of 
any instances of landed proprietors availing 
themselves df the law as it now stood, iq or¬ 
der to cheat their creditorf. H<^*was nnwil- • 
ling* without a clear case of necessity being 
out, to remove the old legal land maiiw 
qf the constitution. 

Mr. H. Mortin assured the hon. gent, that 
instances had occurred, which pointed out * 
the necessity of remedying the l^.w« as it • 
no^RT Stood, Me particnlarly iastauced the * 
edae of p person, a cdhsiderable land^jv ner,A 
Who had a number of natural childsftn, for** 
whom he wished t 04 }rot 1 de, who bad made < 
Over hit real estates to trosteds, bod to di- 
Lvide jhe produce amongst t^e children. 'Aio 
^surviving trustee had sold the whole of the 
landed estate, and purchased others, without- 
charging them with any provision for tfaesr 
chiidten i in ,tbis state h4 died the fa- ,* 
mily in^ueStion were left in a stat^f ab-' 
ject pdv^rt^. There were other instances'of, 
as trying X nature. *The present meesure 


be granted, for d , 
of At Civil Establishment of the Bahama 
Islands in America, m addition tmthe sala¬ 
ries now paid^to the Ihiblic Officers odt of 
the Dcty Pond, and other incidental charges 
attending the same, firom the 1 st of ^an. to 
the 3ist of Dec. I80>^3a. Thtt ^tjOiO 
for deftayiltf the charge of‘the 
Civil E^^ltsbinent of the Bermudas or So¬ 
mers Islabds, ffgm the 1st of Jan. to tht^ 
dirt of Dec. 180^^4 That *s^dOO be 
manted, for defraying the charge of the QivU 
Establishment of the Island of Dominies^ 
from the 1st of Jan. lothe 3irt of Dec. 1807. 
-*•25. That 0^12,704. Ips. 6d.<be granted, 
for defraying the charge ol^the Civil^ta- 
blishtnent of New South Wales, from Oie 
1st of Jan. to the 31st of Dec. ISO//* 
[Fkbsholo Estates %iLu[|-*On* the 
motion of the Soliqitor Genew, the report 
of the Freehold Estates bill v^tirought up. 

Col. El/re wafmly opposed the principle 
of the biA. He thought uut it shew^ much 
of tile modern spirit of Innovation: and that 
it Would decrease the credit of tne landed 
proprietor, to a very mischieveuiT eatc^Tt. 
The oommercial man cawied on speculations 
wb\g)rtteiided to bis owmodvaat^ge, and the 
advantage of the pufaS^, ib was not so like¬ 
ly, therefore, to Miqjared^y this bill, while 
it would tend to the ruin Of the mao oflatid- 
ed property. It had been said, that the ho- 
aiest and considerate m^ would make ^1 his, 
debts burdens upon.^ls Wrta^; bnt in his' 
opiuion, the honest Ad ^sidente man 

_w to fender this 

bill c^i UUillllUllJ!. 

^ Mr. Eoiioe strenuously defbndcu the prip- 
ciple ctf the bill j and tlmgbt the house was 
much inddbted to Uwfeamed gent, who bad 
introduced it. As to its beindao innovatkm, 
he begged to observe, that tins effisets of the 
iMasure proposed had been experienced 
sVery day, as it would do nothing more tjwn. 
itoke every real dstate subject to a debt 
which every honest man would wish to see 
poid i and whethdr it was done by the adt of 
Vot. IX. 


was not an atieip^^oget rid of ao£j;gaUn»«s* 
stitutiofl,abut rather^ aflbrd eT&edy for 
an existing defect. * * 


The Sb/^for-Gedefa/waid, hePdid not 
wM to provoke a debate, in the present* 
stl^ of tbe*tinl v^at the same tbne, he could : 
not bol^fbel ku^ciaed at the coii>cqueacea 

G • - 
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imputi 
was 

the rici 


^to this measure, the otbject of which 
ipel justiie to'be done, hy oblipiog 
debtor tt pay the poor cwTtor., 
He deiii^ that thi^'^would 
jurious effect ^jSpon th^ 


eff^t j!^n 

repre^D^tive«oAMi ancient fa 
cami^ato diewjthoStieaving 

io oa^Ms 


icy 


as: 


,ito 

any. in- 
/ for no 
cooM be 
sufficient 

to pa^Ms &ebt% Ko inne^a|C^ wasbereb/ 
intend^. Did the friendb of the aristocracy 
mean to insinuate; tb^t the landed proprie* 
tors ai^ue should not pay (heir debts ? And 
was there not ast powerful an aristocracy in 
Scotland,.ahhou^.the English lew, on this 
* subject, bad hoj>lace^Hedec)^red^ he knew 
vaijous ipstances of landed proprietors avail¬ 
ing themselves of the Jaw, as it now stood, 
to cheat their creditors. He knew the own¬ 
er of an estate worth a£4000 a year, whose 
predecessor's fdheral expmces and apothe¬ 
cary’s bill remained sinpaid. Another, wbqr| 
leftdebts tAthbamoimt of ^^40,000, and hot 
above^. 6d. in the pouriQ had Ijcen paid, 

. although the successor to the estate came in¬ 
to possession of year. I'here were 

many small traders, who had been unabje to 
pay their own debts, and some had been 
((,brown into prison on that account, because 
not compel payment of debts, due 
to them by landed proprietors.—-The rcj&rt 
of.the bill was then received without a di¬ 
vision. 


liament, there- was every reason to expect* 
namely,. a termination. of the session at an 
earfier period than had been usual for some, 
time past. To send therefore questions for 
the opinion of all the judges of the court of 
session, must necessarily be dirpductiye of 
extreme dday; the aaiy mow which 


peared tq,himrpracticab]e, was to order lhe 
attendance lofd president of the c^rt 
of session, uitt two senior lords of tha^ 
court, durinptbe discussion of this bill, with 
an undarstandina that any of the other lords 
whose convenience It might suit might ^so 
attend. His lordship concluded by nioving, 
that the lord president of the court of ses- 
sioii> and Uie two senior lords of that court, 
do attend the service of the hpose with all 
Convenient speed.. 

Lord KinTtaird dqpbted the propriety of, 
heat mg the^ords of session at all, but 
were to be heard, whether they sh^ld not 
all be ordered to attend, , 

* Tlie Easl of Laude^t^observed, that if 
all the judges of tfl^court of session were 
^•rdlsred to attend, it would greatly impede 
the regular course of justice in Scotland. 

Loi5 Efdgn concurred in the propriety of 
the motion, aud suggested that the stage of 
the bill in which the attendance of the judg¬ 
es would be most useful would be in the 
compiittce. « 

Lord Gr^viile was of opinion that no de¬ 
lay ought place ift the progress of the 

bill, and that the house might still proceed 
on it in the manner originally proposed. 

Lord Auckland vras anxious to have it dis¬ 
tinctly understo<^, that the attendance of any 
o^the oljier lords of session who might find it 
convenient, would be desirable. 

The Ztoi^ Ckanftlhr approved ^ the 

lought the only piacti- 
^ the opinions of the 
f session.—The motion 
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HOU%E OF LORDS. 

Ttfursdny*March IJ. 
[Scotch Jroic.4TURE Bill ]- 


•liOrd 


Grenville adverted to the discussion which 
took place on Tuesday relative to the md- 
^ pi^riai of the lords of session, and to the de- 
* sire which was then expressed of beiqg in- 
'' formed <ff the oplnion.s of\he judges of the 
court^of session respecting certa^ parts'of 
ighe'* bifi fur the better regulation of duurts of 
justice m Scbtland., WUlst h^wnsdecided- 
’ ly hostilt tp aqy proposition for receiving the 
opinions of the lords of session with respect 
to the expediency of the bill as a legislative^ 
measure, he stUl thought it of importance 
their lordships should have the oppor- 
tfthity of put ting questions to die judges of 
*-the cou^Tot sessiofl, or some of thdqa* with 
respedhto the practical, efiect which might 
Reproduced by anythe provisions of the 
bill. In mOking a propdsUiot>to%fiect this 
\ i| waf (S avoicf'all^upneces- 

sa^ xlelny, it b^ng His earnest wish*that the 
bill should pass tbmgh that hotsse so as to 


motion, 


cable mode of 
judges of the cc 
was then ag^d toT 



* • 


.HO^SE COMMOVSi 
Thursday t^j^arch 12. 

ballot took place for a, 

committee to 

of the p^ition, complaining of the election 
and return for the city of Dublin. The fol¬ 
lowing gentlemen were appointed on the 
committee: Ed Loveden Loveden, esq. J, 
A. M'Kcnzie, sesq. J. Robinson, esq. Earl 
of Yarmouth, T. Jobnes, esq. P. Fbne, esq. 
^ir C. Mordaunt, hart*. G. Thomas, esq. A. 
Br9^n, esq. S. Horrocks, esq. N. Fellowes, 
J. tilmoin, esd. Sir J. P. Cdtterell. Noml^ 
nees; H.'Parnell^ esq. I. (^scoyne* esq.-—— 
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—Mr. Adana, pursuant to notice, mwed 
that tKe order for taking the Aberdeenshire 
petition into consideration on the 24th in¬ 
stant, be discharged, in order to h^e it put 
off to the ] 3tb of April. After^ short con¬ 
versation between Mr. R. J^undas, t^e lord 
advocate of Scotland, sir J^Pulteney, Mr. 
Perceval, Mr. Caui^g,%and^r. Adam, the 
motion was negatived wUlroiff a division — 
Sir J. Newport brought tfp lor ihe Im¬ 
provement of the city of t^blin, which was 
read a first tim^; and, on fne motion that it 
be read a second time on Monday next, Mr. 
Shaw (of Dublin) expressed a hope that the 
hon. baronet would, not object to the punt¬ 
ing of the bilh nor press the second reading 
on so early a day as Monday next. It w as 
a measure by^^ich the interest of his con- 
.^tkuents might be ver^ materially afiected, 
and DBS|ra5 therefore anxious to have suffi¬ 
cient ti^^to consider the provisions it con¬ 
tained, oPwhieln^was then igporant, as*| 
well as to commumlfePH^with his consti¬ 
tuents, tlic parties most interested, upon altA 
subject. The Speaker informed the hon? 
gent, that, as the bill w'as, in a gre it mea¬ 
sure, of a private nature, it felfutthip the 
provisions lor regulating tffe proceedings 
upon private bills, and that, in like tpenner, 
as in the case of all private ^ills tiom liehind, 
the period of thieo weeks intt*i*\ciie 
between the first and secoudrjjiding. The 
second reading was then 'fixecTftr Monday 
Uiree weeks 

[WrST IkOIA PtANTERS* PETITION.]— 

Mr, Hiibert, pursuant to notice, rose for 
the purpose of moving, thVtthe Petition of 
the West India Planters, presented Wme 
'i/lh of Feb. be referred* to a select commit- 
tec;^^he petition wa\tben read, as fol¬ 
lows • • \ 

** To the Honourable tb^Commons of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Irel.ind, in Parliament assembled, the 
Petition of the^ li^d^isgued Planteis, 
Merchants, W[prt^ge^ Annuitanls. 
and others, int^esteil/iu^the British 


lio^B, and which is for the most p^an m- 
Vest'tf^t gradually erra^, in the MVse of 
nca^^y^%.^J^ent^rie8^■1^f of the gpns of iho 
Colonial of the Bri¬ 

tish stake ijrthose import34'f^5i..dljshnjcnt3. 

I VoQr petij^ers are reSdy to shew* b^^^ 
%iarToucbere^li^ nearly one-tltin^lSrth% 
whole of tbefiritith imports aftd exports is 
Involved in the West India titide, directly or 
collaterally; and that, in more than ilyii pro-' 
portion, the effective defence and po\fer of 
the empire depend tbera>fl*;« as the best ^nd 
most produAive nursvyof experienc’d sea¬ 
men.—'^at mn foundation (?f these benefits 
and this prosperity was laid by ilie act* of 
King Charles If. chap 7 , eplituled ' An 
Act for the Kneouragemeot of Trade,* tlie 



jyest lodia Colon 


th: 


uit the \yest India 
Colonies of Great BntaTn, having been plant¬ 
ed and settled by British subjects, have, in a 
long course of years, progressively advanced 
in cultivatiofi, wealth, and iipporinnce, from 
which the mother countfy has derived vast 
and increasing advantages, in respect to W 
commercial and financial resources, and^ec 
naval power.—^That the ca^Htal at prmnt 
existing in the British West India Colcfties, 
estimated at little less than one hundred mil- 


beyond 

peopled by his subjects of thi» his kingdom 
of Englaild; for tlie maintaining a.greater 
correspondence and kindness between flwm, 
and keeping them ft a*firmer dependence 
upon it, and rendering them yet mor» bene¬ 
ficial and adianragtous unto it, in Ihe forthew 
employment and iiK;rea<>e of hi* 

pirfg and seamen, vent of English wnollea 
and other manufactures and commodities, 
rendering the navigation t) and from the 
same ino'c «pfe aj»d iiivap, and mrking this 
Kingdom a stdjde not ouly^of the conunodi- 
liesof tho‘e plantations, hut a»o of thecoiti- * 
mod'ties of other countries and plao’s, for 
the supplying of them, and it being the 
i^age of other nations to keep their pkmta- 
tu'iis trade to themselves’—^*lhar, in con- 
foniiity to the intimate union and relations * 
here delineated, life colonial s}stem«of Great ’ 
Britain has, in subsequent times, *been syste¬ 
matically wqiblished ; whereby, in cwry es-|i 
sedtial respect, the indnsjry, tradefand navi-' 
gallon, of the Colonics, are strictly Confined 
10 the interests of tlie'mother country j 
in return, granting to theiuand to their pro¬ 
ductions* an exclusive or mnikcd preference 
at her home marketsf a facility of meetit^ 
in foreign markets a vent for the surplus -ot 
their p^uccr beyond her own aflfplff supply*-' 
and ^er poedful support and pj^^ectioi)' 
against«oemies, fortygo and dome^ic.-^—^ 
That, how'evpr, Jn various instances, and 
more particularly sihee the rnliiiijj^fJfclmidiev 
fell the hnce fiouriftmg colpny o^ Sk iTo- 
mtngo, (whereby a temporary anc^ acciden- 
ttl eocrease of value wa^given tp the grea( 
l^Dj&,frOchiq(ioq5 of the Colopies), the co* 
lonSal s) stem of Uie British Empire has been 
varied os* departed ^om, to tlie dis3dvau|#ge 
G 2 . . • 
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1 yiwfc msaA7»g. iK tf* i ai fr<y (m 


6f her 
posed, 
dcu» to 
h)|^ apo 



l^oivtesi restrictkkis h^obeon'fm 
>0 tfaeac^Bseof their ay^iw 
ibreim^tlEet, iher^ 

^ ^ »rfis1 of 

Ibrei^ Coionkij the^proi&ogCTbi of their 
principal fStapl^lfN^, soger, m been eo-* 
promoted In .dropNOeDcies-ofJ 
(he en^re subject oi^nUl regula-^ 
a progressive ttowtion oij sdgar ba^ 
been accanmlated, which is oalcidAted to 
impede the natural progreu of ks consump- 
(ioD in a prospe^^l and loxuHooa nation; 
end, while thept^ess of taaeadt home, na¬ 
turally attending a stlte of wee, has# in the 
oonrae o€ the last twenty years, dcnMed the 
Cost of etery article whiw the Coloniei im¬ 
port from the mother country for their use 
'and ‘necessary cultivation, the anxious care 
' of the British legistaturev appears to have 
been directed to ev^ry measure that znight/j 
«t any tinSe, ^reveflt tbe^ colonial produce 
tirom cAxaining the adfantages of cany tem- 

* pcraiy demand and addition to its value, 
unAtimded with s^uisHons, on the other 
hand, compe ent to protect the colonists 
from depressed and minons prices.—Tliat, 

■ pw ularty in the late wars, in which 
country has unfortunfttely b^en 
compelled to engs^, hat the pressure of the 
existing colonial system b&n felt by the Bri- 
ii<b West India Colonies^ the access to a 
loreiffn market of that surphas produce, 

^ whibh, fbr.her advantage, and, in order to 

* 1 (jr own ample sup[dy, the repeated public 
Toit e of -the 'mother country has nrg^ and 

' atimulated the Cedonies to grow, has been 
cKen impeded and sometimes denied.—fn 
. Che mean time, the produce of those colo- 
, aies, which have, at any^time, by the for- 
I tune of Vay, fallen into oar hands, has been 
adpiittfd to form an'additiona) glut at the 
^home market, and placed on a footing there 
with chf produce of our old Calonies. AndL 
as if to render the evil irreparable, artd the 
ca*» desperate, the great and acknowledged, 
superiority of thft British navy has not*b^o 
^cxened in impeding the transit of \be colo- 
Sgjal produce of the enemy to its Borqpean 

* raarket^i^liareby indn^nncnt, wfaldn the 
:enein)^igbt havcj.to except oedonial pro¬ 
duce'Ain the rigoor of jpor geileni ferau- 

*aloii comimital tradtk k taken 

4MS|^iMlbeBritish.cqiosistijaowall the 
sTJpSpBfbMl coMinusUy iDcreariag^aapan* 
sear, is shbiectAl to caotfod, now and 
}|||Daafor«i^, wUh rivi^ ax^iptad 

JTOM chsjgca* snd owrins the rh^ 

' kgtaw nMmMi, Strait 

* Bniisk compeljtiois.**-Tbat tnaasi^ hava 

% > 4 


lat^ been icoommctided to jMrliaineot« 
prdiessaeby intend^ to adM raflef to yoor 
petitiooars, but which} so ^ as they raspact 
atmr, the great staple article of the British 
West Intiia colonies, can only prove bene¬ 
ficial In case ^channel of expm be opened^ 
but, during opt presena almost total excln* 
sioafi^mehecBtUiuent, can have little ofTeot 
in relieving (^difiress now felt by the 
growers axS l^ess of sugar: andj that the 
proposed adfilrion^ duties on spirits, al* 
tbough^ery wise|yand providently uiteiided« 
will be comparaiitely of small benefit to the 
British plantations, unless a decided and 
marked [nefisrenca be ^veo to the consump* 
tioirc^ rum in the navy and ^army.—Hut^ 
under the prcmieMive infiuence of the grie¬ 
vance, the emetof whidi has been expe* 
rienced by gowr petitioners in the coarse of 
the'last t03 years, th^ are at la*t 
the hard necessity of continning thp^ultiva- 
yion of their estates at a vgy heae^ kiss, as 
*tfacy cannot be re|^aaas^odactwe in any 
otlwr culture. lAxunents already on the 
fable of your honorable house, snpported by 
the most respectable evidence, shew, that 
the average price of sugar, at the British 
niarlfet, has been, lor some time past, bare¬ 
ly equ^ to, often bentsth, its positire cost 
to the planter, without any the smallest re- 
turmfor the caphai embarked on the plan¬ 
tations, fbrebe support of decreasing popu** 
lation. or maintenance of that nume¬ 

rous class of British subjects, whose sole de¬ 
pendence has hitherto been the produce and 
income returned for Britiah industry and 
skill, exeited in^heciritivation of the West 
IlHr^i^colonies, whereby your petitioners are 
reduced tp a distress which they humbly con¬ 
ceive calls for theJracnediate attemiqp, >n- 
vestigatioo, and j^ief of the legislatu^.— 
lhat your petitimxl humbly suggest, as 
measures oajplated* for their relief, provi¬ 
sions of the following nature, either perma¬ 
nent, or co-exUtent with the present war, 
aa may seem hast rq^he wisdcqn'ol this ho¬ 
nourable hqvuMb: nonwty, a revision of the 
i^steiii of taxatrio^ sugar, and a re duej 
in the rate 

tionate citension of the home consumption, 
nfight probably not dimioish the revenue, 
aura provisions os may admit the article 
sugar into pr^ensblb consumption In tlie 
distiUprica aadBreweriea, while lU di^raaion 
in price, cofflpared with that of grain^ anay 
(hd|^d meb ptsIeKnce} the permlasian to 
the ata^Bftidea of sugar and coIR^, 
aavfall us tboee of mm end OKdaases, with 
tjbo AiPf lew ih for lumber 



«(}} Cal 

«nd oilier oecevarief^ for a oeedfial aionot «a well protect yoci; go to idaods^ 

of vliichi the Qcdonies depeni on eA navy iiuiy ^ jpar g|lu^. Dp 

course with those 8;atai.-^And your petU qot^mUd ships, or inW Hag fur er those are 
tiooers humbly pray, that tbaae meaiureif ourooccecss j pro4st'^what we euooot laiao 
or such of them as fi^ weoi nxitt Ktpodimt athonse, ese muU buv elrfowbece, 

to this hpOQurahle booae, or other tneames if you do oot send it to «j^aDd,Yhar may 
adequate to the rriiof ef yoor petitioners., also be to mhers, if yoo weipA m 

ntxdfit their present burtbsaw a^ distress, more of U we want. Dd depend 
may, by, the wUdedI ct^djiis honourable on ui Ibr < large ^(^olation labourers in 
bouse. Ve provided and passed into law. hot climatesj you must find \bemeisewbere. 
And yomp&tioners shall ever pray* 3cc.V for we have them not to spare tc^ you.** 
Mr. HiHeri rose and ifuh that was Coaid the strictest pol^^icUte otbeiwise? 
a petition of ooosiderahltf aod extensive in- and yet thb exactly deRnbes our West India 
terest. It stated the extteme hard case of a colonies: iJjm amal> besiqniogs they rose, 
Ui|[e body of his Miq^sty's indimrioos sub- end nqas bu reached 4 hdght of ynporjpoce 
jects, upon^whose labours depeodech one and prosperity, which ^ve them a distiiu 
great branch of our oommeroe* tngetber guisbed nob anaong the remaining rmoureea 
with •much yef our tnaritiine strength and of the mother country. Thus the real vahM 
hnancial prAperi^, apd who were reduced of the produce mported from these cpionwa 
infiD the pvedicaniapt of profitings was not less iban miUtona sterling, of 
nothidjiby ^eir labours; a situation which ^ieh was annually re-exported; on the ave- 
threateiM thejj[| inevitaMe decay and ruin, rage, ahput thefaltieof 4 ed,d 00 , 000 , acir* 
He would, in ^wary^rsoiy manner, ad- cumstance most important in the baljmce of 
vert to the general priSS^iles of policy uphn our trade, and in tiw r^ulation of thewxirso 
which these colonies had been establilhwl, of exchanges, and which, in very critical 
and to that system under which they are situations m this coontiy, has becm found 
connected wiUi the mother cmintiy. The (as bank directors and monied^ ■neo 
doctrines of the econocnisSs, and ef Dr. ^ve) foe best cbftck to the btokfol 
Adam Smith in particular, had been sup- of the drains of specie caused by large for«ga ^ 
posed to be more adverse to that policy, and subsidies. On The other hand, the export 
to that system, than they would, ou exa- to the colonies (and almost entirely in British 
minatioa, prove. Thoae tbec^ists bad laid raanulaccuse or British produce) was in real 
down principles tr&e anfogoiiuijHI^ themselves, valmfnot far short of 4 ^* 6 , 009 , 000 . * This 
but not adapted to invariable practice; they trade employed foom 9 OO to 1000 sUipsl 
had, as a sensible modern writer on cdooial the tonnage 2i30,000 tons; bnd at one man 
policy (Mr Brougham) observed, leaned to each 14 tons (which was a reasonable al- 
too much upon positive tg^ituiions, and ex- 'lowance), opwardsof 17,000 seamen. There 
eluded from their considerattoB the iqflii^fice could be no question as,to the beneficial ip* 
of passion, taste, and caprice, upon the pur- fioenceof all foese items upon our maritime^ 
suitpipf men. it mikm be trot, tliat the commercial, and naval prosperi^.x—It migh^ 
idStsafe and profitalnb direction of Irbour rfot he unintereating to coniplre t^is itaie- 
was to home trade? tea to quick and £re- ipent with the attnost height of the oolonijl 
qnent returns of C8pitl(; hut in a maritUne, strength France, foe attained 

and commercial country, no l^riniative pro- at the moment of the revolution. She had 
visions could restrain the occasional impulsg then about the sanoe number of ships which 
to emigrate towardendwritiwtioss, and new we^w Juve<in our coloaid trade, of some- . 
objects of labaur,*%Str J.^ild had rightly what Huger tonnagt^ and carrying, in 
said, that ** had England mTeoikmies,‘foe portion to that tonnage, a larger number 
wTSfii critiialp ihi^nmt td* the labcw of seamen: tl^p oi^cial value of {{er jjxportstp. 
that descrifitioix of her inhabidUite which the eultmies was upwaVds of '^7jjjQ0,0QP 
settle foexd ; they would go^to foreign ptHin- sterhogf of; imports, np^iards ^ 
tries, ratherthab notm at all.*' Now, if a 47 ,o£k), 000 sterling*: a^ the, relative iof- 
inmmittee of polUid5‘ eceoomista wem to {tortanah* wf* foesg impovts in*h^ forego 
sit, and to endwnroor to torti to the best^ac- tnidoe^was even gstsW then marmnnsd^T(>r 
uoonttlio oonneotiom with sufo emig^wsts/ .-UappmUKh |ilut stMtcoosumod at Ifoiao. a 
voold d not spy, " Ito uot lei ue lose wfo,* ^mncMuuOier pooportioq of her oplonfiil pro- 
wberever you 09myiiW'ihi0 99JmwJ4»oe,‘%^ and by it alone, she 

senduayousprqduee, toasit'cM your | imudd 9 fieremde with all tbp 

snies j do not» to a. cotolgaat wliem we orerld to a fovomblemsult. OftKJmilUons * 
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tl0^,'d5«>^lhont wu ift tk^osial pro^ttcejMiii‘^hrttb^ and topplyinff the plantations/ 
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MA of mtlhons^|^!^iires» the value of 
her export# to idj and 

isontinental Ammca, was ip 

^lonial prodncfi^ Xb^te )>articnlars ate 
■aotfeiaQ^o ahewfhe'gimnfif oiH^ch that 
eXioiD i^Trench pQl^'lia4l>dm built^ that 
tier maritime .^d cotipmerctd proipeHty 
weteeh'ieflf dep^ant on her West India 
ccdonidpt—He bed heard and rpad iofne ge¬ 
neral ofc^ections 9 ar colonial establish* 
mentis which he Vould ve^ brlafly notice, 
^erf had been said to dbcasion tr% to promote 
warw This he thought was a most iWound- 


edobjectthn; and he could-not trace any 
thing in history tooonnrm it. The colonies 
had often been the victims^ never the cause 
<tf wan; they birame objects of cupidity to 
belligerent nowers, \ut that only provc^ 
fbeir generS vlloe fod e^imation. The 
epidemics which had of*late provedr fatal to 
Enrop^ns in those climates, had also been 
sd{ed|ed. He remecnbmed when the West 
India climate was considered as healthy as 
any otbdr in the same latitude. He believeil 
the exis ting fever was an imported ma- 
'WJ^^Bothere was a prevailing dpintoi^, 
that another evU to which those uimates 
were subject, a visitation of which they had 
not, bowe^e^, lately experienced, that of a 
violent commotion of the elemeftts, n^ight, 
by its* occa^'t^mai recurrence, remler the air 
purer and more healthful. The capital em- \ 


Cai 

dib idands conbeim^ in foretrn traffic, or 


who grew rich by their commerce, and who 
had not been deterred from embatiting 
thbir .tfccumalations in the e^cnltural ad- 
venture^ of that country which had enridsed 
Lthem. If, dien. for mlny years past, the 
sdbeessive admiimtratjpns of this country had 
appeared to regsAwim coolness and'indiffe- 
itmce the coloniOs,*and to adopt measum 
which rather tlfdfcated a jea]ousy«of, than a 
wish to *promote^beir welfare} if, in the 
publications of the present day, coming from 
respectable quarters, thqpe appeared an anx¬ 
iety to (hminish their iro^rlance in the 
public estimation, to what were such senti¬ 
ments to be imputed ? Was it because these 
establishments were^Bo intimatsW conOected 
with us, fha(. whether the col^ists the m- 
^Ives grew rich or not, the whole preffti^ 
of their labours was sure to be ours^ Was 
i^ because they were so jpoprely Cur own 
' out of fhe reac^^^^mr inveterate ene- 




anp _ 

mK.^at they were the objects of his envy, 
piccisely in the proportion in which they 
were not the victims of his power ?—that 
they did notnequire bullion from ns, but 
sent it^o us in return for our manufactures ? 
—that they neither built ships, nor made for 
themselves whatever we could make, but 
were employed introducing what we could 
ueiiber prod uce nor do w'^hout, and what 
was an impoSfifff*addition to our means of 
commanding foreign trade, and of attracting 


barked in ihese establishments find been | foreign capital?—that they did not require 


stated to be improiidcntly withdrawn from 
other safer, and more profitable adventures ; 
but it was xey little known or considered 
'/hat not only the amount c^^tbe capital Aow 
^mbaikifd* »he colon'es, but also a large 
bala ni»e pf profit b »d been accunmiijted in 
bratiChes of that commerce, fltkl 


for their defence large armies ebneentr^ in 
one spot, and whseb, from their magnitude 
aiillisiittr distance from the metropolis, be¬ 
came in themselves, matter of reasonable 
jealousy to the moth^ country?—or 
that the long intcicoune we had enjoyed 
with our . ‘ ' ... I 


was the g4m of the eftother country resulting i nics w 


#rom her long aoi-ount with those establish- 
mem. Unquestionably, of the money now 
Jenit to dbe colorfies. a considerabje part 
^tght have.bcen sparedifrom other pursuits: 
^ll^there had also been, on the other baud, 

. i^rg^ suqis j£roro t^me to tim^ %vithdraw*n 
from comiiiprce. atid embaAed in 

the agri^tural and funded securities^ the 
ibocber epuptry: and Upon the ^hole he 
maM B CTsua dhd. from ^p^tHfenffye and long^ 
the ‘ trade, ttbat the balance re* 
aolunsf from thqfbonne'Hion was very gmiftly 


ur corwtantly^tachcd and loyal colo- 
as grou^ insip^ by it.s harmony, and 
that, as in the case of married couples who 
^ved loo much together, something like the 
f amantium trie were wanting to strmulate re¬ 
gard, and re||ini^ muvribl atfection ? If this 
were the case, we were qn ly 

a moral or philosopfflffS^fftpBfffReiit u^n 
thb passiofts of the colonists, it would be 
wefl if wc were careful not to tickle ftem 
into a frenzy, or, what perhaps was more 
to be apprehended, piSch them to death.— 
He should notitb very briefly the colonial 
system, which was one of mutual monopoly; 


in fiivour of ^tbe metther country. It was ta tlfd^iotfaer country retaining to her own use 

he notic^-'^tha t th^ ** '■M till AeaAMt.«1 fItAii* 


ittpq y****^***pri in all essential respects, thcii; 

not tbe^only fffOfff br"fl?Kcdlo65et8^^at' tradefr nayigsriun, and supply, and affording 
>j|{l$era wer.e^merchants and others them and to ^Ir produce, an exclusive 
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dr marked preference at her markets; •’Ito tWrepo^rs of,tbe^^. were those dehver^ 
lyatem appeared to of old date with ^eat' Jbfjr Mr. Fox. - T^ petition 'of th|jiV6*^ ^ 
niaritinie powers ; sdtnetbiog like it might iipgra was reject^, the hom gave its 
|)e traced in respect to the colonies of Car- c^fiimatioD to tl^ ooctnnes l|e‘l»d ad- 
thage, of which evidence might be found in vanced. jpdtfhoisflaint Whtdii the refiners 
Polybius. Laws grounded upon it had pro- addressed to the publt^ oa that (and 

gressiveiy been enacted in this country^ in whieWat^e public became interested 
some under the Frotectoralik; hpt the sys- ties)/, was/uHSt the coloni^ bstfely and 
tern had taken a defifiitej^^lpe in the time^ scantily sttppliecT the home consuroptlen'of 
of Charles 1L» and waa admirably pointed* sugar, and furnished no materials fijr foreign 
out in the nreamble to the oelebrated act Jor trade, which it was alledced was tb& ndvafi* 


out in the preamble 


oelebrated act .for trade, which it was alledged waa tb^ndvafi* 
egulationsof trade tage to which this county ought to lock^ 
It preamble would lira colonig^ appear to*hVv« taken the Junftp 
elements of our and to have^ronted by thejpsson then given! 


be found to comprise lue ejements 01 our ana to nave^ronted ay tneypsson u 
entire colonial system, and indicated the them.,fp * . 

mutual monopoly; but, as was' eves the In 1761 the export of sugar to ai> 
case betwixt*a stronger and a weaker party, parts, excepting"Ireland^ was 
the compact ^ns less formalin the parts that equal to about.. lJJ/)95 


Cwt. 


the compact was less formal in the parts that 
bind the qpiher country than in those that 
hied the ^lonles: ne wouffi, howeverji 
statela the mouse, in this respect, the opi¬ 
nion oNu much-lamented statesman, Mr. 
Fox, who, in Tr»i, when the su^ar refines 
petitioned parliament !8%dmit foreign sugirs 
on certain terms, into British consum^ic|), 
and into use in the refineries, took the part 


1791. it was ..267,318^ 

1799 7Q3»<>98 

• 1799 it fell, in coiiSequAccVf . 
acts ^einaffer mentioned, to 237,003 
1602, after the repeal of those > 

acts, it was . . , 1,7^,2^ 

1805, in consequence of ob¬ 
structed exports, it was . . 560,290 


of the colonies, and spoke in tl^pse words:— Thus it appeared that the coloiyes had ac^ 
** Tlie noble lord (^auchgmp) hac^called complisked the ofiject which tite iiTifislif’ 
the non-importation of prize sugars a mere ptiblic demanded of them, and had not only* 
Custom-house regulation, and .therefore amply supplied dur own consumption, tut 
thought the rule might he easily dispensed furnished us with a large surplus lor our fo* 
with; but he must inform his {ordship, that reign trade# In 1791 an event happened, 
a compact more sdlemn act of par- whicH appeared to throwa mom^nUry gleam* 

liament could create made that rule not to over the foyunes of tne Briti.?]) colonies, \>ut 
be infringed, for we had monopolized the which, however, had, in reality, bethought, 
produce of our plantations by unnatural re- contributed to tocir distresses; the destruc- 
strictions on their trade, ^his was the only ^ion of St. Domingo caused a considerables 
country in Europe in which they weiy| par* advance in the prices of sugar, and other, 
milted, by our laws, to 'scll their crops, colqpial produce, and occasioned in tlua^ 
Surely then, bv evervl Drincinle of reason countrv much clamour amonff the^>ublic on- 


exclusive access to otfr markets, a monopoly anxiouk for new sources of supp^',,and tln> 
subsisting on one side rfjccssarily implying-a ^Easi Indies^iycre looked to; it wa^notcon- 
monopoly also on the other, 'fherewasnot 'sidcred that our East India 4 )ossessions are* 
any written agreement, ^but there was some- not colonics, nor subject to our coiuroUtf nd- 
thing mor&substantial ; there w'ns«nionopo-*i snbf^rvicnt to our view'S as sneh. Lord¬ 
ly against monopoly^ I'he West India plan- j MelvilW bad prunou^jd, in a leiier. to 
lers were confined in the j^e iff their com- Directors,* his opinion that they ne^* ' 
'modiiie.s to was confined could be considered as colonies, for the rea-^ 

to take their commodities from <hem and son th^j weamld not cornmandTlieif^exclaf 
thernonly. This tacit bargain was confirmed sive Uaile.* He dj^l not’mean to gi('e‘fnorp. 
not by words but b}' deeds; the planters on- imporiSnce to the cukivaiion of sugar ih’lii- 
jby certaiu privileges^ and/or those prhi- dia th.'in it d^r«i^ its consurapiiun in this, 
leges they gave something in return, an ample country appeared tt^b'e armoaliy-frohi. 54 to 
equivalent; so that there was ^uifJ pro t/un, (jO/XX)cwt., butltscrtnsumplion iaEftropc, 

which w'as allowed in the civil law to -———.—5-^-—^- ,—z 

formal n.ificatioD of any compact orjbar* *, * Letter of riglu non. H Dandas, x^. 
^in.’* He recollected the debate, any be- the Company,.- 

Ueved thtt the sentiments he had taken Trom I5th April, 1793. • ' • • 


> ^ * i 





»Ucii M £rstbeM fmeuMdMi! M«eiB> httiMi, tkMMwnr, did net Mop iMfbj tM 
aMt9«|s. WA9 siom^duiMp BKM,} i&d micMIiy ‘nf eokmlkl {mxidee H* oedf^ 

; tttoMtBption, b 0 (h -««« toMdl, Mgeeitcd t6 the British Miottcr^ 

MbeMf keoc <to> B exidMve deloiiM tMect tf makieg foreighen A 

Idw prices of eojoftial ^ ^ pMk of ^ hws^ dtx^ bn soger; It #eS 

|friocipte sibctli^Boft oelMiiat nystem, the said ttdft %e hud the trhole ttflonial trade 
oi( £aff In^a MW ^iMtnir boh- gitider «sr etMnttBed-rt^t feteSeneni most 
eAttpttod, on 4lie tentts it eow take their iDger%bm^s« and thi we might 

IttMS, o^dttttfbejostid^^ ana faeweidd therefbie a ^m^torthm of Mf 

tile, bti that sobjed, the opinien of a com- drawbacks aod boviaties bn the rMipbft 
htoeewf the Co^ c£ Birectori themselves. This expedienfWas'brooght f or w ard in 
. tetracted hrom a Report iffider date of was appAwed by ^hilismeot, add in chat yeat 
Bfatch 1002, and In whh^ itkta following 4s. were taken frt^ the drawback on the 
|*f >n a E^ oocnra It may became a qees- raw sugar, and ys, from the bounty on re- 
** tion hereafter, how tar the impbffltioti of fttred. Tlds he considered as a most tmpO- 
sugar ^tn fhe£ast, which leaves a loss litic tbeasure, a mere expedient of the mo* 

** to the importer, and the ftrst cost of ment to get over the (Acuities of the year; 
which » paid tar by silver from and he was sorry to say, that, the whole 
h efl c c, shall be encoura^ to the preju- course of hi| mercantile expeHdtice an d in* ^ 
** (bee of t^e '^est taidia stupir, the cost pf ^ercourse with ministers on carthnerciaMIV^ 

*f which is either by ,tne prcmrietbf in jects, he had too often found that th^ expert 
** ftie mother country,* or paid rer by the chent of the year was th^faief olfm, and 
** manutaetutes or stores exported from ttwt others* pedny;^ eventually mote im* 

^ hJitid; for «ilver«U wften r^&ehred ftom pfrt^nt, must give way to that. Likegtaedy 
** the i^ttds, bat seldom sent thither, Ihe and improvident farmers, it was the yeafS 
^ bflftance of nde is, as it ahvays must be crop we looked to, one white crop perhaps 
W ilL^htu^ in tavMr e{ India; H is there- after anothen and stimulated most likely by 
fore highly important to proM the quesr alkalis^ and tarArs of all sorts; rCganllets 
I ** tioU, which relates to t^e cultivation and whether we were or were not tracing the 
^ imputation of such an article as sugar soil to a caput mottuum: but let the soil be 
** ftoiA the East, to the bottom. The value once reduced to aVapaf mortuum, and then 
^ of oineiy rupee invested in sugfr, and im- neither tfae^ grtner ner thqfioancier wifi find 
V pohed from fhe Cast, if an additional ru- their crops wlUk. br thresh out well.—>In 
pee to the balance trade wgainst the 1799 $ this pernicious measure received new 
** mother cotintry. Some able and well- force, by a further redaction of the draw- 
^ intentioned persons have made It a ques-, backs and bounties, on the same alledged 
** tioDj whether sugar may not be supplied principle as before^ but the delusion did not 
^^from India to •almost an indefinite lalbhiiig; for in that year, a Report from 
/** tt no u n^; bat tb^ are npt aware thaPthe the West India mer^ants was made to the 
anecess, or, in other words, the benefit 'Chancellor of the ^chequer, afibrding^he 
of India, in this initance, wonld.prove most irrefragable eytaeqee that Great Brmin 
% tb6'*dest^tion of the mother country, did not in fact comti^na the colonial trade, 
whichsteold not dkist under fbe immense or the siipp])aof Europe with colonial pro- 
^ drain of buHtoh tiult most tallow. If the dUce: that report states that there entered 
" Skst 'Was in the same predicament ^ith #t the port of Hamburgh, between the 8th 
** the West India, when the Gost,of*tbe March and lOUi Sept. 1799 , chiefly laded 
^kwOffx was ^ther spent In Great Britain with sugar atyl C^ee—>^46 ships from Ame- 
^Ngnd Ireland, or paid for in numutactures rica, 3 from theX ^yanna b, 7 fff’Ri ibe £ast^ 
> nnd ataresr it wpuld be conaiftent with Indies, with sugai?" J 8 '^ortPthe neutral 
** tbe Mondest principles of political^arlth- West Indies, dfi from Lisbon and Oporto; 
***fnqtio 10 encoara|^ the importatipfi by in all 230; and that, frem all the British 
** every posttbie means.** The boqse would ; ports, there had only arrived, in that time, 
dygm^^at’ this was nob the epinion of a 211 ^rps, of a*smdltonnage, and not eti- 
eboMBhetee df West In^ planters and mer- tlrely laden with colonial produce. This 
ciiaiktt,*TAt waf signed with the Respectable ; representation, of the tacts to which it re¬ 
names of ibe JEast India directors, C. Mills,* laffiL and the e^dent decline of our export 
Roberts,' >. Batl ag^J^ i dta t a ^ q U et, Hr b'f wohial produce, caused the restoration 
Itiglia, ^ CottefiTA.'RObSrtai ^u £. Parry, of drawbars and bounties to their old 
Tm evil atipnding the St. Domingq ,feyo- ata&davd; but the Channel of trade had 
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taken a new coarse, and a very material sti¬ 
mulus had been given to the cukivatien of 
the Spanish and other rival colonies.—The 
on sugar had been increas^ at different 
times from 3s. ffd., at which it sftwd about 
ffO years ago, to its present rate of 27 s. per 
cwt., with a further provisional tax hanging^j 
jover it of 3s. per cwt. WBen the duty was i 
only 3s. 6d., a writer T>f of Massy ^ 

had computed, that iQp. per cwt. was an 
ample price for sugar at thik market, and 

r aid the planter a fair retugn upon hts capital. 

mention this, said Mr. H., for the purpose 
of shewinghoweiToneously we judge, when 
we see a rapid and‘astonishing itdvanoa in 
the price of articles, and infer that the pro¬ 
ducer of them is growing rich in proportion 
to that advance ; for it now stood upon most 
respectable evidence, Jn a report upon the 
of the house (tlie Report of the Sugaz^ 
Distillery Committee), that when the con¬ 
sumer oMiugar paid for it 63s, per cwt., not 
one shilling of iBtit amount wont into i]h 
pockets of the growerwas in fact thus 
applied— * * 

s. d. 

To the revenue for duty - 27 O 

7'o the ship owner for freight - - 40 0 
To the underwriters for insurance ? 3.6 
To the docks, public offices, and to' 
merchants and brokers for com- • 

mission. .,..3,0 

To the manufactuftrs for go''*A^ent 
out, and to the curers of dsb, pro¬ 
visions, &c.13 0 

To the island revenues for taxes, and 
to white servants, medical assist¬ 
ance, and other contingencies there ^ 

(over and above the produce of 
ru^) 3 0 

Tw^rlmerica, for Inmbe- and provi¬ 
sions from the Uftitevf States, or 
from the norUierp Hrj^sh ci^oiiies 3 6 | 


63 O 

so that, with the exception oJa pittance than 
went to Amesipa lbii*gr*iclc.« of the first ne¬ 
cessity, the whole ca^ie’^irec^ly into the 

{ >ocketsof v.'frious'^pscvJptions of British sub- 
ects, and circulate in every possible chan¬ 
nel that could interest the capitalist, the ma¬ 
nufacturer, and the landholder.—He was 
ready to acknowledge that.the magnitude 
and amount of the duty on 4he British con- 
aumption of sugar was a matter that could 
not be oppressive on the colonies, so long^as 
a market, at a fair price, was found for Vieir 
jM^uce, so long as Us cunsnmption at ^ome 
was not impededi and that for its surplus, by 
VoL. 1 %, 


the ud of just ^wbacks and bounties, a fo¬ 
reign vent was obtained; but it nfr^be evi¬ 
dent, that, in the failure of anch export, and 
in cafe a large an^ unnspal quantity were 
thrown and forced upon the home consump¬ 
tion, the duty must, in fedi case*,* fall upon 
the gro^tT,. since the price he^o^urt be 
that reduced ^ric^ at which be could tem^ 
an extra consumption of the article at home, 
even if it were by making it the food of cat^ 
tie; that in 1803, a war duty of ds.Vas ad¬ 
ded on this' article, apd 'the planters were 
assured that it must frill on the consumers, 
as the expost trade would leon be freed from 
impedU^nts. It happened, however, nhat 
the whole of that duty, aggravated by addi¬ 
tional charges, originating in the renewal of 
war, did frll upon the growers. In fact, the 
duty must eversdo so,^unless a fair pfice at 
the foreign market for the surplus produce 
be obtained.—^T^at th% result was this: it 
had been held in thdt house, that a British 
sulject, having embarked his property in a' 
manufacture at honfa, attended with labour 
and risk, had a right to expect 10 per cent, 
as a fair return upon his capital, lie colo¬ 
nist, who manufactures sugar>,jn di|Unt ■ 
islands, fs surely entitled to at least as much; 
yet 10 per cent, upon a colonial capital, eqi* 
barked in a sugar*plantation, he was ready to 
prove, would require 25s. to 308. per cwt. 
free from Jll charges whatsoever, upon the 
sugar produced. Nqjv, khat had been, .fot 
many years, past, the situation of the West 
India planter ? 

In 1786 and 1797 # he got about Ips 6d. pier 

cwt. free from charges. 

1799 1800, abouti . . . 10s. 

1803, before the new tax, about 18s. Gd^. 
after the new tax • ^ ! I2s. 

1805 .. ^ 4 • J2s. 

.I 8 O 6 .- . 8 i 6 thing^ 

Jot the greater part of ffie crop.of^606 bad. 
sold for about 35s. 6 d. per cwt. ex diitr« 
when 36 s. ex duty has been proved to be*tho 
cost'of producing it.-^This he considered 
was a else demanding the consideration qC 
parliament i for he could produce high 
thority* for^ the maxim^- that ^ben a dwa* > 
of industrious cultivators are laboqj;ing ai 
prices inadequate lo their support, the sutes#* 
man odght to consider it bettey that they* 
should be^relieved, god the burthen wstained* 
by the wjiole community, aban that it should 
fall upon and crush that smgle dess.'—Ho 
might be hsked, what qan parliament do t 

* Sir J.'Sttw^'s P^itical lIcoQo^y, xoL. 
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Had the^ not lately passed B bill for the relief detrimental interference with the .colonial 
of the n^ade ? They had indeed passed $ome system, the value of which he was not dts- 
TCgulatioBs tending to encourage an «export, posed in general to contest, or unnecessarily 
but, alas, the daor of export was not open! to interfere with its restrictions. But there 
—l^e considered that there were various was another subject on which he was very 
means o/relief possh)le and prac^(;able; and little inclined to dwel^ as he knew that it 
•although obstacles in respect to each present- stood coi^necfasd with many great and im- 
ed themselvbs, those obstacles *ought to be portant inter^s^ ytt the welfare and sup- 
considered in‘relation to the object to be purt of tlie Solonies was unquestionably one 
obtained. A small and inconsiderable ob- of those interq^ts,* and it might be right for 
ject aeservedto.be set aside by almost any the conamittec W> enquire how far thcwel- 
serious obstacles; 'btit the obsLade might be fare and very existence of onr own colonies 
great and weighty, aad yet the *)bject might were endangered by the consideration which 
be much more so. He thoiS^lij^at when w-c persist in paying to.the claims of neutrals, 
the dist/ess of this trade came to be consi- in forbearing to impede, as in time of war 
dered with attention, and the consequences we might, the transit of our^enemy’s colo- 
that might result from that distress traced nial produce to the European markets, un- 
into nil the channels which it was likely to der all the advantage and security of the 
reacn, parliament would 6e of opinion tha^ neutral thus faking away the iqjluce-* 
it deserved to be relieved even at some risk, ment which the enemy might have to except 
and at the expense of some sacrifices; but he cdonial produce from the rigoiir^f his ge- 
would slightly consider the severaf means of meral exqjusion of our gotrfmerce. Certain 
relief which the petition itself suggested.— newas, tJiatnone^ the neutrals, not Ame- 
In respect to the preset duty levied on su- pier, hcrfsclf, could have one interest more 
gar, it was evident that relief might be grant- dear and valuable than that of preventing 
ed in that respect, even W'itbout any sacri- Great Britain from sinking in a contest, in 
fue of revenue, should a forced and extra- whi^h she was the bulwark of all (hat re- 
ordinary consumption take place in coBse- mained of independence in the civilized 
quence of the export bcieg stopped. If we world; and in which she must certainly sink, 
consumed an additional million of cwts. (one if she be not enabled to avail herself of her 
t’lird of our whole import), wl^ich we usual- worfted resouices, arising from the industry 
ly exported, we ^iglit evidently abate one of her sut^^sjn evcryqiart of her extended 
third of the*duty, and yet not be losers; empire.—For these reasons he trusted (hat 
but, even were a greater reduJfion demand- there would be no objection to his motirm. 
cd from us, it would be more prudent to The noble lord who now conducted the fi- 
aupport the grower of that which gave the nance department (lord H. Petty) had ex¬ 
duty, than to levy the tax rigorously to his j^cssed his approbation of the measure; that 
'ruin.—An extra* consumption at home in lord had been educated in sound prin- 

the distilleries or brewertes might seem to ciples of political science, and he trusted 
be now out of the question, since (he report that while he collated the stream o^^'iblic 
, of tfift committee on the subject*: the com- prosperity, he w'0uld,not neglect its source, 
mitte#, however, had only determined upon —The hon. gent, ilicn moved, "That the 
the prAent inexpediency of that measure, petition of tthc \¥est India planters, mer- 
and had even*recommended that steps should chants, and others, be referred to a select 
be* taken for .obviating any obstrupiion* committee of ihi^. house to consider tfie 
which exist to its future adoption, in case it same, and to^report, ftoin time to time, to 
^^hould become necefcary; and the growers the house,^heir opiflfons and observations 
■grain need not be jealous of such an in- thereon." ^ ^ 

•. terference'-with them, since, were it judged Mr. Jacob begged to enter his protest 

* propmao permit a-free export pf ^rain to against the statement of the hon. gent, that 
«*th& We^t Indies, more would be so^.\ported either the present ^dmiaistratiou, or the one 

than the distilleries now took ofl^ and with that preceded it, or ^that of lord Sidiriouth, 

* additional advantage* fb ^he •islands.—The had been either coo] or indifierent respecting 
j^irqjission to Ameri<!& to take aiTgar and the interests of the colonies. The American' 
coffee iA return for the lumber ayd provisions mtercour.se hill of last session shewed the 
she supplied, had been granted formerly, ffttention of the present ministers to the W'ants 

*. and might be granted ag|m'j.^eiriier expcA*!- and accommodation of the colonies. , 

* mentiVly, and as a tempofary relief, or un- Mr. ilore felt himself called upon by the 
d^r certain permanent limits, wi^tout a(iy allusion to (iie American intercourse bill, to 
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itatCj that he still considered it as an inju- present administration for not having assisted 
rious measure. If not for that, tte whole the continent, he would hardlv have abstain- 
shippiiig trading to the colonies would, in. a ed from making a single, excrtibil fo db-ope- 
yoar or two, be in the hands of this country, rate* w^th our allies, or to prevent ihe French 
Not more than one sixth of tlie manufactures from cariydng their Iroops from the Coast to 
exported from this country was sent to Spa- the Vistula. Nothing had Ijeen done, with 
nish America. the exception of that Enormous *8ubsid;M>f 

. Lord Temple defended thg American in- j•^^,^80,000 to Prussia, for which his maje% 
tercourse bill from the statement df the right ty’s ministea's had %ven thought necessary to 
hon. gent,, who bad gone* s(J^ much out of apologise. Fifteen or twenty thousand men 
his way to repeat his fc^mer^pinion upon had been sent on distant foreign ser\'ice, and 
that measure. He should be happy tp meet by that mean.s tlie home defence ha3' been 
that hon. gent, on the subyfict, and was con- much weakened. The volLyiteers also, that 
iident he could prove that the measure was right arm iK the public force, had been wi- 
highiy beneficial to the colonies. The only thered un^r^hc right hon. *genfs superin- 
dimculty that had arisen respecting it, was, tendance j and with icspect to the'JTrain'ing 
that the colonies did not think it went far bill, which was to bear downfall before it, 
enough, and expected more than his majes- from the day that that bill had passed, nothing 
ty*s ministers would or coiild concede. had been done, but making out the lists and 

Mr. /i^z'M^/orce was ^lappy th»t this ques- apportionments, •thongU a whole twelve- 
tionliad beei;^ brought under considcratiou nicaith had elapsed. Ry: all tins* deduclion 
before ihepassing of the SlaveTnide Abolition from the home defence, we might be conso* 
bill, becaule the distress complained of in theJ led, if tRe body of tho force detached 
petition could not be imputed to tha*t measure/ abroad had been sent on objects of real Jin- 
He had long regretted the extraordinary jnl | portance ; but here tSe rijht hon. gent, was 
creEseofcapiUlemployedinprocuringcoIonial equally unfortunate. At that mgment, 
produce} but certainly should not object to 20,000 men, the flower of the British army, 
any just consideration for the distresses com- w'cre locked up in Sicily, remote fram every 
plained of.—^The petition wa^then referred thing ihal'it was the interest of the country 
to a select committee. • to endeavour to acquire. The conduct of 

[Mutiny Bill.] Mr. Hobhouse brought his majesty’s mini.siers, w'ith regard lo South 
up the report of the committee on* the America, had been equally vacillating, and 
mutiny bill. A desultory mnvj^wirlion en- equally .unwise j not a stco had been taken 
sued on the various clauses^ iri*^^'hich Mr. by them till the negoliatioival Paris had ter- • 
Bastard, the Secretary at War, Mr. Wind- minated. 'Rie noble lord animadverted 


ham, colonel Wood, Mr. Yorke, Mr. Can- with severity on the expedition under colo- 
ning, and sir John Doyle participated. All npl Craufurd, of who.se destination, he be- 
the clauses were eventually agreed to.—Oi^Jieved ministers themselves had no clear con- 
the Speaker’s inquif)', w'helher any aracj^I^ception. With regard to* Uie modification* • 
menls were proposed to be made in the body whicif he meant lo propose, it wjs clear • 
af t^e,Wll, that hon. gent, could mot allege < 

Lord Castlereagh jo.se.^ He considered that his m^isure had hecn adequate to the ^ 
ihe system of the right Jion. secretaiy for immediate necessities of the coui^r}*; and 
the war department as t90 conijilicated to if not so, it wftuld be less adt^iate to . 

jff’ect its own purpose. In the papers on the the waste xvhich his system contained within 
able was a case w’hich* satisfied his own itselfj^ a xvaste, doubling the usual casualties 
nind that that systefli was Wliully inade- of the aryiy. The modifications he propo- 
juate to maintain * Wie necesstyy present sed would not, however, prevent the con^im 
bree, and wps calculated to involve the tinuation of the right hon. gent's experi^v^' 


country in future hazard, unless some mo- 
lification of it, such as that whicFi it was 
lis intention to propose, should be adopted 
yy parliament. He contended, that sitice 
he defence of the counfry hac^bcen entrust- 
?d to the right hon. gent., it Ifad been ma- 
erially deteriorated. Indeed, the right lion, 
jent. seemed to admit that the home defene i 
■vas inad^uate to its object j for otherwi-i 
ifter having blamed the predecessors of*<hc 


menl j it w'ent merely lo, allow.'thqse re* • 
emits wiTo wished to do so, to enlist fpc lifr • 
instead*c^ .'riimited-period, thus couiitergct*-^ 
ing the dangerous eftects of the existing sys¬ 
tem. The dogumftnte iju the table proved, • 
that up tftahe first of •January last, the light 
lion, gent's ^ plan bad ‘not produced more 
tlun was formerly provlucei by the Ordinary 
recruiting.. Since that period, he >fras hap* • 
py to fiiul, tliaT Uie number raised wjis in- . 
H 2 
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cnaung, but tbU was owing to circumstan¬ 
ces applicable to any system, and above all, 
to the notice given to officers of second bat¬ 
talions, thA unless a certain number of men 
were raised witbfn a liffiited period, those. 
battaIions«would reduced. He compared 


ertions. The noble lord complained, that 
his (Mr W's) bill had not done what - it ne« 
ver professed to do, namely, in seven months 
to cause an immense increase in the army* 
A measufe intended to produce a regular, 
permanent, and increasing supply, was in- 


theTight hon. gent's system with the Addi* Lcapable of making a great and sudden acces- 


tibnal ITefeftce act, and ^flving argued at 
considerable letigth, iq deprecatfon of the J 
one, and in defence of the other, concluded 
by moping, as a proviso to that clause of the 
bill which related* to^ the administration of 
oaths to recruits,' t!ia*t if any re^iit should 
declare before 9 . magistrate hii^ intention of 
enlisting, .but not for a limited tiall 9 » on re- 
ficiving sftch bounty as his majesty should 
think proper 'to oner, it should be lawful 
for the magistrate to take his oath for such 
extended service. « 

Mr. Setrretary Wth^ham said, he was glad 
to find that* tbd noble lord, though not uni¬ 
formly, had allowed that ins plaRthad sue- 

* ceeded. The fact was, that the recruiting 
had increased, and^tbeslesertions had dimi¬ 
nished. The general force of the country 
bad been augmented, and as to the home 
defence, unless the enemy w*cre to meet 

“w’ilh grea'ter successes fhan those of which 
w*e were at present apprised, it w'uuld *be 
tome time before any tfemendous danger 
could be apprehended. The noble lord had 
been perfectly safe in his obserw.tions on the 
expedition ynder ^.olojnel Craufurd, because 

* he knew that Tt was unfit at present to di¬ 
vulge the object of that expedition. 

•' But,” says the noble lord, '* why not 
" harass the enenay in some other place 

.Would not this reduce the home defence of 
which the noble lord was so tenacious } As 

* to activHy, an injudiciotis and imprudent 

* activity \va4 more dangerous than,indulenCe; 
^ibr in piilitary subjects he could n 6 t agree 

w'ifh the French proverb, whiyh said, in Uie 
' idiom ot tha^ language, *' Jt is better to do 
ntghings than nothing." The noble lord 
cried out for expeditions. What sort of] 
precedents of expeditions had the* adrainis- 
dration, of which the noble lord had formed 
^ # part, afiprded ? Had not the noble lord, 

* by sending^out bi^ expeditions^ coni^ived to 

* drovclf %great many*men in the English chan- 
■*nel; and to wreck a ^reat many ofliers on 

the encmyH coasts } As jto the *diminution 
in the cneigy of the* volunteers, their zeal 
and activity had been c^ed forth by the dan¬ 
ger of tips country; should the country again 
^ be in danger, be nad no doubt that tliat z^l 
' and activity would again ,he displayed, but 
at present there was no motive for their .ex- 


sion. He,combated the comparison which 
the noble lord^^l instituted, between the 
present military sy^em and the defence bill 
of' the last administration, and contended, 
■in contrSdiction the noble lord, that the 
superiority was gfeatly on the side of the 
former. He shewed, from a comparison of 
the returns, that the pfoduce of the regular 
recruiting, under the former system, was to 
the present only in the proportion of 214 
men a week to 50^. The desertions were 
under the former ^stem > in the last six 
^ months of the year 1805, as'J to isy-^in 
the last six monffis of ] 8 O 6 , tile pro]}ortion 
was as 1 to 26 s. The improvement in both 
these greaP points continued to increase to 
me present hour ; ?nd in proportion as the 
new measures began to be better understood, 
their operation would be more extensive. 
Their inftuence was founded on the fixed 
principles of hs'.man nature. It was not by 
affording the present means of debauchery 
that he sought to fill the army, but by hold¬ 
ing Qut prospective rewards, to W'hicbit was 
desirable th^t the minds of the people should 
be fixed <!ieiefore, the amendment of 
tlie noble lord was to be deprecated, as going 
to undermine and uuseitle the root they had 
already taken. 

Mr. Aose stateiJ, that calculating the ex- 
of recruiting parties, coupled with 
the bounty of I8l. it made every man 
cost the covintry 38l. by the time ihc^' ioir- 
ed. Calculating the increased expense o1 
Chelsea, the exi>cnse^yas not leas than 65). 
a man. T{,e expose of Chelsea, on the 
present system, would amount, in time pi 
peace, to between 700 , 0001 . and l,000,000l. 
a year. • 

Colonel Shipley, fv>m his experience in 
his own re^ment, assured the house that re¬ 
cruits were obLained in greater nuhnbers and 
of better quality; not the debauched out¬ 
casts of the manufacturing towns, but the 
sons of the yeomanry, sent by their fathen 
to devote a pact of their youth to the promo¬ 
tion of the glory of their country, in a wai 
which was maintained for the preservatioc 
|n^ the riglits of mankind. 

Colonel Barry bore testimony to the samt 
satisfactory operation of the new meastiStei 
with respect to his own regiment. 
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Sir James Pulteney repeated his former | sertions.. He wat surcj that however cold 
arguments against discharging men in the | calculation might anticipate the pcfcibiUty 
middle of a war. Great mischief would I of (be^return of a large' number of men at 
arise from that principle in the colopies, and the ex*piration of tl^^r penods, feaving our 
with all our naval superiority, it would be colonial service in a circumstance of great 
found extremely difficult to transport the I exigency, there woulcUalways bet foubd^ in 
men backwards ancPforward^ as often as it i the bosoffiof British soldiers a ^ir^t which 
t^ould be necessary; thought it unfair to 1 would nev^r permit them to return to thcAr 
institute a comparison betweca the ordinary Lhomes while the service of their country re* 
recruiting now, and wh^ it was while the j quired their service abroad. He cited the 
Additional ^orce act subsKt^, It wodld instance of a Scotch regiment nnder MYrquit 
appear, on examination^ iiat as great a pro- Cornwallis, In India, which, though its pe- 
portion of recruits deserted now as under riod of sewice had expired, volunteered for 
die former system. Ian expediUfn then fitting*-out, with the 

Sir John Doyle rose, amidst a very gene- exceptiiff? of two men, who afterwards 
ral call for Jhe question. If he had not came back, and begged to be received, but 
been warned to be brief by the lateness oft whom the regiment, with a* becoming et- , 
the hour, he should not be so stupid as not prit de corps, refused to receive. He also 
to take the hint gentleaien werg so kind as I cited the instanoe of th^ new regimeifts rai* 
to give him. (a laugh). He was againsH sq^l for service, limited in pgint.of space m 
the amendment, as it went to mix limited well as of time, .that volunteered to accom* 
and unlimited service. The very objection pany sir * Ralph Abercrombie in his expo* 
the gentlemen opposite urged forme^ dition to Egypt, and argued for unlimited 
against bis right hou. friend's plan wa 5 ,,tllit service both in tim^ and space, in order to 
it would have this effect; and yet tliey now have their offers accepted. He saw all this* 
brought forward as an amendment a princi- and felt and marked it as a proof of nation* 
pie which would have the same«ffect perma- al honour, which ^ould never admit a Bri* 
nently, and in a much greater degree". His tj^h soliHer to avail himself of the expiration 
right hon. friend's plan had been stigmatized of his period of ^service, in order to retire, •* 
as visionary, tlieoretic, and quixotic. Its when his country should be in want of hia 
theory was, th.it by accotiRodating the service arm, but on the contrary would prompt him 
to the feelings aiu^ principles na- to renew lAs engagement and to per^vefe 

ture, more men would M^obikMied, and of till the danger was dissqtate^. • Having, set 
abetter quality. The theory of the noble I out with the intention to be.brief, and ha* 
lord was, that by making the situation of ving received frequent hints from gentlemen 
the soldier worse, and binding him to it for L to that effect he would now sit down; for, 
life, he would enter into it mure readily f though he had something more to say, hn 
and remain in it more contented. Th'^.^^i- thought he could not leavv; the house under 
ment he had the honour to command had a better impressipn than what bq bad jusb 
beenstwice tilled up so as to exceed its com- I S|iid was calculated to produce. • • 

iffiment under the uresent plan, though it Mr, Perceval tli&nked the hon.* gener^ 
hadat one timesenr 2 ^ men, aud at ano- for his statement. Though not intended for 
ther 2 U 0 to the first battaliom There was. that purpose,, it fully ebrroboratem many of 
a physical as well as a moral improvement in the predictions made by Himself and hia 
the quality of the recruits, (Here ther^ friends respecting the consequences of the 
was a general coughing wlxch was stopped mifitni;/plan introduced hy the right hon. . 
by aery of order !)‘The hon.Jiart. said, he secretary. Frequently had he adverted 
was happy Jto find that the coughing did not the inconveniencies and difficulties that mvTst 
proceed from any indisposition in the health arise from that plan to the colOnia) service* 
of the house, though it might ifom an ia- from the discharge of men in time, of war, 
disposition to lipar him (a laugh). “The &c.*; but it would seem that men noy 
me^isure produced 6 CX> men a week since Ja- crowdec^so thick td fill up thy ranks, that 
auaiy, which wa^ in the proportion of all these incotiveniences and difficulties 
26,000 a year. If this metsure was vision- would vanish befove the magic operation of 
ary and quixotic, he wished we had more the new system. Tet hd could not help 
of such quixotism. The physical super'dri- wishing tliat the effects of tliis^stonishing| 
ty of the recruits now detained was evinced •hill might be compared willi thb^e not oh* 
*by the small proportion rejected ; their mo- ly of tho* r^ruHing, but also of \iit parish 
rai superiority by the reduced number of de- bill. , It would then be seen (aqd. he ^uld' 
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prove it even from the papers on the table) 
that the two months, namely February and 
Marchfbf the year .1805, exceeded the re¬ 
turns of thp two favourite months, se^ forth 
as so productive, tUnder ^he influence of the 
new system. Even in the last stage of its 
exifctencel Mhe pari^i bill produced 1265 
men, a grea^r number than.was now obtain¬ 
ed from the full vigour of ^lis new plan. As 
to the volunteer*, that system was acknow¬ 
ledge^ to be at an end ; for the danger of 
jnvasiofl was said to be over, and that alone 
kept tliem togeth^jr,- tit would therefore ap¬ 
pear, even from the cojifession the right 
hon. gent, that those *' deposifti/'W of pa- 
•* nic'* o^fly came forward in the nour of 
danger; that when danger shewed itself, 

, then it is they flock to their standards. The 
hon. and learned gent, concluded by advert¬ 
ing to llie expedition in whidi a gallant colo¬ 
nel (Craiifucd) «had pcen engaged, who so 
frequently detained the aitentioii of the 
house by his obser\’ations upon military af¬ 
fairs.^ He trusted, that .to whatever part 
of the globe be wft destined, he carried 
with hipi the countenance of ministers. 
He hoped that his labours would be crowned 
gvith success, and that ive would not have 
to report his triumphs to ungrateful ma&- 
■ ters (hear 1 hear !). That, if he should be 
fortunate enough to secure for his country 
as great a conquest as the Ca^ of Good 
Hope, he would be at least entitled to the 
gratitude of this,hoiS4e, or be allowed to w'wr 
his hard-carsed. laurels, without obloquy and 
reproach (hear ! hear !) It was an awful 
prospect for the country, it was an awful les¬ 
ion for the naval and military geiUlemcn of 
the house, to reflect, that they w'cre to earn 
Cheir pro^ssional chauiccer and fame,* by 
«their service (Withiu these walls. (Loud crieiji 
^ heaf ! hear !) * * . 

Mr. IFiri^fiam begged Ic ask the learned 
gent, if hi wished m insinuate that the hon. 
colonel (Craufifrd) to whom he bad alluded, 
had Obtained his presentappuintment in con¬ 
sequence of any scrvic*es he was supppseJ to 
.te'e rendered government in that house ? 

disclaimed any such insinua- 
'tion, and observed, .that lie must have been 
wholly .misunderstood by the right honfgent. 
^•Mr, Fawkes begged to be allowed to/flake 
a singld obseryatiou. H& did uot pretend to 
know what was the destiaatlon pr the hon. 
colone[<io strangely alluded to; bub what¬ 
ever might be ^at destination, l^e trusted 
that should^hat huneurable officor disregard 
h)|i instructions, and divert to any other pur-^ 
pose the« force entrusted t<7%im,'but that 


which his orders pointed out, he would be 
brought to a court-martial, to have his con¬ 
duct cleared ; or otherwise, that he would 
have to relate his story to " ungrateful roas- 
" ters.’’, 

Mr. Perceval again rose to explain, and 
declared, that be was likewise misunderstood 
[•by the hon. gpnt. who spoke last.—The 
house then divided ondie amendment. For 
fit()0. Againsrit^79- Majoriiy against it 
11 ^. The bil^was fhen ordered to be en- 
grossed.-^The second reading of the Roman 
Catholics* Army Service bill was deferret^ 
till Tuesday next, after which the house ad¬ 
journed. 


HOUSE OF LORDS.* 

Friday, March 13. 

[Scotch Judicature Bill.] I.ord Gren- 
viUe moved Wie order bf the day for the se¬ 
cond reading of the Scotch Judicature bill. 
As on former occasions he had entered with 
some minuteness of detail into the nature 
on the circumstances, which called for that 
reguVition, and into the mode of carr^'ing 
it into effect, he should not now trouble 
their lordships with a repetition of what 
must be so Ijresent to their recollection ; 
but content himlelf with moving, that the 
bill be now read a second time. 

The Duke of Alontrose had several ob- 
jectiorfS to certain provisions of the bill, 
but-he slvJisd^oot enter into a statement of 
them at present, as \hcy wonld come more 
regularly before the house in another stage 
of the question. 

, The Marquis of j 4L ercorn was by no means 
a^re of the ex«int of the innovations 
the bill seemed to have in contem¬ 
plation, otherwise he would have entered 
his protest against it sooner. In many re¬ 
spects, more particularly in tlie creation of 
new places dcjienden/ upon the crown, it 
.went to infringe not only the spirit, but the 
letter of the act of union, 
p The Earl of Lauderdale differed wholly 
from the noble Aiarqois, knd pledged him¬ 
self, M'henevgr their lordships thought pro¬ 
per to enter upon the question, not only to 
convince the iiouse, but even that noble 
lord^ that in no instance whatever did the 
measure proposed go to violate the spirit, or 
infringe the act of union •, and that it did 
not provide for the creition of more places 
or otilces than elisted at that period, and 
subsequent to the time of the union between 
the two countries.—The bill was then read a 
second time, and ordered to be committed^ 
on Monday. 
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division into three chaipbers might alsq ^ 
productive of serious inconvenience^ a case^ 
for iqstance, decided by a majority of ten 
Judges to four, might, by. the operation of 
this bill, be again decided upon by four 
judges ip one of theift three cbalnbers,.ati(l 
these four mighyt happen to he /he«niinor^y 
on th^ former decision. TKe chamber 
review would, he thoughtj aho defeat the ob¬ 
ject sought to be attained, uaipely, tiie^moro 
speedy administration of. justice, b^ dgaia 
narrowing, tlie channel of, th^t administnr-' 
lion; and^he had little doubt that this new 
court o^^^ji^pea], if established, would soon 
be as liiuch overloaded with sppd^ls as*tHat 
house was at present. He thought it would 
be much more advisable to divide the court < 
of session into two chambers, consisting of 
eight judges, aifti sevens from each ofVhich 
three judges might de^ched intp t^e 
outer house, to«du the business there in a 
manner fnore complete than that now prac¬ 
tised. Thejudgcii might take it in roj^tion 
every year to go into tflfe outer house. If 
this mode was adopted, and the counts wero 
empowered to give [>ossession in consetjuence 
ofjudgqrent, and to order the payment of 
money, or to take good security in case of 
an appeal, and ajso, if in that house costs * 
were given on appeals to the extent of the 
expence actually incurred, together with 
damages f<jr any injury sustained, jhere 
would be no neccssily fdr ap hitermedi^tft 
court of appeal, and appeals to that house 
would become much less frequent. With 
j'cspect to the introduction of trial by jury, 
ho thought it an experiment replete with 
difiiculty, and one that o&ght not to be tried* 
wdtlh)ul the mc%t mature consideration, at* 
Icpst, the experiment ought to be confined, • 
in the, htst instance, to the city of Edin^ 
burgle In order, therefore, there 

-might be sirtll furfher*time giv^ for the, 
consideration of this very important part of 
the ^object, he moved an liibirurtioii tcAho 
committee to divide the bill into two or more 
bills, in order to keep that part of the bilh 
relating to thcjudicalurc, and that respect¬ 
ing trial by *jury, perfectly distinct.—This*' 
molioif was not put, the first quesliun.being 
on life,committal of tlic bill. 

Lord I^cdcidale dbnsidtrcd ^the. pteseht 
measure as s^breSlck nf tlic act of union, as,* 
if it whs carried inl« effect, the court of ses¬ 
sion woultL in fact, nq longer exist. 

. The Earl of Selkirk cemtended fhat it was 
pcrfcctly^consisteiu with the act of union tp 
make rcgul^io^ for the better adiyinistra- 

tionoHusticc in Scotland, and this, aicasure\ * 

* • • 
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HOUSE OP COMMONS. 

Friday, March 13. 

[Minutes.] Sir John Frederick obtained 
leave to bring in a bill for building a bridge 
over the Thames, Vauxhall, and for ma- 
Jring roads adjacent thercto^r-The names 
the defaulters on the Dublin Election ballot i 
were read over, and lord Bnfte was ordered^ 
to be taken into the cus^y rf)f the serjeant 
at arras.—Lord Howidt obsenjpd, that, 
when on the preceding evening he proposed 
that the second reading of the Roman Ca- 
tiiolic Army and Navy Service bill should 
take place on Tuesday next, he was not 
aware of ceitain circumstances which would 
render it inconvenient to many members to 
attend on that day : he ■ therefore moved, 
that the second reading should stand foi^ 
Thursday; which was ordered accordingly. 
—Mr. Gooch, from the select committee 
appointeS to try and determine the merits 
of the petition of Wm. Monand, esrj., 
complaining of an undue election and raturri 
for the borough of Taunton, informed the 
house, that the said committee liave deter¬ 
mined, that John Hammet, e^q. and Alex. 
Baring, esq., were duly elected ; and also, 
that the saidcommittee have determined, that 
the petition of the said W^. Morland, esq., 
did appear to the said committee to bci*frivo- 
Jous and vexatious*—On of the 

secretary at war, the Mutiny btll was read 
a third time, and passed.—Lord Henry Pet¬ 
ty brought in two bills. The one wa.s for 
charging 12.’0CX),0(X)1., part of the loan of the 
pre.sent year on the war tft<es, and for con^ 
tinuing a certain portion of the war taxes 
beyond the war, with a view to that object; 
the other was for tlie further regulation of 
the sinking fund, according to the new 
financial plan. Both die bills were read a 
hist time. • • 


HOUSE OP* LORDS. • 

Monday, Marcia \6. 

[Scotch Judicatukr Bilv] On the 
order of the day being read for going into a 
committee on the Scotch judicature bill. 

The Duke of Montrose expressed himself 
decidedly hostile to the measure in its pre¬ 
sent shape. He conceived the proposed di¬ 
vision of the court of sc^^iion into three 
chambers, with a superior ?ourt of appeal, 
to be an infraction of the articles of union, 
inasmuch as the court of session would thus 
po longer be the supreme court of Scotland, 
but would be rendered inferior to anotiier 
court, namely, the court of appeal. 'Ihe 



ml VAIL- DEI^ATESj sIIaiqi iS, IBOtjr-Seoti^ [u* 

liidiuf^iog naotp. He could not conceiT.t 
establishment of an Intiermediate 
cboft of appeal would tend to increase ap- 
Jieals, as cexpinrience in this county, with 
to the court of* exchequer d^ber> 
proved dyectly^hc r^'crse/ 

*Lord £ld<m was of opinion thaU the pro-^ 
posed diviti^ of the court of session into 
three chambeis was not dbnsistefit with the 
spirit of the act of union; he thought that 
ttucl^i done by the mode proposed 
1^ tliie noble duke, by establishing tuo 
'cumbers, whilst/ it the same time, the act 
of union woul^ot be infringg^ His lord¬ 
ship examined different provBitaftS of the 
bill, ans conteilded that they were extreme* 
ly defective with respect to the directions 
given for resorting to trials by jury, and ap* 
peered to have been fran^pd without a due 
consideration of tHb^nature of pleadii^s imi 
the court of sAsionf which were so different 
to those iadopted in the "courts pf law in 
Westminster-hall. He had considerable 
jdoubts respecting^atjiart of the bill which 
xslated to trial by jury, and thought it would 
be better to separate it from the otlier. It 
was a most important subject, and called for 
the earnest and serloQs attention of their 
lordships. 

Lord Grenville thought* it unnecessary for 
the noble and learned lord to remind their 
lordships that this subject depianded their 
earnest and anxious attention, as those by 
* wboro the*mtiU5ure Rad been Jbrought for- 
waid had not failed to impress upon the 
house the great importance of the measure, 
and had earnestly solicited for all the assif- 


this measure proposed aa a substitute tbe di¬ 
vision into two chambert. If the division 
into three chambers was however an in¬ 
fringement of the act of union, it xras per¬ 
fectly clbar, that the division into two chaoa- 
bers was abo an infringement. He, how¬ 
ever, could not coijcaive there was any 
doubt th^t pUIrliament had the power of 
making enactoqits Tor tbe better regulation 
of the court of s^ion. It was a power re¬ 
cognized by flniacc of the Scotch parliament, 
and reserv^ by (he words inserted in the 
article of the act of union. It would be ab* 
surd to suppose that the court of session had 
the power which was acknowledged, of re¬ 
gulating their own proceedings, but that 
parliament had no paramount power over 
them. With respect to the trial by jury, 
the reasons which h|d been stated for not m- 
troducing if into Scotland appeared to hioa to 
be the best reasons for its introduction. 

Lord Melville declared himselLfriendly to 
tehe princffde of diminishing the number of 
jV>rds of session. He had formerly proposed 
a Ulll for diminishing their number to ten} 
but he confessed he thought the proposition 
of the nol^le lord for dividing them into 
three chamberg, much more preferable. He 
doubted, however, the propriety ef esta- 
blishidgacourt of review, which he thought 
an infringement 4)f the act of union, whilst, 
at the time, it would not tend to di¬ 
minish ttl^unUnu' of af^peals to that house, 
as the litigants would still be anxious to ap¬ 
peal to the last resort. With respect to the 
tiial by jury, he did not think it would be 
productive of th^ benchcinl effects which 


tance which could be derived for its com*wivere looked for by tbe proposers of the 

*«.• ■ .t* ^.1 .1 ^ni ■•.fi .. 1 .1 . ^ % 


plelion, both in and out of that house. The 

* greater part of the noble and learned lord's 

* oMections *referred tQ particular provisions 
#of the*bill, whiclrwould be better discussed 

in the c^mittee, ^nd .where^ it would' be 
■ found tn'at mpst of them had* already beeft 
ai^tcipated. No sufficient reason had, in 
his mind, been urged for dividing this bill* 
into two, particularly after the subject had 
*ko long b^n under consideration. As to 
^be objection that this measure was an in- 

* *. fringement of the act of unfbn, iC did not 

' app^'to him to be in tbe least weu found- 
•*ed.It was clear that, th'ere existed* an ab- 
aolut'e -neOessity for rerpedying the evils 
' which resulted front fhe accumulation of 
bdsiaess^ in th( court oT session lAore than 
that court could possibly get through, and 
the accumu1ation*of appeals in that hou^. 
^he necessity of some remedy vXs to ev*!- 
. ' dent, that timse noble lord/wl^o objected to 


bill; it was ill suited to tbe habits of the 
people of Scotland, neither did th^ wisl^ 
for Its introduction. 

The Earl of LaudeedaU quoted the 18th 
and 19 th articles o^f union, for the pur|>oae 
of proving tnat the present measure was no 
infringement upon/hat act, there being aq 
express reservation that regulations might be 
adopted for me administration of justice, 
consistently with public policy, and for the 
evident utility of the subject. * The division 
of the court of session into three chambers, 
and tbe establishment of a court of review> 
were questions of public policy, respe^Xhig 
which parliament had undoubtedly the 
power of deciding. Tbe court of session 
had formerly ^blished regulations by adi, 
of sederunt for the more speedy administra* 
tion of justice, and it were absurd to suppose 
that parliament had not the paramount 
power to enforce; regulatjous for (Jtie bett^ 
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administration of justice. The introduction delay, he could By no means agree to a delay 
of the trial by jury formed part of-the rcso- which would, perhaps, be the n#a;is of' 
lutions passed last session, and since that putting ofl' the trial of thisca.se to tlie next 
period no petition had been preseiued to the se8sio^. He woulclagree to a d^ay of three 
house from any part of Scotland against that or four weeks. The consideration of the 
part of the plan. He Avas therefore warrant- Culross petition was^hen fixeAfor*.^ril 
ed in supposing that there was no objection, i lO.—Lofd Johp^ Thyiine mowra Jhe order 
tb its introduction. , * • of the day^forthe^econd readj^of the Bafti 

The Earl of Mans]i<'Jd% after modestly Lc-mmon *divisiou ball. Lotd O.ssulston op- 
apologising for offeiiug li^mscll to the alien- posed the motion, as the bill went^b^iter- 
tion of the house upon surfi^ subject, c*x- fere with one of the prineJ^aTand 
pressed himself of the sanid opinion tviih-the walks of the invalids vho resorted to BatlwC 
noble lord (Melville), and cited an opinion \ He moved^ as an amendment, that the bill 



visable, might be attended with mucli ha-; sion took place j for reading the bill a second 
zard m the experiment ;•«) totally uii'iiiiled . time now 4 :.), ngain.st it 78, majority 29. 
w^as it to the habits ai#l prcj;it|jces of the. A second divi.-iian thentook place dh the 
people.—house then went into a cjin-*c|npstion for reading llie^ bill^a second time 
millcc pru furjua^ in which lord J-^ldon gave ijia! day liiree mopths : wlien there ajipenrcd 
notice that he slu/.dd. when they came to for the motion 57 , *again.st it 49. The bill 
the clause rclntive to tlk* tnal by ^iry, ' was of conr->e lost by a majority of 8. . 

in|g [Sr.wR Tuaj>k AJoLrtrjox Bill.] Ijonl 


that it be oniitlerl, f. r t’i-‘ porp.)-.* ol h.:^ 
nnolher subslllcti'd )>clter sui'i-d t/) aiisv.er 
the de-sred pnrpo^.^—Pn'gre ■> then re¬ 
ported, and the rummiliee oiUanK il k'a\e to 
sit aiiain 011 Wedm-vdav. • 


HOUSK or Ov»MMONs. 

Alunclaj/, Mntfh 10‘. • 

[MiNurrs.] Ajr. Eyre, of llie 

committee appointed to - i^^rits <1 (be 

petition complaining of an undue 
for the borough of Guildf(‘rd, reper''^**', I'm. 


H. I'etly moved the order of tlie day f 
thirtl rcadlii); of li»e Slave Trade -i 


for the 
oJiiioii 

bili. 

^Ir. rii' I cri rose and said :—I do net 
rise, sir, widi an hope of oban -ii.g. bv 
any obscrva-ions of mine, the dct-iminr.iion 
whi<-!j the hv.use 'n,:-» exp.'*c<;v. d, in a mariner 
SC) deiia.]c<i, ^ipon litis (]ue.'>tion, but rather 
witli an an x'ixiWa v.ishio an opiniwu,* 

grounded oif ccU': acoi principle'^, and unj»- 
icrcd ))v any thing Vwdeh j haw huird luxai 

♦ • . ♦ 1 • . m 


^fr. Sumner was not duly elected, aii'l ili-tr , j subject mj inler.^•.sI..; ard impor.aut. . Jii 
the petitioner, the bnn.W".'lia;inlc aJlicrenee ti» consiitcn* y, wlilcii, railier tliari 

was duly elected ; but that the oppodt ion oi’Jpopu..’; iiy, is i ly (fujr. <, •! j.pp^-ar t6’ 

Mr. Sumner to the petition *.\as no« frivwlo'.r, L!itre^mi)ie with tiiu ]nev.iil:!}g .s'-n^uaent of < 
or vexjftious. Tlie clerk of the crouii w.ii ttn^ hou.so tiuiU bomo of niy hivi-i.^neudshave . 
orjfered to attend the next day loainenii the 'done, have yet iTn tei with me*in op-^ 
return, by eia-ing iiie*n.'ipie of Mr Sumner, I i!o-»nion to this njetv;i;,. j afityr the can- 

vesiicnis wliifh thej' haVo in.ide^pon the 
points of legality, humauily, •and justice, I 


and inserting that of Mr. Kurtoi^in ilj» place. 
—On the motion of Mr. Hobhou'U, it was 
ordered that, at the rising ol tlic l)ou>j ihat 
day, lord Bfucc, whb Iwd lakin into 
the custody of the serjeant at an^s, incon¬ 
sequence of ^Icfaulr at the election haliot, 



the borough of Buckingham, in the room 
of sir W. Voung, who*liad a(?a'.plod th-j of¬ 
fice of goveruor of the. islancfof Tobygo.— 
Mr. Coprtenay moved, that the order for 
the consideration of the (hilro.s.s election pe¬ 
tition, be deferred to the lOlh of Miiy. Sir 
J. Anstruthcr said, that thougli t.he sitting 
member was willing to agree iO a reasonabie 
-Voi.. iX. 


,iio not .SCO how we can sit down and delfte- 
rate npi^n the pol.uy and expediency of 
keeping open the traik*,j we fajl, too, in 
doing, under the censure of the lion, mem¬ 
ber for I>‘’dr#rd, (Mi, .Whilbrtud} who.* 
thinks iftat In the debate we have ‘.‘•given* 
too into roid di.scussion.” In whicif, 

rcprehensi(;n he include.^, 1 pip-sumef the 
noble h)rd (kiowick)•who introj ued the* 
hill into'tiie house, «nd the noble lort^ (tf. 
retty) who ^its upon the .same bedch, and 
who certainly did not, cisher of tfif-m, en- 
! courage that declamatory lone winch has to^ 
much prevailed sil this dv'baie TU; bon. • 
nicmbet; jiinibelf look care not to fopy tl^ir 
X • 
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WTor, for he askeduA whe’ther it was ncces- tion of the bon. gent. (Mr. Whitbread) I 
aary tljat we should prove that robbery mid will just notice. “All has been assertion,*’ 
murder are nnhiwtulf* Ccriaiidy weneed not he says, “qd our side, against facts proved 
trouble ihfhon. gent, for such proof/ but it oniheirs^” I did not expect this lemark 
might ha'e beeif as wfll if he had shewn from the* hon gent, or from those who vote 
bmvvob^ry and nntfder are to be prevented with him on tiiis subject; for I contend, on 
by^this birl: in w'hat senseji is caltulated toj the contrary', that the. hiain facts on which 
<#o gf)od nttor than migchief, ^ to confer the question 3epen^s have been asserted 
benefits adeq^te to the evils it inflicts, and* over and over again on their aide, and never 
the nsqtfes it imposes upon humanity. The proved. I allude pore particularly to their 
lmj)^^iumDtT’*b^s intimated a conjecture, assertions, that \he wars, and cruelties, and 
^jRhat foe crimes ajtfndaiit upon the Slave miseries of Africl, are caused by, and de- 
liaile in the ^\ l’st Indies ha'c pisovoked the pendant upon, the European resort thither 
judgments ot God, and th.it hurricanes lor slaves: and here I will not merely op¬ 
to which thoic dimates are subj'm are the po^e assertion to assertion, butchallengein- 
•'fiigiialsof his'cngeiuice. Sir, thercismuch \estigation, and ask them '4'here, if the 
moral and physical evil in the world, but it proof they allctlgc exists, that proof may be 
is a bold and rash attempt in any mortal to found ? In their.pampicts and publications, 
impu<.e that evil as j^udgment of Providence iliuugh agai.'i and again they assume it as 
upon the heads on wjiich it may chance, to 'pnued, 1 cannot find it, nor docs the proof 
fall. Wliere an in^ividuitj pensiies in the lie m the documents which have been pro- 
Qctiuil commission of d crime, us; may be duced on your table. They pretcml to value 
•allowed to draw a profitable lesson from so nirls only, *and to disregard opinions; but 
airil^ng an incidenc ; but where calamities o[)it)jons are not, in all instances, to be dis- 
consistent with the course of nature extend regarded, nor are the authorities in our sla- 
fbemsejves over iarge districts, and afflict tnte-book to be treated with disrc-pect. I 
persons of various descriptions, there is do confess, sir, that when a right hoii gent, 
lomething peculiarly radi in pronouncipg (Mr. G. Hose) tn the other s de, produced a 
, that the .saflervrs are theyictim.s of divine detailed account not only of all the acts, but 
justice. I am better acquainted with the of the proceedings of parliament, with the 
history of Jamaica than with that of any opinions of comnflttees of this house, so de- 
other island in tiie West Ind'??. Jamaica cidodly'v'g^^iso repeatedl)* expressed U|)oii 
been for years freij f»om hurricanes, ihe subjcci«of (Tid slave iracle, lUnstraiing 
that period no way marked by a< 4 orbcaraiice and cxjilaining, as lie read it, i!ie characters 
as to the pnrclia.se or labour of slaves In 4 of those who introduced and sanctioned 
years, nearly successive, hurricanes have vl^ tho.se proceedtuts, I did think that ih ■ a cr.- 
fiited that island, and have specially deso- mulated auihorit^ thus concentrated and 
dated one of its districts—tliat distiict and orought into a focus, was calculated to make 
jthose years not chargeable^ft'iih any exttaor- some impression upon this hou.se, and par- 
^ dinary conegru vuth the slave trade. Thi^e iicularly iqwju its junior members/i who 
calamities have swept bway large* fleets of 'might thence be induced to lioubi and hd?i- 
criiish -slujis returning from conquest over tate at least, and nyt to remain .so confident 
^ Uie enemies of their'eountry, ifc nowise par-, in opinion lis to ircalwllh disregard, nay 
ticipating In the .sla'e trade; and, what is almost wiili contempt, the sentiments and 
siilKmore worthy of remjik, I do nol^find ^irgmnents of those'who yet adhere, with a 
that any corresponding judgment Jias, at lingering attaclftuenb^ tdjhe monuments of 
^ose periods, fallen ijpoii IJriiiih legi.slators the wisduin^of our ancestors, to the delibe- 
and statesmen, the authors and promoters of rate judgment of men, with wliym 1 will not 
• •theUavc trade, w(;o, as I shuli shew, did say that I would rather sometimes go wrong 
iwt iiiifcke their ads of parliament iif igno- than always right with others, but of whom 
Kince, hut knew well -what flieg *were I will say that their talents and virtues have 
ckfitig* ^either upon fliem, iior ^upon the not been exceeded by those of iheii succcs- 
*iVitioQ whose afTairs ^dmyiistered, did sors. Sir, it isimpossible that we can pre- 
moil judgments attach; liil, on the ndlitrary, tend, that iipofl this subject they legislated 
the er^i iif w'hicfl ih i lilave trade ^'as autlio- in ignorance. The abuses of the slave tiade 
rized and ^ncoura^'d by tlic Britiah Jegis- \veTc more flagrant at its conmiencemeiit 
l^lure waa'one of distinguidied piwpeiit^, than in its progress. It began on the part 
in that,country, one in widen slie btxame ' of the English with acts of violence and ra- 
Uje^envy.o/ Uie werld.—Another ybserva-j pine. Of those acts it is well known that 
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queen Elizsibeth e?(pre»8ed her disapproba¬ 
tion ; and in the year 1711, qii^n Anne, 
in recommending t})e subject to.the attention 
of paiJiament, directs, that they ^halJ tfu- 
quire into the ** nature of the trade." Bui 
are not the acts of parliament themselves, 
and th jir preamble^ quite sufficient to prove^ 
that onr ancestors wera at variaifce with us 


travel in Africa, and even doubt upon tf e 
subject? How is it possible ? unlesS indeed 
it shopld prove that we at this distance from 
the scene are decewed by, partial views of 
what, when regarded near and entire, ;wears 
another appearance, #iid produc|fs anolher 
eflect. yet in,it ne\erthe|fiA trueT'th#t 


Bruce am^Parke,* their iniij^unprejudiced 
in the first principles of the^ncstion ? When >on the subject, or if biassed at iffi. expe* 
they ihoiiglit fit to enC(|Mragp an " African riencing a bias against the *wt}e, hihie le- 

clnm'A " Otr tli/A i)iirn/ie% i\f ** finiittlvincr hirn(>rl r\iio fV/tr*, \\\t/ 


slave trade," tor the purpose of ‘‘ supplying 
the West India colonies willi slaves," was not 
•this the whole of that proceeding, which 
we now pronounce to be onirary to justice, 
humanity, and soiincl policy ? Put the case 
merely thus,«iuul say iiotliing ijf any cir¬ 
cumstances not nerc'ssarily ami indispensably 
connetted either with lhe"lj)urchase of slaves 
in Alrica, willi thcii* con\C)'*ice to th»^^ 
West indies, or with their maintenance 
there as .slaves on our plantations, and let 
rnc ask th? young members m ho have heard 
the declamations which this debate ha.s oc¬ 
casioned, whether here be not the sum •tnid 
substance of lliat abominable crime vvliuli 
they are about to abolish ? Our ancestors 
indeed distinguished betwixt the trade and 
its abuses: tlial tin y lolcraTcd, these they 
reprobated j a sufficient proof of which is 
afibrd(*d by the act of 2:1^ Geo. II. c. Ml, 
whic-h, in its preamble, authorises the^trade 
and its application fco the West d*' but, 
in one of its provisions, enacts penalties 
upon its abuses—abuses wiiich it pronc^iinces 
to be “ to file prejudice of llio said trade." 
Jt is in vain then for us to sav that we are 
not completely at is.sue^ilh onr anccstorv 
upon this question, or that we know any 
tliiiir whic h they did not know, when they 
gy^e r^icaied legal sanction to that w Iiicli 
W'C setk to alioli"!!.^' There are also, sir, 
other opinions which I inn inclined to treat 
with respect—opinions fljunclecT upon facts 
and observations made in the midst of those 
very scenes^of disgust gnd hon<»r, which ili 
is tlic professed olynci of»this Tiill ti> prevent: 
and again let me ask those who have atten¬ 
tively listenc'ci to the p.:tlietic rcprc.sent.'ilicms 
made in the course of this debate, whether 
they can conceive it possible that two pt?r- 
Rons, nciiher slave traders n.ir West India 
proprietors, but impartial, enquiring travel¬ 
ler'., should peiietraie into Jhe interior of 
Africa, be witnesses of wiiat is passing there, 
and of the condition of its inlinhitants, nntJ 
yet come aw-'ay, the one doubling whether. 

abolition of the slave trade wonid answer 
any good purpose, the other expressly dis¬ 
approving that mcasiner What! live and 


turned, the,one from the/ East, th 3 -^ihe^| ■ 
from the west of the fi^rp country; Parktt' ^ 
intimating 4 iis dnubfs'i w’helhcr the abolition 
of llie trajit^ffould answer file views of its 
promoters ; and Bruce, in theVtrongest 
tc»-ms, dtprccaiing the measure.f—l have 
before mcnlioiu-d, on the authority of Mr. • 
Parke himself, that I believe his bopk to 
express, in this fespect,*his own sentiments,’ 
an^ not thcjse of Jiis rtUtor,«Mr. Bryan Ed¬ 
wards: and Mr.^E^wards, sir, when he 
edited th^t book, was either an abolitionistj 
or at least wavering in his opinionfT. • He- 
was a man of much gemns and ability j if . 
Jiis talents li.id been cultivated 111 another di¬ 
rection, he would probably have been aa 
eminent, poet or orator, but an orator, I 
think, rather excelling in the rhetorical 
than in the logical be.tuiies of the art. He 
w'as, upon commercial subjects, and more 
particularly the subject of the .slave 
trade, 'of vacillating opinions ; and the West 
India body, who alvvflys rc'^pecled his abi-* 
lilies, coultf seldom depend ’upon the de¬ 
terminations ofhi'j judgement. When, in a 
♦briiier debate, I connected the statements of 
Parke with the comment with which Mr,. 
M.ilthus has accompanietf them, 1 expressly’ 
saifi V'ut know'iii» dieu that Mr.« Malihus * 
had published any opinion aboitt the Slave,* 
'iVjde)*th?it I was not able to say whethei* 
tii.'it genlloman w-.^ or,w;j.s not to 

nbolilion i but ihepiiiicipleht^hai^dvanced, • 
and the reasoning he has iiUToduccd on^lii* 
subj«*ct, remain unaltcrosl; and when ho 
states tlfat the population of Alrica is coi;-* 
timially passing beyoiTd Ific means cf 
subsistence, and that the coiiddion of the 
negro ijatioti^ will experience im ameliora- 
lion ynid .industry and* security of property’ 
be intR)duced among theoi, iiie.se cijCutn-* 
stances a|^ear lo^me to bear strongly upoa. 
this qqpslioi'^. I slfalt be told that indo’*^rv 
and scciffily of jirop^rty cannot find* ihetr 
w'ay into Africa until the Slavt^Trade bo 
abolished; but those who look f'r ar- abo* 
-—--^ 

* Paike's Travels, 4 to. p. 287 * 258. * . 

-(■ Brwee, 4to. vqj. 1 . p. M 2. • • t 
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iVion of Uie Slave Trade in Africa by a 
.^rilistf act of parliament, seem to me to hliat 
tlieir eyes upon tfie lo.ssons of bifitory and 
experiencd,—I will not travel ovef again 
the nround I haVe trodden. I have before 
st.'ylcfi opinion, |lial the little iuforma- 

tionr:. hic>j/ve can glean of lhe*f>late aiK^ 
fondition o^^fiica, befc)|^ the resort thither 
of Eniopeauh lx>r colonial labourers, l.as heeii 
, cithe^^ejn back or inisrepreseiited in the 
AMaw^itioii^oTAe aho!ilio:iists ; and, when 
right hun. gent. ailiuled to wdiat 

J^o AiVicamis relates to con/v'crning Ne¬ 
gro Land, ihe-hoii. gent. (Mse^^ilhertbrce) 
wim has-interested himscli so imJth in this 
question, apj»earcd to me to j^roinise us 
some comments upon the p.age of Leo. J 
shall not have an opportunity of obscr\ ing 
uporfwdial may fal^lrom llie hon. gent on 
this subject, ^nd I am not sure whether his^ 
usual ingenuity may not ^extract fri>m Leo 
some passages which/ in his opinion, fa- 

* vourhis own views of the question ; but I 
challetige him to C.>ntrtidict this lesidt, that 
from the w hole tenor of Ijco’s seventh book, 
which treats of the negro nations, it appears 
that before the resort pf the ]''oi iiignesc to 
the coast could have all'ected the *t:t)udition 
of the interior, wars, buih for dominion 
flnd pkiiuler, originating as frequen:))’, aiul 
from as slight provocations as they do now, 
were common throughout f^ogro.Land; 

. tl^t the captives •taktti) in ilio.'O wars were 
either condemned to slaveiy, <o imprison¬ 
ment, or to death ; that the eoiuliiion ol 
that slavery was m many instances nio-if 
cruel and oppressive j tliat extensive markets 

• tor slaves were ilitn open, and that to llu- 
t Moors ^nd to the easlenvcommics iht sale 
I of slaves was extensive j that in some in- 

^stances the-AfriCiin ^t^^ces .yid even 

forced* Sl.ive Trade, rvfui.'.ig to ])ay. m 
. gold foivvhai they‘bought, aifl conipclling 
t|je irierehanrt, much against their w'ill, to 
taife slaves in return for their merchandize 
and that slaves were at tlui day so pleiiliful, 
••^nd horses for the pu^posc-s of w'ar so valu¬ 
able, that fifteen or twenty slaves were gi- 
•. ven fo^ onb hor>e.. 'i’his I assert to be a fair 
•absttactof what v/& gather trorn pre- 
/Ynising, however, that 1 am not to 

rencHhe ot'-glnal Arabl.m, nor }j.jve 1 ever i 

* met witllPthc Jtali.iiv nafl-.iat^c-ii imule by | 
Lfo jiimi-clf. I have, •however, cAmp iied | 
lliLf Lntift Elzevir tr-irMl..'i ll! witji ,i IVeiieli J 
tian^'h tioti published at Lyons, in the six-j, 

"iccntli century, and they pjr^esjxmd in i»Jl 

• esscntul respects. A vi eager almost ctm- ' 

' Icpi^ ortiry. with Leo, is C.idemosM^.wJio in; 
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speaking of the part of the African coaat 
visited by him, tells us, that the negro na¬ 
tions are often at war, that they sell slaves 
to different nations, "'and some to the 
Christians, since they began to trade with 
that counlry,” evidently shewing, that when 
the Christians entered wto the commerce, 
they found it Already established and exten¬ 
sive.—1 build thf.n, sir, ray sentiments upon 
this quesUon in pt^stupon these autliorilies : 
a?id finding ifr)l‘liing in divine or human law 
which ' proiuiunc.s the possession, or the 
purehj>e, or tl^p use of a slave, to be ne¬ 
cessarily and invariably unjust, 1 cannot see 
cither the obligation of the jjolicy of abo¬ 
lishing that share of the Slav^Trade which 
at present exi>rs for (he supply of our own 
colonies, if J \yere now to deliberaK; con¬ 
cerning any society,, wdieiher slavery should 
enter into its constitution, 1 should say ; 

CeiiaiIlly not.” if I were laying down 
^regulations, and framing law's foi an infant 
poiilk\il (Sniblislimcnt, I would take into 
m3;.consider:i(ion all the oiiginal and abstract 
rights cf man, for such lie,hts do exist, and 
ought to be venerated, although they cannot 
often be apjd.i d with practical benefit to so- 
ciciies that haw long existed under establish¬ 
ed hu^s. lint we are not now in the case of 
deh.iting whether our colonies shall or shall 
not die cultivated by slaves from Africa j 
they aWu-^nvl ever have .been so cultivated ; 
and we ki».)w af least tliat their pro.sperity 
has been hiilierto dependant upon occasional 
'‘UppVics of the same de^c ription of import¬ 
ed population. All the re->l is expeiiinent 
merely, and tliecr»v, contradic ted ux> by all 
iliat we know from fact and experience. 
^^'hcn 1 belorc took otcisiun to observe the 
inconvenience of adopting m politic t a rule 
so rigid that we woulvl profit by nothing in 
this w'orld that w'Hi^ comiecicd v\ ith vice and 
abuse, the l>jn. gent (.Mr. W'llberforce) told 
n:c, th.at " this was ever our wavj we 
wanted to lei the Stave Trade pair olf with 
Some oIIkt tok?rarc/l cTinie.” Sir, 1 do not 
tind mj sf‘l(! n-duceii to (lie niiNerable expe¬ 
dient ot defcMiding one abu.tc hy another. 
I bhevvi'd how liia|>})licable lhe.se strict drawn 
rides must jmne to the stale of the w’orld 
we liv e in, and that, if we w'ould be rigid¬ 
ly bound l.y s.ii h principles, we must have 
neither Jottenbs nof alehouses j but I did 
not say lliat, Consistently with the present 
cc^nditiciii and circumstances of this couniry, 
t was o.pt'dicni that we .should abolish ei- 
her lotlciies or alehouses: why then doe.s 
!)'* hon. i^ent. taunt me with the charge that 
liave nc.L altcniptcdto check those evils S 
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Why am I to be summoned to put on the , diments which a laborious manufacture II. 
armour of chivalry, and to mounrmy Rnsi- ; ways opposes to population. Hie hftuse haii, 
nante in the hon. gent*s suit^ ? Sir, if I \ heard the result of the experience of an holi. 
should ever sally out upon such adventures,) gent.*near me (IVtr. Barham), *whose liu- 
and, stepping beyond the little* circle of mane endeavours to support hif own num- 
public or private life, wherein I may have bers have hitherto prwed ineftejtnal. JVIy 
it in my power to useful, should under-*! hon. frit?nd (M.r^ Ward), whojt^l^jrrijtably 
lake the reform of tl|e world, «1 will not j on this question a few uigh^^;;>^so abljr, 
forget what is and has beeia the average state*! that this house must he would 

of human life : nor wiU I attenipt to carry j more frequently take port in iV^dteiMlcs— 
legislation beyonvl its fairaittrrenson.ible pro- and whose conviction oa t)ie subject^^T'pr^- 
viiice.—And now, sir, look towards ; tend not tq say results/rorq any partial vieiv 

the West Indies} and Iicre tlie hon. gent, 'of thecas*, alluded Jo»an estate which did 
(Mr. Wilberforce), attempts to pin me down i support J^iflumbers : that estate, sir, is 
to the sialcnicnl of pr(jgres.'»Ive population must favourably circumstanced } i^is inSula* 
which ] found produced by himself ted among the high lands of that district 

and liis friends, and wliich, believing it to ! where it is placed, and the ifegroes cannot, , 
be loleraLJy exact, I hye contended did, j without the utmost difficulty, indulge that 
when connected with the vt^y moderate rambling propensity wUieh they brin^ with 
supply the islands would need, were the/ them from Africa, vA\^re j^oiygamy is the 
left iinthreatencd by this measure, prove, law of the latvl. I could tell my hon. 
(hat the humane purposes of the Abolitioy- friend, fliat those who have constantly had 
ists were alieacly attained, orin'a fair way the care and superjntendance of that»^tate; 
to be attained, without any violent prq^eed • have had also the caTe of others in the neigh¬ 
ing. Oli! says the lion gent., if you ad- bourhood, to which they have extended ex- 
niit that, then without any importation, tbe actly the same humane management} and 
increase by breetling will soon answer e» cry that in no other instance have they found it 
purpose, except that of extending cultiva- ppssible’ to maintain the numbers without 
lion, and tljat is what we cannot encourage, j purchase —I air^enabled to stale a case of ' 
Sir, I bclie\e that the treatment of slaves peculiar hardship, in respect to an estate 
has been improved by ejf^crience and miti- t ailed Deaifs Valley, in the parish of West¬ 
gated by civilization } and adqjit .fferefore, < morckuid, Jamaica, which, from 32 Q ne- 
tliat the maintenance fff the •uimhci s by 1 gioes which it possc*«cd the* year 
breetling may have been progressive lo a ; ill assoricd*as to sex, has sustained a gradual 
certain degree 5 but this goes a very little decay of its numbers, until, by the last re¬ 
way towards proving tlie policy of con-i turn in the year 180 (), the numb?rs were 
derailing oiii colonics te remain for evc^ reduced to Ilk). This estate, for upwards 
without the po'isihiiity of an imported sup- ! of 20 years past, has beCn in a trust unde^ 


ply ot ))opniaiion } foraftcM' this bill is pas- 
sctl, *hcie no remedy for aiiv of tlio^e va- 
^uus events wiiii h are w.tliin lb.* compass 
of ponsibilitv, and whi^h may suddenly di¬ 
minish their piipuLition* 1 hate a right to 
say, that iheie is not any one in this house, 
w’ho can at this lline tonieciuro vv hat an^ 
how man/ arc the, acerdent.^which, in S|>iie 
of humanity and vigilance, ni.'\y coniributo 
to thcdeciCjise i.'f the negroes in our West 
India culoiiios, while, witliin a few leagues 
of them, a rival colony shall be tluuiUhing 
and prosperous, unlettered by that eternal 
restriction which this bill will impose. A 
hurricane, and consf'qucnrfamine, carried 
off, in Jamaica alone, black iiiha- 

blt.ints. iCpidemics h»ivc orcjsioually pre¬ 
vailed, that have iiroved nearly as ialalj 
and, itivlependantly of .such accidents, there 
exists the inequality of sexes, bearing more 
pr less h.trdly on individuals, and the impe- 


iw'ilfof the proprietor, who died jn 1783 / 

, a;id the trustees have not been *1 liberty to* 
]jurcluse^ negro. Xsto the ireatfticnt of 
the negroes ill this interval, thoso^who know 
4 any thing of that 'islaiul will .satisfied,*, 
that there has been nothing Il^atiiing in hu- 
m.iijiiv or provident care,^vhon 1 state,*that 
Mr. Mine has had the management of it, 
j having, at the sanrfboime, the charge^:^ 

! Mr. lX*h.uiY\estates in that neigbourhood, 

, tvherc^ilic lAimbers hajo been maintained*' 
aiui tl*e condition of the negroes gfnerall^ 
cited is among tire happiest in Jamaica. Sir^ 
otlior r.'i*es of hardship may^be -stated, if 
necessar; —rases minors and lessors of 

Cstales*'w ho will rtke b.ick^tlieir jirc^ieftios 
wlu>]iy or.ne.irly destitute of labourers, and 
Consequently incapable Vf being profitably 
*.'ii!iivMiod^ gnJ,low!iom, even m the lo»% 
biteiv.il in wlnell t!:is question ha.s ^een un¬ 
der i!git;jtion, there h.s not beta the pt^wer 


ft • 
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wtbe ability to provide Against the ruin 
•’srhich^tow awaits them. - It has been snid. 


[iM 


)%u have had warning. Why have you not 
imported lemale^ and young people ? As 
to thp warning, sir, there was not till last 
wv an/• concurren® decision of the two 


houWs'v/i^JiameDt on this, question : and pro apply in regulating'this state of society 

_ vk.VZ\i_LI- !_ r. _1_ -BTr . / _*• I _1 1_1 — 


as to the importation qf females, 

bu thaHl^enSt the discretion of the plant* 


cause we found the colonies cultivated 
slaves, and must continue so to cultivate 
them), wns.it to be expected that ue should 
also be separately arraigned for the insuffici* 
eucy of those laws, which, with better will 
than power [wrliaps, we^ have endeavoured 


? 

Was it candid in the hon. and learned gent, 
(the Solicitor General) to cite, as an instance 


er } hon^-Ond fearned gent, (the Solici- j of West Indian bn’barity, a law passed 120 
Jur fiiiieral), whVc*speech made a deep im-; years ago (the elate of which he did not tell 
*^ression on tlie hpu-'^, willing to. prove that; us till the questidn was put to him), and in 
•lavery prc%*ailed in .iVfrica in exxet propor* ; which coarse expressions were found respect- 
tionwitb the dtimand for slaWv •. and that i ing slaves, when that learned gent, well 
crimes invented and forged whenever knows that there exist, even in the statute- 
convicts were wanted, told you that if the , book of the British parliament (and I be- 
planters shonlcf even say we will have none ; lieve yet unrcpealed), several acts, the pro- 
but women and children, women and chil- visions of which aVe a disgrace to humanity ? 
dren would be convicted and transported ac-—Sir; the lows which have been passed for 
cordingly. Sir<L 1 ^i&h gentlemen would i'the protection of the negroes in the West 
consider what would have been the feelings ' Indies have not nil proved dead letter ; they 
of the boose, and what the tone bf decla-i ivive been enforced and executed*in many 
'xnati^n that would have been excited, had, ittstanccs, and they are nt len^t evidences 


SDcb a fact been sta{ed m evidence, as that 
of shipi waiting upon the coa&t of Africa 
ootil they could be filled with women and 
children, because, forsooth, these were the 
description of s]ave.s most saleable in the 
West Indies—with w'hnU exclamations of 
horror would such a recital have been recei¬ 
ved ! And because the fact do^s not exist; 
because the colonies have been obliged to 
receive such slaves, Aid such only, as the 


and records of the public opinion, by which 
the conduct of the whites in the West Indies 
is in a very considerable degree controlled j 
nor is it true that those laws, which breathe 
(he mildest spirit, have been wrung from 
the colonists bv the discussion of this ques¬ 
tion ; it is well known that the consolidated 
slave ftw of Jamaica (tlie island which con¬ 
tains onfe^salf the slaves of our West India 
colonics) passed previous to that discus* 


laws of Africa have sutTered to bb exported,. sion.—While 1 contend, sir, that slavery 
is it now to constitute an additional charge | has been mitigated by civilization, I must 
against the planters, that U)cy have not as-«; express a doubt whether civilization has 



comparison !)e now drawn, as to tiie prac 
•’in the WestCudia colonies is taken into con- j tical result in regard to the happiness of ip- 
nideratibn by the nbolitioni^ts, the/hwt tells dividuals, betwixt the pne society and the 


us t))at ^ip:ry bids defiance lo law. “ 1 here 
.-arelaw's'fv;, true,” savs (be hAn. member 
for ^dford,' but there are ma-iters of 
slaves ;** and we h/;ar again and again, v^ha 
cannot be denied*, that law's made fuv a so* 
l^ty consisting t,f **niixture of slaves and 
freemen, are not susceptible of the force 
**aod equal administrytion whichkaws l^ave in 
' A countiy of freemen only. Sif, nqbody 
that 1 know of has pret|*nded to prefer sla* 
very fo freMbm, or to co^ntcst the poini, 
that slavery does hardly hdmit cof th^ coni- 
plefe e?)ntroul the I^jw^ Slavery has been 
fnitigated,^and must l>e mitig.ued, as civil! 
zation is expended. * It is mitigated by n.nn- 
, iWs, by opinions, and by axaisiides. Ihn,'* 
. kir, w'ben cite full measure ^>f censure hii* 
bees poured upon usfroiq tills chani*el ^bc- 


othcr, I may assert that, of arts of cruelty 
and oppression w'hiAli stain the character of 
iliose who commit, and incrca-.e the m'sery 
of those who sufTcfthcm, more instances 
occur in the ciiiV*s rif^Londoii and Westmins¬ 
ter in one week, than in one month in the 
whole island of Jamaica.—The hon gent, 
has somewhere alleged, that the circumstan- 
ces/if slaves often purchasing their freedom 
•vith the monev they sate, is an indisputable 
proof that they are mi.scrnble in a state of 
.slavery. Sir, a |1ave, like an English labour¬ 
er, looks upon a liberation from labour as 
^1 is sovereign good. It does not follow that 
*' is the ha))pter for having attained it; but 
ft IS something to know that (liese ill-ire ired 
‘laves do yet frequently save projictty emiugh 
wherewith to purchase their freedan.'*- 
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Most sincerely do I wish that, respecting roan, who, on such an occasion 
the treatment of negroes, eilhei*-in one is* . sell your drays and your horse , ^ 

land or in one insulated district, an experi- i your men, use less malt and hops, pay^ 


casion, should 
horses, turn a^y 


xnent had been made at the expense of go¬ 
vernment, and upon the maxims or the abo¬ 
litionists, and that it might have been seen 


less duty, aud that will reliei^ you:/or 
should some hun/gent. ^in this nous^ at 
such a moment, processing an to 

'a 


bow far the volunfaiy services of AfricanJ assist the brewers, have projec 
hegroos could have ^fen oBtainod* awd in- which they believed would 5fct|^;^acToriea 
dustry and happiness baye been advania- on fire, hbw consolatory to them 

gcously promoted, und^ a system essential-’ to hear him exclaim-rWelT, I^u^glad I 
fy differing from that wWclr ^evails in our j know your case, for lov/ you can^^ say 
colonies. We should IhtA have pfoceeded that it is my projectedj^ieasare which has 
upon sound and safe principles, to innovate occasioned^your ruinr^lrts distress of th« 
upon that which, however imperfect, has West In^^olonie^a\ this moment, sir, 
conduced hitlierto trf their prosperity.—^I’he arises frot^Ttheir having complie4 witlkthe 
hon. gent, ^yill not admit my supposition urgent stimulation of the mother* country, 
that our needful supply ( f the dread of abo- in furnishing her not only# with produce 
lition-were removed) ww^lJ become very I amply sufficient for her own consumption, 
trifling, in comparisou with numbers ^ but also with % large surplus to enriefa her 
nowin our islands; for he contends that* by foreign trade; and, because the foreign 
we still desire slaves, for the purpose of ex- mSrket, not by riieir fSUlt,1s denied to tho 
tending oer cultivation indefinitely, not re-j colonists^ they ask* you to support them 
collecting how little likely it is that cultiva-■ under the buriiieti of producing what haa. 
tion should be further extended, under the . been, and may again be^ a most promable 
existing discouraging markets fur produce ; ( resource to yourselves.—On the political 


and 1 have not been snrpsised, sir, to hear, 
at the same time, the present distress of the 
West India trade urged as an argument in 
favour of the abolition. The abolition, says 
an hon. gent (Mr. Jacob), wdll prove a bles¬ 
sing to you, for it will lessfti that produce of 
which you now iij^port loo i^uc):-^ while 
the hun. gent (Mr. WiWhrforc%), opposite 
to me, who had been toUl by me, that, in 
opening the case of the West India trade, 
I should not think it necessary to allude in 
the most distant nianner»tu this question, 
and who seemed to approve the distinction, 
did, upon that occasion, and when I could 
not reply to him, apply tlie whole of that 
to this question, and expressed his satis¬ 
faction that the pust^iyemcnt of this de¬ 
bate had given him an opportunity of pre¬ 
viously hearing our case stated, since now it 
must appear, that * it wits not to the Aboli* 
tion of the Slave Irijde t{jat could l>c impu¬ 
ted the distresses of the colonists.’ Sir, 1 
cannot so w^Jl answer these extraordinary 
arguments as by recalling to the memory of 
the house that there have beeiT periods 
when,fur twp or tlyee successive years, tlidse 
useful and valuable establishments, the 
public breweries rif ihfli coumr\', have been 
admitted to be i nprot tiblc, tfi\d e\eii losing 
concerns ; and we will suppose that ia such 
circumstances tlie biewers liad tbnnd it neces * 
sary to lay their case before parliament, re¬ 
quiring soru 3 legislative measure lur their 
lelief; what sliould we think of the stntes- 


value of the colonies, and the iotimdfte con* 
nectioii of their proiiperity with our naval 
power, having 011 another occasion spokeix 
at*some length, 1 will now be silent; and 
very fchortly advert to the danger of insur¬ 
rection in the islands connected with tbo 
present bill.* Sir, 1 do not desire to lookoa 
the gloomy side, and ^'ill dio^c {hat out co*^ 
lollies niay^not undergo the rapid fatexn 
Saint Domingo; but I cannot forbear to 
notice what we hav'* lut' tJ upon high ao^ 
tliority, that the people of Krance do connect 
*the revolution in Saint Domingo with th« • 
abolUion of tlie slave trade. The noble lord . 
(Lauderdaie) who, in the c()i:r'*e^of*the late 
negociatloy, w'as thus iiifonued, is gaid to- 
hayc replied, that be believed oiherwyse. I* 
respect much# sir, rhe manly und^tanditig 
of tiiat noble lord, but cannok c<fn;ider hi^ 

ylf^ equal vaiue 
\ei' the Fiencb 
:]}ule coarse 
new the pams 
to spread titeir 


opinion on this subject as 
Twith^hat generally dilfu^er 
nation, who w itnessetk the 
that dreadful event, \vTio 
taken by the |\niisdes\ 
doctrinft in tiie culoifie^s/and who th&.' 
twopetiny * aud liireepen^y publicatioiM,- 
which fliere t( o leen/tJ froin>(^ pressi' ii>^ * 
viting the*n5.^ro«i i* ^o break their chain* • 
upon of klieir oppresw.is". hjt- 

pressions etjiialiy iufianfmatoty 1 could ^lew 
ihe noble loid (Howick) .who sit* on the 
b^ndi befpre me. in the pamphlets w'hich* 
have been dii^lgted here, although I doubt*. 
n;^l that his mind has never been suuleJ by 
• • • ^ • • • 
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perusal of them, and that he therefore 
kbughf an allusion which I made to them 
Wn a former day less justidable than it 
S^y wasC Sir, it is ^ot the debates of 
this house (of vdiich we are charged with 
peri^Vittins the circu^tion in the colonies) 
so^giich calculated ^ to inrjpress the 
rfiino of as anjJt of legislation, 

the operatiuiff»4* '^liich he will irhmediately j 
^eee, audti^e grounds and motives of which 
lie wflt th^ naturjlly make the objects of 
bis enquiry.—This/ gir, 1 think is the pro¬ 
per moment for diy\ckno\vledgipg that pro¬ 
tection to our clwnctA's, whi^^some hon. 
gents have tliought tit to interporo against 
the abuse uliich others have so copiously 
^ bestowed iipou ns. I have, sir, carefully 
estimated the amount of that protection, and 
I think it is this: * t^ese West India planters 
and merchants^’ say Ihey, ‘ are, for anglit 
, we know, anatomically constructed, much 
like other people) they iiave a sculH a brain, 
•apiaaud a dura mater, like ourselves; but 
nianSs the crcatureiof Ifabit, and their habits 
* are detestably bad. Their early associatioiis 
lill theTr minds with inveterate jjrejudices, 
which prevent them eiti^er from understand¬ 
ing or feeling like the rest of ih^ world: 
but then let us not be toe severe upon them; 
for were w'e ourselves (lord H. Petty, Mr. 
<Janning) exposed to similar impressions, 
which thank God we are not! 8ur opinions 
conduct lyight ba just like theirs.* I 
do not knoW Imw others may kbel r)n this 
subject, sir, but I for one desire not to put 
the gentlemen to this cxpence of reluctant,. 


may injure or destroy, and for which there 
is, within the bill, no provision, nor has 
there been any thing like :i distinct pledge 
given, pn the contrary, the opportuniiy of 
discussing the justice or expediency of soch 
a provifion has not occurred, his Majesty's 
^ministers having decjaied themselves not 
authorised* to £pre^ the royal permission 
for entertaining ihe question. I had the 
highest direction in this house, your own, 
sir, for declinSig, ^n merely asking Ins Ma¬ 
jesty’s ibinistcrs for that permissuni, to go 
at length into the general argument; and I 
am driven now into the necessity of urging 
what 1 have to sny on fhe subject as an ob¬ 
jection to this bill, w'hich canqot, as I con- 
tenJ, without some such quaJilication, be 
rectniciled w'itb tl^t regard for justice and 
lor property,, which the acknowledged at- 
\ tribute of a British house of commoiiM t and 
Iiere I have a right to call upon tliose for 
tlioir s’.ipport, who may be, in . ail other 
respects, iTicnds to this bill, bnt who hate 
invaj'inbly maintained that it ought to pass, 
accompanied with a liberal pledge t^f com¬ 
pensation 10 those whose property, hitherto 
protected by the laws, may be injured by 
its enactments. ‘ I have more paiticularly a 
right Iq expect such support from gentlemen 
connected with the colonics, a: d friends of 
aUolipon, but who must yet be well aware 
of.lbe'|rt.:Uia(jinjarle5 it w^ill inflict, and who 
will not, Ulru-it; vote for thi-. bill, since it 
contains no pledge of protection to those 
who may innocently sullcr by its operation. 
Sir, it was o! jeeted to me, when 1 attempt- 


liberality, to exact from them tliis tribute ; cd to intniduce th’.i question to the house, 
•of left-handed candour. All that in our j'tliat it was not the usage of parliament in 
•^fence and justifleation I ^ould ask of Kicm j similar great public regulations, to provide 
^18, that wljen they have torn out of the j compensation prosjjectivcly. But th^re is 
•tatute^^o(^ the acts bf one hucdrpd and the act of 28 Geo. 111 . cap. 54 , which stares 
fefty years^'nd scattered them upon the floor, | us in the face, in direct contradiction to this 
they woi^d permit lift, humble* gleaners, to,; assertion : that act velates to the regulation 
collect anati^ earry home with us the fr.'ig- | of the slave* tiade on the coast of Atvica. It 
meflts; we wiy^^rcasure up the preambles |,i.s not my business to make di^tiiiciioiis be- 


afld provisions ^flich they have cqntenip- 
4 gpusly reiectedr’^yi^-ttiose shall be our jus¬ 
tification : for theuest, Jet them leave us to 
>«God and to'our o'v^ conscience^; but if we 
ask ihe^ not to Rouble themselve# about 
defence, leL*^hem recollect, fha^Vpon 


cur 


j, 1^ 

the subject cC^e shave Trade it ill ^ecomes a | merely for property taken away, 
member of the par]iament*of Great Britain j losses to be susiainedf How, let me 


to ctig^natize the instruments wlW^h that 
legislature has deludt^ into a cripne (if we 
are so to 8aU it), of which the nation has 
f^ketted the gains.—I am Iwrejed Jo adverfc 
to that compensation whicii is Sue, as 1 
(q Utose whose |>rupcrLies bill 


twixt the'African and*}rVest Ihdiaii slave 
trades, but ^he former is not the part of ibe 
trade for which parliament has ever expressed 
a predilection, and yet, in the l. 5 tli .section 
of the act®I have mentionetl, there is a large 
and liberal provision of compensation, not 

but for 
ask. 


did such a eJaufe .find its way into that bill } 
His Majesty’s approbation lor the cousidc-' 
ration of the subject was certainly first ob¬ 
tained, and then the house did, upon deli¬ 
beration, seethe policy and the justice of 
admitting that provision. Why then, in. 
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the name of justice, has even a deliberation 
upon the question, as applied \o this bill, 
been denied to us? We are assured that 
we shall sustain no injury, ana, cm the con* 
trary, that the colonies are to be greatly 
beuufiled by the abolition. Are they sincere 
who advance thiseipinion (Messrs. Wilber* 
•force, Jacob, &c. &cd? Then,, sir, at how 
cheap a rate might the^, in this instance, 
hdve the grace of relieving apprehensions, 
of removing objections,Vi^of connecting a 
measure certainly of innovation anfl violence 
with a display of uniform and consistent jus¬ 
tice ! But, on the other hand, we are told, 
take caie how yon^dmit any consideration 
of conipcnsn^ion, for the whole revenue of 
England might not suffice for the claims it 
would OLcasiun. Are th'jy sincere who ad¬ 
vance ihis opinion (Mf. Whitb\jpatl)? Then 
how cautious should we be of incurring f 
loss of such magnitude, that the whole reve¬ 
nue of il^ country may be too little to make 
it good. I am aware that thosd who main- 
tain this last opinion have alledged,^ that 
Cimipt’iisation may he demanded for volun¬ 
tary and exaggerated losses, and fur a sacri¬ 
fice of extravagantly computed prospective 
profits. Sir, there could no such dangers 
incurred under a clause wisely restyictvd to 
real and substantial losses—a clause framed 
^ith reference to precedents that already 
exist in the siatute-book, and ex^-v^ssed. in 
terms of additional precfRition, euggested by 
the present caseT Is it pretended, sir, that 
this bill can operate without unmerited in- 


T 

versal of those statutes. Uoderstandin^&i« 
to be the hon. baronet's opinion^he yill - 
correct me if 1 have ‘mistaken it), 1 mst 
say,*ihat it is an qpinion repuglant to^ery 
principle of justice, humanit)^ and^lmund 
policy.—One ill effeitf that mi^fesurtlTrom 



upon tne comnavr^dl wi 
country. What have AierchaDt adventurer* 
to trust to but writtemlaws ? 7'hey cannot 
call into ^question wwtl^or the Jegitihitors 
wI)o passed those l^ivy were more or less 
wcUinfcij^efi, and hacflur*iiad not the fullest 
lights u^n the subject. Sir, twtyiiy-fiveor 
thirty years ago, when I commenced mer¬ 
chant, had I canvassed botlf-houses of par- • 
liament for an opinion how a nieicantile 
capital could be^advenkired in torei^i com- 
q^erce the mo^t advam^eoasly to the public, 
nine out of every ten would have advised me 
to emb^k it upon*the cultivation of the co¬ 
lonies ; and in this reign two actn h.'>v|; been 
passed, encouraging loafis, one from British , 
subjects and one from foreigners^ for that 
purpose; and yet, in this very reign, the 
security of those ujio lent money in faith of 
tj^ose acts, is, without compensation, to be 
violated; for an ^estate that may be at any ^ 
lime cultivated by the purchase of negroes 
(whether more or less of that de«Tiptiou be 
now upon R) is, in the West India colonies.^ 
a valid security; but* lantl 4^pcu;ed of 
privilege and u«e, is nut so. I cannot, sir, 
but look with despondency' to tlie efiect this 


jury to individualsr or does the house adopt] example must have upon commcri-ial confi- 
thc sentiments which I i*eard, with the ut- deuce and credit. You will still, I doubt 

_.. _._ t. _ , _ ••_ I _...._1_^___ _ 


most surprise, fall from an hon. baronet r— 
sentiments which did appear to me so ex¬ 
traordinary and objectionable, that 1 cannot 
Mpress myself freely concerning them, un¬ 
less the hon. baronef (sij P. Francis) be pre¬ 
sent. 


not, have your loan contractors, your lottery 
coiftractors, your barrack contractors, and 
t[ie swarms that hang upon ^^our revenuoi 
deparfjncints may increase perhap*f as tivs 
matter they have to feed upon wil^miiiish; 
And now, sir, s^ing him present, l] but the ard«U ancf advonturous^iril whiclw. 

has created and sustained ft|!^'onimercial 
character of this countryhas * Aised 
other fyuits beneath anot»r sun,* and ren- ■ 
dered every quarter ACuiu^'orld the Iheaft^ 
of British industry, and tfe source of British 
wealth, canlexist only lunj^r an uniform and* 

1 consisfent protection the legislature, 

I and.* u'antincr llmt. —f.hatrA 


shall state what I understood him to pro¬ 
nounce as his deliberate opinion (referring 
not to slaw traders oir^Llie coast of Africa, 
but to the West India plantejp and mer¬ 
chants); and if I heard him right, it was, 
that no person who had been concerned in a 
trade which parliament has recenfly declared 
to be contrary to justice, humanity, *and I an(l,*j*'antihg llwt, muX^expire.—I.havd^ 


sound policy, can, in respect of losses sus- sir, now^only a few words t^eWdressTto my 
tained in that trade, ftiake sut to parliament bon. friend^ cdhnecfced with the colonics, 
a case that ought to be hdkrd for compen- who Iftfre given their support to thi‘> liill. 

f¥'l _ i _ 1 _ . .1 _ . . .-I ¥ __ __ 1 _ .1 _ .T . 


sation. The hon. baronet tlius puts out of 
the protection of the law a large class *of 


6f ancient statutes as their authority, and 
whose claim is precisely founded on the re- 

^ Voi.. IX, 


Let me them whift is toc'ir sifuation be¬ 
fore it passes, and what will be^lheir sitUM- 


British subjects, who can plead a long series Ltion when it ix passed ? They have now*a 

_.. .1 •. •. «r, __ r _r .i..?__.1_ 


long series of legisbrive authcritie» to r e fer, 
to, support of those cstablUhmenta*ft^' 
1 C • * • 




It caltiration on which their property has 
eot embaiked. To-morrow those esta- 
l^ishments, and that cultivation, will bu as 
were under an interdict, and as e-epro- 
^d by ’he legUlatuA. My hon, friends 


w, takei^ up their opinions on 
and have rejected \wth scorn, 
which has* been odTered to 
istinct cliaractef and class 
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becomijig warmth, I shall to-morrow be sor¬ 
ry for It 4' the bouse will, I trust, regard it 
as the effort of an expiring fiame, the spasm 
before dissolution. Believing, as in since¬ 
rity and Sobriety I do, that it' this bill pass, it 
condemns the colonies to a decay more or 
less rapid, I could not bring myself to say 
less in jus^ificafion cf the opposition 1 have 
given, and mustjcontinue to give to it; but, 
sir, 1 have done, and cannot foresee that 1 
shall again at^ ani/time have to tro.,jletbe 
house On this stbject, unless it chance that 
on the one hand consequences I do not now 
look for sliould demand from me rctrariions 
or concessions, which shall, in that case, be 
freely made before they are called for, or that 
I should, on the other hand, be compelled 
to submit to the house cases of individual 
distress and injury priginating in this bill. 


ha 
ha 

CO 

*tha 

them, as 

from ihcH^ fellow colonists. If they could 
possiijjy have felt iiy complacency in that 
distinction, they n/ist know that to-morrow 
that too will loso ity'alue. My Jion. friends 
will not believe I speakjjjy oum senti- 
nionts, fpr I acknowledge no gdtlt imputa¬ 
ble to any of ns j but those who call us all 
guilty may Itfok upon them as pnrticipes 
erhninist useful while retained as evidences, 

or detached from their ^complices, but, __^ ^ w ^ 

when the cause is* over, subject to the in-4 and humb'iv praTing for compensation; 

_ _ _ M A. ^ ^ A \ % *1 __ J 


difference, nek tef use a stronger te^ui, 
which generally attends that description of 
.psrsous. Are my hon. friends flattering 
tlieilisdves (1 knojf' thet^ome of them have 
»o done) that here the matter ends, and 
that, ill future, the colonist will enjoy his 
property without molestation? Have they 
not heard, sir, is not the alarm-bdl of fur¬ 
ther innovation yet ringing in their erfrs, 
have they heard a yobiig nob’eman, of 
great hope, and cS the highest connections 
in this country, announce a mAsuie tending 
‘.jdiiecily to .euianripahon ? That young no- 
ofeman bh treat^ like a g^lLmt -oldier 
who outsteps ‘the line, and anticipates the 
charge; but tiie line is advanriug, and the 
charge will soon he made. Where then 
^ will my honor ib|p friends t.ake their stand 
Are they pledged to go all lengths, are 
they, by a late hebitation And repentance, to 
‘ lose tlys m€r‘‘t of iheif former cqticessiods ? 
•Had th cv not better, even if they o6jecl pot 
to this^, lay hoU of the la\j'S which liave 
hitherto ^^tqpted them, and demand com- 


should this last, sir, be my lot, and should 
even the worst I have contemplated come to 
\>ass, I shail not think that the language of 
reproaeh will avail any thing uiid'*r such cir¬ 
cumstances, neither will I (and flir this the 
hon. gent, whom 1 oppose ought to thank 
me) atth.it time undertake their defence and 
justification. I will not say that 1 knew 
many of these abolitionists who, with tlie 
excepflon of their prejudices on this subject, 
were^miich like oilier men j and that, had I 
bcenj^iit, thank God 1 was not, like them, 
misled by d*^.usiv« ^heorits, deceived by false, 
exaggerated, or partial accounts of what has 
passed, and is passing in Afi it a and the Wei't 
Indies; instigated by popular clamour (it¬ 
self artificially ant^ enthusiastically excited); 
and fascinated by oratory, 1 might with 
them have given niy voice for a measure 
which has proted destructis'e ut its,^>bject, 
and has sacrificed one main source of ouri..a- 
tional prosperity. • 

Sir Philip Frantis bad never said, that the 
persons engaged in the slave trade were out 


pegsaiion as the condition of theirj of the protection of^he law. Wh.at he had 

passive concunjhce’ they w'lll soon* find j staled on a fotnicr night v.a^, that he would 
^emselvcs uncttinguis|u.‘d from *ub who ' not be a parly to*any priHecdiug of that 

house, which should pledge to any compen¬ 
sation for any future losses that might arise 
from any nicnsure under tlisciission. Ho 
had asserted that, on general piinciplos, there 
could be no claim for losses snsiaiued by a 
transaction whk'h ihehnuse had declared to 
I be contrary to yastice, humant'y, and policy; 


from thcTVPWithstood these imioia- 
tions—undisl'ngi|Uhed, excejliug by the 
•bilter^consciouy<e* of having been aiding 
.^nd dohsentiiigt/ their ,own destruction ; 

•and Ij^ey cont«ited with us fo walk 

• througb’^^l^irc wdtji a.brand6pon their 
backs^ i^b^ enjoy*a^short prosperity, i? 
will be a, prosperity Wasted by obloquy and ! and be still adhered to that op'ution. He had 
■ reproach;!, if they fall, on the cohtrary, as I j gone further with rcspccl to Trinidad; for 
Ji^ieve they will, they will fall unpitied and 
^Dpn^ected.—Sir, if in wdjpt \ have said I 


‘luve ei^ressed myself at any time wiUi un- 


‘ihat was a modern establishment, and l)»c 
speculations had been undertaken in fhvit 
i^and, with a knowledge of the resolutioQ 
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of pnriiament of 1792, that the traJ^houW 
be aboliiihed after a certain time, fie should 
feel it his duly to resist any application from 
that island, at the same lime thatjhe would 
be as ready as any hon. member to grant 
compensation for losses which might be sus¬ 
tained by the operafion of jfie bill, upon a* 
apecial case being mad% out. • 

Mr. /,^//eZoff,'lboughh»liadnot the pre¬ 
sumption to suppose that he^onld place the 
arguments that had alreii^*been ^yiployed 
in the difterent stages of tliis measure in a 
stronger light, or a more persuasive ffjrm, 
could n<»t yet content himself with giving a 
silent vote upon this occasion. The slave 
trade was so* enormous and horrible, that 
there was no parallel to it in the annals of 
the world. He was glad Uiat the measure of 



its abolition was at length arrived at its last ! sources of proctfring sIjwcs were cut olF by 


stage; though lie was sorry that any altera¬ 
tion had been made in thepreamble, becau'.e 
lie could dot reconede to himself any coiui 
promise upon the subject. He \va^convinced 
that none of the imputed (:ous< rjuences w#uld 
follow from the adoption of the measure. 

Mr. V 'ilKirnton obscM*vcd, that it did 
not signify to the liou^e what IiCo Afriennus 
or .Mr. Park might have thoil^ht of the slave 
trade, as they were themselves nirtre uniipe- 
tent to decide upon the facts before them, 
Jn a communication which be had wijH Mr. 
Park, however, th-tJ gen^nian| though he 


that had ever existed in the world, 
slave was called to work half an hoift' bef^e 
sun r^se, and was dismissed from work liilf 
an hour after sun s^t, and, tins sriod 
bour, with the intermission of two ho'ftf in 
the course of the day, <vas greatJ^an cluld 
be borne in aljopical climatg&TiJfry w^e 
besides wgrked tfndcr the practice 

which had never obtainecHfi^any years; and 
men, and boys, and girlf of tender a^, and 
women in ay advanced stage of pre^ancy^ 
were subjected to blowJat.the discretion of 
the driver.® The sla\yrvin the West Indies 
was mucl^iVBre severe\hari in the ancient 
world j for shortly after tlie propagation of 
Christianity, slavery was done away. Here 
the hon. member read an extract from the 
historian Gibbon, to shew that, when the 


biudibusly avoidej^^nng any d«%isive o»i- 
nion as to the etfcrls of the abolition (d the 
slave trade, admitted that flie justice of such 
a measure 
This measure 


the union of Asia and Afri<V v^ ith the Ro¬ 
man empire, the Ruyians obtaineJ tliein by 
the more tedious method of propagation, 
w'hich wa.s promotedJ>y mild irLdtincnr^nnd’* 
encouraging marriage, 'flicse were the facts 
upon which the advocates of the bill sup¬ 
ported it. Rut U would likewise have (he 
elect ofproTuotingl^iecivilization of Afrlcii, 
which was .shut out at present from every 
side of the coast. *7 his measure w'ould place 
both Africa and the Wet^t Imlies in a better 
condition, ai*^ have the effect of putting an 
end to*thc wars, crimes, and kidnappwigs, 
W'hich were itsoried lf» in AfricfciHo obtrfirf* 
slaves. Of ^.11 the sUves ibat-were brought 
trom lliat country, not one was tak?n nj.'ou 
did not allow of an argument, ytist grounds ; but the instances were num- 
! would iiot^ndy throw wide d^erle.ss of those taken by fraud and criminal 
open tlic doors of civ ii'iz.iiiou for Africa, but j art dices. He considered the tradea.sa crime,* 
lay the first stone fjr the e^iablishmcnt of j and ift abolishing K, the house wa.s ^jerform- * 
tli^ha(lj;iness of the West Indies. As Ibis j in^ a primary duty ; tj'.e fir-t <lutt of parlia- < 
countiy was the balance for the great pow*er | ment bein^io provide for the freedom of the* 
on the continent, they ought to attend to the ] subject, and that no^mai^slionld rdc^i\’e in¬ 
grounds upon which its m?ans were founded, iyiry from anfttber. Alter a fev^observa- - 
and particularly in its colonies. Measures . tions on the Sierra [.eone e>tab^/finierit, Jjie 
were to be taken for the'mprovement of the |•luJn. piember concluded b^i^irSig his hearty- 
condition of* the mass o/* the^eople in the ! .support U> the bill. 

•ister kingdom; an hon. gcnt»of great | Captain Herbert the measmf? 

weight in that house (Mr. ^Yllitb^ead) from ■ fraught with ruin to theAolonies and the 
his character and talents, had bro^ht for- commercial pAsperity of yVeountry.^ Ho-* 
ward measures for the improvement of t|^e . complaineclof the style oi\d\lamation* and *, 
mass of the people in this country; measures commoa-place expfei^jions and -hn- • 

had on a foimer occasion been taken to cor- ' nianity, generally delivered wira*much*elo- 
rect abu;ies which were said fo have existed quence, with|whidi* this measure had been 
in the East Indies; and he wAild ask, whe-| supported It w'as roojish,not bla^yhl- 
ther it was not right that they .should take^ mous, for tlvem to graft on their ihqpries the 



that the system was more stvci-e than anv the evildi might do lo ourselves, and| havifie 
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spared the quantity of good and evil that i ordinsTii^roode of labour to lashes, as he him- 
ght ^ult from it, if the former should self had r«end by experience. He positively 


ponderate, to consider 'whether this was a 
xn^ntnt ah which they, could atfurd to en- 
coii^ter solmichsivil. if this country were 
to^i hdsaMT its capital from the slave trade 


ourtneiTU 


asserted, 'that when women were pregnant 
all idea cf labour was at an end. His ne- 
.^roes hai brought him, on a fear of scarcity, 
about a thousand pounds in gold; which was 


ould be enabled to carry it on la proof that negroes ,iind, in general, not 


upon bel^n^Vms, because'the price of the 
slave woult^^Krwer on the coast. But the 
Trans-AlLiiuic matiket was but a small part 
of thti^lave market} The empire of Moioc- 
co. and the great qmpires in the interior of 
Africa, took oti'file greatest portion of them. 
If he lhou,»hi that * ae.e existqsl the cruelties 
alledged Jn the treatment of th'G'slaves, he 
shouid riot oppose the measure. But he had 
been in all our Westlndiacolonies, in all the 
islands belonging to other nations, and he 
thougfit the condition of th^ labourers in the 
West Indies as happy,as that of the peasantry 
in any nation dr Edfope. The sway of Uie 
whites was mild, but the tyranry of the 
-blacks was really a whip of scorpions. If 
thisSiill were to br pasted, the emancipation 
w'onld follow. He had been in the empire 
of Hayti, and conversed with all classes from 
^ the field negro to the field oilicer, and he 
could assert, thatjthey Had not w'i.sbed for lt» 
berty when it was offered to them, but pre¬ 
ferred the mild gnvernmeht of the w hites to 
tlie severe oppression of the blacks. 

Mr. T. Plummer was as 'much^ an ad- 
‘vvocite for liberty aa qny man, but thought it 
v'ery'dangerous to propagate siich an idea 
among the unenlightened negroes. It was 
to be recollected how much Great Britain 
had already lost in her colonial strength, by 
. the diiiciissioD of these abstract principles* 
to that she owed the revolt and loss of her 
American polonies, and it behoved lier to be 
awaie^of propagating notions of political rrght 
*among a people so unintelligent anerso cryiily 
provokJlIl to revolt as Hhe n«groes. \Viih 
regard to^e» supply of negroes to (he colo- 
jiiiB, as it^A^eared on all hands at least aJ 
" questionable pdWt, that the negro popifialion*^ 
^ gpuld be kept mtwhhout any farihf r impor¬ 
tation, be recoiilf&^ded rather a suspension 

• of the trade thant^a total abolition, in older 
1 that >b experifoeiit might be fairly made 
** upon this impoiVnt question. * • 

• hW, .Bam/J^wid, feat the total time of 

• labour was only ten boprsi Tb^v/hip of a 
dwver was never used, ^tough^t w^^former- 
Ij i ^nd*it was* no more now than the 
mace wae to knock down mernbers in the 

•lobby. Kcirbrr the drivers nor white sej 
.Vantal^ad power to punis^ without consent 
of the masters. The negroes preferred the 


been so Harshly treated as had been apprer- 
bended. 

Mr. if. Thornton still maintained that he 
was correct in*ifce, f*oinls be had stated. 

Mr. Secretary tU'indhain remarked, that 
although the oterseers of plantations made 
use of tnc whip, that did nut prove that the 
negroes were treaTciI with cruelty ; but, af¬ 
ter all, it w^as not the intention ct the houi>e 
to aboli^ll slavery, but the slave trade. 7 ’heie- 
fore, when the anti-abolitionists spoko of the 
miserable condition of the sla\es, they were 
arguing against themselves, innsniucii ns it 
was no part of the present bill to abolish sla¬ 
very in the AVest Indies. Slavery was as an • 
cient as the days of Homer, who said, take 
from a man bis liberty, and you take from 
him h s virtue. Still slavery w'as a degrading 
situation for man, and it w'as to be wished 
that it could be abolished. Slaver)', how¬ 
ever, differed ^ cry much, as to degree, in 
different countries; and he could not but be¬ 
lieve, upon the testimony adduced, that the 
authority exercised over the negroes in the 
AVest^dies was much less than in most 
other coin2.liies <^nvery existed at all. 

But even if this meastite'were carried, sla¬ 
very would continue in the AVest Indies; 
and th()«e advocates for the measure were 
not con'«i»tcnt w'ith themselves, who argued 
from principles of strict right and justice in 
favour of the present measure, and yet did 
not follow up their own j)rinciples, by eman¬ 
cipating the present slaves in the AVest *?n- 
dics. The right Jioii. sec retary proceeded 
to observe, that such a question, the 
house ought not to go upon abiirnct princi¬ 
ples of right, but upon the consideration af 
the consequences of the measare, and the 
possible ruin of the Bi itish empire resulting 
from it. *A$ to Africa, this measure would 
produce no benefit to that country, for there 
would nfil be less slavery after our abolishing 
iHe trade than before it: in the West Indies 
it Would tend to produce discontent among 
the negroes; to indtviduaia it would be a 
great loss and injustice, and would prove 
nfinous tODombers who had a claim to the 
*protectioa of this country. France and other 
rival nations would ^inost probably refuse re 
imitate our example, and would redouble 
tlui traffic to our ruia. Nor was this a t'uce 
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to Venture such an experiment. W^^ere ' try. He painted in strong colours the mw- 
engaged in a dangerous war with jlK)werful | tality which took place among our tcpopa'Hn 
ent my. Was it not also, a time tope strict- : the West Indies, and cc^tended, that if ye 
ly econo nical ? Were thi-y not calfid t(* at- I coold*recover all ous brave coun Jymen ^/ho 
tend to cjndle ends and pheese 'parings? j had been sacrificea in tHat cJiDtry,^' 4 hey 
‘ id. at such a time, should parliament would he cheaply pvchased wthe r^in« 
-nk of ilii'uwin^nv'ay such a resource asii quishmCht ot all the riches whi^ bad flowed 
_ e West India islani^ ? D?tl th^y not see from it. He ri(|iculed the idj^of the colb-, 
empire alter empire tiimb^ng like so many j iiies qaittmg the protectios^ir Britain; they 
nine pins all around them; He knew tli'ere | had too much good sen^^to take such a rash 
were some of hts hon. I'rVnfl? who would tell ^ step ; for they must well know, tha'^as we 
him the present nieasuie Tended to*^eciirity were masters of the ^Ai, we must also be 
against such dangers. He wished it might, masters the soil. ICor did he apprehend 
but he feared it. It this qnesiioii was one | that the addition of*tli^ slave trade woifld 


And. 
th 
llie 


of feeling merelyi irtl their feelings must be 
alike; but lip deprecated their feelings run¬ 
ning away with their better judgment. It 
was not true that pniliameiit was about to 


cause any insurrection among the blacks. 
Had it not been in agitation for^^O yeacs, 
and had there been the least *fcrment among 
them in consequence ? After a warm pane- 


aboitsli the slave trader they w’^ e only abo- gyric on his late right friend (Mf. Fox), 
lishiiig their share in it} and it was evetf \^ho had the aholitiou ever at heart; aodoa 
doubitul, if, after all. this measure would, in his hon. friend (ilr. A^beftorce), by whose 
any degree, diminish the liaflic in shues on I unweariM exertiuhs the question had at 


the coast of Africa, i Ic wi«heil*liis forebo¬ 
dings and fears might go no farther ; bpt, at 
any rate, he must renonnee the honour and 
glory of eft'ecting a measure v. hiih would be 
productive, as some gentlemen expected, ot 
such salutary cftVctsj at tlv same time, dis 
claiming ai;y share in the {lerniiioqs conse¬ 
quences, wliicii, to his apprehension, w'ere 
much more likely to accrue from iw adop¬ 
tion- ^ ^ 

•Mr. Shtr'uUvr^m^tf^^ to ^i< np;ht hon. 
friend, w’ho, m sa) ing that tlie same argu¬ 
ments which applied to the ab(iliti(/n of the 
slave trade, aUu applied to ilie aholitum <'1;^ 


Icngtli been brought to a successful terminal- 
tion, hc.concluded%y delating, that he had 
never given a vote with more heartfelt satis- * 
faction than that whu h be should give on 
the motion bcibre ^he bouse. 

I.ortT CaslhreQiih lamented his difference 
in Opinion frorq his hon. friend (Mr Wil-* 
berlbrcc). However the right hon. gent, 
who had just snt down, might, by t':e supe* 
rior lirilliaifcy of his geniii.s ana ingenuitv of 
argument, disguise Uie tync^tioq. it was.im¬ 
possible that the measure pow before the 
house could ever accomplish what the liberal 
mird of his hon. Irieiul had for so many years 
slavery, had blendetl things wliicli ouglil ! in contemplation. I’lie only result would 


to be kept disiinri. "Jhc cmc was in 011? 
power, the other was in our hope, but uot 
at piesent in our power. AV’.ih i\.q»rci to 
^le treatment of .sl.vcs in the West h.^Hes, 
he wanted no testim^nv on i!i<it subject. 
Despotism must lead io«ctuelty. As in the, 
words of Shakespeare, ** Mercy is twice 
blest, it blesseth hinl tliiit gi^c.s and him 
that takes;’* so de^pofjsai wis twice airsea. 
It cursed him that exerci>ed it^ and him on 
whom it was exercised. He trusted- there¬ 
fore, that the present measme wa> llie pre¬ 
amble of the future; but at thi^ssme time 
‘ he was aware that the ultimate step must be 
taken with the utmost tenderness, caution, 
and deliberation. giv«? immediate free¬ 

dom to men who bad alw'a^ been accustom¬ 
ed loslavety, would be priKluctiveof themoSt 
lerious consec|uencea. With regard to fhe 
wealth derived from the West Indies, wej 
%ad paid for it more than ** human sinews 
^ugbt and sold*’ ever produced to this coun- 


be, that perhaps the attschmenr to the nlo*» 
ih<w country wi^'Id U* a little shaken, thw 
people in onr West Indi.a eulogies might 
dt iven tA import cuittrary to the wisfc and or¬ 
der of parliament, and the numl^^ of deaths 
would luos^probably bb increas^. 

Mr. /f^iZ/rr/brct* called m^^i^eriousJy the 
atte.ition of <he house lo.tWpoint towhich^ 
ihequ^'ition was now Bright. They had^ 
for the present no objcry-amedialely bcdbK 
them, but that of puttii^ a stop directly to 
the carrying men in Brip^ ships to be sold" 
as sltfVes in the British iisi^ds in .the West 
Indr^, *If that* nieasurL\sMs |to be shortjp^ 
carried into execution, he s^uld thifik that 
his labour for tiiQfie«19 years past would bb 
amply*aewarded: 4 >ut still, be mustqpiffess, 
that he sly^uld have abother objeA after that 
in view, and that he looked forward to a still 
more happv clptnge in the state of the ne¬ 
groes in the West India islands. According 
to thq plain rules of common sqpsq. hisjo^i-' 
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cal Mend on the other side of the house 
(Mk Wkidham) must be in error ; we 
were not to say that because a man had two 
wou«s we sliould refrainlfrom ciSringone, 
becau^ it w£ not^n our power to heal up 
both {he ifbuds imnlbdiately. The right 
• bon. genf. see, without .entering into 
«ny*metaphysial discussion^ that tjie great 
Author of our beVd^i^ad ordained, that the 
duty and happiness oi mankind should be 
closely AnnecteJ. if was our duty to put 
a stop as speedily as^cKsible to the U'atHc and 
•aJe of our fellow ine» and notwkhstand- 
«ng the forebodtngslofche noble Iffr^Castle- 
^ghj, ht^* had reason to h(){>e mat we 
should have the happiness to see that snitig- 
gling would be aS easily prevented in that as 
in any article that was at present attempted 
to be deSlt in contrary^o law.* He thought 
" it to be an act c^' dii^’o towards the many, 
great and enlightened statesmen that had 
aupported him in the accoinplishing hf tins 
object yliich he bad roost dc^^rly at heart, to 
i^nowledge (he libefalit/ with which they 
bad set asi^e all lesser diflercnces, and united 
their efforts with this great measure, for 
promoting the happiness of mankind. I'he 
chearfulness with which it was supported by ^ 
h)ost of the leading members.of the present 
administration, he hoped was a favourable 
omen of what might be expected f^oni tlieni 
at any tjme hereafter, when questions were 
to V^«deeid(;(Lr(>t^ tbe gneat-and immutable 
principles of trutli, justice, and Iitimanity. 

Mr. H^indkam stated, in explanation, 
that bis opinions on this question bad been 
tioiformly guided by the autliurity of Mr. 
Burke, who bad entertained an idea of the 
gradual abolition of slavery, aed of course df 
tbe slave trader in a manner totally different. 
irops that^roposed by the* present nicasiire. 

Mr. Wnlif^ofce observed, that the right - 
bpn. gent. haJ never mentioned life name of ■ 
Mr. '!^rke in nte^speecb, and therefore had 
^rigfft to shellel^i^self under his authorj- 
The plan right hon. gent., had 
alladad to, be haoLfidt^fl requested to see, 
and could never cbin a sight of. Tliis, 
tboyvever, Jbe coul^wer, that iMr. Burke 
badofteirstated b^^n private and jn*that 
’^fiofise, to himiandi«lD maqy others, thah^e 
bad abibdonolMiis former ideas gn the 
subject, and thought exactly is they did. 

MA- JVindham appealed to tne hduse, 
whether he liad not quoted the authority of 
Mr. Burke. * 

Mr. Barham stated that tb^ pbn^of Mr. 
Burke ha^been put into his ‘banns, for the 
purp<^ of^is.making some observaiLqps in 


his pli 
loudly a 
cleared, 
and past 


upon it.—The question was then 
[fed for, when the gallery was 
fut the bill was read a third time# 
without a division. 


HOUSE .OF COMMONS. 

• Tue^faif, AIhrch 17 * 

[Minutes.]—T hef house ballotted for 
•committees to take into runsi leration the 
petitions compjpining of undue returns for 
Glasgow^.nul for N/wry, but the reduced list 
fur the latter place^only was presented at the 
bar. The namtrs were as follow : G H. 
Cavendish, esq. hon. M. G. J. Stewart, J. 
Gnmston, esq. J. Smith*, esq. right hon. W. 
Dnndas, lord C. Fitzroy, J IVnt, esq. G. 
Wentworth, esq T. Steele, e.sq T Codring- 
ton, e.sq. sir W. Curtis, right hon. C. Ba¬ 
thurst, lords C. H. Somerset. Nominees 
—lord Temple, R. M. Biddulph, esq. 

[Liverpool Planters* Pefition.].— 
Mr. lioscoc presented a l*cti!ioii of several 
planters, merchants, and others, at the port 
of Ltyerpool, inteiesred in the Btirish West 
India.colonics, setting forth, ** That the j>eti- 
tioners have, fur a lung time past, felt 
severely the pre.ssurc of the heavy duties on 
Sugar, the produfe of the British West India 
colonies, though they have hitherto endea¬ 
voured to sustain them, aware of the exi- 
gencie»^f the pu^lic service, and hoping 
that tiie perio^ was not fjr remote, w'hen, 
by the happy evenT“W^ * 4 ^restoration "of 
peace, their burthens would be lightened ; 
and that the ^>etitio(icrs now find these hopes 
yiot only rendered distant, by the failure of 
Bie late negociation,»but by the new Plan of 
Finance lately submitted tq the house by the 
chancellor of the exchequer, in danger of 
being altogether dcitroyed, it being theldfect 
of this plan to render permanent that part of'' 
the duties on Sugar*wh*ich, by the existing 
Jaws, would cease \t^th the war, a circum¬ 
stance which the petitioners view with great 
«tlarm } and that ihes/duties press at present 
with peculiar se^riiyjan the (TCtitibners, and 
all persons qpnnccted with the West India 
colonics, in consequence of those measures 
of hostility against British commerce, 
which thc^recent successes of the enemy 
have enabled him to enforce in almost all 
the ports of (lie continent, whereby exporta¬ 
tion has been in^ededto an extent hitherto 
unexampled, ana the natural effects of an 
overcharged market have been and are felt 
ig a ruinous depressiou of prices; and that 
• the petitioners acknowledge with thank¬ 
fulness the measures which have already 
been taken by the house with a view to their. 
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relief, bnt consider them quite inadeap4fe to' 
produce that eHectual relief to nich the 
petitioners conceiie themselves vstly en 
titled i and that the petitioners'hujibly sug¬ 
gest the following measures as calculated to 
aflbrd them further relief; namely, 1 . A 


those oat&s, declarations, and tests, which 
are now riMuired by law of persons adihUp 
ted into omces and stations of ci^il t^t 
and ^thOr^jy j and that the petitioners! do 
verily believe, all fhese tjestrai^ts and ob¬ 
ligations, whether they have! respect to 


reduction in the rate of duty on British! employj^ients of a cifil orans^af and^mi- 

1 . .. —, • mL i!u L_ _e _„^i_1 -..I t_* ii_ 


plantation sugar : 2 . ’^Thateliberty be given 
to the colonies to barter sugar and coffee, as 


states, in return for lumter^d other neces¬ 
saries,' for a needful su|^)ly of which the 
colonies depend on an intercourse with those 
states; 3 . That permission be granted to 
the distillers and brewers, Ut use sugar in 
their respective processes, whcji its price, 
compared wiPli that of grain, may induce 
them,so to do ; apd therefore praying, that 
these measures, or such of them as jnay be 
deemed expedient by*tlie hmite, or othen 
measures adequate to the relief of the Pe- 


litary nature, to be no other iKg' greater tl^n 
are indispensably requisite for the mainte* 


well asrumandmobsses, Ivilh the American | nance and security of tl^ fnonarchy and the 

church, as they are nov' happily established 
in this united kingdom | and therefo^ pray* 
ing, that the above-nieiltioned bill may not 
pass into a*law ; andati^t the house in iff 
wisdom v/lll^ pleased wifi'to maintain.and 
piescrve inviolate those laws, wh*4i'b expe* 
rience has proved to be the best safe-guards, 
under divine p!\»vidence, of our present 
happy constitution both in church and^state.** 
Ordered, Thaf the biid^etitiondo lie upon 
table until the !»a1d»biild>e read a second 


titioners,^under their present burthens and j time. . . 

distress, may be adopted and parsed into « [Abolition of Slaveht.] Earl Pprejr 
Lavv."—(.)rdered. That the said petition be rose in pursuance of^thejiotice he ha'd^iven 


roferre<l to the consideration of the ^lect 
committee, to whom the petition of several 
planters, rnerch.ints, mortgagee-*, annnitants, 
and o.liers, interested in tjje British West 
India colonies, is referred. 

fPKTITION FROM THP. UNIVFRStXY OF 
Oxford AGAINST thk i^oMAN Catholic 
Army Ser\ ICE Bill] The Mar^fuis of 
presentei^jjj^itiou fforn Uiechan 
cellor, masterji^lfcrstdiolars, *d the uni¬ 
versity of Oxfoid j taking notice t>f the 
bill for enabling his majesty to avail himself 


therein mentioned; and setting forth, That 


to move for leave to bring in a bill for the 
gradual abodlicn of slavery in his majesty** 
colonics in the West Indies. His lordship 
expatiaieri feelingly* on the wanton crueltiet 
exercised on the unhappy negroes iu the 
plantations, as de^'olopcd in the late discus¬ 
sions. 'I’he object of his bill was to prevent 
the rcpetitinsi of horrors, at tlie very idea of 
whichVvery m^n in that house must shudder. 
If it had been eftahlRhed, as Bwtnisied 
had been ?*.ta!>li'hed, that H*.e slave trade 
was contrary to the principles of justice. 


of the services of all Ins liege subjects in fhumnnity and sound jiolicy, and that tbere- 
his naval and military hvee^, in the manner^foro it o;.giittobe aholisiied ; it necessarily 


lollov. isl, tint slavery its«^f was contrary to* 
the jjptitioncrs contemplate, with much the piinciplcs of justice, humanity and* 
QINicern and anxiety, tlie progress of a sound policy, and ought also to fce nl^diabed. • 


bill, which in their apprehension, if it | It wns,»however, hy no means his intentio* 
should pass into a law^ will break down' to*propose ^ly injmediato abolJlioflj whait 
one of the strongest irirrters, ^ai^ed by Ihe'^liB had in *ew was, that ihe^hildren of 
wisdom of our ance^^^)r.-., for (he di.reni-'* si iveshorn after a c«rtain (im^‘to be fixed 
and security, of our civil an 

gi 


r<*!igious e.>ia-»i i>y the legidaiure, should bpP ir^ej and ihwi* .. 
blishmenis; and that lli^ jH’titioners cannot a gradiwl and ultiuintely < total extincthm 

3 w^/Lid ra 


look forward without very scrioifc ahirni to of this barbarous usage rake place. BK'f 
the consequrtices of repealing so important lordship concyukd wirli living V Thai leave 
a portion of the statute 2.> Car. eap. 2 , j begivey to brmg in a hilk flfcthegiadualaba.*" 
commonly called theTest act, and of granting I lition.of slavery in his AuieSj^’s colotfies ilUx, 
to persons of all religious p?rsuasii»iis an the \\Vst Iudies.’’t)« the queslif^i being put^ 
unrestrained admissiog into^situiidons even! Lord//r^rtr although it was itiH. 

of the higlicst naval and military coniniand ; possiblq for Igm nof^ tft respect the inolivex 
and that the petitioners sec much reason to and parficipate in tTie Jeelings of fiis'«c 5 »Io 
apprehend that the said bill, if it should friend, yetnleprccated any discussjpn of 
pass into a hw, may lead to the removaV subject at the present momeit. . The abo** 
ako of every similar restraint in matters of. biion of nlietflave trade, and emancipation 
t:ivii concern, and to the abrogation of all | of the slaves, v^ve two distinct questions^ , 
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and it Jud also been maintained by the lead- viSt'C^ing gained an object which was safe- 
i^characteis in that honse, tl)at, in conside- ly attaidAble; they had always declared what 
Twg ttib one, the other ought to be excluded he now lepeated^ that the sole point which 
^om their contemplation. Tc^ eraaflcipate they hn{t in'view was, the abolition of the 
-tiienegro^, would nor be to add to tlieir slave irade, and not of the emancipation 
liappitie|s,| leven if t|^e legislature had a right of the slaves. The enemies of (be abolition 
to interfeiSwith the property of the colonies^ had always confounded'these two ubjetts; 
AUthatcouM be don^ by this country with the frienda of Ehe abolition had always dis- 
aafety add en^:thad alreacfy beenMoiie. He tinguish^ them^ 

pat it,'therefordjx most respeclfullv, but Captain Hcripr/deprecated any tliscu.ssion 
most strongly, to ibis noble friend, either on this subjetfi.^ ^^f a hope remained tliat 
to wittdraw the mdtion for a bill to abolish the colbnies mlgfct be saved, the only mode 
slavery, or to cofici^’iii the previous question, of realizing that hope, would be by shewing 
■which he felt it/o lie his dut)^jto move, that the house would not for a moment ad- 

, Mr. a^en said, that in all great and im- mil the proposal for eihancipation. 
portant •■questions time w-as given for the Mr. Sheridath after the anxious expecta- 
pnrties, who?e interests w^ere affected, to tion which lie had last night expressed, that 
petition against the measure. The present > the bill then passed w'as but the preatAble of 
xnottpn was precipitate, apd precluded the tl.e ultimate mea|urc ot emancipation, 
parties from tliat opportunity. He would ali(/ thought that he should he guilty of the 
ask, was the noble<ord or any one el«ie pre- gro.^scsi inconsistency in giving j silent vote 
pared to offer any remuneranon te the coin- on the present qiic-'t ou. ‘With these iR'iiti- 
.nists, if they should be deprived of the menis hc'nccd scrirccly sav, that the noble 
aervtces of the slaves and their children r enrl had his th.inks for having directed the 
This was a measure which w'ould be fr.iuglit attention of the house to this im|xjriaut 
with min to the colonists, and should iheie- subject, even at that eaily period. The 
fore have his decided opposition. noble earl's statement had been misrepre- 

Sir C. Po/e, while he deprecated the motion senicd. H * haJ never pniposeUtoenfian- 
asfraught with the most dangerous con scqr.6n- chise the living negroes; his measure, as he 
ces, said, he rejoiced that U had been brought understood him, w.is to commeiiie W'iJi 
forward thus early, because it shewed the infaiqs born after a period, w'hlch would 
cloven foot, which bad been Mttemjitcd to rvm.iN a matter of future parliame' tary 
be conceal^ : he believed tint this was om* discuidonr The were tnltiled to 

^n^inobjettin^view by the abo)jtionists, Jt fair dealing on this subject-. If the bouse 
was fraught w^tb much evil, ancl he trusted meant to say, that by abolishing the sl.ive 
at would open the eyes of the public, to trade they had dune all that duty demanded, 
the intentions of the promoters of those and that they wos^d leave the emancipation 
ineasures. , ^ of the slaves to the hazaid of fortuitous 

Mr. If^ilhefforce, had the motion proceed- circumstances, let them be explicit, and say 
from a less respectable quarter, would so; but if there lurked in any man^ mind 
' liave beendi glad as the hon. b4ronet that a secret desire to proceed in that business, 
bad oeen made, because it would shew Uiat asecretconv c ion ^haf more ought tubedone 
be (Mr.'W.), 'and those who ^bought with than had been done, it w'as unmanly, it was 
* |ltm| mad^i^c distinction between the af)(v dishonourable, not to speak out. For one, 
jitipn of tbe^trade and the emancipation of he would boldly detlare that be had further 
■^•fbe slaves, ano^ietonly abstained front pro-* views; he hoped, that*the young nobleman 
posing the latter^ but,were ready fo reject who had done his feelings so much credit, 
a propositi^ when made by otliers, by the proposition which he.tliat evening 
How much soev^' he looked sforward with made, would stand to his ground. If he 
‘•anxious expec^qn to the period \^ 4 icn the persevered in the pursuit of his object with 
^egrc&irmight with'safety; be liberated; he thb same zeal as his Hou. friend (Mr. Wil- 
•bnev^too the efTecT which the lofig con- berforce) had done, he had no doubt that he 
.tinuancC of abject slavei^ produced upon would meet with tiie same success. Ad 
4bf human mind, toAiipk of (heir^smmedi- hon. bart. had talked of a cloven foot; he 
ate ^emancipation; «a measure, which, at pleaded guilty to the cloven foot, but he 
the present moment, would be Injurious to Would say that of the man who expressed 
^bem, and ruinous to the colonies. ^ He, and pleasure at the hope of seeing so large » 
those who acted with hip 4 ^ 4 rere‘ satisfied portion of the human race freed from die 
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tbaddes of tjrraann it ought to be 

said, that be had aiaplay'ed the plmon of an 
angel than the cloven foot of 9 dmon. It 
was true no immediate connection existed 
between the abolition of the Slave tradeand the 
abolition of Slavery, but,the same feelings 
must be roused by the consi^ration of both^j 
questions; and he «iio detested the one 
practice, must also detesll' the other. He 
did not like to hear the term ^^operty applied 
to the subjects of a fr^ Country., Could 
man become the property of man ? A colo¬ 
ny emanating from the free constitution of 
England must carry with it the principles 
of that constitution* and could no more 
shake off its ^ell-kuown allegiance to the 
constitution than it could shake off its 
allegiance to the sovereign. He trusted 


he had been so, on a bequest of slaves beatig 
made to him, emanci^ted them; caus^ 
them^to be conveyed to Pennsylvania, where 
they were*properlJ instjpcMJand where 
their subsequent exemplary conluct was the 
general theme of amiration./ With ^this 
fact before him* should he he told thatjie 
must givCtUp all 4 iope of abiA^ing slavery ? 
No, he would never gi^ It up. He would 
exclaim with the Poet, in the words of the 
motto of the pamphlet i^hich he ha^men* 
tioned, * • • / • 

** I wovl^fiq^have a slave t(^tin my {p’ound, 

** To carry me, to fan nk when 1 sleep, , 
And tremble when 1 wake, fur ail fke sreaifh 

** 1 hai sinews bought and void have ever earn'd.*’ 

Mr. IVUberfnrce, in explanation, denied 
ever having disavowed In’* wish that freedom 

_, j _. t _ « . » . .» 


that the planters might be induced to lead j should ultimatc-iy be ct^municated to the 

* .a T • - ^ * „1 _ TT lit ^ a .1 %• 


the way on the subject of emancipation; 
but he cautioned the house against being too 
sanguine en this subject. Were the plantei^ 
themselves always resident on me islands, 
be should have greater ho})cs; but itawas 
not probable that because cargoes of human 
misery were no longer to be landed on their 
shores, that because tlieir eyes w'crc to be no 
lo^er glutted with the ^ht of human 
sufforing, or their ears pierced wkh the 
cries of human distraction in any further 
importation of negroes, tRat the slinfb-dri- 
vers would soon fo rget th eir hxed habits of 
brunlity, and fo^w^l^reat fbb unhappy 
wretches in thc^rcharge with clemency and 
compassion. Slavery would not wear itself 
out; it would become more rigid, unless 
the legislature became ^ore vigilant, and 


slaves. He had deprtftatfed She discussion at 
present, because looked to the gradual 
improvement of their minds, and to the, 
difTuviun among them gf uhose ddniestic 
charities which wovtld render them more £t| 
than he feared they now were, to bear 
emancipation. 

Mr. ^eter Moore, however strongly ho 
hgd advocated the abolition, w'^as against 
immediate emancipation. The abolition 
would ameliorate the coiutition of the slaves, 
by forcing the West India planter^ to treat 
them well, and they would ultimately be 
prepared to receive freedom. ^Te bofleif 
the noble IBrd would withdraw his motion, 
that he would tuni his nnnd the object 
kvith dehlnTiUioii, and look at it rerjo^cJ/. 
Mr. Manning was j>ro< cedii g *o state th^ 

. I. _yi.• ^1 • « • 


reminded the planters of the new duly result of his evpvncnrc in tnc colonies when 
that had fallen upon them, of reaiingibe Sit C./’.i/emow.'d tli.it the house becount- 
young^laves in such n manner, that they ed. Oidy 35 tueiubj^rs being ^eseqt, the 
rSTght be worlliy of freedom. Advert ng House Miiftivdiattiy aujourned. 
to a quotation from the* bistotinn Gibbon, ' 
he contended, that the slbveiy of ilic Wc»t 


nuov£ or xoRDs^ 


Indies was unlike any o^liur slavery ; it was | U\dnt‘sday, Murtli \B, • 

peculiarly unlike the slavery of ancient days, i fSi-AVE Traoe AboutuoI^ Bill.] Mr." 
when the staves ficsquoatly ^itauied to the Wiln*»rfifrce. lord yowick. and several 
highest dignities. £sop, Tcrenca, and Se- men ibcrs of the Irms#* of commons, brougRt 
neca were doves. Was there a posvir lity up tlic Slave'fradc Abohtba bill, agreed to „ 
that any of the unfortunate negroc^ now in ' with anyndments. 

the West Indies should emulate such men ? i I ogl GrenvilU allied'the altentioif of tlie* ^ 
It might be dangerous to give freedom to house to this subjee!^ winch hdconiidered* 
the slaves in a mass,^but that it was nut. one of the ino^ii.iniportaut that could oc- • 
dangerous to give it to iheij in detail, was cupythq attention o^tlieir ioidslnps. Wgh 
sufociently proved by a little pamphlet that I lespect t 5 the amendments macU in'this 
had been put into his hands the preceding bill, he waa satisfied they were v.dculated 
night, in which it was stated, that a Mr. ^ to carry its principles belter into effect. It* 
D|vid Barclay, to his eternal honour be it wa.s, hovTovee, A^cssary. that time should, 
spoken, w^o had himself bteti a slave | be given for coVsideration, and he* there* " 
owner in Jamaica, and who, regretting that fore moved that th^ bill, w ith the 'qnetfb- , 
VOL. IX. . I. .. 
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ments, be printed. Ordered. His lordship 
thidi stated, thut if the prims slioutd be on | 




*. • 
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deavoc*: to come to. that result, which, 
whilst rS'Abis judgm^t it would tend to re< 



the *ab.e betbre Monday^ he should move' medy thaevll that existed, would not vio- 
Jhe coasideration of the rmendxn4^nts on that late the a|t of uuton. He doubted whether 
day. f • tile court* of review should not be rather 

t^coTfiHWuDiCATijRE Bitt.] Lord fJrcv- sought in the chambers of die court of ses- 
vilU said, t^t in coiisi^queiice of what had similar to our c^urt of exchequer- 

passed in fher’^te discussion of this measure, 
and of the bjn^idtratioii whicii he had 
since been euabledtto give to the subject, 
he tli^t'ght it would lie more advisable to 
empower the ccminittee to separate all that 
part of the bill wuich lelated to trial by jury, 
from the other .parts Which plated to the 
divMioii of the court of session into three 
clianibert, and the formation of a court nt' 
review. He thought this mode would be 


chamber, wdt he relation to the courts in 
Wesiminster-haii, tlian rendered a distinct 
court superior to (he court of session, which 
he was rncliue<btpihiDk not consistent with 
the articles of unipn. 

The Lord Chancellor declined entering at 
present into a detailed consideration of the 
subject, but he had iu> doubt that in the 
proper stage ofthe bill he should be able to 
convince their lordships that the difficulties 


better than that of which notice had been Mn the w'ay of the introduction of trial ^yju- 
given on the formij;;: night of discussion by a > ry in civil cases into Scotland were much less 
noble and leanied lord, namely, to strike than were a^prehend^ $ that, on the con- 


out in the conftnitibe all the clauses which 
related to trial by jury, as, if this latter 
•mode was aaopte^^ it might lead to a suppo- 
sitioil that it w'ds ciite*ixldd to abandon alto¬ 
gether the proposed introduction of trial by 
juiy. On the contrary^ he hoped that that 


trary, it w'ould be comparatively an easy 
task, whilst at the sair.e time it would be 
a most beneficial measure to that country* 
Lord Melville merely wished to throw 
out for consideration the necessity which in 
his opinion existed of adopting means to 


part of the plan would uliimately be adopted : bring causes to greater maturity in the outer 
by their lordships. As, * however, tiierc was; house, without^ which he thought the pro- 
considerable difibrence with respect to (he I posed measure would not produce any thing 
moans of carrying this d^irable object into ; like the beneficial effect expected from it. 
effect, and as, with respect to t!ie division j With this view h- thought it would be more 
of the court of session into th^e chambers, ac^isablc to have only two chambers in the 
Jhpre was snar^l3’any ditlercnceof opinion, 1 inner hou;f(| whQ62.^j^ busine.s.s should 
and but IltfJe on the subject of the formation i be to review the dccisloifc^’ven in tlic outer 
of the court of review, these parts of the ^ bouse, where, from tlie larger portion of 
plan might be adopted with much Jess delay, time allowed to the judges fur transacting 
if considered in a separate bill, than if tiny business, that baseness might be done well, 
remained incorporated with the clauses rela* If, however, it was determined to have 
ting to (rial by jury'. He should thesidorc three chambers, he thought that one of 
move to^>o^tpone the committee to Monday, T those chnmliers should be allotted solely to 
intending, on that day, tomove ^heinstrue-; the business uf the outer house, in wlvHv 
*tion stibicji be Had before stated, afid in.the i case, from the single respcmsibility attached 
consideration of that p^t of die subject re- : to the judges, evpry thing that could result 
apecting tke division of the court of ses^iiiii! from eHiciency and from solemnity of deci- 
anti the coprt of review, it was his intention sion might be expected His only object 
to propose several amendments. * ‘‘i was, that th^measurq should, undergo the 

Lord £/doff thanhed the noble lord formost serious and attentive discussion, 
having thus given farther .time for the consi -1 TheEirlof Lauderdale rose chiefly for 
'deration of tbaj||^-part of tba subject^whicb | the purpose of doing away aby impression 

that niiijhc result from what had been said 
by the noble viscount, that bis noble friend, 
who had proposed the measure, had not 
given to it the most anxious consideration. 
He agreed wi^ the noble viscount in the ne¬ 
cessity of ndoptiirg some means of doing the 
business in the outer bouse in a better man¬ 
ner, as it had been calculated that a lord 
of session, in consequence of the multipli¬ 
city of other busiiie; 8 s> had only 63 hours in 


was.involvedein .considerable difficulty, 
namely, the trial by jun% He had ne doubt 
thatdhe trial by jury Inigbc, in sonie cases, 
be beneficially intfodu^ intA Scotland j 
hut ^reat consideration would required 
witli respect td the means of carrying it into 
effect, if) order that it might nol produce in¬ 
jury instead of good. With respect to the‘ 
other j>an of thesulject^^ic^vAiuld give "'it 
c^ery conrideration in his pow'er, and en- 
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the year to allot to that in the rfttcT Iiouw, 
This, however, bad been provfied for in 
the present plan, by which (the wree cham¬ 
bers only sitting alternately) 8 jiiages might 
always be allotted to the business of the 
outer house, whil^, according to the pfop^ 
aition of the noble v^count, only five could 
sit there.—After some further conversation, 
the committee was postponed to Monday*, 
for which day the lords w^re ordered to be 
stunmoued, i • 


nousB or coMMoifs. 
fVtdnesdayt March 18. 

[Minutes.] Lord Stopford read at the 
bar tlie report of the Colchester election com¬ 
mittee, declaring Robert Thornton, esq. duly 
elected, and that the petition, as far as the 
same relates to the sai^R. Thornton, was no* 
frivolous or vexatious j and also it\at W. 
TufFucll, esq. was duly electee!, and that 
the petition, so far as relates toathe said W. 
Tuffijcll, did appear to llje committee to be 
frivolous and vexations. —Mr. VandltarPgavc 
in at the bar a special report of the Shrews¬ 
bury committee, staling the absence of one of 
its members, and thecause^'iss'gned for such 
absence, namely, sudden indisposition. A 
medical gcutleuian attended, and pPoved at 
the bar the illness of Mr* Windham Quin, 
and the impossibility, in const'qaeiic/there- 
of, ^f h.is atteiulafto^lM^he 
Xrf'ave was to the committee to 

adjourn till S.iturday next. 


All I can now say is* that t must beg ifbeir 
indulgence (hearUhenr! from alf parts of- 
theJhouss^ 1 amanot at present anthorised, ' 
nor would it accord wltk my ^ty» to enter 
into any explanation^n the su ject. '^yhen• 
ever the proper time shall cynne, 1 c>n as¬ 
sure the houst^ that no mfftvwill be niOre 
ready tlmn 1 ^lall be (o^state fully that, 
which under the present circiunstances, 1 
feel bound to withhold. I therefp(|^ must 
confine myself to giving notice, that 1 shall 
not move'to-morrow-for fhe second reading 
of the ^onj^n Catholics A-rmy and Navy 
Service bill, * , • 

[Mb. Paull's Petition BffsPEcriifO 
THE Westminster ELEca'ioN.] On the 
motion of lord H. Petty, the house went* 
into the furthej considej^tion of Mr»Panir* 
Petition respecting pie Westminster Elec- 
tibn. * • • 

Mr. Sheridan rase and said, that he was 
aware that standing in the situation, be did^ 
be was entitled thconMi^t upon, fnd to 
sum up all the evidence that had been ad- ■. 
cluccd iu support of the allegations contained 
in the petition now before the bouse. He 
should,"however, wave that right j tlie evi¬ 
dence was in the hands of every member uf •« 
that hoivse, and*he was not anxious, if he 
could do so. to add to the impression testi¬ 
mony ^cf silth a nature must have already 
produced; he wouli^ coistent himself yitji 
one remarl^ which was, thjft (Kat evidence. 


dressed i he houst^ as follows :—Sir, since I 
had the liuiiour of introducing into this 
house^*1 bi)l for allowing dissenters of every 
description, tq enter into liis majesty’s mili¬ 
tary and naval services, under certain restric¬ 
tions, circumstances occurred which 


! weak and futile as it was, did not say more 
[Roman Catholics Army and Navy I to its own confuiion than would have been 
Slrvice Bill.) —Lord^/ou'ic^ rose and ad-1 proved by witnesses unimpeachable, which 

^he (Mr. Sheridan), had the house thoughtuE 
necessary, was ready to bring forward. As 
an instance, he sRouId mention^ nftrely Mr. 
Weathcrljpad himse^f. When ^n ^inquiry' 
was niddc as to Ids services in t||c qjivy, ho 

. . .. _ , j confessed higisclf wot qttite saiisTied with tl^e 

have twice induced me to move fur theq>ost-I T^turn of the navy office. .A.noble lord* 
ponement of the second reading of that bill, j (Folkestone) was equally diss.'^tisficd, •but 
1 now rise U) state,.lliat th^ simie circum-*| upon diffinent grounds.* The noble lord 
stances still continue tcfo|>erate, and that I ; seemed^o think lhaWtIds Mr. Wcatherh^^ 
shall not be prepared to-morrow^to propose , Ind been calumniated, and accordingly me 
the second ibading. Not being able to as-! noble lord m«ved tor a return at once more*, 
certain on what day jt may be in %iy power j exact rrcI comprehensive. What hitU heed 
to proceed with this bill, I think it consistent the issue (9f this attempt to're^ue’tb'e cha-* 
with my public duty to make this statement, ! racter* of Mr. WeaYherhead froqi thic sup^ 
in consequence i.f whwh the order of the day po.sed slaflder? truth, no more* 

for the second reading will b% dropped, to be than thi^: thut he^ Mr. Weatherhead, had 
revived as the house may think fit. I am not served in one ship •nly,H>ut in iwefve or 
aware, sir, tliat this intimation must atti.irt thirteen, that he had continued in one ship ^ 
much observation, and that the house aud* a ye.ir, in anotberthree months, iti a third » 
tlK public will naturally expect some tnonih, Im iP fijivtli three weeks, and in K 
mforpialipn-with respect to the motives of it.! fifth five days} running, as it werCj the • 

1 L** . • . • . 







w 

AMMtoiikflftlHBfitiihQtvjr} ibritmatred 
li^MJhad been actp>l^ g^ty of toert ion 
mtt each Aip, thoogh^ the ilnt return it 
itf|ppeared tlut he bad debited bcfTeocd? But 
It was not more ditecnlt to fix the station of 
thifnaral mcer to B certain ship^ than to 


bottioNlxertMnlT M jmt aivmibe 
aspect iHch U has taken this mooienu I 
have ren «;jth constdemUe atcenti<m» the 
roinuteslof the evidence* Ivbich have be^ 
taken at your bar in ibort hand; and I most 
say* that 1 differ from the right hon. gent. 


ffx his birth tQ a certain pl^qe; he had the 4 who has just sp^en,. a< to the coarse of 


aHlgular good fortune to besboru a(a number 


of differcut p^ces; he was bom first at J may venture to»say, that a more flagrant 


Newcastle, uext at Morpeth, and alter some 
otber^rths he was finally brought forth in 
J oodon (a Jaugh^ Sut there was another 
alight ground of objec^on to the character of 
this witness; in fbn month offiept. 1803^ he 
iiion^ to be examined for a lieutenancy, 
and to the recommendatory certificates of the 
different captiins under whom be served, 
there was but one otgection, namely, that 
they Were all discerrer^ to be forgeries. He j 
was uot anxioui to^Kss upc^n the hou«e the ' 
moss and flagrant ceptradictions and absur- 
dittes in tbe ideni^ *they had fieaid; he 
'did Qot wish to^xpose the miserable w i etch¬ 
es to the just rigour of the honest indigua- 
tion tiwy had so universally excited but he 
would put it to the feelings of that house. 


procedure •which ought to be adopted. I 


conspiracy newr before presented itself to 
this house IthAot only injurious to the 
rhar«cfer of tbe^house, but it is, in rojr 
opinion, a new mode of attacking Mr. 
Grenville's bill. It is, I aver, an attempt 
to make this house a*channe] of injustice, 
and tbe vehicle of malice. Op looking over 
tbe whole busiuess, although the house may 
not be of (pinion tha' it is a case rec^uiring 
Us to request his majesty to instruct the 
attorney geneiaJ to prosecute criminally ; 
yet, I submit that it is one in w birh it may be 
pecessary to punish some of the wiineiaei 
for gross prevarication. It is well known 
thak the hou*-e is always zealous tn hearing 
every thing respectuig the rights of indivi- 
‘duols that can he offeied ; and such has been 


whether it was not necessary to inqpire bow . the case in the present instance $ but I am 
ftr those wretches had been the tools a | still of opinion; that ilie person who signed 
conspiracy; how far it was the duty of any ' that petition, had no reason to be alarmed 
agent or agents to inquire into the nature of that any witnesses had been bribed, 
the testimony and the charactqf of the wit- * otheiwise he or Ins solicitor must have in- 
nessei, more especially in a case where this | qutrea into their charac^jcrs. The apparent 
wv5deoce wi^D^directly to affect the scat of a motive hat* *been,^llM.««qch a proceeding 
member of parliament, to mention nothing might find its way to the hearts of men, so 
of tbe danger of propagating grotmdless slan- \ as to pit judge the previous petition, which 
der against a pnvy couiiscIIot. It was for is in dependence. 1 must do Mr. Pauli tbo 
the house to conndier bow far the agents are. justice to saj, thaCl believe he never would 
responsible for efbploytng wrreUhes as sub- , have signed the petition, bad he really in- 


atantial •evidence, whose character ‘ they 
might hav«.ieanied (bad they been ignorant 
^ it) *m the neighbourhood of Bow street, 
Hattort'garden, an4 Newgate; but be should 
abstaiuj be would keep bis Vord with ehe 
hojm, and not enter into any remarks upon 
the evidence. bad an idt. a of 8uba;ittingtj 
some motion for the purpose of investigating 
the charge ofeontpimey; he should, how- 
•vor, in cqmplianoe with the^ suggestions of 
those Jion. mends, wbfise supenoj judge- 
inene was witb*btro'decisive, giv^way, and 
ahould now, through wiftotive of dmicacy, 
letiffl, lanving bis cause wdth confidence to 
tba hooae, asaured at lift W3s,^faat the house 
w/Md v^itb bqpomiag fligtiity assa*! its own 
cbaracte^and honour, and in doing so pre- 
oerve his.-^MT. Sheridan immediat^y with- 
idrow, • • , • • 

Mr**Ilf. A. Taylor rofo^nd saidSir; 
vl^en tbis.qoestion fir^ came SgTore the 


quired into or been informed of the real 
characters of those who were to support it. 
But those who have acted for him, seeuT^o 
have used unfair meaift, merely for the pur« 
pose of exciting siftpicion. I'hc letter in the 
custody of I^rris appears, from the evidence, 
to be a forged one. Ihere has evidently 
been a conspfracy^in tbe presei.t instance. 
Ileasonin^ upon the principles of justice and 
morality, is not a conspiracy attempt to 
fasten unon a man a wrong which he never 
^d, a CTtme which he never committed ? 
lake that definition along with you, and 
look at the character of Drake, oue of die 
witnesses. He ap^red before you, he 
fold, as a wododed officer w'ho had fought 
fikt battles of his countiy. He aliedged tb4t 
he bad been several times wonndca in the 
service; by tbe return which has been made, 
however, he never received his pension Tktr 
any wound he received in the* back ; bvt« 
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and bn^ Ui leg, wUdb mriiii^afterfttivU 
ampoCated. Nof bii tbii Mr- XA*k® been 
able to ittte, with trutbp wtefi 
bom. AAer stating vtrioosplaoei in Eng¬ 
land, he altervar£ says, that, when in 
company with Hofban, fie pasted he coiudN 
•drink Mxbatdci of dlaret,’because he was 
an Inahman. Here the 1 v>d. member sUtedJ 
various inconsistencies in Ae evidence of 
this witness, in which b4 Aid, there did not 
appear a word of tiuih. Both Iftake and 


bonm, thetoforik IJibaUauhaist a mottam 
whid^ w}wn epw to, I ahail felioa^op 
with another re^imoi Mr Dfafie, whose 
prevdHcatflhia faafi motJ cminendy 
con'ipicnous The bon. ^nt. dfta oondn^ 
ad with moving, *'llhat tbo dUegaiom 
contained in said petitiqp are fiuw and 
scandalow,'* • * 

Ltnfl Fbliesione said, be bdd all along acted 
in this business from a sense of justice and 
propriety, and a firm be lief that the wbeasaei 
to be adduced iu support of the allegations ia 


^^therhead were pci sons who ought, said , the petitiqp, would pve clearly an! oooiis- 
thehon. gent, in m; opinion, to receive your . tciitly proved^thexn ; aqd *thoqgh he wpold 
utmost ceusnre; and you ought even to adopt not say that the whole of the witnesses* had 
the most rigqrous measures. For my part, been consistent, or had given their Cestmamy 
1 should humbly submit, that a ) rosecutiou without some difference, tet ^ thooji^t 
ought to be commenc^ by the cro^vn, enough had been proved, by consist^t 


against both of them,•for a copipiracy , but 
although you should not iliink* it proper tif 
punish for a conspiracy, yet surely you will 
punish any roan who comes with lies aqd 
ialsi hoods in his mouth to the ffar! I may 
still go further, and say that from th^ evi¬ 
dence of the other witnesses. itan^>ears, that 
a conspiracy has been rannr * through the 
whole of them Iftbehruaedo not think 
that there enou 5 h to entitle hem lo com¬ 
mit for prevar c- ti i i should he inclined 


testimony, to Sustain ihe^tg^oii8*in the 
Petition, m such a mqpnqi' as to vindicate 
Mr. Pauli, and the agents who acted cap- 
fidentialiy for hitn, agakist the ciiarge «f 
conspir.icy aliedged lumber 

who last spoke Cff tHecfiSractei or testimony 
of Weatherhead, he did not wish to say 
much; but be thought hat a weak cause, w 
defence, of which rested upon no otte 
ground than that of impeadiing the charK- 
lers ot tbo<ii* wdic^came forward to give tetti« 


to think, that Mi.^tundnn h'mself would imony against it. If, however, it could be 
be full) ju'ttiued ui brirTging the cpiestion shewn, frogs the e\ idencc itseif, that tbeie 


undei the cogniz^ce r^f a ci\ i) court The 


hoiKe. prihp,>« 



ther^wah that Mr. 


was in It no such inconsistency as that now 
aliedged, he hoped tluit it Ivoulii'be admitted. 


Pauli should IftTo the aavantage of ihe wit- that the irgumeuts of ibe hon. gent, must, 
nesses being prc\ loualy examined upon iheir in a gieac measure fall to tbegiound. * Lay- 
oath, before a select committee, as it isnoWjing no atress at all on the testimony of 
in the power of the cominoiia to make in-^Weatherhead, he yet was of opinion, that 
quuics before them upon oatli. All that the evidence of Drake d^as consistect wixK 
the bouse 4 an judge of is the inconsisteDcy. {itsedf, in all its •part*. He was^examm^ 
In my opinion, the petition of Mr. Pauli, and croks-examioed at the bar of that hoiiae,% 
flUght to be declared false, t,candalous, and by mep bf the first*talents m the Auntiys; 
mdicious This f* say apjiears from tlie and, except in a point pr two o# nef impor- 
evidence, and I may slate that 1 form this jjance, he oMd find no inconsistency in bjs* 
opinion from that aloi^ not has ing been m | evidanoe The bon. gent, who last sjjok^ 

any way connected with the election, nos -^ 

did 1 ever see Mr. Paul^ tifr 1 saw him at 
the bar of the bouse; but 1 leeUt my duty, 
as a member of the house, to support its 
character, its prisileges, its jimice, and 
its probity. Upon t^se grounds! 1 c^not 
•ubm to pass unnoticed, a petition that 
would make this house a channel of injustice, 
for 1 feel a deep intdiest iif supporting Mr 
Gretmlle's act, as it is one tftat ciiaracten^es 
^evirtneofthe house of commons. lne\er 
vrill sit by, tamely, and see, by a new mode 
and under false pretexts, the security and 
dnds of its justice defeated or sapped in tlie 
very founciation. With jhe leave of the 


had^ assumed in the firs^instaifce, that the 
letter which had been mentioned as written 
by Mr. Sheridan, find in the bands •*ef 
Emanuel KiOTis, was a forgery , This how¬ 
ever, jid not appiar firom'any evidence b^** 
foie Jthe jinus^ If if realty was a- forgery, 
certMly Drake blust be guilty of the nsos^ 
criminal induct - ^but was it pessiile, 


that wrere the cas^, Vbat he should be io 
anxiousHbr tne prfiduction pf a leuef wfiids 
inukt havoi fiimtsbed evidence against him¬ 
self ? The bon. gent, toe, had endeavouva^ 
,ro imphqfite Mr. Powell, and the uihyr 
agents of Mr. Putdl, in a charge ofoDDspira^ 
cy, by joining wit|^ Drake, in the«udeiAMv; 
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‘ lx|| ^taid Mm Emani^ Harris tbe letter in 
*;^Qe<^iAn ; whereas, it Wu the bbvlous in- 
terast ^Mr. Pauli ann bis 4iat the 

'.letter sboi^d reniain in xhe bands of'Harris, 

' to'be ptipdiced in evidence when necessary. 
Jt\ad been assertea, that Drake was not J 
^/athoriz^ by Mr. Sheridan to ofler 30/. to*^ 
Harris, for the letter ; biif Drake’s e\’idence 
stated, that he was authorized to procure 
the letter, either for money, or by any other 
' raelns* in his power j and he saw no reason 
to doubt, that,*in ctmsequence of the con- 
‘ venations Dral^e had with Sheridan, 
and the anxietv expressed by*lhat gentleman 
to obtain the fetter in question, Drake was 
' *^trme]y desjrous to obtain it from Harris, 
vrith a riew, perhaps, to turn it to his own 
emolpment, by surrendering it to Mr. 
Sheridan for a s^i of money. Adding to^ 
this, the frequent Interviews Drake bad 
with Mr. Sheridan, both at the hu;ise of Mr. 
.Homan and elsewhere—the alleilged wish of 
Mr.«^eridan to Upve prake taken up—yet 

• instead of so doing, advising him to get out 
of the^ way; and the various instances of 

' frequent and confidential intercourse with 
Mr. Sheridan, allwhich Drake had^lledged, 
which were notdi«proved, were circuiti- 
stances that in his mind V'a'»t a very strange 
' mystery over the business: but, for his own 
part, heconreived the e\idendfc of Drake so 
consistent upon tjie main points of the case, 
*that be fclrinct disposftion to iUnjbt his testi¬ 
mony upon Others. The hon. gent, had 
stated also, in order to inculpate Mr. Pauli 
and his agents that before they accepted the* 

, evidence of Drak^, they ought to have en« 
quired his character at the navy office and 
elsewhenc; but such an hnquiiy could not 
f ho neqpshai^ to justify, them in ^nsidering 
4>rake to have been some time m the con¬ 
fidence of^r. Sheridan, wheq it was noio- 

• rioas that. was married to a natdfll 
daughter of that gentleman by her father’s 

'consent; that ho was constantly admitted * 
Qpon a familiar footing of intercourse at Mr. 
*5neridan’s house j allowed to wait for him in 
. same room ^with other cpropany; and 
atone time, Mr. ^eridafi had left a 
•party'ill which he was ^g^d, «n oiider to 
^epnvysts With Drake ;4hat the'lattffl* had 

• fire^enfljr Degociated^byindrawn^r accept- 

^eridan*; ^nd, |in ^t, was 
icba%n'^ he on such a footing w'itn him, ns 
to o^atoall doubt that he had been in Mr. 
3beridan*s*confidence, and that the /svidence 
'he could give Would be dkeftl* fo them,* 
tjpon fhe whole, the noBle lord was of 
I d^^oQ^ that sufficient evidence ltdd been 


adduct jto 'sustain the allegations of the 
petitions to which petition it was to be 
remeinlsred Mr. PaoU had not resorted 
precipitately, or without the advice of his 
counsel. 

Mr. M. yf. Taytor asju^ the noble lord 
he had no idea«wbatfVer of charging either 
Mr. Pauli or Mr. Powell, with being engag¬ 
ed in the con4>iracy, but confined the 
charge solely stg the witnesses produced at 
the baa of the hense. 

Mr. Wkiihread said, he had heard with 
surprize the declaration made by the noble 
lord at the outset, a^d with still greater 
surprize, the expressions with which he 
had closed. He w^uld not* travel out of 
rthc evidence before the bouse, but from 
that alone he would prove the falsehood of 
the witnes^s adduced in support of the peti¬ 
tion, and establish their infamy out of their 
own mouths. Xhe allegations of the peti¬ 
tion w^erCf that the sittin|; niem&er had by 
himself and by other persons offered money 
to Suppress or corrupt the evidence to be 
offered before the committee, which was to 
try his right to his seat. Was there any 
proof tlijit Sheridan had taken any 
pains to get Mr. Drake out of the way, who 
was the principal witness to prove these 
charges ? The nqble lord .said, hlr. Sheridan 
had Strove to get the letter from Harris. 
Was there jpny pftxffjjf that ? Apd if 
there was any prtiui llidftlV^^^er.son whomso¬ 
ever in Mr. Sheridan's interest did in any 
one instance utter a word like tampering (as 
he believed there was not), what proof was 
there that such prison was Mr. Shcridairs 
agent any more than Mr. Pauli’s. If it 
was proved that some of the allcga^ons of 
the petition w'ere absolutely false, ar.d th«ce 
was no proof that tlv? others w'ere true, 
was it not to be*naturalty concluded that 
the whole were false ? In answer to the 
first question asked rhim at the bar of the 
house, who he was, Prake answered he 
was an acting Tieutenant of the navy. That 
was provdd by the Returns of the Navy 
Office to be false. He said, be lost his leg 
in the bq^e of CamperdowD> it w^as proved 
h»'lDst it long after that battle, in conse¬ 
quence of a fall from the mast, which 
ren iered ampptatioiw necessary. He said 
hp bad ten or ^clve different ^nstohs from 
the king, in consequence of worlds he 
kad received. It was proved he liad only 
'one pension from the Chest at Greenwidi* 
Let the noble lord, if be could, make out 
a consistent evidence for this •man, affer 


these falsehoods, llie tioble lord wished tq 
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give upWeatherbead. ^ut as tbepetHiooer i s^ipst dklr. S :■ 
had c£i\ea him, and the Mtitipn^^s counbel, retracted# ana tfidj 
bad dwelt on hiit deposition in ins summing ' nation of using the 
up# be must make une of him| prake j some^subsitjuent 
Said# be was directed by Mr: Sheridan# to before* tbat time returned irom Pc|ta« 
get the letter from Harris. He said mouth# and had giveiuMr S. a cqiy of^he^ 
tbat the'hrst letter preceded the second only, ^ letter# and was advised by Mr. S. to deliver* 
two or three days. *^Harais said, it bad Tup the opginah m the mesfenger of tint, 
been in his possession a full month before I house# orto Mr.Tauirsageqjts. fiulHarrU 
the 2d. and long before the dissolution oft was unwilling to part with the letter titt. 


tb«t be afterwants 
, 16 £)niiedr the detersni-* 
;tter apsins^ Mr. S.# on. 
iVQi'aUoii. But Harris 


parliament. Then the noblp4ord contended, 
tiiat if the first letter had been a durgery# 
Drake would naturally have endeavoured 
to conceal every thing respecting it. But 
the noble lord forgot that Drake told the 
bouse he had burned it, and consequently 
that he couldliot incur any penalty fium it. 
He ^ouid not allow the noble lord to 
exclude Weatherhead*s evidence# however 


said, he had written all the letter, with tlic 
letters M. P. to which Mr. Shei tdan prefixed 
his name. ^ WeaAerhead said, Mr. SheridaA 
wrote M. P. as well as his name. Drake 
said Mr. Sheridan signed the letter in* the 
Shakespeare Coffee-^use, ju^t he was 
going out to the election, and that there 


he should produce it before the cotnauttoa 
of the house, according to his sunimSlla. 
If, after this, there could be a doubt# that 
the anegaAoi)! in Ui6 petiupn, so contraij, 
ta these facts, were falsb, itwas ipipossible 
that any inference could be dedub^ from, 
internal evidence. The charges with rea-- 
pect to the tampering by agents# were 
, equally unfounded. Oul)^ne person wm 

convenient it might b^for his ctse. Drake^ liable m the slightest ^degree that the most 

fofeed con‘(tructions coBld Exaggerate into' 
any thing like tampering; and that persoi|^- 
who had not thought it necessary to .dt^fend- 
himself cither pDemonally^ ^ c^nsd 
against such an accuser, could not be said 
to be an agent of Mr. Sheridan. He did 
not wish to implicate Mr. Powell: bat; 


w'as an immense crowd t^^fore ;tlie door. Richaidsna who, by the bye, had answerod 


Harris proved be had the letter a month 
before the election, when the Sb.ikespeaie 
Col^'house was not ojxin. If the noble 
lord had examined thc’vc matters, atufjudg- 
ed them as he^du^^e wo^^ not have 
attempted to y^MTnd a testimony so invali¬ 
dated. With regard to the second letter, 
Drake said first, that he was present wJien 
it was signed; and afterwards, that it was 
written not in bis i^csence but in an 
adjoining room. Weatherhead said he 
wrote but that Hams objected to the 
M. P. there being then no parliament, and 
wished the additiom of Treasurer of the 
Navy, and Mr. Sheridap's rusidenco. He 




yps and no at different times to the sama 
question, confess&l, that he went to Mr, 
Burgess to tempt him to oficr him money# 
with tlie inlAtion to betray that offer. But 
Mr. Burgess, like a ^vise» and •honouratda 
man, wnul4 uot listen to any s^h proposi¬ 
tion. This same Mr. Ricliardson con« 
fessed, that he wrote a letter to Mr. T. She¬ 


ridan, ill whicli he threatened to go over 
fo the oilier pany, unlesa he got money. • 
And* he hkcw'Uu^wunt to Mr. Burgess, and 
ofiered to ji^tray to him copies o|^ ibe whole 
of the proqpedings of Mr. Paulfs committee: ^ 
but this offer also Mr. Burgee# Uke aa * 
, honourable man, Kfus^. ^ should •be 
sjys he wrote those additions all in one line, I sorry to accuse Mr. Pauli or'Ma Powell of 
and that Mr. Sheridan^refixed his name oil ‘ being concerned in a conspiracy; but^he 
that line. But he had-seet^the letter here* thought that if they coulQ not have taken* 
alluded to, and he pledged himself that i care to prevent such acts, they should hag6» 
Richard Brinsley Sheridan was* one line, ‘ at least more maturely weighed the evidenm 
Somerset-bobse a second, and the third was of such per^fts, Ufore they founded ,such •• 
Treasurer, Navy. The copy lAtfoie the | chargesEpon^^. Me acquitted the ^tuasd* 
house was exactly similar, except thBf^e of ansr im{iropeMi^ntion in wba| tkey had' 
third line was treasurer of the navy, instead offerOT to the house; but they ab< 2 pld|Con-^ 
of treasurer, navy, man in* the original, j sistcntly ^iib tbeii« nmal diligence, hav6 * 
What inference could be dvwn from suuh ^ sifted mpre Hiinut^y the false and MSjpdk* 
evidenqp as this, except that the allegations lous evident by which 4he fSlse and scanda# 
that were founded upon it were falsef lous allegations in the peiitTbn wprd support^; 
Drake said at first, he went by authority', ed. He^agrecdjn tlie propriety df the 
of Mr. Sheridan to buy up the letter from ^ lions prof%sSd .by his hop. frien4~-^7|w 
Harris, and he avowed that, at that very, motion^Was then agreed to, lord^Folkettqipf 
time^ he intended to make use of the letter alone haVmg fii'ntlysaid " no.**' ' *■ ' 



Mr. M. 4. 

Drake, to 
of wilful 
fiettioD. 




C*i» 


tbeb swvod, Huift 
git!^ Ikl» eHteoo, wu 
*8bd grow pteva- 
Agreod to.*>^NfrT.alMiov^ tiuit 


WlViam Dmce, *far tbe said oiknce, be 
oon^tted to his gad of Newgale, 

aad that the Speaker do iajw hia warrant 
aoCocditely. Ordered. ,t*' 

Mr. fniiSread ebaerved, diat t&bngh the 
oMherwitneaaea ibr the petitioner had gtoisly 
dAg^ducted theinwlves, he did not think 
inemsary lobaye raponrse to 'apy farther 
aeverity, md therefore would propose no mo¬ 
tto wi^ respectno^them. • 

{FaawoLD EffTATBs Bill.] Hie 3oU~ 
mit CrAiVa/ moved the order of the day for 
the third reading of the bill for rendering 
the Freehold Estates of persons who die 


commftiod, and ddi^Airfher tldw woidd he 
given for to hettar conahtodioii of a aob- 
ject of tack importance. 

The jj^aiWobwnred, that in the pijaaent 
stage of the bm, it was too late efier It had 
been engrossed, to have it recommitted. 

> Mr &Mon ^fonded the bill. He stated 
that the present bill Was not a new idea of 
the bon. and teamed gentleman's who 
broag^t it In, but that a 1^1 similar to tbe 
present, and inB |pore extensive, as indu* 
ding coi^hold pre^erty, was brought in, in 
the year 1772 , by a most leamM lawyer, 
Mr. Ambto, and had passed through that 
house at a time when there were a great many 
very eminent lawyers who had seats there. 
It was lost afterwards in theloi^s, in a very 
thin house, when 7 voted against it and but 
solvent, assets fot-lbe paymtnt of their sim- 5 for it. Hp could easily state many cases ot 
pie contract debts. • ^ 'the most severe injustice which could be 

Mr. Tuffnell Said, that he did not doubt 


in* 


Iho present bill would o[5erate in a** conside- 
ik^^egt^ toqflargethe.credit of freehold 
paopnetors, lhalif&te the raising of 
urge spms of money, which, to man^, 
Wmdd be a considerable source of prosperi- 
W } but, at the sanie time, it must obviously 
m productive considerable in^veni- 
CIKe, and in many cases ^ much mischief 
to the creditor, who having no means to 
oome at any precise knowledge^f the debts 
i^ready due by the freehold proprietor, or 
tosettlemectamSdeupon bis estate, would 
foel himself mneh disappointed, upon the 
deamt of his debtor, to nnd debts to a much 
Inger amount than be expected charged 
upon that property to which he looked fo( 
his secuifty. Iw would necessarily give 
rise to lii^tkais Without ^d, aqd set tbe 
^ naw creditor upon endeavouring to find out 
ftawa ift the settlements which pfl^erded his 
daim^r wkb a view to set them aside for his 
. owb advantage; and thds, in teany instan¬ 
ces. tbe cibdtcors, for whose security this 


reason to com^ain that their property 
* vtos injnred rather than served, through a 


E ised under tbe present law. Country 
ers mi^t purch^ landed e^tes with 
loney of other people, and these estates 
woitld demnd to their neirt free from all their 
debts as bankers. As a master in chancery, 
many cases came before him, where credi¬ 
tors for considerable snms stated that they 
did not thtnk it Ivortfa iheir while to prove 
their debts, as they had no specialties, and 
tbe property of the deceased was principally 
in landed estates. ** He considered this pro¬ 
perty of fteehold estat es got being liable to 
those debts, 'as a nmftwitqanl of antiquity, 
that had been kept up longafter the reason 
of it had ceased. 

The Mnster the Rolls, upon such a 
proposition as (bat «vhicb was then before 
the honse, a proposition which, if it was 
carried into effect, would make a most ma¬ 
terial change in tbe law of the land,* felt it 
to be his duty to state bis sentiments most 
folly and expiicitl);^ on* the subject. Iq so 
doing, it was necelsary, first, that he should 
endeavour to bring tp tbe recollection of the 


MX was avowed designed, would have L bouse, that it was only under tbe feudal 


ire which would ttoch tl^em to advance 
' Jl•m^vms,' and to rely men upon a hollow 
^HecuHty. He thoti^t it was unfair 

to phoe tbe freehold pro|Srt^ of the Gentry 
^ on wfchAfboting, while the cc^hold was 

* Cseoiptt and poculiavly^store to involve the' of Scotland ih certain diset, " the 
Utoaof the rqrmer, rifcrely ror (fie faults j /ropery was focured by law to tbeir 
ofafow*pien. ]g[e convinced tbe learn- ' " - ^Li¬ 

ed gent, wkn-introduced this bill, was am- 
*]^y cogapafont to devise means^ fpr^ his pur^ 
mech more eligible. ‘ 4Ie concluded 

re- 


. ‘ boae meeb more eligible. ‘ ^e concluded 
^ in^preasis^ 4 hope that t^e bill would be 


laws that freehold property was first esta¬ 
blished J and it was impossible for any man 
to tell wbat fotther change tbe.{»esent inno¬ 
vation n^ht lead to. By the old law of 
Figncf, 4he moment a roan was married, 
one half of his property was secured for the 
benefit of his children : by the present law 

the whole 
heirs: 

hut'did’any men ever aay that tlfHe laws 
were unjust > They mi^t be deemed, im¬ 
politic in many instances, but they certaiq^ 
were not unjust. It had been said that it 
would be unjust that the heir \o an estate 







aMiMT «C' Iw ii(rirtiidi»iiy4W»ft Ufh «o 
•tirvdi bdttroQldkvotbftMtoai iii^stice 
SI Ah« heir to an «C8te won iM’* 4^rived 
ci bis birth^nght AnoA dwiapra^idniice 
of his predecesaor, and m 2 M ia tiie great* 
est possible distipps. la socaecases* 

#bilBt be was paying Ibe ddbta of artdtbor 
person's contracting > If t^s new pHocipla 
was to get footing once aosoi^ the Uwa 
of England, almost every waA'iage contraot 
in the kingdom might possibly be edholled. 
Allowance should be made for the necessary 
Sktions and peculiaritiet which were adopted 
inlaw proceedings; k might be reckoned 
absurd; for instancej that in the case of 
specialty or simple contract debts, the addi¬ 
tion of*a bit of wax in the one case, whilst 
in the other there was i^pthing big the name 
subscribtd, should give the one such superi¬ 
ority over the other, that the one would tie 
fix the nrnst pan paid, whilst the other 
woi^d, in many instances, be left unpaid* 
But such were the established distinctions 
which w^re sanctioned by the laws of the 
realm, and no evil was found to result there- 
from* With respect to the cases which were 
stated to have occurred before th# masters 
hi chancery, a bill might be brought in 
to remedy those particular cases without 
making any general alteratton in the prin¬ 
ciple of our laws. This he conceived to 
be a amost imporufit^.Qf,nsidenifMan> and it 
brousht into hia^ind the observation, that 
Bocwntryin the world was so jealous of 
its political liberty as tfara was—and yet he 
maint^ned that our pogfical was nothing 
in comparison with our civil liberty. In this 
point of view be considered the bill as one 
that miglu be prodoctiveof the most serious 
consequences to the country. It might 
have been necessary atnhe, time ef Edward 
1 but it was not suited to |he state of £ng- 
hind under George III. when commercial 
speculations had incre^sd^ to an extwit that 
our ancestors could not have thought possible 
evet to have been braugit about^ If this 
^ raeafure was to be now Sioptod, a man who 
was disposed to commit a fraud woM only 
be led to vest.his money in copyholM aytead 
of freehold proper^; end the comiB«6b 
mau> if be poisened tbe most •extenrive 
funded pr^ieity* wouM have only to get 
into that hcNise and he mig^t ekfy his ere* 
ditori. the time of mt inttoduotion of 
ms statute of Fmudt, the statute ot lipM-' 
tations, and at tbe time of thp enectment 
s to regulate cases of Debtor and Oreditor 

lb cmorfiei, it must have oomo to the 

voi,. 13;;, 


liagiladMi ai# 

thieijMsadUri^ rip 

to iltbr} W* iNtt k>«ra<' 
thetfe^b^mesp^nM^ oi AmOgAf Am IMr 
With reapeettoBogloodi % 

.only eonmered as ftipbuttumenf^of 
gneVoe^ whilst the attachmoat m tife Ml 9tS 
Bnglimd was dVl^bed by tbe • ' 

since that, been two__ 

^fteaaeasure, of rise nature new 
the hotise»<u|mn the Engltdi cbdeitlnwilll^ 
the late Ic^Kenyoir, tj^ other by taSw> 
tber most gmineet iee^er, but both 
lumbiaries of the ]awt*ote>ia iw mre^driiu iv 
ration, abandoned the mMtev, m gcM 
unsuited to the gwiras and manual «# 1 ^' 
people. • *'t 

Mr. C. I^nne observed, tbat^e'liiMaeA 
I passing of acts a$ msolveoeg^lrn a prSitif' 
|*the^defecjt of our laws wirii felatten.to 
or and creditor. At AS la^ no# stoddJ^A ' 
man who advanced if sum of money tO'owM 
tber would take care toha vcabB lait aecgr i ri K < 
possible for the reedbery^^he omoutirt of 
that df bt, whilst the honest and indq^trivKil 
tradesman would for the most pert suffer M' 
tbe want of a simiUr^ecUHty. 

Mr. Calvert declared^ ffnit he hod eottb 
vi#sed with scveralpersons upon ffiis subjedlA* 
but he never heard of soch frauds as hhd 
been alluded .to this night. Tbe tnen of 
landed propei^ he now heard represent^' 
as being tlie rich and .the^oppvssors, aai^ 
the cohimeraial'part of the conuniinity Weild 
spoken of asa pooranddisirefniedsetofpedl 
pjei Tbe very reverse of this he bdtesfd th 
be the fact. The laodedproperty men 
tSe sheep, whom the minister, whoever Bf)- 
was, douldiMsily hold of abd'^eer sg 

f >leastire; when, a mimster atteomted ^ 
.ly his \foadt on 'any pertiCukr Mimb'Of'i 
commerce, there were meetii^’elti mdOrf 
cofii^hoase ip London, and iff wO Of 
they escaped from his grasp. - p • t. 

j The l^trd Advocate of Scptknih obs#vA|( 
that ifwqp a peculiarity in thq English hiw» 
which was miknowa im the ancient fThmlga*' 
or Bonuioa, ok to any otode^ thu id j 
rope, that dm destl of a nute 8houl4^ 
an end tifbll tf^mew obligatioos 
owed4le w£ htmaoift xo&Mf 

proper senre of the word, h atreMteHM 
crat; bat fie did boa think it T%hrKxaii^*' 
pprt the Ustot^cy Ay suchr^meatis 
law now B^sotloned. lb ^eotlobi** 
,Gennady a mqst htekpand hoaouM 
ment of theate^^^' Shd greatM 
milieaprevaltl^sbaVfttil tbeydlfj 
a aaan to, rel^id^'Uia teatfth wblji^ 

M 



k' 




'fjili' ^ 1 ^ 'JpUiUs* liLtoB w, WfchiyaiwMrjwK ' cmm 

IKm MoMn* at tbeaame turpna^ ttere mm tfiofa who mafo- 
would stare tn craditor of that man tained tbad rac^ait exemption was jUftt» and 
;tethefiice, and sa^ ha would notpayhim. he was somewptconcan^ that among them 
•lie asked apy man in that beiMe, wuld it was the onit mmber of that house who was 
. |sot give him an additional pang u^n his invested witrNfbe robes of magistracy. He 
dcalh-bed, if he ki^w that he was to d*e had not proposed this alteration tin the law 
‘Without being able to do justice to his fairi hastily. Before ^ introduction of it into 
creditors? He asked at^ *man, could he the house be htid consmlted the highest legal 
l^oar to think gf goiug in grandedV to the fu- authorities in the kingdom upon it, and» 
^fusral of a relation who had left him aeon* with the excepAon of his honourable and 
ai^|pi;^b]e estate, without at the same time learned friend aCand even he had not ex<* 
' s^ome qualms of conscience disturbing his pressed any dire^ dissent), it bad received 
iireast, if he knew that the debts of that re- tlieir unanimous and perfect approbation. 
Mtipn were left unsaVisfied ancTthat he did A rt. hen. gent, had accused him of attack- 
ai6t noeajP to discharge them ? A man must ing the aristocracy of Uie country. He bad 
4Uve a' mind incapable of distinguishing a high respect for the aristocracy, as forming 
right from wrong, or else he must design a part of our mixed constitution; bebadin- 
wilfuUy to deceive, if he did not answer deed shewn a higher respect for it than th^t 
these questiOnsNci the afl^iative. It was which hatLbeen displayed by the opposers of 
bat two days since t|ie house |)assed a law* the bill; mr he wislied to rescue the aristo- 
|Hi the grounfls ftf humanity and justice, cracy from the imputation of being unwil- 
. against every argumenK>f expediency which ling to pay their debts : be wiithed to shew, 
• could.be myed, and could they, tlien, re- *thatiheytiid not owe their we^ht in the 
fuse thei?t»?cu'ftn tc^ measuie so founded country to an unjust law, by w'hich their 
on justice as tlie present ? The idea of in- jusf creditors might be defrauded. (Hear! 
covarihn was held out asa bugbear; but was hear !) The hon. and learned gent, asserted 
every science, art, ai><^ manutacture to im- that this bill had the approbation of the three 
firove by innovation, whilst the law alone presiding judgq^ ofthreeof the highest trihu- 
ehould be deprived of its claim to purstl| a nals of the country ; and, that it was a bill 
similar course of amendment ? for tb*e relief of the poor creditor against his 

Mr. Canning compared the present to a rich debtor. He described and argued npon 
law which had formerly been ^ii'o4pced for i|ie situation in whicli poor servants and in- 
•iheregulation of«cougtry bankers by making ferior trniJ^meo-wece^^duced, with regard 
fHeir estates^ liable to their (h^bts.' Lord to their rich debtors, as the ]aw now stood ; 
Kenyon observed upon that measure, that for not having in general any bonds, theirt 
il would be necessary that every banke^ being merely simple contract debts, they 
^onld have a map of his estate and catalogue could not recover^agninst the heir of their 
vf the incumbrances on it hung up in tfls debtor. After dwelling fur some time on 
liouse. A measure cf that sort had ^an ad- the injustice resulting from this deficiency 
dpted ih Jreland, and%^ only result was, in the law, repeating the words of ^ir John 
that kt-increased commercial property, and Strange, that **a man who dies, without 
*sendercd^iie estates unsaleable. ^uch« he making provisioi^ foi» tlie payment of his 
'ponttnded, would'be the result of the pre- debts, sins in his^rave,*' the learned gent, 
vent measure) if it was to be adopted by the concluded with expressing his liope, that the 
lidbse. •' house would not suflbr a bill to be lost, which 

' The SoUciSnr (hneral rose to reply. He baa had for its ob^ct the removal vf that defi- 
^listeuedwiththemosfrpaticnt attention to the ciency, and whiclf proposed to remedy an 
.pt^ectioDS that had l>eea ur^d against the evil, that was in fact a reproach to the just- 
^ilBW Dre, iioih in and olt oMjpit house, not ice of Uie country. 

rpn^'a view technically Aadwate if more ef- of the Uolis explained, and 

^^uafly, but with the^Mrminholly dfflff^his hon. and learned friend, that he 
it, should those objections appear never intended to throw an inipntation on 
m him tu possess any weight. The re.su]r, the bill before the house, or on the fiiir m- 
4iOpeverr was, that apie sfntingfnts with sention of its kearned mover. 

dm cm the, suhjejt, remained The 5o//dfof General was sorry to have 
, ttoulteertL ^jj^was decidedly of opinion, 'misunderstood his rt. hon. friend, and assured 
;jUnt to eiecnpt an estate the payment' him that notliing was farther from his mind 
Wdelpi contracted by ifs.late^^essor, was I than to give a moment's pain to his right 

fct of injustice,He v^as hon, fri^d.—Thc.^uesuoa was »owlop*Hy. 
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caKed for* and the boase divided. For the 


BUI. 'm 


bill, 47 } Ag^nst it, 6g 
The bill was of ooane lost. 
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Mikity, 22 


trance oCtbe it. h 


ft into the booid'; 
Mr. Sheridan betngi'strictly speski^, sdll 
m the custody of rfa| seijeant at arms. Mr. 
Sheri^n appeared niogether unaware of the 
irregularity he was comufitting, apd hardly 
sensible that the Speaker was addressing hm- 


fMiNUTBs.l -—The tdllowing members Lself to him, till Mr. Hobliouse-took btm by 


tvere chosen to try th^ctitt of the Lanark 
election petition: lord G. H. Cavendish, 

J. F. Cawthnrne, esq., lord*ft, K. H. Sonjer- 
set, C. Chester, esq., hotk^W. Gore, T, 

Wood, Csq., E. Harvey, elq., T, Thbrnton, 

£sq., W Bagwell, esq., lord Brooke, right 
hon. R. P. Carew. Nominees: C. Dundas, 
esq., J. Paterson, esq,—The Secretary at 
War rose, pursuant to notice, tomove for 
leave to bring*n a bill for paying the allow¬ 
ances to half-pay officers, their widows, and 
persons on the Compassionate Lj^t. at their 
own residences. In tife object of this bill 
all would agree. It was one which was very 
desirable, if it could be effected, and he 
could anticr^ate no objc'Ction to it. "He there-* 
fore need not trouble the house at length on 
the subject. He concluded by movin^for 
leave to bring tn two bills, the one to pay 
the allowance as above, and the other to 
enable the Kilmainham hosp^al commission¬ 
ers to make regulations for the more easy 
and speedy payment of pensions. Agreed to. 

—Lord H. Petty obtained leave to bri^ in 
a bill to rectify an error in the act or la'}t 
sessiqp, for seltling^dditional al|o|vances on 
the younger branches of the royal iamily— 

Mr. Vausittait obtained leave to bung in a 
bill for extending to the ouiports tlie proii- 
sioiis of the custum-hous^ office reform bill, 
and for applying to the supeiaiinuated fund 
such retrenchments as may be made m conse¬ 
quence that extension.—Tlic Advocate 
General presented .to the house, according 
to order, a bill to authorize the payment of 
Prize Money, arising frogn captures made 
by ships of his Stcihan majesty in coujunc- 
tion with British ships, tb the Sicilian envoy, 
fur the use of the officers nuj men of such 
ships { and the same was^eceived, and read 
the first time.—Ihe Serjeant at Afmsat the 
bar informed the house, that pursuant to order 
he had taken the rt. hon. R |B. Sheri^iLQ occasionA), a 
custody as a def.uiUer at one of the lat^ieaHt*-fur pjj^ticular 
of the house. It was ordered that Mr. She¬ 
ridan should be disebasged at .the rising of 
the house this day, paying big fees. Short* 
ly after Mr. Sheridan left the bar, where he 
was held in custody, and advanced to the' 
treasury bench; upon which the Speaker 
called order 1 order ! and observed that no¬ 
ting could be aioTf irregular than the en- 


the arm, and ekyainedthe matter to him^ 
he was cdhducling him ba^k to the bar. 
*The Speaker i.iformed the serjeaut, that it 
was the pleasure of the house that Mr. 
ndan should' be dischryged at its rising th| 
day. Of course it was his (futy to keep hlru.^ 
in custody ull^hen. ^r. Hobhouse apolo¬ 
gized for his rt. bon. ffiend, who was 
aware of the irregularity of comin^uto tG» 
house while in custody. • * 

[Scotch Taxes REOutATioN Bill.]— 
Lord H. Petty wse, pursiWT tb notioe, to 
|•muve for leave to briqg in a bill to provide 
for* the payment of the public revenues ia 
Scotlabd ifito the banks of that country, for 
the purpose of being remit ted to jhe bank of • 
England. Tlie princf)>ie c^tBe m^sure had 
already obtained the sanction of the last par¬ 
liament by the acts requiring the payment of 
the public money from the several depart* 
ments of the excise, customs, post-office/ 
into the bank of England. The same 
{Irinciple would ap^y in the measure he now 
proposed, with sonoe circumstances of local 
distinctipn, rendered necessary by there be¬ 
ing two national bank; in*Scotland. The. 
coTlectois o£ the revenue in^t^at country 
would be required, by the bill he was about 
jo propose, to make up their accounts oa 
the last day of every month, and to trani* 
ifiit them, with the sums«they should haw « 
on hand, to the receiver general of the land 
tax for Scotland j^> feo was to je{ft>sit the 
money, haU in baink of Scotlandi and 
the.other half in the royal bapk,,fi'oin* 
which banks jt was to be remitted to tbe 
bank of England, whenever it should amount 
to aocxit, there to be kept with, the otiter 
ppubli^monies received frotfi the different de- ' 
partments of the reveeue, according to ^ 
provisions of t^ acta of last parliameut. 
As the Scotch ^vene was liable to ceiyip^ 
' sunstimes sudden, deii|p»t% • 
provibion was to bo * 

made Tor advances for those serviceiAaBd 
when the receiver ^ti^iesal should certify tbo 
occasionqp thd banthat certificate wquU 
be a warrant Ho them theHoon^, 

and to make a deductionro^af amount 
‘fiom any sum oi^ band to be remitted to tbq.* 
bbnk of Fo^lfnda. The banks of SjotiaaJ . 
were to keep accounts oi all ‘ffloalearlktti * 





»tli» ford advocate 
rHlfl when, it 


«nd 

th% inspecnob 

tb^ time bemg.' __ 

. I^^ldbave received thwanctioiMif tkt le- 
iMatare, at he liopad it would, would be 
^b^ompietiop of the^ystem he ^d the ho- 
»ttur to iatroduGe« ana he hcKi the latiat'ac- 
Vnn totbjnk, ^hat when it^bouldhave {>nss- 
^9 the whdepflftie public money would 
% plaoed to a perfect »tate of.security. He 
m oved jbr leave to bring in a bill to regulate 
't|d^Symeotof tlie r^enues of Scotland in* 
$ the banks of dcotl^d, in order to their 
remitted fo the' bank^f ‘i^igbind.— 
'Aft er a f<|w words from Mr. Rose, who co- 
^ided entirely in. the propriety o£ tMe bifl, 
Igaye was given to bring It in. 


' 'tm 


if} riBtng, MtodiyiMb 

obtained Iwe to bring in 
a bill to extend the prevtaion of the act ef 
.33, Hen. 8, hektirigtotha^ wages of servants 
to counties of Vtties, and counties of towns 
in Ireland.-^Mr^Y^snsittart obtained leave to 
Icbring in a bill for W more e^tuai preven¬ 
tion.of snau'ggliAg.—Mr. Vansittart moved 
that various sut^ be granted to his majesty 
in lieu of the hbe sums issued from the 
civil list revenifei in compensation for Mis¬ 
cellaneous Senic^ of the paat year, which 
were agreed to, and ordered to be reported 
on Monday. 


4 6 OF COBURNS. 

Fridatf* ^arch 20. 

, {Minutbs.] « iVft. * Bankes reported from 
iWe^Glasgow election committee, that Archi- 
told Campbell, esq.,, the sitting member, 
wm and ‘that the petition 

ngaiitst his return was not frivolous nor vex- 
sgious.-^ir J. Frederick brought up the bill 
lot the construction of a bridge over the 
Sanies opix>$ito Vauxhall, which was read 
A. first time.—Mr. Slieridan brought ups^ 
bill for further regulation of the office of 
laeasurer of tlie navy, which was rend a 
first; time.—Mr. C. Dundas,'* pursuant to 
ytire, moved, that private bills should be 
.f^wed to be‘presented before ^he printed 
P 9 f*ei are delivered, but not read a second 
thw b^ore the delivery of'>printed copies j 
qf them to the members. The motion was' 


ROVSB OP LORDS. 

' Mhnday, March ds. 

[Slavs Trade Abolitiok Bill.]* Tlie 
Earl of W^atmorelapd presented a petition 
^ from certain planters, mortgagees, merchants 
and others, interested* in the West India 
islands, against a clause added by the house 
of commons to the Slave Trad^ Abolition 
bill, enacting that negroes seized in conse¬ 
quence of illicit trade, should be declared 
free, which they stated would be producth^ 
of great danger to the colonies. Ordered to 
lie on the table/ 

GrenviUe moved the order of the 
day for taking into consideration the ameiid- 
ment&ma<ie by the house of commons in the 
Slave Trade Abolition bill. His lordship 
observed tha)i the object 'of the grenterrpnrt 
of these ammendinents was in inforce penal¬ 
ties and forfeitures upon those carr)nng <m 
t the trade, after thaperiod fixed by )>arlianient 
for its abolition, whjch it was not the practice 
of that bouse to enact. These amendments. 


.Agreed to and an order made accordingly. 

|^>rd H. Bettji brought op a bill for correct- i therefore, were merely calculated the better 


illCP HiiAa^ in the adS^f last session, for 
f gBMitfpf^ainnuiUes to l4ie ybungej; branches 
» bf tbA.i’pjpd family, which was read a6rst 
time-—^ir J.^Nev^rttbrought up a bill 
* ^ rAgalatuig«tbe commission appointed to 
ioqgifo into offioM and fees in lrelaud,wbich 
ma read a..BrattiiBe.—Th-e defaulters tfti the 
jMece^og day wnrs-reported to thi house, 
the fbliowiag men^bers, not attending 


etfew se themselves, w%reofrlAnd into the 
of the serjeaot 
.Gftpf. Fiieemantle, 

Mr. H. Manners, sir C.'Mor- 
A. Thopifon. OhpC Free- 
C. Morgan,^nd sw Frames, 

i B g B iBM j r tak^Dto custddy on comii^ 
Iqtibehbfivwand^dered to oetdischaiged 
of cBsto^ al the nsi^ of the house, 
JmhVV^$ thete foes. — Cfd^, • on tW 


to carry into efiect the principle of the bill. 
With respect to the amendment in the pro- 
amble, leaving ou( the^words, declaring the 
trade to be contrary to justice, humanity, 
and sound policy, it would not be imaging 
I after what he had said upon the subject, that 
msopioion haebsustained any alteration, it 
having, lu' }vevar, been thought right by the 
house of oomnaons to make this aiforttdoA, 
in order that the feelings of thoM concereed 
sirF. Fran-1 in tbetsaOe miglit not be wouDdad^ he bad 
^i^<i«inv9€cdon to it. 

The Bishop of Lfmdqff rose to (Mrer 
bis opimon of 4be bill, which be had net 
till then aaop|t>rtanity of •doing. The rij;ht 
reverend prelatB observed,'that in judgnfg^ 
tff thepropriety of (be preamble hs it origf-' 
‘naUy saaod, or of Che amendmeats that ibad 
been made in it, the. diffiarent states 8f 


fiat^, mtjbe hous^ «l. Ilavar^pl tfiay dKHtMi4^AiieMr^tperiodtd^ 



ftD . 

Or-i 

tmn conditions of slavery caniCeA In th« on- 

IcdlluvicR crofid Asti 700 ynrs beA>fe Noik$ 

« a . . a ' • m A 4.« • _ a* . ■ 
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Hi'' 


4fefla tikl'' 
faired she %\ 
tNtiet, end eren. 


^sdMee'lile 

la^t^.tnefMlei, sl^ 
itidlides. ‘'AV tCM 


and tooh must bare txisWdi^H^b before and i preamUe^oflibrgKcttld reebnoHe hbn t$ 
aAerthe Araation of civiljiti^ty. Under i it. ltd good could be expected Ipenr ^ 
tbecircumstances of tboe^nwfj multitudes ^ while it might be attended with moob #dft* 
must have existed^f^ ^Id dertvo suste-e| chief: he was, therefore, for tearing ttont 
^nanee only from thein labour, and who, in I altogetherr A^^to tbC'consequenceswf UMf 
order to secure the means^ of suppovt, were] measure, nhey eertainl]|r^ rapped‘ee Mp 


willing to surrender up that labow, and with 
it their freedom. Such wftate of slavery 
might not indeed be centered as Contrary 
So justice and humanity, because it was a 
foluntnry act on the part of those wlio sub¬ 
mitted to it; but,* ulthougb that state of 
davery might not be jud^d Inconsistent 
with justice and humanity, it ditf not follow 
tliat other descriptions of it might not .be 
highly inhuman and i^jnst; foe what could 
be more contrary to justice ana humanity,* 
than to excite civil war in a country, and 
then takcL advantage of the calamities arising 
from it m force away tl^ mheratde itf* 
habitants into an hopeless captivity? .Such 
be conceived to be the nature of the trade 
which it was proposed to abolish. Its alrali- 
tion was an act of national humanity and 
justice; it was an act thatuwould never be 


keenlyexploringeye migbtnot be able^o dh^ 
into the consequences of such a measure; 
butsas it evidently sprang froi)^dhe root of 
undissetnbled piety and humanity, it should 
not be suppos^ to be productive of evil; 
but, on the contrary, that it must be heal-J 
ing and beneheial to m|pkind. 

The Earl of Pf'ksimoreland could not let 



most ularming. If ever m. Dominp pii' 
Cuba were in the‘hands of ouf 
and if they resolved to cairy oo^tl^ 
that alarm' would prove buf-^too weH Fe 
ed. He evefl ventpre to My, 

it was to the existences of tho dave 
that theii lordships were indebtea^for^tflSr 
being now sitting in that house. ' Obr ioh iil itf 
tence depended on the strength of bur 
and the strength of our 4 iij w y* wa3 e:dii 
derived from the slav^ trade. Thew 
sh'ips must be cofivihcefl df rt, if they bP 
refleetedsthat the sown of Liverpool efoMl 
now sent out a greater nu mber of privateeM^ 
than were employed by «H8"W1Shle SF the' 
country against the eiMmy, in the tlmeef - 
Oueen Elizabeth. * ■ /' 

The Marquis of Sligo disapproved dflM 
clauses,* and contended, that the pteadiv* 



blotted out in the records df divine mercy. Me contained a gross calumny. 

He was ready to confess, that the mosl,^ The Duke of IforfoSt was not very 


slip this last opportunity of entering hisjshoisld have his most cordial soppoit, list 


ous on former ocasions to support the meii*^ 
sure qf the abolition; bet^se be kaoir 
that many of those \v}io were loudest In igs 
praise, we^e far from being Sincere Sw 
wishes for its success. Now, howeeci^ 
when it was tkkco up by mintsters Who heA- 
his confidence, and,‘who, he was'satnti^^. 
Vere incapable of any duplicity, the b^ 


protest against the bill; he must therefore 
i^peat some of bis fofmer objections to it, 
though he was aware, ihe repetition 
must in some degree be inksome to tb^faouse. 
At least he must r^^mind them that one 
more occasion present^ itself to allow them! 
to rectify their opinions; which they should^ 
be the more induced to %io from the awful 
warning conUined in the petition* which he 
had that day 'laid on their lordship's table* 
From that' petition they gnight dblj^t the 
dreadful consequences which Oven tM 
luUoDS of last year were producing in Jamai¬ 
ca. fhrery thing thm seemed to indicate 
the appreach of an vrganiaeaf insurreotioa, 
vfhieh might receive'* a new stimulus and 
encouragement from the bill now on thd 
eteef passiag. It, tbeec^re, catlqd again 
Idk* the most eertbna considefoti^ ef £eir 
dad. ■thm* a>nsiilcrat4on wottid- 



be should rejg^cq^ see it pass.^Tbe qnee^ 
t ion was new ^ on the several nrnneimnyj I 
and agreed to.—Lord Grenville |nove(( | 

that the bill* with the* amendmeift^ dec;' 
as agreed to, be sent to the ebminefis^ 
on the motion being agreedfo, 
agaiif rose, and o»ngi a tttihted ^ boose oif 
having DOW perfdnned nkie dftfae moBt|te^ 
rious acts that had mer l^ein de^byaaJPipjit' 
sembly of di^n att^ in tj^ 

Ifouiflrtfr coKimth;* ■'S 


jl/onc/ay, ilinrdb I v- ■ 

[Miirtrfks.] A eneasage from 
anaounc^ ebeir le^Mipi^ assent te tbe^pad^'- 
Any bill. |nl the^ga^dfotAiaefc 
Mr Whitbreaa obserVing^troh l^jMd dfrn'r 
eveni^ sta^Alt aioiiopmSdn 
Drakd^atT M i wcelved his woo 
battle ef - Cati qp Bj akin^ AndaMi^' 


i5tS 







.pat tnta ^ lunds, 
latithtt person had 
J hurt received in 
)eat was a better 


cemot-liiK^fittnceJ 
by fMch \f was proved 
OPlaaUy^lott hit leg fro 
action. This dad 
captain BligU of the Director, to Mr. 
S«iVck, then C^irnati of a comiuittee 
iHt l^yd'a for the rtdief of the sufferers in 
tb|f action. He begged, therefore, to be 
uj^deritood as retracting his assertion, and 
^ would noove for documents to explain the 
eircumsUnce; but lest any false impression 

S go ^broad, that when tlwse papers 
]c« prodtM!^, Re would propose the 
on of the, prisoner, 1^ ^ouM ob- 
aeme, that the ciccumstance which he had 
3Pff roeaifioned was not the only misfepre- 
anpUtion and ^dsehood contained in Mr. 
D^e's evidence. There were numerous 
others i amongethg^rest he had declared, that 
he had never applied for relief to the ad- 
rtiiniUy, when ki Ihct he had dune so fo 
very person by whom he hnd been 
^estioned. He therefore would ffrst move 
ior c^les^i'*9&'«^mmunicattons made by 
t^pt. filigh, late of the Director, to N. Be¬ 
wick, e&q. chairman of the committee at 
^oyd's, for the relief of wounded seamen. 
The Speaker observed^ with regard to 
the latter part of thetnoiion, that tlie Societal 
wre not known to that Rouse, and there^- 
ipre could not form piirt of a motion fiom 
the Chair. Mr. Windham concurred id 
opinion,, declaring, that however good 
& 'inteatio^ bf the society allpded to, it 
ifioiild be very* improper that it should be 
recognized in that house. Mr. Fuller seem¬ 
ed to think that Drake ought to be liberated. 
Juter a few worjs from Mr. Rose, andS 
l^r. Jeffery, Mr. Whitbread withdrew^is 
fQOtlon OR account of thtOmpfoprr recog- 
id(mn it conUunedJ^but ^ia reply 

teVr.Trafr's observations, repeated, that 
the .imprisoDment of Mr^ Dr^e, was not 
1rt.'CQDseqasnep of the circumstance alone 
whkrti he bad just cleared up.—On the 
rttotion of.ilr. Whitbread, the following 
nmrs .were \hen ordered, to be laid before 
tl^ house; a^copy of the^mar| Ticket pro- 
idtyvjU fby Mr. Drake, 
pensiop irb^ t 
acopy of t 
W c.tf. , Bligb, late of 

ho^i^^t Yannouth.— 
l^^s^^^ave notic^pf tb prison tq- 
jsorre%Jm$eetii^ pfi^ jgranted in 
. Dprd/^wtck assnrdd his hon. 

, that fviTshouId have his most coo^ 


tratien. jffdloiigfi it wha well haowa tbrt 
several very valuble ones had fellenrin.-^ 
Mr Herb^ o)natned leave to bring in m 
bill to suspe^d^for one year, the pwaltiea 
on the regratiojm Oak Bark.—Lord Temple,, 
finding that ^^mittee on this suh^t 
^ad not yet fintslied ks investigation, intent 
ded to allow hiB*bill t£ drop for the present' 
session, and of course supported the hoo. 
*gent'8. motion. * 

[Change o^«A.DMiNt&TRATiOK.] Lord 
Eusion presented a* petition from the chan¬ 
cellor, masters, and scholars, of the Uni¬ 
versity of Caibbridge, taking notice of the- 
bill for enabling his Majesty to avail himself 
of the services of all his liege subjects in 
his naval and military forces, in the manner 
therein mentioned; and setting forth,, that 
the petitionfTS are anxious to .express their 
serious apprehensions of the danger likely 
to arise from the said bill if carried into a 
law, to the established c'oiistitutiop of this 
cduntry both in church and state,^not only 
because it might eventually place a dange¬ 
rous ’power in the haiid-i of those persons, 
whose tenets are not friendly to our ec¬ 
clesiastical establishment, but also because 
the principle ofVthe bill leads to the total 
abolition of the Test act, and to other still 
«more alarming consequences; and therefore 
pvaying, that tlie said bill may not pass into 
nww." On his lordship's moving that the 
petition do the tabled „ 

Mr. Divkenson rose not^o oppose the 
motion of the noble lord, but in the fulfil¬ 
ment of his duty as a member of parliament 
to put a plain and simple question to tlie 
noble lord opposite (lord Howick). Twelve 
or thirteen days ago, that noble lord intro¬ 
duced into the House a bill (against^hich 
the petition that had jusb iKren presented 
was directed) enabling kis majesty to accept 
the services of all« hU liege subjects, of 
every religious persuasion, in the army and 
navy. About five da/s since the noble lord 
fhtimated that 4 was not his intention to 
carry into executions the order for the se¬ 
cond readiif^ of the bill, but to allow it to 
drop, to be afterwards disposed* of as the 
ch^ of^rran- house might thix^ fit. The noble lord 
Tk^kct^m^ tins intimation was owing to 

is Majesty’s snip circumstances whicii it was not then in his 

power to disclpae, butwvUicb at some fotnra 
time he would v^plicitly narrate. He wish¬ 
ed to ask, if that time had arrived ? Tim 
public mind was in a state of great anxiety. 
Many rumours were afloat respecting a 


iSABSffSa A 

iwbdeby he re- 
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ao^ort. Not a siu||e iRverstcm had^ Change in the Administration : without any 
ayrs^ kgr the pcc^nt at^Ims-' wish for sucli a. change having been »ptcv», 





?AB4' 


fm 


tied, hf ihfr pco^t, or any inHosaiktt for 
necessity of it faavinp procaoded from 
that hoose (hear! hear !). Among others, a 
romour bad bera circulated, Ahat bis ma<* 
jesty's ministers bad ende^Oured to press 
on bis majesty a subject to^liich the honour- 
ableand conscientious^naof his majesty wa| 
^averse. (Hear! hears) Was that rumour 
true ? He (Mr. D.) had obtaiped leave m 
quit London for a fortnigfit. He should see* 
many of his constituents at^he assizes, and 
he wished to be enabled satisfactorily to an¬ 
swer the questions that would naturally be 
put to him. He thought it unnecessary toof* 
teranyexcusefor this intrasionon the bouse, 
the particular circumstances in which the 
country was*placed, he trusted, would jus¬ 
tify him. 

Lord Howick replie^d nearly in the follow¬ 
ing terms : Sir, certainly no apology was ne^ 
cessary from the hon* gent, for the exercise 
of one of the first privileges of a member 
of parliament, that of calling upon his mS- 
jesty*s ministers for explanation upon any 
great and important subject. In atiswer 
to the hon. gent's, questions, I shall declare, 
as far as I can, consistently with my duty, 
what is the present state the admiuistra- 


Btatemen( which i jinaiiSe wheA 1 tignlMt 
nap intention cf mofthg fbnthe lescbd 
reading of the religious army service ^iH, 
that ifiefcmumstanEes ^ich then prevented 
me ftoffi dbing so have led toa sitnatioa In 
which 1 am now 'sfabled to inform *tlie 
house that, although 1 have not yet rece i ve d 
his majesty's 'c'^mands to deliver up l!be 
•eak of ifty office, his nlaj^ty has thoo^ 
proper to ^nd for persons not employed at 
his servants, and is engaged in fonn^ 
arrangements forane^adnainistre^ibn.-^ 
petirion was then or dered (o lidon the tafal 
[CARNATie'.PAeRtr8«] <ir 7*. Turiott, \m 
a speech of considet^le length, 
be prefaced by observing, that chadjgd 
of administration could iiv any' measufO 
affect the question no w b efore the 
house, invoiced stronglJT^gainft tbp 
a»umption of the gQvcroment of the Car* 
natic, which he repeatedly termed one 
of the ibost gross* and infamous stretcher 
of tyranny that ever disgrac ^ ^he ao^U of 
India. He dwelt ftuch*fl^on roc subse¬ 
quent treatment of (he Polygan, who, he 
contended, were nomore sul^ects ofBritais 
than of Hesse Casfwl He did not charge 
thelord^Clive or Wellesley with the morRV’ 


tion of this country, adding only^ that, Ijff the nabob o^Arcot, but insisted that 
with regard to those circumstances whicl^rooth had been the means of bringing about 
J do not at present feel atdiberty to divulgtp that murder^ The hon. baronet eotichided 
I shall rely on the candour and indulger^ with napving, that there be laid before the 


of ghe house, tAisting* they ^ will believe 
that no man i| more anxious than myself 
that ray conduct should stand fair with the 
house and with the country; aud consequent-^ 
ly, that the time tnust^me when my duty 
to the king and to the public, and every 
consideration of private houour w'ill induce 
me to^ake an explicit statement of the 
accent occurrences. In the mean time, 1 
shall proceed, under«the.re?»trictionB winch 
1 have mentioned, to reply to the questions 
of the hon. gent. To one of those ques¬ 
tions I do not feel auThorised at present toj 
give an answer : k is that one which alluded*^ 
to a rumour, which, if Inie, would, as the 
bon. gent, has implied, impute'culpability 
to his majesty's mini!tters.|namely, that his 


bouse a copy of thc» lilsiru^ipns given, tm 
lord Morniu^on by the Boai4 of Controui 
or the Secret Committee, previous to dii 
Treaty respecting the Carnatic in 1793^ 
The hon. baronet said, that beside the onv 
how before the house, he bad upon thlii* 
same subject twejye other motions to adbealg 
to the house s . 

Mr. Timmey'm answer to the battvbMX 
net's long speech, should briefly obaem^ 
that of the papers now called lor, am pare, 
[ did not exist, and Ibe other part was sjiwsiy 
printed. , \ • 

Sif T Turion saffl. tfaaf notJ>eingra 
office or th^right pan, gent., \e bafl qpf• 
the samS meats, of information/ and thnv^ 
lore was nqt^wan of what btfd 


majestyk ministers had en|eavourtfi^u force I mentior^, ^le^ought the rig^t/liieaVV 
on the king a measure which his consl*rl;flRp}^*aef»,*!an'i4er a^f^' onp, and was wHlhuf* 


diftapproved. On this point I will only say, 
that it is (he duty nfouny minister, or any 
subject connected w'ith the interats of (Ms 
great empire, to ofler such advice to bis 
majesty as his judgment shall dictate! 
More I cannot now say. With regard to 
the other question proposed by the hon. 
|«nt., only remains for mp to add to the 


Mrmiog 

to withdraw bis morion. . I 

Lord ./f *Haini/ioiatbQaght It batter 
the profSar officers bg required to ky b 
the house q cipy of all tby ffistroed^ tb^ 
had been isstim. j' ■'>; 

Vi(r A, coitende^Kat all 

tnstniefioiil wh'ck had been 
were alc^ad^ in posKsaion of 0^ f 



m 
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C<7» 


t. 


th#ir« vtoM not 
•on to Asaroitie 
t'be hon.f baronet 


Gfljk 

Iw Ime iVibe promt 

lATlbel^pm fcv whi 

movtid. Though bl had givon-a»long 
fnplanatioa of tbo object of merlons, 

M«tbe explanation so imperfect, that 
be could not pretend to understand him. 

X 0 i there wer% one or twq*bbservations in 
hb stateoaent w^iicb he. coiud not^uiss over 
leitbout acme notice—Sir T, Tuxion rose 
to ontea, affirming that the-bon. gent, ought 
otffiD&^lmself to the particnlqr question 
fore the 'fibuse.««*Afier a few words from 
abr J. Anstruther, Mir. Ttej^nef and cul. 

^£Biea,tly5 motion ^as agreecUo.—The mo- 
copy of the Review promised by 
■a^nift W^esley to the Directors was then 
pot and emried, it being understood that 
there vas nd ^JB fcb paper, bi^ sir T. Turton 
wUhiog to have that f^t formerly before the 
house. * • 

Sir T. Tttrion also rae -ed for eoptes of 
^ offi) sialliettersj, other than (hat of the 
23d AprirjSIB^t'-espArlibg the papers dis* 
covered at Seringapatam, with the answers 
•oJar as not aheady print^. 

• ^Col. 5yiR» cohtendejd that the greatest 
mderatkm had^ieen practised in abting on 
these papers. He denied that the papein I vest laqds in the crown, struck hini to be of 
hedbm come by uu&irly, or that any im^^tJie same nature of a money bill; and if in 


might ^xerdtm their irngirnffiep te'thc grtaat 
Hiconveniance of*tfae house, if these thinga 
were permitted,*—The house then divided 
on this question, which was lost by a majo<» 
rity of 30 to 24^ The .other motions were 
agreed to. , 

HouA opIcajMKons. 

Tuesday t March St4. 

[IVfiNtrTEs.] A*Message from the lorda 
declared their l(&dsbip's assent to the amend* 
ments made by the boose on the Bill for the 
Abolition of the Slave-trade, with the cor« 
rection of a clerical error in one of them.*** 
The amendment of the bouse of lords was 
agreed to, after a particular explanation 
from (he Speaker, who stated it to be the 
practice of the house to allow such amend* 
ments, whe^ they lyent only to express 
^tidre xhlly, and to further their own inten* 
tions, as the amendment in the present 
case did, going only to supply a clerical 
ohiission.—*Lord Temple moved^ that the 
amendments of the lords in the Sierra Leone 
Company bill should be taken into cooitde* 
ration. The Speaker felt it his duty to call 
the attention of the house to the subject of 
these amendmenfa. This bill, proposing to 


ppoptir vieaos had been used to shorten 
ihla lifi» of the nabob, who was said not 
tp |Mve;^ied • watui^l death. He died in 
40 Me<pa 0 i>ee*bfthe.intemperate xireof opium. 
Be geveraor of Madras sent Dr. Anderson 
10 Mm lebeii. til, whose report was, that he 
ffittod bin iahttiring. under an incurable 

• * 

fiaiom mofs\A now enter upon 
dbw meritsy^but he wasw i h sue with the 
in the wh&le m^is statements. 
Votiorii a^rd tn£^He next moved for a 
oavofthe Bapercobtaioiog the approbiition 
BfnVkOf (the conduct of/&rd Clive in the 
tmAaction rbrn'e alludedAo, and .in the sub- 
liinaBt oridpgemhnts vmh res]>ect t(f the 
i^ocA A^edto.^ ' ‘ 

' for obptes of 

i,*Ac^ con^I 
He next mov 
!||BfCcriroi»danl H 
gillie fuopplaining of the perroissiow given 

artisanv; Ac. tfimants of 



|e hoq, baronet also 
Leti|ra of'Cmdut 
ling^ofi grievances. 


to seltle ip^hts domicitons. 

thera nosnefa 
tfpo'f and d^pg**itwa 8 not re^ctful to the 
ImM toitbibcn^g for papprs wblqh it nsas 

--*='^1101-exist. .. • ^ • 

that g^tlemen 


the oqp or the other the lords should intro* 
d^e any amendments, it ap[>eared to him 
that, accofd^g to the f)rivileges of ,;iiat 
house, such amendments w^e fatal to the 
bill. He supposed, therefore, that soma 
l^member of that house w'ould move, that 
tins bill should be Iqid aside. Lord Temple 
in conformity with Uie opinion of the chair, 
moved that this bill should be thrown out > 
which was agreed to. The noble load then 
moved, that the house should tomorrow 
resolve into a comipittc% upon the acts rela* 
live to the Sierra ]^ne company, with the 
view of moving for leave to bring in a bill 
^ the same nature as that which had been 
jtisl rejected—Mr. Vansittart rose to state, 
that an hop. gent., (Mr, Osborn Markham) 
who was a member of the SJirewsbury 
election conimitlw, having vacated bis seat 
cd|iy of a I incmiM^enceoffhis acceptance of a certain 

he submitted, for the consi¬ 
deration of the bouse, how the committee 
were to act under each an event? The 
Speaker fcli tbeit the right bon. gent, had 
draeright in communicating tbeinformatioa 
iltrbtcli the bouse had just heard. But aa to 
*tbe subject of that information it was bisdu*^ 
ty to state, that a menabei's vacating Ug 
sedt in cona^pence of bis aceepfanse ^ 

C 



'irn vMt 


t 


an office wliick was incompatible with such 
aeat^ oriiromany other nataral cause, was 
DO reason wh^r the committee alluded to 
should not proceed in its investigation, nor 
CQuld the house prevent, upon such grounds, 
any such committee from fp'oceeding.—Mr. 

*U<ethbridge presented a petition from 
John Palmer, Esq. o9 Bath, the original 
deviser of the mail coach conveyance of let¬ 
ters. Tlie petition stated an agreement ha¬ 
ving been made, several year?ago, between 
the said John Palmer, and certain persons 
then in office in his majesty’s government, 
which agreeraem bad never been performed 
by the said persons, whereby the said John 
Palmer was gr^tly injured. It concluded 
with praying relief. Ordered to lie on the 
table.-^A new writ was ordered for a 
member to serve in parliament fqr the bo¬ 
rough of Caine, in the room of Osborne 
Markham Esq. who bad accepted the office 
of GommUsioncr of Barracks. 

[Lancaster Election.] Mr?i)p7it cal-*| 
led the attention of the house to a circum 


ment until the 4<th of Maroh; a^-that Mr. 
John Alcock,. of, the Borough, ^was 
person to whom he smuded as the oslA; 8 iblb 
agent sifi^the petitioners.—Here the hon^ 
member waVproceeding to^ubmit a motion 
on the subject, when « , . 

I The Speaker suggesffed the propriety o^ . 
merely mentionift^ a future dJy for taking 
the matwer*intd consideraiion, and at pre** 
%ent moving, that the otfenSing parties be 
upon that day ordered to attend. / 

Mr. Dentlhen observed, that to-mort< 9 ? 5 t 
would equaflv answer ftie etTds justice. 'V 
Mr. Tier^ey^did net riiq to oppose any ^ 
enquiry which the housa might make uptn ^ 
the buMness, but merely to 8 ay,*#rfrT!^' 
thought to-morrow would too soon, as 
it might not be possible for Mr. Aicock, irf^ 
so short a time^ to have awvg ppor%.mity 
l«of justifying himself. ^ He certainly could 
not, and would not disa\^w*his knowledge! 
of that gentleman, and since he was thus 
* I publicly noticed as having such knowledge of. 

- I him, he would add, ^hat 


stance which occurred relative to Ihis an uprigl»t and honest man.—After some 
election, which greatly involved the privi- desultory rem.arks from other members, it 
lege.s of that house. A petition had been was at last ordered, that Mr. John Aicock 
presented against him, as oue of the sitting ! do attend the house to-morrow, together 
members for that town, charging him with i with other persons named in the order. 


bribery and corruption, and loading him^^ [Resolution 5eshi-ctinr Offices in. 
with all those epithets w4iich pciitiops ofl^ Reversion. 1 Mr, Bankes said he was not 

. usually contain. It w'a^ j aware tl^ac the 


that description usually 
howover, perraitteS to drop, not un¬ 
til he had be^ put to very considerable 
trouble and some expence, in prepa- 


dlscovered, that hve of persons petition¬ 
ing against him were not at Lancaster; 


motion he was about to odef 
w'as liable to any objection. • It cgme rec.om- 
mended, by his inJividuarauthority, iSut 
by the sanction of the committee of the. 


rations to resist it; in doing which heihouse appointed ** to examine and consider 


what regulations and checks have been es» 
t^blished, in order to cout oul the several. 


and he found that there was not the smaL branches of tlie public exi^endkure in Great 
lest chafTce of even obtaining that redress Britain anAJr^Ian^j'and how far the . same 

A*iii m m ^ • I t 1 1 I 



entering into su<^ rcoogn 

occasion did not to be worth six-< amount of saUriesInd emoluments without 

pence. He farther discovered that warrants,^detriment to the ptlfcUc service.”. It ocour- 
as from the 'speaker, to'atteiod the commit- | red t 6 the edmraitt^, in ftirihera 
tee in town,, had been \served 911 several' object corjyjiJtted t 
persons, five or six of whom were in alten- otfi(j#^" 1 nrevysior 
dance then in the lobby, |but that all ih^e'^ie grants that ha 
warrants had been forged; that ^^erson 'times, fughV»to ^ 

Well known to a right hok. gent, op^sT^^5«|^.:T^^^0. Ire/^ 

(Mr. Tierney) appearceP as the solicitor 


Ji IllCI u 

thV 

h no\ 


ince of ihq^ 
grants 
exceeding 


maiie* in ^rijier 




conducting this petitidh, and*the ostensible 
agent of the petitioners ;* that the warranhi 
were discovered to be forged, on applica¬ 
tion at the office of the speaker’s secretary * 1 
they were dated the 26 th of Feb., 
^pereas none were issued frotp that depart* 

Vbwxr. 


itt care 
(hougl 
been 

restricted, and^put 
which had lately be-**\ 
come united with this country, and^ 
equally entitled to*atterttion, the practice 
graiitin^Cevemions^revailed to an tnfin^y 
greater extepti The praejiefi was »n abuse, 
so far as it prevailed, aud an abusp^ 

likrjy to^bc ejt\ided, if sorueffmely checl^K 
tvas not im{)osed^‘oa it. He was therefofip! , 





directed b^ue eoimniUee, u itk chairman, 
^ moveA resolutioi^ That no office, 
iUKcej^ cmipioyment, er salary, in any part 
of his majesty's domii^ioDs, ou^herewer 
be granted in reversion." 

Mr ybr^e gaVe every possible credit to the 
ofbtives of hi» hon. friend and of the com¬ 
mittee, and, yet he felt a good deal of dif-* 
flfculty in assenting to this motion^ The doubt 
in his mind wis, whether the ancient and 
iccustomed practice ought to be altered, 
when)^5 stated by his hon. friend himself, 
yfi had oiflja te« beei^ but little**'abused. It 
^was a favourite with him, not to 

change establishbd usa^s uiKess he saw some 
for ft. This granting of offi¬ 
ces in reversion had been a power in the 
hands of the <frown for the purpose of re¬ 
warding se rvices ; and hitherto it had in fact 
been'a saving fo the public,? for unless iliesej 
offices could given in this manner, ser-^ 
▼ices, if they were rewarded at^all, must 
be rewarded by a grant,* and a double bur- 
' (hetvwoiil^iditfj^^ lj|id. upon the public. 
The object of this motion, as had been sta* 
ted, was undoubtedly of the greatest im¬ 
portance ; and yet the house was called 
Upon to decide upon it r.t once. The notice 
had only been given the preceding day, and 
given in such a manner thnt till he cnmedovJU I 


£2«dt 


nion, as ample i nottce u coold be desired. 
It had, howevCT, been stated in objection 
to what rie then said, that some offices had 
been granted tu reversion in the court of 
chancery. What be had said ought to be 
understood of the government, and not of the 
subordinate depirtments. The fact, with 
respect to thc^ te^r^ons in the court of 
chancefry, was, that the present lord chan-* 
cellor had advised his majesty to grant the 
reversion of t^yo small offices in his Court to 
a pers<^ who lihd been his clerk, while he 
was in such distinguished practice at the bar, 
and who, losing that employment by his 
promotion to the seals, would be wholly un¬ 
provided for without this grant in reversion. 
This was the only grant in reversion that had 
been made, though a tellership had fallen in. 
No custom should be allowed to sanction a 
thing, which, in the opinion of correct 
men of all ages, was improper. It was not 
necessary to argue the impropriety of the 
practice ijow j many belter ofportunitiea 
would occur in the varions stages of the 
bill that would be introduced on the resolu¬ 
tion. The right hon. gerit. had said, that 
this would reduce the power of the crown to 
reward services, and that it wonid increase 
the expense of those rewards, by rendering 
it necessary to make all remuneration the 


that day, he did not exactly know the pur^^subjcct of present grant. T he rt. hon. gent 

_ /•«. T t . I I .« f .1 .» I* « » « • a __Al_t_ 


port of ft. He hoped theref:>rc that the 
house would at least take more tiincf to con¬ 
sider of it*- Jf* the" motion had been for 
leave to bring4n a bill, heshoulQ have had 
no objection to it, because he could then 
have stated his objections in the different 
stages, provided he thought it was liable m 
*c%ijection. But "ns the motion was for a 
resolutioy, lie was inclined to dissent Yroni 
it; for eveic though it snbuH**be followed 
by a tnll, those arguing against th^ bill 
would be uftder an evident disadvantage wficji 
,»suc1i a resolution as this\tood*on the jour¬ 
nals- He hbped thereforwhe motion would 
be postponed, if^ot, Iw should be yndcr jmiode by which the committee, proposed to 

£• •• •»a» ■ I .!• A __„fl_ 


neecssit^f giving if his n^atiwe. 
• , ^-orcl Houfek gave^hl 



sup- 


j looked but slightly on this matter, of 
he w'ould have found, that grants of rever¬ 
sions had tlsfially been made, not to nferito* 
rions servants, but to per^t/'ns, who, from 
their tender age, could have rendered no 
services whatever. The grant of revmiona 
was, in fact, an abridgment of the means 
of rewarding public servants ; for if tho 
holder of the office dropped, the reversioner 
stepped in, and prevent^ its being given 
to a meritorious serv^nffi Thus the public 
burthens were iiacreaaec:, Insle.id of being, 
as the rt. hon. geift. aj^ued, diminished by 
grants in reversion.He approved of the 


establish this barrier, as w'ell as of the bar¬ 


rier it>elf.* While'lhe bill, which was to 
port to the ifiotion. Hej^w lothingTSTfho^impose a permanyt restrittiop, was in pro* 
4«rgtttg^1s of the rt. Iid). genlf wlm spoke | g>Wis, a rgsolutioc of the house would be 
to .induce him to cfaAe^dtoiij^ $0 ' r- * 

pbstpoiied. The m>lice giveh yesterdajf^ in 
of the fullest houses the s^sion, and 
particularly marked By fas (lord H.^s) say¬ 
ing iie would support thJ*motlin, find add¬ 
ing, whal he rrijls^fed nows hiitt not one 


Gtfeff to detenany minister from grant¬ 
ing the reversionw which the bill proposed to 
render illegal. ^He Was not prepared to go 
into the question, whether the restriction 
was more or leJk called for now. He could 


rvot say, whether grants in reversion had 
single revefsse^ffad been gii^ away by Ihp J been more or less frequent in late years; 
present, administration, tlidngk but several grants had been made in ]a|o 


vah^bleones had fallen in/ Vas, in ^ his opi- 


years, and panrcglaily in Irelanc^ He gavd 

f .It . 
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his cordi^ 'rapport to the motion, 'ftnd be 
vlshed the house to go stiU'furthA, and to 
oome to a resolution against granting of 
any office for life, not usoally so granted. 
If any thing of that kind had been done, or 
vas in contemplation, he thought it highly 
*^{>roper for the hous^uJuterfere, and to pre¬ 
vent it, by expressing its decided disapproba¬ 
tion. (Hear! hear! from.many parts of 
the house, but from tlie Tr^sury Benchea 
in particular.) • 

Mr. Plumer (of Hertford) rose and said: 
I wish, sir, that this measure hnd been 
brought forward 40 years ago. 'i liis has 
bjeen hitherto my sihcere de.sire; and 1, 
therefore, giv^ the motion now made my 
most hearty assent. Having said thus much 
upon the measure itself, I cannot help em¬ 
bracing this opportunir)fcof paying a tribute 
of applause to the present administration (I 
say present, upon the supposition that they 
are still in I really think they have 

shewn every disposition to benehfthc; coun¬ 
try by their judicious measures, and tj^eir 
avoiding the practice of former administni- 
tmns, of granting reversions Upon this oc¬ 
casion, too, I have another observation to 
make, which is this: in coiiKugdowii to the 



collector the Port of Dablln, <»of ffioa* 
repor^d as requiring regulation anf reforoi, 
had been granted in inversion two dee^, dQH 
conseqeeS^y could not be touched by the 
late bill for me retrenchment, retbrm, and^. 
regulation of offices in Inland, though it had 
lewice fallen vacant within the year, and , 
though it was ohl^ of those tbifl most pgrth* 
cularly reqdired r^orm and r^ulation. 

Mr. Johnstone approved oT the motion^ 
which was' perfectly consistent with the 
principles qn which Ms bon. frierfi (Mi^, 
Bankes) had always acted, and h'elhougbt itV 
was a happy*omen of T^at might be expect- 1 
ed from the exertions of*the comiqlttee ef 
which he was chairman. He couM 
however, think a mere unauUienticated ni« 
mour a sufficient justification for w{^at ha(f^ " 
been said of an hon. and leamctT genk n(}t 
^o\v present, the who!^* tenor of who^ life 
had shewn his preference 5f piibltc principle 
to private sftlvantage. • He could not help ob¬ 
serving that those who had been most . 
clamorous in cheering^the i-cJlecfidiTfe caft on 
the non. and learned gentlemen, were mem¬ 
bers of a family which was loaded with 
wealth derived from jiublic sinecures. He 
wi.shed, with the hon. gent, on the floor. 


house this day, 1 have beard a report, which Mlytt the rcsohniun now before the house had 
1 am very sorry to hear; I have heard, sir, Ldi^fen adopted 40 years ago, and then that fa- 
that the new govenimenf which now mily would iiyt now be drawing 5^'0O,OOO a 
forming, or to be.tormed, have agreed (5 year from the labour of the public. But 
give an hon. and Iwaniotl nieialser of thi^i * - i - j •-?.! 

house (aliudings to Mr. Perceval, who was 
not then in the house) an appointment to 
the Duchy of Lancaster for life, in order to 
tempt that genileman Ic^ake a place in the 
new g<»seminent. Upon this, I may ob¬ 
serve, that if men of great abilities are not 
satisfied^with the mwards attached to the si- 
tifations which his majesty phooses toappoint 
them to hold in the Avernnaeot of their coun¬ 
try, iftheydonot thinl^he ftsualcompensation 
sufficient, they ought to accept of office 


however eager they h^^d likhenp been for, 
places and (iitnsions, he was gfac! that at lart 
tiiey had found it ex{>edieut to* change tbeif 
^tone. 

Mr, Plumer, in explanation, allowed that 
tfie mere rumour of the day was not a suffi* , 
cientv ground for (galling the attention of the 
house tO/A'-y.4hing: but after lhe*allu9ioi| 
mad^b*^the' noble land opposite, ne thpaghl 
hiirtfclf justified in the observaiiqps he ha^ 
offered. A.s lo lb» resi^of w'hat hacf ffillm ^ 
from the hon. gent if did nos touch him, ' 

_.. X. y*-.! l»Vi_ 


I 


all. Ido, however, at all events, enter iHe was not one di the family^which vai 


.my protest rnost solemnly ag;Hnst the mea¬ 
sure of giving a man a station fpr life, iq 
order to entice him toAoccupy anoilicr. 


which may be more fleeting and temporaa|S>^ *true, w’hnt h^ h 
(Ixmd cries of hear! hear ft Lord 


Sir John Newport wishcl this resolqtiolf'j 
had beep adopted a year soAier. The house 
would not then be in flie situtition in which 
it now was, with respect to sc^ne of the Irish 
offices which had been rejwrted as proper^ 
some to be abolished, and some to be re- 
^®pnedj and whicii could not be touched in 
either way, on account oQhe int^ests of the 
reverj^Mierf The offlee and 


loaded wjth wealth merive<f from the publicj^ 
If the Te^Q**^as Afounded, he hw. 
do ^o ijlrm: if ihel report 




ad sM might do much gOod; 
though he appr<k;ed- 9 f.r 
eMmotfert, rose not 5o n)ucb*f6rthe • 


purpose of expressing that approbation, aa 
with a viev^ to apiflogize to the house f<fr not 
having bfonglif forward the subject bim^Jf, 
He entcrtai^K?! the sami^^opinioD with the 
committee so™ time ago, intended ta 
hUve made j^^iilar motion, iTiid for that. 
{mrpQse ha3 molted for an account of thh ^ 
offices granted m reversion, wh\(ch n®i» 

N 4 *• 
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o^jthe ta^/ He had, he l^lieved, given no 
noi^ of iiiieiition, but hf*. had only not 
me bill before, 9 % he bad not been 
a^are of any immediate Necessity He 

bad assurances on the subject, apo in favour 
of ^lis view of it, /rot^ the noble duke at the 
head of affairs in Ireltnd, and from the no¬ 
ble lord hero too, to whom, the hon. gent, 
(^r Johnstone) had alludAJ. He had with 
singular propriety adverted to that noble lord 
in the^anguage of reproach on that day, 
i\was well knuwm that he had power 
grant ^o^on^dcrablc office in reversion, 
and yol that the only gse be made: of it was 
to abstain from exty cising a pr!\ilege which 
used by every one who preceded 
him. That noble lord had already laid 
in practice what it was now' proposed 
to lay ddwiWuJi'eory, and therefore the hon 

•t • 11. • _ _ ff_i II .• 1 


been brought forward with a view io recent 
and present circumstances, be beggad leave 
to inform that hun. general and the house, 
that the subject, respecting the grant of 
places in reversion, had been the first to 
which the attention of the committee had, 
Lbeen directed. It bad ^cn several times 
^under discussion, andfhe last time their at-^ 
tention had been called to it, it was waritily 
supported by an hbn. gent, who was likely to 
have a place ctgder the new arrangement. 
The invnuation, that this resolution was in¬ 
tended as a restriction on the persons in¬ 
cluded in the new arrangement, appeared to 
him extraordinary, as coming from an hon. 
gent, professing himself the friend of those 
members. • 

General Gascoyne, in explanation, dis- 

_^ claimed any intention to throw any impu- 

gent’s. alluston was peculiarly well-timed. Itatioii whatever upofi the committee. He 


When he appr^nad Cf the resolutions now 
mo'.ecl, he ought to recollect fhat Lord 
Grenville had already acted upon the prin- 
ciplef • thtirefore by tHfese who 

followed the practice of granting oftices in 
reversion, that the resolution was loudly ap¬ 
proved of, notwithstanding tlte hon. gent’s, 
insinuation, but by those who abstained 
fi'om it. 


had only said, that the manner in which (he 
resolution had been brought forward and ar¬ 
gued, excited in his mind a suspicion that it 
was intended as a restriction on the new ar¬ 


rangement. 


Mr. Sheridan observed that the bon. ge¬ 
neral certainly had not thrown, by his 
speech, any ceng^ure upon the measure now 
proposed; but he had thrown a very severe 


Mr, Henry Martin (of •Kinsale) said, imputlltion upon his friends in the new ad- 
sp fully coincided in the propriety of the re-^piinistration ; and one for which he believed 
solution now before the house,•and felt it so ■ V leaSt, they would be very little obliged to 
necessary to counteract a system so ruischle- the zeal of the hop. general. For hU own 
^ous as thaVw4iich hSd been alluded to this ; pari, thougl:^the new ministers were about 
nt^ht, (hat he should now gi\e*notire, that to occupy those places fiom which himself 
he would lo-mor*-ow move an humble ad- , and his colleagues must shortly retreat, yet 
<iress to his majesty, praying, that he would | he had .so little of political animosity towards 

them, that he was%inwilling to impute to 
them any such intentions ns those which the 
zeal of the hon. general this night t;espoke. 
He hoped they were ai^jated by strongt^ 
motives for accession ftofpower, than those 
of bargaining and way into of¬ 

fice. The hon. generalt^reasonings amount¬ 
ed to this : " If you attempt to carry a reio- 


•.be gr»iciously, pleased not to grant any platfj 
in the duchy of f-ancaster, or ehewher^, for 
l;te, which had hilht no'been i^ually held 
by lhej)ovSL*s.surs during his ‘TiiSjesly’s plea- 
«u;c ** (Hear! hear I from all parts’b;',^thc 
Ijopse.) * <• , 

' General^ Gascoyne dj^pproved of the 
bri|>ging forwaid this rc^lution at present; 


j>ecause be Ihuugkt it lo|^ed ve^/.suspicious, jlution of th\j soct, you will throw the 

strongest impediment in the way of forming 
a new and virtuoiv* administration, to sue- 


end h^d tlie/appearangehf beingjnfcnded to 
Strict the fiew govcrni^cnt.pn 

ot all ihoselwho,- accusing ro report, w*6rfc4/‘eed the wicked rfid corrupt one just turned 
^to ha^ a share in tha't^ovei^meiV, it was ^ dt? of o^ce : yfu will paraJize the vigour 
. not pi oper to press it. S%.flK)tiar*Sad beg^,Li^thct^exertion^, you will cripple the mag- 


given of it, that must necessarily have reach- 
fd (l^mr. At ail events,^ though it sh('uld 
p^ss at present, that must noLbe considered 
^ ^'pledge to support bill. P 

Mr. Horner o?' the commit- 
^lee, telt hiftrTW call^^d upo^ to say a fe;v 
^[ords on the present occasion.^ As the boni 
jBparabbad insinuated thal^ia motion liad 


iiilude of their vlans, if you prevent them 
from taking, (v granting lucrative places in 
rpersion, or for life, in addition to those 
they are to hold during the king's pleasure, 
HI remuneration for their great services, and 
splendid talents." This, however, was a doc¬ 
trine to which he could nut subscribe, and-a 
kind of ;iiippor<t Mai the hon. gener^, which 
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be believed, would not ie ve^ grateful to bis 
Criends. * ^me allusion bad* beeoiniade in 
the course of this cKscussion,j to certain re- 
rersionaheldbyadfstinguisheGfatbily, several 
branches of which formed parts of ihe present 
idministra'ion ; but be could see no analogy 
between the cases al^ded to, and those now 
m contemplation of thUhouse; between re¬ 
versions during pleasure, enjoyed for ser¬ 
vices long rendered to the Itate, and rever¬ 
sions and places for life, to bf^ranled in the 
first instance before any service whatever 
was rendered, and given.as a kind of bounty 
to entice a placeman to enlist for a high of¬ 
fice, to which also a high salary was to be 
attached. This was indeed a novel mode of 
recruiting an administration. But whenever 
the new ministers should appear in their 
places, he hoped the hon. genera] would give 
them a very different sii^Tport from the kind 
of observations he had this day pointed 
against them. 

Mr. Hu^isson was sure that the charactef 
and principles of his hon. friend, who had 
brought forward the resolution, would* se¬ 
cure him from the imputation of having 
been actuated by party motives. From what 
be had learned in convers^^ion wdtti other 
members of the committee, he was per- 


beretofore field during pleuure.^^ould bfi 
conferred for life,^ and that too anbhe meiw 
will of the crown, in. order, as 
stated, . fla- mduce a tnan to acc^ another 
office duringt^leasure. W^b regard to th# 
noble family alluded t<^by the hon gent ^ 
holding places of consitferable jffbfic, did tb^ 
non. gent, mean <o assert tharthe holding 
places of profit ify public men was inco^ 
sistent with the purity of puBlic char.^i'er? ^ 
If the hon. gent, did mew that, such a s*n«' 
timent must be heard with peculiar aurpriso 
from such a quarter, •afteif thi-^panegyricV 
which the Iwm.^ent. had thpught proper to 
prormuncc upon the publip spirit and patriot* 
ism of his right hon. friend. For flwHTdh* 
gent, must know that one of the highest 
places of profit in the country was grmitad tj 
reversion to a pgrson of the name ATperce- 
jival ; and again iii reversion to another per* 
son of the same name.* Th# hon. gent. e»« 
pressed his heartfelt^pprobation of theasea- 
stire, which the motion before the house had. 
in view, and in cortturrer'r^'Tl-ltlVlK^hon. 
member, his regret that sucJi a measure had 
not been introduced forty years ago • In al¬ 
luding to the iiou. mover, he coukl not help 
expressii^g his snrpfi.se, that any man whi 
had the least opportunity of appreciating the , 
suaded that they were all agreed tfiaf no l^aracter of lhat*hon. gent, could suppose 
places should be granted hercetorth inreveryfhim capable of binding himself to the pur- 
sion. * • 9 . TL. t !„ j —j 


men^ with a vievif to indpee inc^viduaU to 
accept of offi^, he believed %hat the firsit 
measure of ihe administration then in office, 
with a View to enable a noble lord (Gron-^ 
ville), for whom he felt a very sincere res¬ 
pect, was a sufficient prSof that such an ar¬ 
rangement was not very extraordinary. As 
to the administration, he knew nothing 
more of it, t.baiHife was enabled to collect 
from the rumours kfluat, and he did not be¬ 
lieve that any artVigeraent had been yet 
submitted for the a[^i^bation of the highest 
authority ill the state. 

Mr. If^kithread observed^ that without 
giving any opinion upon the merits of the 
case referred to by th^hon. ^?nt. (Mr. 
Johnstone), he had no hentation in nsserti^* 
that there was a material lifferenc«3et\^& 
that case and the one mcle particularly "isi- 
luded to, in the course of Ihis debate. For 
hi the one, the objeoS waAto enable n man 
to hold an office which wa^onferred uppn 
him for life, in conjunction with one to 
which he was appointed during pleasure, aikl 
for that purpose the sanction of parliamenC 
was applied for, and obt^ra \ wl^i le in the 
nthe^jybe ^rc^sition office 


I 


-- —- — -- — # #1 * • 

As to the propriety of any arrang^ ] poses of^^ny^arty. The house indeed must 

have heard with astonishryent the imputa¬ 
tion ^^hlch an hon. gent. on*t}Te other sldk 
had thought proper to throw dut. The hon. 
member concluded with declaring his cordial 
concurrence in the motion bel'ore the huufif^ 
against which he had not Jieard a single 
gun^ent, and his anxious wi'th for the succeaa 
of the rnption of Vhich his hon. friend (Mr. 
MartiyyjHyici'giien notice for ib? neiit^day. 

Huskissofi in explanation stated, thdt 
he did not mgan ttJasseA a complete analogy 
between the casepf the noblp h*td atiudefT 
to (lord GrenvilleXand that which appeared 
to be so milbh in vpw in the present discu^ 
sion. Pibbamvhe nievlyineanrto infer frook 
tbe.C'-i.'ilef calc, tbit in the conlemplatioff ^ 
'mTnisterial arrangcloents, the nature of 
office |iBigh\'be dianged by connecting it** 
with it was previously’deem4 

ed altogether incompatible. To he sure tu 
one ca.se the changp qpuld be efftetdd oniir'^ 
by the sanction uf^arliament, whereas iaibff 
other it was Juitc subject to the \wll of tlhi 

^ Mr. i’arnf^houglit th3^^*beh 


'arnr/^hought th3t*7t*bebos'ed tbs 
I house to talfe y^culiar care upon a que.stifiv 
* ot this nature. 'For, undei'btqaclid|; that.4 
• \* r' 





PAtt: Mxicn 


[iiti 


f 


li^e lar^(Castlereagh) was likely to hold a 
Nation in the new administration, 
wSof^ conduct in'Ireland coul d not escape 
fcis recollection, he was fully CpBTTiiced of 
'tte necessity of vigilant pr<^ution. He 
(Mf. ParneU) had li\(d the honour of a seat 
in the hous^ of commons in Ireland during 
Hte‘ discussions upon the UnioD,^ and he re¬ 
membered th^jt in the Urst session, wheq 
that measure was proposed and lost, two fa- 
miliedvnf some parliamentar)' influence stood 
i^euter.^^it yi th^ follow'ing session, un¬ 
der this noble lord's managemMt of rever¬ 
sions, these twc7 families were brought, into 
and by such means the union was vo- 
ted by a small majority. A son of one of 
^bese families was, to his knowledge, secured 
iriYftfc is^version of the clerksliip of the pells 
in IrtjlandT'dhd to a son of <he other family 
he imagined that ^ reversion of a more se-* 
'sious nature wis promised, for the first bi- 
alio^iic that became vactint was a*ssigncd to 
.>^Jh]^liese facts jn his recollection, 
and with tne project Sow before the house, 
he thought that every practicable guard 
•gainst corruption ought to be established. 

Mr. Johnstone disclaipied any intention to 
assert any thing so absurd, as that the hold¬ 
ing of a public place of ixtofit was incomp^ 
tible with the purity of public character^ 
He only meant to say, that it^fforded him 
great satisfaction toheara motion of>this na* 
tuce so loud^y^pplauded by men who were 
themselves loaded with so muclKof the pub¬ 
lic mon^. It was a good omen, and he 
hoped it would not prove delusive.—The re¬ 
solution was then agreed to, and Mr. Bnnkes^ 
•Wr. Homer, and* Mr. S. Bourne, were ap- 
pcMUtecl to prepare and brjng in a bill pur¬ 
suant thereto. 

. =*= ‘ V 

• « HOUSETOP I,ORDS. > 

lyirdne^day, M^^rch C5 


[[Mikvtbs.]—^ l‘he royfl assent was given 
by dbmraisston to^the Sl^eXratfe Abolition 
*^11, the Irish T^aence bfl, an^he ^Thames 
J^ce* bill, und twef {L|ivatdj^»i4i^~^rd 

Grenville (vimo sat witlAhis viend^ oil "4* nujvtjuiiidii waa aw«>p««.u i,vr ^iii^ M»ii4 

•jimposition s*ide of the ^use), ^aye notice,first part of ftbe bill, relating to the 


The hoc^p ha^'ng resolved itself fntp a com¬ 
mittee, the Qoblelord stated his intention of 
moving, pursdant to the instruction of the 
committee, to divide the bill into two, and 
also of proposing several amendments in that 
part of it which related to the chambers of 
the court of session, />nd to the court of re-' 
view. With respeecto the latter court, some 
persons had thought that it wodld be an ad¬ 
ditional step iq the progress of litigation, in¬ 
asmuch as the* unsuccessful parties would 
still appeal to that bouse, and therefore that 
the number of appeals to tliat house would 
not be lessened. There was one mode, 
however, he thought,* which would mate¬ 
rially tend to lessen the numbt^r of appeals to 
that house, namely, to abolish reclaiming 
petitions in the court of session, and to sub¬ 
stitute, instead, appeals to the court of re¬ 
view. This would naturally tend to produce 
a more complete adjudication of causes in 
ibe chambers of the court of sefsion, there 
being no opportunity, as at present, of re¬ 
examining their own decisions, whilst there 
was every reason to believe that that careful 
adjudication would render appeals less fre¬ 
quent. Of one part of the bill he thought 
an unfair advantage had been taken out of 
the house, as he never bad an idea that ths 
extraordinary lords to be added to the court 
^f session should hold their places in any 
(wier manner than like t^e judges (>f Eng¬ 
land, durihffi-. good behaviour. He luxl no 
objectioHj int was thought ntcessary, to the 
introduction ofclanses, enacting that the per¬ 
sons to be so appointed should have all the 
requisite qualificalia.ns.—After a few obser- 
servntions from lord Eldon, the amendments 
were agreed to. In the progress of the billi 
lord Grenville stated tha^yj.on furiTfer con¬ 
sideration, it had been tHLnight inexpedient 
to prohibit, altogether, areals from interlo¬ 
cutors ^ and therefbre h^proposed to give a 
power to the court oftojview to receive ap- 
epeals from interlocutors, and also on receiv¬ 
ing an appeal frt)ro final judgment to call for 
all the inlerlocui^s in the cause. An « 
amendment was a^pted to thi? effect, and 


that to on laotipn o^^.itourn- 

inent for tlafesey, he should state such ex- 
plaoctjon^ a^qpi deemed consistent with his 
duty to hi%<$tturitry and to himself, respect- 
ittg ihe^B^umstances vv|}nch hlid led* to the 
pnesent^uation of^ubhe aflaiii,dnd of the 
epuc^. ^ / 

(Scotch Judicature Lord 

GtUmvil!^ moved the order of the day for 

' dbiimittee on the Scotch Judicature bill.— 

*/ 


chambors of the lx)urt of session and the 
Court of review, Inving been separated from 
the rest, the houCe resumed, ai^ the report 
was ordered to ^ received the next day. 

*Lord £^ji moved for the appointment of 
a committee to inquire where the judges of 
jfie court of ^ftsion should be placed during 
their attendancLon the house, and to search 
for prcc^^afs, "feV His reason for moving 
this teat^ae judges of ttfe eo'^rt m 

# 
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temion claimed the xi^t ^^littioi; within .loan, thejfemainder be wished to have le- 
tlie bar, they having form^ part of the parately contract^ for, becaus&he waa 
council of parliament in Sco^nd^Agreed anxious that it should be made pyi^^' 
to. I * ' Bank of Ireland, for the purpose 


HOUSE OF COMStOHS. 

^ 'Wednesday, March 25.^ 

' [MiirtJTEg.]—Ldrd^. C^endish report¬ 
ed from the Lanark commitree, that the sit¬ 
ting member, sir Charles sRoss, was duly 
elected; and that the petition#was not frivo¬ 
lous nor vexatious.—^Mr. Lo^g move^ that 
a new writ should be issued fur a member 
for the borough of Plympton, in the room of 
lord Castlereagh, who had accepted the of* 

£ce of one of his majesty's principal secreta¬ 
ries of state; «nd also, for the borough of 
Newton, in the room of Mr. Canning, who 
had accepted the office of one of the prindi- 
pal secretaries of state. Ordered.—Lord 
Howick adverted to the promise which he 
had given of an explanation with respect to 
the change of administration. T^^morrow, 
there would be a motion for an adjournment 
for some days, and he was unwilling that^he 
house should separate without the explana¬ 
tion being given. He therefore gave notice 
that he would give that explanation the next 
day.—Sir S. Romilly, purAant to notice, 
moved for leave to bring in a bill to render 
the Freehold Estates of tracers liable to the j 
Bankrupt laws dying indebted assets ftw th^ large DibtMlcr%« 
payment of their sitttple contracC debts, | Augmrnt..!ion on 
there* seemed a general ebneurfebee that a 
bill of this natute w'onld be unobjectionable, 
he need not enter upon the grounds of the 
motion. He was sorry that the other billtiixcMs of butt on Hats..!.!. io»ooe 


purpose 

viating'^‘l^SS^nconveniences that wetw felt 
from the Irkh governmetit, they being 
obliged to draw upon tliis couAfry 
%ioney. * The te|;ms, howevdr^whtcliitad 
been olfer^ by the gentlemen who toBII 
bidders for that loan, were su^ as it had ndt\ 
been thought right to accept. The loan was# y 
therefore, contracted for by the gftn^Ieraen» 
who took the English Loan, ijpon au advanco. ^ 
of Is. pd. peg cent, interest, which, he trust- 
ed, ^uld not uf^er these circumstances ' 
thought material. TlieWays and 
by which he proposed to cover these ap¬ 
plies, consisting of the loans, of the Re venua. 
of Ireland, which he took at the sfljiisi*?5^Iast 
^ear,viz. *£*3,88®, 790 ; surplu^(?T the Con¬ 
solidated Fund, ^500,0CIQ; (^million of 
Treasury Bills; and =t3C»,T)«)^which 
proposed by New Taxes and RegluMIbhs, 
amounted in all to .fp,0'85,9p.^,\^icl^left ' 
an excess of Ways ana Means, over the Sup* 
ply, of ^123,8/5. , 


The new Taxes and Regulations were to 
prodace,«by excess of* the Duty on Li¬ 
cenced Distilleries, arising out ot the Re* 

over the 


gulations adopted lyst year, 
(‘^amount of the antecedent year. 


had been ]o.st; but since^ie could not do all 
the good he wished, he must at least endea¬ 
vour to^ all the good he could. The mo¬ 
tion wa^heM put carried. 

[Irish BudgeS]— Tlic house resolved 
itself into a coinmi(\ee of Ways and Means. 

Sir John conscious how little 

claim lie had to occu)^ the attention of the I amply supplied 
house at any. time, but njuch less at the pre-lbart,,here enu 


Taking the Allowance uf lo percent, from 


jfiaoioo# 




Duties on Horses, Carts, 
and Jauiidng Cars. 

Paper ..... 

Stamps . 

Stamps to Retailera 


eo,ooe 

40 , 

5,000 

10,000 

5,000 


Pk^ Augmentation on the Duties of Cus¬ 
toms upon Vinegar, Dyc-SttffF , and a • • 

few other article. 10,000 

Together other ftems, ainounlmg^t:> • 30,000 

altofctber.j^Sdo,oo(v ^ 

Though the Sugar Datyjmposedfest sessioa 
had failed to *prodice, the other duties Ifiad^ 


which ecch^duty 
the t'-d-'ttj 

VA’inaces due oT deal 


deficiency. *The hon. 
:ed il^e proportion* ta 
d exo£.ed^ in produce 
.* Of the/arreart aaif' 
or removes collectors^ 


./’jyjfiOQhad been r^overed within the last 
; bCb^tlii.s .sum was considerably lestf*. 


year 


than would be'recovered in future years, if 
1 ,the measure's should be persevered io for two /j. 


sent, said he should en^avdbr to make his 
to statements as briefly as p«sible; »or should 
he have to trouble the committee on the sub¬ 
ject, if it had not been forjthe cirqimstiyi;,^ 
of his having so great a shfl e in negbciatiAg 
, the Loan la.st Monday for iLland. The hon. 
baronet then briefly ^stat^^ the different , ^ 

items of the Supplies for IrlQnd, composed for three^ears. llit^suTn of tlie arrears ap* 
of its separate charge, aiid'its two-seven- Ipeared gloated ^hi? fear thap last year/Itt 
twnth parts of the chaw of the emi tonsequence <Van arrear that had accrued H 
pire, which made the whole Inarge amount hands of tiV Collector ot*'Miuryborough jf 
* 0 * 56 * 9 ,561, 218 . Part of the|6an for Ireland before he himself in office to tb^ 

bad been contracted foFvKjk tibAEnglisb amount of orders had beea issoel * 












m 
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lotheBoafd of Excise^ to. redact the balah- 
in tjife hands of Co^ctors under i^lOO. 
statement, he trusted, it would be 
inan^est to the committee, that UMJnsb go¬ 
vernment had n 9 t abused the ot^fidencc that 


their moat serious cobsideration. Bot. though 
experien^ had almost deprived him of hojpe 
on this poiptj'^et there were some duties 
that survived ^en bopej and this was one 
of them THe questions which he was 


l^d^'cn placed in«^t. They had a vote of; about to ask, weije merely with a view t» 
^-^h'lyr^^^.OOOS and they had issued bu| I procure information., wd it would depend' 
, jtfOdO. ' Measures had -been taken for j on the answers, whether he should think it 
'.'reduction of 38 c^c& in tfie customs, | necessary to render them tiie grounds o^ 
ir- ;a-, * 1 .-x:-any subsequent* motion. The first ques¬ 

tion, then, wdft, why the accounts on which 
tlie East India Budget roust be founded, 
were not as yet on the table, for the house 
must be aware that it was now three years 
since the last view of the state of India Fi¬ 
nances had been given on full and authen¬ 
tic documents. !nis was a point of great 
iipportance, and worthy of the serious atten¬ 
tion of the bouse, ^ut this was not whnt 
heliad particularly in view at this time, and 
the material object of bis rising* was to ob¬ 
tain information on a subject which ought 
*to be befuHe the house, llie first part rela¬ 
ted to the transaction at Vellore; a transac¬ 
tion, melancholy and disastrous in its imme¬ 
diate effects, and to the last degree danger¬ 
ous, with a view to its ultimate consequen¬ 
ces. Whether/* therefore, we looked back 


and for carrying into effect the suggestions of 
V the Comjmittee of Inquiry. The trade of 
Ireland had improved in the last year, 
/though there ^peated a diralnutiou in its 
exports. . - ^ • 

She value of the Imports for 

,982,000 

5,605,000 


. was 
IKttofor 180^ 

BeiDgVdqcrease of 


377,000 


V 

Es^rtsVa 


for fBCfS 


8,436,933 
•9.314,800 

- i£s77sS67 


Beif^* aff MRMe of « 

VThira, added to the decrease in the Im¬ 
ports, *made the improvement in (be Trade 
of Ireland within the last year considerably 
above a million. Th'e Trade to' America 
bad increased one third. The shipping pfiupon jhe past, or forward to the future, it 


Ifciaed bad increased ih number 1-6, hJ was essentially necessary, that on this point 
tonnage i-p, in seamen 1-3; the British^he i^ouse should be in possession of some 
fhipping trading with Ireland hJc^also in-jlkithentic information, and he hoped that 


1-^2, whilst the foreign shipping 
Ud decrea^ I-IO,* a circums^nce wliich 
shewed, thaf the advantage of the whole 
inerease of the trade remained within the 
empire. The Exchange had also fallen to 
per cei>L a rate much lower than h4U 
bittti known for many years. With (hose 
ppsefs of the growing ]$rospe^ of that 
coDntrj he**should conclude bis (Stak^ent. 
'The hoh. |>art. then moved his resolutions, 
^bich*were agrecd^to. 

[Affairs India, 
ct# wished (o call the a 
Ip a aubject o ^thfe grea' 
that puAose ro:se«t 
the presipent of the 
of the person who ha< 

^nation. Ou the suhj^t to which %e allud- 
'•d, be'coujd speak, perhqps, #Rh more 
Iffirtwledpe than anv who had heard him. 
It related to the stale ^ofi India.* He was ^ 



Sir Philip Fran~ 
n of the house 
rtance; and 
luestions 


com 


ately plied that sP 


ministers,«\Vhoev 0 r they were, would not 
withhold that infot'm:ilioi>. Addressing 
himself, then, to the right hon. gent., who, 
it was understood, had just retirt^ from the 
office of president o(,the Board of Coiitroul, 
he wished to know from him, whether he 
had received official information from India 
on this point, or any information C^-on the 
correctness of which could depend? 
Whether the house Wou^ give him credit 
or not, he would acsure^eni that this trans¬ 
action was one of thw most dangerous kind 
Lwith regard to its consequences, and he beg¬ 
ged of the house not to shut their eyes to it, 
because the dang^was distant in point of ^ 
local situation, put this was not all; he 
lieved that othef advices liad l^een received 

s past, of greater conse- 
formatiOD relative to the 
He alluded to the situation 


wtmin a Tew dai 
qubnee than the 
affair at Vellore. 


__ _ ^ of the CarnatiqtAhiclf had filled the govern- 

so vain nor so ill iustruated Jsy expe- |)nient of Madra/wich the utmost alarm. So 
tiesce, vs to Imagine* that Iny thing he /great, indeed, was tb^alarm, that ar appli- 

sa a M ^ ^ a .1 mw i _ 



_ ^ , or io eg 

•Q|gect*which it was bis to press upon | the 


ps in that settldmvidf.^ He 



ipS] FAHL. J^BATES, Mi«ch t5, y* Lancatier, 

i)a(l no ofiicia] inforraitioq this; but he 


Clfi4 


bad heard it frum what he cdn^ulpd as very 
good private authority, ffytneii, any in¬ 
formation of tliis sort had ccme to the India 
Ilonse, he Iioped the propy |>ertions would 
.jaittsider it as thtir duty ui^ay it before the 
house. In the ip.^nWime ho wished to 
hndw, whether, in point of <act, official or 
□lUhentic information of this nature liad 
been received. He assured the houwthat 
the InlHrnntion to which referred went 
to the very evi^teiire of <*ar power in^lndia. 
lie had long wished <o give up all concern 
with the ah’iiifs of India, on aewunt of the 
inadequate eflects wliicli he had found to rs- 
suit from his earnest and frequent appeals 
to the house fin that subject. But tiiis^ 
however, was not solely an Indian snhiccr, 
it was one materially connected with tne 
prosperity and perh ips*lhe existence of lliis 
country. In the same ijiaiincr, whatever 1 prudent to comply. 


whole affahr. As. to the third qiipstlon, re-> 
lative to the situation of the Cai^natic, he 
could assure his lion, frijsnd, that his 
infonn^tlfq^ was wrong No applilation 
had been m^e for troops to genctal^ait- 
land by ‘tlie Madras government, 

•was one general, indofd, 
self illdifficuIt*Gh'cniTista;igpffh!nTa^)l^ (o 
tlie governor of Cfylon for some troop^ 

^K) regular advices on this suli)eci had arrive 
from India, (general Maitland, ^'itb dial 
attention to his duty, and to^e interests o^ 
his country, for which fic w'^s distinguished/ 
liad tahen (lie ^rst ofiportiyiity of sending 
tUedSrliest notice of tlie itaic of India, but 
no regular advices had come from IrsdW It¬ 
self. As to the alTair at VelJ^re, a motion 
was made for laying any information^iliSSPt 
point before thejitni’^e, the board^Tc^troul 
woukl, of course, Juijge how fa^t wodld be 


matcriallv art'ecled Ircl.nd was not only an 
Irish but a Critisli subject, as tlw Interest ol* 
both were, in a great measure, identilied.— 
Mr. Hn^ki^son spoho to order. He^p- 
prclieiided that it was irregular to go into a 
long staiemcnr when a member rose merely 
|Q Uf'k a question. ^ 

The SpcfiUr agreed dial it wa? irregidar. 
f5it P, fraHih Twd no other intention than 
merely to justify his asking those quesJions„j 
Aud, us he had done this, he would lresp.i«'t 
an thp attention <)f*thc lu^ise M 4'rthcr. 

Mr. Vii'i Mry j|ose to give suci^ausw'CM's as 
he could to the qiiestionsof hi. hon. friend. 


[MoTKfjJ Ri siT-.gnvo 

TKi; Duciiv OF Lanc.vstku, -Mr.. 

Hfrii'if Martin ros^, farsu.';,^t”ib to 

Kiibmil his motion to the house j and he had 
to regret that this task had not faliPii into 
abler hands. He felt that he had little claim 
to the consideration fif thejiouse, anti trusted 
that some gentleman of greater talents w'ould 
fVmie forward to sifpport the question which 
hi; looked upon it as his duty to bring under 
thecoDsi/lbrafion of the house. But before 
he should enter into the gsQunds.of his 
tion, or of ^he propriety of bfiiTging it w- 
ward, he wished to clear away every suspi- 


niiidc out, (and it *-^.s his intention to have 
brought forward as might be vt. collect¬ 

ed frum ili(‘ notice Al; hackgiven. But when 


To the qviesiicn, why no account relative to|cion that he was acUi..ted by any motives of 
the finances of India bad been laid before the hostility towards the right hon, and learned 
house, the answer wjHfrh.at none could bo gCnt. (Mr. Percev^id) who^MS the object of^ 
laid, as they had not as yet arrived. ()ne it. JrVitli that gentleman he had the plea- 
year’s aorounts might, indeed, Imve been sure and the honohr of being long acquaint¬ 
ed, and,.dt% enicrtainud tlie higficst .rgspect 
for Ms abilities and character, hrluch as bt? 
was attached 4 ) the* hondlirable persons 

be found that he wasHinmediatcly to iiave a coin{>osed his majesty’s late administration, 
successor, and that, in hict, fur some days he could assuro theU)ou>o, that in bringing 
past, he onlyheld the office as^/octfw ' forvvjnrd thiS^notioiA lie wHs^actuated by do 

lie thought that it would be more proper, party mbtiv^ , H(1 w’ished‘al?o to jihew,^ 
•under all the circumstan™, not t8 take .the tlgir.b^ a'ouif*; ihis. ^he was not doing any 
atiair out of tlie li'Uids of otbera. He trusted W'tiing that would treoch upon the preroga- 
it w'ould not be thought llnit there*was#iiyfl tive of the crown. PVopi the year 10'(X) to 
neglect on his parr. Thclc were non/ar-Vlhe presWIt tune, there appeart^l but two* 
rived but the accounts to which he hai)* ad- \instances in which the office of chancellor of 
verted, and these he s»ppos|y.were not those j/the Duchysof kaiftcq^tcj^, to which liis'mo- 


) 


tow'hieh his hon. friend ha^eferred in his' 
question. As to the (ptestiun respecting the 
transaction at Vellore, the Kgst India boaid 
was in pos'^ession of autlu'ntii^ocuments re- 
hifive to that point, wjiicl^would enable 
tliem to forw a complete jTl®n^fTbon the 
Vc^: IX. 


tion parlipularly applied, had been gran^gd 
for life. Ihare-sultlif the niiquirv, which 
lie had been '.^le to make t^on so short a 
notice was, thi\it had not in any other in-t 
stance beert ^an^ed for lite within that pe-, 
riod of 14/ years/ This would sainify |h« 
O • \« 

.• . \ . • • 
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house that his motion for d'n * ad((ress, that I tion or tnodificatlOD of the office. He was 


hiyjHai^siy would be gr^iciously pleased to not, howe^r>,^ wedded to the words of 
gvaiityiis place acrtii-duig to the usual prac- hii» motion, as to consent to modify it in 
tice, I'ould not intertere with hiyfOySl prp- . any manner thanthe house might tl.ink pro- 
rpgatiMe. The drst instance ^ wlncii it I pey. He did nA,. know whether the com- 


f nfiieygeiieia^ He should establish the, that this odice ought 10 he altogether abolish* 
Fer»?nce between the cases. In that in-; ed Bui he di^ think that it would bei'ome 
nee, lift, person had been raised to the a question in ihii c inuui'.tets how far the 
peerage when &4! the avenues to his pro ' rr:im of places tor'lde j grievance. For 

fjsssiqn were shu: against him^and it wras his part he l(K)l'e(i upon sucii grants as equals 
thought righ: rtf give him •i.onie provision ' ly gue\'ai>ces with the grants in reverhion, 
reward oVbis services. The next i and w^as ol opii ion, hJi no peistn should 
insuMce was in 17 S 2 . when the piece of, gruni plai-es i xieot dr.rinji hfs^»un life, wi- 
rh^tj^lnr nf tlic Duchy ot L:.nca-)er had ; less Or distinguished services In such ca* 
beengPnr^^ fyr life to lord Ashburuin. ■ soA he would admit tl e pn.priety ot 
He \v5s:in^>us to state .ill that be had been I for ll'e, as a renii-i<tvaii(>n 1 r he service^ 
libie to fijid'Vn Genilemon f peiformed. Bu' the hon and Iwinied gent, 

*)q^jniotsijg^e him ignorant of^thc ca^es i was to have another si;i7i:ti<jn. which was in 
that uftl^'Uprtn his motidh But under what I ^tsell a place ot great honcur and imolu* 
vircujnstfipcc^iad that nqble lord received ! ment, antf then fore could haxe i o claim to 
this office ? H^ad lilled the office of soji-* the j^rant for life of such an office as tliat of 
Citur gc;pera1 j had been long ui the head of' the chaitcellurhhipof the duch\ ot l.ai.cas- 
his profession ; and had disiingui'hed him- ! ter. Were the gent'emen who were !■> be- 
celf in that house as much as the learned ! come his majesty's miui'«ters to be tempted 
gent, opposite, but in a far diffident in.in- I by such means tt accept offices, which w'eie 
ner. ile had distinguished himself in the ! generally ohjeru of honourable ambmon ? 


support of the rights of the people, and of\He did not mean to conffi e his morion to 
the autliority of parliament, i’> \vhich ’vay I ihe pariicidrir ca-e, but rested ii up«>n gene- 
he had never heard of *he learned ^nt. ha- ral principle^ toesiendjo all siu h offices 
vrttg distiiTgivsfied himself. That noble pending the, existiM'oe of ffial ci mrffi'tee, 
lord having got a peerage, wheir all the law from wliObe'ljboiir» he w'as* convinced the 
offices w'ere full, it had been thought right house and the puhHc service \m '.iai deitveso 
by the persons with whom he had acted in rir.uch beneht His motion Wvuild not, at 


purliameni, to give h'm the chancellorsh'p > ail events. l>c liable if* the ohj^cuou made to 
* ibeDuchyof Lancaster for life. But it had not a resolution moved the preceding da\ by the 
bei»n granted to him to induce him to accept ch urman of the comniitree, and reeommen- 
another ofpr.e of honour and emolument, ded by ihc committee, tl^at it was inno- 
}t was granted for seriTces all end? |>brfpi m -1 vation, because in the cohYse of H7 yearli, 
ed. Tlu’sf were all.! 1 C c.'scsihai lie could there appeared but two/nstanccs in which 
^infl of such a grant 3 Ind, Ihcrelore, tin* the place had bcerfgrai^cd foi life. An ad- 
molion forVn^ddnss to li> majesty, to make dress liad also been vcTfed ol a similar nature 
the^grant in the n^-.ual mynner, tviuhl not in-, on a former occasion, with which his nia- 
terfere with ^h^^prw‘•,og^f ive ; ^d tjiere was jesty had comp5icd, *and had been graciously 
ea 4 >re(!edent ol an adcTiils, thpiniBiiiht sub- pleased ttf rejily ^at he would not grant llie ^ 
sVai.re. thoiigh not ill fonn, wnih thatVniidii office for life, aid he had npver since so 
he propo.'te'd to niov^ Hut address had pUBmtecI it. It might be said, that he ha(!( 
^heeii A’qied on the 23d of DcceiqJjJr 1/83, Hta^n the house ly surprize It ill became 
on the occaMon of a rumcvl^tllat it was iii/lnni to sptak of yimself, but every man who 
hU ipitjesty’:> coniemplatidn to grant lhis(! kne^^ him, mns/know that he was incap.*!- 
place for lif- or ror*ji:5 (ftherterm^than du-■' hie of taking hoitse by surprise The 
tfhg pleasur.?, nolo a p;;rficulaV ;;ei«iod. Herfioiionhad arifcu out of the discussion the 
was a wale of llie diftcrence/jitween that preceding day, and lie delay ol a lew hour* 
risoUiticn^and/lio motion iiitended ty miglit have rrfidered it nugmory It might 
•iuake, Li.t at that lime a re|ftr| v^as expect- also be ashed,^ hy he had ina brought lOT- 
•ed from the committee offices and ac- ward li^^olw^^rier tin late adminislra* 
^lus, which might rcv^o^imcud llie abuli- tion ?yKuiluj||(be ahpi^d 
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were incapable of an/such\proceeding, be¬ 
cause they had shewn no dispo^^ to grasp 
at ?very thing they could gfffyre, because 
they had shewn the disintepsted principles 
upon which they acted, by Abstaining from 
,,j£panting any places inrejmion. The hon. 
ohd learned gent. ^cdtfUuded by moving, 
'' That an humble adoress be presented to 
his majesty, that he would be graciously 
pleased not to grant the office of chancellor 
of the Duchy of Laucaster,«dr any other of¬ 
fice not usually granted •for life, for any 
other teim than during pleasure/' 

The Hon. J. IV. iPard rose to second the 
motion, to which hegave his full and cordial 
approbation. The motion for the address 
to his majesty was recommended to the 
house-by evety principle of reason, andfall 
the authority of precedent. The precedents 
shewed incontestibly tftat the motion would 
not interfere with the royal prerogative, and 
the reason of the thing was so obvious, as not 
to require illustration. Every ^ant of ^ 
place for life had a direct tendency to impair 
the dignity of the crown. Any other Ihea* 
sure might be condemned upon certain par* 
ticular grounds, but this was a proceeding 
which was to be resisted ugon every consi¬ 
deration of reason, policy, and interest. 
The practice, ifpemiltiei, would impair the 



present ab the discussion of this question, 
that he had dei^j'ed accepting the office 
which, but for the notice given by t> 
tifturahl?.^jfntlcman the preceding night, ne 
should^ ere this, have helc^ He tlioi^ht it 
his duty by nis present^ to take 
the house thought fit t<f addre^ 
it should be on accurate stj, 
no uncertain rumihurs should usurp tbi 
of facts. He could not for & moment _ _ 
pose, whatever might be the mo^'es^bf hij 
hon. and learned friend, that U»e Resent mo¬ 
tion prcKeeded from atfy pei^n^ ill-will to¬ 
wards hfmself, J^causa, injhe whole of hia 
intCifourse with his learped friend, he was 
not con.sclous of asingle circumstance from 
which such ill-will could aris^ It w^as ua^- 
questionably true, that he had reedped^n 
offer from his ^ajesty of the cbificellprship 
of the exchequer, accompani^With a grant 
of the chancellorship of^hvfiuchy of Laq« 
caster fordife; and.that, but 
friend’s notice, he should at that moment, 
have been in possession of hotiT tlAse Situa¬ 
tions ; his learned friend, therefore, was not 
chargeable with surprise In bringing for¬ 
ward Ins motion at so short a notice, as 
otherwise the seasoif of it would have gono 
by. He was not in the house the preceding 
evening) but understanding that such a no¬ 


dignity and means of the crowt'. It would * lice had been given, instead of approaching 

1®.. -i • ...1 .1 _•• 9 A.'„_ ..I- _ _ _£•_?_• 


abridge the exercise of the power of puniah- 
ing ^eak, wicked? or corrupt ministers, by 
depriving therp of their offices, jtnd take 
away from the crown the power of bestow¬ 
ing those offices on wise and virtuous mif 
nlsters; it would remove all locuspcnitentice 
from the sovereign, tying up his hands 
■with resjJect to otfices which he miglit once 
have ccai^erred on unworthy objects, and be 
4in injury to the rfghts amt interests of the 
])eo])le. Unavailin^wonld be the complaint 
of the people uiiiier tiieir sufferings } it 
would not be in the power of the crowm to 
revoke such grants, after they had been once 
made. Grams of this desci^piiun appearcif 
to him unconstitutional under all circumstan¬ 
ces. They had the effort of raising up a 
race of men* to live upon the wealtli of tt/-^ 
public, and to make them alike iifdeptydeijt 

3te 


his sove/bigd for the purpose of receiving 
his appointment to office, had. approacjted 
him with ^ request ?hat tHb*appointment 
might not take place on that day, that 
might have an opportunity of addressing the 
house on Che subject; and still more, that 
kis majesty might not be fettered, in consex . 
quq|iceofnny advice that the house might 
think proper to dIFer him This request was 
accompaiued with an assuranc^, as Jijs ma¬ 
jesty had been pleased to think ^at hecouM ' 
be an useful ^erv^t, that, whatever nqig^t 
be the pleasure of^hs majestyjii ^nsequence 
of any address fro;n the bouse of commons, 
although should ^eprive him of tlie dudiy ' 
of L'lnCastei*. formpriy offered, it would nog 
in the* slightest degree abate his^w'Uh to b?rve 
ills majesty. Unquestionably, though in the 
first instance he shodid.noi have tell juittifiud* 
in negfdCling his duly to his fai}illy‘by quit^ 
ting a lucrative profession without the pros- • 
pect of SDinetlfnig^ li^e con]pens‘iiti(^, yet 
when he found hj^ majesty thought his^ger* 
vices inightbe advift)Utgeuu« to tbe inUerest 
of the count*^% and when Jiic saw the crisis 
in which that'country w'as placdd, he foli-jt 
uo longiff id bq 3 matter ot option with bin). 


of the sovereign, who mij'hl promote 
and of the people, by wh-tmthe mcanfiwen 
supplied fur their support/-.As the gmnt o 
places for life therefore li^ such a dirsjt 
tendency to deprive the crown of the powe 
oi punishing weak or wickeda^and of rewartl- 
ing Its meritorious servants, *10 motion tor 
♦he address should have bisjwarmast support. 

Mr. Perceifttf, had folt‘fi affCSl^ to bei but that whatever might bo th^conSeqai|Dce»* 
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t6 himself, his so\creign’shouldcommrind ir'was noLdirected solely against him; he 
ih&utoost exertion of his humble abilities, did noi say personally, but from 

precedents alluded his being si*p»sed to have facilitated the 
to by Cis learned friend, he wouldTTTRt com- arrangements icb a new administration. It 
pare iJiinsLlf with the object o# either, but would therefore\^a serious subject for the 
tb!itRWd^,J^hburt&fi should be allowed, coiihideratiou of tlhl^housc, whetlior in itnr 
wttl^(»**^^it^F^o accept fc^r life the chan-‘i present state and cri^^ tff the country, and 
^hip of tfe duchy «f Lancaster, im- j when all the circumstances connected with 
I on him^he belief that no parliamen-,! thenewarrangeinpnt were before them, when 
ejection existed against such an ap- they recollected that the object ot forming 
lointmei^ I^ord Ashburton was Liken out j a new _adi'ninisttation W'iis to preserve the 
of the jwofesSHin of,the law by an adniinis* 
tratiori professedly of pure Whi^ p^uciples, 
that of lord Uorfcingliam ; mid the to 
fam upf t he duchy of Lancaster was afterwards 
confirmed to him under the administration 
of a near relafn'c of the noble lord opposite 



establishments of* the country, and perhaps 
the religion of it, whether they would 
be disposed to throw any difficuUies in the 
way of his majesty in forming a new admi¬ 
nistration, when he conceived that in so 
! doing lie was only labouring to preserve the 


was a'tnan>|dth whom it w»iild certainly he j 
presumptuoukfor to compare him^eU, 

" his nlajuifv*might think proper at diflfe- 
ren^twe^^o reward services done!(' difi'e- 


jsofLansdowne). l^ord Ashburton I cciistitulion of the country. Having said 

thus much, he thovglit that be ought to 
leave the subject to tlie discretion and judg¬ 
ment r»f the innisc, and that as it particularly 
j-elatcd to Jiiinself he shtmld withdraw, after 
■rent Jirat^he^of the consiUution, Ihc most j having put the house in possession of his 
distinguiSied sen ice of that learned lord was ; seiigments; but before he withdrew, he 
the farpous resolution proposed by him in ! should re]>eaf, that whatever might lie their 
the house of commons, “ iliat the influence ' ' ‘ 
of the crown had increased, wat iiicrcasing, 
and ought to be diminished.” Such n per¬ 
son having received thnt*appointmcnt. un¬ 
der such an administration, had led him to 
think that the present motion v^muld not 
have been seconded or supportcu by the 
jwyresentatpvc*? ^*1 tl*e Whig principles in 
that house, aud that it would r.ot have rc* 
ceived the countenance of an administration 


determination on the subject ot the duchy 
oi Lancaster, and whatever sacrifices h« 
m'ght be calletl* upon to make, noservi^'es 
that he coiiKl be called upon to render to his 
majesty should in the present situation of nt- 
tairs be withheld.'—Mr. Perceval then made 
Ins how, an^l left the ho^se. 

Mr. Piitmer rose merely vindicale?^him- 
sclf from me charge that ••was yesterday 

___ brought against him, of ni.tking a siaiement 

whose first act had been, not inertly to ;u{\i.se 1*111 that house on the mere aullhinty of an 
(he king to any due exercise of his j.rery-I idle rumour. It apj};Micd now, from what 
-^tive, but to imrodnee into parliament a ; had fallen from the right hon. and learned 
measure, by vvliicli a noblf lord was enJbled • gent, that his statement had been perfectly 
to hold*lw*o siiualion.s constitutionally in- correct, and that if ith^dnut betur for thr; 

I pom;iotible with each other. The'argumenls , notice taken of it last night in ihe house, 

of thc«hoif, geniieivcn opposite were apjdi- , tln^ business would luive gone too far (o 

iCalfle against evt*ry grai^ of*an iifhce for remedy it, and tliA righ*t hon. gent, would 
life, as wdl ift hi.-* ciwii: iluy were appli- have now been in the possession of the t\u> 
cabfb to lh;i4 excc^itioii from tht^practij:e sotplaces. He did not ptetetid to deny the 
. loudly boa.sled-hy the lafc admiaistralion, of merit of llic rtghl Lon. gent., or moan any 
• w'Uhhtilding reversinitaiy grafihi;^^wliich ' thing personal a^nst him, but lie had a^ 
the chancclJor, to reward did private mei4-, great objection taihe principle of giving a 
. torious serv'iccs of aiylndividtial, Jiad pro-lAnjat pla^e for life, merely as an induce- 

Cured. fpr him the Teviusion fo Jife of a to a person to accept of an office in the 

lucrative siloation. Surely, it* the clerk^of/servj^e of the cinnilry, the emoluments of 
a ba^stqr was nut an inynoper^person on' 
whoni to confer vuclf a jirant, it seepvod ex¬ 


traordinary ihat^he (Mr, Fcrceval^.fhouUI he 
considerAl so. Although hc.artpiittcd liis 
learned friesd flf any improper intentions) 
lie should leave it to the lionsoi tij con.sider, 
wheihettthis motion arose •from any large* 
aii(lg*:ncral vie^' of the sjugjeci, or«wIicthcr 


had hilh^lo been considered a siilTi- 

fcCiciu rompeusawjn. 

‘ l.,ord yA'wrjy4*cf/y said, that if he had not 
I^ecn so personally alluded to by l!ie rielil 
lion, and leariAd gent, he did not think he 
should have^iiiblcd the house with ;my 
rvatJUii uiJU^uiie present question. He 
ri^y To ]5Jn perfectly wifli J.hc hon. 


observa 
vvas 



/ 


«nj oen 
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gent, who had brought forward tUs motion, I until the C^ief Justiceship should be vA- 
in disclaiming any thing likej^^ial hosti- cant, this place was conferred upon h^n^ 

right This was a case, which, he conceive?^-^*^'** 


Itty or personal reflection 


Wn. and learned gent. whJT was the most | totally, diferent from the present. Jf the 
immediately interested injpe present mo- ! salary of lh% chancellor ^f the cxclequcr 



fimi; and lie had no h^^fnation m stating, i were not sumcieiit, m be ^ 

that if the sabry anncjfrd to the situation of •Icrtcd, that tliCTe wete 
chanc^cilor of the excheqnci' W'as not siifti- | of other offiert "jrhicH n>^)t ' 6 e gl 
cient 
have 

mentation 

and proper compensation* for the Services warding great 5 er\ices,merel 3 |ietf^duce per- 
which might be expected from the light hon. sons to Income members, of an administration, 
gent. But although he certainly did ob- He qj^SRide^d^t it Was actiost serious and 
ject to a place fur dife being given to that | uncuiistituliona) attack oii»the most importmt 
gentleman, in-order to induce him to accept, prerogativ'cs of the crown, to deprive it of all 
the siiuation; yet as be had not before said • power and means of rewardyig great public 
a word upon the subject, he did not kmJw j servltvs, by taking the best places gifts- 
how the right* hon. gcqj. had discovered that | that it was iiiAhe power of tU^^ruii/n to 
he so warmly supjxirted tlie motion. HeT bestow, before any of thosa^rvrees had 
thought it was also somewhat strange that been pc- formed. Hetlion|[lH fct the croii^ 
lie should be charged uilh acting inconsis- | ought nof to liaveJjeen 


tcntly, dr in a manner disresjiecfful to ilie 
memory of his near relation, (the marqiijs of 
liansdown) if he W'as not to be bound com¬ 
pletely b)' those precedenU of the year 1 /() 2 , 
or 1783 . He thought there was a great rf- 
tiyg.'nce between the cases aited and tlic pKc- 
sent; but if there was not, he should 'ot 
think it quite fair to charge him with incon¬ 
sistency, if he sliould hold a difreregt opi¬ 
nion. That rclat^n, so near and tlcMr 
him,* (tlie marquis of I..aiTsdown, diis^athcr) 
had abundant«claims upon hV love and 
respect, without adverting to the case of 


gilt nor to liave^en advi.sed'CtfW« 4 i^it’Ua 
powcij aud prerogatives in this manner.. 
Upon the subject 8 f the aiietfttiofl of 
crown lands, it liad been always obsen’cd, 
that in whatever projioriion the croi^n gave 
away to individuals^ its pos:)essions and it» 
right, iii'rhat pioportion it became weaker, 
and k w’as the same with respect to lu¬ 
crative ofHces. If they were all given away 
directly oi ii^reversion to one set of minis** 
ters, tbeferown left itself without that pa¬ 
tronage and power of yewaixJio^great servi¬ 
ces, wliicli»it ought to po.se^ss. A recent 
and \ery remarkable case had (iccurred some 


lord Ashburton. But, however sincerely! years ago in corroboration of this opinion. 


he was bound to respect his opinions and his 
memnr), there wer^io tics of relaiiansliip, 
or private atf'gtkni and respect, which tuuld 
preventlTIni in that house from expressing 


On an arrangement that was then proposed, 
tTiis very place w.is olfcretUo lord Sidmouth^ 
wbwhad rendcred^considcrable service during 
his long and meritorious di>ichargc M'his da- 


ifjs ow'U opinion on any subject that came tics as Sfwakor. l.itrd Sidmouih declined 
before them for di'ifnissic'ii. The case of lit, and said he could no^ bring hisnsejt* to bh 
lord f.cclimere he concefred to be quite dis- j the msti umeiit ('f ^ilien.iling from the crowa 
tinct and separate from tJic present: as to | the me .nis of rewarding greater fkiblic ser- 


\ ices than l;ad as vet been abl^io perform, 
[t w?is not as a ic-iimon*’ in favour of lord 
Sifimouth tint he *nientioned this, for the* 

his 


the case of lord Ashburton, it must be re-^ 
c<tllcctcd that the place of ih^duc.hy i f Lan¬ 
caster was not given him as an ijjduccmcnt 

to take anolI;er place, bui* as a means of suj)- ' nobio lord reqw'ie.i no Mich fesdmony of 
porting the dignity of the ]>ecrage to wiiich - dialnferostevl Init he mentioned it 

he had been laised, not oiilj" on Sccoi]^t cl j meiriv ftinl.e inf/i u,ii-c'U ot tho^^e members 

who wer? lux. p'cuiou *y acqikiinfed with* 
the cirruinstLinre. 'I'iie pi iiKiplo _^upon 


nly 

his great merits, but fur the sendee ai 
sistance he c<iuld render as a law lord. 


Ashburton w'as theii*iooKeJ Vp to hyVi'cry i which iorif Sidux^nJi reluftt'd il appliei^vitb 
bmly as the hticM : iu'tv-,sor tlblord | much greater sirrw’ih to the pre-ont cac#-; 

as Chief Justice of the King’s Rcncli, which ' be-idis, it. Was Kuonmi. iIAt lliew was a 
was the highest object of ]('g;l^mbition. HTs 1 committee ctiihe houdC naw jronstiluted, 
majesty had been advi'.cd to ckifer the peer-1 for the exnri^s purp c of consiirering what 
age upon him, and that he_ehoqk9[«d want luselcss aim sinacure oilice-i nu^hl jie abo> 

c«a- 


Wiiiable .nfcaus of supposing it^^ignitv ^islied jind as it^vas poisjolc that tfie 
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snittee might consider thjs to b» nmong the 
Buiuber« he thought that it bhould not be 
disposed oC in a manner contrary to 

I ^age, before the opinion of tlie com- 
s was pronoiinred tipon it. * 

^ StM'gi's* eoulS not help ex* 

v’rpri>o*'at the manner in whiel^ 
ihw Y*nWrtwv^siipported^ and his astohish- 
at thehon. and learhed quarter whence 
olfcinaled. » When he recollecied that the 
I hoii^?nt{t learned gent, who brought for- 
*ward the'i. 'jj^n was acquainted with the ta- 
letits. inlej^y, atid disinterestedness of 
his right hon. friend-F-(Here thr re v.as a con¬ 
tinued cry oH hear ! lieSr ! mixSt* with 
langlu^ )—A more itononrable, a note 
libera], a more independent, and a more 
disinterestedTljar;.eter i ever existed—(bear! 
hear^!)-*^e would go farther, and say, that 
if his riglN^hon. ar.d learneti friend acceptej# 
of both plans, he ^oulJ make a large sa- 
crifi ye bjfa <<roandoiiing hU professional pur 
suits III return, lie ^fiould like to know, 
thef.,* vpiience arose the surprise of hon. gen¬ 
tlemen opposite, when the word disinterest 
ednev; was mentioned ? It could be from 
personal motives only. He was surprised 
that the noble lord ^ho had lately left Ids 
majesty’s councils, should throw any embar¬ 
rassment in the wa> of tlie new admini.<ttra- 
tion, when that embarrassniont tended to 
impede the usua’ exercise of the prerogative 
of. the crown. ^Tlie value of the rhnncel- 
*lorbliip ot**lkc duchy of Lancaster did not 
exceed 20CKH per annum $ an& was this too 
large an equivalent for the fruits of his rightj 
hon. fneiid’s professional exertion.s ? He 
.further contended, that the grant of^Iie 
place in question fur life was an usual gr.mi 
(hear!. hear! from the \jpposiUOD). will, 
if it tyas hot an usual grant, he^was at least 
• wairahte^ in saying, thut it was not an un- 
^ pi^ecd^nted one. *'He maintained that tliere 
* was no ijifferencc between the present case 
ajyl that of loid AUiburion, alihough it had 
been atteihpted ciu set np som^ kindiof dis^ 
tinc(ion. Tiiere iiOjl tpuch been .s*aid during 
i late debate, ns to the ccopomy of the late 
administroHion with respect to the grant of 
. reversions ; he hnd/fiinre inquired into it, 
/and‘had found, that three .reversions only 
fell witliin the power of the late adniinistrn- 
tioB> and that of tlK^e«thrce Uiey had nU 
^fady granted two ^herj several numbers of 
theUlt^admiuisrratioivdistinctly said, '' slate 
them, state them. *’] reriinp.s* iipon recol¬ 
lection, ^ w«is not quite warranted in the 
coBclusion he had diaun' of:e«of the two 
^ htfd alluded to w ns^^liu believed, up^ 


consideration, not th6 gran( of a reversion* 
He had understood from the noble lortl 
(H. Petty) lord Ashburton was to keep 
the place in qlestion (bi life, besides that 
of Chief Jusuce of tlie (^ourt of the'' 
King's Bench (3^|;encrat cry of no ! no H ■ 
pcri aps he was imtakeii, he might have 
mimnderstoodfthe noble lord ; but it he did 
not misunderstand him in another point, he 
could not abktaifi from expressing hU eur* 
pri*>e as to thtfc,point Ihe noble lord had 
talkeckof the committee of tintince, as entw 
tied to inquire into the state and utility of the 
office now in question. The noble lord 
ought to have known^ that that office be¬ 
longed to his majescy^s privy purse, and 
therefore could not possibly tome under the 
cognizance of that committee. Before he 
sal down he could not help expressing his 
surprize, that the ndble lord (Howick) had 
fixed upon to-morrow Ibr a certain inipor- 
tant Explanation, when that noble lord must 
•have been aware, that the leading persons 
most interested in the discussion, and who 
had their story to tell, mutt by that time 
have vacated their seats by accepting the 
new appointments. 

\Mr. Sharpe ^id, that if he were to judge 
f'Wi the specimen just given to the house, 
he should not expect that the new administra¬ 
tion would be good at making convincing 
Jipee^he.s. He could not help seriously ex- 
pressuig ^lia surprise at*the assertion gf the 
hon gent, n ho spoke last, that there was no 
ditfercnce between tlie present case and that 
of lord Ashburton. It was painful to him to 
enter into any personal compari.son, but he 
hoped the house M acquit him of any 
invidious motive. Mr. Dunning was indispu¬ 
tably at the liead of his profcusic^ He was 
shut out from tlie great emoluments of sunh 
a bituniioii, by being.advanced to the upper 
lioiis'e. As to ihv right hon. gent, in ques¬ 
tion the least lie could say, was that that 
riglit hon. gent, certainly was not at the 
luad of his profession. He (Mr. Sharpe) 
had rt*|Katedly in the course of not a very 
.short lift’i discha/ged the duties of a juror^ 
and yet it had been his great Iniftfortune ne- 
vcv ones to have Lad his understanding en- 
ligl'ened by the profe^siona! exertions of 
tbqfright hon. gent. He would go farther, 
forfHhe truth,was, that the abilivies of tlie 
right hon. gq^t. were not known until he 
had ii'tp an official situation. It might 
be asked, wtp' did he enter into this unplea¬ 
sant con)pnjr‘'un ? because it was of impor¬ 
tance ^ that house and to the rouniry,»-to 
know^rant w'lff the real exleiU of the pro- 
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IfesBional sacrifices made by thwghr hon. | connected ^th the question nowbefomit* 
gent. He badtbe honour tobejn^mberuf! it was hard for biiii» diirjng the remunj^' 
the finance committee rbovepntirs ao often of the debate, precisely: to determin^Mhe 
alluded to; and when he that one of exact limita of order. The house ha^ snf. 
the firvt steps of the new admnisir^.iion was ' fered ihe debate to take » turn, whjpb it 
Sii^asp at so considerable^ sinecure at the was not for him to cb^ge; aa_jp * 
same lime that he sa# tnera so fafdescenuas ^ressions of a diy>rderly natttfevrJ^ 
to endeavour to justify itiemSelves by recri- j be prepared^to detfct and resist then)- 
iqination, iiwonid make hiiji more cautious, | ^ Lord Hawick did not think the hon 
and encourage him to proteci^te his labours ! when he was interrupted actually out ( 
with greater diligence, in ortler that tjic re- der, b it he much fear-d, iha^aAe 
port might he made before' that prematuie ■ member, had l»e nnt bt;pn th^Jfi'Interrupted, 
extinction which he foresaw intended was htiriJi*!g into ihat w'hicli would hav« 
for the present parliament The hon. gent. cailcd.iii^senoujn«inim(fi1ieradn. 
concluded w'iih expreS-.ing his intiie concur- • Mr. i^jontague in ceutinuation, sai^ 
rence in the myiion that if n member d>d not intend to b# 

Afoutague rose, tp contradict, sub* disorderly, whileier e^praAii^s might 
ataniiaHy and direcOy, the ftatement made hive fallen from Inm, ihat m^ber was 
by the , hon. genticinaii who had just sat nut to be put du» it by clamo^ Hb ad* 
down, as far as that statement Klnied lo the ^lietined liimsel:'Ut thtw ii^ilependcnt mem- 
profesMonaleniinenceofhihriglithoii.fliend. ber^ of ih«ii nonse, and to ibeir alteutiqn. 
The hon. mover knew weil tiiat eminence;^ did lie n.irlicularly address hi niM'lf 
Snd he contended that his right h*n. fiiend* crjMif #rder. order! cbaii, ch.'srU.. 
must lose considerably by hi- present ^p-. The wisherl the honouramernem* 

pointment, that is, he would give up more bc^to recollect, that in the langnage^ofthat 
than he would receive. He contended, tip^ house no such distinction between its mem* 
on the word of a gentleman, that such hers was recognised.. 
thfl»fact. His right hon. friend had nine | Mr. A/un/ugue, in continuation, again 
even a greater sacrifice j he had given ' apologised, staling, that the distinction he 

the post of attorney general, to winch he meant was between those seelgng for placei 
had au undisputed claim. Was he to ruceive | and pensipns,«and those who were not can- 
lio equivalent forjbe loss of eighi or tdli ' didatts fur either. He himself was one of 
thou;And pounds a year ? 'Gentleinen^nigbt | ihe latter, for he never*hafrflt|^jieyer wduld 
laugh, but he was anxious to cbuvince fair ■ solicit a place, though he had. been so long 


men only Ife was anxious that his a"gu- 
ments should weigh with fair men only, ailw 
lie was free to say ihar^titienien on the op 
posite side were nor disposed to be 

so (a general order ! order!) 

Lord spoke to order. It was ex- 

tftmely invgular to impute unfairness to 
any member • 

Mr. A/ofitafruf, in coniibuation, said, that 
he was willing to make every apology; he 


111 habits of the strictest intimacy with a 
great and leading statesman He should 
i^iiclude with stating, that had it not beea 
tor the unseasonable interruptions he haS* 
met %ith, he sbvii^ld not have been upon his 
k'gs so long. • * 

Mr. Hnry Thornton said he cobM no^ 
give his vote on this« occasioit vitithout 
requesting tod>e indulged in a fet^word^tb 
quality it N*<*m8n entertaified a higher 


begged pardon of she house for any tempo*! opinion of the right honourable •gentletfian, 

rary inadvertence; he *coaW assure them-'—‘ '■ • 

^hat it was not intentional. He be^ed of the 
nwise to consider the case of his right bon. 

^iepd, oblig^ to turn his back on^his 
ression, with a numerous family and ^|o- 
mte distress bel'ore hint, if he was noiCl)e 
recomi)ensed : besides that, it would b«pe» 
culiarly distressing, aiTafiectifig the arrAge- 
meiits making bjr his majet^yS ar rangm ^i.ft 
fcndered ueceasary by the dereOTWroTihose 

very men (here several genCemen rose to 
prder!) 0 . 

The Speaker sn\d, tlfat as Ihejxl^se hdd 
Pffwdy siatcfoeoU imm^^iely 


A 


who wtg the subjf*rt of the presont debate, 
Utan fie did ; and therefore, in suopOrtiog« 
the present (jaAtiun. he wi^hed^o bjc const* 
deieid ujjjre as a declaratory^ vote 

upon genei^il principles, (luui nti ititepdingany. 
oppo.s‘'iioii lp*4he arrargimicnfm jde ; ho 
voted qiere^ upon u diy abstract pruigipJe^ 
and noi at all froA party moiivcs. Itwaa 
his opiuKin that pigces usually held uiidlf 
the crow'ii during pleasure ought nAt la be 
granted foi life. Wneiher, a» a member of the 
Goramittee^ob Finance, and having breathed^ 
long the air c4' th it cominiUee, h^ came^ 
wn to file hous^ now to give lfi& vote wttli 


t 
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ce 


e^9a^er strictness than gsual, would 
sifA pretend to determine^^ but his vote was 
■ ’ ly the rcsidt of brs conviccicn Ui>on 

street. 

Mii/o^ws/OT/^said, hfe should not have 
riyiiJ^ *'nublc t'bejiouae, buf fcTr the pur- 

an bbservation, in aiiswerJ 


po 

to 


posit# tQ (Mr. ^ Si 4 dul|^} i hul when 
tb« laic ^til^isters found the. measure 
was too pogftsr to be resisted, the nohJo 
i<^d (Petty) acldpted It, and chiimud that as 
his own, whiemhe had no right to arrogate. 
I'he honourabl^g^tieroen boasted muck.^. 
oftiieireconoinicalalvaggcmenls: but what 
made te him by an ho- had they done •for the country in edect? 
jJc member who s^ofeo eorly in ihe They had indeed appointed commissioners ot 
(Mr. Pliimer), in respect to wii:rt he-j accounts withouf number j but wliat had 
ad sJIW niglit. Tiie honourable mem , these eftecicd ?* The West India Commis- 
, it 1 4 ^, had last night,stated, what ' sioners* who had-been so long appointed, 

t.i nrnvf-/t I gt large salai ics, had not even yet sailtd up¬ 

on their mission ; and as to Ute army ac- 


lietia 


torned out to oe foiiilded in fact, as proved 
Iwlihe declaraiiop of aright honyurji^e gen- 

*1 .1 • >»■ •t* I 


^Lanian this evening -(^Ir. Perceval)!^ but ,counts, nothing appeared to have beeu 
When hft did state the circumstance, be i eftected there. ' Such had been the conduct 
avowed uc o^erground than i-umour, un- of these patrons of reform!* In short, be 
fiUpj^rted ^ any authentic reference. Ad- | ajj^rehended tliat whenever those boueuruUe 
vertiigjto Ae comparisoas which had been gentlemen should come to stale what tiiey 
inadeby geinlenien on the other side of tho« really had done, Iheif explanation would be 
bouse, betweiuvtbe dase now under cousi-j something like what occurred between gene- 
deratiou, and those of ^ord Adihurt(U) and ' r.il Stshihope and general Walpole # 

lord Lechmere, lie thought there was ^'.Ty lit- 'former ocvasioiv namely, nothing better 
tie dtffdrAK'e.'But he •oiiKl not refrain from than mutual reprnacb and mutual recrimU 
some obsenaiions upon the conduct of those . natitn. 'ibuse men were the fathers of tins 
lionoumble gentlemen theiuselves, wl)cn ^louae of commons at that day, and the 
they were taking credit for so much purity i hhuse, in pity to their nakedness, turned 
•and disinterestedness. He would nsk, how , thYrl^cks upon^thein, and so hehope^they 
they could reconcile with those assumptit>ns, ' w;^uld do upon theae honourable gentlein^. 
the indecency of prcssiil^ upon that Iiouse | ^Ir* S/urie/a^ said, that it was not tl>e first 
on their first flecesston to ofHce, and at ■tnno time lie had observed in the honourable gen- 
o’clock at night, two successive st.lges of a tinman w'ho had just sat down an eagernesi 
bill/or enablin^ihe noble lord at Ihe head of i to at^?ck,lhe late admihisiration ai^d iU 
tlie late adrfliftistration (lord Greuvillc) to ; filends, lluiwgli ceituinly tlie present, like 


bold as n sinecure the oiBce of Auditor of 
<he Exchequer, with large emoluments an¬ 
nexed, and the duties of wliich were to be 
,4nne by another and this at the .same linre 
that another noble lord at the bead ot^ tfie 
family otyoyed the Telletship of the Ex- 
^eqqec with emolunwnts aUnost, iuca^cula- 
lile ? Ho^ coukl they reconcile with this 
lasted purity the' extraordipary increase 
made in itip salary of Pir^t Lord of (lie At!- 
piirflly, lately enjoyed by auotiier brancJtof 


yarliaoient in an open^nanly 'way, bbt cHect- 
ed*by a secret fund ? How c;puld that right 
b,pnourable^gcnileinaa reconcile to his 
purity the calling oii.tlft house f<ir 30001. for 
ex^ibnce^ of lurtlier coutuining the com 
mission of naval enquiry, and not say a 
sfro r d fob cMt his owu^saytry ? With respect 
^Committee of Qjiance, for wliicli 
those honourable gentl^en took so much 
credit to. tliemsclves, so far Ironi their 
^iwing ihe mevit to originate the mea- 
ysure, it was rather force*.^ u^oit tbuui by| 
ttb^ptTtoiisjgj of his hoiiivjrabk friend op 

• •. -- • •/ 


ever}- Ibrmcr attempt, eviuced rather an avi- 
^li:y to att^ick than a power to be ottensivo. 
He was glad, howevei-, to see in the pre.scnt 
attack something lik^jihilosoplucal neutra- 
ilty, and that as the lato'.Vh^nitiistrjtiun had 
had the misfortune of the hoil'ou'.'^lo gen¬ 
tleman’s oppodiion, no the present vtould 
be now likely to coiim in for its due share. 
I'he honourable geutleman had said a great 
deal about indep^-iidence, and had congratu¬ 
lated Jiimself in n.i angry' tone u{>ou his 


Chat noble fbonly,* aod this not avuvi^d to piaving no placq under any goreiiituent. lin 


(Mr. Sheridan) couhl only say, that he was 
iiodtvulg^rof private secrets 4 but l>e might* 
make some allu^iiun to a certain puldic 
me!luige,«whU:h he had been deputed to 
r to a right honourable friend, now no, 
(Mr. Pok) at the formation of the 
ministration. Ho was sure the ho- 
ble gcnjlcuuni perfectly understood 
him laugh). He was rather iu- 

jclined to bctkve, from the nature of thaf; 
message, tluC the hoiiourablc genUeman, 
uotwith^ndtng hie present acrimony, 
might hail!: been cpnipicpdy dulcUlcd 

f 




Uwttrik^kt/i taniUe '^iM&isiQ^od %m M 
Ikeen sd^Uktfch of late in <b» 0 Ait o f 
beaming; a^re^ and disinta^limif oondemn- 
iag too} or dino/erai/edlly if ioch pro- 
nanciatkni better suited taste <rf tbe 
4»nound>le gentleraMif ^fnether classical or 
vulgar. It was unn ec ess ar y to eulain mone. 

He believed the honourable ^tfeman per¬ 
fectly understood bini.——The honourable 
gentleman had arraigned the late nainistiy 
having abandoned their punlic professions. 

Having made such a cliargOj the onul ot the 
proof lay with the honourable gentleman; 
aud he (Mr. Sheridan) deHed him to produce 
any instance in which the lace ministers bad 
for a moment shrunk from the principles 
which t^y hacf professed, not mere!von their 
ooming into power, but daring the conCi- 
nuauce of chat powsr^ They were draied 
the credit of the eommitte^ of ^ance. 

DA they not support it, and encoime it 
to the utmost of their power ? Wist had 
been the principle of that commiftec ? Eco¬ 
nomy; and what had been the avowed prin¬ 
ciple of the late ministers $ £cono*my 
Was be called on for an invtaitce ? He wonl 
instance the reduction of the staff; he wo 
gylpnce the barrick departqaent; he woAd 
iuBCance the reduction of the departn^ntwf 
the commiMariat. He would ask the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, if his uuble fnei^ near 
him (lord H Pcit^') did not pledge liumrif 
at tlM outset of his administralion, ^ the 
adaption ot c^ery practicable oUu of re¬ 
form and rctieucbment in the pimlic expen - 
diture, and if he bad not followed up (lT9lb 
pledge to ^he last moimnt of his official au¬ 
thority ^ the lumouj^llfe gjiiilcnaan wished to 
deprive his nobh^ffieiid ot all claim to the 
merit ol^^lSlmting the committee of h- 
tfence, and to atuibute the whole to ano¬ 
ther honourable gcndecnaii (Mr. Biddulph) 
from whose merit it wai by no weans his 
wiih CO detract; but he would say, that his able to answer him or not, befons he madd 
noble Inend, in adapting that measure with, the assertioq. Ibe hon. memboi had silked 
a view of giving It greater eoteasion, by no them* thp necessity, by olfFering them no 
means wnshed to deprive the honoupble gen- 
^Ueman, whohrst proposed it. of thecredit of 
originality; but surely his noble fiicud was 
ontiried to the praise of liaving ^oi^tly 
adopted the suggestion for the advanWi^of 
the public, indifferent from whom it iffght 
proceed. Would tlitc honourable ewM;- 
man, who was himself f me a j J ^ 
that committee. [Here lord 4i«i^wuy 
wggeited to Mr. Sheridan, tw the hoaour- 
eble member <Mr. Johnstotft^'was hoc « 
dIember ef that conuaittce; Mr.^eridan 
answered leodly, 1 am very iJlaohof 
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which CNteasioited a oonridridldi^ Janghl, 
He would ask, '^ben> of that heaourable 
gentfen^an who was not a member of gie 
committee, and might be therefbre ipote 
impartial, whether the lafe ministerd were 
not upon this groan4*parlicul^ly 
^to the acknowledgments ^the 'cditiy? 
Did it appeal* therc^had b^^aey 
shuffl.ng, or any ministerial baDutingK the 
''formation of that commit Pee; wawheie^ 
any obtrusion of minister's fi^ilsT He 
appealed to* the chairman Ifrff^Jf of that 
commit^, vo the honourable gentleman 
(Mr.jmdufphjbwitii d'homXbe motion that 
Jed to the creation of that committee b3d 
originated, if such practices had been 
resorted to. An allusion M jfeen madd 
to the increase of salary in tiw i^Kce of 
first lotd of th^dToirulty. The aalai^ was 
fconfe&scd to be shamefully low. A nobfe 
lord (Melville) whose corilluct since had 
been tlies&bject of tuih general animadvef* 
sioo. A the same ^pomtment, lec^veds * 
n admtion, a con'sidAable salary, tevieU by 
illegal interception of die reveiine ct 
land, which salary the noble lord still 
held though deprivetj of his place, in virtup 
of wiiicti be originally held it. It, there¬ 
fore, the charges lyought by the hunourable 
gentleman were not to be better founded 
than thore M had already adduced. 

(Mr. Sheridan) wished that th^ iincura 
gentleman would adcure ''’CCT^mm^elf 
office of charger general ag^mst the latifa 
admitiistraticHi and all their thends.—He 
d(*8ired now to pay some attention to the 
speech of another hon. gentlemta (Mr. 
Montague) who had been ^cased ‘to chargCh 
gentlemen on ht^ side of the home with 
deriding his ai^iments, becatis^tb^y could 
not answer them; nhe hon. 
might, however, have^had the*ppl|tene8s* 
to wait a littlai and try whether they wM 


iqie. 


arguments to answer t^and as to every thlof s 
else, he bad so fully answered iiimsm 
throughout bis speech, that if would bd 
superifeufhs to answA-him aily farthdr.', 
Sonre conpariipin had been made Itetweed ' 
the case now under ffiscusslun, and ihote 
of lord Ashburttte *and lord Lechi^hei 
and som^comparisofis had also been drawtf 
between thf Charactm and bverits bf thosd 
noble lords, and the right hon .genilemait 
*now the sui^ect of the delate. It waA/ 
ot his province sa go into a sci ntiqy upon f 
md XK> man more highl)r titettiM 

pf • 
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tliiui be did the ^arlitfmenUry ^talents of 
tight hoQ. gentleiBfn; and' therefore 
J^e^bought the ..advice to hit majesty* 
of placing him on the ppposite bench, was 
wisely given, could nof enter into a 
ooM|arj9on of the«*nuniber of briefs* fees, 
anil aibffSus which* fell to the proifeMionaC 
lot of the rigffl^hon. gentleman, and which 
he j^s to abandon for his newhffice. But 
i he^lr. Shefidaa), whose Jot it was to 
vinoi&^^his majesty’s new ministers from 
the nidisc[%ti^zeal of some of*tlicir friends, 
‘ must beg to obseire, that they! must be 
strange friend^ indeed whu^coUtd atei^se the 
right hon. gentleman to give up his certain 


tiaa 


debate; jk was ^ 

make anyS^pansons .that mightbethoti^t 
to wear anripvidious aspect to the right, 
hon.^gentlenoln, but .be recollected that 
ever since he wwa'member of Utaf house be 
was mostly in office. He had been At-, 
(qrney G^ral under Mr. Pitt, and Solicitor 
Qetieral undei^ord Sidmouth $ and here he 
begged leave to^ay his tribute of praise to 
the upright, pure, and honourable conduct 
of that noblelord, as it had been^explained 
this rfight, .when under the administration 
of Mr. Pitt, he might have had the place 
for life* whici) k was now in contemplation 
to confer upon the new chancellor of the 
professional emoluments of 8 or 10*0001. a j Exchequer, had his honourable scruples per- 


year* as to accept a place of 2,0001. 

in the e^eriment to become a tolerable 
chanirdloA of the exflieiiner. It was p 
sacrifice which the house did not \\ ish thdl^ 
Might hou. gentldtnan to make* but rather 
that he would keep both ills Anoiunients 


. and bis profession; and to those vl^o gave 'be was n6w got back to the balmy and bliss- 
hinf a Contrary counsel*, well might he ful atmosphere of the Treasury Bench.— 
eiclaim, *' Oh, save me from my fricflt^s, U'Hb honourable member had asked, will 
1 can* myself take care of my enemies!”« you deprive his majesty of the learned gen- 
wilb respect to the comparison made jii^mau's services in that office for which ha 


mittedhim to become the instrument of li- 
(Hitation to the prerogative and constitu¬ 
tional influence of his royal master. Dur- 
in^'the slioft perioa of the learned gentle- 
manV opposition, the air of this side of the 
house did not seem to agree with him* and 


between the right bon. gentlemail and lord 
.Ashburton, the cases were totally difl'erent. 
That gentleman, when ^Ir. J^hinning, was 
^ the top of a profession, of ^whicb he was 
omaipent, when he was called up to the 
of ^^withput a place; and if the 
duchy of XAlfcaster liad not i^n assigned 
bim* he most have bad for his sup^Hirt a 
pension from the public purse. He, how- 
erer, accepted the situation .for life* on the 


ijpd'bcen thought qualified ? Now ry^liy 
w;as .of opinion, that if gentlemen on 
the opposite side possessed any thing at.alt, 
they^ere swarming with chancellors of the 
Acchequer, ^ (a laugh.) Even a noble 
lord ^vdv a* gallant general had latclf pro¬ 
posed tbeipplans of fmance, to tlie house) 
why not make eitlier of them chancellors 
^i'''tne exclu'quer? Why not make the 
gallant general attorney-general ? (a laugh.) 


.,»coadition of reli/iquishing it, so soon as tbe —Among all their nm^'oeiers, not one could 


great object of his profes.siooal view^ was 
open, naix^ely, tbe Chief Justiceship of tJie 
KingV Bench ; but/- notwithstftnding the 
*aneera which had ^en cast this night u|jou 
ahat imble lord, in allusion to«hiA parliamen¬ 
tary condUct^ in bringing forward a resolu- 


increased, waft increasing, and ought to 
" betdiminished,” he thought the* circum- 
t&nce highly honourable to hia character, and 
auch as ougnt not to deprive him of the ta- 
*vour pf his sovereign/for only vAsbing to 
' curb that increasing inflnenect of'the minis¬ 
ters of the crown, which added nothing to 
tb^Annfbrts, the beoqpi\,or tbe authority 
4M& tbe monarSft. And be thQftght the 
crown more faithfully knd lionoprably serv¬ 
ed by the ^en, such as him, who brought 
^forward this resolution, and tj^at they were* 
' \ more truly the supporters />f th£ oonstitU| 
tiomal prcfogives ^ the tosiQreiga* than thf 
iben who could advise the taeasuranow yl 
• *. ^ • •/ 


be found to fill the a^ct$i4>ut a gentleman 
who, though a very irequeiitlpAPl^r in tlie 
house, had never, to his knowledge, iilterftl 
one word on tbeaubjeet of finance in bis life. 

Mr. Jahnffonc^ in explanation, stated 
that he neithrr had nor w'ould have applied 


liofc^ ** th^t the infiuence of thp crown had i to the right honourable^entleman who had 


just sat down Ibr the 'purpose of procuring 
him any jip|>ointnieDt upon the occasion al¬ 
luded to, and for two reasons* the first, tha^ 
he knew* If he had applied, the right bo- 
DOllrable^geDtleman was too much engaged 
vtding for himself and his family, toat- 
to any agency for others; and secondly* 
se if lie bed requested therightbonoura- 
eman^ undertake the commisston* 
he wa?^;jtt;^ure that, although hemightpro*' 
tnise* he wo^ have beca very aptto forget it* 
Now the fooe^as, upon the case reterred to 
byther^tit honourable gentleman* sim^y 
no mdiC (ban ;thls. A&r staling to tbe 
^ ' right/honouiajftle gentlemni the substance 




ef MBMfioranati^v 

Ulustri^M f:icrtoa> navr ho Fot) 

he did commuaicftteto HuitiHget honoorable 
gentlcimii, and authorise him to ^mention 
his readitiess to accept of an)^ o£Etoe to which 
ISO sai^ should be attached* and In whicti 
he might be able feo make htiAadf useful, 
Heremetnbered that hepartihufarly mention¬ 
ed vindian afiairs, from l^is knowledge of 
which he stated to the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman hts opinion that he ebould be'able to 
render some service to*h» countfy. In 
ofl^irtg to accept a situation tn the conduct 
of those affairs without any emolument for 
his services, he ‘facoped he vwas making: a 
proposition which Should not expose hini\o 
censure, or to*the suspicion.of any unwortt^ 
acolives. 


wHh ah vof gvatitliit 'rise «flSce- thf to lord Lneh* 

mere a^^rd Aihkartoii> ithadaliothenpwt 
cr of granting it hi the present cm, ana w^ 
had a right to interfere with the discretion of 
the cmicir ii} the exercise of (hat p&wcr > 
Mr. Fuller said. should^be Sit^ays 
’ .forward to supp^t the jurt exmisc of his 
m^esty^i prctc^tive; btft he col^safd 
, that he inust disapprove of the metier fn 
^ which it was understood thaf this prerwativA* 
was now about to be aj^Ued. ai^ Ihereforn 
he would support this lyottnn 
of the l^g's own interest he would support 
this rwfrioi#; bacause^he «dimot like the 
idea of his majesty's giving awmpipces fbr 
life. On the contrary, he wouidedvisehim 
to keep such places subject ^ hi disposal, 
for those men who served him. f lie would 


/ 


an unwillingness to fix any imput^On on 
the honouraUe gentleman. Aasome pCrsonb 
wished for emoluments, so others wished 
for honour or patronage, ft was not for 
him to say. of what description the honpur- 


Mr. Sheridan, inanimation, exprgfsed]recommend to*tb? king to ke4p The key 

.... igif oat-chest binis^f. and not give it to 
oHiers; for he might rely tipon it, that- If' 
he did nof retain (Im! power of serving those 
men, jley would not serve him. It would be. 
much better for (is fhajesty that iJll {tlacea 


able gentleman's ambition was. with \ £0f life were converted into places during 
respect to the charge of his (Mr. Sherida^ pleasure than to allow any increase*cff thd ' 
being busy in providing for himself Ms former. This he s^id with a view to the 
^y^itytthefactwas,thathisfighthon.fnelu. king's own interest; for he regarded his 
who was now unhappily no morc(Mr..FoA» m^esty much, for his firm att^naent to • 


thought, that after a seivice« be hoped not 
unmeritorious, of twerfty-seven ye^rs in 
parliament, some provision for life ougflt 
to )m made for him. 'It' had*ha^enetl 
rather singulady, tliat his right^onourable^ 
friehd had intimated, that the omce tl iat had 
been «o much spoken of that nlglit^ lltk 
chancellorship of ihc^uchy of Lancaster, 
should be approjuayffii to that provision; 
but, on cofsuUMgwith his colleagues, his 
right hoflRMDle friend found that they had 
fbrmed a determination not to grant for life 
this office, or any otbSr. usually held during 
pleasure. On being infofmed of this deter¬ 
mination, he entreated his right honourable 


the constitution. lie declared, that in bia 
opinion Jiatnea of George the ThirJj.^ j 
Nelson,.end william Pitt, ought^H^ff-iE. 
graven on the hearts oC all B^rul^en,. 
the huble sqrvioes they had redS&red to their 
country; for having in fact been the saviours 
of our glorious constitution. As to (be 
light honourable gentleman tp whom this 
nlotion was understood paiuicularly to refer^ 
he ckclared ^at be could see no reasonable 
objection to him, compared witl^those who 
preceded lutn in the c^ce to which -he was 
said to be appointed, gsp^lallyw when 
considered huw young the man vris wbu 
held that office in the. late adnauiidVation. 


frieml by no mean^o press^te matter, andj ’ Mr. Wilbpforce bad the honour, he Mid, 


thus' he reifaained without u provision for 
^ife, and this offi^ was reserved fyr the dis- 
posal of the npw ^ttisters. 

Air. Simeon thought the right of granting 
the office in question for life ought^ot t^ be 
mach exercised. He thonght it wfmg, 
however, toadopt a general restriction vftth a 
view to a particular cAe.- HU regretteAbat 
the question should now be' busughtio^aid 
to preveut the formation of anl9M4^minis- 
trotion. He wished the latesdnaitiistmtion 
' cenoaiued in place. Hew 

uoministratioR wo^ betler thadlmue, und 
thereforubd was utnviH'mg to sec iftWbrrHa- 

tikKi ioipeded; If the erowu'Jisd ^u’er 


to ha^ J>eeil veiy long a^uainted with tlie 
principles AAd diaractar of the riglit honourT , 
able gentleman to whom ffiisjnotion was 
understood more immediately ur refer, and. 
he rincef^ly believed^ lum a man of ibe^ 
highest disintorestedness and pubiid spirir. ' 
With this impression strongly upon his 
mind, his apinigg < uqst^ e, liiat thatA^ght 
honourafUe geotleahairnnmself would hogA 
come.forw^dto reiffier this debate mine* 
cessary, if it were not that, froqp the man*, 
^ec in wbiclua notice of tlie mbtion bad# 
been given* we*reit)arks which bad beefa^' 
'Ainde thp preceding night, *n\d oikerwr* 
Sirostances, tucb t proceeding might ap^ 
A* • .• 






cii« 


effect of intimidation* thm wlktdh' 
no«Sing, he was persuaded, nr^s ^'likel|r 
tQ |idVe effect upon t^e mtod of that fignt 
Ikopouriihie geutleman. However* the mp- 
tion wat such at he could not h^tate to 
a)nin>A * 


ht iManeA nsdi ai^fiatwf loni JhiMpnoa 
fthooid oc cnff ^diy tWIowi^; tbaNheow iu 
•elf wonld DotTegm thehn^KiMonof tneh 
arettndntt He would tfaendere pnt Hto 
the heoee, wheiiMw ft wonld net beentreine^ 
]y ra«h tn adept a rmolntion <tf thb Watom^ 

.flAaA M AM 


^ f ( Lv *»<uK>pKa remimiun oi tnn wom^ 

The ^ having had no ,frertramlng the kgitimttei prer o ge tl ve of Um 

■n/VPtanilv nr lOniiiMnMP ^nilai *Ua. - —..^l_ tm _•._j.iu__ 


c^ortinity of inquiring folly into the ine- 
rita of the general proposition ^htch this 
raorntt involved, could not thioK himself 
jnstifiea th^oiuig far its adoption. There 
WfiEepWEt-ht&wpinion, a variety of topics* 
•^^nich ought ii be fully invebligAtey beiore 
such a moiio/ was ac<%ded t^. 4'bne,were 
Odtny placy^ held tor life which ought to be 
converted is to places during pleasure, and* trice 
versa, thertease also many places, the tenure 
i of whichoi^httobeleftentirely tothedisi^re- 
tion ofiliitk majesty, and df iid><ch nature tlie 
place to which thU mq^on was understood to 
refer might be dhe ; the house surely would 
not venture to decide without any dbquiryor 
ideliberation whatever. Jf llie case^were 
deterlhiufd in the vefy hasty manner pro¬ 
posed, he was rather afraid that the pubhttJ 
would hot give (be house credit for acting^ 
4fapassionatr1y, in beiqg actuated by the 
motives which the advocates professed to 
c have in view y for it woul^ be very naturally 
(triced, if such motives prevailed* why should 
nmnehtion of this nature be Jt>ropght for- 
)y^ivwa-hurry ? When (he honourable 
gpnileraenTVHI^ supported this motion re- 
pcobated thV practice of giyntiiig for 
life fltich 8 place as it particularly al¬ 
luded to, did (hey feel that tliey were re¬ 
flecting on the conduct of the mvquis of 
Rockingham and .Mr. Foa, in I7f2, aiA 
that it was a pnrmpt act^ so to grantethe 
same place ^ lord Ashburton > Bor his main 
pbjecUoA to this motimtatpreseuMhe learn- 
dd gentleman stated/o be this* that it took 
1^8 bmad and general qnestieei upon mere 
personal gfioumda; and this he the more re- 
gfetfed, because his right hoDOupible friend 
, to whom it alluded* wff certauriy oneVho 
op* it yvas niitosCous, a very £fgli end 
lucrative sitr^atiuh in his profession* tor the 
^ jAirpose of'serving his sovereign and lits 
in another.d&parifDdnr* By which 
‘|At he rimrinly ought not toiie allowed to* 
stafer hut taking t'rev of the 

undpr ^i 0 Ctm^,«BpR general 


w7ui^ Tj« 

the {loam* w|p-lher if a 

of aq^vimiy acknwiedged Wserii - 

, #huld arlfe* to which a j^luce iff this naturetf a Jegsl m^^To the memory a»d ebarte^ 

r ght to be given for tile, (he V>hse almildJ ter of tneil te q u is of dMehfagfaare* akhough 
toit the. jprerogathe (is to pr^al hisihe wasiboyotmg iwliM bad the |pppiiieM 
f pfeiesiy fiMgraotu^itj«whutherira m^ofuiymcM^aaliK^lioesiHtbi^ floonecia^ 


crown* withourany inquiry or deriberatraa 
as to its tendency and prmlw coosequenots I 
Lbrd ifeirs^* teied the ri^ has. 
and learned gsbrieman's assertioA* tb«t 
this mdtion weot'fto impose ai^ fe a p r o per 
restraint aponnhe royal prerogative* or tlari 
it could in any degree be tonsidered an inno* 
vahon or invasiop of that pravegative. 
ii^oint of fact* wbatdid it propow? -Wbr* 
nithing more rban this* that a nlace sboud 
\be granted for Hfe* which bad* horn 
beroipfore held only^tering pleisure. He 
|^m ilM at piesenC disposed to enter into a 
discasslon as to the extent of the king's ptw* 
rogative; but this he had no ddficoky hi 
saying* that this prerogative did not autlio- 
rise the grant of places for life* which had 
been heretofore held during ^eesore. This 

S on* therefore* only proposed to advise 
tiuijcsty not to do that which a ccordiqg 
w he was nobwarrauted in doing. XHt 
UQt towards the judges* in. the reign of 
William the lliiid* bad no reference wbat« 
ever teethe case now under conrideration. H* 
indeed, the crown could grant places of this 
natureSbr life, why not by and by grant the 
cbanoellorsipp of the excheqp^ itself* or (las 
lord chancellorship for life > A casp of the 
klfli^aving been so appointed had no doub^ 
occurred in the person^ Wolsey. But, what 
were the remarks Coke upon tbat 

subject ? Why, that the prhiqjole ot (pch >n 
appointment was utterly obj^ffdlllhle, tbat 
it was not legal to grant those places for lifd 
which it had been hefetofore usual to hold 
during pleasure. Such, then* was tbe ob¬ 
ject of this motion. It propos^ only to de¬ 
clare the law to fee cre^, in order that no 
oeviation from k sbeuH, take pfece. WHb 
regard |o fee precedeats yefermd to in the 
course of the debate* be had out had timeSq^ 
look into aB the proceedinga upon theMt 
but fb thff case of lord Ashburton* he be* 
licv^ that fee propriety ef the grant ma^ 
to thvt noUe lord wm ei that time ranch fes* 
putejA and* in Mao^nien. very justly. Fer^ 
iiMc9|a|,heramcied feeieerttsof feat greet 
man* BeNse r^ll y sbeuki not have veied fer 
sdleb a measnttt as be exarid net think it 


• M. 
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t» ia«ili#UU&;<Mn%e«^toiByt1iieal-il»d Wb, ^brnofalekiiid obiei^,«Krtbe4 . 

molt tribtiOe df mpect. TbiiMi Anothar to the ptarty with .ifbom be bad the hoDom 
diiHnguiihsd rnembor (lord ^ preiei|ded,to conwreUbnA 

that adttiniitratioa iiod^ which that ^i^ant o}l the talenta of the cduntiy. If they bhd 
Cook plaeo, be felt both rea^ aodt gratU ever imagined thenBelves to be to, it vrmM 
tude, for to that noble lord bp owed much have been a %nwt arrofant presutnpttott y*- 
peraonal kmtbtecs. aBot atill be could not hdeed; but tbey always dT«c1ainned any aoeb 
OKpreia any approbation ofHhe grant they J pretensions, ahhtftigh itsuHed inepurpoaeaf 
tb^ht proper to sabetion. either upon the i>e#fipaper*libe]ltf$ to persist in rephouSg 
grounds <k conatitutionat pHnciple or expe- ”tbe charge; a charge, indeed, which i]r^ ftr 
diency. The right honoumoie and learned { one, took occasion, as often as oppdnaoi^ 
geMlemaa seeniied to alla^ to soifie in- served, to cepel. But, witho:»f acronuin; 
ataaoea of persons being oe^iH)de<Ud 2 j''pen- ^ any eatrlordinsry degree of 
aiona fbr quitting the lucrative profeinqn of with ^oxn^ie ^ cotmeegeA without at- 
the law to engage in policici.| He really iw- I templing any contrast wi{h theiMppoiieoli^ 
ver heard of any such intniBcle. [,the case Vf he woUld ask, what'estimate was V w fome* 
lord Grantley was mentioned Across the t» | ed aC the ability of those bonpurane gedde-^ 
Me.] But, resumed the noMe 1^, that aJk men who felt obliged to go To law for e \ 
does npt apply ;f>r thi^soMeb^* who Iras chancellor oftijpefthequer, and todfi^bte 
Speaker of the boose of coginioiua^n >a premium for accepting the office? (in this 
placed in a situation udiere legal knArledge head little remained to^^dded to what tbe 
WM essential to tbe performance of bis Anty, house had*beard frqpi an honourable mBm* 
and that knowledge augmented Bis title td ber (M. Sharp), who had adbrded suchab 
the liberality of provision. Lord Ashburton, evidem of talenr; iiv this his first ag' 
too, filled an high office in tbe house of Idhls, bpIQl out Uie most flattering promise offu* . 
and was a cabinet minister. In both th^mve emmence.-^With regard to tbeasaee- 
cmes the noble lords alluded to were tion, that only one reversion had fallen fu 

Iqm^out of their pro fe sa ion ^ properly speK since Cbeiate administration came into pow«* 
ittg. But such was not the rase wi(h c^ er, he could assure the house, that this wm . 
ri^t boDOurable gentleman referred to in the a mistake, for tbert was a very considerable 
present debate. He did not mean t^speak reversion whkdi ,1^1 in in an island, and , 
of that right honourable gentleman with any another tndAd m an office over " 

I persoeal disrespeef; but •certaAil|r l||A;oold presided, which be dkl^not t’'^.2f‘*^opei; 

[ netcompans pretensions those of dispose of.^ Now, sorely disposi'tioflt 
' Mr. Dunning, No, they were not Jo b e made by the lord chancellor of a particulaC 
placed on the same footing, and tbAUUm mversion in that noble lord's gift could not 
the analogy contend^ for could not hold, be cited as an instance to c;oiicradict the 4 ^ 
^t, if the arraiiegi^nt were to make the station be advanced ou a fj^rmer evening 
right honon|BMyffntlemaa lortl chancellor, lativg to the general conduct of the late%ii« 
he ihouliMflVeno objeettou, neither should nisters upon the siTbject of revemioas. *I 1 i* 
life object to see him occupy any of tho high fact of tbg* reversiora alluded to*in the, tor^ 
legal ofijces in that bcatse for which his abi- chancellor's gift wasnotplassed bj^the reporf 
littes and habits mpeculiatly fitted him; but oftbecommi^ee offinance.inthe list flffHSb- 
when he saw him Jeaving his'profe^sion for lie rei'cnions, but was alv^ayt qpn^ered aa 
the purpose of pusB ^g ^nance, he coufd private pl.irg, subject to tbe sole^controul of 
ntrt help ietfling some inrptasp, and some* the officer hy whom it had in this instance 
ffiing more when U wta proposed tjp giwp the been disflosed of — Ads'erting to tbe ^bsw* 
^ght'honourabl^^ntlemsn a bonus tor this vation of an hotiounible getoh mim on thq * 
ftngular tmsfqr. Upon rbia pointy how- other side (Mr. Sturges Bourne) that hm 
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Stendan), wfaowery^sdrobiMTed, tl^ of quainh'd with aq^jc^i^ent to 
gll the other departments, thmof cfaMWlor upon thd^ulgecuittlllrtCplanation, tbeiqk*. 
dfnie exchequer was Che onmteaamK the ble lord stg^, rhat^e was«gbd tl^ise gen* 
nght houfrarable i^tleman |emiid to bd tJemeii were abs^t; for, said he. it is oou 
Jmst qiialified. If,.however,*wltorighf ho- fvhicb 1 shoqld hold it to be Tather>inde.icat(^ 
^^nbte gmUemamditoe' to puiM the-oa* to canvass.* fsligll conf ncmA self to a slated*' 
ater of fqjiiics in praihfeBee <to the cMfer of ment of the facts, which are so mudh tolt- 
^ law, he must take K with alf tts risha. It ApreseuAd tint I shonld feel (t to be highl|i 
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i no to f M MT to suflvr foch {nisre|iye9eotst1ons! 
^#6 l^her circulated,^ jind pnrticdlarly no 
to^Jeave auch misrepreaentationa to operate 
-tttring thp holidaji^. To thia resolution ! 
am the more determined, and the necessity 
< 3 f an eaWy explaWtion appearc the more ob- 
,^U9, from a letter i^hich was shewn me in( 

■M newspaper of this morning addressed to 
]&:d Orenville and mysdl:'. Iir this letter 
■ome extracts, from the minutes of the 
coan<^l%are inserted, which serve to shew 
that^ he twsit er had seen our niinutesj but 
las^tTgayled them as to give k false co¬ 
lour to the wolp traq^ction. j wiU^appeal, 
Jittcp, to ih^^hdouT of thd^ who Sear lue, 
^etbtf ^hould £Ilow such misrepresenta¬ 
tion to ^ unanswered; whether by post- 
^|>oaiDg th^snsVer, 1 should suffer the mis- 
yepr^ntauon to do rrwhief; whether it | 
be not more becoming in'mff to state here, in«| 
the proper con^iutiOnal place, the real cir- 
<sunstances of the case; or, whether the 
benoorable gentleman would have cOn- 
‘ descmi^to answer tke writer in a Awspa- 
per ? I shall upon this explanation trosi^o 
Ifae candour of the house, aitd to the justi 
fii {by country, for the vindication of that 
line of conduct, which in concert with my 
conei^^, I have felt it my duty to pursue. 

Mr, Sturges Bourne, itf explanation, said, 
he had expressed some surprise that the no- 
te^should think of bringing fbrward bis 
'WyanaffiMEL the absence of those who 
dlooe coidd<hnow oh that side of the house, 
the oircamstances to which th^ noble lord 
would have to advert. Hxe noble lord 
would DOtaapBpse, surely, that he had any 
^tng to do witn the publication alluded 4o 
^ the n<^le lord! Heastorodhimhekaew 
SH>thing>ffit. * 

Gentpi Hh^ahtm ^ipported the motion. 

He fia3 for mai^ yeats acted witli MrL Pitt, 
gmerally of co6rse with tbejge^emen 
^On the other aide, particularfy during the 
bs^Mriiament* when such proceedings had 
taken pUeh against a nedue ^scouitf, to 
whom he had the hopour to be delated (lord 
* MdvAle,) as by .their violence and in- 

K ice a di^race to the Journals the 
se. He regretted sincerely the distois- 
* aalof the late administration ^ and pariS'eu- 
‘ }ai^ as tb^ wew succeeded by men #ho 
f'MpMthc^conduct in abandoning the go- to) 

fTWe Piit, from qf 
aStnoispdged incapacity to cdoddbt it, left 
tbit'll^ rec o r d whidi furnished %n evldrac^ 
of dkeir jttesent presumption .-^l^e ques-^ 
•Sid* being then loudly callW dor, a di- 
' Vif on took place: when ificre appeared For 
«^«ddress^j ^n|t it 


■ Wmq tb« pnpbmtm of the .oddresB 
were in tp^^by, order was called# aUd lord 
Huwick adofess^ them as' foUowsGen¬ 
tlemen ; 1 understand, that it is intended 
to propose to morrow, that the houM should 
at its ri.^ng adjourn for a much longer time 
than is usual at this pgriod of the session, 
or thain I thinh consistent with the present 
state of affairs, or with my views of the 
public interest. • The adjournment which is 
to be propos^is^to next Monday fortnight. 
It is my inteuti^, oo the grounds I liave 
mentio^gd*^b>r1:^po&e that motion, aud to 
propofe^y way of ameodmeot, unless, as 
I^lidpc, it may be proposed by somebody 
'*e, that no^nger adjournment should 
e place than tUl Monday ab'nnight at rar¬ 
est. As there will certainly be a division 
uj^n this <|uestioD, and in all probability 
an\a^ one^f hopeClentlemen will feel the 
proprl^y of a full and early attendance.*- 
(a loud cry of bear, hear.) On the re-ad- 
cnission of strangers, we found that the ad¬ 
dress had been ordered to be carried up by 
such members of that house who were of 
his Majesty's privy council. 

V gMa. Palmeb's Petition.] Apetitionof 
J^a Palmer £sq. of the city of fiathj^ 
u^htup, ana read; seuingforth, **^^1 
the ^titioner having, in common witit 
other subjects of this kingdom-experienced 
gceat,fhconvenieoce from the tedious, irregu^ 
lar, ^naecure.mode'of correspondence 
by the Gcnedl Post, and having bad fre¬ 
quent occasions to remark great defects in 
tta <Blablishmcnts of the Post Office, which 
had become a matter of universal complaint, 
he wUs induced to ghttmuch serious consi¬ 
deration to a grievancem^ch^ magnitude, 
and was ultimately convia<^qM w^improve- 
mdoU might be made so as not only to effeat 
a more speedy, regular, and secure convey¬ 
ance for letters throughout the Kingdom, 
but likewise be the means of providing the 
same advantages for prewrty and travellers, 
Fandat tlussanu creating and sup- 


portiiig a gradual, and ultimately a very 
considerdble, increase tff vhe revenufs, de^ 
fivable fnop; tlto foft Office, Which, instead 
of 'kisephig pa^ ^yith th^ increasing cotp?* 
melr^ and opu^ce of the country, had (in 

defects before alluded 
long ha, a state ol* stagnation, if not 
. decTOse^ and that in the spring, 

or having arrapgeti 4110 

general ootijnl of his proposed reform, and 
connected Jjjith it sueffi an increased rate of 
poslag6,«d^ a resUripldjgt, on franking, to 
appoaxigd t^viseable jcosnmeo(;cinent» 
be cqpunubicated Qm same to titolright bc^ 
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noarabte IVilllam Pitt, t^e tterttancctlor 
of his Majesty’s exchequer, Wh# tqjqje- 
diately conceived bo fevoomblc an opfbion' 
of the benefit to be obtained for tbe^ coun- 
try if the plan could be effected, tnlt he 
gave tlie petitioner every encouragcBnent to 
proceed, and, requeued him without delay 
to procure all possible information on a sufa^ 
ject of so much importange, and to spare 
iTO pains in bringing the ijroposed arrange- 
itients into such a state as wbuld enable and 
justify a trial of the schetltej and that,. in 
consequence of these dipectioM,^lli^>eti- 
tioner, after making some requisite arr^e* 
meats in regard to the exteittive commeW 
eial and other ^mcerus m wfijeh be wa) aV 
that time engaged, traveSed«over a greatf 
part of‘the kingdom, for ^e# purpose 
collecting further info^natioa* on the 
ject, the diderent Postmastefs’iliavinj^re- 
viously received orders from the treasury to 


petitioner's absence, the administration was 
changed, but the new administration 
ing equally desirous of cncournging and ef¬ 
fecting tiie plan, sent the outline to thegi 
iieral post Office for inspection, and it £i 
rq^^icd with voluminous objections froi 
the superior oflice^, who asserted, that th 
post office establishment had, after the full¬ 
est consideration and every possible exeiiion, 
been brought to thg most perfect state of 
improvement, not only as to etpemtion 
and safety, but^n the interior deg^rtments. 


modd, gimt lao bis^ mind^ 

and cause for serib^ifTe^tioa and anxiety 
and' that Ihe-petktonef had first taken, op 
the idea of reform as a very sfraple one, uuX 
easy to be ecc^plished,^ as tie wa* 
oeroeptibly kd on- in tl^ pursuit «f his fiK " 
vourite object, ^ibe new and aocomulete^ ^ 
dangers and oBiggcles which opened upoli' 
at ev^ step, together \^ith the inveter " . 
rate opposition be experienced from jlse'Ge* 
neral Post Office, from which ho had been- 
led to expect by govettiineuunc9e(^USftA>ivK^ 
ance, convinced him that he had involved 
himselfiti alAsostinextAcablhifilS^^tiesi it 
had completely possessed bis roir^ endkp 
had pursued it through ditTerent cianges of> 
administration for above two^ eate^ lie had ^ 
incurred great expqpce; the various con*, 
cermhe had beA ^engaged in had been*neg* 
Te^dVtq bis great loss, aud^g found that hat^' 
had no alternative now left, but either So 


answer his inquiries; and that, i^pring thb.j abandofylhe plan, tef return to safety, and 


rumous to the correspondence and com 
merce of the country^nd if any ignorant 
projector were sufejpif'To interfere for such 
a purpose, h^m^nto be made responsible, 
as far asifllgnl^e, for the consequences ,* 
adfi that, although some of these obje^ons 
appeared well foundeef, it was evident that 
others arose from prejudice %ud self-interest; 
but the petitioner wan directed to answer 
them in detail, whimyjy had scarcely done 
before the adhitnistratton waAgain chang- 
ed; a nd Mr. Pitt , rm his return te office, 
TratVed fMtfSnpfSSded obiemions from the 
post office, wtech were follow^ up 

. J—.-•-1_-_j - — 

again|: 


dedibatphts fitture,]if^ lo the recotvrjMid * 
imnxovement ofhis various private concerns^^' 
make the sadrihoe of abandonii^thaae ^ 
together, ahd adliere to bis plan, andto tho 
chance of ^]uiring a«great fortune for him^ , 
self and family by its success, as Mr. Alles 
had done before him by his improvementi 
of the posts} he submitted therefore these 
circumstances.«nd his situation toMr^j^itS*,' 
and the necessity of immediat^.r setBt'ng ther^ 
terms which were to determine^bis choibe,* 
and that to the justice of this (h&rainister dt* 


and that any attempt to alter it \vouh;LJ2£.i ^*^1/ assented, and assured the petitioner^ 

_ r _ A- -.t-_ _ 1 _ _..j U-. -u:- _i_ ^_ 


that if he would give in lus proposals far< 
coippensation so that the proifiiaed advauta*, 
ges could but be securadvaitfl the agreemant * 
be made fair and ^fo tor live poblic^ wbmt? , 
ever fortune the petitioner might.strive from 
it, there woAld be no h&tation on hia paft to ^ 
close w'ith it, and. lo sat'ftfy hia idtnd m ^ 
his future prolpecta; aifd (bat, ia conaeos 
quence of this assurance, the {^tfioner 
d'ormed Ktt, through ihp present Bishop 
of Lindeli^, bU then secretary, ths$ he w<bi 14 - 
utidenake the proposed* reform at hia bwa> • 
risk and expence; on condit ion tflat he should ~ 
be entUjed m receive, faring.his life, twix^. 
and an half ppr oeiitont on.tbeffitto *• 
creased revenue* of the Posg Office beyond s 


s determined opposition and outcry again 
the plan as to create a combinatioa amongst , 

the inn iteepersand coach-masters on the'the present nett profits, 
roads, and renderiuk them ^unwiltinMo succeeded, bflt iMidrtQUlIk^^her^se ^ 
convey the mails 6n the terms prgpqsed^^ra-^ that with this propolSik^e ^ti^ioner (kliver 
tened to destroy the whole of n^SIfnmge- ^ed in a statena^t'Oflhe Post Office revemia^, v 
ments made by the petitioner pKparatoiy to *from a very earJyperiod, by which itappsar^ 
the trial; this, tog^er with iflllhyrampli* ied, tiiat, at|h«expiration of two 
:at^ nature and cohatmetion of tfie ws|^, \ from its estabUsht&ent, it bad reached -i- 
which, bh^^lpn would totally dtsarrabgerand \ to af^UO,0OO j^er annum; and* 'to. 
which he must of course completely ihw more strongly ihep;%iiishe expectedtodw^. 
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vil^iEom to pin, •• wK M 
ctunp to oury it tnltt •Sbouticm, to tito- 
Vtoffive io «tiarrative of Mr* Allot** tran- 
B ptiA| M wd agneemeat witli gororomeot io 
S 73 Q, rdaiive to to farm o€ tljp otow pmu, 
were tmpcoveSLgcadiiaUjr, and atdif* 
moat petMa, during apw*^i of 4ijroani, 
tiUto dm (alto the aocuOi^tiog of a very 
large fortune, ^ndbw bavuig received up* 
mrdt 0 ^ oSi%000 par anium for aiatiy 
ynri^ at a i^award for bit lervicet, and du- 

time« retained rbe^absdute 
t coatroul of that brand) of 

y-f an^that, «n AipI)*to (bis 
;ttioner wie idformed by Mi. 
bi» aecreuuy, ** that the pio- 
ight £iir, and would be ftilly 
complied with, providet^ihe {dan Succeed* 
cd;** &nd that the agreement having bnn 
tfans aceeded to,^tbp fmtiemer prctcoecMfW 
woako hit plan more perfect, and (yepare for 
«to trial} and Mr. Pftt,*in every c^veraa- 
'tied prqsious to such trial, con-damy ex* 
Mossed himself perfedly satisfied witn 
Wnm and jDoaerafioo o€ the terms, 
the benefit to be derived to the public if 
flan GOoU but be sacoatafolty cabled into 
WftTvfimi and that in the autumn of 1 7fi4, 

' nfto two years of incessant labour and eon- 
toy. tbe plan was tried on (be Western road, 
and ujmeedad beyossd tbe peomisa held out 
hf ttoptofioner^ who bad nevertheless af- 
•Bn*Ms to^mouater a reoewalof hostili- 
tiba and impadinents from (bedpostOffice, 
wjncdi bun to apply for the prom- 

tlon of tto Lords of ibe Treasury, who ira- 
madiately saw the Deoessit|F of tbto inteefo* 
iapoe,'biM iaiuad^ pacemptoiy order for tSe 
pwpose i bot tbe miadneS had so for bean 
done, that« ccnridenrtde delay tock ^aoe 
tofhrtr fhe trials ximlcl be made* upon the 
wte'saad} and that Mr. Pitt, being of 
.apiaioa that the tettoted impbdimenta and 
Opppsirion to ^erienoed from the Poet Offioe 
anaered khtobtfely requisit* that the pe* 
'litlqBpr should bold some osfensihlp ^roial 
*«llea^, tbe teter tcTensble him io forward 
tto esteUUb&nt of bis ^n, end pcovent 
diaettoriBbetructians, lyopoaed that to should 
•awappinmadoanreyor ud comptroDer gene- 
^lal, trltb a 'sitoy^of j^l,500 per annum, 

' be accepted in lien of per ceu- 

anypart^iCaJli ibstdMIoe^ieveDae 
Mthta 4 f^,goo, bqjog oS^iOao above 
the amount at that time $ andoficoorie the 
nrepoaed salary Was considerably kis than 
.Ihb'per'centage would have ampimted tof 
toy tbo^etitioner consented to this proposed 
StodttoSrion of his orig^pd agreement, n* 



(her tbah dwtadlm on* hie part, aadpar- 
ticalsriy as it was intimated that, in caseany 
aorident should happen to the pwitionor afo 
tered^ng the plan, but before he bad an 
oppmtaoity of making a suitable provision 
for his family, there could b« no d^bt bat 
fthat government would Wake such an event 
I into consideratlbn; and that in the autumn 
of 1735, when t^e plan had been carried 
’ uito effect on^many of tto roads in the 
kingdom, and arrangements made for its 
furthei^extensioil^Vi draft of the petitioner's 
iniendpdwfppidntment was prepared at the 
I Tre^ry, agreeably to the modified terms, 
be^ a grant &)in hist majesty, appointing 
t/e petitionerjfurveyovk apd comptroller gc- 
^41 of the Best Office during his life, with 
I araority tO(*pipend any of tto officers and 
sen|^s belonging tbyeio, and granting him 
in cMStoratidn of bis go^ and faithtiU ser¬ 
vices fm the advancement of tbe revenue, 
and tbe advantage of the commerce and ma* 
nufoctures of -the kingdom, as well by way 
of qpward of such services, as to encourage 
him to continue bis exertions for furthering 
mme, a deer salary of wi^l, 50 Q, togetuer 
lOt. per cent on the increased 
t revenue, aorordii^ to the mndifig ^pjin 
fore stated; and that WAen«a draft oftbis 
proposed appointment was kid before the 
then g^tomev general, he was of opinios 
tUht an act parliament jvould be requiaite 
to ename die luinister to carry tbe agrewnent 
inade witl^he petitioner int<4 execution, ea 
t to Pns t-CMBce Act of thb ptli of Queen 
y&ot merely autborises appointments under 
the postmaster geneid, and in con^uence 
of this obstacle the grant was sus¬ 

pended till the requisite actogoukl be obtain¬ 
ed ) atid that during this delayf^lT^ petition* 
or no* having sufficient authority vested ib 
hiiB. 4 o forward and protect his plan, it get 
info great irreguUritv, owing to tiie negket 
of tto contractors, who had toen induct to 
libdieve that he was ;t|pMported by govera- 
ttent, and tha*as tbe pian had*to eocouafier 
fresh objectioDS and rngn^inls from the 
Pbst Office, it moat neoesSCh^ji^iveDiC^^ 
thwefoe^ tong disheartened by these appre- 
h^sksw* ai wdl aa by the severity <a the 
wnrte f, and influenced by tto advice and 
tbreits ef thorn who were advevN to the 
pfaue A Comblbation %nis entered into, and 
boBflk jpd eriyivy penaktes dxecuted amodg 
{nafly^^riMroacbmasrers as as post¬ 
masters, not mly to declme any mail-coech 
cootractsJffit to oppose them wherever at* 
teew^fi^ be est^litoed; and that in ^to 
sitiuSira tto petUipDcr foomd tha^.,tocsa h« 



immediately obtfliaed some 
the plad must sink, and ait hir U^tovSt, tfUiC- 
ictyi and «xpence be lost > 
after'rejSTfiienting his ap]>rehenKionrf*'td -the 
minister, and consenting to' poMtIiidfe the 


E«9'' 


completien 'Ctf his agreement, till tw re^nl* kimu' pruper tuai uie ponironsr couia noi ,cnu 
Site arrangements Auid be made respectingfconMito it; and that in lysd the Co^ 
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'thdM^fhii'-'invdBtigatiok k)to 

’ Uo«^j>eet« 

ed and disnreS^t^ ai thU further procrastina-^ 
tion ‘was, '%he^'{}rop 06 al ' appearett so tapdidr 
and proper that the pentronsr could not .lilii 


d limited appointment was in August, 
1786, directed to^ be grated him by the 
postmatiter geiTeral, under which he might 
be enabled to forward(his4>ftii', but with an 


missidntt 84 )f /d^iry made tberr Report ik 
,to the Post OfBceand stated, with rbspect 
to the pcthioxier, '' That be had p^ormed 
his agreement brith government far beyond 


assurance from Mr Pitt; full benefit! his promise,* Hot only as to expedition and 


of his agreement should''be se¬ 

cured to him, and he at the same tirdi^b- 
taincil B warrant for % part n^bis expend, 
hot having till jheii re^eired ajsbilling either 
for himselfur his numerous agents^ althou^i 
more dian four years had elapjed since stfae 


safety, but at i^20,000 per annum less tbaa 
was pro^selUmrd tH&t he'bad accomplish^ 
ed his o^ect jintspiiu bf*nuinerpu9*diffict^i« 
ties, and a most powerful opposition, anA 
every obstruction that could. thrown 
bU way by the o^pera of the General Post * 


comhiencement of dig bu8iae8i,''as he/ivas and therefore the commissioofirsdfr- 

. • -1 V _ ji_ f ?•- _ _ .r_ \ w _j,...1 i •« 


determined to adhere strictl/IbHis p^posal, 
that the plan should be proved efficient and 
beneficial to the public, before h^ would ac¬ 
cept any remuneration whatever; and that 


efared the petitioner'^stl^^eotided. to bia 

specified'(^mp^sation,,b^ng a very smaU 

pait'O^thai* increased revenue which bis In* 

tegri^f, activity, an<Lzeal, badcreit^, ex*' 
*1 _ ^ ^ ^ • « 


having obtained this limited appointn|ent, of the convenience and numeroutl 

the petitioner without loss of lime went intoJ/^ateral advantages whidi the country ^ at 
Scotland in order to arrange the pc^s ps, large; and more particularly the commercial 
that kingdom, and afterwards to Pars |or | part df 'i^ deiiVedfaom his escertioos;'* and 


^k^purpose of cst)]{|^Mg a daily p!ad^et 
and post co#n^ion between Fmnoe a 
this country, so that he was not able to re¬ 
turn to London till October, 1767 }, ajsd that 
early' in 1788 he reqnested^o go to T?e- 
la'ndpin order to settle regiilationt^reflpsctiiig 
the eslablishnient of mail-coaches in that 
kingdom, and likewise for the forming, j^et- 
ter communications by packets between tfie 
northern and southern ^arts of that country, 
and the Knglishi|^ls; and that altbou^i 
the petitioA^ldOduring ihese intervals, ht' 
his freqifen^otirtbunications wtrii Mr* PHr, 
the most positive assurances,’ tlial 4dkr ef* 
fecting these further Arrangements tbeagree- 
ment made with him should be nb longer 
delayed, but fettled to his entire satis¬ 
faction, yet, on^fl^return, he had lb% 
tnottificatioh to encounter furiher impedi- 
mC» from the Office; and ^e thare- 
\y and warmly pressed rhfe 
uer to carry his agrrament j^lirVim 
into immediate execution, by grtti%ng 
him the promised powers put am end rotnese' 
hostile attacks from the office, sc inyweious 
both to himsdlf antf the phblicy' and^that 
Mr. Pitt acknowledged tlie'|pcefisitv.ri well 
'asjustice of this demand, iJrf^fiVaaxtous' 
wish to comply with it^ and at last observed, 

' That it would ben great salt9lf||^6Q to his 
toiled, and.moreftdly authorise and«|stify 
the a|te|48[»n( with the public, if ^Inaion- 
VoiTIx. ^ . 


(hat, after this examinatroD and decision by 
the comnrisrioneM, the. petitioner, at t^'* 
end of December 1788, wrote to tl>e mi* 
nister, raquerting him to fulfil his piigmal 
agreetocnt, stating at the same time that he 
hadvatious other plana whici^h^ conceived 
of i^e greatest consequence to the corres- 
l>Dndeace .of toe kingdom and particularly 
of toe-nietFopolU and its neighbourhood, 
waited (his fiaoLadjastmeut to euabje 
him to carry into executtoa?. and. that.furV 
the# delays now voae from the peculiar luad 
unfortunate circunwtaaces which ‘occurred > 
at that tinSe, and-th^onsequeot etobA'rasji^ 
mepts of gntomtoent, *and.at lalt-fqne 
difiBcuhies toft 'petitioa[2r experienced 
pecufiiavy concerns; wearied but* with thesp .n 
continu^'fliort^ying and^vexatiious dehiys, 1 
to vfbiqh he iaw no probabJr,'en4^^(^''. 
agaiiMh whicli, or to compel theperfonuanee^ 
ox hia.agceement; he had ncAlegalietoedy*' 
he, ^ toe e^nest desire of tlus • 

canepirtJ to cominueVortfaef act^ito ^ 

limited andiflwertain pos^j^e'hitlierip 
done, hut ler tljb 

the part of to8nf«hoof3^9»toi 

do ftUuae inter^egee wito his rcgnlati?^. 
from the General. Post Oi&e, anA 
tocKiid feel himself equally proiceted. 
fldvi(ntage^ i« allvdspects as if posses^ 

4be iiuended ftitot Grant of 479^4 
that he^might be'assured his agraeineaiw^ 

a • 


am 

vaU4 » if lijf *■& wt pf 

jMriiBnMit} an^ that ipoa aifter« now 
* pmb^ue&t mu aentto bi4i« and waa 

dler seven yeah de]a/«,tlM wUth arrears j 
of the <<aJary an^ per centre to time« 
And agreeably to bt* modiM Agreement of 
lySij but he vas allo#ed nming&rhi^ 
thne piev:ous to the comAenceisept 6f 
pun in August IT^4, or m bis ^aubbeqoont 
great expeoces hi England# or even in France* 
Or JreLftid# nor was tberv any mentidned 
reversion of the situation for any of bit 
Cinsily^ a^ he was leef to expect in fhe modi¬ 
fication of his agreement ^85^ but be 

'iihu totd he mast ^,an-idnip1e recom* 
ptneo for all this in the great and increasipg 
diadrantages of«his per centimes; aqd that 
tiopever convenient tfia pentionar fbnnd 
this svm for the settlejp^t ^f his peeunisiy 
difficulties, in conseOQdQCe of his aUantbn^ 
to this business#‘'ana whatever plowarebe 


felt at the an ears, according to hit niodifM 
.agreement, being thus hononraffiy dis- 


im 

or some eipSsetual tndksjire adopted# to put 
an end to^it f, and that at last the postmaster 
general sus|:«nded the petitioner, in March 
17PX. for disotibdience of fbeir Orders, un¬ 
der ibis nominal appdntme&t, •which be had 
[been compelled to act with to the best of his 
judgment, sod independeut of the poitmas^ 
ter general; for, had he not done so on 
every occasion be thought necessary, and' 
scoordtug to tljp'jpowers described in the pa¬ 
tent appointment drawn up in ITSS, and 
assured to bimj^ the minister, he never 
could iiave^^afrM his jplan into execution, 
or thapubbe been in tm enjoyment ot its 
tages} a^ that after various remon- 
ices and auswen Jh^tween the postma<;- 
-geaerala^ himself at the*Board of Trea- 
ar, and v»ib which# on the part -of the 
peitionar, w minuter expressed himself 
utiteod# he gras compelled to leave the con¬ 
vict of his plan to iht office, as >KaB origi¬ 


nally iotmded, after he should have perttfct- 
W establisaed it, but# of coarse, considered 


chai^lBd; yet be ucvrf ftuled expresdie^bis ilut ho was not to be prejudiced m the pro- 
dwsaiisfhction at the Patent Appointmenl of fits firming from his agreement j and he in- 
ayssnbr being yet granted to bim, or hiKfimiited to the mmhter, that be still was 


original agreement not being fulfilled, and 
Ids fear'» and apprehensions of the conse¬ 
quences both to the public, hts plan, and 
to bimself; and that fof some little time 
after this, however# the petitioner proceed¬ 
ed tinintermptedly, and to his satis&ctiun; 
bpt it hein^soon known at the Post Office 
he had fi* legal authority, ^depeudeut 
of the Postmaster General, the ola oppo¬ 
sition and intrigues revived, and were pur 
sued for a considerable time, or at intcn-als, 
in a manner that gsight natarally beexpectM 
where prejudice was so deeply rooted,^nd 
power imtiie exercise of pefVons so complete- 
lyats^priance Wttheach ether, and vyhose ideas 
Af businew# and the'mode of conducting 
it/* wdre so difTcrenj; and tb|t the former 
^warranihhlb conduct to defeat the plan on 
one aide, at^ unavoidably so protect it 
on the other wete Sgain retorted to; on*eve- 
pj ssc^sion which tha pedtioner edheeived 
of importanc^M his plan, or the revenue,' 
ha acted in the best manner he could ffir its 
advxQttgi, and to aliirm and deterahe office 
intarftrli^ in its coi^ncg $ and, con- 

« in tbesp^lMf his originid agreement, 

the post- 

mgster-gen^ ISiRted hjs agree¬ 

ment, sam appeBf«dtoabemi»s|er, which 
genera]]^ produced a tmporaiy cesartion to 
^Is hdrraanng and injurious iiifeffereocc 
with ffu regulations, and be wls frequently 
Sssared*fozM line or other snovdd be drawn. 


o 


rImV to proceed to ftulher great and exteii- 
sw improvemex)fs^of material imponap^'* 
trthcipublic convenience dnd,the levenue, 
if granted the requiute poweis promised 
him; that, some time after this decla¬ 
ration h warrant was sent to the post office 
for tbl ,p^yffieDt of the petitioner’s acreai s 
(according to his modified ^gieement m 
1785) to ^pnl 1793; and the Boaid ol 
'RWaCfy gave him notice thjt they had set¬ 
tled an allowance of ,fJOOOper aiui. on 
him for hts life, in co'inp^sation for hn ser¬ 
vices i and that to this the pcwUioii^r declared, 
as he invanably had done, tharfibsinjuld con¬ 
sider himself extremely til treated if he was 
paid in any degree ailiort of hu actual 
agreement; that Mr- Put had a right, it 
he thought pioper, and as might suit his 
Dolitical convenience, to^vpen^e with his 
Services, but hftcouliniSt in justiceduqieiise 
with the engagements hejwd cutcred into 
with the ^iitioner j anf ^ut, 
her ijg^^after the usual period had elapsed 
of naEnfr up the annud accounts at the 
Oemsral Pos| Offices, the petitioner sent a 
memorial to the Lords Commisskmeis of the 
Trea|UfT, stating his •agrmneDt, and re- 
qniri^Po^t Offices accounts to April 17 ^^ 

it of the balance of s^ry 


and tl 


afid per oentagedue to him beyond the sura 
.he had heera^ (of In August, 

rarious J^lications apd waitictg 
eil^nBanths^ he receivoi an stat- 





ing", that their wq;e^of miaHm 

that th« mm of 3000 per «Dxt«m fbtr hh 
life ttTfys A just'and IbU coinpensatidd^l^ tbo 


by talents, well 

had bete^aidad lA fttfir*coascils by collta- 


Rcrvlce^ h4 'Jiaid rendered, and that dtd| gtua diadtyiuisbed. They had stcxjd^ 

nof tfaink themselves justified eh the] high m the ^pionOftrKaiffleot, tt|d in 
part 6f the public to make any UdditibA toathe esteem'and Irespecbof f!>Fe(ga ceuntrl&. 


that allowance; aifQthfat, iq^Jannary 17P9, 
(being shortly after the next nieethig of par¬ 
liament) the petitioner haipng advwed with 
liis counsel in the further ataps necessary to 
be taken in this harraRsin&ddsineM, Q^efcnt' 
ed to the Board of Treasm^ a remonstrance 
to their answer, and proposedrthat ‘.f their 
lordships conceived' tbemsdlm nna^ to 


pel form the agreemcTit mad^witb him, an 
application might be^sde to^pftrliament cm 
the subject, when the agreei^ent, as well 
as bis merits and his conduct, i^ght be ^y 
investigated; and rhaa altho|||M[h an arjjswer 
was promiied in time for fST petitioner to 
m^ike such appeal, be did not receive it till 
the dissolution of parliament wasttletermlnei} 
on, and he bad to wait the meeting of the 
new one in the following year, wh«ajh 
committee of the house 
consider of the ngreen 
petitioner fni the reform and improve£:wnt 
^ehe«FosiO|Bc^jUp|i^ea*revenue, add*to 
inquire inih TfJe causes of his sasp^8io\ 
and report to the house the evidence recejiv- 
edj” and that, in May 1797 , the ccAiynit- 
tee, after being occupied above five yi'e^ 
on tift subject, reported * to the ^Ase the 
evidence received, which was oad<^red to be 
printed, and fully prov*ed the agaaemcnt 
made with the petitioner as before stated. 
•—Ordered to lie u|)on ihe table. 


was appointed To jrffid (^ina'tr^, had been, 
ents made wittf theT For the year 1S04 


Yn tikiaiiig thte dc^ption be relt a want of 
laogtffifle W eacMBss what was duo to fbe 
ebamew of his hoaouraj^le friend (lord 
G^renville)} to the int^ity, 'wisi^, and 
enet^, o£ his mind 3 to his indefitigable 
3ea] in |be ^discharge ^ his puUic duties $ 
to bis soliAltade for the interests, security, 
and pr^pmy^ ib# ein^rw. It was fsjr 
to attribute t?MdMiradministraHen lyme 
part of the wonderful increase which h& 
taken place in our manufactirres, commerco7\ . 
imd savipitioa, the course of the last' * 
yev: 1*06 pipers lor which he Vould 
npw moy^, would ext^t^t proofs of that 
itibreise beyond all expectation and 
eKaitipli.—T^e Cbmparafive account of 
iiQpqika would sbew^that the total-^alue,* 
esposive of prize goods, and of the India 


y 


OF LORDS. 

^ Thctdny, March 26, 

[COMMI'RCK OP COUNTRY^. Lovd 
Auckland called (he attention of UiO hoti$e 
to a practice, which, from a sense of duty, 
he had 8o««a&en purhued, in bringing 
forw'ard, for the nhi^wation of pnrliamentp| 
such annual accounts ns dreie coiuieoted 

had huppeaed to fill, 
tie mor^MpecMily induced to this, 
as* he had resigned a tew days ^8!f%he 
^ Residency of the committee of conncUlfOr 
an oflipe of gfeaC impbnancf and 
responsibility, which nopredfrntlman would 
UDuertake or Bold, Tinless' felt thift he 


£22,016,000 
1S03 . 23,iaO,(XXX 

\B06 • - t 24,358,000 
Their lordihips would be aware that a * 
Itfge propoBtioa of those imports consists 
rit mnteriaH «f manufacture, such as fiax, 
hemp, hides, iron, wood, yam, dying 
goods, wool, and cotton ^ or^^ necessaiy 
coDiOiuptiAA iudi as, wiue» spirits, oill, 
fish; fruit, and grain.—The comparative 
value of British ptoduco and manufacture 
e^>orted from Great Britain for tho saove 
period, bad been,, * 
Pdtyearendidg.faui.3,1805 i'23,^5,ona. 

-1806 •25lb04,00O 

1807 27;!u)5,ooq 

And here it might be* tnaterial^o rpmsi^, 
that a aimildir account^ for the poar 1?94.. 
hdd amoontt^ bnly to ]6,7V,tKX)L ^Ho 
wool^ not Ater into the but would 

only observe that m the lask year, 
the 5th of January fsoy, hatt heeu* 
a great increase ia the ex^rt oti cottons,, 
faamwar^ and woqBa goods. Ide bad also • 
seen, hrith much s^tsfaotion^ ahd their, 
lordihips wblddrt^d, 
of Scotland ifcaAri^ept nlhe wi|J^Jll% 0 fi 

England^ ‘ Hill IQ j|pW'» HI 

Rriiish energy, abdgr an Mll^tcued 
provident government !• Soch wai thh 


could have the confidence aiM co-opiTati5n 
of a strong and cilightenel govenimenV .. ^ 

He was proud to believe that hejtad possess-1 actual predto^unent of the British ompke, 
qji the unfeserved confidence govern- -**- ^—“•— 

nsant^titlad to those Thetj^^exit 

olSce^gwthat go^ermOont htwl been filled 


which Qtv amprinetpjad aivd. ituplocabltr 
enemy bad vaiftly hoped to redb^ to % 
bankruptoy, both fiosnee and of conjir 
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ni«N».-As to the banfcn^Jtcy -M-feance, 

.biai|oj?Se friend (lord GoenyilW) badi^ewa, 
had proved, to the ixnttc^po* asd 
benefit, of his successora In office,'4pd^ to 
his countrymen, Uiat new taiC| ire ho lon¬ 
ger necessary, evcn'^r a pronged war 
on the actual state of expapditiire. As to 
any failure in commerce, 'accpunts now 
to be produced wouklgive a apleodid exhi- J 
bition qT impoF& and exports, far teyond 
what i^bad cw been in any period of 
peace or of war.-w-Hsiyngsaid, inthe^pening 
of his speech, that he hiid enjojrfd the fuU 
confidence of ihe'late tninister^c rtquest- 
ecT n^ritiiasion to exphna-ehsC^n one groat 
essentia] point be had didered from 
radically wand most -^decidedly. His 
^ noble friend bad been-amazed in' an. early 
stage Gf -the business^ that itcwas biK inten¬ 
tion to'oppose evei^the very lioaitfeid measure 
which had beenrlhade the cause, or^occasion, 

of the-ebange of govemmwrt} but^^iaving , ■ ^ i -i 

stated that dissent, he nexer felt, beaever, any cbannsl to the public the grounds which 
cboJd‘feei, that alarm"and anxiety wlndi Iwd jpduced thorn to take that 
■ others feel, or pietend to feel, for wnd^tic 


call^ tbe aUenttoOiof tordships 1o ^e, 
ol* tyhich he bad given ndtice yester¬ 
day. Ihe principal pointaof his lordship's 
ipe^i, which occupi^ upwards three 
Sioursin ihe delivery, were to the fbllow- 
^g edi^t.—Ido not ma n to cvfier any objec¬ 
tion to tlte motion whkh has just been 
mode) but I ri.^ for the purpose of stating, 
as youriordships all know it is competent 
forme on thU,^esiion to do, Uie circum¬ 
stances which hflV^ed to the present situa¬ 
tion of public adjiM I mean to explaini 
as far ah '1 am acquainted with them, the 
caus^A'iuch have brought about the change 
wbiCin has talun place ii'i his majesty’s 
councils. It is^uw six years sipcc tliC'mem¬ 
bers of a forntv admiuisiration, of which 1 
formed a par^ thought it their duty, under 
sioitlar circumj^nces^ to ask permission of 
^is Majesty Hr^ithdraw ironi their sima- 
tions. *This determination they carried into 
execution without cc>mmunicaiing through 


happened to him only ^wo years qgo to be 
the teller on the catholic question, when 

* their lordships divided 178 to 4g. He 
knew too well the consistency and honoiu 
of their lordships minds tohave.Lhe.BmaUe^ 
particle of doubt, that the principles which 
jMeveiled in'\B(X5 would equally prevail in 
1807. He sijicerely lamented the misyn* 
derstanding and. its consequences, which 
threatened to place this great empire in a 
state of'divisions, weakn^s, and distractionif 
iir suited to the circumstances of the war, 
and* to-tlie tendency and ui^campled dangers 
of the tibaet on which- we are thnrwn, 
liord Auckland conchtded-by moving for 
s^wrat^odbnts of the official and real im- 

iato,and‘'expcflts from @rcat Britain, 
yw nine ending the .^h January, 

160^^ and «8lso (pr comparative accouuts 

* of Briti sh sbiptnng for the same period? 

Bali ^i^lVeitffiordand said, be did 
smH rise to contfbvert the stetements of the 
. noble lord7 but merefy to c^Mcrve^that the 
founds .of such a statlment provra the ad- 
tration 'ofi which the lord formed 

;rnmeot of a 
[resources.— 
on on the n^le^ord’f motion was 
put, ayi^he accounts ordered accordingly-. 

• OF AoMrNisTiATioN.] I^)rd 

.Siawj^bniy r^noved, that 'therhcyise at its 
rislw dtytdjimm {o Wednesday sen'nigbt. 
rd QrerfPif^f immediately roue, and 


_ __ ticipated fully in the motives of forbearance 

they cafl Vbe'safeiy of aiie churiii. It hadlSo vifcicli that conduct. *as founded. I am 



fer frVm now regretiiug Uiat the change did 
take place in thatewqo^n But it qiUAUhP 
ii^he recollection of aTr>'oi!ll'Ste«lUln'ps, that 
rhl motives of the persons who composed 
th&adn|mistraiiou lo which 1 have altudetl,, 
wete'made subject ofmuch comment, 
and u^te greatly misrepresenred in conse¬ 
quence of that forbearance to which, they 
adhere^. On the present occasion, then, 
whra a change of administration has taken 
place, not by resignaiipn, but in coi^sequeoce 
of the exercise of the r4jjsd prerogative, it is 
natural that I, who know ure^qy^presenta- 
tions which occurred in a former instance, 
should wisli to avoid similar impuiations, by* 
making to your lordships, and thro’ you to 
the country, a fulf explanation of all the 
circumstances which have g^eq rise to the 
fxistmg situation a^airs. But 1 

have still a mufch stronger clafm to your 
lordships indulgence iu<qjakin^th^tate^^ 
ment. It has happened tbanTPRTRItS^WB^ 
iicaVf«^|S already appeared, containing 
fals| anJgarbled representation of the cir- 
cpnistances to which 1 allude} and here let me' 
ask the noble ior^ on the other aide, whether, 
they can point (Ait any period’of the history 
of^iiscountry m whlchit ever happened that 
such a puMicatim was made ? .1 speak of the. 
pu^ication of the minutes of advice given to 
•hi»i msqeui^y his fate ministers. Tha^^ 
adyxMwas given tp hit majesty jn writ^t)^ 
andtnoS^h it was proper that the 
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be tratitfferrddto the jSersotw Wko soecea^ 
to the administration, in ordar aba^; t&ey 
might know the grounds upoA mT^httib kheir 


raaims.- I baaBi toy lords, no complaint to 
mafco) I haveonly testate what is neceps^ry) 
tbrtbe.vtudteaCion oPmv*owacbaracter.^At 

..1 ..♦.I ^ aA. _t , ^ -S* ^ t . . t _ • 


predecessors were dUmissed, it was a very Itbewlodcf die cbotagO of administration, 
extraordinary proceeding in those persons to lo vmick 1 have already referred, tyour 2^d- 
auihoriee its bublicattoa. If t^y tbougbt ■btps know tb»agreat^nd iilustrious stately. 

_ Z!. . ^ . 1. A- _e__ L.l_¥_ - 


it a ht document fur^blic diseession, either 
in or out of parliament, there were two ways 
in which they might havp procted^, in 
order to promote a constitatiamal investiga¬ 
tion. They might have ccude down ^ par<r 
iiament and-scated, that improper advice had 
been given to the crown, end upon that 
statement moved an address to his majesty 
for the production of tlie maper^ ortilby 
might have adoif tt»l another c^rse. If they 
found upon thSr accesAon tJLihe govern¬ 
ment, 'that evil cnuhscls hadjpeen given, 
they might have advistgl hisjnjesty to Jay 
those counsels before parlidfnHu, in aider 
that those from whom they proceed might 
receive the punishment they- me||ted. Bu^ 
Will the noble lords on the opposite side 
vindicate the publication of a paper-of 
important nature in the mauner.it has tafen 
place ? I tnu->t again •ask them whether tliey 
can refer to any instance, in the histo/y of 
the^g^try similar ^h- 

lication 

motive, ever been made ? Under those cj 
cumstances, however, I could not 
from desiring to 1%' before your ]or<)roif)$ 
the tiflth of the case on tills impdfljant sub¬ 
ject, which ha^, in consequence of the pub¬ 
lication 1 have noticed, become tl'MV^ubiect 
of conversation and misrepresentation in 


man, (Mr. BU^io whom I never can aUud». 
but with s^timi^s of the most unfeigned 
respect, was at the head of hie majesty's 
government My lords, in r&e year^Oi; it' 
was the opinion of that Ulustrioua 8westnan< 
in which f^iniou I egnpletely concurred,^ 
that largeVurther concessions tlmuld be 
made t^kMholic# of Ireland. It wy 
then tbongbt^Spediviirt ~%hat .a meaaaa-^i- 
that purpose should be proposed to pairli^x 
meat. That proposed measwre not meetmg\ 
with his majesty’fr/jipprubation, thd coiise« 
qifence was t^'cesignation of the theft ml- 
'*niaters. Tlleeiesuk was d^erent, in the pre-' 
sent ca5Aj|or reams which ^ shall presetuly 
state, /at that period thought it my dutjrto 
resi^ and cbear^hy^critice all t^p|g per- • 
soqji^onsiderationa \^icb may be supposed 
^attach to the sitoalion of one of {}i& ma¬ 
jesty's ministers. My lords, 1 will sacrifice, 
those considerations* over and over agiuo,-- 
upon the same principle. It U undoubtedly^ 
true> that no pledge was given to the catho- * 
\i<^ of Ireland that furtlier concessions to 
m shouldebe one of the results of the' 
ton j their consent was imdocdMedly not 
{Hirchased by any suchapromis^* Jtis weB' 
known, however, from tlie sp^^hes in paV- 
lianront, upon the great question 'uf‘ the 
union, and we know that what is said in 


u 


every coffee-house, I'or this purpose, 1 piyfllament, somehow or other becomes 
w.is induced to askeleave of his majesty to known to the public, that the understanding 
make the stJttgnidiit I am about to lay- before ; upoii the subject ^rtainly wa^, that further- 
yourlordslnps; for without that permission, | concessions to the cathollosof lrekm<fi'might, 
f should not, most anxiously as I desired to ! and oughtio be a nrtdbsure consequeb|a:tpon ' 
explain every circumitance connected with j thenuiun. That tueb^a measefte uot 
the imponaiit tiansactioifs that have taken I only politic slbd expedItfDt, but/bsolufbly* 
place,^UiiA4i^|^|m this opportunity of ad- | necessary, was the opinion, as f hSve already 
dressing yourlortN|gj|^ But my applica-J stated, of tint greatand illi|striout.statesi&n,, 


tion to his majesty was receit^d with all that { Mr. riti;. it was also the ODinion of his 



mess to the feelings of i ‘great and illustrious ri?al. 


oiBwncr^ljmntis royal mind is so emi¬ 
nently distmgaislted, and I shall riaarun 
_ terta in the strongest sense of gratitude Tor 
^HATbenevolent condescension with which me 
permission 1 solicited was granted. Having 
nowstated the gfoiindt onwblbhlthink itMrilJ 
appear that an explanation Qi|Qiy part was 
indispensably called for, fcarcely can b^ 
necessary for me toassure yourlordships, that 
whatever 1 may say in addressiHi^oa will 
b^lgoorammii^ with every feelmg^^«re- 
fpectvNK^ is due to the sot'efeign onhese 


eminent statesmen concurred in opinion in 
three geegt measures of policy, tbee^blish- 
ment of the sinking fonda ti^ abolition of, 
the African tfitefifade, 
further conce 
land. J'h^ __ 

adopted aa fts fir^prpposition ; the secoiM,*' 
the abolition of the Aincan^ave tAdd, met 
with much, in ray qpinioo, oppo« 

sition, butjias at length bMp carried..- Thiif* 
third, that of avystem of conciliation and: 
kindnesi^to tlie catholics of Ireland^ remdlus 
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^mNi botmied mto exeMtira 

t grounds of sudi txoavoidfiM ti<^GeM>ty, 

1 think it is.Mmf^ossibie lbflii»y mfto^ 
weightDg on tfad one liatid ,t^ ob*> 
jec^ons which fa^ve been 
Md on (be other tfa^idva 
ineritably flow from the com- 

> 1 % to this conclusioa, th^lt is, a meMihre 
which', for the v^are of the country,, 
ought be sphedtlx adopted. It was m 
this view that eirm former occasion I sacrific¬ 
ed my akuation in/he goremmant; and 
^at Sacrifice I was ready to cue wain, 
Mng convinced *(hat* four «i)lMon8%of our 
subjects in IreloMbsm^o be govern- 
Sy conciliation and kindness, and noit by 
rsecutiou. In aonsequence of circumstances 
which occurred hi tM fituation of public 
aOairtf which it is-not aviinwry here to 
reatine, overtures^ware rdpeatds^v made to 
me teOfioe a pnrtlu his majertf*a co^cils. My 
answer, to' such overtures was^'^at my 
aoverqliqn might atwm . command * mv 
service^D any ftame m govCmrUent wh|^ 
might formed^ but at the same- tiraelj mi 
sdwnys explicitly declared, that I- never^**^ 
wnold forego my right testate my sqpdmenta 
on .this questionMn parliament, whenever 
nny occasion should occurwwhicb might call 
for auQfa a statement. A time arrived wb 
the Reman catholics of Ireland thought 
to represent to parliament the state of the 
^aerances. *«Tbey did me the honour to 
afgx^ to me tcfpresent their Betidoni [Ree 
voi. 4,. p. py.j I felt that application, my 
lords, to be -an honour, bec^sa it was a 
proof of thec^nion thorn persons entert%%* 
<^.of my conduct and sincerity. 1' compliM 
with their wishes. But bgre, my lordw it 
isproper^oA 'l should correct a mtsapprehen* 
aion wh^h has vei^ gdnerally prevailed on 
t}iu. B|t^jec& It is ftot true, as has been 
fke^ently.assertedrWhat the eonsent of the 
^man catJlolibs of Ireland to the union wai 
pnrctiased in oon|eqaence of any promise 
le toth emxrf' a measure of complice ^n- 
lalim ih cerftin,. from the debates^ 
that toc^ plase on the Union, that it- was 
uaderstooa that the catholic qaestira diookl 
^-fid^.constdcf^ wfid ^on this ground ,I 

nd tateal^bSt claims 
I. *Tbm of file 

_ ^ ^jlHmmentis 

k n o ipgS; • aimntf ag^n^uLe mea- 
sone^ lai^as it was, co^noftbecan^deredas 
predu^ftsg;wts reyrvai at a fisture period, or^ 

^ inuiosiiig'any pledgeon parliament not to' 
accede tprao'cam^dic claims to the iuU ek- 
tedt in nv'hich th^ wereihen In a 


iBoiitbssd^l had the honour fo mttke 
the OppittetlM, ^ remit -of which I Ihive 
'ncieiitioned,‘flie country had the misfbitonb' 
to lose the great stateman who was at the 
gainst it,f head of the existii^ adiDinistration. His 
-which mttst| majesty was tbeo pleased -to think that;; 

under the circopistanoeslh which the country ‘ 
wai^aced,- 1 might be of use to him and to 
the and directed me t6 assist in form- 

^new 'gCi'eniment. 1 did form 




Ji^ a'new garemment. i did term one, 
which^ from ^^materiali of which it was 
compoM, and'.tne^rinciptes on which its* 
members i^Aed to act together, appeared' 
to me best cakulated for promoting me in- 
tcifsts of the ^untry.^ The sentiments Of 
most of the nprsmis w'ho became members 
of this admuKstration, npon the catholic 
question, wejb well known from their*public- 
declarations, find parilculafiy in consequence 
of (lie dtsenfifoR' which had recently taken 
place dn'tWsuhject. When, therefore, -we 
were callcdfto the councils of our sovereign, 
no man could suppose that we were called 
jB^jEgiy other maimer than that in which 
i^sters ought constitutionally to discharge 
theil duty; namely, to give on all proper 
occaAons to his majesty; conformably tb ihe 
oath Ve had *»*=**Tr-^ 

nscl, and nqt to witiill8iv*fhat advice 
interest, auction or any other motive. 

1 if^et make this assertion, my lords, from 
m^ %|vn recollection onlf. Within these 
few dajw Ay sovereign has declared it fb be 
conformab|p to bis recoilecteon also, and 
autboriged me to confiim tins statement, 
not from myself only, but from him. Afier 
what bad recently happened, it will not be 
supposed that it could be the desire of tlie 
late administration to pr)hs,j|^e catholic 
question, or to revive any measure known 
to bepainful to the feelings of a great person¬ 
age, to whom eveiT lApect is due, unless 
thepresaure of unavoidable necessity compell¬ 
ed us to bring it forward^,^W«w.,6Atjered 
ourselves, there(bre,^|j||^4^3m tbecliaracter 
of the persons fo whom the go^rntnent of 
Ireland was entrusted, ma|pv T-riifr^-T of 
satisfaction in the pe^le 
woiMihQ^imixHshed. l^e manner in whicl 
th«oble person at the bead of that gov ern^' 
rnent (the duke of Bedford) eitecuted 
laws; aodtlie jiast but conciliating spirit of bisr 
administration,*gave utreasdn to hope tkat- 
the una(iiniHy|eo touch desired in the sister 
kingdom migpt at last be accomplished. 
We. had but one wish, the v^elmre and 
secari^ t^LtVe vdude empire ; and, hy kniN 
ting^ogoUter the be^tts of all hia nraie^ti^* 
su^octs, we cherished the hopfl^ktt Xh^ 
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great object might bS atti»hed« We mre paHiiimeDU Wi^ Tcgard to the geneml 
induced to pursue tlits eondpet^ qaeaC|aa, Ibesitatb not* to deckte itt^be 

b^use wie knew the ggitatioDof w aobjeot my t^ioinn# that * the B<>man Catholics, by 
might prove paini^ in a high quarter, asiposhiag forward their petition at the preset 
because the recent deciiioa of ^rlkment Imonaent, have acted hig|^lv injurious to 
had rendered it very unlikely that ft amid be Itheir own int^eata, an^to the interests alf 
carried, while it probable that it would *the empire at 1km. It was tberefoie my 
revive animosities. One of the iirtt objects anxioiis wi|b, ' Xy cll as (hat of those 
of the iaie administration, therefore, was to poted with me, to devise some means by 
prevent, if possible, the revivalofthe Catholic which the discussion of the ferreral question 
question. In the first lei^ioa of porllameDt in parliament might have been pr^’ented, 
our endeavours were suoaqisful; bht the and nothkg appeared ^ ns better calculated 
state of Ireland during tiie l^t**yaar was not for that pwmse than the bill, Wbicb waH 
80 satisfactory; distui&tices had broken out intended to aW the-streets of Ids 

in several districts,* distur^nces of that majes^^tbe nglriMlMiAtlng every dgSgr^ 
nature which Uiis measure wks particularly tion of military employment' About loSnih 
calculated to prevent. TbegL commotions teen years ago, the parliament of Ireland 
were, however, composed by ^e ^ordinary opened to the Roiqpn c^ithohcs the army, 
exercise of the civil jdmin^ptioa of the with the exdy|San .only of the rank ofrtom- 
couDtry. Such was the lofffWjustice and *naander in oln^, zBBatqr'ggneral of the ovd* 
Jellify whicli distinguished the ume duke at nance, ang gt^rxl of thcstiffiT. With these 
the head of the government of l^kind, that exceptiq|ls* his nn^sty was enabled to givb 
]tc caretully avoided resorting to any extra * eommssions in army to all his^^holtc. 
ordinary mea<tures in repressing these di6tur|tr sutgiKts in Indand; md there was nodoubt, 
ances, and his system of coDciliatioiiMd from Um-rsonstruction «f the act, ^bat it 
proved succe^fiil. At the time these evinte opened tn tbeBi^e navy alio, in sofarak 
occurred in Ireland, tlie attention ofi bis theautltority 'Qfi*tbe*]rish parliament could 
l^iajjl^^y^ov'crnmcntj^bis couutryr was [ extend to'diat service. As this act, however^ 
auxioublpMMmCRn^oemeans of raising^ j could not extend to the catholics in Great 
^ejt military force, which Uie total destrucMB^in, it operated as an obstruction to the 
tiou of the power of Prussia had tepdjpd Smovad of tbo military force from the one 
more than ever neqpssary for the securk^ bf country to the other. So absurd, so in- 
the British Empire. No-measuromeuld be congruous a state of law, iievqyexistcd in 
so well cakulaqtd to premote that end osone anynation m the world. Instead of a&kiug 
which would induce the supAulyindant whylit is not pot an end to, the que‘>tion 
population of Ireland to enter iutoibe army ought rather to hCf how it is possible that it 
and navy, and for such a ptoceediog the co^ have existed so long ? In such a state • 
great carl of Chatham had set an important of things, was it to be wondered that w^ 
example, v^en, in order to remove the shouid endeavour^to apply a remedy, and 
disafiection oP the Highlands of Scotland, when we were to propose to the gatIToHcs in 
lAen nearly in the same situation as Ireland every partvof the etd)^ire to enter intp^tbe- 
now was, be held otft inducements for the army or the navy, we i^solvednit to 
population of those distriefs to enlist in the that proposition upon #'<Aarreiw priA^fffe, 
a^nly^^J2(^hyJjn^d to the state of Ireland, but to call them to a liberal s)‘ttcOi of ser<4 
-TuiU llie weallnyywnmgji^ could be interest- |Vice, and to epen to them ejciy rank. 
ed, by having opporinnities of providing for bowei/br,, another point arose, 
th^joungerbmqqbes of their families, necessary to meet faWf. 
flBRiPW^RlBIpBfbided to the same descrip-' (he Irish parliament thought proper to open 
tion of persons in this country, to tile PrMstant drstieDters in Ireland, not 

vain to expect that they would exm thftr only the nav)und the Amy, but all eqtpluy- '. 
"Msmee in recruiting for the army. Besideli, ments whBteA|g|^ercibm In 1793 / when ^ 
those persons who have the cht^ of reli- itto thawtoTTny 
gipus iiibtructiouin thetcounti^, will never, was then nryr^hd^^TfTirr-Tiiiill iil| 1 
with any zeal, encourage men^o enter into tnent, lo*<pn^>selbe^ltpitinon ot the caV - 
a service where the exercise of (heir worship tholics into tnj anny and the *navy, Tie had 
is not protected by law. It was to vemoxe' no occasion to enter into any cunsiderotion 
these difficulties that the measure «r^ch had as to the i^tuption of tlie dissenters 
be^l^atelr wjtJidrawn ia die house of con- ^loghmd, however, the cast* is difTgrent 
nuns vW^nfeoducedto the cunsidcrailSf of here dissenters are excluded from uH pub^ 




^ 416, Ci4o 

. menu tmlest tbe7 tako a^acwneDtal |wlu^ I actedf hod ^son to suppose that 
which Sa conttar7_ tb thd prioeiptea <i€ 1 die natum of tbn measure wai fully under- 

, whicha Jfrom my heart and aoul« 1 



r religioub faith. If we had adopted the 1 stood 

‘ --Binthia, ^ ' 

e been 
^rdieata 



Let me ask your loifbh'jll^^^etfaer such 
4peasuie would not have^^iwakraed the at¬ 
tention of the protcatant dissenters? And 
what 'answer ceu)d yon have giren to them* 
if thcf a^ked you to explain the reason of 
the diitlnotiou made between tbep and the 
catholics? Regardit^ the ques^on* then, 
under all those.pointtof wu induc¬ 
ed to form the that the mea- 

submitted to parliament in the 
form of an a^, should, after reciting tlie 
datager to which the empire was exposed, 
also eecite the rcmedj^^ hearts 

And hands might uoltea ky warding off 
every attempt of* the inveterate of this 
country, 1 am aware that moch be ex¬ 

pected to be said on the manner m which 
the fttedkure was brhught forward. I^the 
first place it may be observed, that it is the 
duty^df all members of parliament to pro¬ 
pose those measures ^diich they may con¬ 
ceive to be conducive to the welfare of the 
country. In the like n^nner it is the duty 
of the members of government to subm^ to 



pidjtc, If bis iTi<ijpsty sbouid not appr< 
of any mea^lw they may sugge^. they Jiavc 
then to cfauie whether they will at^Klon 
that me.imre. or tender theii reatgnatioo to 
their sovereign. Z need not tell yotf>.^y 
.lOTds Uiat in thp recent instance which nas 
occurred of this difTerence of opinioiv the 
former coKm was tbit v^ich was adopted. 
Intlieoibn case, in >1801, w'bone similar 
*luea9die iras propcr.Ai to the king, and dii- 
a^A^edby bim>u^e administration of that 
day tbou^t (proper to redgn. In tbe pre- 
aexfl case, .however, the samQ result w^as 
Ix'ba^taboot iifa different manner.* Hiej 
"Biniilijrrii - J»^’rirh drgwn. and it was intend-| 
ed to suRer u LO drop entirely; but his ma- 
yeryliad, in the mean time, thought fit to 
■appoint a new adoun38tratton..^'sbal]. my 
' foidSi 'endeavour to statemjfeefly as posei- 
!^|rthe circmu^oceu^niSL^vo rise.to 

<7f the na- 

. Ifht^ and extentof TOliKSforeMr^osed ap¬ 
pears to have taken pldce. and ^ staiement 
of that ib|sappceliension com& from a quar¬ 
ter to wKicb 1 ghe tbe most ^plicit credit* 
*]n tl^ explanaiion 1 am about \o make> I 
fxAy ft nh lo shew that i. and tlg>se with 

c 


only mean to 
stating the reasons 
to suppose that no misap¬ 
prehension existed. In doing this, my lord*. 

It will be necefury for me to recapitulate tlie 
dffieretnt stages of the proceedings which 
took place. Ibe drafl of tbe Bill was laid 
helm the king ^r hit appicbation. That 
draft ^bontainod^a recital of tbe Irish Act 
With the restriction. It then proposed that 
tbe services olf catholics should be receded 
without any mstrictiun, and no condition 
r^nired but me taking of ^ oath of alle¬ 
giance. Wrai this draft wks submitted to 
his Majestyf I thought 1 had done every 
thrag on tbupbject which my duty rt quire’d 
of me, Aram wards, how'ever, 1 learned that 
difficultiesA'ere suted. nnd that there was a 
repugnan^ in his majesty's mind to tbe 
"measure. A written answer to this eftcct 
gj^as recch ed by bis majesty\ sen^ants. and 
to^liich a leprescntation was returned. I 
aim auie. niy loids. there is no man into 
whese hands that represenUtiou may hai e 
fallep. but mufit^^rH it ak j 
d sespectful addrSlTsLlL'li nwi.i^rr^fiTto be 
esented to tbe best of sovereigns by bis 
apU. On that representation his ma- 
jesT^wos pleased to ghq, orders that the bill 
might hc-submitted to parliament. A dis¬ 
patch W 0 S immediately senh to Ireland, in 
order ^iflus maiesty's consent having been 
obtained, it might be communicated to the 
catbohes. At the conference which took 
place in consequence of this proceeding be¬ 
tween the government of Ireland and cer¬ 
tain persons, who possess influence 

with tbe catholic body, a question wasaskel!l. 
whether the rank of general of the staff, and 
other employments, fium which the catho¬ 
lics were excluded by lheacjj;HSiii*.Yiere 
to be laid open lo^hgm«Tiie jnsw er ;iveli 
on the part ofe his majesty's gbvernment iif 
Ireland Tyas. that from ihe words of the d is - 
pateb tb^ understood 

to^lfl^owed to hold every rank m the army 
aaotm hovy. Tbe lord lieutenant's dispatch, 
cfintatningrtbe account 'Of this confefei^Vu 
was asali suchdispatchesare. communicated 
to^ia oiajesty^ and by bimTetumed without 
any comment In answer to it, another dis¬ 
patch was seilt to lieland. for tbe purpose of 
f giving full information of tbe nature of the 
measure to tbe catholics, wbicb was also laid 
befm Hit mi^esty. This dispa^h contaufed 
cotffieiof thedauses of the^^iiaa re* 
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Clark w«8 subJoin«d» 

c>|»9fl the army and naty tq (btJ'RotMU'^lfa* 
tliolicsv Efnd'^cabled thrldrel ItoeiimU J0< 
answer the qui^tiof^ jdllcIrhadJieenjputoA 
tliat point in llie alftlWdlB 

liave srated has taken’^lap^t *wmrinnkt be wa 

ibelingsof menwhb ^dadtijriiljelloaiii pidwTjj^qd whfcea^^ 
c^tionsfflisariions 6peniy iiiti0 o1^ tb^i^ bai^«> i 
ing deceived hU mdjesty, Godli sejee, i 
my lords* let^us stand deartofttBjsibtd da- 
lunony. r^fniitW^pnjHslly^egcuse^,Iwilt 
not say of decetfingJHjr Stmevo- 

lent sovereign, bbtOtt>bt iiAbt^iomdpy.man 
byfrandufent mdhns* his <*onsent ta n mea- 

surctvhich he’ditiii^pro’^^L f have 'stattfd raya. - ^—t-™- 

what -w'as the understanding Amy collcagnes la ij to wlftp it^rves 


f. 'tt. 
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what w'as the unoerstaneingonmycoitcagnes 
on this subjeer, niid, in piirtici4|tr, ofo iiohlie! ^ 
viKonht, tiho had a principal Jire itt alf 
transactions $ and ufAmoivrefio^^ ^ 

and punctilious sense of Wfflwr than lord ^ 
HowickdoesnotOvist. Jr*felltotK latoftlmt ^ 
noble lord to receive thos6' oj&ciS direction^ ( 


bow mortal gpeie 
h it^rves at 


ootMoglnit 


\ imprus- 


addressed and t.je pci son who asked it* is to I we jhtenR^d, to tiedfce the bHl to the sqme 


jssion w 


iiiwcr ou^t to, prov|sipne the 1 Irish biU of 1793 j btJt, 
havt pi liJWIttirt* ”i hi»much, however?! cA npon examintiiOhf Fouhd that impradti- 
say. that the person whb askdd ^heque^ti^^M^ as It would then has^e ^ppearM ip a 
came away with the impression (hat (bbj^r- to wWcdi 'Q^tipi&werable objections 

mission solicited sgas granted. bayp mn'tofide. We then Informed 

ing attno^t at the doordf the cHiRnber in hl\tb^6ttyi' that we ^re difbrminM fb 


which the conference took' place, jod I wit- ma» aymniioce compiere saormce, ana sq 
nesMtheeffertofllierecOutiniprefn^p on dro|>^hebfll‘aHpgelbnr. l^erbaps it may ^ 
the mind qf lord liowick. lie stated tp me, ihoi^Ktahat-we wq^'too fair, b^t aftof 
that he had obtained pOriniwon lu introduce 
(he bill.' On my cutenng into the clumber 
immediately ^aftcr, I forbore to'^allude to 
what Was consideitd a delicate sObject, ahd 
ift>t a word 'was said to me tcspc'clipg the 
conference vi hich hacfijust taken place with 
lord Howick. This Cojnfersation occurred 

4lh of Marcli; cn the 
^PnBfJXyMTrndSyfdfcg^ whh that per* » 
apiemty which is pecmiar to Iflra, lord How* 
icj^jphjnedt^jfioosp of Cem«tohs thd 
ilRBWffl!Pp!Bslif|sproposed to lift udopN 
ed. The speech of mat noble i^ird fj^ioo 
gama tlie subject of public ^onvet'sijtion, tor 
’IWNRiow, my lords, that thg.Mwhgs^f 
members of parliament on impfttapto^* 
rtopa do, by sdme-AcaOs'A ollher, 
abroad j bur, notwithstaodin^tbo^bH«l^ ^ 

Of that dpftech, U was pOt’mitirthd'Wedpdi’, 
day following that I inwmdd of any tjflKl 
jKtKHrhirtns arisen at The lOWa^bre. ^ i 3 A I 


a stilnnora cn 




sacrifice, and sq 
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jfOtkHrhartng arhert t<f the irtiw4^re." X3d 
^*Jgl We Me fo(t!ie fksttiA^ thfotogdl*. 
tbatJtftS^iipprertldt^^wlncp we |dppo5a|fo 







1 x 17 I 6 ra\ tQ itBte a ctroiifiatafm ^tch) 
.pUce4 bU tnajeatT’b m iUud*' ' 

4loM* in Wbicii it wgs '4tnpoa${iue it could 
atand, at it would mea dimt^ of «ll 
constitutional icwoftdblbty.^ The mitwer 




certain odvicOi nnd t 8 e 7 thould atate tfaat 
tbiBj hadentem into a plettonot to give ifj 
cobtider, Wlortla;vfam ud retponmbility 
Uheo mutt fall. We dliOuld then teturn to 
roriDciplet which mmt tap the fouiulation of 

M-a .. _ _.1 ^ .a .. a a « « 4 


rcpre^ita^oiu nxa^tcuhis majetty,. lite monarchy, to those, I almuat laid, 
lenpretted re;;ret thaf auc^vdiflerence vi 'diaboiical printnidet, by which the i.ing 
opmion should have ariiet^^d required a liftt country was once brought to answer tq 
written deClyrotioa that we ahoidd propote ms ^parliament, and consKkmd respoiuiblq 
410 farther concfts^ont to the calhtdiot. Af*'^fbrtftll tbe^ trausdbtiuns of the government. 

-ifhoiewko beiWkiww me, my lords, can 

dedarf*, that wbelTl came inlo the servict of 
my bosereigo, ft was not a matter of enjoy** 
ment, *but of duty, and I am now relieved 
Irom it, at a'time whei^the didiculties of 
eruting -that dtfry are still of great magnitude, 
let not tho^who bave< sudbeeded us ima- 
g’DC that tbfy have uicceeded to an easy 


task. 


not succeed to ’* a bed of 


ter all that had pu|ed, a more painful situa¬ 
tion could not' have arisen, 1 tos pf you, 
niy lords, to constat'what are thd Ikities 'of 
the king's xntnisters,^d wfaat^tbe nature 
of tbp fonctions lh«^ have &wmha^. It 
igi^irduty to adi^ise tfaefin^ aikltogvva» 
lAvitbout favour ot afiectionj that counsel 
' which they think (icst .tbf the country, 

Wh^t/^then, would be {pe sip;mtK>n of any set 
of pMo who should htnd-|hetoiulves by oath^l 
to discharge thiehupMant oidimignd at the 
«ame time bind themselv^es by a wr^ren pro* 
mise npt to discharge it } |t they meant to 
'adhefh^ the* writieirmomise rather tlhui to 
their oath, they would resoKe to advise their 
aoverei^D always according to his wishes, 
but never accordfeg to his intereita. In no 
eery remote period it hiay be necessary, for 

. Ijie security of a princhpa! part of the cm' ^ _ 

pire, to repeat the id\ ice which has beeiwe- ^owever, call the serious and aniiuits atten 
ceptiy given to bis m^esty. for the enel^^t\>n noble lords on the other side to the 
hasaireadyiwetty plainly slwum againstuhZt I stab t>f Ireland. If persecution for the 
^rt of tbq united kingdom bis first atterlpt sake ot^ rUtf^rencei in refigions opinu *is arc 
wiirbe direewd* Sot 1 wish to look at \his .tgam to be re\ ived in this country, can there 


roses, ■ neiyp^vrhnv^ we left “ a bed of 
rosea." Mmioble Iricnd (lord Auckland), 
has stated/ to your lordships the glowing 
prosperity of the commerce of the country, 
^hich was received with a sort of taunt 
fiO^auoble l(Wd on the other side. Ihe 
commerce and the finances of IhecoMOtry 
we have 1ef\ somewliat better than we found 
then]. Our foreign relations we base left in 
i).betVr state than' Wl KJuS me, 


fhbject in a ^ili larger and more iiupditint 
point of view than even the safety Ire- 
^ttd, if that be^possibte. Wni tl^ Bditi^l, 
^stjtutiqn exist if miuisters give a pledge 
of tte nature o!^ that which basi be^ 
,acribed«^ And before ihlk questipu uPt 
swe^»letitt>e|reccd1ected, as $uc|i a 
tpledgp wqji reqqire^^Of thp pqmstciswho 
^fif-UptiTedj pptgk evory fair edn'-truction it 
muitdufife l^u giv#o by ibo^o wlio'have 


be a quevHon that it will produce tlie mo«tt 
dreadfbl dusentiops r audit, my lords, tbe 
iiystena ar ted ujion m Ireland by the noble 
duke >sho lepieseiits his majesty m that 
pouptiy, or the noble lord in the blue ribbon 
(tbpcnil of Hardwicke) his pmdccessor, is 
tol^reveiscd, and a system of pcrstcutim., 
coercion and restrains to be substituted, do 
human being can foresee l)ie incalculable 
misc|nefs that will result from such a sys- 


oome Intq^^pMle. '"ifcalamities^sbould bufiilj tcm. When we >dow 
'the oth^j^ ^ the oolte^liug^rei and^ fixed upon oije pdlfllTof fbedSritisfi domi- 


should be atfkgd why certaip 
advke TtNp^t&ng its situaHun was not gjvem 
' ‘ aaswktfv that they haw g&en p 

sutgm iq^^eircioo-* 


ei»* 


m 




the cin 


* 1 ' ni 



r^raerwIMi 
pf the erapira 
r^. If this 
_ n totoer stone 

f¥»t>.tsho 
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utons where he thinks invasion prapticablu, 
and t^'. that point 

quires-^re than ofdfflary cate, more than 
fnuasures, to remove the causes of 
taduippy dis^icnlions whioh.tr:^^ 
givep rise tp (his hope of tlie enemy, an^ 
wHbi^ bqfp given riw in that country to 
l^osp imoir^nlons which have poddcc4 
such dreadfbltfifects. If (hev do not could- 
state of |reletK( with these views, 
the greatest daogerttiay result tp ihe iptor 
Mbtsof thqcnmire.* 

T«|d eg|tf »< »ed hSji 
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any thing should have pccqn^ tbait «pqtdd|ed^ neoessaiy !(]*tbe't»!l]. „ Th^r lordshiik 
h^tideritoecea8ary(ostatetheAtr|QMia]^ai,|4lflacd4fteh therefort, the fniicodcap^ 

3 .---. -- mfiit very natiMly hftve arisen. At a 

‘-hfoqnem period dlmtohes' bt4 been mi' 
f^ius and fn|)9Utlri h^ 

n^i-wli^t p w ij H on'these*'occerion^^^. 
oeold |MC takea^ him (5 nay* *'3^ tilqr^^ 
pnswsrti OF lord Howkfc was, ‘' ^ 
Jetty had ejkimted to oaity the m " 
thdr than, that of nd had 
But their loRdships.'lo^ng at't 
oeptiod rMt had pr^aijed at tblT' 
htthecahim, hteak’pesMK 
the oohfe'aaAvttafld^^UEtLoa^tbe 
the!r|t)iM)(ps looking at Chit woii 
tnueadi think \t estcaordlnaty that npSep^ 
tboh^ptrileoler circumstances vof thit 
jthere should hm h«na misconoqiHoa.^ 
<0 the soigm'^ol ii)|er^k>B, he should 
be glad tojn any who wbuld n £irthor 

lit that SMoct tkav Umseif; hat he alw^ 
had, and always 'wovdd' fh^ a dis^ggjtion*, 
het.mfti toleration’antf^Wer, Eve^sii- 
ject had a right to toleration; but pow^r was, 
only given as a trust by the supreme power, 
svhiub ougltt to withht^ it where the graut^ 
ing of it ^roaM be attended with danger,, ^ 
HeJiad always opposed any minttte coftce*. ] 
hi point of poweTj to the caritolica. 


It iroin .the 
lis subject, 
*sen|, bo 


and, as it were, raise an blue betuream 
sovereign and his senratits, ^ But tbejiieces*-' 
siry having oocurred, and garhledbhnd ralla^ 
cinus stitemenrs having hccn Aiadc^ ^wothuig 
fcuiained but to reqi^st his dtajesty to aNow 
them to state the synple affiiir OMtrtV >1^ 
took place. IhU perins«rlod had been 
given, and his noble trieo4*n^r ium^ldtd 
done his duty, in placing the matter tpaUpro* 
per light. But, what, be was no^tparticubriy 
anxious to pieai upon the house, *was 4Us, 
that there was a real misunderstanding oig 
this business from the begiMiihg^ becphse 
many persons igight be dismM to think it 
rather,extraordinary that tuAeotdd have 
• been such a misuiider^taDdiniiir The noble 
viscount proceeded 
discussions which took place on 
at which he himself had beau 
had understood that there wu n? inteuttoiH 
to extend the measore flirtber than it wu 
canied bytlie Irish' act of 179^* f!H 
peared to him absurd that an officer in ue 
army in Ireland should be tiable to a penalty, 
if holding the same office in this country. 
dtnosfaNr^p fol|flce<:.krfi1ficU was, ij^ti 
the privilegsTof the act of I793t were 
be extended in this country to the 
tliolics, the British catholics ought 
cludcci But othefs, however^ *tffi|Ipriloocl 
itothciwise. Lord Howiefc and bis noble 
fiiend understdbd It otherwise^ Mr. 
Elliot bad bis doubts, and dechneu*%iving 
any answer to Mr. O'Conner, one of tbe 
Irish catholics, who questioned him on that 
subject, till the doubt should be removed. 
He then put the question to hi* noble friend, 
agd learned tliai it was Intended to enable 
the catholics to becom^inajor-geneialson the 
stair, or commanders in thief. That wits 
nut, however, tbe principle of the Irjisb act 

to his majesty 

uiil not contain any Ihgi^fnaynust necessa¬ 
rily imply that the measure would go be- 

^or though It contain¬ 
ed the words,«** any nailitary commissions 
whatsoever;" yet these mi^t notttie uh 
as covering the ttim appointmentiq 
opTIniat might further tend tp ledd his ma- 
j^ty to think so.was,^tbat these alterations 
were to bo introduced as clauses in the ndi-^ 
tiny bill. Apd what serves furlher to shew. 


might rcadilv be understood as not sB^dod; 
ing the btad* appointments, was \hat the 
wiortti \St aad^pppiutments*' were consider 

# • 


ly dangpmus,* because tbeto would 
«?cQove' their discontents, and might 
dcttructlOD 'on the chtrdi •establish-^ 
ineub When he Had entered ^to power,,, 
he distinctly ttstod that he would uot 
compromise hiB^aeotinients on this subject, 
as heAought they were essential to'the pre-; 
aemtion of ottr constitutim. He wouUC 
not enter upon this topic at present, bnt be 
thought tiiat, W'e o&bt li> stto at,th<r point 
where the uolhn kn mj ana while he eb- 
horredaa much as any man the 
outcry on aedauntof Tck^u^differtffim, 
yet he f<rit what ^s dne to thecodstitufir^ 
and the church esfabltshmM' oftbe coift- 
tVy. ^Rul^iWastbe princtfae oikw^h be 
acted. Hh*kpew that linrstjSwd 

with those oftbo wisest and bett men whom^ 
this couatiy had.evkr produced, hut on this 
point ho ^ hiihself, apd he 

could allow nmamaa authori^ to coutrool 

to mifll ‘ Whqp 
{ dato nto g - 

^ _ _unfbrtuni^ely for the 

misolvetf, his o^iKnton/ weec 


the ^oonvictii 

came into 
would sayS^l 
country 


thii tbe words ** miUiary commissipm"Known. Ifp b%d distinctly itateAl these oui^ 

i.. -.1—j- tlo^^ consideration epiUd io- 

dttcp him to dbrnpristoTse them, jpa laj^ant- 
ed that diflareoee should hawe oecunM 
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satisfied^'dn»d’,^e 
( vi^re satisfiSdV^i^^^^ 
iOitit mis^oac^pHqin ipni|^ 


■• 'fJ 

’'W' 


> .r 


k>^. * 



'j!" 


i^n^^lieard, 




fffbtt tof 

iitfiirte, ^itE; i6 tis' fa- 

We 6 on 0 ^ie^tf 0 » i ^ b^t he ^lEotSd hek leaiije 
‘^^ftate what Eed b^ia£|^ip i^}jegs'\>f t^at 
Wu'sti|iou»jperscm (-Me!) Kjtt) virta^, 

cl> 9 cat'tw,' and unrivall^ abllhiM^ v^e uni- 
"5 iidmired^. tfefcved, arid/Vevered^ 

._ _^___<i_ ;_' _• *_'_ 



r. - . . t > , . , ^.. 

raafc^isfiicS, .;'ix*a3:tbep DO ftH>re, 

he Whi^* lietdijrtinjDiA^ 

'l;^^cau^''h&'p^0eiii4d Ihatiiis- pen^ Hiid cofne Iasi i^o.Qftoc, ,tBodgb-|ie 
d^U|d xioi iiib^mToned tkosp j)rin« had kQ|^>ro wj^^ra^vii frptu ,liis j>ublic situa- 
'wiyefe they had (bfn/>Vly nipn in potl^a'd^ce of! this nieasure, yet 


me^te had been VdrigHt fu)^/ 
ieItWsid$:sft»le^sn^ 

; because’ be was ,convincett'.Jha|^ 
ntry had^ in, biot 10 the'cal4,)^!pW ] 
the attei^t to tireah d^^^’lSieJ 
'^nr& estabjishtuedt. '. fully 

JWe of the. deljpacy 'of t&« ->quoWon before,' 
bouse j he fdlt tSe deJi^cy^^K^the 
Ajdi^ioo when a'quWi&iV^ffj^.iMueOet ween ^ 
and his" "roic^eigD.^ It was for 
;i^' 'td decide wheibet or not this di<it24i;ipn 
have been avoided.' Efuoh liad, b^'n 
,'nibl.'by the noble bar<>n iiad tfio h^bU-vis- 
^ip 0 ]!i|iit of ibe ''publida6ons t^t bad ' tliken 
||&^.‘ou this subject' Of tfiiE^ he^ knew 
and felt as inu& regref as any per- 
‘^Bbnibat s^h stafettientd ^ottld bave f)!^d 
tbeit vt!^y. to the public, BiSt henipK ^ 
^servc» that previous to hfs having oriy kn^ 
ie^e df there had J^en 

toany rumours directfyfwn- 

trary fp theiaef,’ R>.J>e spjiy thd 

statemimt ed^ the ripble Khicb; 

,hadprbe^ded, tia doubt.'^'from indivi&t'aJs' 
pot connected with his'nii^sty*s goyeromen t. 
il$)d^!hfaese eifromvfanaesj had thought 
■it b|a‘ ^tW'to'fequeft'the bier^saioh 

after' no^9 of ih.h o^bjA baron’s 
if^l^^on nad: hW ^ven/ td^rilihiiinicate 
"the whofe'icScaS8htri«;c« t* his 

frietid*, qt^dr. thaf. Iff iliis m^ssipnl 
lihGiiId. come bd^ th^ migbu 

^ sfate^Hfrthe 

t^GJwj'Sgf; wat tbpse, uri»'- 

le^ bplh SvitK regard Id’ thd Jion^f Of 

^_! crow^%i4iW jfdd^Tatff i^ie qpbpitp', 

^at 'hdf tdWtfd hw' to' addE.theW’ifse 
t^henir sd^ 

beed&p- 

terd^aSae^flBlf/'Sffism yWs 

ftkO moiy: Sni^ft^'fistdssion^'^ih. 

r of parlidh^b^/ Aseti' decided 
laf^t mi»/dFirt^'ev^ kriowh^ 
tli^charaoter'^ahjl laitip'^ 6f the 
ijnIM fasiS brubgtftW ?1»e 

idbte'baronf had aUted^wlua 


l^ow^g'.the'hpnest copacxehtidus principles 
v|riat ^^vaiJed agHinsfic, principles which 
' be unheld in (uhy^uan^^ but still 
3 ill that Ignited (waMer In which they 


K^CJ _ 

L^led>,lre^! 



^ - pot ip (^sequence,of ^ny 

:pIedgp^.«[emfed^;of hi^^ .but voldiiian1y> ^ 
MM^^^oyEphHngfd^^ the question. 
f^Eiated f'aiH.kiiown to nim'seht* 

.aqdriDt n^a reproach to the noble barcej 
jpe,sljlrfcd dpet^Iy what had\becn the opintob 
and feeling u|]^ this subject of so high an 
Ai^hdrity, for which the noble baron .must 
eiig^rrain as^sideere a rcspectas himself. He 
had less difttculty in stating tbisj because he 
had always diiiiaed from his Jatc right hon. 
frieiri upon thisi^'iyglpn. .He agregleiu 
with tbe poble viscuurtVf^fltaru the 
' tlcy pursued should not be steady on this 
^ey Would be continually fomenting 
discoiitent^ \Vhilst he was 
ready t^^iiiit Uitit ho ordinary law should 
be unchangeable, there we^e fundamental 
laws ought uot to be altered, except 
upon ,,tho utmost pressing necessity. The 
fight of petitiuu, ilie.triai by jury, and the 
independence of the judges, were funda- 
inental principles of the consLitution, and a 
protestant government 'and cstablUbment 
Were equally so. '^e ^ame changes thkt 
niigbt be wise wi.lh le^pecr to other laws, 
werejnot to be ap'jjliedto flmdameotal.lawa. 
They might alter the £QgJ{iMig^uf ihe 
army,' the es^ablUlypenB*^! the navjpi"»J'« ’’ 
regulations bfflie rermue, or; as they were 
at that Pime in the co’ttrse of doing,, thead- 
niimslntClpo^ of justice; ■ lffit""ii any' snep 
chgngb^wer^ to be carried i/ito eftect with 
to tb 0 national establisbm^t, it 
^uIq qSwEiiow the constitution.; 
doctrtpe be termed bigotry: but he 
should pje^i'to any %iew ^hts, the, bigo- 
df l6d%,«wMph had’eftected thenevo-, 
and estabftshod the Itbefties of-thii, 
icoitntry. ou the mt»f ^id foundation. Be- 
fbrfl! Hetholild Odijjmcut qpon What had been 
stfeff^ hy the hobW fiardn;^ he Eegg^to fty 
a* few words upoU' tbe'^^cct of the^Snt- 




n 





bad duler^ with die“»doie lords <^pORW,X . ,., 

on the catholic 'clmmi>ind.on.tbat 8 dhje«tlvl|^ 50 ntt](,.itf iwbfe .Jrod Jfarued lord, 

he could understand tb^ dtgomedtai l^pt|t|(!phld4>i^eMra|paed dtotM 

wisotherwUe with 19 provislont of 

Had the/.any tfason to t^inji that «: tklh l^h A douht mig^ jp* 

sure would'have Mtisfied .the catbiika; mv . ^t/aud he had eote^tt^ 

that ba^ng obuiaed thw^^they #o^d pot a^hetber theUasp^ 

epoa^i: desire'^pye^ Ifaing awe ? Thiiip^'^ to ii^Yu^^^f^^dicdicior 


,mre was to givp tfirm tb-d^sfeyd,, buWd fa«-" the eniplpr.! BtitppMS;a Ai6^' attemWe pe- 
Vuse then»’-eve^/'7tlJi|« bes^V and 'Vffihe; tu^ 6£^ mippte. cppylhced tfint 

hadtnever cotwl’sda with^> person, upon H pgboa^ ibo^ffatm thepro^' 

the sufeject, wfeo.WQdld not. rat)itetJ;%Ql|pa^ ^ ^ 

the catholics whal h&ihajc^s nijhl5t^% 

this me^ure rdrnsei&:(Hen^.^W what by had dm okii to 

they granted./Helpbai|Jw>^3esty’Bm 
‘ surcy b^ause it w(^d ^nt Tpiat ‘•’I 

to give, and ^-it 

tq^ve satistaclion, or to PWa^coi!ro^,;r^T 


Hecame neat tp consider ^hadti^nded^u^ 
jng that^ liad taken pla^'^i^ioi^the sfjb^lSt 
Iti obsciring upon this |^, of, the statetp^ 
of the nobic baron, and ip supplying, Vq9. 
particulars which hftd4>een'omUtcd by. jfijph,: 
he iJid not feel any uiclinatidn tp wttgdt* 
from the credit due to the nob|e 'hhron*8' 
*stat1!?i7.1V.:% ,jr^«e’^pStU^ ‘<i^6ur /o' 
case. If he shotdd b® gullty'^f spy ,3oa^ 
enracy, the noble baron would, he' hju; 
correct Iiira j for in tlie observatl^J^’* 



fOBu^.wps wMfi^ 

ineaaiPv- 

waj^iy that’ 

act! according jd the pmctide upon vidiicb 


he pivposcd to mc^e, bAwns by a 

desi f e of pronioting th e honour bf cro wn^. 
the dignity of the king, and^ 


ence to themselves, of discharging p moat 
scrupulous duty. The noble barqu had dc-. 
curarely ^Uted that the nieflsui'& bid ol^gi- 
nated in the dispatch from the Irish govern- 
inent. That dispatch' bad been laid before 
i|U mnyesty^ and' upon an atteptiyc perusal 
of the contents of that dispatch,' he was of 
the opinion of Shis noble friend, that alUhat 
w as desired jn tJje dispatch was the ejiten* 

herally: this was XheTmpigssion upon hidi «d, »nd tiereJW a 
ratnd on reading the jjJispatcTi, and tlie samb' 
inspMifiMH seemed to have bcfn 1$y Mr. 

Elliot; who,* v'hen asked by ^ calhoJiC 
depotfcs, whether the measure wa» ttyte- 

of the Irish act* 

^ediped an explicit ans^r/ till he should re- 
^ the •question to t^e bntish gov^*nmeot. 


, lioiding ISi^taih' 4 ;d^i^iiBlons in' ithb amiy, 
at same^finttlt|fieserviiig o^raj. mdif 
th^. 01- vre^e to 

re been.. ^ prirfc^le ;^f the' pn^ewed. 
h {'Simukie,'he connmdedlhat ^e leserva^dki 
ibxmed as mdeh a .p^^F4^(rpr&i;^ple, 
tjh^admlssjipii of c^jtam'co^naMaDB.^ .Ibis 
^r^on h^fejt JfB'SVe 5tron|di^^ ftom tJfe 
inatimr in widch measure JM.btm 
brj^ht^ /JO dtfferent :&om Ihat 

wmcl^ii^ been hrst ^ropojied. ' It had bipdts 
at finit lotendqd.to principlo teto 

eifect,‘ by ^e uf claeaei for 

thtlt^uirpojbi'bl^ wb^Tt\ waa%^ip^ ' 
dn’tb city^ tbb. ineast^ m^hex fk^ 
first propoiM^lt WB,fcg:'4::;^-tb^ a.eV^in 


♦gt^ral, wj^lcb had^bi^^ 


VHis majesty iud, in the first jnstadcci fa^- 
^^ivocallyirad/atrongly deolhrt^ .d#ap- 
prObation of the measure. ; 

' bf tbi.s clhil^robation, a longcabihe^mipi^^ 
,'bad bcou laid before his itoajesty, detailf^i:lil 
ad’VM itaifuer^ the reasons for the ^ebjpUbn^ 


lUblN 

had stafbd. coold 

•be c^^y';jdiad:(bat was . 

onlytcf !retakbthdiji,5h^^trf,tyg3^ te 
ral Inw of ramSmer 


A> 


.i^^rotriro^ 
^Sojrt or suC* 
;A^aB'wilftif oa' 
it^ aulho 




tstl ^ i^. J>lilii Ah Sa h‘ «it. {IM 


h«4 «n atiditfrttfe of bU m.ij^<^ty at the Queen'ft 
Palace. Ar rhi« midrview hU mrye^yhad 
atfied liU obiectioor toUhe meature, bat be 


that which ballad ado^ed^ The noble ba^ 
rofi*! o{>ittloirhad' certainly been knotpn to 
his majesly oft this subject, but nia- 


was ready to admit that the ttoble lord bacwjesty could hot knojr Vtm he might think 
fel^ cori\>nc<^ iu l|is dwH mind, that no«liC'to bring the nahtter forward, or whe- 
tft'tng had tiitten^Ftxn iheH^^t^persQuagoE ther his opinion upon it might not have 


during his audimee that pr«ml^ him from 
o|tening the measure a^ hehSsd wne to paiv 
liameut. When, however, ibe^mifiappr&fc 
hensioi^ that hacf taken place bad Vieen more 
explicitly stated^ the nublo baroaf* and the 
noble vihcounl, and the other numbers of 
the cabinet, had considered the ^l^ect in a 
IpDg consultatidb, to ascertaii^ whether the 
'hm^ttlild be modffCd so<«b'^ answenthe 
^irpose for which it had been itSended s 
the result of which was, that they tboi^ht it 
bett^ to drop'the bill at^ogelher, with wme 
ohserfations, of whicb^he pmoited to takeJ 
ipme notice before be should smowp, .la^ 
withdrawing^ th*e bill, it appeave^i^^t tl^ 

'tiad tnadtf two retfw^ i ffiat they 
*ahonlA<^‘at Hberty tp dechimlh^oi^ioat 
nn the general policy of the metsurej arWell 
oh ike^witfadrawifig the bill, as tpi the event 
of the catholic petition being presented. The 
aecond resef^ was, that a& a gqvemment 
they should be at liberty to being tbe subject _ _ 

from time to time undtf his ma|est)''s const* ivdrrmts that bad given tfie^mcSReoance to 
deraiian, by recommending foch me8«il(jes late administration ; he was sensible of 
as they might deem proper to be adoptm^ thuplradid talents of tbe noble baron, and 
Where ai^ individual consents to g;ive up giHt eneigies thaUwere necessary for 

any tneasnrb, he faadano doubt a riglit to po- the govesnSkoent in tbe present crisis •, Out lie 
ppse cpnditioSs} but in this caaothere were should have shrunk from his duty, if be had 
Iwo parties, and though the ministers had a not beerf^^eady, at the call of his majesty, to 
right to propose conditions, (he situation of come forward on a question, which he bad 
h)! maje^y was not to be forgotten, ^e thought necessary for upholding tbe dignity 
i^utd not say Uast they had nqt canfcien-| of the crown, for maintaining toe interests 
tioQsly'proposed these reienres, but he arked ' of (he country, and ibr supporting the pub 


deiived additional stfength from the 
decislo]^'U[mn the question ‘bj* the great¬ 
est majorities t^at had ever Wn known 
upon any public question. But wlien they 
had up th^irdialf measure, it was ra¬ 
ther-exlffaordhury that they should resene 
fhe power of brmgitA forward die whole 
question. , All that be authority to state 
Oh the Mit ofhis majesty wdH, that the mea¬ 
sure whirb l^d been br^ghjt in was widely 
diiSsfentfooimhat which* tMd*been sanction¬ 
ed by his' itnjefiy, at first proposed. He 
eoc^ dMnew «tat%( with reference to this 
subject, he bad been called upon, 

la oonjuD^omwitli bis noble and learned 
^end (kml Eldon), by his majesty, he was 
Ignorant of this transaction. But having 
so called upon by his sovereign, ,ho 
ahei^d have shrunk from his duty, if he had 
not yielded obcdteuce to bis commands. He 
was fully aware of the weight that was to 
be derived B‘om Ikit-nuuDart of all Um^reat 


their lovBsbips to consider brlial would have 
beeiT U)h Sitnadon of tbe king, ^f be bad 
acce^, tbe proffosUion i WfaXt would 
^bavWMn ^heefnEPtif such aoPasient, but to 
divi^ tbebnlty df tbe executive 1 Would 
it pqt tie ttf d qs trqy tfae ooustitntktt, one of 

£ .W(a^mmnsj^ wbidi was* |bdV the 
g thereby casting a 

'Veil over Id* iacred characator ? Would it 
pot havntbe^ectof castlu^the whole odium 
itgxm Ids mqiectp of Venm|iu^e measure, 
end pf^v1jifc4^ wh<de#|piS^ to bis ml* 

I WasJwm^iwjlfo jwUtMsta il*e 
should «rtW?»<abep minliters 
mg)||t.tb}nk it qonreu^t fo brjfe Ae quto- 
tiOD fig^n pmpectx^ ef- 

foot ? Ifodwss not aware of any other al* j 
" I^Wltosiaslybad wbrn tHt^yhaid re-^ 
> witbdto*"^ tbetr xutpto^t,^ or to 
oy.pn}9bP9vi<f^ie^^ ibofujins^but 



lie establishments, wbkb he looked upon as 
intimately connected with the prosperity o) 
the empire. * 

djord ilftfira was adverse to tlie idea of 
beingxt issue with his ^"""rritp ~^iat r,C"* 
fVectexplanation ^ri^actioD was ren¬ 
dered peculiari/necessaly on account of the 
false and^«candalout view of it whic h h ad 
been published by persons w holruu^Tliave 
had access to tbe minutes of the privy epun- 
eil^ of which gaibled extnicts had been 
gi\^ in Older to mislead the public. 
poblefriend hid gUwi ihat exphuuttion with 
all fhat pretisfun, ju'tness,* aqd delir-aiy,^ 
tbatl’might nn*uully have been expected 
tputii hrai. The noble seefetary had la¬ 
boured hind to prove that there bad been a 
^miAxmoeption un this point. Tins had nej 
been denied; but he had not toovhed oqV.'ss 
pledget that had been required, and hich 


c 
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it was fottad - The reier-1 tte' viietolally altered. > Tbii irat the 

vatidn Witt tbis^ that unSordiflIjrciV circBj^ to pr^efit the ocemredd^f ibe ttngeta ^ 
stances bis'majesty's servants might ibink might resnlt ftoma sfruTtadherence^otht*^ 
it their duty tobring the situatinn of the ca^ When the danger actually 

thoHcs again under h»k; conaideratioii, and Ihd remedy wo^^d.be far lop ktc. 

surely it was put difficult'to conceive an eid- |He a^rn diss^lmed lubat/was one of lift 
gency in which thia might be their duty, fd^s most fme^ to his mind, that of being 
Occasions might occur in vlfich this might at issue will/ hU Aovereign. He was fuHy 
be ahsoktt^ly necessary for^ thp salvation of fusible 6 ^be many favours^he had received 
ih^ q^jg^yi and his ms^ty’s servants at the Miiiis of his sovcKign; aod'wai- 
wmdd^^uiUy of a crimef it' they ^lould grateful mr those acts of n^yal muniliGeDoe 
bind themKelvos by apy pled^ that should ruf whicln^he bad bteikthe object : ^ jhvsCs 
force thent,ta conceal the situation of Tre^ most sincerelyrim^cssed with.tbe convictioQ 
land under all possible circumstances* This on his imindL tm htfbptaje^ had acted ae 
was nut a sponeuneous measure on (he part lie had dope ^dra'the-'mbst truly 
of bis innyesty's servants. could not, tious f^ing as to the propriety of the casSf^ 

from a regard^ tlieir oaths^tate all the when be was gracioudvjriAsed tq express 
pressurhthatcunipellq^^em » propose it. hisdiaappnibatioD of^^nemeaMire.->. 
.But it was itup|)subde gOt^o w what .mis- ^tbe same tirae;«4te must, in duty to Ms col* 
chiefs might arise from th^fbn^nting of re- Iragues ai^ himself, -declafe,^ that he wsf 
lipious didfereuces ia Ireland. ‘aThe noble CODvincedi;^ that they discharged a mostim*. 
vttcount near him said, Jhat tolcVntion di(^ purtant/uty to theif comitry, to their sov^ 
pot extend to poti^. But bis view ot reign knd to the eqattitutkm of 
toleration extended a great dual further. ^i< pire-; as well as k> their own character, whoa 
notion of toleration was, that no one ought ihey withheld their names from a paper of 
unnecessarily to be deprived of tlie ben^Hts such a nature as that which was then me ob« 
of the constitution. The noble secretary jeciof tboir lordship!’discussion, 
^nlk^oflundamental law^eltwastruethere Lord MelviU^t expressed his satls^ctioai . 
must be iV.v;.'.;.wjvhtai laws, but at the^ard^ that the discussido had >been entered into; 
time it w as part of their duty to modify tbowb: an^ he wished tliat every person from ond 
law's, so as to apply to ciraimstancespi Vddof the island to theothOT» shoQUl-.bevkk** 
might arise. TI^ catholic pct;Mdaticvi 1 )f tormed of the true state of che.'queBiioti* 
Ireland ought to give at least lOC^ntfOOsol* AnS illustrious person, now (Mh 

diets to our diyiosable force, and uifder the pitty, had been alluded to ; ha joined 0*091 
present circumstances, this was'h«; 4 notive the vary bottom of his.heart In all the praisen 
certainly ta open the army them. Had whkj>. Imd been bestowed on hinis abd so 
he himself, or any other, laid the catholic ardt^it w^i his attachment to the opiniooa of 
petition on the table nt that house, be would that great man, that he wi^odto make tlipni' 
have said, Uiat ii would have been extremev rlie^iolar star-ofchil. life. 'He would now 
ly impolitic at present to agitate the question ; advert to a part of tlie condi^ of that emi- 
Ikit the bill was a very different thing. It. nent chard&er. that dtatinguilbc^ 

would have served, perhaps, to keep off maP retired from ‘officerm laoo , Tie hl^aQ 
this very petition f it woufd have atlbrd^ an opinion, that tBe passing'orSlff^iiUiollS qwte* „ 
fhr thi* population of Ireland, tiou was indispensable, fiat,*oo*weigtfid(g 
■^IW removed many fronv^he scene of dU? r that ^mestipA more matur^y rS^Yetirftment^ 
content, while it wodld^in a^reat measure, and cmi&IjngH wHlxtbefConsidijirilh^ Ul 9 . 
ha ve taken away the cause. It bed been hpuourgbli^. UPakorab^i^^auTCinni^ebttoay * 
aatdrnfRfnhe catliohcs.were not to be en- repugnadcupf hts^oren:ig(W:be*%ltered tbit 
trusted with ^werj and yet you had entrust- opinioo, n^determiped never Id 

_ ed t hpm witli power, for a catholic might j)e bis sovereigkitet g qtSefsiqU,'to wli^b be * 
a regiment^ M)<i bad all the op- was so coosaefi^hRMW niBdtoviopUy av^^ * 
portuii'ity qf fepdering tbe disaffected, Thl|i jettTtoJ^oifcSm I pag 

and doing the* mischief Uiat Mr. Kat 

u^s appyeheij^ Ijoin was soiim cated toiimsjeiify lqn|befqro thai, peri<^ 4 ‘ 

Sdinedv' there Was qo jpich aedwnpini ol .WBbMr, Wuranoe to idf 

«Dd,, bi &ct, those oqtiooa carried os bepk beretolk-equifly, whUatb^ he shduld be itt' 
jtWo^^tiirie?. llipin indeed* tbere kir Qb this principle ] 4 te/ 

b^grewmds for apprehenskoff^^andth^ re-: *9 IBOA. H^wam' 

l^jncUoBsoii^ht ben^eisary.' Butnovyfhe- as}^ wto had optaied'^m 




di#:dttion«Wi the other ^ide, whMher> if the fe^})^ thcmynift’ at letmt a wish to wet hem 
that had been ml^de to him at tb.it tune realist d « If men jn office held opinions 
tecomettito oftce^th Mr. Fitthad bttti rn diiteicnt fiom those 6f their soiereigu, he 


Of the ()uc Mon \ias at elf tame^h considera- he had cenunly the ni'ht to appoint ahd 
tion of txjxdiepcy, which shouH* be weigh* nuke me, ot thfin Ihese peisoojs might 
cd makirely , bntthovigli the oaAi ot office think, that hf pufauaig otliet xM^iatoiy 
bottod each ot hiS majesty's coiiiscllois to mcflaiycswuh respect to 1 1 eland,“ffer this 
edvisc him to the ticst df .ins jlid^ient and was rot the only concilnlory nftisnrc *aud 
sMseretion in all,such ca'>es, there were othei nenebnt concilutoiytreasures u vdclbepui* 
Mnaideritions alsoonght>to be inclu- sued) 1h it psrt of the empire nii »!»l be w*ell 
The condtSiff of the late ministers, ind kmdlj' ^oseined wuhodi this sainhce 
With respect to the bill they had brought hiomthewlw6 ot tliestaicAiLOt mide, he 
forward, wassit9j£"r to the imputation, that thought thijMe Sate mmistcMs upon their 
t^r ^ad either bioug^ it forwaid lightly, | own afaewiii& bacbjyvm piopcilv dismissed, 
Wimout sbfficicnt occasion,^^uhout suffi I alter that w%cb ffiey had proposed lu his 
loient gioonds *ff they sufficient msjestyhawpufhimundei tlie necessity of 
pounds in bunging It forward, tAwsatien'^ sCLkmg rJict fiom othas, who thought, 
cimd tt in disregatd of ^heir oatH m Office, Jike lum, chat the measuie under considers* 

' midp^iinds them inHl cases to gi\e i^dvice tion ought not to be giapud without an es- 
to the best of thclf judgment Ab tci^the Jkfi^al necessity Tins proceeding ot Ins 
pledge* demanded by ins majesty that he OMiesty, and the acquiescence of those who 
■Dooid not be again troubled on this (juestion, were now his majesty s servants, was jnstw 
dnit arose from the reservation wdili which fied by the conduct of those, who, though 
the measure then before parli.smcnt so p<.>j u 

given op It was one tbhig to retain former mauced to bring it fo^lfl'll^nnei wards 
opinions, as ffidlvidua) * members of pai^-^ftl^nght it so little cssenli d a« to concede it 
BVent, and anofber thing to srttc those 0 [ib- I toSjitf soscreign, at the same time lint they 
AitNia as members of tiariianient in the sitni- | niadt* it ot duty lo^niiitain their own 

dpD^if inimciers of ^he crown, with <iU/lie opinionT^gciierall^ > iiidt[>endciit of tnc so* 
btid iitduence annexed ffi that sta- Ucieigusvvishes «, 

Wai it for his majesty to expobe«him- Lord^rintf//e, inanswei to the question 
a^ to be constantly disturb^ bn a raattei, of the noble viscount, whethei he had re- 
pdtb respect to the rehisai of which beMlad served to himself his own opinion, ujxm the 
alsaady formed a'clear, distmbt, hononrable, subject of the Catholics, to act ujxin it, not* 
ocudter^ble, and consciantious deternfiina* withstanding what he knew to be the opi* 
turn) ^e^id not b[ame the late ministers nion of his mijesty upon that subject, an^ 
{at tbcur tf^herence their owlV Opinions, swered, that he told Mr Pitt, when solicited 
butwfy oog bt to.a uow the sovereign wImm^ by him to take vut*in the administration 
#tli^ praiifd ^n^cb some right to maintain befoic the 1 ist, tn it no rousidciation under 
liM\^pmi 0 U| and after their attempt to Heaven should induce 
make the that bad bi^n stated to i-servu'eof the kiriSKalihough he ■would^oni'’ 

1 •that he wished to Mr Pitt as sodh as he^ould sny other ram 
' —that n»consideration«mdci Hc asen sho uld 

plbdgcfnmf^^tn. \i any of the disastrous induce btni to take part m any gijVftVnruetit 
Okies '^bibb hsd beefr snpfxised ^th respect ujxm earth, without reserving bis own opi** 

• to Ifeland should irk^, it on aft k- nion upon tWs subject _ 

' |l #p { thmg inde^ if aOgjlfi’ldTaiiajeAy^s rm- liord Ihilaftd thought it uonecewai^fUVf '*" 
^iMh^inouk^^ ^ to gel tip to discn^s either tbe biH lately before tjib 

uy to liismhjes^l^'jt^f^iu Irabpppened oih^ hou^e, or the C^holib question} thq 
^ jKHUvtdheriBg to yqiir dwyt and itMlqueftt tun g^as, the etmak toy the divimaatf 

snt toeax advice He diabked l!bofle>kuppo- pf ats m<(jfsty'b late numstei s, ^Ad (he situe* 
tftiooa iliaeatrooi cases, thoie'lieophecies tion in which hia majesty’s present Akrtltm 
itt» throim out on this oedakm by noble' were pLiced on the cutpoltc questibit Ho 
leida on the oltier side, fof 4hpad (vtiorimkie was icady at any time to vindicate tbit Wi- 
fueb prophH^ fiad alv^s a dispdittion to duct and tba principles of himself and bta 
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colleagues; and in answer the quest ton 
asked by ih'e noble secretary of sta^e, as to 
what occasion the^e was at this time to throw 
Open the staff of the array, an<! the commis¬ 
sions of the navy, to that class of subjects ? 
be would answer, that the awful and perilous 


situation of the empire rendered it necessaiy 
to conciliate the attachment,'and unite the 
energies and affections of aU classes of his 
majesty’s subjects for our common defence. 
I'he noble secretary had said.*il was no^ ne¬ 
cessary, as the catholics already manned our 
re"<^iments and fleets, and we should by this 


their Buccewors had accepted their places un** 
der any such restriction, they had abandon¬ 
ed their duty, and with if*the security of the 
tnost vulnerable part of the empire. 

I l^eEarlof Carnarvoff alluded to an bb- 
fervation, wbjch had bcei/ made by somS 
noble lord oiJthesother side in the course of 
tile debate. •It'uad been said, if the bill wis 
necessary, ^jifrny should it have been w'ith- 
drawn. li answer to this, he said, first, 
that, thouJh he should now consider it to be 
as necessary as it before, yet that some¬ 
thing might have Been fairly conceded to the 
measure obtain no addition of their numbers; I wishes of the soi^rergi^ and'to his opinioor 
but little did that man know of human na- j as to the circumstandfes ^fithe times.'-^ But 
ture, or of soldiers’ feelings, wi*^o conceived ! still he would not hesitate to say, that if a 
that the spirit or an army was 'tot to be ma-1 promise such as had begpwwiluded to were 
teiially affected by ar.)^Dro8cripfton, or hu- , given, the persons wKf'entered into such 9 
miliating distinction att^f^lsi^ to any particu- ' compromise a? 'nvolved the breachof j^great 
lar class of casts or nations which composed , constitutionni pnnciplef w#^ld deserve to 
it; or who imagined that it was t.o daunt to | lose their ^Rads. 

the ardour or skill of tiie soldier to tell him ^ Lord //azt^^ey^wry^xplained, by denying 
•* you never can by any possibility ri>c to a ’ that the present tninist^s bad bound.'-shem- ^ 
high situation in the army " It was to selves by any such pledge: he said, if hU 
abandonment of this principle that wc might I majesty's lute ministers thought their owo 
impute the superior skill the Fiench oflicers opinions right, they did riglit to suppoA 
Jiad so long maintained, and ws should look them; and if they fodnd those opinions po- 
^^ihe effect of the sume i^ylicy in the lUis- i sitiiely resisted by his majesty, it was tneir 
siau armies/righting the battles ot^this,^ duty to resign their •ituaiions. 
country anti of Europe against the commop* Ihie ^'Ar\ oi Iiiu:hinghomshire rose to ex* 
enemy, in Poland, where the Roman ent^to ic | pl^m the principles that were in the contem- 
religion was the esiaj^lislwl «>ne. .The Ivlgif- , plaiion of government, in 180J, respecting 
est posft in the Russian artuy werc'7»{)rti to any further concession/ to th^‘catholics $ 
merit, regardle>^ of sect ; by 
the French could not tempt the Piibsh ca¬ 
tholic to robelhou. heenuse they had no ad¬ 
vantage to ofter in the w'ay of rank, or pre- 
ierment, which was not Jilrcady open to him 
under his own government. However 
lightly other ministers had broken their 
pimges to the catholics, he and his colleagues 
were not in the habit of giving pledges with¬ 
out the intention of performing them-: so 
neither, could they reconcile themselves to 
lue*’ expedient policy iiow^.^cominended by 
the noble visedunt. 'Pl'iey thtHight the hill 
proposed a mensure at«)nce much lesii^rating 
to the royal feelings, and calculated to conci¬ 
liate the catholics, and to prevent the dis¬ 
cussion of the petition they were preparii^ 
to b«lifg forward. The noble lord then pro¬ 
ceeded to vindicaUt* the conduct of himself 
and bis colleagues, iif declining to bipd 
themselves by a pledge to refijin in futvie* 
from giving any advice to his majesty whilh 
tliey thought it their duly to give, either ij>- 
on this or upon any other topic, as a pledge 
viofi^lory to the co'istitution, to their duty, 
a^d to their oaths: and he declared that* if 
you lit. « 

f 
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which means I which, he sttid, were nothing more than t# 
pass a-bill in the English parliament, adoptf- 
ingtli^ same principle as ihe bill passed vy 
thev?^ish parliament, for llirowdng open 
suboi dinaie ranks of the army^under that of* 
.staff Bofficers, to ^catholics: and without 
which the Irish bill w'ouldhave iiB operation 
out of JrelSnd. It could have no opesafloii • 
\vliate\er in respect to the navy.* Father 
than this be n^-fer could conSCTirtojgdf 
w'as well aware, that the inipos^bifity of^i- 
#iug to all llitf advantage.^ of^he mflitary pro¬ 
fession* mtist considerably damp the 
of an otKcer; and thoi^^nF^ could sOb no 
great objection, nor mischief, ^omgiving to 
Catholic otHcers staff-i-ank in any other. 
country thaiiSbland, yet there he conceived it 

1. 1 I Va 1 B 



ed to suclf MOiensure,^ and tl^is parfjament 
would do wefl to pause before they ventured 
to carry concession so much farthe/than the 
jtirliaraent >vhAweU udHei'stond the subjecty 
The Lord Ckanfelior (Erskine) saad, h^* 
considerecLthe subjec} of tbe'Catbolic Owt* 

/ • 
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ticm as completely irreleVtint as* any* other 
vh^tever, to the late Aange in bis majesty’s 
councils, although ichappened to be the sub¬ 
ject which led to such a conjuncture. 


again, under anf circumstances, to allude to 
the question, or any thing connected with if 
upon his majesty's mind, they M^ould be 


ject which led to such a conjuncture. Al-f taught to consider, that the principle just de- 
tliqngb a member ^ the late government,! dared by the noble earl, of never granting 
1ft was dccidedlA averse to ebe measure,! any farther concession to the catholics, was 


and should not have advisddtilu because he 
dW not see the political nebesJitJ^for it which 
had induced the great majority'^f his coU 
leagues.to recothmend it to his nJijesty, yet 
he lltought they were highly commendable, 
and only doing iheir^uty|in giving his ma¬ 
jesty such advice as they in their conscience 
^bought just^ as wej^ as iR declining to be 


to be a part of, the sysftm of government : 
what the result of such conviction would be, 
he did not wish,even to conjecture, —The 
question for •adjournment to Wednesday 
se’en^glu was tfien put and agreed to. 

The Marquis of Slqffurd then rose, and 
gave notice of his intention to bring forward 
a question on that day, upon the subject of 


bqundrby any piudgfc t(b refrain from giving ■ the dismissal pf his majesty’s late ministers, 
to their sovereign upon this, or any subject, 
such advice as<-J^.|y conceived to be just. 

The firmness with Mikipb his majesty had 
maiotsined his own conscie»tmus opinions^i 
by resisting the 1^11 is the cxtenKio which 
went, had also*his respectful aj^k‘>bation f 
but he must say, that hi^colleague^id right 
.indeq^ing to be boyjid never again to ad- 
^ vise the measure under any possible pre-isure 
of circt^mstances. At the moment w'hen his 
majesty's late ministers relinquished the bill, 
in concession to his ma|e.sty’!> scriu les, they 
stood in the same situation as upon their first 
accession to office '1 hey knew his mnjes 


and moved, tuat theif lordships be summon¬ 
ed for that d^*. 

HorsjirfSm^co^Movs, 

Thursdayy Match 'AO*. 

[Mi NUTKs.]—birJ Newport brought in 
jwo biiU, the one for amending the act 
of last session relative to the Trovision for 
flie«Poor in Ireland, and the other for au¬ 
thorising Commissioners in the superior 
Courts of Law in Ireland, to administer Oaths 
in the absence of the Judircs.— Mr. Sheridan 
brought in a biller lhe*erection^f a B/*idgc 
jKTOss the I’hames. at or near'S^futhampton- 
ty’i feelings. His maje*^tv was aware ibar ,&\eet, to the Surrey side ot the ILver. They 
their semini'-ms wore in favour of tlie con-'* \v^ %ach read a first time.—Mr. Uobsoii 
cession- But their dereliction of the niea complained*that several faper-,, iS:r. relative 

to the Barrack Departincul, which hatl been 
ordered to i»e printed fo; r nrontbs ago had 
not yet feached the members of that house, 
I'hc country had .sustained considerable loss 
by such delays. He asked what benefit it 
could be to tile house that papers were or¬ 
dered fo be printed for the use of the mem¬ 
bers, if they were to be suffered to remait\ 
for such a lengili of jime in the printer’s 
hands ? And g.ive^olicc of a motion relative 
to the production of papers in that depart¬ 
ment, shortly after the enduing rewssr—Si^ 


sure ut tliat*^me, in^ deference to the royLil 
opinion, was! a tacit pledge tliat'they would 
nit again press it, unless under some ex- 
tr#3rdinary circumstances, wliich nfight 
■•^epder it more urgently necessary, HaS^it 
pleased his majesty thi^n to await for this 
experience in the conduct of his ministers, 
and to s&e they again endeavoured to press 
^brwai^^he measure,^r submit ft to parlia- 
myni^ ancT if they did it contrary to hi.s ma- 

would ha\^ merited dis- 

^niissal, TheYight of his majesty to change _ _ 

his-ministers no ^.an could dtfny j but to j«S. Homilly brouEh?!ft a bill to make the Free- 
■ have reyaine d in power, or accept office ' hold Property OT'Tradesm(Mi dying intestate 
• Upon an^?Mrc5nQK{ion as the pledge al-! liable t<^ prosecutions •fwr the recovery of 
iuded to, was, in his opinion, contrary to I tiieir debts, which was read a, first time.-— 
every pruicipie of ministerial du^', and di- The Treasurer of the Navy’s Office Regula- 
*rectly ip violation of ffie constiUman. Had j tiop bill, and the Sicilian Prize bill were read 
I jusinestf end^ with the abandonment of j a third time and passed.—New writs*wero' 
•'iii^^l^by the^te adn?Tnistrafn>n, the cn-' moved for the election of members to serve 
<l^lics woul^^y iravtf^*jey, theyj;i.id been j in parliament, for Nortfiampfon, in the room 
abandoned by their friends, andIvemM have : of lie right hoii. Spencer Perceval, who 
^•till chei^ished tfie hope of beli)^ more for-' his election had accepted of the office 
*tunate at^me future period. Bui by the of (Chancellor of his Majesty's Exchequer, 
*<fii»tni.ssal of those fvftnds froilk the councils * and thancellor of the Duchy of Corn wall dq- 
St, thei^sovereign, for no tfther reason than 1 ring pleasure; for Buckingham, in the room 
th£r decliaii^ to pledge themselves never I of tlie Marquis of Titcbtield, Who had ac- 

• k, • • • 1 
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cepted the office of one of the commission- 
eTK for executing the office of lord Ijigb trea¬ 
surer of Eii^land j for Haslemere, in the 
room of the right hon. Charles Long, who 
had accepted the office of one of the joint 
paymasters of his majesty’s forces j for Bee* 
ralston, in the rooiu*of the right lion, lord 


from yhonj I have revived, together with 
my collpagues, such distinguish^ support; 
has b^en exceedingly painful to me; yet 
onceiving it to be my duty, I have abstain- 
d from saying any thii^ upon tl)i.s sublet 
ill that mon^nt arrived,/vhen it was n^ 
longer necesslry fo be silent j when his mst- 


I 


Louvaine, who had acceptetf the office of Ijesty has drfui-ed* his intention of placirf^ 
one of the commissioners for the affairs of ! adniiuiywatmn of affairs in other hands. 
India, with a salary; for tlieaoiuityofEdin- j 1 now therefore, having received his majes- 
burgh, in the rcjom of ih§ right hiui. U. | ty's permission to do so, am at liberty to 
" ■ ■ ■ ' ... .»■ state, wittiout a IfeacU of duty, those cir¬ 

cumstances whicljA am most anxious should 
be.fully undeprtOsid by#jhe*pi^tc. Desir-i 
of the right hon. lord Charles Somerset, who ous, however, as 1 Aay bs^fi^kc the ear- 
had iiccepftd the office of one^of llie joint liest possible moment to make this statement, 
paymasters of li^s niajcsiy’s forces. | and .sensible that in justi^ai* our own char- 

[(.'h.^ngk of Ad^vnistration.] Mr. acters it can no longe:^'?dclayed, I confess 
Huskissnn moved that yfci^iuiise at its rising J feci in comrrcfl with those, who express- 
du adion: n to Wednesday bliii’night. Upon 1 ed that opinion last niaht, considerable re- 


Dundas, who liad accepted the office of pre¬ 
sident of the board of coinniissioncrs for llie 
affairs of India; for Monmouth, in the room 


adjoM:n to Wednesday ^ii’night. Upon 1 M that opinion last night, ... 

whii'h, i ^ret tliat I ^ under the necessity of doing so 

Lord IJiHvick rose, and spoke as follows : , in the nlisence of thbse persons, whose pre- 
Slr, upontiiemotionwhichhasjustbecnniade i sence some m.ay think, requisite, to*A*'atch \ 
by the hon. gent, tin an adjournment the accuracy of my statement. I am sure 

ing the jn'riod which is usually allowed for - tlie hon. gent. (Mr. Slurges Bouriu*)i who 
a rece-is, at rliis siMson ol the year, I trust made some observations to tins efrect la-st 
it will not be thought irrelevant to the sub- i night, wilhnot chargft me with intending 
h*ct, if 1 take this oppnrtiyiity of giving to ' to state any thing to the f.ousc which •! do 
tlie house that explanation ot which I yt »-j not myself believe• to be strictly correct; 
terday gave noiue. It is of the utmost im- , the hon. gent, might, without any injurious 
portanre to im.self and to my colleagurs, 1 suspicion of me, be of opinion, that tlie 
that tlie circLmistan^es which have led to tlib ; natural partiality with which men arc apt 
recent 
be 

thehini*5e, and to the public, that they may 
be enahled^to form a pujper estimaie and 
opinion of the character and iMuduct ol 


•cent t.\ lange of his iiiajesfy’s minisf?«-s may 1 to view their own conduct, r^^^fuired iht* 
i lolly understood. Jt isof importance to | presence of*other persons, possessed of al! 

the and cap.able of ci.rrecilng any uy 

intent^ojial oiTf>rs, \v!?4^ this cau!>e mig^t 


])rt.Aice, J am as anxious as any man 


upon some •motion prtiposed to this l:/iilse, , 
which may oive an opnoituuiiv 

.a I . 

T1 


lho^o p'jTv>ns to whom t)ie adnunb'vatiou of these persons should be present upon such* 
puhlic aff.urs was so lately en'ru>ted, and an o^caai ni. and ( hope that this matter 
truly to :;ppro<’iato vM t[)o circiinistances of wdl ye« be di'Cus.»ed Lt some future time, 
tflat situation, in which, in cimsequencO of 
that change, tliccfiiinffy is now placed. It 
is of importance to tiie house, in the deci¬ 
sion of the question now stated iVom the 
C-iHir, inasmuch as the j».#prii iv of an iid* 
jourimient. of a loti^r or a ^hotter dura¬ 
tion, may dependupoi* iheneces-ity gA* adopt¬ 
ing some measure**, at the earliest possible 
period, to avert the concscqucnces of the ex¬ 
traordinary events which h.ive takeu place. 

"U'o niyself personally, every feeling both 
of duty and of honour renders it of the 
highest ^mportarree, iftat 1 .should, as s<^):i 
as possible, conviiK-ethe Iiouse^liat mycOn* 
duct has not been such as to make themlc- 
pent of the kind indulgence which I h|\e 
experienced from them. Undoubtedly, iir, 
c\^ry moment's delay, in which my in¬ 
duct may bt> a matter of doubt with tfosc 


rest iiement, il^restatemcn 
Cfssnry, but at ail events of eifamining 
l^if'ting evorv*p »rt of the dofails vfliich I am 
thi« cLfy :ii)out to bv before vou.—Sir, it is 
neither in my nature iT^^in mv habits to • 
shrink from tlie examination of anyvpian: 
hut I fell myself reduced to this alternative, • 
ciiher tosulifnu to i aveMlc public mind pre- • 
judiced by f ds^ roport-s and^ misrepresenta¬ 
tions, supi»rtcd b^'*partiaP^iaracls frV.i 
couMdentia! papers,; A* lu'tlie^fBS^nce of the ^ 
])ersons almc^jd to, to th[s eariy^opp<jr * 
tunity of ei^ring into the discu.ssicjn. 1 am % 
conviny^d^bai a fair, candid, aifd correct 
tiatenient only anti<lote to such w'il^ * 

ful misrepresentoTion; and that tbis*Ui|^ 
only mode, consistent wiih my charaett^r^ 
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and with my duty asapember of (parlia-I condiicted tbo^ government in conformity 
in ^hich i could lay before the pub- to their .own fM lncrples, and witK the best 
lie a fair expositioDof every part of niy con- | witihes for the Hiteresis ot the state, to avoid, 
^ct. Under such circumstances it wa^ if possible, every thing that was repugnant 
impossible for me, Jn justice to myself anca! to any of those feelings and opinions, wnich, 
toy colleagues—V*7« justice to the pubf upon e\ery motive of duty, affection, and at- 


lie itself, which might he ni sled by such 
deceptioD, it was impdssiil^/or me to 
aufter so long a period of to elapse 
8S might intervbne before the ne\i ministers 
poul^ resume their seats in the h^se. Sir, 
in doing so however, u^n the present oc¬ 
casion, their absence wiV have this effect, 
^that I shall» nfuch/s poacibJe confine my- 
aelf to a m^wetaternunt of the facts, and 
abstain as far as 1 can from every thing that 


tachnient, they werembst bound to respect. 
Sir, these were the principles upon u^ich 
those who composed tbe last administration 
came into power : their opinions upon tbe 
catb<^ic questiSn were well known •, but 
they hoped, by a prudent, lenient, and 
conciliatory system of government, to keej) 
that question for some lime at rest: and, 
for a considerable period, their hopes and 
expectations, were flattered,with every ap- 


can provoke dwsuMion; I shall state only pearance of success. However, sir, towards 


what I conceive to^^qecessary for my own 
vindieation, avoiding every thing like argu¬ 
ment, and leayjng .all such points to that 
future discussion, which at an»garly day, 
after tbe holidays, I trust will take place; 

. wbei^n opportuni^ will be afforded of 
ftating to the house every thing that may be 
material upon the subject.—Sir, having 
premised tlius much, I shall proceed to lay 
before tbe house tbe sHitemeHt which I have 
pronaised. When the late administration 
was formed, there wera included in it ma¬ 
ny members whose opinions and principles, 
with respect to what is CiiUed the Catholic 
Question, were generally known ; they had 
been very T^centlycnanifested to the public, 
in the mos^authentic of all ways, by their 
A>cedies and their votes in parliament. I 
M sure there did in any quainter an 

s^pectation or suspicion that those pertons, 
'whose characters were so well known, could 
be induced, for the sake,of ofiice or emolu¬ 
ment, "to abandon any of the opinions and 
principles which thdy had so solemnly ex¬ 
pressed aAd avowed. In point of fact, no 

with fiie freest exer- 
cisg of ihfeir judgment was proposed to them, 
nor did they coiqe into the government sub-c 
ject to any such stipulation, which if it had 
been«exacted fjoiif\hem, they would have 
found I it incumbent upon them, in honour 
^and-tA duty, then, as now, to decline. At 
the same time, however, thaT'I state this 
with respect to their opinionitand principles, 
1 net attempt to d^ny, that great diffi- 
' cullies wel€*4iiow'n tb ‘^stand in tjic way of 
further concessions to the catbyHos of Eng¬ 
land and Ireland. And as his ^jesty's late 
ministers *came into administratibct^totally 
unfettered upon all subjects, i. qin speak fof 
e^ery Jndividual among nhem, that they 
had a sincere and anxious desire, while ilicy 


tbe latter end of thirst year, there did occur 
circumstances ii^^m west of Ireland, which 
increased all the anxiety, with which, from 
their first introduction to office, they had 
directed their attention to that country: a 
most valuable, but, 1 am afraid I must add, 
most vulnerable part of the British do¬ 
minions. The disturbances, which towards 
the end of last year reigned in the west, en¬ 
gaged our most anxious deliberations, and 
^though we w4M'e urged by many personr. 
who are fonder of the policy of force than I 
am, to resort to measures of extraordinary 
severity I although, on the second day * of 
the present session, we v/ere eagerly pressed 
by an lT5n. and ItMrncd gent., who d^as im¬ 
patient for rigour, and couW not wait for 
the deiehnination of his majesty's ministers; 
yet, to eflect the reduction of that spirit 
which prevailed in Ireland, we determined 

• Upon tbe report of the Address, 90ih Decem¬ 
ber last, Mr. Perceval, among other observations, 
urged these : ** No mention had been made of the 
•^tate of Ireland. He ttir^tcd that this silence might 
be ascribed to the *Coul want of foundation for the 
alafmiAg rumours that had reached this country. 
Ministers must uncmestionably be the judges 
far the usual prerog¥iive> of the crown were suf^ 
cient to suiiprcsr insurrc(5vion or rebellion, in what¬ 
ever quieter it might ap^grar; the decision rested 
with them : he only begged them to ronsidcr, that 
the protraction of the necc*>SHry day of punishment 
was not mercy; and the delay which allowed insur¬ 
rection to proceed, unnl it became impo sible to 
quell it without a considerable shedding u^lood,'* 
was not kindness. I Ic hoped that the omission of 
any notice of tlm situatiop of the lister island, was 
octtsioned by the absence of any necessity for an 
£ztiMordlnary enercion of the law. Should such ane- 
ceikity unfortunately arise, and should minUtan call 
onkhc house for an enlargement of the executive 
power, be could assure them that they should meet 
witi no opposition on his part to any proper in^a~ 
surqof vigour, which they might think it expedient 
to pnpose.'*—See vol. a, p. 67. * 

f 
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to copfide in an active exertion of the known ! ceiveJ froip IrelanA, ^nsmitted by the lord 
powers of the law; and, thank God, our lieutenant (dated4th Feb.), of a disposition 
hopes in this respect were realized, without | manirested by the cathodes to prosecute.by a 
recurring to those severities, which less ^ petition to parliament, those claims, which 
politic and more intemperate advisers bad|theyhad so recently urged in a former^es- 
wished to recommend. But, sir, after these fsion. Notwithstandin^tbs kitown opiniona 
occurrences, it became necessary to look which I an<?*8on»e of my colleagues hold in 
more immediately to measures, that might favour of tfjise claims, we were persuaded, 
teud to conciliate and Liant^uillize that cuuii ;,that the ag^tian of the question at this time 
try. Several measures were* in contempla-i was not likely to be attended with advan- 
tioii, and, among them thaf v. hichl l^d the tage j anj so far as our private advice and in- 
honour of lately introducing into this house i fluence oouldext^d, U was used to diSsuade 
appeared to be one of the most obvious. It j the catholics from the attempt. Theknow- 
scemedcalculatedto provebighly bencficialto I ledge, howevy''4of l]?eir tnSent^i, wasaii 
the empire at large, v wellns to iielanditself. : additional inducemefit in rmyiiftnending tbM 
It was expectej to afford tlie means of rc- . measure which we had already in contera- 
cruitin^ our nA'al and military force, ne- plation. We hoj^d, thu^h it was oftered 
cessary at the present moment to be carried in no view of com^toniise, that it might 
to the utmost extent, j/f^acilitating (he iti- prevent the agitation of that very question, 
troduction of those person^ into the service,^ by affording satisfaction to the catholics of 
who are at piesent in a great measme ex- j Ireland i,q general; af th^ same time that 
eluded, by what I must call the ill-understood | m'c considered it as recommended by eveiy 
policy of the existing Jaw.s. The bill whict principle of policy.Wetrustedthat this limited 
I brought in for this purpose has beer^inf- measure of concession'might be brou'ght for- 
properly termed the Catliolic bill; for it in- ward without encountering those ob^eciTon% 
eluded dissenters from the estuhii&hvd church ! which were involved in tlie general question 
of ever}' description. We certainly expect- of what js commonly called emancipatioa. 
»,ed from it that it would contribute essential- In reverting to the Irish act of parliament, 
ly to the tranquillity of Ireland, by holding j passed in the yeai;1793, and observing the 
out to the gerrlenien of that country the ' incongmity which subsists iu the law of the 
prospect of rising in the army and* navy, united kingdom, w’e 'could not o\erlook the 
and thus diftu««iiig motives of attachment pledge explicitly given at that time by the 
towards this country among the peoplo in i lord chancellor of Ireland, and by the secQe- 
general: at ilie same time tliat it would al‘-1 tary of Ireland (lord Clare and^ord Bucking- 
ford a vent to the suj>erabundant population, ’ hams)iirc), that a similar law, to allow 
and drawMrom the very sourcc-sof dihcontent ] ndnrjj^'l^nn'nfnthnlin hftth inrn tl^rirmr ^ni 
the means of strength and security. I'licso ' navy, should be introduced in^TIngmji 
were the motives which induced the king’s This pledge to the catholics is recordeaui 
ministers to propose that measure. 1 do ' tht^secrelary of gate's office, in a dispatch 


not know that it is necessary for me to state, 
and yet the arts w'hich have been practised 
may render it usefun<) .sjate, tliat, in bring¬ 
ing forward this measure, their intention 
was not to invade but to strengthen the secu¬ 
rities of the established-flmrch itself. If J 
estimate riglilly in w^iat tholfe securities con¬ 
sist, I think tiiey €re inTerwoven#\viih the 
security and existence of the empire. Can 
the one be safe if the other be in danger ? 
And arc not the necessary means for the de- 
fendeof the empire, the best securit v for its 
religious establishments? If ever Ireland 
should be exposed (^hicli God aveU !) to a 
successful invasion of the ^nemy, I onll 
upon those who accuse us of endangtrin^ 
the establishments, to reflect what Jiiust 
then be the fite of our church and tha pro-* 
lestant religion — Sir, while this lufBsure 
was under* consideration, accounts w 


re re- 


I 


I f rom Mr. Hobart, now lord QucWinghaxn- 
sbire. M’c considered it, therefore, not 
more a measure of general policy th^n ah 
act of goodfeith and a»4^ 

did hope, that upon all these grounds w 
should be 3ble to obtain for them tbat%ooD 
whidli Ijad been promised them upon a for¬ 
mer occasion, under Hke guthorit^of go-, 
vernment, and that the proposal wo^d meet 
with that general approbation fromVgll^r- 
ties, to wh^ it seem^*to us so well entitled^ 
It wa.s upon fill tJiese ground? proposed to 
his majesty, and % detailed dispatch was 
written^and sent ^(f the loMs4ieutenant o& 
Ireland *(3 4^tinient which I wish 1 could 
lay befot^he house ^lpo^ the present occa- 
siorf^lffung much bettor than l^have beeor 
statmg thorny all the reasons which inducedi 
us to propose this measure—the draft of iMs 
dispatch was previously sent, acc^fmp^ied 
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by a cabinet iiiinui^ QthFebiuary), 

to bis majesty. 1b that hriit pmposal 
bis« majesty expres^ a strong di^^nt; 
and upon receiving Vhe answer from his ma¬ 
jesty, tiie cabinet again deliberated upon it, 
again made a Kspectful representation 
^ated lOtii FebAiarJF) to^us ipajcsty, as to 
the grtjunds upon which t]iev tiought it ex¬ 
pedient as a point of gcneraypAJcy, princi¬ 
ple, and good fajth. To that re^esentation*^ 
came back an answer from his majesty, ex- 
uresskig still considerable reluctance, but, 
however, signifying Kis consent, f say. Sir, 
tbdt that answer .conveyed \a reluctant, hut 
% positive a^^gt. Under tfiathigh sanction 
and authority^ne dispatch w'as sent to the 
lord lieutenant of Ireland, and soon after a 
meeting was helTft^^e catholics, with Mr. 
£lliot, the principal secretary, and the lord 
chancdlor, in which it was stated (abstain-{ 
ing from every V.King*that related to the peti¬ 
tion), that this measure w^as to beVntroduced 
into the Mutiny bill.—Some discussion aionc 
nponity and a question wAs put to Mr. El¬ 
liot 'by one of the catholic deputies, Mr. 
O’ConiCor, w'hether the* proposed measnie 


• 

attended to the^e distinction between it and 
the Iri&li act. When this appeared, it be¬ 
came the'subject of a new delibenuioti, in 
which an objection was staie<l by a respecta¬ 
ble member of the cabinet (the lord presi¬ 
dent) to any concession beyoi d the Irish act. 
A majority, how'ever, <^ncnrrvd in recom¬ 
mending the measure in the form in which 
it was afterwards introduced ; but as doubts 
had arisen, antj^dn apprchen>ion was enter¬ 
tained that it might have been misunderstood 
by hi^majesly, it was deterinintxl to bring 
the matter distinctly under his royal observa¬ 
tion, by a second dispat<‘h to the lord heu- 
tenaiit, clearly statingjts full extent.—And 
here 1 must state, ihnt some distinctions 
ought to be taken between thl duties of mi¬ 
nisters and those of J^''ivate members of 
parliament. J cono^e that a miniNter may, 
as an individual iflcmWr oi p.irliament, in¬ 
troduce measures for which the authority of 
government is not at all ])ledgrd ; 1 could 
fiddiice instances of this in the administration 
qf the late Mr. Pitt. The iioiise will at once 
rccdileci the motion fer a reform m parha- 
ment, and that for flic abolition of the slave 


went the length of including the admission| trade : both these moiioui were introduced 
of catholics into all ranks of the* army, or | by him as an individual member (jf parlia-^ 
whether it,was to be limited by the re^lric- I ment, without the responsibility of govern- 
tions of the Iri-ih art. Mr. Kllinfs answer | ment being attached lo thorn Sir, during 
was, in the wouls of the dispatch, that it ( the shpit period that I I>avo had the honour of 
was proposed to enable his majesty to cmifer ! holding a situation under hi^ majesty, I and 
on any of his subjects any military commis- i iny noble colleague have, uiihesamemanner, 
ftion whatevei^-. There can be que^.tiun j broe.glit forward successfully the mcasuie of 
however, that Mr. Elliot had conceived theaboiition'of iheslrnetrade, towhichlsliall 
doubts as to the extent of iJic tliat j look with satisfaction tor the remainder of 

hef ’■jJS iViniseii^fbubtfully, and'that , my days, liut, sir, w here a measure arising 
'answer was reported as doubtful lo a , out «)f various causes which have engaged 
meeting of the catholics j but it was at the; the .itiention of bi.s inajcsty*s confidcnlinl 
tame tiqie declared by the deputies who'at- 1 servants, is to be brought forward with the 
tended tips Conference, that they understood ■ authority of government, the measure itself/ 
k to ^e thf in:ention of government, that | as well as the case to wHiicli it applies, ought 
Btafllanpoin^ems in the arr^, which had | undoubtedly to be first submitted lo his ma- 
exC^u?5 in the Irish act, should be j jesty. I certainly feel that I ought not to 
opened to ^them. The dispatcjies, stating j have introduced iwmeasure of this descrip- 
what had passed the.se meetings, the ques- jVion without th^ sanction of that auihoritj'; 
tion put, and the an^er given with' respect j and I sl^uld think myself reprehensible in 
^ to the extent or the measure, as well as the the highest degree, and deserving all the 
iinder^nding wdiich the catholics had con- ! cen.sure that is endeavoured to'be cast upon 
cervea of it, were rmilarly submitted to i me, if 1 had proposed this bill to parliament 

•t!-—J-»— - 1 believing that 1 had his majesty's 

consent.—Sir, 1 have staled that a doubt 
arose as to the‘understr.nding of the extent 
o^ this bill; it was therefore determined 
(lord Spencer St that time being absent on 
:trcduntof his health) that I should write a 

^ t . .1 t Al« 1« 


'his majesty ^ and no dissatisf.igtion or unea¬ 
siness wa.s expressed in qpnsequence of what 
wa^ thus* brjui^t undQ''<his view. 1* am 
^hpundto sayTnowever, that it has since ap¬ 
peared that the* measure had ti(^6ecndis- 
.'tinctly .tmdprstood^ not only hiiK^ajesty, 


-✓ r -m* .r ' I r -' ----- - - - .. 

but some members of the cabinet. nlKl* not :,dibpi|tch to the lord lieutenant, enclosing 
b^n fully aware of its extent ; alid 1 must I the (dauscs intended to beiiiiroduced intothft 
cotfess; 4hat I had not myself sufficiently ■ MutiJjy bill, staling disiincily that they werp 
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in conformity with the general word^ of the 
dispatch which had l)'*en >ienl t«*theI2th 
of February last, marking expressly that the 
catholiL^ wore to be admitted to hold any 
cominiiiSiOn or appointment whatever j and 
observing that a confirmation was thus given 
of’ Mr hlliot’s 3 nsw*er to ih^cathohc depu¬ 
ties I'his dispatch, so expressed for the 
purpose uf removing all d<*ul)t“, and inclo¬ 
sing. IS / have already staiej? the intended 
cl was sent down by me, on Monday 

niu.!:i tlio 2d of March, to his majesty. 
Ti • , p io'h, having been jjerused by bis 
rr .j 'iv < .aiie b ick from Windsor on the 

fo.in^ xfilhont a word of com- 

r • or } ancl with this sanction 

j ‘"it. 1 % III ilie^'ourseof my official busi- 
ss 1 h.5. been unif^'^Jv accustomed to do 
•' I rn:nediaiely**for\#ai'‘tiS'd it to the lord 
]i, -,.im —Sir, ai this tune :he committee 

on ’.o Mutiny bill w;*s, 1 htiieve, appointed 
for i!ie Wednesday ; nm objections hail 
been started to the enartniein ot the propo¬ 
sed measure by cl:m**e‘. in that bill : it •ivas 
there fore, upon rcciaisKWation. detorniined 
to introduce a scphraic hdl. On Wcilni.sday, 
the dill of March, the dispiich winch I 
•have jii-st mentioned having b.-eii pu*v!OLi‘-ly 
.<5oni to the lo’^dlicntcii.ih’, t itiendei' at the 
levee iit Sf. James's, and had an luulicnce 
with his majesty upon the iiusnie s (*f ipv 
ofijce ^ atier that a-ov or hi^ jn.jestv was 
gT .rioiisly pleased to .I'k me what uas i!k* 
fjtiMiK ss ap|ioii*(ea foi t‘.ai day in t.he lu/Use 
1 s*at. d‘ohi«; rnajeMy that the comndticeon 
the Muting hill stood as the order(d the day, 
and explained to him the nature of the 
change that had taken place in the mode of 
proceeding, and the rea-ous which had in¬ 
duced the introduction ot a separate bill: the 
king afterwards askejjue whether the sepa¬ 
rate bill, intended to bo brought forward W'as 
not the same as the lri'>h act of parliament ? 
I stated to him the circuijstances in which 
they differed to which 1 added, that I ap¬ 
prehended it had been alrcaSy explained to 
his majesty in llie Klst dispatch wifich had 
been submitted to him I also stated tlie 
reasoils why I conceived the measure, in the 
exten^ to which it was intended to be car¬ 
ried, to be of the utmost importance to the 
welfare and security of the government ol 
the country. And here, sir, I must acknow¬ 
ledge, that his majesty, upon liiat occasioif, 
did express a general dislike and disapproba*. 
tion of the measure. I mean to state cvferv 
tlyng frankly, but I did understand Jhat 
couversation to conclude bv words givi/? a 


oonseiiC^ a teluctaut consent 


d understand jhat 
by words givi/g a 
sent^ I admit ji or. 
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perhals, \t woulJ^J'tn^re correctly stated 
as ncj withdrawing the'conseiif which4iad 
been originally given. I conceived, therefore, 
that 1 still haO sufficient authoMt;’^, u a 
jmeraber of the government, for the intrcip . 
^diictioi of the ^ill. •! stated to my lord 
Grenville, imqiedjately on coming out ^ 
the closet,* Whjpt had passed there ; his o|tt- 
Tiion upon uat statement the same at 
mine, and we were confiimed iu our belief 
that his majesty dj^ not intend to signify any 
absidute objection to tlTe introduction of the 
i bill, from the tot;.] silence v^jeh he obsen^ 
upon this suhj6crin life audkjj^which lord* 
Grenville afterwards nad. '^nis majesty did 
not say one word to lord Grenville, the lead- 
I ing member of the adr;vl.n^ration, Upon a 
measure which, it now appears, had tlie mi*» 
fortune of being exposed to bis most decided 
opposition. Under tifese Vi^pressions, on 
j the next djy, or ihe^day after, I introduced 
' tbe bill into pniiiament; the motives which 
had produced it, the extent to which u w'ent, 
were fully exp) lined ; not only were the ar¬ 
guments on which those persons rclifd who 
lu’d proposed (he tsjeasuje, stated at some 
' length, bin the objections to them were ur- 
' ‘. ed with no incoiwidcrable v;ehenftnce, , 
. We know, sir, th?t debates in this house, 

I though they cannot consi-.tenrly witli our 
i ouKis be published, do find iheir way out 
'id c!(.i>is, and aurncL, jjarueulaply on an^ 
j interesting; ^‘general ^observation, 
'riiev, pi. t aldy, do jiot excite Mhe weakest 
I in;pn .idit I hos e wh ose concern fo r the pc^ 

I lie v-^Ifare is the greatest. ButViu, 
this degree of publicity was now given 
the measure, and though it could not be 
niisflnderstood, during a whole weel^ which 
subsequently elapsed,,! remainSd jn com¬ 
plete ignomnee, and without slighlesfr 
suspicion of tht^very scrious,^^nd^asit ha.s,^^ 
peared, in.surmounial)ie ohjec^io^^T^whicti^ ^ 
have since been made to it. ^(Jbjeclioni 
had, n^idoubtedly, bi*en siaftril by one of iny 
coUeaguA (lord SidmQutli), for whom I ^ 
have great respect, upon the first earing 
up of the misunderstanding which ha^ pre- 
vailed with respect to the extent of the om:* 
these objection.^, during the interyal of which 
I have been speakings assumed a more deci¬ 
ded form, and he oH’^ed his^^gnation ta ^ 
conseijueace ol'ihem *, but though, after thQ 
introductfbn ot' the biU, 1 IkmI communica¬ 
tion witl^^ majesty in the cua^e of my ^ 
otficiaJ^futy on other subjects, ! had no rea¬ 
son till the* "V^ednesday following, when^ 
was absent both from this house, ayd Irm 
iiiy usual ultendanc^n his majesiyf ou ac- . 


I 
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ner as to reliove4t from the objections Aat 
prevailed y,gainst it, and at the same time 
leave it in a slate in which it would be Wkely 
to attain those ends which his majesty's late 
ministers had in view when it was original- 
My proposed.—In this situation, sir, after 
anxiously Veigliing all tRe circumstances of 
the case, we detern*ined—(I should here ex¬ 
plain that the r^resentations wliich were 
made in this stage of the proceedings were 
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ownt of the <f«th «^A‘nSr relation, Vo be¬ 
lieve that any exteniion whatever of tht pro¬ 
poned measure, beydftd the provisions ol the 
Irish act, had been found absolutely irrecon- 
cil^le with bis prineiples and his feelings. 

On that day (Wednesday, March the ll tli), 

Iris majesty stated to lord GlenyiJle his deci¬ 
de objectiou. and referreJ. as) facing before 
Mnifi^ this objection, to the conversation 

is hTs majesty. If I bad,.! need who had cemeurred in opinion upon the mea- 


noderstood bis majesty. — - 

not say that I ^>ould have found myself 
bound by eWrootiveof irfTePQst and du^ ^ 
to submit so infant ^'circumstance to the | 
cwisideration of my colleagues ^fore I mo¬ 
ved for leave to brtUfthi the bill. ^ But, sir, 
it would have been roost unbecoming m me, 


sure to its full extent,) we determined, how¬ 
ever painful the sacrifice might personally 
be, to abandon the bill oltogelher. It was, 
1 say, a most painfui sacrifice of iJefsonal 
feeling .to public duty ; a sacriHce which no¬ 
thing short of a conviyi*.';i that the measure 


^ w/intd have been roosi unoecoumi^ u* me, i »n.AA 5 w. --- - . . * 

A-en if I could have entertained stach a sus- Lhad been iiitroduc^i^der^ .nisunderstan 
cseniti coii ing into this house, could have induced me 

SoT’ We"onvinced lhat...he kfng .o^niake , a sacrifice dic.n.erl only by a de- 
SSl Ln misunderstood by me, and as I had sjre of doing what, under circumstances of 
in the unfortunate situation of; such embarrassment, wo conceived, after the 
'^r^Sthe bill under this misapprehen- 1 nS'ostanxious deliberation, to be most cons.s- 
I ^.nLht it my duty to suspend any ; tent with our respect to our sovereign, and 
for^hir or^edings^upo/it. till I should : with the obligations imposed on us in the 
^r,/aT^nuorfunity of explaining to his I double capacity of members of the adminis- 
• rfihrc&sunces of my cSnduct. i tration and of the legislature. In tl.iss.tna- 
on the night of Thursday the! tion we determined 1) make a sacrifice, 
tn the hoL to postpone the i which in any case where personal feelings 

12 th proposa l to a farther day, 1 and pu'olic duties come in competition with 

!fd“rt t^etml fi^reJL^^^^^ an audience j each other, I ho,.e I shall .never hesitate to 

ftf'his rmiesSv which he w'as graciously ! make. It was, however, I repeat, a lea 
of his maje pjiinfui sacrihee ; ami in .making it, it 

wa.s necessary that we should take care not 

to jihice ourselves in a situation in ^’hich we 

miclu be made incapable of rendering here- 


oi Ilia majesty, - n • ■ 

idaased to honour me with on the following 
indrning. Upon jaying before his ip-jcsty 

IHauced me to behei e 

"S/tl was not as bis minister acting in oppo- 
■ition to his royal pleasure ; he was p eased 
to express his conviction that what had hap¬ 
pened ha^ arisen from an erroneous concep- 
tiOT on my part, but acquit ted me Inosl gra- 
citAtly, buimpst unequivocally, of any in- 
tffii^af^Sregard of his opilitons. From 

that moment it h 

ajiious consideration to Ins majesty s minis¬ 
ters how they might best re^ir the. eftecU 
“of thelWsunderWnding which had taken 
place : they immediately applied their stl®n- 
the means of r^ucing the new bill 
tothestdndardofthelrishact. in the hope 
^ they might be able yill to carry it for¬ 
ward aaan nwfid public, measure underline 
"•apetion ofTis majesty's consent- But 
when wescame <o examine the objections 
ttat had been mgde to it. they Wto found 
Jto affect the measure in so cotisidetshjp a 
itetttA that, upon a full considerauon of 
■Ubfcct, '•■ve were convinced there could be 
nob^ of 63 rrccUDg the HU in iucU^a man- 


after any useful service to the public- The 
circumstances which occurred rendered the 
measures to betaken, with a view to the fu¬ 
ture security and peace of Ireland, a consi¬ 
deration of greatec delicacy and difficulty 
than ever. Onr public duty and onr jirivate 
lionour made it indispensable that we should 
ke free and unfettS'ed on this point of our 
necessary delibefttions, * Circumstances had 
occurred hi an early peri^ of these transac¬ 
tions, and had been more strongly manifest¬ 
ed during tills latter period of the discuaaioii, 
whifh implied a restriction on this important 
subject j and we found it necessary not only 
to reservd to ourselves the power of explain-* 
ing to parliament our cdhduct with respect 
lo\he bill we had consented to withdraw ; 
and of declaring in parliament individually 
thedpinions which we hold with respect to 

the citholic claims, in the possible event of 
a disojssion of their petition ; but also to 
state iras esaentjal to our own characters, m 


* j 
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ts to the paUic Intercity that the cSefer- t it aotfieceasary tl^^t I s^M be allow- 
•nee which we had felt it oar dut^ to shew, | ed ta deefare the grr^ds npJItp whiLb an 

opiDiln, that I could nurrenouDcei had been 
formed ? But this, it » said, was placing 
my opinion m opposition to thnt of my roy¬ 
al master, and exposin^bim to any odiun^i 
which might attach on a personal opposit on 
to the measure *1 will not examine this 
charge as a/phcable to a membr-r of parlia- 
Wnt; 1 will co^'iid'^r it only as affecting the 
conduct of the kingN minuter and in thtt 
latter viewd thinV it n av beadraiitefl, that 
under the panicuUr circumstances of the 
case, after the pnjudice and a^rm whicl^ 
h id bee i excited, ssid wirl^pi^iew to the 
consequences likely to arise from a public 
agicatiun of the question, public reasons* 

111 no degree reflecting on his majesty, might 


on this occasion, to the opinions aiftl feelings 
expressed by his majesty, should not be un¬ 
derstood as restraining us from submitting, 
from time to time, as it was our duty, tor his 
Majesty's decisior, •such measures respei t 
ing that part of the united kifigdom, as the 
course of circumstances should appear to 
require; accompanied within humble as 
aurance, tliat in dischargiog*that and ^every 
other pal t ot our duty, so long as his ma 
jesty should ihiiik ht to honour us with his 
confidence, nothing should be omitted on our 
part which could best testify our invariable 
and respectful attacMcnt to his majeaij, 
and our sincere4i%d anxious concern for his 
majest/s persondl and comfort, and for 


public It has been stated in that mutihted 
publication to which 1 have already alluded,* 
as if we had reserved to ourselves the power 
of bringing this particular measure ajain 
before parliament, and the import'int words 
•• /or your majesty's deciMon,'* as well is the 
concluding paragiaphs are in that extiact 
omitted, pur[)osel> to give a false coloui to 
the procet ding Not only was the respect¬ 
ful statement which we midc in wriung to 
his majesty, acconyiaiiied with our declara¬ 
tion of our sincere and nn\ious desire to 
consult, on all occasions, bis majesty's per¬ 
sonal ease and comfort, but it was distinct¬ 
ly stated son illy, both by my lord Gren¬ 
ville and myself, th it it would be our con¬ 
stant wish anu endeavour to keep from him, 
as much as possible, all subjects which might 
be distressing to hts mind. 1 appeal then 


tlieprospentya^d honour,of bis majesty'sgo- I have been assigned foi withdrawing the bill; 
verument Thi^art of oUr proceeding has rat the same time that with all the 

been most improperly misrepiesented to the 


respect dqp ftom a muustef of the crown, 
and with the freedom of a men ber of 
parliament, have^endeavouied to ex 4 >l un to 
the sUisfaction of the house the reasons 
which bad influenced my conduct^ Sir^ 
do not believe that there is one member of 
right feeling in the* house, who will deny 
that this rourse was necessary to the support 
of my consistency ^nd honour, and 1 feel • 
equally confident m asserting, that it waa 
in no degree inconsistent with my duty as 
a minister of the crown But it was neces¬ 
sary that we should look beyond>the conduct 
to be pursued in withdrawing fbe bill The 
Catholic petition, it now seemed certain^ 
wou^fl Ur * 3ua t aiisp It was to 

be apprehended, that the discussion it 

w ould be urged with in reased rather thao 
diopnished earnestness, in consequence of 
the disappointment likelj to be ^It from the 


tvitb confidence to the house, on the purity {failure of ihe bill which had been^ropMed- 


of the motives by wbfch we were actuated, 
on the deference and respect shewn, to the 
utmost limit of our public duty, to his ma 
jesty's personal feelings aAl opinions—Bu^ 
was It necessary to make that reserve which 


With this prospect before us, wkat were^wb 
to do > Wereave to determ'oeu^ ;«notrm 
our former opinions? Were we, whi<£ 
wouldhavel> en nolessdisgracefHl, toolfterve 
the e%p|cled di&cussion m perfect silence ^ 


1 have stated, and #hich, in conaeqiience No, Sr; neithei of these ^bingg. cquld, 1% 
of the foullest misrepresentation, has been think, be expected of us There l^as only 
the object of such severe censure’ I beg then a tbiid line of conduct to wHictuisgo , 
the house to considei the ^itualion in which } could look, and that was a fiee declaration 
We w^re placed The bill already intro&u- of our sentiments on this iinpuitant qnes- 
ced, and received writh apparent favour by • tion 1 hose of hia^tijestv's mmisterswho 


agreed in general 0if this im^lswant questioi;' 
might ajopt a different line of conduct, with 


the house, was to be withdrawn Was it not 

necessar) that, m withdrawing it, I should, ,_^__ ^ , _ ___ 

justicetomyself,endeavourtu^ewUlatithad respect t^ny di*<ciftsion Bn the*petition-' 
not been iighUy and wantonly proposed? | Somejjf^t think themselves aedpg best for 
Could I doso without some reference to the ar- 
^ments, by which 1 had originally supported 
it, and whsch 1 will not apw repeat ? , Was 
Voi^ ^IX. 


thefineral interest by supporting a previous* 
questioo; othevs migut feel tbemsekfet 
bound ^support theprryer of peutma 

■ * ^ • V* 
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•if ut||efl in^ropd respectful(terms. 

But a free /eclarafi^of'their opiuiais was 
*«qftally necessary \ from all$ and this 
necessity before ui» 1 ask the house, whe¬ 
ther we could, in justice to ourselves, or in 
«^iruesstohis rajdsty, in the situation to 
which things were tnen biought, omit hum- 
IVy submitting to him the view ye entertain¬ 
ed of the conduct which ^it A’ould be re¬ 
quisite for us le hold. If /i doubt is entef' 


quired of ui, ji^nt not on^ to the question 
of concessions to the 'catholics, but to all 
meosureti connected witKit.—Sir, I'Am ful¬ 
ly convinced that tbe.molives and opinions, 
as far aS' they were personal motives and 
opinions, which dictated that demand on 
the pan of his majesty*, were of the purest 
nature. I haVebeen but a short lime ui the 
sen ire of his majesty; but I have had 
many opporti^iiities of observing his gfa* 


tained upon this question/let me put it the ; cioi^ and benevolent intentions towards 
othef way. Suppose fha( the billr had bean - his people, of his aflcctioii tor them, and 
abandoned after the di&cussion, and in'the his desire to promote (heir happiness and 
^manner tlm L iiave^tate^. Supptjse, that, j welfare. As far as he was persionaUy con- 
having so etlgi^d to ohandon it, we had i cerned (I say noihiqg of tnose who may 
gone to the two houses of parliament, and ; hak'e advised him)-'j^^far as his majesty w'as 
without any previous intimation to his ina i i>eisonally concerned, I-atn sure he was 
jesty, both in withdrawing the bill, and 


afterguards on the introduction of tlie {)eti> 

* tion, supponea the opinions upon the C'a^ 
tholic question ^'hicli we are knpwn to hold 
If we had done tills, I,desire to know w'hnt 
would have been the charge made against^ 


actuated by the mos^/r-Jnscientious*motives, 
and the most hoi^^blefe^klngs. But with 
such a requisicitm, sir. we found it impossi¬ 
ble to comply, consistently with any idea 
we entertained of duty or of honour. We 
felt it incumbent on us most res|)ectfully 


us, by those uho now accuse us of an uii-|and humbly, but most explicitly, to repre¬ 
sent 


fair and disn-spectful proceeding towards 
that sovereign, whom, on account of his 
high situation and hisi personal virtues, \%e 
are equally bound to revere.—We took 
therefore that course wjneh an|>eared to us 
to be most fair aud honourable. Our 


rea- 


to hi.s majesty, tliat those intrusted 
with administration w'ere bound by every 
obligation to submit to hU majesty, w'ltlumt 
reserve, the best advice they could frame 
to meet the vaiious exigencies and dangers 
of the times; r.nd that the present formid- 
sons were rr-perrfully stated to his majesty, ableksituaiion of Irc’hmd required a repeated 
and we «laimed a right to pronounte our | (Xmsideiation of ev<Ty„fre*ih circumstance 
opinions iu parliament on th*? occasions al- that might occur. We submitted. Shat in 
ready stated and aUo to submk for his ma- forbearing to urge any farther, w'hilc we 
jesty*s decision, from tiu>e to time, such , continued in his majesty’s service, the mea¬ 
sure that had been pioposcd to«})urliamcnt. 


advice of 

and the interests of the em 
.pire should require. Thi.'» 1 am sure. 


m 


we had gone to the utmost limits ot onr 
public duty ; that we considered it would be 
pciint of fairness, cannot be reprcheqded ; | criminal in us to bind ourselves to withhold 
and it was equally sup|>or^ed by motives of; from his majesty, under all the circunist.'inccs 

____ l.i. ..i. * I -1. 


pecsonaj respect and public dst/c to our so- 
•vereign aivi to our country.—A minute writ- 
wjjl^^jlus view, and ejprewed in the 
^Cost respectful language, was accordingly 
sent to hisjnajes^.- The royal answer ex-^l 
pressed satisfaction at our determination to 
j j withdrai^th^l^ilJ, in deference to the king’s 
- opintS^. It ex])ressed some dissatisfaction, 
thgt should tcel it necessary as indivi- 
,/diSs to express our opinions both on with- 
. drawing llie bill, aud in any discussion which 
might t^e place on the petition. But |hc 
^ latter part4difKmr statement it required us 
.absolutely to withdraw, declarinj; that his 
. inajesty*could never cnn.sent to conces- 
^aioos to catholics which v^S^mght in 
r#future propose to him ; and (Ifmandu^droirr 
.u^aposi^e assurance, which, *as expiain- 

context of whal was re- 


tliat might arise, the counsels that might 
appear to us indispensably necessary ; and 
that it was not possible for us, consistently 
with our sense of our obligations ns the 
king’s sworn counsellors, to give assurancc-s 
whicii would tiniposc^ upon hs a restraint, 
incompatible with thv. faithful discharge of 
our most inq)ortant duty. '1 he consequence 
was, that the next day, his nfajesty, certain¬ 
ly with the most gracious and kind expres¬ 
sions with regard to every other part^of our 
conduct, communicated to us his intention 
to look out foV other ministers. On the day 
9 fter, we l^ard that oilier persons; not 
then ill the number of his majesty's eervauU, 
f had been sent for; and I was authorised a 
few days afterwards, in consequence of a 
request which 1 made, to declare to the hqdse 
iha^ it M'as his majesty's intention to form 3 
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^ew Adniinistratioo. On 'Fcmduy last; hia 
m;ije<ty signified to us his pleasure: that we 
sfiouM, Oil the followng dav- dAiver up 
our seals of otfice j. we accordingly did so.— 
This, sir, is the history of the whole trans¬ 
action. I have not referred to any papers 
to support my statement but I do wish, 
and am extremely anxious, ihaf all the docu¬ 
ments that can be famished may meet the 
public eye not in an improper, mutilated, 
or partial state. I shall be fnost happy, it 
his majesty is graciously pleased to give 
permission to bis new servants to proci.ice 
every pajHir thvit has passed upon the subject, 
in order titat they may undergo the fullest 
examination in this f trust it will 
appear from tht^mitoperB, *that the state¬ 
ment t Ifav^ made il^Rorrect in all its parts j 
and if that sfihMjient {^.correct, that the 
houso will be’ satisihed up^ the following 
points; first, that it was not without strong 
inducements of public interest that we pro¬ 
posed this measure originally to hii majesty ; 
secondly, that whatever misunderstandjpg 
may nnfonunately have arisen, we did not 
propose it to parliament without a firm 
persuasion that it had his majesty's sanction ; 
^lirdly, that when that misunderstanding 
was discovered, we went to the u.most 
limiti of our duty in conceding the measure 
upon which that misunderstanding •had 
ari-^en; and, fourthly, that in addition tft 
that Ioficessioii, under the' peculiar circum- 
atances in which were placed, the res- 
j>ectfiil reque^st tlial we Mibniittcd to his ma* 
jesty, to sHow us tlie liberty to explain our 
opmiuns and conduct upon the particular 
measure, accompanied, as iiwas, by a decla¬ 
ration of our widi to consult his personal 
ease and comfort, was not wantonly pressed 
upon lu.s majesty, but from motives of duty 
arid respect; and that‘?he reserve we made 
as to the freedom of our future advice, was 
indispensable to our character and situation, 
as ministers of the crown afld as servants ot 
the public—^Tliese, shr, are therefore the 
ppints which I wish tl:#house toundt^rsfaiul. 
This statement, wliich, though at some 
length, isafterall perhaps too cursorily given, 
is that which I havp wished to lay before tlie 
lu)u.se Jhd the public. I shall be ready now. 
orat any future lime, to go more fully into it 
whenever it shall*be inquired of me.—s-Sir, 

: I shall conclude by declaring tjjial I feel na 
' disposition to complain, I am sure, as I 
have already stated, that there can be Iwif 
pne fijeling and one opinion of the gracious 
: ItilTjInea^ yf i^is majesty, whU respect to 


every class and subjects 5 

end sojfar from being a^rty toyfin in any 
thing mat might lessen Wat attachment due 
to a virtuous sovereign from an affectionate 
and grateful people, no^ man fcan be mbre 
anxious than I am to pymote and secure il^ 
to the utmost of nfy power. 1 should indeed 
be most ungratefirf if I could be actuated 
a differentv feeling i for I have had^ 
during the period my services, 

repeated marks h^is m ijesty’s royal appro- ^ 
hntion ; and \ have thegomfort and satisfac¬ 
tion, in retiring from office, to be able to 
st.»te, up n the authority df* lii^majesty*® ^ 
own grttcions assurandb, tha^.^fl] this difte- 
reni c occurred, his majesty has been satis¬ 
fied, that, however deficient I may have 
been in ability, I have constantly endeavour¬ 
ed, diligently and faithfully, to discharge 
my duty to him and to ,tlie public—Sir, I 
stated in the outset that I*woij]d abstain 
from every thing like argument upon the 
subject Upon tlic subject of the assurance 
required of us. I have, therefore, without 
discussing it as to its print iple or its t^den- 
cy, stated little more, than that I felt it to 
be a requisilion, to which I could not sub¬ 
scribe consistently w’ith mv honour or, my 
duty. I should indeed think it not only 
unconsiituiioiial but highiv criminal in any 
minister who could accept of or retain 
power subject to such a restraint. With 
th:U opinton, therefore.•his mjdeKtv*s lat«.‘ 
ministers wme compell(*d resi^rfully but 
decidedly to declare, that it was a stipulation 
which^ thivy ■ Luul i ii r:''* ♦•utcr without 
forfeiting their own esteem, and inasmuch 
as it must fetter and confine them in the* 
cxeroise of their ju^ments, on those points, 
on wliich they ought to ije lynsi* free, 
without depriving tht^ of the cbaracser 

of usi'ful and honourable servant# to their * 

* 

king and their tountry —shal?^ 
for the present leave my conduct to the 
^andid consideration of thj hoime and^ot 
the pu5li(i J sh uild be anxious^ howe.er, 
it any thing should arise oil*•of bat 
could induce anv gentleman ,to tlWiik it 
a )»roper subject tor a motion, 
pers'ms return to their wIkm<» prfsetic '9 « 
at the discussion is considered to necess¬ 
ary, tliat the questloiT should be taScen up 
with as little del.iy .'^••|)os.sibIe^l^i am there¬ 
fore desiraus jba* the adiournment v uli# 
be short, 1 had ^iop *d TI 'day - , 

se'nn lK hh^y wdiicli day the new ^rits may 
witli^casw pe®re unied, woul.l oeeii” 

proposed for oux« meeting again; but \jm 
T'4 ^ 
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4l6hn n ee oSffwo po imal], that I do 

Botfvel diit^ited lopress it. I sballAhere- 
lbre consent to ixke moiion, itating^only, 
tJiat 1 shall be most anxious that the discus- 
aioil! may take place on the eaiHest possible 
- ^7 afte> the house Vj^all have concluded iu 
recess i 

«Mr ffttfkisson laid a *few words in vio* 
dicaiiuD of himself from the su.spicion of 
being in any iiVay concerned in the par¬ 
tial misrepresentatioii aiid suppression of 
the minutes of the, caoinet. 'Bondes, he 
tbouglit that these minutes might have been 
^vcry inno^^tly' conjmunicated to others, 
whoappearcNlainly to have made a very 
impr4>peruse of that .communication. 

Mr. Fuller rose, to ask the noble lord 
if the Slave Trade Abolition bill had been 
introdnced into that bouse by the persons^ 
composing the Igte administration, in iheir 
individual capac^ities as members of parlia¬ 
ment, or in tlieir colluctive character of the 
government 

. Lord Howu’.k replied, that the bill in 
questimi had been introduced by certain of 
bis colleagues and himself, in their indivi¬ 
dual capacity of membbr^ of parliament. 

Mj* /r/Z/erwished toput another question 
< to the noble lord: v^ere the seals delivered up 
by the l?ie ministers on Tuesday last ? 

Lord ihwick. I have only to repeat what 
bas been already stat^-d, that his majesty 
required the seals of office on Tuesday: they 
were deliver^ in on yesteiday iliorning. 

Mr Brand gave notice that he would> 
on Thursday fepteightytijutL ^eTfatn Reso¬ 
lutions expressive of his opinion of the con¬ 
duct of the late administration, and of the 
.grounds upon which bis,majesty bad been 
iidvised*to f/ismus his late servants. 

GenePtfl Lqftus roiAs to make <wo obser¬ 
vations un^what had fallen from the noble 
Jpfd first, in respect to the act 

1793 , and what passed at that time in 
IreAiid. The npble lord said the Go¬ 
vernment of that day had pledged, it jelf to 
t carry^yo effect the boon grauti^ to the 
Iridt^tholics to England, 'ihe noble lord 
, SML mistaken; something only was held 
• out, that poesibly this boon might at a fu¬ 
ture day be extended to Great Britain, no¬ 
thing more ^ there was%o pledge whatever. 
^Besides, all^Kat was ^Panted to^ the Irish 
^ibolics was the holding . conomissions 
tlicaftny tok certaib rank. the no¬ 
ble loiMsJropobiiu.n went much fJmier; it 
r extendi to the highest iaiiks<ii /he^Ily— 
canimander ia ckieL masters general of the 


or^anca, 'generals on tfie ataiP t tbeae were 

no\ in the Irish act of 1793.—He must make 
another observation on ^at the noble lord 
advanced in respect to the s^ate of Ireland i 
for the noble lord gave as a reason for the 
introducing the catholic bill, the alarming 
state of Ireland, The ^on. general said he 
had often heard allusions made by gentle** 
men now on that side of the bouse, in re- 
spect to the state of Ireland, allusions which 
tendfdmore tolnflame the public mind, and 
to inculcate fancied notions of distress, 
which in fact did not exist, rather than to 
soften or relieve any distress, if it had ex¬ 
isted. He wirhed, bqfore gentlemen quit¬ 
ted that hou% holidays, that they 

should know the!' real siVjmon of the great 
body of the people ioR^'ireland, *'ot the fact 
was, they were ^repdy pivfkhcipated ; tho 
peasaiury, the lower class—nay, the mid¬ 
dle classes, were in the same state of that 
^description of persons in England; there 
was not an iota of difference between the 
Vic^est members tenants of that house and 
his own or any gentleman's tenants in Ire¬ 
land t they had lOs. freeholds; could vote 
for members of parliament; could sit on 
Juries ; could hold the commission of the 
peace, and every office (except those of the 
lord chancellor and the Judges, comman¬ 
der m chief, and general on the staff) 
open to the Irish at this moment. So 
that in f.ict, the'great body of ihtf people 
had uotliingto complain of,,nothing to gain 
by the noble lord's measure, nor did they 
care or think about it. Theiie were mat¬ 
ters of fact not generally understood or known 
by the English gentlemen, and therefore 
he thought it right that the house should 
not separate without these observations.— 
It was then ordered that the House should 
at its ribing adjou|;n to'V/ednesday the 8th of 
April. 


aO^SB OF tOKDS. 

WHneedaft ^fjril Q, 

[Miat7TXS.] Thelkouse met pursuant to 
adjournment. About twenty peers were 
sworn in, and cook their places. An inter¬ 
val then succeeded of apparently much sus¬ 
pense, when it was expected that the. order 
of the day would be moved for tlie marquii 
of Stxffbrd's motion Vespehting the recent 
oSange of adrpiuistraiion. After some con- 
,sulcatioD, however, between lords Holland^ 
Grenville, Stafford, Bcc. 

The Marquis of Stafford rose and sai,d, 
that in consequence of the indisposition of 
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jDany noWe lordk, who iv<pra amioitt to 
attend the debi^te upon the motion of wbibb I 
be bad giren notice for that dsf, he wai^ 
denirous to a^rd every accommodation in 
bis power for their attendance- In that 
pernua'iion of the existing circumstances 
respecting these noble persons, iie should 
move, that the order ot the*day for taking 
that motion into consideration that day be 
discharged, and that a ne^ vrder be made 
for the entertaining the sdme motiop on 
Monday next •, and that their lord*ships be 
accordingly summoned tor that day. Ordered. 

The Lord Cnanceihr (EUion), who this 
day took his seat on the wool^ck for the first 
time since his reren^^ 4 fi(iQ^nient, rose to 
make some ob^j^uonswn the probable 
impractTca| 2 ^y th^he report of the bill on 
the ScotchJShw:?(ure,^uId be ready before 
Tiie.sday; on thaf^day it'might be settled^*' 
what situation was to be occupied by the 
Scotch judges during the present discussion. 
Until that decision took place, be was of 
opinion that the report on the bill could not 
well be proceeded on. He should ther^ore 
move, that the report be taken into conside¬ 
ration on Wednesday next. Ordered. 


m 
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HOUSE OP COMMONS. 

U'ednesdayt j^pril 8. 

[Minutes.] The house met pursuant to 
adj. urnment. Al^iut thirty new mcmbets 
were fwom, and took their seats.—T he new 
ministers alsoj|ook their seats on the trea- 
sury bench .—New writs were ordered tor 
the TSBTTJhgh of West Looe, in the room 
of James Boiler, esq, who had accepted the 
office of one of the lords of the admiralty ; 
for the borough of Weymouth, in the room 
of sir James Pulteney, who had accepted the 
*officc of secretary at war^ for Dorchester, 
in the room of the hofl Cropley Ashley, who 
had accepted the office of eJerk of the ord¬ 
nance ; for Liskeard, in the room of the 
hon. W. Elliot, who had ffetepted the offic^ 
of one of the lords of the ti^asury; for the 
borough of Haslemfcwe, in the rotwri of U. 
Ward, esq.anclfoi therounty o| Dumfries, in 
the room of fhe hon. W. Hope, who bad ac¬ 
cepted the; offices of lords of the admiralty.-— 
Mr. Vansittart, chairman of the Shrewsbury 
election committee, reported, that general 
Ferguson had been Absent fTom that com¬ 
mittee for some days, on account of illn^s. 
Dr. Scott proved the fact of the gencrai’h 
illness, and he was excused for his 
absence —Sir John Newport brought in the* 
Irish Loan bill, which was read a first time. 
•—The Irish otaii and spirit duty bill was 


read a third time anjl. nkwed ;\.tB wm 
the Iruh office fees biu.—Lorc^G-TbynnA 
informed the house, foon;: the bar, that*hi» 
majesty had been wailed upon with the 
address of the 25th of March, praying,hi» 
majesty not to grant any office flaring fifa^ 
which was not u^ially^ granted, and that 
his majeBt 3 r bad pleaded to return 
following gracious answr-r :—“ His majesQr 
** acquaints h'u faithful Commons, that he 
will take the subject of their Address into 
hts rntyit spriou^ousidcratioti j and ihinkC* 

It proper, at the satne time, to inform 
them, that he |ias thoughi ii fit to provide, 
that in a grant lyV to^^fis^ade oftho'*^ 
office of Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan* 
caster, the office shall be conferred only 
during his royal pleasure.—His majes^. 
assures his faitliful commons, that^in tho 
execution of the powers with which ho 
is intrusted bv law tdgrailt certain offices 
for life, as in th^eiercise of all the prero¬ 
gatives of his crown, his conduct will at 
all times be governed by an anxious atten¬ 
tion to the public interest and welfare.** ^ 
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noUSE LORDS. 

* Thursday, j4piil p. 

[Minutes.] The royal assent was^g;Tve» 
by commi.ssion to Ihe royal family annuity 
bill, and the Irish paper duty bill. The com¬ 
missioners were (he lord chancellor, lord 
Aylesford, and lord , WaUingham.—The 
treasuryshi^ of the navy regula;ion bill, 
naval prizes bill, Irish malt duty bill, and 
Iriil^retf£n”/*.vegnlatioii bill, were received 
from the commons, and read a tiist time. 


^ HOUSE OF Commons. 

ThurSHay^ April p. , 
[Minu-jes.]— Sir W. Curtis•prpsentpd a 
petition from the London Clergy', incorpo^ 
rated by tJie jitle of the president and fd- 
lows of Sion College, wiihip ffie city of 
London, setting forth, “ I'hat jhe petition¬ 
ers have learnt that a bill^as Iwen for soma 
time, and is now, depcnding^rrL'ariiament, 
for enabling his majesty to aiail nVn^f of* 
the serv'ices of all his liege subjects in his pa- 
val and military force^, in the ni.muertHer^^ * 
in mentioned; and the petitioner! feci it 
t|;ieir duty to expres»iheir serious apprehen¬ 
sions of the dangcY* likely tOjjtfi'6 from tlia .« 
said biii^f carried into a law ; and ibvy con¬ 
ceive ihismeasure to*afiord« mos(»iormida- . 
ble prejjlOent of departing, in a^eadingandr"' 
imyW*!ant instance, from tlie pr'nci[j]es of^ 
our con.stituti(m*in church and stnie, a^s- 
serted in the ever-meraorabte Bil^f Eights, • 
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theba&U ofo|^l3W!i and ItbertiM i and that 
tlw oaths any dedarMiont'provided in that 
t^lir and prodding ^ and subsequtMit a(ts (<t 
parUament, arc not ;^ore than s-officiem for 
the preservation the chutch esuihlibhmeiU 
gainst the attempisof those, winisc piinci- 
"■^es eier have been, tind qver must remain, 
in direct hostiliiy to it; apd that the peli 
tidbers, instructed by all estperiedre, appie- 
bend that those who havee/'r abuj»ed pow¬ 
er when they have posBessty it, to ilie pur¬ 
poses p( founding their dwn dominion on 
^tbe destructiqii of the civil and religious li- 
lierties of mankind, and the true principles 
•^f ChristiafiklgferatioiV.^ wdhld be inclined, 
if circumstances permitted, to purs»ne the 
some conduct; and that placing military 
trusts and commands in the hands of persons 
10 disposed, would enable them to extori 
any otlVer conce‘*sion they might be induced 
to dem;>nd> and /urniVih them with a pov^e^- 
ful instrument to carry on their pr(^jecls with 
o^ect, to the utter ruin of our happy con-ti- 
tution in'church and slate, which must .stand 
/or failtt^ether; and therefore praying, that 
the abovo-mentioned bill may not pass into a 
law, and that the hopse, in iis wisdom, 
will be pleased to maintain and piVscrxc in- 
Ti.oi^te those laws, which experience has 
proved to be the best safeguards of our na¬ 
tional happiness and securiiy, and under Di¬ 
vine providence, the firmest support ot the 
title of our beloved monarch and his august 
faifiily to th’t^rhrone of this united King¬ 
dom.**—Ordered to lie upon the table.—— 
I/>id Folkesfone prcH’nte d a ncii tion from 
AX '’m.prake. selling forth, “ That ihe^pe- 
titioner, to his extreme grief and mortifica- 
tibn, w'as di dared hy the house to have been 
guilty of wilful falsehood* and gross pi’e 
varication^ iA ihe eviclfwc giveij hy him 
bffofe the* jiouse, on a Petition of James 
Pauil, esq relative to the Wesimin 
•ter elcctidiP,^ and was ther upon by llie 
order^ of the house, on the iSth of March 
committed tb^Xew'gate, where he has^^ver 
since rcrodin»*ij^ and that it appeart, from 
VeturuS'nyi^e to the house, that ibe petition¬ 
er ior many years served in his majesty's na- 
• vyr^'and was wounded In such serxice, so as 
tb occasion the loss of fils leg, pnd that thp 
petitioner has a w'ife aq^ c ild, altogether 
dependant on him for^svppoit, who, iri 
^consequence bis impi loi'merf,* aie in 
great di-s^-tss; ynd ihq death of hts lather 
Lfiocebis inuirisonirent ha.s been pK^ctive 
!■ .of additional calamity to him ; ^nd im^,;he 
^>clitioner is most .sincerely sorrv 'at having 
, iiicdyred vhe displeasure of house, and 


intreats the ckraency.bf ^ bpose to be ex¬ 
tended towards liim and bis family, who, if 
his iinprUinraent should be continued, will 
be in a state truly deplorable ; and therefore 
playing, that the house will be pleased to 
take his situation into its consideration, and 
to order that he may be«discliarged from his 
confinement, 6r to grant to bmi such other 
relit f as in its hun.anity it shall think fit/* 
—The peiiiion^baxing been read, theSpeak- 
er said it was hii duly to call the attention 
of thj' litiLise to the substance of this petition. 
It had been hr.hcrto customary when per¬ 
sons committed under such circumstances as 
those in w'hicliihe petitioner &tood, solici¬ 
ted from that h\use^g,J‘^*xerc!se of its bene¬ 
volent c in llieir f.^vour, nvg;^lering their li¬ 
beration, that (hey shnuj^at least ct.>iriess the 
crime for which they committed, 

thereby acknowledgiifg the jiisiire of the 
sentence, and expressing tlieir contrition. 
Hut the petition just now read contained no 
^ach acknowledgment—The petition was 
allowed to remain on the table, without any 
furiKer obsen*:ition. 

[CuANCi: ov Administration.] Mr. 
Braftd ro%G lor the purpose of bringing for- 
w'aid his promi.sed motion, and addies^ed the 
house as toilows :—I rise, sir, to submit to 
the house a few* observations on a subject of 
gre. 1 t Rational importance, and involving in 
it (questions ot'ihe most scMious constitutional 
consideration. And in doing so, sir, h can¬ 
not help cxpiessing my siiuere rcgict that a 
duly of such ruoment had not devolved upon 
Kfvme nicmUT more competent to d% l“.t4.ge 
it than the humble individual who. in his 
zeal for the constitution, was heedless of the 
diificuUie.s his inferiority must in such an 
undertaking have to contend agaiinst. But, 
sir, however inadequate 1 may prove, I*’ 
have to conjure the house not to attribute the 
feebleness of the advocate to the weakness 
of the cause, hut rather be disposed tp con¬ 
clude that, as a bcovming sense of liie great- 
fless of t!»e question an4 of the tribunal fills 
me with ^jsmay, so sli^ld the in^lulgencc 
of this house contribute to remove it. Sir, 

] cc)u|d have wished to hnvc' staid those 
foul calumnies that presumed with equal ig- 
norante and malice to prejudge and to con¬ 
demn |hc motives that influenced the con¬ 
duct pf Ills maje.sty’s laV* servants, so far as 
that conduct related to the unfortunate mis¬ 
understanding Ihat led to (heir disniissal i 
ar.d this, sir, pot upon the principle of pre¬ 
ferring any one minisiiy, i>r of adhering tQ 
.tnv one party, but upon the great and uu'^ 
shaken cunv fcLion, that the unrestricted ptp'* 



2S5] yARL. Crf6 


the public mind, and thus to assail political men/wno muy imuemuou ine puonr gooi, 
integrity in iis very source: tor they have who were loyal to their king, «nd ju-j to 
but empty notions of our greatness as a peo their country, could no^ listen for a moAent 
pie, who do not understand that public vir to any pledge that v^ni to restrain lhei!r'“"* 
tue is national secutfty. I repeat, therefore, from offering su^h udvice as they from time 
sir, that I wish sufch slanders nad been staid, to tipie might in*their consciences ihinR it 
at least until the ingenuous, manly, and lii ^u'cessary to pr! 9 pose. lUu sucli men were 
minous statement of the nofii lord (Howick) not to be coiri^red vitfi those polilicil 
had gone abroad, and rentlered ihcms con- adventurers who,V in their eager pursuit of 
teminible and harmless. Sir, that statement power and emolunieiU, were not ashamed, . 
enabled me to form a clear and satisfactory vs^hile they jdedged tl^cin-.eh*es to the crown, 
opinion of the conduct of the late ministers, to protfei thv'ir mvalid scoTirityio a deluded'*'^ 
immediately previous to theifcdepnrrnrc from people. Sir, upon flie respdhsibiliiy of ilie 
power ; and, as^l (juestion upon king’s serv’anis there can be,-in the house, 

that part of ihetf.fcnductls involving great but one opinion, and though I do not at all 
consiitui^cnl prirbiples, h have foregone ! tliink it necessary to obtrude longer upon 
my originaHirro'itiontif going at large into iyour valuable time, by attempt+ng-‘ to 
the general merits'**of their administration ; demonstrate constiuuwjn .U principles that 
and shall confine myself to a brief conside- may he so justly tertm^ axiomatic 5 yet, 
ration of that conduct Which has been ihj when I consider how intimately the sacred 
subject of so much discussion, and to the dmy of a privy OHitiseiior is involved in the 
principles by which it appears to have present question, I caiiuot iib!.tain, taking it 

regulated. I presume then, sir, 1 will not in this point of vit■w^ Irom submitting to 
be thought to have staled a very harardous you one further observation, I’he duty of 
proposition, when I assert, that if llui law a privy ctymsellor, ds stated by l^rd Coke, » 

,has taken responsibility from the executive, requires him to advise " generaUy in 
it has secured the people by attaching that all things that m.^ he to the king’.s honour * 
responsibility to the servants of the crown and behoof, and to tlie good of im 
Independent then of ail constitutional ^'onsi- realms, lordships and subjects, without 
<lcrjtions, 1 would ask, is it consistent ullh partiality or exception of persons, not 
comilfbn sense or commobjusuee to exact a leaving or eschewing^ to do^fi»r affccfitJn, 
written pledgc^restrictive of the frt'e exercise love, nie«3, doubt, or dread of' any 
of judgnienr, from those men who are alone person or persons.” Tliis, sir, in my 
to iSPffSponsiblc ? Is it reasonable to expect hand)le bpiiiH;i»', brings tl;e question within ‘ 
that men should pledge Ihemselvesto act coti- the narrowest compass. Could the late 
irary to the dictates t>f their own judgment, ministers, consistently w iih the cwiih they 
when they only can sulFcr and be punished hath takm as pr'^y counsellors, have s«b- 
for that conduct of which iliey disaf»prove ? scribed the pledge requiicd of them*? Here. 

TBut sir,-wbcii considereil m a consiitiUioual then, sir, •will 1 leate it to the^joust?! } 
point of view, ihe*qucsium is only less shall ncK now enter into a lidlatl of the 
abiiurd, because it is more alarming. Jfthe convluct of tli^ late administr.iiion; in my 
crown U not respoinible, and if the servants review of it, 1 find nothing id censure^ and 
ofthecrown are allowed ta^ledgethcinseli*e% much to applaud. It is ijut Ibr'ine, str, to 
to the executive, ^hat bIH'Oines of that remifld ^his house of their sdrvksfs; it ie 
responsibiliiy which m in iUelf thy lft*st pre- not for me to tell this lKnisen{a?Vlwt admi* • 
servative of the constitution. If the king ni.slratioii, in the hour of their dihmr»f.al, 
is not respoU'fiblc hy law, and his ministers possessed the entire confidence of parliamdli. •. 
are not rcspon.'.ible by virtue of ceitaiti ini- I have now, sir, only’to thank the house* 
tiatoi^ pledges, 1 w'ould ask, where is the fur their indulgence, and to nwve '* That 
people’s security against the evils of bad iuis contrary lo ihc first duties of IhecfMifi- 
go ernnient? tar bb it fi'oni me to question'identiai servants ci'ovxT.',‘to restraia '* 

the exercise of the prerogative; the kifg j themselwis by any pledge expresN^d or if3- 
has an undoubted right to iipiKHiit his own ! plied, fr^ offering fo tlie King any advice* . 
servants, to select his own coanseliors. to i whiclL->imc course of eircum^iawces 


servants, to select his own coanseliors, to , whidyimc course of eircumMawces may 
advance his mini.sters to dtgriities, or to dis-' rendfr necgssiiy for the w'clfjre and iieciirify 
fr\js.sthem from his st?rvice—but 1 maintain of any part of h’s lu.ijfbU’s 
^ dial the king has not a right to. restrict Uie piro.'* , ^ 


i 
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bitruy monar^. int yr|»t mrety did the 
country poucM, that thic duty would be ho¬ 
nestly plrform^ by tho«e men who coold 
restrain themselves 1^ a pledge to withhold 
their advice from his majesty* upon any pc* 
casion. however important or indispenxable 
to the security of his majesty's dominions } 
What security had the country against such 
men giving their sovereign the worst advice* 
or how couldfihe people be secure of their 
liberies, undei the government pf men* 
who, for the sake of possessing power, could 
violate their duty to their sovereign, break 
their oaths as privy councillors, and risk their 
responsibility|a8 ministers? By such men* 
mischievous miaht be advised* 

which the wisd^'n of paU^-ient could never 
repair; indeedv neitherp^ilian^.v;rnor the 
country could place any rcljanCe on men who 
could pledge themselves -^o withhold the sa¬ 
lutary advice from their sovereign, which 
they were bound by their oaths and their du- 
pties, in all cases to give Sir Edward Coke 
i*had said, that, in the quaint language ot the 
titnes, it was the wish of one of the greatest 
tyrants that had ever sat upon the throne of 
England, Henry VlII. that his privy coun¬ 
cillors should leave all simulation and dissi¬ 
mulation at the porter's lodge, when they 
came to council. In his remark upon this, 
he had said* that the truth and the whole 
tmth alone should reacb^ the royal ear. But 
what was to be the security of the people of 
this country, if the doctrines now broached 
should be established ? The country and the 
parliament might say to themselves^ diAi his 
majesty's ministers were ciriy'ng on their 
measures for reasons known to them, but 
which they could not divulge consistently 
with their oaths as privy councillors What* 
however, would be the fact? Ministei^ 
might be doing that Which they knew to be 
wrong, and omitting that which they knew 
to be right, because, by their pledge, they 
would have tied^'up their hands and their 


Mr, Loirrf^ rose tfiLsecond the motion of 
bis bon. fri/ud, from which at nh time could 
be refuse to withhold his support; but^which 
at the present moment be thought a question 
of (vital importance to the constitution ; and 
lad his speech eveif^een leiiS clear, eloquent, 
and satisfacUir)', he (Ms. E.) should not 
beve ventured to obtrudevat length upon the 
indulgence of the house; for though the 
subject was of the first n^gnitude, yet he 
thought the spirit of the j|uesiion hiy within 
a very narrow compass The rAimours of an 
intended change of administration, and which 
^ao much ag^tateef the publiq mind* he for one 
most deeply lamented to hnd realized; more 
especially as their dismissal was said to be in 
consequence of their declining to abdicate a 
right, or rather a duty, so important as that 
of adwsing their sovereign in all public mat 
ters to the best gf tl\eir judgment and coni 
sciences. He Was seriously conq^rned to see 
removed from the councils of their sovereign, 
the men who were such able props to the 
constitution, at a moment when their ser¬ 
vices ^ere so necessary r and he thought 
that the house would be w'anting to its own 
dignity, if it deferred to express Jts opinion 
upoi^ such a subject. He was glad, how* 
ever* that the period qf adjournment gave 
the house time to reflect calmly and delibe¬ 
rately upon the subject; to impress them 
with the necessity of adopting some resolu¬ 
tion* expresshw of their sentiments; and be 
therefore tribted* (he one now proposed by 
his hon. friend, w'ould be carried by a larger 
majority, and be adopted iiMwnorc decided 
manner, than any question which had ever 
been brought before that house. The con- 
•titution of this realm required that ihel(ing, 
in exercisiqg the fiuictions of government, 
should ta(:e the advtceK)f the two^reat coun¬ 
cils of thefnation, the hoascs of lords and 
commons. But the slow progress as well as 
publicity of'their deliberations would, in 
mady instances, destroy that recrecy, and 


interfere with ttiat promptitude and dis-f tongues, and not be#in possession of the 
patch, w'oTttn necessary to the success of j means of fulfilling therduty, or complying 
tlie injures of the government. It had with their oaths. On this ground he sup- 


been adopted a.s a principle coeval with the 
«coDStitqtion, that the right and duty of both 
houses to advice the sovereign, might be de¬ 
puted to a selection from the members ,of 
both housesr*chosen B/his majesty as his 
privy councillors, by whose adyice*every act 
*uf the' goverfimeut'Was suppQMd to be 
guided ; ^id thus, as fir as was plu^le in 
a human institution, to give I'j therr^b' go-' 
vernment of England all /.he advantages of 
•ea‘ecy\^ dispatch which belong,to an ar« 

•/ I - . . ■ 


ported the resolution. If such a doctrine as 
that of the pledge tequired were to be allow- 
eef to pass, or to be sanctioned, the ccA'istitu- 
tion would be at an end. Ministers might 
be men of raflk and tdeutS) but by signing 
Bpeh a pledge^ they would resign their duty 
as honest counsellors of the crown; and U 
'the house were to sit silent on such a ques¬ 
tion, ft would abandon that constitution 
which it was its pride, its duty, and its gldiy 
to maintain* to preserve* and to defend. 
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General Craufurd sai^, 1 rise, sir, with 
all that diffidence which a peraomnaturally 
feels when be offers himself for the first 
time to the notice of so august an assem¬ 
bly as tbis, and that diffidence is extremely 
increased by a couaciousness of my inabi¬ 
lity to do justice to a subje^ of such im¬ 
portance as that now before the house. 
But, sir, on this most moizfbatous occasion, 
it is impossible for me to gi^e a silent^ote; 
and I am particularly desirous of explaining 
the motives which lead me now to differ 
from his majesty’s lath ministers with 
whom 1 used to'act, and foiynaiiy of whom 
I have long entert^'M44j^highest respect 
and esteem. ^.Aatter i^'self, therefore, 
sir, tbdtKlshalf^cx>perience^at indulgence 
winch the hblis*^ is in|the habit of extend¬ 
ing with so tnuL^ liberality to new speak¬ 
ers, and 1 will make tbe only return in 
my power, by trespassing as little on thei;; 
time as possible. The present motion, sir^ 
differs most widely from the notice ^hat 
was given of it, and it contains an abstract 
proposition which cannot be discussed to { 
any useful purpose, separately from its ap-1 
• plication ; it has arisen immediately out of 
the late change in his majesty's councils. ^ 
Though quite abstract in a|>pearaiiue, it 
has undoubtedly a retrospective vfhw in i 
this instance, and* we inust take it buck to: 
its source, and couple it with tlie causes that 
led to tlie removal of liis majesty’s late 
mitiis^^rs from office, before wo can pro. 
perly entertain the discussion; we must 
not be led away by an abstract theory from 
the real, though disguised object of the 
present motion. It is not my intention, 
•sir, to enter upon the catholic question in 
general. 1 feel myi^lf quite unequal to 
the discussion of a subjft:t of such magni¬ 
tude; 1 leave it therefore, in the hands of 
those who are fur more able to do justice 
to it, and duly to apgreciat^irs merits than* 
1 am, and I shall cog^ine myself ^g:ictly to 
the motion before tbe bouse, and to the 
consideration of that part of the conduct 
of his majesty's late ministers, which im- 
luedimely occasioned their removal frbni 
office, and, which 1 hold to be so closely 
connected witb*that»muuour as not to ad¬ 
mit of separation. Before 1 enter upon 
this consideration, 1 must leave, sir, to 
make one or two preliminary observations* 
from which 1 tliink there can be but few 
dissentient voices; namely, that adverting 
,tq tbe deep-rooted and most conscientious 
scruples which have been long knov^i to 
exist in the royal miud, with respect to the 
Vot. IX. • * 


removal of those‘disabilities t^ which tire 
Roman catholics are now subject; scruples, 
that ^ave the most religious, and 1 must 
say, the most constitutional foutdation, 
because they arise frofti the most sacred^, 
doubts, as well ras t<f tbe admissibility, in 
a religious senses of giving such exten¬ 
sive latitude ta the coronation oath, as ia 
a political sense, of deviating so widely 
from the fundamental principles of the con* 
stitutioivatui from doubts too of the'expe¬ 
diency of the measure, in immediate rela¬ 
tion to the welfars an^iberties of the empire . 
in general, for wbiclrhU majesty has, invari¬ 
ably, during the course of a very long reign, 
evinced the utmost paternal solicitude. 
Adverting, 1 say, to these circumstances, 
^the subject of removing catholic disabili¬ 
ties, never, in iny opinion, should be brought 
before bis majesty witbout*tbe most indis¬ 
pensable necessity; an urgency so irresisti¬ 
ble as absolutely to involve the safety of 
tlie empire. My next observation, sir, is, 
that in tbe supposition of such an ^treme 
case, when it might appear quite indispen¬ 
sable to submit the s*ubject to his niajesty*s 
coiisideruliuu, it behoves those who* may 
then be the advisees of the crown, to take 
the utmost pains to explain ■ tbe matter 
most fully, to place it in all its views, to 
shew all its bearings and possible conse¬ 
quences, and to provoRe suci^ a delibei^- 
cion upon it in the royal mind, as entirely 
to obviate the possibility of misconception, 
to ntake it clear beyond all possibility of 
doubt, that the king is compietel}’ aware 
of the full extent of the measure to whicb 
his Consent is asked ; and afterward^, if any 
unforeseen circumstances arise,*t(^ make an 
extension of tbe originally proposed mea» 
sure necebsar^^ another discussion and ex- 
I planatiou equally ample and gccurate, and 
I detailed w]|h the first, should }>e resorted 
to, iu order must carefully to prevent any 
inisundeTstanding from tbu**^ variation. 
IVoni the principles arising out >pf these 
observations, 1 think there can scarcely Jbe 
any dissent, and I shajl now proceed to, 
examine how .far his majesty's late* minis¬ 
ters have been gowemed by them, as 
strictly as I think llfey ought to have been. 
His majesty's late ministers, sir, inform as 
that tliejr considered 4t, aft^ matilre deU% 
beration^ to be absolutely uecesfary to do 
somAniiig ineorder to allay the fermenta^ • 
tion \ihich appeared to exist in the miuia 
of the ^iah Roman catholics ^^hd the^ 
determined, in eftwa m uence^ o reqqjpsc 
ihat^iis majesty would mloijrthem to pro- 
U 
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pose to parCianient the extension of the %voi()ing this dispatch tbao any other, so 
pruvsions of the Irish act of ]79*'^ t(\ the that it nAght admit of only one possible 
rest of the empire, and thus to make that loterpretutiuii. It was their bounden duty 
law 111 Kngland, whjrh at present is law in to take care that the dispatch kept ex* 
4lelaiid. Much has Jieen said, of the actly within the limits of his majesty's con- 
injustice, the uh&urdity, life grear mconve- sent. 'I'his for the mdbt obvious reason, 
nidnee und mischief of uHowin^ that ano* any fiiiKinierpretatioii of it being pregnant 
‘ loaly to continue, which aristas from th(; with consequences so much to be depreca* 
act of 179 ^ ndt having operation beyond ted. l>iii, sir,^iistead of this, it seems that 
the lipiits of Ireland. ^l>ut, sir, in my the (expression of laying open ** all com- 
opinion, this is miicli more ‘ s]fbculative missions whatever," was made use of. 
than real, much more theoretical than prac- This was ccitainly not illustrative of the 
No casd appears t(f me tu have been provisions of th^ act of 1798, to which 
clearly made, out, of %iu-h inconvenience alone the kii>gmad consented ; find how to 
'Uid mischief, though this direful, teirilic account for sotL'^^S^ w-^bv^curacy being 
anomidy has so long existed ; therefore, connniited by #!ich abfc^en, by^men so 
1 think the correction ()f it nut erf so versed in huBlSess, 1 must to the 

nuch^uiportance as has been reprebcntrd« hotiac to determine f I The next 

His majesty's* late inini&leis, however, sie}> we conic to is, the noble viscount’s 
thought otherwise, and acted*upon that notice of a motion for leave to add some 
opinion. After much discussion, Ins tna> .cIhusis to the mutiny bill. In the wordingof 
jesty \va$ at last prevailed upon to give tiis ,1 Ins not ce, we find the expression laying open 
reluctant assent to the proposed nieasurr. ** ((. rtHin rominissions." This expression 
It is iiOt denied that the consent was post- is, .sir, in exact conformity to the bill of 
live; but it is eqipdly certain that it 17 p:>, and conbotiueutly to his majesty’s 
vas most reluctant. Xow, Sir, whence cohbiMit, biu rlilliiTs totally from the dispateb 
, did'this reluctance arise? rndoubtcdly above allude.i to, though that dispatch* 
not from any dibinclinaVion on the part ot ought to h.ive been literally expressive of 
his majesty to dispense ju^^ticc throughout ibc lyng’s con<>ctit to bis minibiers propo- 
this empire, with the inost extended, most | to ilii'. house that the Irish bill of 179*'^ 
^beral, uud most impartial Inind. ccrtaiiil> ''lu uUt haw iorruof latv in the n^skot the 
not from any want of paternal^folicitude ot empire. 'J'he king’s consent w*ent 110 fur. 
the teuderest nature for the universal wcl- iher ; ihc dispatch went a*^great deal fnr- 
fare, prosperity, iraiiquillilv, and ha[^iness tliei ; the one was limited, ihe <ilM" 
of his subjects. The whole of his niHjesty’A init(?d. When tins dispatch was read to 
.most benignant reign, from the first honrol the comniittee of Irish catholicH, in Dub* 
it to the present, has been one great ^iiiin- hn, they n-iiurally caught hold of the ex- 
teiTupiedjiroof of the contrary. But, sir, 1 prcsirion, “ all commissions whatever," 
conceiw^ this reluctance chitidy to have) wlncliproduced theunly etVeciit could pro* 

* arisen from a conviction that ihe measure dnee, namely, their'^dlbiug at once in their 
was not necessary, us tlia inconvenience imndb ilie most banguineexpectations. But 
arising from the anomaly was much more still, sir, Mich was tiicir astonishment at the* 
speculative tb^i real, and Hhat inlinit^ king’s having a^once given up the opinions 
practical tnischief might probably ensue and prinnpiee of hb, whole life, which had 
from ^ifStitig the question of the catholic hithetVo appeared ^ be too firmly fixed 
disabilities at all, becau.*ie it might give rise evirr to be eradicated or shaken ; so asto* 
.to pretensions and claims which his niu- iiished were tiiey at this sweeping removal 
jesty would find ibhis indispensable con- of such an important and extensive por- 
atitutional duty to resist. ' This reluctant tion of their disabilities, that tbe^ coukl 
consent beilig obtained, the next step^vas hardly believe it, though the expression 
to send Is dispatch &n the subject, to the seemed only to adfliit of one interpreU- 
*lord lieutenant of Ireland. NoWjCir, if there f ion, and thqy signify their wisli for a further 
can exis^ one erse which, above all others^ explaDation,fromtlielordlieutenaQt.Acom- 
reqoirettbat the utmost pains ^h^ld be inunication to this effect arrives from the 
taken to make the commudicQtion relative lord lieutenant, lliis communication, with 
ftr it dear, explicit, and unequivocal be- the draft of a dispatch in answer, admiliing 
yond A^possibiJity misconstruction, it that interpretation of the foilmer dispatch^ 
I f!:ertaiD]ypresent. I say, &(r, that which wasputuponitbytheCatholica^issant 
it be^ved ministt rs to b« monf cartful in^ down to his majestyait Windsor by an ordi* 


t 
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narymcwenger.withoutanygreatpains, I U i- steadily adhered fo, would at once be done 
derttand, being taken to draw itie royal ui* ? Or did ministers think tliat a tBira- 

teiition to tlie novelty of tlie case ; in cle had been worked upon the royal mind 
abort, with just as little cerem<juy as if it in their favour f Most certainly they could, 
were an ordinary dispatch to a foreign nii- not Attribute this wonderful change to th^, 
nister. Now, sir, as a new case had arisen effect of their wisdom*in argument, or the 
entirely diflFerent from the Tormor, did it influence oi* their fjersuasive eloquence, for 
not behove his majesty's niini4ter& immedi- jt does not appear that, upon this most 
ately to bring on the nfoat unequivocal important occasion, they had taken much 
explanation ? Dili it not ttehove tht^ to pains to exert either. Would it not then 
state to the king that it was quite another have beau .wise, assiyedly it would have 
thing to which his consent was now re- been more decorous to have delayed send- 
quired ? That he hadS^ itinally arce- mg the dispatch Jto I^lancf till an opportu- 
ded to a limited, removal (XAslraints, but miy occurred of ha^ng an audience of his 
that this went Jlo one? If it majesty, when a verbal explanation on tlie 

were judged ^.i^ssary in the lirst in- subject might take place? But, no, sir, tho 
etancCf'Vf J Imderstaiid to send dispatcli is sent away immediately. His 

a cabinet luiiusler 4) explam^ie sub- ^najesty comes to l^ondon very soow, and 
ject to the king, was it not ie .11 tnousaiid »t the first interview .withw his ministera^ 
times more necessary to do so now ? At npon the nfiture of the intended bill being 
first, his majesty was only asked to agree, explained to him, he gives the measure bis 
to that l>emg law in t'ligland which had^ most decided disapprobation. But, says 
long been so in Ireland ; hut the new pr«po- tlie noble viscount, 1 did not understand 
eul was to make that law now, which had this disapprobation as a refusal of consent, at 
never been so before m any part of the least not as amounting to a retractation of 
empire. The first went to laying open to the original consent f No! most certainly 
•tlie Catholics commissions from the tank ot not a retractation of the original concent. ^ 
colonel downwards; this, to placing them His majesty has too just a value for hia 
in the command of arniioc. But, sir, personal honour, and that of the crown, 
though the personal interccii'iiou, umT v^r- not to adhere most strictly to his word, 
bal eigplanation atfti dibc^bbion of a cabinet But to what was this oj*igiiial consent ffi- 
minister was judged neces«ury in the case of ven ? Wusj^tnot to the correction of iue 
minor import&nce, a written durument, Hiioinuly arising out of the biU of 179^ not 
comniou mesbciign*, was thought having operation in the rest of the empire, 
fiulficieni, when the superior unportaiice of and to that alone ? Had his majesty ever 
ttie case was tH?ynnd tlie reach of coinpa- cut.sented to this new measure? Certainl][ 
rUon. This dispatcii is returned Irom not; and of course it does not require 
Windsor without any coinmeut. What mucti turce of ar^ment to prove, that no 
wvas the natural inference from this circum- rctractatioquf consent can take ^Uce wUgre 
stance ? Was it not tlsat either his majesty no consent has been given. Hts majesty* 
didnotcxactly seethee.xtetitof thenieubure, bud agreed to jnake the provisions of the 
or that he reserved his objections for a act ol 17^3 common to the wliole empire, 
personal interview with*hts ministers ? To this he adheres; but lyioii the uev^bill 
Could it rationally suppfised, when so ^ipeiiiag the command of armies and fleets 
much difficulty had ||sen found lusibtani- to the Catholics, he pronouacds his most | 
ing his majesty's consent to the originai li- decided disapprobation. By what rule the 
mited measure, to the mere curreetiou of consent obtained to the original measum 
a legal anomaly, that upon so slight an can be made to apply‘to the iieiy one, « 
explaltution the king would at once eivc up which is so totally different, I cannot coo* 
those scruples, which 1 have before'stated ce^ve. It was reserted for ttie n6ble vis- 
to have such a saefed aiid'coiistituttunal count to discover thbf disapprobation means 
foundation? That he would i^t once agr<|' consent, ^nd. that the expression^ of all 
to such an extensive diminution of the commissions whatevei*, means certain com-• 
.Catholics'disabilities, though he had always' missions. Fur him it was reserved fo asstmi- 
beld it unwise to do so in a political sensr, late iffings^aAtill now were considered as * 
impossible to do so in a religious so dissimilar, to*approacli almost to file 
^'^ense ? Cotfld it ratiuDally be supposed that character* of synon^ious, tenusMiich till 
the distinction between religious toleration now have appeared sh*op!;iym;^^AVell, slr,^ 
and political power, which the king hod so the 4pblo viscount armed wA this disap* ' 
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proving consent, brings this famous bill 
intd ibe house ; and his majesty, a i'ev^ Hays 
afterwards, Ending that, notwithstanding 
the pains he took to express his unequivo* 
^ul disapprobation ^of the intended new 
measure, this disapproUation, by a most 
strained construction, bad been taken to 
mean consent, is reduced to the disagree- 
able necessity stating positively to his 
ministers, that if they do nut cease to coun¬ 
tenance this bill w'uch goes to db away in 
so great an extent one of the leading funda- 
•> mental priticrples of our constitution, to 
which he never had Consented, and never 
can consent, he will be under the painful 
necessity of desiring them to retire from 
his service.—I'be king, 1 am quite convin¬ 
ced, did not attempt upon this ocrasionci 
nor evi l* has li^ attempted on any other, to 
exert his influence over his ihiuisters, in 
their individual capacity as members of 
parliament. His majesty has tovi accurate 
a knowledge of the British constitution, 
and i»too taitbful a guardian of it, to at¬ 
tempt any such tliiqg. No, sir, he only 
said, you must cither \vithdrH\sryour coim- 
tentfiice from the bill, or your&elves from 
your offices. The miihsters upon this de- 
terinine to withdraw the bill; and here the 
matter might have rested. For, noiwith- 
smndirig tjiat the )^ing had so much reason 
to be dissaliafieci with the co^iuct of his 
niitiistcj*8 in*bringing forward a measure of 
this nature, without his consent to being 
irost unequivocally obtained; stilt, «ir, the 
,king was de^irnus of rcliiining them in 
office; and here, 1 say, the matter ^ighi 
have «restfed. But no/ sir! the ministers 
])Sopose«tRetr sovereign stipulations, which 
'it was infpossible for him constitutioiiHlIy 
to consent to. Yes, sir; I do insist upon 
H, and I w>]l prove it by argument, that 
thA soveMugii of this empiie could nu( 
consent td these stipulations, w^itlf a due 
regard tiT the principles of our constitu¬ 
tion. I'hat part of the stipulations, which 
went to reserving to ministers a right uf 
' giving generally ‘such advice to his ma¬ 
jesty as tiie circumstances of the em¬ 
pire niiglifTippcar t6 them from tim& to 
time to justify and t&*deinand,, was quite 
*uiiiiecpj‘sary ^at least, because their right 
% as pnv^ counsellors, and as the confi-. 
den id* advisers of the crown, remain¬ 
ed unimpaired: it remaitft'd^just as per- 
fh :t as before they cbusenied to with- 
ilr.iw support j^om the bill. What 

« ^K>d purpbM«,ilk$tri could ^ucli a stipula¬ 
tion uuswer> It only went to thb cotistitu- 


l*onal right of giving thdr advice as long 
as they femained in office, and that had 
never been disputed. Therefore, sir, I 
must always think this part of the 
condition attempted to be imposed, quite 
nugatory and vexatious. But now w® 
come to a jiart, sir, to which 1 must beg 
to call the trhole, undivided attention of 
the house. ^Sley proceed to stipulate that 
theysmuy have*a riglit, whilst acting as the 
ministers of the crown, to go to parliament 
clothed with all the consequence, conside¬ 
ration, and ijitUifnce naturally arising from 
their official ^iwation^and support, by their 
speeches, a meak|!^nf^Kinst'i}vhich they kiiotv 
that their BO\'fifeign ba^9^ most decided 
objection. .-JtoC an objecticy^-HJghtly or 
hastily Saken up, bif. oiip formed upon the 
most mature deliberation, and after having 
heard the subject discusbed before him for 
years by the most able men, and after it 
bad fiequently undergone the most ample 
and elaborate investigation in both houses 
of parliament. This stipulation, I must 
say, sir, was most unconstitutional: it 
struck immediately at that very important 
precaution against the too frequent exer-* 
cise of that part of ihe royal prerogative 
whic^ oughr, for the most obvious reasons, 
W be as rare as possible, namely, the nega. 
live ol the crown upoA a ineasurtt which 
liad rccei\ed the sanction of both houses <d 
parliament 'I'his precaution J consider, sir, 
as arising from a most wise practi«iii«w*.*;fii 
has generally obuimed ever since our pre¬ 
sent constitution took a settled form, of 
the ministers of the crown not supimrling 
in parliament a measure, to which, after 
repealed discussions of the subject bad 
taken place iii parliatneiit, and in that com¬ 
mittee of the privy council called the cabi¬ 
net, they know the crown to have the most 
insuperable objbciions. Now, sir, though 
tins IS not a written part, still it has become 
by prflticriplion, an^cercainly from every 
possible consideration it deserves to be as 
much an inherent principle'of our consti¬ 
tution, us any other, and it is absolutely 
necessary cowards rendering extremely 
rare, if not entirely obviating, those con¬ 
tentions between the*CroWti and the parlia- 
(meiit sa mu^h to be deprecated, as pregnant 
with the most serious danger to the welfare, 
happiness, and liberties of the empire. 
His majesty, sir, as a faithful guardian of 
our admirable constitution in all its 
rity, which he has ever shewn Himself to 
ami acting up to that anxious solicitude for 
the rights ol his subjects, which on every 
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opportunity ^0 has invariably evinced, I do. 
insist upon It, could not possibly ccyisent to 
this most unconstitutional stipul^ion. 1 
have been quite astonished to see it ad¬ 
vanced in support of this condition, that 
upon many other occasions the ministers 
of the crown still retaining th<nef situations, 
have acted as individual menmrs of par¬ 
liament in abetting great %i|f] important 
measures, that were not irttraduced jtito 
the house with the implied assent of the 
crown, aud to see the instanced of the ques- 
tioD|ot parliamentary refof^aVd the slave- 
trade adduced, to maintaiiiVAs argument. 
Now, sir, can any memthis house, 
or any man in ^ ‘^orld, sdrio Jsly say, that 
those tw'Ty4:^pief^nd the prar^^are analo¬ 
gous? The analogy at is so^Ri^ant as 
not to be adinissihfe in support of miy ar¬ 
gument attempted to be ibunded upon it. 
'Jo those questions, sir, 1 never heard that 
his majesty had expressed his decided dis¬ 
approbation, Indeed 1 do not at all ki^w 
exactly how Ills majesty felt disposed upon 
them ; but of this i am convinced, that his 
objections against them, if any, were never 
•so strong us not to be got over by the ad¬ 
vice of his parliament, and that the royal 
negative would never have been resorted 
Co upon those two subjects. This, t be- 
licve, ^was generally ujiderstood. But 
w'liat was the case in this present instance ? 
ifere was a measure proposed of the very 
Siml^st importance, not merely correcting 
a supposed detect, leaving the principle 
entire, but tearing up by the root a funda¬ 
mental principle of the constitution; a 
measure, too, against which, as 1 have fre- 
•|ueiitly said before, the'erown was known 
to have so decided aa objection, taken up 
on the most deliberate ^consideration ot 
the subject for years, that it was morally 
certain the royal negative should be applied 
to it if It should pa^ bothj^oiises of par¬ 
liament, If this doq^ot mark tlie^ildest 
distinction, I do not -know what that term 
means. Almost upon every possible occa¬ 
sion, 1 am persuaded, that his majesty 
wouM sacrifice his own opinion to that*of 
both houses of parliament deliberately ex¬ 
pressed : but 4ber» are certain subjects 
which, more particularly than others, in¬ 
volve the great leading fundamental prin¬ 
ciples of the constitution. On these tbd 
crown is bound to exercise its own judge- 
i4oot, and support its own opinion, not 
ICashly, but with due examination of the 
subject and mature reflection; eveq if 
this opinion abould he contrary to that of 


both housesfof parliament; otherwise, that 
essential branch of the legislature wuwld 
be iir^lectful of tlie fllst duty which it 
owes to the country, namely, that of lup- 
porting the constilutiuu^o the best of its 
judgement. The jcrovi% would become a 
cypher, a m^re dei|d letter of the constit^ 
tion, and our legislature would no longer 
consist of king, lords, aoc^ommons; but 
lords and commons only,* And further, if 
thecoufidautial and responsible servants of 
the crown entertain a* different opinion 
from the crown pn these •supposed occa¬ 
sions, it never can be held that the crown 
is obliged to subscribe to their advice, 
otherwise the ministers would be a branch 
of thp legislature, and not the crown; the 
crown would be a mere pageant, politically 
defunct. 1 must here qbserye, sir, that as 
ministers absolutely refused to withdraw 
the stipulation to which 1 have just allu¬ 
ded, the king would have acted unconsti¬ 
tutionally in retaining them in their situa- 
tioiis, because be could not have dqne so 
without signing a stipulation which one of 
the wisest principles* Of the constilutioa 
would not permit him to sign. The cpuiH 
ter-conditiun which is said to have been ' 
afterwards demanded by,bis majesty fronh 
his ministers,! must think, sir, was perfectly 
natural, and the immediate consequence of 
the conduct of those *roimsteflB. Tbeh* 
stipu]atioiis*gave rse to the otCer. It was 
certainly quite a natural feeling of the hu¬ 
man fliind to require security against the*,,, 
recurrence of such harassing, such afliiet- 
ing attacks, from which it was well knowaf 
lhatqio advantagecould arise to the coun« 
try, but quite the contrary, as thgy would 
beconstaucty reviving the agitatiqnofasub-* 
ject, w'hich if it cannot be agitated to any 
good purpose, bad much better, for the 
most ohvioys reasons, lie dorm^mt* But, 
^sir, admitting as I do that ministers could 
not bind themselves by the pledge required, 

I must ever think that his majesty could * 
not constitutionally admit of their stipula¬ 
tion, and consequently, that their refusal, ' 
to withdraw it could only terminate In their 
dismissal from oflice. HwipUhey with¬ 
drawn their demand upon the crown, the 
pledge tyby complained of would have beea 
withdrawn also; but«s they refusM to do, 
so, they were virtually their ovA dismis. 
sers.^' His mejesty, air, in the whole of 
this proceeding has displayed the gro^^t 
forbearayce, endeavouring by evepr metna 
in his power to obv!Srts^? he ne caefity of fe* 
moving his Ihte minister^be did no^ 
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re^rt to tbat extremity, untiUtbey made it 
quite impossible for him to act otherwise, 
consistently with any reaard for his Hx>nsti- 
tutioual duty. When I come to consider 
air, the conduct a>f his niajesty*8 late mi¬ 
nisters since their«rem(>vai from office, it 
does indeed asttmisb iqe more than I can 
express. This attempt, direct or indirect 
does not sigiqfv, it is equally an attempt. 
Therefore, 8ir,'>< repeat, this attempt to re¬ 
sist <be indisputable right of (he crown, 
this disclosure tft‘parliament of what till 
now was everoousidered as confined within 
the itisurniouniaUe^niirs of inviolable se¬ 
crecy, this arraigning, as it were, the sove¬ 
reign atthe bar ofparhament, to account fur 
his constitutional exercise of the royal pre- 
TOgayve, is, in my mind, as reprehensible 
a proceeding^ has occurred in this coun¬ 
try since the devolution; ancil must say, 
sir, that it meets with jny most unqualified 
condemnation. Hav ing now, si r, discussed* 
this most important subject with as much* 
accu^y as my humble abilities, and total 
want of experience in parliament, will ad- 
mitof my doing, andl amafratfl quite tired 
the^patienceof the house, J must express 
my decided opinion, that his majesty's lute 
ministers have not adhered so strictly to the 
principles which I premised, as 1 think 
they ought to have, dune; and though 1 
may lament, which I sincerely do, the ne¬ 
cessity thaf 1 am under of Bisapproving 
their conduct in this respect, as well us in 
many other particulars immediately con- 
neqted with their late proceedings, still, 
*8ir, however repugnant it may be to my 
leelings to difler from ^hose, for matiy of 
whom 1 fliave long entertained the most 
.uflfeign^ esteem, and it iS extremely 
painful, my duty is with me paramount to 
every other consideration * and were 1 to 
select the perlormance of it, I should 
forfeit tba\ selt^pprobatiun which ] valued 
above every^earthly good. In mking the 
part that I do, sir, 1 feel that I am consci¬ 
entiously discharging my duly as a member 
•f parlianient. 1 feel that I am actuated 
by a jOst sense of what 1 owje of patriotism 
to my oou{^fy, and qf loyalty to my king, 
without one beiug*diminished, or {be 
ptber uncoDstitution^ly exaggerated by 
that extreme 'person^ attachment which I 
' have eve> borne to the most benigu, tbe 
most pafernal, the best, ihe«nio8t patciotic* 
of sovereigns. I feel, sir, tbatl am stand¬ 
ing forward in defence of the due consti- 
ti^iunarci^rciseq^Shf prerogative of the 
Xrovin agaiMjEOrKt^pted iirvasipD, firhicb 


m 

if it were to prevail, might ultimately cause 
: our government to degenerate into a tyran¬ 
nical Oligarchy, or a Ihctious democracy, 
and wc might then bid adieu to that bless^ 
constitul^oii, the glory of England, and 
admiration of tbe w'^rld ; we might then 
bid adieu ^t(9 that enviable political exis¬ 
tence, whi^ is the honest pride, and forms 
the foundati^'lir of the conscious superiority 
of every Br'toii; we might then Ud adieu 
to tliat invaluable inheritance ha^ed down 
to us by sudi ancestors as no other people 
have to boasL^*; and we might'soon be 
fettered bylue galling despotism, or tos¬ 
sed in lhe^t^^tj*rous whirlwind of demo¬ 
cratic furyi trust.^sir, that wc shall 
avert such ^eAd evils, JfcJ ^hs^we shall 
prove ^'*tbe vote^of this night, that wc 
consider the crown as* now standing for¬ 
ward, in the most paternal, and most patrio¬ 
tic manner, to support the best rights of 
tbe subject, by upholding a main pillar of 
the constitution, the fall of which would in¬ 
volve the whole fabric in iudiscrimiuate 
ruin. It only remains for me, sir, to say, 
that 1 shall vote most heartily against the 
present motion; and 1 must make an amplv 
apology to the house for taking up so much 
of their time, which might have been 
mu(A better employed th;ui in hearing me. 
I*cannot sit down, sir,«witbout expressing 
the most grateful scnbc of the liberal in-> 
dulgcncc with which the hotise has been so 
good as to honour me. ^ i,- 

Mr. Ord, in the few words he had to 
say, should not follow the example of the 
hou. general, but should abstain from any 
discussion of tbe merits of the Catholic 
bill. Though he had supported that bilV 
he thought the consideration of it wholly 
irrelevant to tli^ present question. He 
was sorry his majesty's late ministers bad 
consented to wishdraw it, but that bill did 
not appear to Jiim to^liave any thing to do 
with ^eir rcinoval^froin office. It waa 
their refusal to give a pledge not to advise 
his majesty upon the sul^ect, that had 
caused their removal, and if they had 
signed that pledge, there was no disgrace 
and reproach which they would not have 
merited. Such a pledge would have made 
t^c king absolute, and removed the respon- 
nbility of hit ministers. He approv^ of 
the measures of the late ministers, and 
sincerely regretted their removal from of¬ 
fice. But that regret might perhaps fe 
lighter, if they had been succeeded bjET 
me^ of talents or abilities. But were not 
their successors tbe dregs of a dis^Rced 
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administration ? Were thej^ot the persons would suppose a plain and possible ^gsp . 
who hnd held the seals of office fcf a. few he wo^ld suppose that*, many ^ears ago, 
hours, on a former occasion, in tvir pos- some hon. gent, had moved an abstract re- 
session, and earned them back agJn in ac- solution, that in any to restrain the 
knowledgement of their own in^cility ? commerce of bis maje^y's subjects would 
He wished the houfie to conifer what be injurious to the country, and that it was 
mighCs^^ the ronsequence neir admi- (he duty of parliamfint to prevent such all 
ni irution in Ireland. Jf th» continued aUempt. Such a proposition would have 
• to act u)Hjn the principles *cS the system been good abstractedly co^dered, and yet 
upon which they had come*ii|, their nfea- hadnotthelegislaturereceatlyrestraine^land 


sures would lead to a separ 
two countries. Such wo^d ! 
sequences of the adminisnut 
who professed to come into ■ 
supporters ofVpnstitution.'-? 
of the crown^i^ the exi^i 
ments of "j^i^ffinrch and 


ion of the abolished oihe of the mosU^portant branches 
e the* con- of commerce ? No abstract proposition was 
more true, than ttiatjk was hfgbly criminal 
in subjects to take up arms against the so- 
rerogatives I vereign. But suppose that another king 
establish-1 James the Second were to arise, would they 
not be justified in doing so? Any unconsti- 


>11 of those 
[lice as the 


yiv^Wn^hrd-Kcene Expressed ?fli^egret tsitional measure of the king to residue po- 
to be forced to vote on the queslioh, but pery, wouldjustify what wdbld otherwise 
felt compelled to vote uguinst the motion, be unjustifiable. Supposing that the king 
because he thought it anioiiiited to an issue .might have ministers, who, by advising that 
between his majesty and his late ministers, .papists, acknowledging the power of a fo¬ 
nt the bar of that house. I'he Catholic kill reign potentate, should be admitted to the 
is wlmiiy irrelevant to the question; but highest offices of the state, shouRi ta- 
as it tiad been introduced into the dibcus- citly declare theimm^iate ancestors of the 
siou, he should say upon it, that though king usurpefs; surely in that case bisma- 
8ie was a friend to the most unlimited to- jesty would be perfectly right in requiiring 
leration, he would not consent to any grant from such ministers*a promise that such ad- 


of power to them. 


vice should not be repeated. 


Mr. Wharton objected to the motion qii Mr. Fawkes declared that, in his opinion, 
two grounds; the due, the words in which the question was simply•whether.or not we 
it was couched ; the other, the hue of ar- wereany loi^erto adhereto tb^British con- 
gument w'hich the hon. seconder had stitution. Under all the circumstances of the 
He could not compliment the hon. case, Jjie tbougbtthat his majesty’s ministers 
on bis discretion in intimating, had acted discreetly in withdrawing Ro-^ 

man Catholic bill; but he must at the nme 
time^say, thatin abandoniugtbebill, tliey nW > 
paid all the deference that was ^ue«to the | 
scruples ofsin augiist*personage,*to, whes^ 
feelings the hill was repugnant. *Had they* 
proceeded one step furtlier, had they signed 
any pledge for their future conduct, ^had 
they ceased ^or one momqpt to be the un- 


n. 
gent. 

that although ministers ought not to 
consider themselves as under the con- 
troul of the king, they ought to con- 
cider themselves as under the controul oi 
White Boys of Ireland. The hon. gent, by 
whom the motion had betm aeconded, 
seemed to ground his support on the idea. 


that when noble lords and*gentlenien were^ w 'W4 wo UAI^ 

called to the councillor hispmajesty, the TfctterAlq^visersoftheir soverei^inthepre- 

Lt, but mu*A con-1 sent state of the British empile, they would 




had no power to re^at, 
tinue in office whether they would or not. 
Another point on which he opposed the 
motion was, that it was incompatible with 
the wAdom of the house to entertain tlie 
discussion of any abstract proposition 
whatever. Many Abstract propositions 
might be considered incontrovertible, e:J- 
cept when they were applied to new cases;« 
«od surely no case could be more new, 
than that an administration should lend its 
v%ight in parliament to measures which 
^l^d not only not received the concurrence 
of the king, but to which his majesty bad 
eapresied an absolute /^'pugnancB. He 


iiuvebeen lost beyond all hope of redemp- 
bon to all sense of decency and shame, and 
luive acted in*the most unconstitutiuiiaP 
und unjustifiable maimer. The retpoosibi- 
htv of ministers was^he security of the pri¬ 
vileges o4lbi5coun*ry, and distinguished 
from every other. If those ministers were 
no longer free agents, where was tills respon-* 
sibility to be found ? If they tied tbemselvef 
dou'ii to give fliat advice to the crown which 
.should be only fialateable to it, in whdfc a 
state ^of danger niigl^ the country be spee* 
dily j^laced lie was‘“ ^*4*r.^igl?ed, he '^aa 
teriifk|l*al tlie la!:guu^e eft the pietenl 
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day upon thit subject. Suth was not 
tblf^apguage which prevailed at the time 
pf our great deliverer, when the* great 
councils of the nation recommended to 
him to dismiss fiis Dutch guards, and 
when a refusal on Vis fhirt might have re¬ 
produced those scenes which had once de¬ 
luged the country with blood. The re¬ 
sponsibility ofapinisters was one of the best 
safeguards of constitution ; and, at 
once destroyed, typugh the maefc might lie 
on the table, stilr the essence of the consti¬ 
tution could not be^aidsto be preserved ; 
if tlie great land-niAks were once gone, 
we should in vain look fur the constitution. 
It was impossible to recollect iiie conduct 
of the august personage alluded to, udihout 
aentiments of gratitude and veneration; bgt 
on a questioiiBSO vitally important as the 
present, he would not coniplinfeiitaway the 
constitution ; be would nut surrender thak 
glorious inheritance which hud been 
to us by our ancestors, who in former times, 
filed <hese benches with so much honour 
to themselves and advantage to the coun¬ 
try. He felt himself obliged to the hon. 
gent, who had brought forward this motion, 
for having forded hftn an opportunity ot 
recording his sentiments. During the short 
time be had had the honour of a seat in the 
(ouse, he, bad given his feeble support to 
the late nuoisters, because 1^ conceived 
they understood and pursued the interests 
of the country. He could not, without 
aentij(Qients of gratitude, reflect upon what 
had done, to lighten the burthens upon 
shoulders of the people. Tlie aboli¬ 
tion of tbe slave trade >fas another m&sure 
.which demanded his approbu^on. Their 
*intent{oue to bring the population of Ire¬ 
land and Scotland aito the service; their mea¬ 
sures of retrenchment and economy, the ad- 
▼aiflages of which were hourly felt in every d^ 
partmeut ef the state; their disposition to 
heal tbe wounds of Ireland, and tocouciliat e 
the affections of that im]>ortant part of tljc 
empire; all these were irresistible moti\ es 
With lum for giving them his support. 1 he 
extraordinary ebauge which was the subj ect 
of such geavtal regret, would however »not 
be unattdhded with sJtffe advantages* ' The 
Country would learn from, it, yvbo they 
were am<png its repfeseiitatives who w ould 
never ab^don their own characters, < >r tbp 
people’s rights. Though th% Igte adi'ninis- 
iilr.ionhad lost their powt;r, still they might 
say with the gallan t fr enchman .F r: mcis I, 
B**'We tbin^ but ho¬ 

nour.’’ Thti was a consolation whic jh ougbtj 


and wouldsupport them* For himself, be 
bad nothing to fear and nothing to hope 
from aiw administration. It was a matter 
of perfe« indifference to him, by what set 
of men tie affairs of the country were admi¬ 
nistered, Vo they wese well administered. 
There wasVSc would adroit, much shf-ewd- 
ness, greatVexterity, and considerable ta¬ 
lent among present administration. Hut , 
as to those |r8at and commanding qualities 
which shoull characterize the government 
of a cuuntrj, maintaining the pre-eminent 
situation thltiMa did, they were removed 
from their f^redecessors to nfi incalculable 
distance, postlhnking, he /could not give 
them his slpuort. * \ 

Mr. O^^|i; 0 |S^ould det^I k^iiouse but 
for a ypf^f^horl time* He would leave to 
otheflf who were bettef qualified to discuss 
it, the propriety of the measure, to the rash 
introduction of which the late ministers 
owed their dismissal* For himself, be was 
determined to give every assistance in his 
power to the maintenance of that constitu¬ 
tion in church and state, in the principles 
of which he had been educated, and upon 
the religious observance of which he corn* 
ceived the best seem ity of that constitution 
to reside. Seeing no necessity whatever 
for the recognition of an abstract principle 
of the nature proposed, he would endea¬ 
vour to get rid ot it by moving, I'hat the 
other orders of the day be »ow read.”—I'be 
original question and amendment hayaff^ 
been read by the Speaker, 

Mr. Bastard observed, that the miscon¬ 
ception with regard to the nature and extent 
of the measure brought forward by the late 
administration arose, as he understoegi, 
from the most imperfect explanation afforded 
his majesty by fhuse ministers. He wished 
to know the precise grounds upon which 
the difference between then) and an august 
personage aig>se* |Je never approved of 
the (Uiicussiou of ol^gtract propositions; and 
sooner than entertain that proposed by the 
hon.gent, who opened the debate, he would 
vote that the other orders of the day be 
ffow read. • 

Mr. Maurice Fitzgerald said, be did not 
rise to consider tbeemerUs of the Catholic 
Ijneasure, though it was one, he confessed, of 
the first importance, and consequently enti¬ 
tled to every attention from the imperial 
legislature. With respect to the question 
immediately before the bouse, it was laid 
in the course of debate, that the declara|jjm 
o^his majesty's ministers went tbe leqgt^ 
of violating the prerogative of the crown ; 
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but surely that declaration must have been 
read, ur very much mi^nderstood 
by those who made such a sliuenieiit: fur 
his own part, he did not see aiw thing whe¬ 
ther in the declaration made/by the late 
*«biniblers to his majesty the catholic 
bill,*^ifii 4 i Imd been improper^ called, or in 



tlie resoi 


priety, be called on to r^Mse conf^dftnce in 
those who succeeded them f He did not 
mean to aay, that bis majesty's present miniA 
seers liad given any 8A:li {>ledge as that re^ 
quired from the lat^ ministers: but what 
was the /air io/erence t Unquestionably^ 
that they were ready to do wbat tbeir pre- 


d tiiiJ vioht. Whati decessors in office bad declined. He catb* 


was the extent oi the declarltioii whip!) had 
thus alarmed the minds If gentlemen f 
What, be would ask a Bniisl asbemblv* was 
its object ? Merely lo^eslrve to the ser¬ 
vants ul the crown, wiio^vTre also the re¬ 
sponsible sf^anis of the peolde, the liberty 
t>f exercisiii Jttieir jiidgemeils in the dis¬ 
charge cd* ivJt'jty iixiposelt i/i iliem by the| 
solenmSty^bf an oath^ Wd^ iC'^r a rigidj 
observance of thfs sacred obliga^in 
the late ministers were to becensur 
it for niaintaiaing their character, their ho¬ 
nour, and indepeudenre, lhat it was deeine*d 
proper to wiiluiraw iVom them that ^ontf- 
dence which bad entrusted to them the ad- 
rrjini'tration of public ail'dirs ? He was cer¬ 
tain that, on an unprejudued consideration 
I of this most irnpurlaiil subject, it would be 
adiiiitled tliat llieir i:oiiduct did not iiient 
the treatment it had expeiienced. Rut did 
liipy peisevere tii the C aibulic n»easurf ? No ; 
for us soon as thay discovered that it Vas 
extrefiiely ohjeciiouable’ to the royal mind, 
they consen!|j<l to witlidraw it. A deep 
- ^euse of duty and particular regani to his 
iji.ijesty’ft l( f lings had induced ibeiii to yield 
to the bent of bis inclinalion; but alter having 
subrintled to the royal consulerciUon this 
iiifMsuie, which they thought ol the greatest 
^inagiutude, being one, in ihcir u})iuu>n, 
which iuNulved the yitercst and security ol 
the empire, aiul ‘havingafterwards withdrawn 
it from ded*-reuce to his majesty, what nifire 
i.ouid they have done to •give satisfaction 
111 the highesl ipiarter ? Co^ld it be believe^ 
that a pledge had be9,|^re(|u]red ofy.hem at 
the very inotnent when they had given such 
strung proof/>f their high respect tor his 
majesty's opinion ? This, however, they 
declim d to do, because such a pleflge w^mhi 
be, in their estim.ition, a departure from 
every honest pciiici%ie, a vudaiion of their 
oaths as his niajesiy's counsellors, and «n 
infringement of the cniistit^iioii. If tNey 
bad not maintained their hoiuuir iiusullierf, 
they must surely foifeil all claim to con- 
frlence, iind receive what they would un- 
Ijc^uhtedly .merit, public indignation and 
tonsure. This being ihe case with rey»ecl 
to the declaraiiuii of^hti lute ministers, he 
would usk, wlitlhcr we could, with anvurb- 
Vui. IX. ^ 


didly confessed that 1^was unwilling to 
place aay reliance on Ach men, under the 
vircumstences of the nse. He did not see 
any ground on ^hich the^bad entitled them¬ 
selves to tbe confid^ce of the couiitrv, w'he- 
ther he considered tbe motives which bad 
induced them to come into office, or wbc«* 
ihej he looked to the effect likely to be pro¬ 
duced by such an administratioi^ Here 
the question uaturaUy.sugggsted itself^ what 
inllitence could such a chbuge produce ia 
Iteland f That wifortunaie country was in 
the enjoyment gl perfect tranquillity, and 
greatly attached to its government* If be 
were to refer to tbe sentiments o^ Ireland ’ 
respecting the late ministers, he could not 
more strougly instsiice them than by stating 
the support giveu to them by a rigl)^ hoh« 
member (Mr. Grattan), whom he should not 
attempt to panegyrize. That right hon. gent* 
possessed the confidence of bis countrymen, 
and he approved of those ministers. With 
respect to the state of Ireland glenerally,* he 
was sorry^o observe, that a total ignorance 
of it existed in England. He regretted to 
sce,1ikewise,tbatan apathy prevailed wUcl^^ 
might lead to the worst consequencS^t He^ 
was aware that this topic was unpalatam^'to^f 
iiiisriy, and indificrent to more. For ihfc, 
and other reasons, bp did not C^sh todwek > 
upon the subject, but be could ^ot dismiMf 
it without asking w’bether it was of any imV 
portance to this country to have the support 
of 4 or 5 n^ilUons of people to qo-openste in 
tbe p^sent struggle agfinst tl^e common 
€?nemyf*[A cry ol hear! heart] Engaged 
us Great Britain was against the most enter-* 
prising and dangerous enemy, she had ever 
contended with, it mu^t be of the utmost* 
consequeiKc io her to receive the support of 
n^uch numbers in ihc moment «f difficulty. 
The enemy was mcaacmg the wo^ld with bis 
number?, and always boasting of bis popu- * 
latiuii : waslt, then, «i such a nmlnent and 
under these ciicunistanf:es, con/^tent wittt 
sound polievso damp the ardour, and repress*^ 
the generous faelihgs, of us brave and de¬ 
termined a people us any in the'worldf He ' 
l^tiihrs duty, tc^i.^^im^thwe coiisidpra- - 
iiotfk todhe bouse, how^vei^npUasai i thiy 
migfitbc to uny one iu or out of it,dToui tb 
X • - 
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Annc^conviction tbat the principles.of ex¬ 
clusion would be attended with the wor^t ef¬ 
fects in Ireland. On all these grounds, he 
’heartily supported the original motion. 

. Sir Thomas Turtom&i^X^d, that the ori' 
gioal proposal of ministers went no farthei 
. than to make the act of 17$d valid in 
England. When they departed from this 
intention, it was*\heir duty to explain it to 
his majesty; bu^did they do sp ? Did 
the noble lord cxppin those sweeping alte- 
. rations, the tendency of which was to re¬ 
peal the Test laws, ^"ifar^as they regarded 
the army and navyf As to ministers 
claiming any merit for having abandoned 
the measure, he thought they would be 
more entitled to the praise of consist^nc i 
and t£e support of the house, had the/ 
persevered in tt. * As it was^ it looked 
as if they meant to cl^im for themselves 
all the merit of having introduced the mea¬ 
sure, and of casting upon their sovereign 

* the obloquy of its rejection. What, in 
fact, was the nature of the pledge, as it 
was called, required Trofti them ? They 
stipulate with their sovereign, that they 

• shalf be allowed to q^press their senti¬ 
ments fully and freely upon a particular 
measure, when it shall come under consi¬ 
deration. To this he assents, but requires. 
Ah the same time, Shat he shall be no more 
importuned *on a subject winch is dis¬ 
agreeable to him. lie says, in fact, ^ You 

do this,—-hue, when you havedore so, 

, Jet ry- hear no more about it.' An allu- 
had been made to the conduct ol king 
' .’Tvdliam,* on a particular^ occasion. the 
, .bonf. ^nt« wl)o made it, had carried hir) 

( ^Sfcarchef a little futtber, he v.ould have 
found, ibSt that great prince had been st) 
teased by his ministers, that he actually 
meditated the abdication of the thmii’e. 
Gentlemecf who made appeals Co the house 
and the country, would also do welPto say 
something in favour of the prerogative. 
Several allusions Iiad been made, in tSic 
course of the debate, to the system pur¬ 
sued by the late nhfiisters with respect to 
Ireland.. . ^id it fol] 9 w that these salutary 
nieasur£:s were to be a^^iudoiicd ? If they 
were conciliating, if tliey tended Uo secure 
tbe peace and tranqi^illily of tbat'^country, 
^that wuuVd be of itself a sufficient induce- 
metit to the present adminis^ation to walk 
in the same path. Some political pro- 
phlides hod been uttered in the course of 
Ihy evening ^ T o predictions he paid 
^ut little atlTTRion. He generally found, 
ibat those wlfu pronounced them, Aicant 


to set upon them, and that, having cou- 
iributed Itu bring about the very evil 
which tha/ affected to deprecate, they then 
came foruiird and claimed merit for their 
political fdlesight. Tbe real question be¬ 
fore the htrabq was, wdhther the sovereign 
was or was ^t to be supported 
exercise of prcrv;y;.*r'‘'j.^^Hinst an 


aristocracy wtr^ih had the presumption to 
cnde&vour tol dictate to him? No One 
would be halpier than himself to see all 
religious and liolu^al aniaiosiiies subside } 
but he woulni^, by rash and inconside¬ 
rate speculuimijs, hazard the ' difice of the 
coustiuitioii.f lie would wifli to amalga- 
niaie and ids with eacly dher the dif¬ 
ferent ^of which tlie^ yire was 

compos;(i, but he \^ouM nut compromise 
the s;/iety of the most important part of it. 

Mr. Cuncen declared, that lie was not 
disposed to pay any JuUonie compliment 
do his majesty's late ministers; but he siii- 
certly thought, that, for their manly, firm, 
and independent conduct, relative to the 
pledge that had hecii demanded of them, 
they were entitled to the thanks not only 
of that house, but of every independent' 
l^riglisiimnn, who had the least spark of 
Drillsh lieedom in his breast; as they had, 
aSifar as w'as in their powei, maintained, 
uninipaucd, a great principle m the consti¬ 
tution of Great Britain, namely, that the 
ministers of an Knghsh monarch being re- 
sponsibln to pailiament, thould not, upolT 
any account whaie\ur, or at any risk, 
agree to refrain from giving their sove¬ 
reign such advice, as in their opuiiim was 
most conducive to the interest of tha em¬ 
pire, and the libtTal character of tlie first* 
luagistrate of ^n fniJtqiendent people, 
'riiiy had most virtuously rc'jolved, tlmt 
they would not lie up their own hands 
^'wm doing any act, or bind their con¬ 
sciences ugain^ gjviwg such'advice, as, in 
their J^tlgiaeiil, an^* future * ircuinslances 
might injustice demand of them to give. 

If the house were not to support them in 
suph a free and manly line of conduct, 
they might expect, hereafter, to have mi¬ 
nisters who would be subservient to tlie 
nod of any moiiarcl^; parliament might 
hfreufter be ^.disgraced, by becoming the 
instrument of tlie must base and wicker! 
muiisters, and tbe sovereign, instead of 
having the honour and the strength 
being the king of a free people, who livtd^ 
ill their hearts, might, in future 
beCx>me the al^solute monarch of aslavi&li 
9ud^eiiervated people,* who would not have 
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emulate the giants, who, when tliev 
^were overthrown and tourheil llie eartli, 
recovered tluir sirenglh: tor U was not 
long since they had ilouhted tlieir power to 
carry on the government ol the roifi\iry, 
and since that liiiK^iheir atteinpta at opjm- 
sition ftad been repeatedly defeated. 

' Mr, Fuiivr (^intended, that this was just 
a question bciuecii one set of luimsieis 
and another. As to the pledge demaruled 
by his nujjesiy, if any nnnisUT had adviseit 
the abrogaluiu of the Hill ot llights, or the 
dissolution of ^lagtiu Charla, tie should 
like to knuw whether the king would 
liot have bet'u jubUnod iu denemding from 
llieui a promise to refrain fniin su^Ii .id- 
vic<Mn luture, and, if their word was not to 
be trusted, to demand tha^proniise in wri¬ 
ting? I'orty yeais ago. such uiiNiee as ha<H 
been given to his ifia^t^, wonUi have 
been impcacliahie. fie remembered the 
time, not 30 years since, wlien lord North 
gave up tins point, and M*nt to irehuid 
7 0,00(i stand of arms, which had since beim 
used in rebellion against this country. 
Some people said, ^liat the late ministry 
had done great things. He thought tl||; 
great family of which it was* cineAy com¬ 
posed, had been always very full ot tlieu-« 
ries, and no lamily had been better paid 
for their theories. By the Arst theory we 
m America ; by the second, the election 
a most contemptible court had been 
produced; and by the lust and most fafhl, 
the slave tritdc bad Leen abolished, 


insisted on it, that the Americans ai^iredf 
by that measure the traffic in 170,00(niog8- 
heads of sugar auiiually, 170,000 hogs¬ 
heads of sugar would annually lost to 
this country. knew that the king and 
all the royal family almost were adverse to 
this measut'e. [Here the cry of order!' 
«irder! increased considerably, and the 
Speaker reminded the h^. gent, that this 
subject h^d been alreac^ disposed ^f, and 
hud not the least ce^ecliun with the 
question then before rn^ house.] The 
hon. member tb^ pjdceeded : Very well, 
sir; 1 may not perhaps be perfectly in or« 
der s but this much 1 will say, that I en¬ 
tirely disagree with the bon. member who 
has iliade the motion now before you, and 
flisapprove of all that has since then been 
urged in support of it.* • 

Mr. l^lunkfit (a\^torney*general for Ire¬ 
land) cnusidered this question as important 
111 the abstract; 'but tenfold mure impe¬ 
rious when viewed in connection with the' 
late measure which was supposed fo^ead 
(o the dismissal‘ttf bss majesty's servants. 
’i‘lie hon. baronet (sir T. Turton), who had 
spoken, had asserted, that the resolution « 
went to attach blame to his majesty. He 
w»s most anxious to deliver himself, and 
those who concurred in upuhon with bim^ 
from such an iinputatioa; for lie had tl*e- 
iiigliost respect fur his maje^V« and be¬ 
lieved him to be utterly incapable of doing 
any Shiiig of hifiiself which was n fl.t 
culled for by the interests of his ^e^^nle; 
and, therclore, those who hud secretly\|d- 
\i^ed him, had ^I'lne a double iiijur^* 
drst, ill inducing )■ s majesty believe ' 
that he WiisaiicLing cudtraiy to thS iiiteretts^ 

(if his peiiple; and next, in jfcrsuading 
him to dcmund«au unconstitutional pledge. 
Those who had led ihe'l-'ather of Ins yeo- 
ple to believtf that ^urh a |dedge ^us prapef* 
to be tlcHiandcd, and who perAiaded hitn 
that the Protestant eslablishinent was ia 
dangiT, hail taken ujion themselves the re* 
^poiisibilitv. The house had yet to learn 
how the ProteslHUt esta'bhshment was en¬ 
dangered. lie would keep ih^ point in 
view in what he hq^io say, for^lUu! w^ 
liriiily pessuaded that tliu safe^< of th^ ** 
empire cH^peiitlc'd on pur connectieii with 
Ireland, so, he was convinced, tbfAoursal- * 
•vation depended no less upon fite sta¬ 
bility of our Protestant establishment; and ^ 
therefore he was an enemy to every th^g 
that couW have a ttpdeucy to Jnjure l1|pt 
eBUbhshi|ienU If there wcic#grounds for* ■ 
apprehonston on that score, Aothing, could 










.fa^erttai toring antJvmon the 
T; tauUoaihe other iMdioethwgcpttld 
Ihi'm greeter crime then to ring toch an alarm 
t^ere were a# real groundi for it •-*- 
He wo^d not lay tfaet tligy who mng this 
relipooa idaroa, aswrted what they knew to 
beulae; but be must say^hat tBey shewed 
g want of discretion which complete!)* 
proved their inckacity to bold the reins ol 
^veropaent. In imswer to thisflaruoifr, 
U night be sufficieaS for him to say, that 
the measure had,, been abandoned ; but lie 
wtabed shortly to caiCfjlhe' attention of the 
bouse to the measure of 179^) because he 
apprehended the extent of it was not well 
Understood, Tlie meosure did not merelv 
apply Co Irish catholics^ but to ail Cathdlics, 


bear! hear!' ] He was sorry ha Could not 
state the Ipxact date of that letter, but it 
muat havl been written either after the 
measure abandoned, or before* In the 
one case, iitcould only be cotisiderKd as a 
parly manmi^we in (avour of ti>e new 
nisters; in ife other, it must liav«ba«« the 
effect of secrCT^pd uncwj' ,'l'BDiaiidal advire- 
This would cdtae home to the leelings of 
every membep- Keligion was not lu be 
used for lhe|ipur)'Oses of party clamour. 
It wM vuluaWe its own ininiistc me¬ 
rits ; it was vjtli<abie as a code ot ino*'al in¬ 
struction ; itflwas valuable ^ proiiM»tiii» 
the purposes of order and l»overiiinpnt, 

and all the vii^ot and social lilr. 

It was cquuliy criiniifin'Viod im- 


wbo might exercise their commissions in‘|^olitic^triHe with niakeit astalkiiig- 

Ireland* By the act of union there was no 
separate establishment ,for Ireland, eithei 
in the ai^my or navy, and therefore by the 
oaisting law after the union, it was compe¬ 
tent for any catholic in Ireland to hold an\ 
comuii^sioo in the army except Uiat of 
general on the staff, a»d ‘i»; the navy any 
eomminion whatever* The addresses there- 
. .fere ^hicb bad been attempted to be pro¬ 
cured, were contrary to the existing law. 

Where was the danger stated to be immi¬ 
nent } In Ireland : and yet there where the 
danger was said 4 q be most pressing, 
powers were granted to the Catlailics which 
It was not thought £t to allow them in any 
o^er place. 7'he alarm was rung thsuugh 
“^fne Co-Ury; and ifjt had been confined lu 
pla/irds on the walls, pointing out the 
'^^irors of the Pope and the dreadiul ev\ls ol 
jpopery*! if^tt had been confined to the in* 

»^oductioit of churiises into concerts of 
ancient mhsic, and the singing of cutchR^ 

'pnd glees in favour of the voiistitulion in 
pbu^h and state, the matter niiglit have 
been passdd ovar. But no biie seriouv 
thing had been attempted. 7'he rpence oi 
the University*of Dublin had been disturb¬ 
ed by a person for whom he had gri^at re¬ 
spect. The person he alluded to, was the 
'chancellor of the University (the duke ol 
Cumbniai^, who endeavoured to pi'oeure 

this seminary against the 
fa^l bPou^t into the house in Iasx>ar of 
the Cathidirs. Wfaei^ bis first lettet was not 
'acxendedVo, be wrote a second; and be 
was Sony to say that in that Jatter the royal 
duka had conveyed an insinuation, loo 
pldks to be misunderstood, tliat the only 
W^^for the university/p recommbnd itself 
his favourswas to present such g petition 
^ bp ftxjuirpd'* (,Loi>d and repeated c^ies of 


iiorsfv*^ He called on those, thureforr, who 
had always professed themselves to l>e the 
friends of true religion ; upon thcise who 
'were its friends, not in name only, but in 
reality; upon tl>« se who considered it as 
something too x'aluable in itself to be redu¬ 
ced to the degraded cliaracter of a party 
engine; he called upon them on the present. 
occasion to shew their conviction of its 
truth, and tlie soundness of its doctrines.— 
He would now proceed to call the utteiition 
of^he house to rhe pledge which had been 
dernniided of his fimjesty's late mifiSsters. 
He would not enter upon the general ques>> 
tion, which had been already so ably Hea¬ 
ted. He w-(>iiid not enter upon the danger 
to tiie constitution of liavmg sccihI whis¬ 
perers about the thr'ine. lie would not 
ronsidfT the novelty ot having srtrt t advi¬ 
sers to counteract the measures fit the puh- 
lir and responsible, advisers of the ciown. 
Me would not cn'er at length into the con- 
sidrrution of the miscliiet that must result 
from separating,the iniert'-ts ot the eiown 
jllrom those of the people, but proeerd mii- 
medi.itely iti the plefige with a 

view to the state otirelanfl. It there was 
one subject more than anotht'i* which ought 
to engage the Httention tjf his majesty's 
ministriB night and dav, it was the slate of 
Ireland. 'J'he general state ot Ireland was 
this ; since the cfuninyucetnent of his pre¬ 
sent majesty’s reign, the Catholics had re- 
caived a siicaessiun of benefits, and they 
•were sensible of it. Tliey had gamed wealth, 
rauk, and consideration m the community. 
It might be laid, that they oiiglit now lo 
be contented. [Hear! hear!, firom 
nimUtenal bench.] But it was sot 
luihtan nature tl»ey should be contented. 
Coijiid they be so, it was HO oytural 


\]^ PAIL» ESi#^ 

ofboitUi^ wUbmptri totbefrasent 

iiBde»fto pUdge tote 

lateinmuuy-**bch«don]ytbedMiretodobii 

duty, and' he declared that be regardedte 
titvatioD of Irelacic^arub a degree of teriw ' 
and alarm whir-h be j^uld not find word* te 
eKpre 08 » Gentlemen did not 8eetn to know 
that there were fiends and demoat in ke- 
laud wbo watched for evei^opportunity of 
di!>turbing {but country, ^d if the people 


for them to deaire to be admitted to all the 
benefits and privilesea of tbe. ooo^tution 
under which tb^ lived? What paa tbe 
state of the priests in Ireland I They 
were a body unpaid by and unmnnected 
jwub gOTeromeiit. Tbe^ were, tbe^fore,sub-^ 
S(;rvieut'’tq^tbe wishes of the big|&er orders, 
and to the los^m ^ As to the 

* pciusahtry, who bore an enormifpik proportion 
to the rest of our population, th<K* were itfau 
unfortunate siluatum, from caiKes peculiar 
to themselves; wbk'h be^outd notenter 
upon. Whether a remedy coald be well ap¬ 
plied at presence could not say \ but this he 
would say, that It was impossiblelthdt things 
could conUni^fjas they w'ere. jif'hey might 
be better Ibey might t)e w^se, .hnt they 
could not remain lu iJWtf^reseiitHsitua- 
tion. People might shut their eyes^^ut 
they might as well attempt to overturn Tlie 
laws of gravitation hs to think that things 
could continue as lliey were. For the 
truth of this he migiit appeal to a rigtit 
lion.' gent. (Mr. Klliot), wlio was well ac¬ 
quainted with tls» state of that country, 
^nd who bad been'Compelled to abandon a 
measure «Ahich he Xiad in contemplation 
for strengthening the Protestant establish* 
ment, on account of the siluatiuii oUthe 
Catholics. Was s^ch an exclusion heard 
of in aHy other instance > Every corporji- 
tion, and even tbe must trifling bodies, hud 
the right to petition the crown und to 
claim the advice of ministers; and was 
this large body of our fellow subjects to be 
totally excluded ? This whs nut only a no- 
\cliy\ hut u mo^it uhirming appearance in 
our const'tntiun. Nothing but an act of 
<fivMie powtr could keep things as tliev 
vM.'re, If ihc C’atliolich^wejc tolfl that they 
had no hope from tlio crown—if they were 
told that they could not proceed to slate 
their wtbiies and their gnevances in tiie 
(onstitntioluil way, tii9\^aK^d do Li in an 
uncoiistilutioiml way an hoff. ba- 

fond (sir T.’ruriou) had said, with re¬ 
spect to political piopliecics, was, lie con¬ 
ceived,^equally unfounded and uu|>arlii^- 
ineutHry. lie had said that those who ut¬ 
tered these propiiecii^, had the wish to ac¬ 
complish their lultilnuint. He (Mr. Plun-^ 
kett) was ready to meet whate**er obIoqu> 
he might experience on account of his pro¬ 
phecies. lie denied the inference drawn 
by«tbe bon. baronet. He bad in Ireland 
Ijftlges too dear to trifle with tbe peace of 
country. He owed ll>e deepest grali - 

i tude to,the crown for the confidence whi€h 

I been re[)oscU in him ; be had no feeljpg 

} 


le crowb, tliey 
tie^ arnis ef the 


were denied access to* 

would be thrown into _ ^_ _ 

wi^tches to wboui*he i^luded. Tlie dan* 
ger miglit not be immediately felt; but k ' 
was tlireutcniug,'although it might be se« 
rret. it was not when it actually arrived 
that were to consider tlie means of 
ofercoming it; the means o{^eveotiog 
It ought to be considere*d beforehand, A 
momentary calm ought not to lull us into 
lecuriiy, for the calm would be deceitful. 
He felt that we were walking per ignea 
sujfpositoa cincri doio\Q» If the impr^sion 
should go forth among the Catholics, ibat^he 
persecuting sgixM^s fobe revived ; if such 
u line of distinction w«s to be suffered to 
exist between the l\go countries, the very • 
existence ol the iiaiion, he was persuaded* 
would be ill the most imminent danger, and 
ihe stale would be shaken to its very cen¬ 
tre. He had now- discharged b]5tiuty,aud 
whatftver nil^ht bi- the Consequences of a 
want of conciliatory measures, thatreflec- 
sion w^utd aft'ord him some consolation. 

'I'lie Chancellor of the Exckeifue^^r, 
Perceval) agreed most completely witb\s- 
rigl tjion. and lenrued Irieiid, ihiU nolhii^* 
would be more contrary to the fia'edum of , 
debate in thftt hc»ube, or to a full ^nd open , 
discussion of the ditfereiit questions that 
might come Ijefflre them, ihuu the maxim, 
iljaipoliiical urtqiheis wished toaccumplgbb 
|%lie evil^^whicli they foreloJd, ]|ie agreed 
ihat the •consequences whiqh might be 
dreaded from any ineasurrs, ought to be 
freely staU^d. Hot when be allowed that* 
freedom to otliers, und put the best con- , 
struction on their iiiotAes, lie had a* riglit 
to expect that similag freedom Auuld be 
allowed to himself,«^nd that bijufntivawi. 
should rcaeive (be same liberal c\istruc-« 
tion. If Be, tlierefore,, however eufuieoue 
4ns ophiion might have been, thought that 
the measure, lively introduced ; a aieasune 
which tlie Ute m misters represented as ao 
esseniiu] to the welfare of the nation, aad 
which thdy hud notwithstanding this abj^ 
doned*—if.he thought that it vPai-pregnant 
with danger to the oousututfon^ it ought 
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of this sort ijiere!y for party parposes. 

The CAiicr//oF*<^ the Excheqi4cr\rL continua¬ 
tion, obsired, that no apolog^y for the inter¬ 
ruption vas required^ because it was better 
to interruw him, than y> allow- him to .go on 
under a mVake. He agreed that it was rtTt=y. 
proper to nmke use of his majcst^>flame for 
party purpon^^or tofl^^Afimj^rtfsciissions iq 
that hou^e, aiiud been done on the present 
manner absolutely unprcce- 
endeavour to procure ad¬ 
dresses in thA cufS was not unconstitutional, 
hut he was eAremely desirous to come to 
the qiiestioni As to the nuAits of the late 
tninistry* hij opinion of theif measures had 
been stated dia different occafon^ But he 
could no^^d^fine himself f«i\y to the 
words^fTthe mowCKjL. •I'hc projiosition was 
jtsclfi\)nc which would be generally admit¬ 
ted ; but it must be taken in connection with 
other circumstances, and especially the dis- 
mjs8.d of his majesty*^ late ministeis. It was 
in>t the expression only that wa.s to be con¬ 
sidered, but the implication, for it must bo 
implied that the dismissal f f the late minis¬ 
ter* was an act deserving,of censure. 'l*he 
implication wa* clear when the motion was* 
coupled with the statement of the noble 
lord JiHowick) relative to a pledge required 
HQcl refused, and the consequrnt <li.sinis.cal of 
thn ministers; but m*c)rc jwrtu uUiily so 
when the words respecting the impropriety 
of gra.’.ting a pledge, “ citUtr expressed or 
implied,*' were considered, which must he 
understood to apt ly to the present minister-;. 
[Hear! hear! from the opposition.] Ho 


be iiDpoted to him that he had at¬ 
tempted to raise an unnecessary aUnin> or 
that he had only party objects in view. He 
had suted before,^id he now again stated, 
that the measure Appeared to him to be 
qftended with extreme flanger, to the esta- 
mUbed religion, had stateci before, 
that the measure would not have the eflTcVt 
of rendering tj\ Catholics content wiiti 
their condition ; \hat it would lead toother 
objects, and that if would not stop short till 
it had brought'Koman CJathulic bishops to 
the bouse of lords^hcarf hear! from the 
opposition ;] that certainly whs the impres¬ 
sion on his mind at the time. The argu¬ 
ments of the hon. and learned gent, who 
had jpst sat down, afforded some colodr to 
this opinio, 4pr said that it was not iti 
human nature^hat theyshun](> be content¬ 
ed, unless admitted totall the honours and 
privileges of the constitution. 1-Yom tins itj 
was clear that be was coricct, in stating,1 
that (be measure alluded to would not 
have removed discontents, and would there¬ 
fore fail in its objectr lii*an:«^r to the ar- 
guiyents of the noble lord (Hovvick) oppo¬ 
site, he had stated thaUthe Catholics would 
not be conleuted with that measure, and 
nothing short of an equality, in every ))o?ut 
of view with the Protestants, would satisfy 
the Cathdiics. That was his impression, 
aud on that^e had acted, and iTv \va>> read\ 
to maintain by argument, his view of ihi 
-r:^uestion, at a proper opportunity.* He 
wor^hut now enter upon it. Hut the ar- 
R^fments of his hon. and learned friend, 


*was unconsCttutional aud jmpro|>er tto use 
his mejestyV naine to procure addresses 


procure 


cv< r, if he un<*lers:o<xl the qm.'ilion, U 
would appe-ar extraoidinary if he siiould be 
dcb.ii ied ironi cfjnsidciins it with a n-lutlon 


I wa* gUd that he ha<l distinctly undcistood 
would ha\e had more torre il the measure | nutiire of the motiem, hut he wished that 
-had not^been aband(»nod ; ht^w and " h\ 1 opened it had sM« 

was ab|i.docie<l alt..gfther. Iiiid not Iteen [ ^,„l ]^.ri How- 

Stated, but it ought to be considered b) I 
whom it was abandoned.* But, us u harl 
betri abandoned, it did not form the most 
material P^rt ofthe presfut qiicstuilj. I ciicumstaiiC 4 jj, and as implying a censure 

therefore, was not the period tor tis discus-* ’ *' • 

sion. I'he hon. aud ieurned gent, had 
made an animated appeal to those wholiad 
« always profossed , themsflves to In: the 
fnepds of religion; but be .could not con¬ 
ceive there cou^d be any thing un- 

or iin^jroper in protiirnig 
oddresm in favour of the Prolfttant reli- 
gioor fc^those whoi thought the measure 
waft calculated to undermine that religion. 

[A cry of no ! no!] r 

Mr. Fliuikct here rose, and expressed 
his -regret at interrupting the right hon. 
gmit., but .what he lAd said was, that ii 


on th<af*rown. iNft it wus inij)os.*ib)e, in 
jusiice to the sovereign, if In* was to be cal¬ 
led to the bur, and arraigned,, [a loud cry of 
lic.jr I hear ! order ! order ! | that the ques- 
tiftn should be considered without a reference 
lo circumstances. He felt himself under great 
embatrassment on thiv^ccasion. 'They s^id 
diat his majesty was not censurable, but his 
Alvisc:s. N^w, it ^^as cotiirary to the fact, 
^that his majesty acted in this case, in conse¬ 
quence of any advice; he denied that any 
advice was given him on this point[heaff ! 
hear!] He did not mean as lo.the dismist^^ 
of the ministers, but hs to the pledge. I^e 
would afterwards majntai.n the propriety of ^ 
Ircquirlng that pledge; but as far as he knew ^ 





.PARL.DEB.\TES,ApRtt':9flS07.’-‘Ckatge^Admim*tra(ian, {SJ* 




and believed, no advice had been, in fact) given 
on this }K)int. But he approved of had 
been done, and was ready to be respo^ble for 
it; though he was obliged to state^he fact 
exactly as it was. 'As to secret advisers, he 
aswerted, there were nofte such ^J[hyc the mi- 
' 'fiisters continued ip office ; whciythey were 
dismissed,his ot coarse, consul- 

• ted others.—Now, m conbidcyijg this ques¬ 
tion, with a view to tlic 3cijcujjiistances,*he 
■would take three periods into -view ; first, 
when the assent was given l^the;>iil; second, 
when the bill was brought foiward ; and 
third, when it was withdrawn. As to the 
first, the impottiyit part was, what must 
have beehlhc luidcrstandiiig of his majesty 
when he y"nis assent to die bill. Ilis 
majesty could only bavea^'lnii conL^-mpIa- 
tiou the extension ot Tlic'Tnsh act of 
to this country. That apjjcarcd froin^bc 
reasoning of the dispatch sent to his majewy, 
which went to the anomaly of bavingsuch an 
act in the one country and not in tiie other, 
and to the pledges that had been given. I'hc 
words “ an)^ military commission,** mint 
have been undm^od as applying to that 
•eusonincr, as it w.is nfterwurdsthou^lit neces> 
sary, iu bringing in tne bill, to add the woid 
uppoiniments.** His majesty had with¬ 
drawn what had been considered as a reluc¬ 
tant assent to the uddftionul provisions of the 
bill, and stated that nothing would induce 
him to go one»step faithcr than the act ot 
17^3, hoping, at the same time, that this 
would relieve him fioin all further trouble 
on this po.nt. But it was not his majesty 
only who understood the measure in tins 
way. I'lven the pcrs.'ii who was to projrosr 
it. laboured under the same misuiideistaiulin>r, 
and it was not clear tha^they themselves in¬ 
tended to go farther, for tlic^lrisii chancellor 
of tlie exchequer, in answer to a projv»sal for 
adjourning the secoml readin<^of the bill for 
two days, on account of the absence of Irish 
members, said that no purtjpulai 

occasion for the attendance of the Irish mem¬ 
bers, as they were already acquainted with the 
measure. But t):i<) was not all, for no less tlian 
three ci|t>in( t ministers refused to concur ii» 
tile measure, when they understood the ex¬ 
tent lo which it was to be cariied, he meant 
lords Sidmoutli and Eilenborough, and tlieJ 
lord chancellor. The lord ch^iceDor wasj 
not even summoned to the council, and thus 
the |>articular adviser of the king’s conscience 
wai excluded iu a matter with respect to 
W|^li it couccnicd him to be thoroughly 
■nfa^med. It was known from the fii'st au¬ 
thority, that the person who was to procui^ 
f the king’s asscut did not understand the c^- 


« 

tent to whiefi the measure was to be carried. 
But tt^ was not all; ev^n the Irish sdBre- 
tary had his doubts about it, and under Uiese 
circumstances it was quite clear, that his 
majesty had only ac^of 1793 in contem* 
plution. Here therefore, he would close the 
first pciiod, having Established this, that biS 
majesty was cettainly not apprised of the ex¬ 
tent to which the measure wp3 intended to be 
carried. 'Fhe next period '^as that in which 
the bill assuinctl the fosrh in which it was 
brought into the house, wfeq a reluctant as¬ 
sent was Understood to OT<fn given to it. 
Anil here when the Irish dispatch was re^ 
ccived, it was ascertained that the design of 
the C'a'Lholic petition had not been abandoned 
on amount of this measure. It was as^ 
obtained how the demands of the Cilltolics 


grew 


out of the relaxation of 



aws re- 




spectiiig them. It was supposed that this 
jvoiild content themj* but ir was understood 
^om the Irish chancellor, that it would not, 
and that there were two or three other par<i« 
ticulars which they required. They ppsialed 
to be sheriffs, to bc^j*<!n^itted to corporations, 
and to be kiwg'Jcouncil. This bcinjr the 
case, in the comnnunications with his ma¬ 
jesty, a proj>cr explanation was not given, 
and though there vias no intention to deceive, 
yet there was a highly blameable negligence 
on the imit of ministers. His majesty, now- 
cver, being averse to bill, they attempteef 
to amend it, and dien agreed to ^withdraw it. 
And here commenced the third period. )t 
u])|)enie7l to him, that those who objected 
a genend pledge, ovcrloolced the iielatioihlpf 
the constitution on the part of ministeiV^' 
'Jbeydimi recommended the measure ay in- 
dispeii-ubie ; they said t^^at not an tiour wa| 
to be lost, anti yet they agreed to lyithdraw 
It, and this they culled “ a sacrifici! of private 
feelings to pulilic*duty.” It was the oddest 
sacrifice of private feelings to publiq dutydie 
Ytad ever heard of, to abafidon measure 
which they had represented as indispensable 
tliat they might not be obliged to abandon 
I heir places. How did the crown and mi¬ 
nisters stand on tliat occasion > they intro¬ 
duced a measure, which \hey considered^as 
essential to the welfare qf the state- then 
consented to withdraw it. Who 
n sponsibleafor that If the mint^r was* 
compelled *to‘aft contrary to bis Judj^ent^ 
tJiis brought in the sovereign as the Kspon- 
srhle person. 'J'^e king never stood in such 
a situation. Ministers stated that they would 
declare on the Catholic question that thA 
seiitimeiils Remained the same ns ever, add 
this thiew t^e responsibility on the sovereign. 

\\ us tlftt constitutional r However, u to : 
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tiie so^eragn onlycxproMd his regret— 
bSTroioiften fim^er stated, that they would 
ln>in time to time bring tbe subject before 
him* Th«^ wcfe to do this, though they 
knew that this wu nof a common opinion, 
which he might c^nge, but a rooted prin- 
^ple* which he woul^ncver Abandon. He 
was perfectly ready to admit, that ministers 
ought DOC CO ^vise his majesty contrary to 
their judgmentjrbut their duty was not to 
fetteV the prero^tive. Ministers need not 
have made theseptatements to bis majesty, 
ibr they mi'^ht acted upon the prin- 

c.ple without tbemi But this was, in fact, 
requiriag a practical pledge from the sove- 
reigQ, that he would not dismiss them for ur¬ 
ging this measure upon them, and tl'^reforc 
It was necessary for him to have a pledge 
that they ^ould oot harass him. He ac¬ 
cordingly exacted it, and they r. fared, for 
the reasons stHcd in fhc minute of counciL 
Now; io what atuation would this pledge 
have placed them? I'hey could go on till 
^ijBpttmstanccs occurred which should, in 
their upprehen&ion, render it their duty to 
submit the claims of the Cavl^Ucs to his ma¬ 
jesty, and then they might resign, for his ma¬ 
jesty did not stipulate*'tor the eternity of his 
ministers. It was also proper to attend to 
the })oint on v^hich the assurance was re¬ 
quired. 'Ihckin^ ha4 a right trdsay they 
*6houi<) no) come*to l^m with counsels con¬ 
trary to his corOiiaiuHs. «dth. ,kje thought 
tiiatube tfhJ^ncy oi ibis meintc w^s to «e- 
«8Croy the Protestant establishment ii/l/elaiid.' 

by fh'e^ftll of Higiifs ^1^ that the 
^'^rotestaot es* iblishilteqt wus^raviilcd for; it 
was also secured by theAtrCcfesof Un^n ^th 
Scolland and IrclantH^auci by various**other 
'provisio^ Jfhcy'Ttfi'ghT catf'iResc the darker 
ages, and^lk of bigotry ;‘butit ought to be 
recollected, that it was to ^besc ages that we 
otvcil our liberties and the Protestant cs.a- 
bfiabnien^.—^'J'Ke right hon. gent, then au- 
verted to the impolicy of the declaration, 
that these conce&-ions were necessary to allay 
the disturbances in Ireland, because it held 
out couccssioas as the reward of disrur- 
b^cirs. Every thing that.thcy desired, had 
been gJ fn to the Iq^er or^rs already. The 
^rders, it w^ stated, were drtady 
, loyal ;i'Dttt it might be said that the con¬ 
cession to them v|;oukl endourafge them to 
coojofl&te the people; but if they wanted 
tbtf s|Sar, he wouU not giye much fo;* thrir 
Ipyaliy. He denied that he was-ever ani- 
Ciuted by a persecuting sj) rit. < )u a former 
lie had only jtainl, that in case ex- 
tr tordinaryepoweis should be n^ccssury for 
la.aisters, m would not oppose thfem, and 


waroed them, that cases might happen where 
present lenity might be ultimate crwlty. 
He tboLght that the conduct of adminfetra- 
tion to ihc Catholics ought to be conciliating, 
but firm^ as concessions only served to keep 
Ireland T;|i ,an unsettled state. I'licre was. 
only this alternative, either to e^blish tlifh 
Catholic chuyeh itw Jspk >> H| .. o r to preserve 
the Protestaji(,estab[ishmcntin its full strength.* 
With respt^t to the pledge, which it was 
insinuated [.hat the present ministers must 
have given Us tbU condition of their coming 
into office, he could assure the house that 
his majetty’s present mini$^.*s had come into 
office unfettered by any ple^lge whatever, 

Mr. Graft an said, the bj[l whxh was the 
immediate c-^^sc of the dismiss^ of his ma¬ 
jesty's lute iTiii.lsti-f^h^d his entire approba- 
tioj;.,' as he thought thereby we should have 
o-j^nhined the physical w'itli the intellectual 
frtcc of the empire, I'lie question now 
under tlic tonsidcration of the house mi^ht 
very properly be divided into two heads; 
hrst, the conduct of the late ministers in re¬ 
spect to the (/Jthoiics; secondly, their con¬ 
duct relatively to his pmjesty. The great 
object, as to the Cn^iolics, was, that tife 
hill lately brought into the house by the no¬ 
ble lord near him, had been promisci! to Ire¬ 
land more thai\l .1 years ago ; and ^hc parti¬ 
cular nason tTut the Irish ,officer in 

England might be oh a similar footing with 
the KngJjsh officer, attd it wu^i -Certainly no 
more than justice that it should be so. Tiic 
'right hqii^gent. haU's;iid, .that tbe'ohjection 
*liatt'l>ttn ittcWderl to and remedied by tlic 
mutiny bill; but that in fajct was hof. the 
case, and it was certainly very wrong to have 
Jeit the Irish officer, in ciise of his comirg 
into this couiitiy, (liable to the peii;ilty of 
500/. for attending his regiment in Jcicnce of 
it; and a still further and more galling dis¬ 
satisfaction, thet he could not bring any suit, 
nor be entitled to that protection of the law, 
of which every description of ptm)ns 

equally enjoyed the benefit. The second 
oi^jc'Ciion was that of tlie common men, who 
were rendered liable to the greatest difficul¬ 
ties and !>everest disabilitieb. They were 
compelled to go to church, and prohibited 
from attending inas8^5' which we made the 
Protestant reKiiion the tormentor of the Roman 
Catholic soklier and his own religion the en¬ 
gine of hts punishment. Fur his own part^ he 
wasii^ee to own be did not possess that agoni¬ 
zing foiesisht which could see the r uin oPthe 
church in our havinga HomanC'atholic ftatT^ 
officer; and he feared,if wc continued toprOceed 
6n that idea, we n^ight avoid dangers that 
i\crc only imaginary, but should certainly 


t 
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incur those that were real. The bill was 
part of the national defence, and the ques¬ 
tion' was, whether they should coitlnue to 
impose disaliilitios, which operated i^t mcrely 
on the Uonian Catholics, but ^reauy to the 
disadvantage of tliewj^ole empircy The ob¬ 
jections staled by the ri^ht hmi/pent. were 
stronger as to the principle of the bill, than 

to the bin itself. life socmedsio think that 
the principle of the bill tended to su^yert 
and overturn the established church. In this 
he differed with him altogether, for he consi 
dcred the principie of tht^jill as calculated 
to soften and mitigate the a«]^erity of reli- 
pous prejuclic(!\% tt) amalgamate and blend 
the jarring opinions of men professing dif¬ 
ferent r^Tious persuasions, and to unite 
them al! i». one common boijd of unihn, so 
that they mi^ht act % t 'ecly and heartily 
in ihe defence of the whole empire. *IV <^f- 
fect this would, in his opinion, senircTOc 
established church on t!ic most permanent 
foundation, by a union of al) men of al) re¬ 
ligious o])iiiions, without wltich he fcafrd 
the empire could not be long p'-psenxd. 
The principle oA the bill went to give the 
('athoiics of Ireland a participation in the 
^Icfcnce of the rounVy, hy enabling them to 
enjoy Commissions in the army and navy, 
and to shew them that they were in future. Jo be 
placed pn a more libersd .looting with re¬ 
gard t(^thc law. The lipjit hon. gent. Ir.d 
argued, that it was n<jt in human nature for 
the Rorrrtm ('afholieVto he contented with 
w’hat was granted them by ihe bill; but the 
fact wa^, the right hoh. gent. ini»tpqk hu¬ 
man nature, substituted M it*’a casuTsticul 
arauirtcnt, .and then debased human nature 
to make it siibscndent to his own casuistry. 
Jl’hc rig ht lion. grot, had talked of the Iio- 
man Catholics \Nanting to establish high ranks 
in the orders of ihcir rcligTon, and to have 
magnificent bishops. How they were to 
do this he could not tell, unless they were to 
the French to make In^ bi'^hops ricli, 
who had already maile^ViiPmrn bishop^jioor. 

I he right hon. gent, and others had said, that 
the Roman Catholics in Ireland were dis^ati^- 
fied. As to that, he would not deny that they 
might J)e so at jiarticulur periotfs of time. 
He had known them to be sometimes satis¬ 
fied, and sometimes contrary. They were 
satisfied, he said, when the administrutiow 
w-is such as pursued a system •f lenity, and 
did not harass them with disabilities; they 
were dissatisfied when a contrary conduct 
was observed towards them. In 17p3,t’iiey 
’'Arc highly^satisfied with what was done in 
thsir bshulf. He would not say they were 
80 at another periovL when they had Iften 
VoL.IX. ^ ^ . 


persecuted for no greater offence t'nan the 
great and mighty crime of presenting a pfcti- 
tion, f There was an instance on record, 
where two men in the county of Wexford 
were, for the crime of presenting a petition, 
indicted and brougift to ^ria^; and when the 
witnesses carpe to heard against them, tijp 
judge declared from the bench that ev<*iy one 
0 ? them ought to be prosecuted. If they 
were to treat the C*thohcs-of Ireland in the 
way they Iwd been tTHfRl by the late minis- 
ters, they would be gi^«Iy satisfied. He 
would not say they wouldAc«altogether satis¬ 
fied without powc^, bu^hey would be so far 
satisfied as to fight the Front h, which is what 
IS very much to be desired, Bv concediflo^ 
to them the iidvantages they "would have 
dcri\^l from tlie 1 -te bill, it gave them what 
he might cal] with the pin „^N*^iiii1i , 
pomp, and ^ireumstrmet* ot glorious war.** 

It made them in some sort congcc.ia! \\ilh 
rfjLirscIvcs, and thciclJy gave**thcm an.enthu- 
#iasm which they fould not, under the pre¬ 
sent circumstances, be supposed to possess. 

1 he Catholics, lie said, had been reTdS^k- 
able for their loy.iilfy>in proof of which, 
lie cited the jift^mblcs of the act of the 14tli 
of the King, and several others, which , 

to that effect. It Iftid been said that 'vi'c 
ought to be carcrul in preserving the acquisi¬ 
tions of the chuich, and that by favouiinw 
the C’atijolics we shouldjure tlif church^ 

1 lis answer Jo that was, that formerly when 
tlie-Pict^ants were engageej aga'i|^ist the Ca¬ 
tholics. tile disputes were allogeflier between 
themselves; but now tlje Fiencb we^enga'?*' 
getl again^l the wluile,^and agalnst^hat c£ m- ^ 
mon c-nemy til* had to contend, If they'* 
wer(^jt>ined with dfie C'athulics, ther^ was 
eveiy lavourabJe and |l*^obabili^ * 

that they wou)d conqudr-;-if,.M.thc con-• 
traiy, they fou‘;|lit witliout theiif; and should 
be ucaten in the hatde, they would not be 
beaten by the Cuth<llic^, bul by .their «8wn 
prejudices, wnicb dcpn\cd flicm tiic'r as¬ 
sistance. •Ibcsc circumstances required the 
most serious and attentive consideration. It 
had been said that bis majesty iiad been de- 
edved as to the nature, ojicration, and extent *( 
ol the bill in question. * He was 3| a loif to 
find out how this coulijbc. It ap»^rcd tl'at ' 
oirthcSd of Maicli# the ir.inistcfc 
the clause* in the bill for his mujest^s p,-*ru* 
sal, and ^hey* were afp rward'. reined to 
tliem without any objection. The wll was 
ilien given u|^ bO that there could be no 
deception of his majesty on that point. 
With respect to the pledge, it wasimpo^^lc 
they couM accede to st, without tncurrin^lie 
^reatcit disgrace. They mast have reiloanced* 
Y • * 
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tbe j>rincipl?*i of the whole of their former 
life. 'J’bcy must have relinquished thcioffice 
of counKcllors and the hi^b character oi 
statesmen, and hare become the mere crea¬ 
tures of saXsLTy, If <ied wp not to present 
their opinions to the king^ they would have 
gWen up whut former ministers had never 
done ; for many privileges had been granteil 
to the Catholips,^ which they had petitioned 
for at ^various peri<»d^*bi'’ time and been de¬ 
nied, but which privileges had, at a subse¬ 
quent period, b^rcfc^ granted to them. For 
this, various reasonS^might be assigned, ac¬ 
cording to the different circumstances of the 
times. *He wo Jd suppose a French army 
should be landed in Ireland: wodid it 
not be natural to sup(x>^e, that prif^eges 
might ^l^.bc granted which had previous^ 
been tefusco: ^Ministers, in pledging them- 
Bfrives not to bring tbe case of the Catholics 
Under the consideration of his majcst}% wouId«| 
^ve forfeited their duty as officers, and theis 
principles r.s statesmen. He entirely appro- 
conduct of the late minister, because 
be thought it that of«a gce^it stitesmun. He 
had seen the effects of a foriner administra- 
tton, whose conduct had been different to¬ 
wards the Catholics a^inst whom the press 
in Ireland was continually loaded with points 
and paragraphs, which were good composi¬ 
tion, but bad sense, till they stung and 
J^oaded the people almost to madness. Jf we 
joined issue with the Catholics, we should 
right against ourselves. If we would do 
. iveU, we should k^;e[> in mind that there is 
but one •enemy, which is the French; and 
•that our best defence against that enemy was 
our own unanimity. K'c well knew tlvit the 
CathoUcf of Ireland^did not dislike the Pro- 
, festant jyoplc of I^ngland; hSkI he hoj)ed 
the English |>eopjc would not insult tljc re¬ 
ligion of the Irish Calholfcs, He admired 
the ministry for the mildness of the conduct 
they had*pursucd in consequence of the ir»^ 
surrcctions \yhi' h had occurred ki the West 
of Ireland. It had Ixcn productive of the 
happiest effects, by putting a speedy end to 
them, without applying to tlic military fui 
their *a5i^»tance. ’ FJe had^ before adiniitxl 
lord H^dwicke fo^ a sinnhir proceeding, 

. of Icttiq^sllp the dogs of war, 

foith the judges into tbe different 
i counties; and ])uf an end to the 
ice by the fair, impartial, and equal 
hand <ff the law. if he were to say how he 
tbfMrfjht Ireland ought to he fre:iled, he would 
aimHbat the utmost lenienev should beobser- 
vj^. He wouhl make tolerance the rule ai d 
guuleor hisjCondU'U : l.c woyld tcli t^c Jiiih 
Qttbclics, v/kiat he hoped the \b e*of tint. 


.had 
oistur 
riistiir 



night would assure them of, that they had 
not onlyhi rout in England, but a root also 
in that lu^se ; and by those means, he harl 
no doubt,' that whatever might be the event 
of the question, the two nations would be 
united as ohc^aiid the integrity of the empire 
established. 

Dr. Duiirai^i^ began by stating that it had 
been Siiid by ^.veral lionourable gentlemen 
on diHcrcnt dccasions, that the greater part 
of the army and navy of this country consis¬ 
ted of Irish C'athoJ8i:s. He denied such to be 
the fact; and insisted that those Irishmen 
who were in our army and niyy, were most¬ 
ly Protestants. It hud ali^ ueen s-iid, that 
there were 4 millions of Catholics yylreland ; 
but this statement was equally fallacious with 
the other: for 'Ctjt, .Vjrnje pojmlation of that 
coup'i'y amounted to only three millions 
aiy^’a lialf. I’lie Protestunis were in pro- 
poiMon to the Catholics, us two to three in 
number ; and in l>ropt’rty, to fifty to one. 
The house harl been told, that the Komiin 
Catholics would be satisfied if it gave them 
the advantages of ser\*iug#in the army and 
navy, as intended by tbe Imc bill. He w^ould 
tell the house when iIk Homan Catholics 
would be satisfied : if Ircdand were given up 
to them, and they were suH'ered to jdiindcr 
and destroy all the j)ro{>eit 3 ^ in if, they might 
tlien perhaps be rontenf. They lyid at all 
limes, and on every occasion, evinced a 
marked invotciary against the Protestants ; 
and in the invsurrcrtion of irjJH, they had, 
at the very ouUet of the bu incss, so prepared 
their schemes, that they actually destroyed 
50v00 PioUslants in cold blood, in the couise 
ofashoit lime. 'I’liey hud burnt liO in 
one barn, and committed evi ly act of cruelj 
ty that could well (jc imagined. Many of 
them had been •confined in prisons for a 
length of time ; aiul after being liberated, 
had been fonnt.kto be the most active abettors 
and Mipjwrtcrs of the very next disturbances 
that had According to tlie l.ite 

ministci *s l.irc bill, these men might Ik* coin- 
munders-in-chief of the armv, and admirals 
of tlic fleets of this country, vvlKJse daggere 
were 3 ^ct red witli tlic blond of ihci^Piotcs- 
t'lnt brethien. It w'^as iinprissible to admit 
Roman Cal holies to aijj* portion of civil pow- 
Ler; for they had a Icmpofal j>owcr mixed 
'^with their and ecclesiastical cstablisli- 
ment, which they lodged in the hands and 
supremacy ofa foreign j)Ower,who was at this 
time under the rule and direction of Buopa- 
parte, who nominated the bishop, and«kc 
the ])riest. 'i'here was at tills motnenp an 
oamy in Ireland in the pay of Buonaparte. 
Cjcntlemcn talked of conciliating (ho higher 



ord^ of the Roman* Catholtics. Who were 
the higher orders ? He knew not where to find 
them. He wassurc there were not fortyRoman 
Catholic gentlemen in Ireland of 1000/. a year 
each. In order to make those concessions to 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland, which were 
intended to begiverfby the jate bill, there 
must be a repeal of the 'I’est art, and of 
any other acts aj.'alnst the Catholics. Yet 
gcnilemcn went on to say, tjjat this would 

not endanger the established ^urch. What 
Iiad already been the consequence ? When 
the account of this bill urijvcd in Ireland, the 
Roman Catholics called a public meeting ; 
and a Mr. Keo^^h laughed to scorn the whole 
of the. measure, as not containing enough of 
con ; and in menacing terms, declared 

they wouid have all. or none. If the powrrs 
given to lord Cornwallhi, to *nrd Hardwickc, 
and to the duke of iTP^iibrd he bclievc-d also, 
were continued, and proper powers by’iem 
delegated to the magistrates, he wouldjeK- 
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make any^eicuse^ but such as he mighfr ' 
think proper to make. 

Mr. Horner said, if it was not too late, he 
woulA wish the words X.j» be taken down. 

The 5pea/-er said, cases when any* 

thing had intervencyl o^orc it was desired to 
take down the words, it was too late to make 
•^uch a motfcn. * ■ . 

• Mr. wished to know whether he 

had rightly com|)i;phendcd what the hon* 
and learne^ doctor WiSHd. He understood 
him to say, tliat a uobis lord, a privy coun¬ 
sellor to his majesty, h^ i^temptod to sub¬ 
vert the ProtestanS reli^^n, 'The honour¬ 
able and learned gest. ought, therefore, to 
name him, that lie might be protxedcd agsunst 
as such a crime deserved. 

l^rd llou'ick apprehentled the order of 

S IC house was made for the purnos^jf con-^ 
ucting the debates witltdeccu-ry and deco¬ 
rum ; and thirefore, that the nan.c of a mem* 
lx;r of that house was not allowed to be men- 
^tioned in the diecussion of any subject under 
consideration. If tliat was the case, he look- 
ed upon it as mucli mo?e disorderly 
tion the name ofa member of tUc other house, 
as it might be tile means of creating animo¬ 
sities between the two bia ichcs ofthe legis¬ 
lature, He thought, therefore, he was 
strictly ju'^tified in calling upon the lion, and 
learned doctor to name the noble lord he had 
alluded to ; for such was his high respect 
for that noble personage,* that he* could ndt 
sit still, and*liear such a charge made, with¬ 
out taking the notice of it he had done, . 

Mr* Secretary Canning conceived that 
question of order had been decided the 
chair, and that whatever imprudence there 
migl^t be in tlic expression, it was not so 
disorderly as to authorize the call whiAi bad 
been -nude 4br the natnc of the^ioblc lofd, 
alluded to, * 

Mr. Grfnvillp said. It v/as impossible for 
him to believe, till be heard it from the cl^ir, 
lured to subvert the proteStant religion, ai^hat the hon.* and learned ^cnt.,* after the 
crime oi’tlie greatest rnjigniUKle; and he caj- charge Tic,had mat’e against a jfeer of the 
’ ' ‘ should not be obliged *to name that 


gage there would be no rebellion, in Ireland. 
There had been menaces of rebellion, 
there wouM be none. 'J'lic lower orders of 
the Uoinuu C atludjcs who had been giiilty 
of distill bailees, <iad neither Ica.tcrs, arms, 
jiiorpuperty. ll^tknew them \\tll. He 
iKullUed all his life m Ireland ; and laid been 
in evciv jiait ofit. If a French army were 
landed in lielund, he believed they Would 
join it, to a man. ^I'lierc had now been An 
inqnuU^t convention-demand, nay, a direct 
menace, in case their petition was not com¬ 
plied with, 'riiis he cons'idcred to be tlie 
consccjuei’ce ofthe concessions intended to be 
tnaile to them, by a noble lord, lU't in that 
house, whose admini’-tration, he always 
thfiaght, meant to sulncitthc Protestant rtli- 


gion.— 


liOrd HoxiU k rose to order. He said, the 
honourable and learnevf do<j|or had, if he un¬ 
derstood him right, stated that there was u 
noble lord, not in that house, who had endea- 

?!t 


led on him, if he were if^ran, to natt^fc that 
noble lord, that he might be arraigned at the 
bar ofthe house, and brought to that punLsli- 
incnt which his crime deserved. 

JVlr.*P/«wcr desired, that if the hon. genV 
knew of any noble lord who hud been guilts 
of so great a crime, Be would name him, us 
he thought it was liis duty to do. * 

The Sptahr said, he appfthcndcd thifi 
every member had a light, according to the 
order of that house, to deliver his sentiments 
itjfsuch tci ms us he should choose, provideu 
lie did it with decency ; and that he was not 
bound to name whom lie alluded to, nor^to 


noble lord to whom he hud alluded, that he 
might be proceedetl against as the nature of 
his offence required. 



rdii^ to the best of his abil^y. —^ 
he understood Ahc or^'er of that houp, it was 
notallowableto mention The nameofany mem- 
.ber, as it might tend to create ah ^cation, 
and to interrupt the harmony and decorum 
of debate. He always undei-stood, ho^cHir, 
that it wag competent to any member of 

house, in the course of bisspcech^ to aUu4« . 

• • * • ' * 
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to the transactions and conduct of any pub¬ 
lic minister of this country, so as he did it in 
decent terms ; and ^hat in so doing liq was 
not obliged to name'.he. party, nor did he 
thereby commit aify ‘technical violation ol 
the oi tlers of the houlc. • 

, Ur. Dui^etian admittijd that iic had ppo- 
ken with too much warmth on {.he sul)jcct; 
but it* he had used any hiir<h rxi>rc&sion, Ife 
was sorry tor it. ^ As as he recollected, 
he had used the worliy*,''^ a noble lord nut ui 
this house.** No^it wuuld be recollected 
tiiiit 'here \vcicsna.i.y noble lor^ls who were 
not members of cithcr*honsc. I laving made 
this pology, he should n«»t occupy the time 
ot the ho.ise any lo.iger. 

Sir Samuid Rtn./i.f./ Kud, he slioald leave 
to the noble loid opposite ^h’^’d CastieiVigii^ 
to the l ouse, wh.*t had been prd- 

tniscd to the CVit'.orcs of liclaiv/1, and to as¬ 
sign, if he was able to do so, liLs reasons for 
now abandoning them : he had no desire to* 
revive ans' animoducs on arc<>nnt of religious 
clilVeiences of opinion. I’hc (|ue‘tlon now 
the hou.sc was one wli.^ h i.ivolved 
m(»st importa.jt coivstifUlional doctrines: it 
was highly inteiesr.ng to the people at large, 
and as interesting to the soveieign li.mseli as 
to any of his sunjects.'' it was, however, a 
question which, aUUough it coutaiiied an 
absUact piopos.ii(»n. was necessary to be 
bioii^ht lulbre the hons's bccaii'C it referred 
to a j)rinci{wc v.iiith had been .rceiuly at tcff 
upon, i irt t. lie nuesii..»ri hefoi e tiio house 
wa.s, win iher or n. t it was o iis itudonallv 
•^usiifiaoie, (>y ra'.iicr wh..tlii r it w“as> not a 
liigh crime an.i mis lemeanour, in any mi- 
’nibicr in the confidence of hiS majesty, to 

subscribe to a pledge llfal he would nJ. oi^’er 

any a*ivi^e to hU ir-ijf.sty which might ap- 
' pcdi to oim to b” tsseniiid to the infcrcs's 
of the emp re. I lo conceived thal if any in.- 
nistt r should give such a pledge lo the 
Cic vn, it, would be :i hi^n crime and misde- 
mcHnour,in such a inioisUT Lo give it, uud iliftl 
the house would nrgl. ct ii-j duly^'inid betray 
Its trust, ifitdid not inipf ucli such n nnni ur 
for giving such a plcrlgc. H- could nut help 
thinkingthattliis wasa inalterol nioreiinpor- 
tiw e lo^’iie k.ng, m another point ot view, 
than t6^y oi his t.ul>jcc.s; Ibril’his counsellors 
,^«^di^Qf[>li:ilge iiicniacivcs not to advite* hio 
*? majesp upon any particular tubjeet, when 
it mig^ happen tUit it was their duty lo offer 
him advice; ihe most alarming cfrl cts might 
be produced from that pledge. A ques ion 
more imjHirtanl to the crown than the jire- 
&»t was hardly possible to be conceived: 
indeed, the docirine he had luar'cl tliat nigijt 
‘ lad him, frtm the great respect lir hud for the 


understandings of the gentlemen who main¬ 
tained It,,to suspect that all he had formerly 
heard concerning the proper privileges of a 
111 mber of parliament, all he had heard of 
he diiiies of a cunfidential adviser of the 
crown, all he had read, and all he had hi- 
therfo been iWnking of the principles of the,. 
• onstitutio.i, and all he had read on constitu- 
tioi al auth iritk-fi, hud been entirely wrong ; 
for be . ad .IwLys understood the doctrine to 
be, that tne king could do no wrong ; and 
he ba ..nderstoud. tiat inasiin lo be one in 
which the s.icuritj^ of tlic public, and that 
oi the honour and dignity of the crown, 
were uuiUil, and a maxim on wliicli both 
tiicse j>omts iiidtcrially dtpciuh d ; for, by 
this sort of plcd^'c, tlu- whole nature of the 
responsibility of state wouM be taken 

awav ; tncrc watjldJbc no security ag.iln.'t 
tht^’^ost inii orous int.nliuus ui irrcip' nsible 
a‘*W^5i*rs; lor iiiiiiisU.'ra wouhl not be an¬ 
swerable, and coulv! not be answcrubic, for 
iinv advice which they did not give ; ami 
tlify could not give ih.it which they stood 
pledged to withhold. Tins muttci was ihc 


more alarming, wliei he* h unit fioui the 
light lion, the chuncello/ of the exchequer, 
that he thought there weic c-ises wlierem 
li s inaiestv aeted w'ithout any acUico what- 

^ ^ m • 

even Now, w,taunt mianmg to involve 
l?is majesty in anv kind of c« i.*>me, this doc¬ 
trine went to charge lii-i iii.ijt sly • Altii iho 
gieatest ccii-sUie. Lut du* li^nt bon. g'Jr.t. 
s.iid tliat the pres.-iit inutidn went lo biuii; 
h.s majesty to the bar of that hou'cr.— [Hear* 
bear!] Tlur.: was no dc-ire wiialjver to 
include his majesty in auv c» nsuie lor what 
had i)een done ; nor had lids motion ny 
Si eh tendency ; cn the txmlrary, it h. 
iliiecl tendency to protect the king, and .o 
snppuit the ina^xiiii^ il.al lie (Muld do no 
wrong; which cciuld never he cione by al- 
lOw'ing any of his iiiinisi.*rs to enter into a 
^pledge not ttp oiler him advee upon any 
givxii si'bjecU indeed, iio* cimM m.t help 
iliini'dng thc.c uiu.h novtlty in Uic doc¬ 
trine ot the right hon, gent., v\'lio had taken 
on himself to s.iy mat ti»c»c weie a< ts i-i 
which his majesty exeicised hi?» priTOgalue 
Without any advice whatsoever;'and this 
he appeared to speak from certain know¬ 
ledge on souic parti t'iar point'-. I'hc words 
of the right huii. gent, wi re “ that to the 
..esi of his’*knowledge and Inliof, the king 
had no advi-cr upon that |)oii»t of requ<.*sting 
the plcdge^tiirit he did not believe ti>c 
king had had any adviser; and that he^did 
not think the country w'OuKl believe the king 
i ad any adviser upon tliat point."«—Now, 
fie had always understood that there was no 
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exercise of the * prerogative whatever, in 
which the king had not some adviser; that 
even in calling certain persons into his coun¬ 
cils, he must have some adviser. Unques¬ 
tionably his m.ijesty might call any man in 
the kingdom to his councils, or he might 
iniiko a confident ad^Ker of a Aan whom the 
house had declared they had no cf)nfidcncc 
in, or even a man whom thi^ house had cle- 
clrircd to have been guilty of ^Tgioss vioUtion 
ol the law. [Ileju! hear I] Uis majesty might 
call into his ccmmils suffh a man, and the 
law said, that llic king can do no wrong ; but 
those who advised the king to take such a 
step wcie responsible to this house and to 
the country. Ills majesty might call m to 
be his iuhiscr a person against whom certain 
llfsolutions had bccn^ntc>ed on the Jour- 
nk:ls of that house —a person who had^ b« cn 
broui^ht to trial ; wVio had been acquitted iii- 
dciicl, but so acquitted, that not any ‘iV, 
iHinu lous and poworliil fricntls had ever yetj 
attempted to offer to this house a inoiio^i to^ 
r(!scind those resolut.oris from the jt/unials. 
Ills inaj< stv might call to his Ci uneds such 
a man, who had indeed been acquitted by a 
j nuxjmits' of his pfxrs ; but who could not 
retutn to l.iat liouse, witiiout looking at the 
counTcnances of tiiosc who sat neai and op- 
jH)S:tc to him ; anfl, from the as-ocial4on of 
ntras, read isi thotjy countenances the word-' 

\ lliev 'dPnd tht ic were bZ cfi them) had uttered 
of him, “ guihv nj on my iionour.” 

Mr. V lose to »uder. Me ccMircivcd 
the In'in. and le-rned jreat. u.ts m.iwinif an 
allusion etjvnlly personal >Aith tlj.it made be- 
lorc by the learned doctor, and tliat hr ought 
to name tljc name to which he had alluded. 

Mr. IVuid conceived, that b\ an aualogi- 
• cal dedih tion fiom lijc decision of the chair, 
in tlic ease of the letffjietJ doctor, ihe hon 
and Itartied gent, was perfectly jusliried in the 
ullu'^ion lie had made. 

Sir Soitnw! iiomillv pr8crcded, Ilcolij 
s( rvnl ti’.at, by the qjiii^i^ion of the coub- 
t»y, the ehoiec of his mimstrrs was ufldoubt- 
rdly vested in tlic king. He might Gill t 
his councils whom he pleased, but that act 
nuist be done by advice, and the adviser must 
he ic^KMisible. If it wa-) allowable tor mi- 


a contrary principle having prevailed. Ko 
man entertained a more sincere veneration 
for the throne than he (^id, and he only wish¬ 
ed to support those privic^les upon which its 
true security rcstc^. The hon. gent, who 
moved the previous quistlon, was of opinion 
that the pre»nt ministers had entered into tio 
pjedge not |o give his majesty advice on the 
subject of Catholics. Now, as the late 
ministers were because they re¬ 

fused this •pledge, the present ministefs were 
placed in this dilemma, ejtlier the pledge was 
implied, or they Jiad ^received his majesty, 
for it was not jiretcnded that his majesty liad 
any’objection to his late ministeia, except the 
diHcrence of opinion which occurred on this 
subket, Jt the former opinions of the pre- 
senv mini^tc^s were referred to, it w^uld be 
Tound that f-ome ofthernhad because 

mea‘'.ures sitnilar to the bill*which,had been 
withdi-awn could n»t be carried. He depre¬ 
cated the excilintr ol reli^^'ious animositir« in 


nislcis i«» exclude ihcmsrlvfs from givin<r ad- 
:;uy one subject, 


VKT on 


thev 


might extend 

tii^ same cAciusion to othcis. J'hcy iniglit 
buul tlicinsrlves not to give adticc asio thcjKi- 
licy of peace or v\ar, on commerce or finance 
till they left lliemsclves no duty to excr- 
Sr. It was, liowpvcj, of the greatest im- 
poitance to Ins majesty tl at the doctrine of 
respoiisihlc advisers should be strictly raain- 
fr.incd. History ha«l unfolded the evils of 


religious animosities in 
tlic country. Me Jiad seen, with regret, a 
declaration of his right hon. friend Per¬ 
ceval) in a country yujxrr, which he thought 
had that tendency. Me J>ronounccd an eloquent 
panegyric on the virtues of his right hon. friend 
whose, worth and s'^iccrity he well kricw ;• 
but he begged him to consider what dreadful 
consequences might result if he should un- 
toriunatcly succeed in reviving religious ani¬ 
mosities in the present period. • • 

Mr, Bai/iursi regrt itcd mucb that a ques¬ 
tion should be introduced to the considera¬ 
tion •f that house which necessarily brought 
into discussion the personal conduct of the 
Sovereign. Tiie proposition stated by tbt^ 
learned gent, who had just sat down, that 
ihAc was no act of the crown*wiilTout re- 
.'poiisibjlit^ was no dbubt corrciV "cnerifllv 
speaking, but yet there were sdme excep- 
t.ons to that •projxisition, and among the 
tivst tliat must be admitted, where hi^ ma¬ 
jesty had IK) advisers, l^uch vtas the case 
when* he had removed his mlhistcrs; and 
unless the exception to responsibility be al¬ 
lowed in that case, the king’s prerogative of / 
choosing hisown ministers must benugatory./ 
Now, as such changos-were li^le •often to' 
occur, he could not but dcprccal? thc^lca ol 
mak'ug his majestv^s motives y*"-ajeripJ} m 
these instances a iftattcr for invcrrigation it. “ 
that house, and still more did he^eprecate 
liie public statcmeiu Af his majesty’s private 
conridaitial communicatitiiiS with his minis¬ 
ters, particuftrly as individuals. Jt was ' 
monstrous, then, to say that Ills m^esty 
cuukl apt in any case act without adviifc, for 


iu cascsot thisnatiTrc where he differed froiy 
his *piirastC’iS, he ha.! no erg, and tc- 
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sponRibility could not be said^to attach to answer to such address should be, *\'dt his 
any »ne. When his maj» sty demunded the majesty had no advisers in either case; 
pledge referred to, and which pledge no ml- what then would tbllow ? Why, that blame 


nc iiau any auviscrs^norr <Jia 11 loiiow oi nc“ I puicu. iiius inc maxim, mat tnc King 
rcssity that he had. He repcatctl his regret could do no wrong,'might be exploded by 
tnat a question oi this Mature sfiould be sub-I the ejects oF this motion. For he conUl 
mitted to the house, because idiucviuibly in- I not say where the ojieratiou of the object, 
volved the discus-ion oi^^h (pnduct of the I which this mStion ajijiearcd to have in view, 
king, whose .d not, ^consistently might tcriuinSe. 'I'he whole question as to 

with‘the practice ot the house; be introduced the c\crcise of lus majesty's prerogative 
on any such occ^ion. This was the first might be throwt^oprn. After a re-olutiori 
instance he had e^^l,,h^ald of, in which the nf censure upon the dismissal of the late mi- 
personal conduct i f the sovereign was so ex- nisters, another censure might be pronounced 
pO'cd to discussion in that house, But it I upon the appointment ol the jiretcnt, and 
was stated, that the proposition before the thus the prerogative would be cxtli*.* t. But 
house was a tniisui. He would admit that, j looking to that prerogative, which must he 
as ev*;^^^un mu t: but, then, could gehtlp-1 exercised by the sou'Tcign alone, as essenti il 
men suppose that such general adniisslon c\- I m tlic constitution, because essential to pre- 
empted-them Vrom shewing, that there was 1 scj»^ tlie power and importance of tie* mo- 
any necessity for that house publicly to rc-J‘ipiiy, he could not assent to :i motion, 
solve ift si pport of that tFuisni ? 'I here were I which had a tendency to, or at least tlircaten- 
in this rase two questions to be considered ; I ed con3e(|ucnces, which might shake its se- 
fir^ A* hether tb: rc wa*'any need foradoptingl curity. Under all these circumstances, the 
this truism, and secondiv* what consequences I right hon. gent, felt himself bound to dissent 
were likelv to follow from its adoption ? As Irorn the motion hetor'* tlic hou-ie ; and this 
to the first, the neecssitv stated was the per- must be conslderid to him a outy of sonu.'> 
sonal con('uct of the^ sovereign, and uponjl’idn. Tor lowaids llm noble Imd on the 
such a ground b«- could not assent to the mo-1 bench,and Ids cojlcaguiN, he cn- 

tion. Although the right of the noble, lord | tcrtifined the nioM unfeigned puldic riiul pii- 
to explain his conduct in the transaction I Vftte resput, and he ‘■ii,-ccrcly bolIe\rd that 
which led to this tnotion might be adinittcil, [ iti the part they'Iiad acted, whii liMic was 
still, tiie propriety oi making thaC explanation j compelled to regret, llieir ‘>ii!y olt'.a t was to 
the ground of a parliaineiitarv proceeding j set themselves rigln with llie puldir. But 

jnight be consistently denied. For Himself, * -. .j—.. 1....1 1 ... * 

howevtr, he could not but say, that lie re¬ 
gretted tin explanation had taken place, and 
tne reasons w'hich produ/'cd this regtet, \irged 
him ^so I") dfjirecate the publication of se- 
, vViral pnvalc documents, w'hicK ought never 
to have been brouglit before that house or the 
country. I'hev were, incited, such d?icu- 
inepts, and the paper read by the right hon. 
chancellor of the exchequer, wfis of that de-, 
senption, *for tlie production of whfch the 
house could not consistently address his ma¬ 
jesty. It would be indecent to demand a 
communication of such papcis from the 
. kin^^ as jkid been'on this occasion most im- 
y properly faid before the public. But, to rc- 
v y^ra,* fiV question oT responiibiiity, anrUto 
^neconaqnei cts wlnc^ might fojiow Irom 
an acqiestence in the motion N'fore the 
house : suppose his itiajcsry should be called 
ij])on by an address of that house, and lieJ 
put If, as one consequenceorthii motion, to 
stiie by whom he had been advised to de¬ 
mand the {>kdge alluded to in the debate, or 
, (tv (Usrei R h|s late niin.tts:rp;^ And tliat the 


wlicii such csplanations as hud lu en m.ule in 
ti is affair, must turn upon matters of pricatu 
coaver^at■OlI with the king, he could not 
liejp expre-sing his soirow that they shoidd 
ta'Ke place. He would, however, be alwavs 
ready to bear testimony to the honourable* 
motives which a'tua'tcd the conduct ol* the 
gentlemen on tlie oj position bciuh, for 
wliuse (haracter he felt the highe-t respect. 
t\\ ith the gentlemen who occupied! the tica- 
sury bench he 4no connection whatcvei, 
altiioftgh for some of them, no doul^, he en¬ 
tertained a friendship, but in this insiance he 
was influenced solely liy ihctOusitleiaiions he 
had stated, and a st nse of the importance of 
llic question niuler disci.ssion, in*'uliicli 
sense he hud ro doubt tlie house would con¬ 
cur wdth him ^ 

Sir y^'/rr Mnrrnv (in a maiden speech) 
sMd, that heVully agreed in the justand con¬ 
stitutional sentiments which the house liad 
just heard. But before he proceeded to ani¬ 
madvert ujwn the motion befoie the hoiisp, 
he thougl I it necessary to ad\rt t to the rc- 
mjfiks ot the hon. uml learned geut. (sir S. 
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BomillyWith regard to a subject which I those gentlemen say if the converse of the 
that hon. and learned gent, had chosen to h.roposd.on were taken in an opposite event ? 
bring under consideration, although notat all Suppose the majority of the ords had voted 
connected with the motion. That hon. and for the conviction ot the isoble person accu- 
learncd cent, began his speech by deprecating sed, and a number equirf to the muion.y on 
any deviation fmm tfie questian before the that raom had voted for his at^uittal 
house, and still more any rancorous re- would those Igentlemen allow the friends oT 
marks, such as he ascribed to the hon. and the noble lor^to say, •• what signified a con- 
learned doctor (Duigeiinn). Npw, he would viction wher Jso respectable lords yo- 

appeal to the house, whether that Icaftied ted for accpiiftal r sure that, they 

.-■ent. was less devious than the learned doc- would not listen to sucUa proposition, and 
tor, and whether he exlftbited a spirit less why, then, should theyev'ect that their 
rancorous? The hon. baronet contended that mode of putting tlft converse should lie at* 
it was not necessary to move the rescinding tended to ? 1 hat the noble lord s acquittal 
of the resolution* of that house, with re- sliourd do awav any allu.sioii to his,case in 
w.ird to Sic noble lord ^ Melville) referred to the shape of reflection was but the language 
by the learned gent., after he had been ac- of jjjstice, and he was p-rsuaded that in 
quitted by the tribunal before which he was njaintainin ■, it he was actin.r in un.i«iu.f with 
tried, anv more than it would be to jiropose the candour jnd liberality of j rtritLsh house 
evpunmni' an information at law lrom-.be of commons. With rccirdtothe quesuon 
rccorvl” after the subjert of that informriie)iU.beibrc the house, ttlc lion, haronet main- 
had been acquitted. Such a proceeding wasTtained, that when- goiitleinen on the other 
neither usual nor neccs-sary. But the indif- side talked of tbeir otvn vindication, they 
ference nuinilVstcd for the verdict of that meant cvidriitly the ciimina ion of llt«'i|er 
high tribunal, before which the noble lord party, and th.a party w-is the I iiig; and to 
aliuded to h.id been acquitted, proceeded sanction their views wo-Id of couis- be to 
sfiont the same spirit of p.trty w-hich wouldisubvert the coii-titutional maxim, that Ahe 
treat with disrcUrdi the conscience of tlielking can do no w-rofl -. This maxim was 


ki 

m 


these gentle en, 
argument was 


iiig. 'J’his a(;quittal. however, ou;;ht to hidcciJ acknowledged hy 
lake tigreater impression, il the clrcninstan- hut ihc tendency of t!u- 
*'cs wi rc taken into (Hmsideration und* r whitTli ill is—that the King could do no^right bi^ 
it wasiltaiiied. 'J’hut illustrious pcr.voii (Mr. with tlu.n.^ Indeed, from the vhole tenour 
Piit), who was the friend of the accused, of their recent conduct und obscrA'ation, they 
was no moie, while, on the other hand, the had placed their sovcirign in such a situation 
party' wa*^ in jxiwer who were liis active and before the countr*, as to induce an opinion 
implacable enemies, At such a time the no- thut he was a man of no intellect wnatever, 
hie lord was biought to trial; all the inflii- wtiicii, by thc-byc, was an t\bibition only“ 
t'ucc ol power was exerted againf.t him, and to bn made by' a p My, il ‘ ocli a p.irty^there 
that powtr industriously engaged in abetting could be., who wished to U'^aip power of 


*and takingadvantagr the false imprcfisloii'^ 
ol' the case wlii< h had berti spreatl abroad ; 
still the noble lord was acquitted. But the 
learned gent, was sui 7 )rixed 0 that iwt witli- 


ciiJure the rcrollccilomofl^i UiU\' upon my 
honour,?* w'liich must ocrur to him m tue 
^Jiouse of lords. Were there not, ho\se\v*r, 
otlicr words to be recollcttcd tiuio als(»' 
Was ^ic word guilty** alone tiiat up^n 
v'liieh the Icatned gent.’s recodcclioii could 
dwell ? were coiuiqtion, jumishiueu', ..:kI 
jieisccution, the only Tilings that could saitst^' 
his cais ? 1 he leariicd gent, mjjsl retnenilicj, 
that the noble person .illudtd to, lieard that 
result at the tribunal, under considerations 
'^liich must hr satisfaciorv to him. But the 
learned gent, had insinuated that which had 
been s.ikl bcTure, naraelv, what signified an 
acquittal, where so many of the judge s no¬ 
ted for cou\iction ? NN^iat, how-rver, would 


the FONerCigfl, and go\crn ihe country in his» 
n.injc. 1 I'J he bclii'vcd thes:* k entTcmen had 
iouml their sovef ig.i (]uile a dilKnent pf'rson, 
.'Voin the in hnuciit and tiriiiness uhiej^h's 

. V -.I - •_ .11 __ 


standing such ycquittal, the noble lord could*jim:iiestv bad t■^in^':d npon*this, ^ well as 

upon inaii^ other occasions. 

Sir ^■. JlofrifUu, in evpianarion, said that 
he did not mi in in the I'-ast degree to jcficct 
upon the dLtcnninalion ot tiie jkvis on a rc- 
ccnl nial. iI''^only iutfiiMed t> Sail *t<i the 
lecollcctlon of tile hou|j;, that tlnne Ihid D*"eh 
olijrctiona both to form ot lliV a.r-y')r,s*^ 
and to tlicrtuanii'T of tl:e prool, andithut 5i 
lord.s had* 5taid*upou their honour, tpat lord 
Melvillf was guilty. 

Mr. after .compUnicnfiiig the 

e-mdour, mndw'Kuiou, and muii.’incss with 
which the quistiun before llie house had l^cn 
treated by his hon. ^iend who introducea it, 
nbscivi’d, tlia: Jrotu the i aiior.j^antl contra-• 
di( torv Sv ntiments which had Ifccn delivered. 
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i& the course of the debate, upom the subject 
to which the motion referred, it was essen¬ 
tially necessary that the house should c^me to 
some declaration, ns to what the constitution 
w:is upon this inip6rtant p}int. It appeared 
that a very j*toss mistnderslanding did prevail 
the fetibjcct of the institution and reli¬ 
gion of the country, from what Ihc house had 
heard of the one fiom the rigKt lion, gerft. 
below him (Mr. BathuftA), iir[l of the other 
from ahe right h6n. gent, on the opposite 
ttde (Mr. Perceval).' Some do'ctwncs had in¬ 
deed been adwnre\in the course of this de¬ 
bate, which, if not ("Tplotlcd, the power of 
the house of commons was gone, and^rcli- 
gk>us te^cration but an empty name. I'lie 
rjorht hon. I'cnt. below him had told the 

tJ 4 > - 

house of certain timed when the king could 
act fornCtmsi^f without advisers, and that ds 
constitutionally^ he *could do mo wrong, no 
rcsponsfbilitv could attach to such actions. 
Now, this was a doctrine against which he 
must enter an immediate protest. For 
contrary was it to the fact, that there w.is not a 
mcment of the king’s life, from his acersaion 
to his demise, that tficre was not a person 
constitutionally responsible for his actions. 
This was the doctrine which he and his 
friends maintained, ana when gentlemen de¬ 
precated the consideration of the personal con¬ 
duct of the king, it should be rccolh rted by 
vhom th*it pcisopal conduct was brought 
into discusKon. It ceitaiidy not by 
his friends,' but by those who asserted, 
that the kin^ actetl for himself and, w'itli- 
out ar;y adviseis. Put this was a propo¬ 
sition which he would never admit: and the 
bouse of commoiia w’h:ch should acquiesce 
in thekestablishment ol sifch a doctrine, \^ouhi 
AK:lare i'.lelf a nonaiility. 'Ihc right hon, 
•gent. bel*w him had stalcfk, tnat the king 
had no advice when the pledge was required. 
This asscitiun was also made by the picsent 
miriHs ers.a Thus they who, professed so 
much reverence ‘for hi,-. niajesU, dis^ldirncd 
any <onrcrn'or advice in one act of his to 
which all agree lha' no minister ought to 
subscribe, and thus leave him naked and cx- 
)>osed.altijgciher ; .withdrawthat srpport 
tn^owed liirn ; thati.s m cither terms, 
they dechneil to become resjjons'.blc for tiic 
.^cmrduct of their snvewign. But the confeti- 
lution yfould not allow ibcm thuS to dctlin? 
and shuter them^eUcs from responsibility ; 
for, baying accepted the offices fiom which 
bis friendff near him had rctirtd, becaure they* 
would not subscribe that pled.ge, these hon. 
geVlemen inoxirrcd the. responr.ibility which 
they manifested so mifch anxicty*to avoid; 

‘ fu/a vciy g(%>d reason indeed, lycause the 


pledge itself was such as no man ven¬ 
ture to defend. After some further animad¬ 
versions ujion the question of ministerial 
responsibility, and dilating upon the neces¬ 
sity of enabling members by some declaratory 
resolution to slate to t\^eir constituents what 
responsibility.really meant, abemt which, 
after the doubts it had been involved in by 
this debate, tai;ir constituents would 
rall^ be anxiocs to enquire, the hon. gent, 
proceeded to observe ii]>oii the explanation 
which tiic liuuse had heard of tlie conduct of 
the late ministers. ^ '] hat explanation, which 
was in his mind perfectly satisfactory, and 
which was strengthened by what liad been 
said this night by the right hon. the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer, was inTj^irioudy 
called for b)' the misn-prcscntation of ihcir 
conduct and views,^ which hud been so in¬ 
dustriously circulated by the publications of 
“ Protebtant,” in a morning paper, 
‘Ivli6 bad evinced as much bigotry as ever 
[prejudice had ascribed to a Catholic, and par¬ 
ticularly bv the manner in which the mi¬ 
nutes of the cabinet had been comuiunicated 
to the public. These coiifeiderations, com¬ 
bined with the address of the right hon. the 
chancellor of the cxciicqucr, to his consti¬ 
tuents, lending as they ilid to Coliimniatc 
tlicIr^jOwn character, but still iuo?e to revive 
tl^o cry of “ No Popery,” which had pio- 
duced such calanvloub A'encs in IT^O, len- 
dered ihc exjdanatioiis n lcircd to peculiarly 
desirable, and he had no doub; of their having 
had a most salutary operation. With regard to 
the conduct of the right hon. (not karm d**) 
gent,, for he was no lon^icr “ learneilit ap¬ 
peared that i»c held himself forth as tlie 
ch am I ion of l\.e church, prochduring that 
he had quitted his profession to save ii from 
d.in^cr. It the riglrwhon. pent, icallv felt so 
much anxiety for the interests and safety of 
the » hurch, liow, he vxoohi ask him, could 
he feel in hi? prt*ci*t c(/iiipaiiy ? One of his 
collca-urs, the noble niin.iUir for the war 
dtp lament (loTS^K^aAlercaghh was jdedged 
to promote the claims of the ('atholics wlrc- 
thcr in or out of office, thoqgh t’.rat noblv 
lord knew the danger w hich might arise, and 
us ti»e old story went, that “ tin CVholics, 
mirrht airain wadi tluir hands in Piolestant 
Mood.” What ('luiijVaii chanty must the 
fight hon. gent, have^ under such circum¬ 
stances, to uosociatc vvitli such a colleague! 
But there was another instance in which the 
right bon. gent, did not fed rjuilc so much 
alarm as to the Catholics, or so much ob¬ 
jection to their advocates, and that was duriihg 
the administration of Mr, Pitt, who was 
alio pledged to tb-. Catholics. At that time. 
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howevef^U did noteuit .the rigM hon. geat/s 
>coDVcnieBce to raiw the cry of tkc church ’is 
i|i danger. Reverting to the pledges of the noble 
lord (Castlereagh), the hon. meml>cr alluded 
jiarticuUi'ly to the paper circulated by the 1 rish 
government, which fcJPi>Ucitly pledged tliat no¬ 
ble lord to support the claims ol the Catholics. 
[Lord CastlercagU across the^table—Never, 
never so pledged.] Tlie hont^eat. resumed 
and stated that his observation W'as founded 
on general rumour. If, however, the noble 
Jord did not sign such a ^)apcr, the rumour 
must be groundless. but it was to be re¬ 
collected, that although the existence of suett 
a pledge had beeii^often asserted in that house, 
it nevej4was contradicted before;, and certain- 
)y Mr. Pitt never disavowed it; and he, as 
well as lord Coruwallisttnd the noble s»cTe> 
taiy of state, were understood to be included 
in it.—The hon. member ag^ain took no’^ce 

.... _ c» .IV 


introduction of his lordship was advised by 
the present ministers, they had advised that 
which was extremely disrespectful to the 
house. When it was prof>osfd.to address the 
throne, praying that hi%majesty would <lis- 
njiss lord Melville from his presence aijd 
councils fortver, Mr, Pitt said, that it was 
giving unii^ssary pain to an iiidividu tl al¬ 
ready sufficiAtly ^icted, since, ns long as 
the resolulipjTO of remained on the 

journals, he Could not be received into the 
confidence of thesoverei^ ^ He (Mr. W.) 
put this situation t6 an •indignant house, and 
to an indignant people. What pros]>rct of 
advantage parliament could have with inin:*:- 
ters acting under suqh discordant p .nciples 
npon^i matter of vital importance, nc A'ould 
i(iave to others to determine. It h;wl been 
said, that thi^ was not iiften^lfid as a solitary 
VQtc. No doubt it was not : Itmusf be fbw 


of the right hon.gent.’s endeavour toraiseitlli^owed up,and quickTy too, by other rcsolu* 
^ P , P. , .. . r.: _ t. j 1 . .1. • 1_ 


cry of the church ill danger, even after the 
bill was dropped and the danger had ceased. 
-[No , said Mr. Perceval, across the table, 
for the bill is stillbefore the house.] What ! 
continued Mr. Whitbread, docs the right 
^bon. gent, return to his ancie.it profc^siot , 
to bring forward a special plea? The bill 
was laid down by his noble friend, and nu 
one had maAife^tt^l the least inclination to 
take it up. Thereikre it had been abandotf- 
ed, idiRough still, tcchn'icdlly, before the 
house.—Alter |otnc rcinavks upon the right 
hon. gent.’s predilection for jiolitics, and his 
preference of that line to the profession to 
which he had been brought up, tlic hon. 
member proceeded to comment upon the 
coronation oaih, and refuted the idea, that to 
concede farther to the ('alholics would iyvolve 
fl violation of that oath, by stating, that long 
ufU'i that was settled, Cathohes had scats in 
that bouse. I he right hon. gent, had talk- 
ed of the Reformation, hut ^ the principles 
for uhichhc conteiidc'd had been fornicrly 
maintaincil, iliat reforsnati^ff would never 
liavchi en accomplished. He (Mr. W.^was 
aealous a Protestant »s any man, hut it was 
no part of his ihiili to coasigi. thousands to a 
premature grave ; and to pv-rsxute, in anj 
form, was not the r- ligion he professed. Did 
the right hon. f^ent. rcinembcr the flames 
which only a feW j-eJls ag.i spread detruc> 
tinainthe capital, and did Iic^ncan to cir¬ 
culate his advertisements, to revive the expi¬ 
ring embers ? Th-' question as applicii to 
lord Melville, was noi, il’hc, being acquitted, 
was admissible to t. e roval councils, but if 
he, with the fesoluiionsot the house of com 
mo ns agauist him, could he ccnsisteutly phi 
ced in that situation of confidence I f ihi. 
VoL. IX. 


lions, it hud been objected that the house 
should iiiter{X)se on this occasion. But it ' 
was neither unusual nor unconsti utioiiSt -feir 
it to interfere, and give i^ advice to thecrown 
in iifPairs of such hi.h importance. He en¬ 
tertained a high rcspL'ct for most of tke* 
incniher.s of tiie late administr..tion ; but 
wh. U ver m ght l^e h’s opinion of them, the 
qu^sdoa v/as not now who should be minis¬ 
ter, but how we should be&t uphold the Bri^ 
tish constitution. • 

Mr. lloxe said, that at the timtf the pledge 
was demanded from hi^ majesty's late minis¬ 
ters, there could be no responsible advisers. 
If, then, there were no advisers, whit were 
thobc who supported the motion do:ug, but* 
trying his majestv's^condutt at the of 
the house ? [Ix»ad cry.of questioJi I qucsi 
thm '] - * • 

LjkI Utm'icJc observed, that the impatience 
which was tX'idn ed t< come to a <lccisioo, 
would induce him to i'CCi.py as liqle ol#i:c 
lime of jhc heuse as jKissiblc.* Soiye tilings, 
l!Owevcr, Wid jwssed, whicu he flu uglit iiim- 
^clf bound to notice. The allusions which 
had been made to lord ^ .clviPc, he maiutaili^i^ 
ed, were not foreign to the^dhcu‘‘Smn. ^ The 
hon. baronet iJ*uicr ihc“ gallery 
.iliirrav) had cidled late admlnistfation a 
fir^i. n : whatpait q^iheii conduct dcaci'f'sJ 
tint appelkiti'> 11 , he would leave i'-^to th^ 
house and^.he cbuiitry to^dclci inmc ;/ but be 
tleficd the hon. baronet to j)iodute uiiy in¬ 
stances of powc^ cxciied*ag;unst lo^'d Mel¬ 
ville. If it were decent to entc'- into an ex- 
amimvlion of the p.oceedings on that tiia'% it 
w ould be e.is\ to shew, that a gr.Mt majority 
ol the^)cers, holding office . ilwoted for the 
ucquiteiil. With regard to tlfe motion, he 
Z 
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liad never heard language more unconstitu- leas e^dent than the present case afforded.— 
tional tfnan that which had been introduced An hon. gent, bad argued, that it -was somcr 
into the present discussion. He agreed with what extraordinary that discontents should 
bis boo. friends, tlbt there could constitution- exist amonst the lowest orders of the Irish 
ally be no act of the ^rov^ without a respon- Catholics, and yet the boon proposed was in* 
^ble adviser.^ He also ftoncurr^ in the opi- tended for the higher orders. But to this 
nion that there had, pn the relent occasion, be would answer, that the reason why the 
been secret advisers, and that imcb pains hhd great mass of , 1 ^ Catholic population in Ire- 
bcen taken to poisontMjfciroyif mind. He land bad not ^ome forward of late years to 
had season to 'bdiSV(!'"&iat the nfcasure allu- furnish its quota to the military service of the 
ded to had been the* result of advice. Indeed, country, was because the higher orders 
he did happen to fttnow that advice had been were not ailowed^tbcir rank in the service, 
given, and this wai>u*tinie in which he iclt it and that, inconsequence, their influence was 
to be his duty to speak out plainly. C^i the withholden from recruiting for that service. 
Saturday belbrc the pledge was required, A learned doctor (Duigenan) had denied the 
lord Eldon had an audience of his majesty ; fact of any deficiency in the reenjiting scr- 
what passed at that interview, he duV, not vice being felt on this account; for that 
pretendHo state ; that, he would leave tfte three-fourths of thrf army raised in Ireland 
nouse to conjecture. He muss also observe, were actually Protestants. If this statement 
that beYorcyhc had lit^prty to state that'a true, it went in support of the measure 

new administration was forming, lord Eldore ^t^sed ; for if, out of the military raised in 
and lord Hawkesbury had been sent for Ireland, three-fourths were Protestants, and 
Windsor, Lord Eldon and lord Hawkes- oi»c-fourthonly Catholics, where the propor- 
bffr^were, then, the responsible persons. He tion of population was exactly the contrary 
had introduced the Oatfiolic bill, in the hope way, it was proof irrefragable that the Ca- 
that the advantages it was calculated to pro- thoHc population of Ireland did not furnish 
dtrcc, would have bee^ obtained without ex- its proportion to the public service. He was* 
dting any of those animosities in the country, willing to gwe credit fo a right hon. gent, 
which by. artifice had been called forth since (Mr^ Perceval), when, for the part he had 
the question was agitated. But when he ^ken on this subject, he disclaimed all illi- 
!&>und, that, instead of producing union, bcral motives; but yett from his ^avowed 
it was likely to disunite, he vitlidrcw it. junction with parties out of doors, and the 
These considerations, and the misapprehen- language of advertisements ^and hand-bills 
sion which bad unfortunately occuricd, af- addressed to his constituents at Northampton, 
forded a sufficient vindication of his conduct it would api>car that some little exertion had 
. with respect to the bill ; but he pi'cssed it been made by him to raise a cry ot religious 
on the recollection of the house, that the in- *^ancour in the country. No man admired 
trodwetion of that bill \9as not the groiAid of *Tiore than he did a man of truly religious 
dUmiftal of his majesty’s ncynisters,—He principles, because such a man must be dis- 
‘ stated, fctiat the late administration had in P<»cd to inculcate aynongst his neighbours 
contemplation some arrangynents respecting fellow subjetts all the feelings ot mutual 
tithes, which was a constant subject of irri- charity, and benevolence : but of 

taAm in Ireland ; but he was a/raid that any the miFcbievtf>us characters which inrcste<l 
propositionofthitkindwouldhavcbrcnrepre** human society, that man wa^the most to be 
■fcnted as another attack on the‘established ^Icte^cd, who,^hth scligion on his lips, and 
church. I'.vcn by the hon. sentiemenon the nmcourandintolerance in his heart,sought, for 
jppositesidc, the members of ihelateaciminis- purposesof personal advantage and tempos* 
^ration wore acquitted of any intention to de- interest, to excite amongst his fellow sub- 

accusation which had jfcte lanatical hatred and bigoted dis^ntions. 
been niade against them in the public prints say that the right lion. g-nt. 

orthis metropoh's; iM if they had b'cen done so, but lie was totally at a Joss to 
"gtiilty/of that fraudulent intention, that fonceivehowhecouldreconcileittoaiiyviewf 
'wouldtot have reivlered the‘dem*and of the duly, to ^ve any eDCOuragement to reli- 
plcdge.ft 5 »nstitutional proceeding- It was gious rancour, which could Iwve no other 
acknowledged thaftherewasmo other ground cfl'ect but to disturb the peace and dis- 
dismissing hi» majesty^s ministers but tract the energies of tlie country. T/ia 
tbciT refusal to give the pledge in question, noble lord then proceeded to remark upNi 
^'fais, then, was sufficient to authorize the the opinions which hud been held by Mr, 
adoption onhemotion, for‘it*wu8|hcpractice Canning and lord C^stlereagfa, and purlieu^ 
^fthelxiuse to proceed upon notoriety much* la^ly by Mr. IMit, on Lhc subject of UieCu* 
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tholicSy and shewed tiiat there was no morel ed state of the house, he should not bef 
reason now, than in 1801 or 1804, to raise deterred by clamour from offefSii^ what he 
the cry of the church being in danger. He had lo urge in his vindication. The nob>e 
then made some remarks on the formation lord's speech seemed place him in a 
of the present m^istry. Besides their I state of retrospective responsibility for 
coming into power*upon uaconSlitutional counsels which he^ould not be acquainted 
grounds, and virtually under the pledge with, and »r that dismissal which was uie 
their predecessors had refjjaed, they were (tonscquencl of his own suicidal act. If 
persons totally unequal t« the present^tate he were to 4llov»^<be course that had been 
of the country. He shewed that the duke pursued to th^pee^lfbf the noble lord, 
of Portland had, when ^ead of the Whig he should contend, *hat had not been 
party, been the most strenuous advocate I denied on either side, tb&yihis question was 
and promoter of concessions to the Catho-1 sn issue between Ihe jUitg 
lies. In 1789 particularly, he had shewn this, tiist|rs. This was the first instance since 
and recommended to the Whigs of Ireland I the lime of Charles, that a sovereign had 
nut to accept places but on condition of |been| brought to the bar of parliament, 
gaining those objects. His grace had also Tli^ late ministers had by their own acta 
said to lord Fiizwillmm and to the late [^ftidercd their dismissal unavoidable, and * 
lord Ponijonby, that one great object he he denied Aat he or any his cojleagiies 
had in view-in joining Mr, Pitt was^ .*pj 1/ad givenanycounselontheoccasion,orhad 
facilitate tliose coiicesbions to the Catho^^intrigued for the pyrpose of getting iu.to their , 
lips. Vet now had this same duke of j places. On the conti:ary,'tl>ey had laboured 
Portland accepted office on the avowed to prevent the confusion that ensoe^froot 
ground of opposing the Catholic claims: the measures that b^d been adopteuT *]n 
and it appeared that bv his interference a whatever way the brU should be disposed 
petition had been obtained from the uni- of, he did not think it desirable tha t § 

* versity of Oxford, before even the Catho- change of adininistration should take place"*, 
lie bill had been pn>posed in parliament, m consequence of it. But, when bis so- 
The person who, it was understood, to vereign was without a ministry, and had 
take tlie lead in thjp house (Mr. Perceva)*), called upon him for his sei'vices, lift did 
had evHiced such a degreh of intemperance not conceive himself at Kberty td withhold 
On various occty>ions,particularly in attempt'I them. Ndf did he lament the part he had 
ing, by unseasonable speeches, to embitter taken. As to the circumstances that 
disputes in a iraiii of amicabJe riegociation, j caused a change of government, he did not ^ 
tliat he could nut think the interests of the think that there was any intention *to de¬ 
nation likely to be promoted under such I ceive bis majesty. He should not impute^ 
a inini.'tttT. U'hen the language of the bad ^otives lo aiiy«inan; but though there 
right h(in. gent, with respect to Ireland, ex- I was no intention to deceive, ihe^jp was too 
pressed at the opening of the session, was I much misuilHerstanding in the progress 
callcfl lo mind, it must strike every man I Ihat^ transaction. When his majesty had 
how unfit such a man was, at such a Crisis, | declared that he^vould not go a step beyond 
to suggest proper measures jpr the adminis-j the act Of 1793, it ouglit to have exceed 
tration of lhal country, Ujion the whole/ 4he attention of bis ministers,and they 
his lordship consideriid thc: new ministry should then have distinctly explained what 
formed upon such unconstitutional grounds, was meant to be conceded by the measure. ^ 
d so inadequate to their functions, that il For his part, ho shotald prefer grantingHp 
the motion should have iheeff^-tto remove the Catholics what! was refused by the billj^ 
them, would produce an eflect at whitji und wiihlrtildiug what •the bill f 

thw^ountry would have reason lo rejoice. He would sooner g)v% the civil disnnctio9'^\ 
Mr. Secretary Canning rose, amidst a loud than the ^ord. the call of the noble 

Call for tbe question from the upposiUou lord uponHiiin, he should aiiSfwer, fbat h». 
benches. He was not surprieed on a did wish to form his cqpduct onth*i model 4 
tion brought forward for the purpose of tur- of that great man, hra late right bon, friend 
ning out an administration, that those ’{Mr.;Pilt). Tb* noble 4ord had assumed 
wWi supported it should wish to drown that Ite was of the same opinion with 
b/enwnour what those nnnisters had to say hin>self on the subject of this bill, butfne' 
in tlieir defence# But however reluctant noble loft! bad no vigkt to judge of hiirt 
Le might be to trespajson the time of tftc but frem J>is ptiblK votes iu»purUameniw • 
boMC littrhat Tate hour,and,.iu the exhaust- He h^d given but one vote iSn lhis-qufe>>*'- 
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tion, and tliat was in 1S04, with Mr. Pitt, 
against*the Catholic petition. Bu^ Uk; 
conduct of his late right bon. friend, when 
he went out of oHIhc, because be could not 
carry the great measure he proposed, 
could not be better illustrated than by com¬ 
paring it with that of the lafc ministers. 
The right hon. secretary here Ailed the al- 
tenlion of the hous e th^ stipulations 
claimed by theTIET? nunisters,‘that they 
should be allowed \(> recommend one po¬ 
licy, whilst ilA'v "pursued another. Tiic 
terms upon whici^;''fey wished to bold their 
offices were, that they sLciild.be allovv^'^d to 
propose measures, that they might after¬ 
wards abandon them. The yearly nr^ving 
of the (iiiestion would have the eff’eC^ ^f 
making an unfair division of the ponu'^a- 
ritv and odiuen. The odiiifn would be 


leave it to the house to determine, whether 
the conduct of lord Eldon, such as I have 
described it, affords fair grounds for a pre* 
sumption of insincerity and falsehood ? And 
I will add, sir, that nothing hut the ex¬ 
treme delicacy of the subject itself, upon 
vfbich alone lord Eldon went, and upon 
which the lord must know he w'ent, 
to Qommuniefte with his majesty, prevents 
me from satisfying the house, by a distinct 
disclosure of it, ^ow very far removed it 
was from any thing of a political nature. I 
know not whether it is intended to extend 
these iiibinuatlons to other members of the 
new administration, but as'expressi^]s have 
dropped from many gentlemen, on the other 
side of the iiouse, which appear to convey 
that charge of intrigue and secret cabal, 1 
think it right to say disiiiicily for myself. 


great, and all fall upon/he crown; the bent--I say it with equal confidence for my 
tit w'ould be sniali, and Unit the ('atholic^ | right hon. friend (Mr. Perceval) near me. 


might have ; but the whole of the popula¬ 
rity Ujp ministers were to have. The noble 
lotd had told him ol the majority he should 
have, and of the \Vxatious motions that 
^vere to follow. But why waste his majo¬ 
rities? If Buflicicut tG. carry vexatious mo¬ 
tions to embarrass his majesty^s govern¬ 
ment, they would d furftori lie suflicieiii 
for the relief of Ins majesty’s subjects; 
ibe nobltr lord cCught, ihereiorc, to carry 
his original measuic. It had* been said 
that no notice had been given of an excul¬ 
patory statement till alter sevcral parlial 
publications had taken place; but this hr dc- 
»nied.—The roble lord, said the right hon. 
secretary, has chosen to insinuate that the 
king* hack: in fact some secret adviser, and 
^ \hat the communication betw^een his ma¬ 
jesty and those who are now in hisconpcils, 
began much earlier than he are willing to 
avpw; and he instances lord Eldon’s visit 
to Windsor (I think on the Saturday se’n< 
night preceding the change) as^a proof of 
this secret communication. 1 would not 
jWeeuse the noble lord of wilful misrepreseii- 
/ tation, blit I must ask him plainly, in the 
house,'does he,not know what 
the cause of lord Eldon's visit to Wind¬ 
sor? Does he or di/^s he not know, that 
rprevio^is to his going to Windsor, lord 
' JfUon Wvaited on Iprd Grenville,*and com¬ 
municated to him distinctly the subject of 
his intended interview wiii the king, ad¬ 
ding, at the same time, a solemn assurance, 
he would mention no other subject to 
his majesty. The nokie lord may insinuate 
that lord l^don did not keep his wbrd. I 
believe he clid, and at least I may safely 




attd for the noble duke, who is at the head 
of his majesty’s goviMiimenl, that not only 
we have not to answer for atiy secret or un¬ 
fair attempts to obtain the situation we now 
hold, but that we did, each according tO' 
our measure and oppnriunities, exert our¬ 
selves fairly anri honesUy to prevent the 
ntis^iiief which might be apprehended as 
hkcly to attend a change of administration 
ill the present circurnstancesof the country. 
If when the king was left wit^iouta mhiistry, 
and the country witiiout a government, we 
have not hesitated to obey the call made 
upon us, we were not, however, so rash, so 
prcsunqilunus, or so blind, in the pursuit 
of ol'jecis of ambition, to tlie real dangers 
and difficulties of the times, as to labour 
and intrigue for so perilous a surcession. 
For myself, I cftofidently aver, that on the 
first intimation wliicfi I received, from nu- 
iliority wliich f believed to be unquestiona- 
^ble, of the strong dilTcrcnre of opinion sub¬ 
sisting between \he ^ing and his ministers, 

I took the determination of communicating 
what 1 had learnt, and I did cnnmiunictft^ 
it without delay, to that part of tiie late 
administration, with which, in spite of po¬ 
litical diflerences, 1 had continued, and 
with which (so far e> my, own feelings uie 
«roncerned) 1 still wish to continue, in 
habits of pelsonal friendship and regard. 1 
communicated it for the express purpose, 
and with the most earnest advice and ex¬ 
hortation, that they should lose no time 
in coming to such an explanation and ac- 
fcommodation on the subject as should pre- 
\*ent matters from'going to extremities. 
iVsid it has been no small satisfaction to me 
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to find, in the correspondence which T have 
since had an opportunity of reading, that 
as the first attempts at explanationf on the 
part of ministers, appear to have been made 
on the day subsfequeat to my making this 
communication my inlentioif to do good, 
though not ultimately successful, was at 
least not wholly without effect. Precisely 
of the same sort was the conduct of my r^hl 
bon, friend (Mr. Perceval) towards that 
part of the government aith' whom he had 
opportunity of communication. With re¬ 
spect to the noble duke at the head of the 
administration, 1 can stale with full confi 
dence, ^hat the Virst intenoursc which he 
had with bis majesty on this occasion, was 
taken advantage of on ^is part, not for the 
purpose of inflaming difterences, and incur¬ 
ring or precipitating a changi, but of advi¬ 
sing and anxiously recommending a full ai^ 
amicable, and, if possible, a satisfactoi) 
explanation.—I venture, then, fearlessljfcto 
ajipeal to the Inuise,’ v\hciher we can be 
justly charged wth having taken any undue 
advantage of the circmnslances which led 
• to the late change. Our only crime in this 
respect is, that whei^the dill'erencc between 
his majesty and his'lalc servant^: became 
irreconcileable, and when it was obvious 
that th|t administftition must go out, wc 
would not consent to join with them in 
pushing our sovereign to the wall, by re¬ 
ducing him to the alternative of taking 
them hack upon iheir own terms, to be at 
their mercy, or of leaving the country with¬ 
out a government.—lint, sir, when I con¬ 
tend that we arc not responsible, and can- 
^lot, in common sense, be lield to be so 
for acts which were fkme many weeks be¬ 
fore our coming into ofiice, let it not be 
supposed, however, tliat I should feel any 
reluctance to take mV full fhare of respon- 
sibiliiy for Ih^ part of tlie king's conduct 
which is connected wifti the corre'jpondeucc 
betsveen Ins majesty and his ministers. Far 
*from it. 1 sljould indeed be proud to be 
associated, in any degree, to his majesty's 
•hare (9f that correspondence. And painfVil 
a?Trie whole of this discussion 1ms been, 
puiirful as U mujst bdsto every man who va¬ 
lues not the forms only, but the essence*^ 
our ccyistitution, to see the*king brougb 
here, as it were in person, to bejudged at the 
bar of tills house, it is some consolation to 
rSftect, that from the bar of the house o 
common there still lies an appeal to the 
tribniiHl of the country. It is a great egn- 
sulation to every loysfl mind to feel, that 
in proportion as the sovereign has bhen 


made most unconstitution&lly tj^sronsible 
in his own persoi, he must inevitably be¬ 
come perSonalb/oetterkppwn to hispsople. 
And when th^t pepple shall see their so¬ 
vereign, full as he is of ^ears, and labouHng 
under lieavybfflictidns, yet retaining, ih the 
vigour of a gcenold age, soundnesa of judg¬ 
ment, a promptn^SL and vivacity of intel¬ 
lect, whic!| lave to contend 

singly in this .painful controversy against 
the united talents of all his ministers ; when 
they shall see himvdispl&jpfig powers as fit 
us those of any of th^swlmnisters, or of any 
oihe^m^UMrt Ir^^ me, for the discussion 
of the ntost perplexing questions, and the 
condi^t of the mobt difficult affairs; per- 
Iv^, sir, I say, when all this shall be made 
m/Tnilbst to ^he people,*and^ wl>en by this 
imtnfestatiOn, all these sinister asid dis- 
,Iipartening rmnnur.< winch sometimes ac- 
rident and sometimes industry propagates 
through the country, sliall have received ’ 
iheir decisive confutation, perhaps 
tail Iv be doubted whethiJrlhe inconvenieuce,. 
the hazard, .and the unconstitutional ten¬ 
dency of this wanton and unjustifiable 
raignmont of the pefsonal conduct of the 
king, mav not be more than compensated 
by the advantage of this display of his per¬ 
sonal qualities. And w^ile we rjegret th^t 
those qiialiycs should have bee» put to sucb 
a trial, the country will rejoice'in the hope 
whicl^arises from the manner in which ihat 
trial has been sustained, that, after^aving. i 
for near hulf a century watched with nii- 
reasii gcare and paternal anxiety over the 
inteft'.sts and happnlfess of hispe<^le,hc may 
yet, under the proteation of Wovidenc*,- 
add to tliat length of life, and to that series* 
of labours, inatyr, many years more, of care 
and anxiety ceitainiy, but of protecting,and 
I efficient cans, and of anxiety vigwrous^nd 
nictiveibr the benefit of his peanle.—For 
the advice of restoring lord Melville to bis 
majesty's councils, 1 am ready to take my 
full share of responsibility ; but I 
liiat such a recommeydatioii wQ^d have / 
come with a better grace from'tn?;i.>«y 
gent, (Mr. Whitbread^ and his friends, who** 
conducted a late ]3fosecution against that . ' 
uoblelor^rto a fortunate acquittal.' 1 shalli 
only trouble the honie with one word^ 
mure. Whatever ina)" be the issue of the 
division of thR night, or of the series of 
divisions with which, if successful, it iirto-' 
be Iblloijed ; his ^ajefty's ministers 'are 
determined to stand by their sovereign,., 
even^hotigh circum.stanres •siiould occur, 
ill which they may find it their duty to 
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appeal to the country. [Loud cries of hear! | other orders of the day be now read, upon 


bear !*from every pari oAthe house.J 
Lord Henry Petty obmved, that how¬ 
ever that housi might brattackcd, how¬ 
ever it might be tbreaihned/whatever Un- 
gonstifutiooal language might be used to¬ 
wards it, he relied ou the mmly constitu¬ 
tional spirit and understandin/ofthe Iiou^e, 
that no such int i m i^ion |:ould induce 
it to* surrender a constituiipndl principle. 
There was not one* single member on the 
other side of f^laouse^hat had answered 
the arguments noble friend (lord 

Howick). A great £uasti(^tional yrong 
had been done, and the house''~UfO(Md act 
consistently with what was due to i^ own 
character, by declaring with hrmnes^ its 
sense of that wropg. The only mode 


which they were then dividing, and upoo 
which it was pretty certain they-should be 
in a majority; the secoUd would be upon 
the original motion.. Should they, as be 
trusted they* would, negative the brst, and 
carry the original question, it would then 
be perhaps nage&sary to propose an atddress 
to ^he throife, to meet the threat wfaicb 
bad been thrown out that evening—a threat 
unexampled in tl^ annals of parliament.—< 
The result of the division was, 

For Mr. Osborn’s amendment . . 258 
Fur the original motion.22ff 


Majority for Ministers 

IJat of the Kfhority, 


32 


which gentlerftenon the othex^side defeii J- Althorpc, Viscount Duudas, Right Hon. vr, 

ed the question on ibcir side, was by a rV* j}^!?"**^**** i -d Sir John, Rart. 

^ . ! I • V . ’it nn*triither, S»r J. Bart. Drckenson,W. 


pfopositionof any new measure, connected 
with the Catholic question,if circumstances 
/sb.ould render it expedient to ixuike such 
proposition, was, by Vbe declaration of his 
m^esty’s late ministers, to be submitted to 
bis majesty. An lion. gent, ou the uther 
side, however, had pul a hypothetical 
^ase, ancTsypposdU that another king James 
might happen to ascend the ftirone, wtio 
would make this measure the means of 
subverting the f’rotestant estublishuleiit in 
this cdnntry. To this he answeied, that if 
*6uch a king were to ascend the throne, it 
woul^ tlien become tbeiduty of ministers to 
give mat^y, constitutional advice, however 
• }t might ^ repugnant to the failing of the 
then king. But, if it were once admitted 
as a principle, that a kin^ had a right to 
deii^andoj bis ministers a pledge, that they 
would nqt agaib trouble him with any ad-«, 
vice connected with that subject^then tru¬ 
ly would the Protestant establishment be 
JrfTdanger. For his own part, although he 
V'^lieved ^at the potion of his hon. friend 
) carried tftat night by a majority, 

I f b^id hot believe that, had the Catholic bill 
been persevered in.thcjnflucnce of the l^te 
t ^overnvieiit exerted at that time eould have 
1 secured*ils adoptiop.—^'Fhe quesiTon being 
loudly .called lor, the house divided on the 
amendment to thd'onginaltcotion, namely,^ 
thjt the other orders of the day be now 
rem. \Vbile tl>e opposition members were 
ID the lobby, lord Hu^ick requeSted tlieir 
'attention: (^.stated that ihere^were two 


Adam, W. 

Davenport, D. 

Antonie, W, I.. 

Knston, Earl 

At^erley, Arthur 

Ebrington, f ord 

Aubrey, Sir J. Bart 

Kliot, Right Hun. W. 

Blarkburne, J. 

FJlfotf Hon. G. 

Brure, P. C. 

Kden, Hon, W. 

Barcl.ty, Sir R. Bart. 

Ersklne, Horn H. 

Baring, A. 

Forbes, Ixird 

Baring, T. 

I^.tzgerald, B ight Hon.BL* 

Bari^pr, H. 

Flemming, Hon. C. 

Barnett, J. 

Ferguson, K. 

HUtler, Hon. T. 

F.'V'kes, . 

Butler, Hun. C. 

Fellowes, R, ^ 

Bligh, T. 

Folry, T. 

Benners, Hon. H. G. 

Foley, rion. A. 

Benyoii, R. 

Foljambe, F. F. 

Barnard, S. 

Francis, Sir J*. Bart. 

Buuvi'ric, E. 

Fremantle, Capt. 

Biddulph, R. lit. 

Frankland, \V. 

Brogden, T. 

Folkestone, l.urd 

Byng, G. 

Grenville, Right Hon. T*. 

Brand, Hon. T. 

Gile<, D. 

Bcu'ick, C. 

Gn ntbll, P. * 

Bradshaw, C. ^ 

• Greenhill, R. 

Jlradshaw, R. H. 

Grattan, Right Hon. H. 

Biinbury. Sir C. 

Graham, T. 

BnK)ke, T. t 

Gdner, I.ord G. H. L. 

'v(M»f»er, S. 

Heathcote, SirG. 

Combe, H. C. ^ 

^Herbert,* Hon, W, 

C'avetalish, Lonl'G. 

Hrbbert, G. 

Cavendish, G. H. C. 

Herbert, Hon. C. 


Cavendish, Wm. 
Coke, T. W. 
CpliHirne, N. VV. R. 

CookVfc B. 

Cnrtvin, S. C. 
Creeiey, T. 
tterry, Right Hon. T. 
Calvert, N. , 
Campbell, C. 


Hippesley, Sir J. 15art^<"^ 
Herbert, H. A. 

Hume, W. H. 

}Jenderaan, Sir 
Hamilron, Lord A. 
{temtltoa, Sir H. D. 
Honywood, W. 

Horner, F. 

Howard, Hoh. W«. 


uiotioYis before the house, the first, ttfat the |•Duetlal(, Hon. C. 


Cornwall, Sir G. Bart. Howai'd, H. 


C'arew, R. S. 
Colclough, (3. 
('ampbell. Lord J. D. 
Denison. W. .1. 
Dqpdas, Col C. 
Dundas, Hon. 


Howartb, H. «• 

Howick, Right Hon, Loal^ 
HughOi, Col. V^ 

Hurst, R.' • 

Jarvoiser J. C. 
aJckyll, J. ^ 
Jackso*, J. 




Johneit ColT Phimmer, J. W. 

Knox, Hon. T. Prettie, Hon. J. A. 

Kempc, T. PorncU, H. 

Keniiiigton,RlHon.LordPower, Rich. 

King, SirT. D. BwL Portcboatcr, Lord 
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I HOUSftCOMUORS. 

Frufy, April 10. 

[Minutes.] iMr. Wilberforce tt-ought 
up a report fronp the con^ittee appointed 
to enquire icUjp merits of the petition 
complaining of an unAe election for the 
county of l^dondtfrry, and obtained leav^ 
for the udjownment of the said committee, 
until again summon^ by the Speaker's war¬ 
rant, in ortj^ejtbatfffme shj^ld be allowed 
to tlie commissioners jor examining-evi¬ 
dence upon this subject in Ireland.^Upon 
the motion of Mr. p. Ro<^^ew writs were 
ordered for Christch^yrfnT ^he room ot 
the rilht 

electiup^httd accepted the oHice of trea¬ 
surer m' llie navy ; and of Mr. S. Bourne, 
vi^ol^ad accepted the oflice of one of the 
Ions commissioners of llie treasury. Upon 
thT motion of sir J. Newffert, tl^ Irish 

... . .1 » •L 


Knight, R. 

J,ambe, Hon. W. 
J.atouche, Col. 
T.adbrooke, K. 
Lang^n, T. 
Lambton, R. J. 
Lawrence, Dr. 
Lemon, Sir W. Bart. 
Lloyd, J. 

Lloyd, Sir E. Bait, 
T.iamore, lAsrd 
Loveden, E- I- 


Porter, General 
iPoyntz, W. S. 
Praed, Wr 
Pym, r. 

(iuin, Hiy. W. 
RamsayT^on. S. 
Raine, J. 
Rancliffe, Lord 
Ridjey, SirW. 
Roiuilly, Sir S. 
Hoscoe, W. 
Russell, LordW. 


J^yttleton, Hoii. W. H. Robarts, A. 

t.each, T. * Steward, Hon. M. 

l.uNhington, T, Skene, G. 

T.ubbock, SirT. Bart. Savage, F. 

!,iddelU Sir J. H. Bart. S*vbndge, M. 
Mackenzie, Major Scudamore, R. P. 

Madocks, W. Shakespeare, A. 

Maitland, Lord Sharpe, R^ 

Markham, Admiral 
Middleton, Sir W. Bart. Shelley, H. 
Milbank, Sir R. Bart. Shipley, Colonel 


- mt »».» V - - f- T m 


Miller, Sir J. Bart. 
Milner. Sir W. Bart. 
Morpeth, I.<ord 

Moore. P. 
a Moore, Hon. I., 
Martin, H. 

Matthew, H. M. 
Mosley, Sir O. Bart 
Maule, Hon. W. 
M‘Dow 41 , W. 
Morris, E. 
xMu&tyii, SirT. ^ 
Mahon, Ix>rd 
M*nonald, T. 
Monsoii, Col. W. 
Nugent, Sir G, Bart. 
Newpo r.SirJ. 
Neville, Hob. Mr. 
Noel, G. N. 

^ortlify. W. 
O'Ciillughnn, T. 
Ogle, Hou. H. 

On!, W. 


Spencer, l.ord R. 
Stanley, Lord 
Stanley, T. 

Kvinoiida, T, P> 

Smith, .1. 

Smith, S. 

^Tighe, W. 

Taylor, A. • 

Temple, l ord 
Thistlethwaite, T. 
Teropletown, Lord 
Tower, A. W. 
I'uwiishend, liOvdJ. 
Tuffocll, Colonel 
Tierney, Right Hon. G. 
Trevaunion, Mr. 

Vaue, Sir F. Bart. 
Veroon, G. 

Vansiltart, G. 
Walpole, Gen. 

Ward, J. 

Wenteortli, G. 
Wharton, J. 


rissuhton, Bt Hon. Lord Whitbread, S. 
Ponsuiihy, Hon. F. Wiekhffti, W, 
Primrose, Rt. Hon. I/)r4 Williams. U. 




Paxton, Sir W. Bart 
Peirse, H. 
iinkett, C. 

^Tlham, Hnn. C.»A 
7*elham, llo«i. G. 
PiTcy, iA»rd 

Lord li. 

iMiiltips, Manual 
Piggott, Sir A. 
Plainer, W. 


WiKori; B. 

Windham, W, * 
Wonimore, .T. 

Wynne, .Sir W. W. 
Wynne, C. W. 

Wynne. H. « 

Warren, Sir J. B. Bart. 

Tellers 

8dt9 


Calerafl, .1. ? „. 

*€frciuaiitlc. W. J 

Total - - 


a g V • ■ 

Tlie fullowiug members paired off: 
Courtney, J. Hemlcison, A. 

Fitzpatrielf^l. Fergu^Jon, G. 

Sigytli, RiguKlloa. J. Smith, G. 

Werteru, ^ Astley, Sir J. 

Taylor, • Williaiift, Sir R. 

rr-Adjofmed at half-uast six on Fndgy 
fDoruinl. 


Wages bill, were .read a third time and 
passed.—Mr. Lyttleton gave notice of 
his iiiteutiou to submit to the hoijF*^ a 
motion on Wednesday next, e.xpre6si^ 
of its sentiments with regard, to the lat^ 
change of administration.—Tlie bill fo^ 
raising a fund to pn/Vide for the Widow* 
and Orphans of S-hoolmasters iu Scot¬ 
land ; and the Dover I'llots RcguUtiou 
bill, were read a second lime, and ordered 
to be committed,—Mr, Swan |^a\*e notict^ 
that he would on Monday move that the 
peiitiogers from Lancaster upon the subject 
of colonel Cawthorne's Election should be 
heard by counsel at the bar.—Mr. l/uskis- 
son, adverting to an order made last session, * 
upoijpthe imtlion of it noble lord (H, Fj-tty), 
whom hetiien saw in plane, fof the pro^ 
cluctiun of an account with regayi to the 
ScoUh excise for a certain number of years, 
observed, that, in pursuance ot that order^ 
there weie nqw behind him lwo^iiuge#o- 
Rimes, ^hich only contaiiK?d the,accounts 
uf one ycifr, although almost all the clerks 
in the establishment liad been engaged 
since the order, in preparing it. ^Now, t** 
he could not contfcive iji® objq^:l of the ^ 
uoble lord, or the utilify of a eoiS!p-.v'<’jR 
with his motion, he gave noiice that be^# 
would on Monday ^nove for rescinding -• 
the order^wiih.regard to ihe i23 precedingf 
years to which il-refern*d. '• 


hcAjse of tf^ns. 

J^Jo/Klfiy, April 13. ^ 

[Change of Administration.] T« 
order of the day for Summoning their lord- 
shipB hVviwg biiiJ read, * 
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The Marquis of Ste^f^rd rose, pursuant 
to notice, to submit a moiiou to the house, 
respecting* the cousequevces of late 
change in bis nimesty's clmucils. lie ex¬ 
pressed his regret that a niwer of such de¬ 
licacy and impurtacace had mit been taken 
by abler hands } but observed that there 
were times and circunistancesjunder which 
it was the duty of noble lord in that 
bouse to, cuine^forwar^ atid[jfier the best 
advice his judgdlHqt could suggest for the 
maintenance of the public good* {t bad 
always beea llv^^ anxioqs wish to see the 
best talents and aixlj^ties the country could 
boast of, united in a ofahuse 

talents for the public welfare; bu«^|A had 
to lament the loss of one distinguished 
man (Mr. Pitt) at a most critical pC'jqd 
of our affairs, wLnc}i considerably weakei|^*d 
the administration of which he was t^e 


safety of the state, and for thCprosperity 
of the country, made him solicitous to see 
a more able and comprehensive adminis¬ 
tration. lie would not impute to any noble 
lord the. circulation of the misrepreseDta* 
tion that had gone i through the country 
respecting tlte conduct of the late adminis¬ 
tration, and the actions that influenced 
their dismis^n from office; but it was 
witli sorrow,* and indeed with some indig¬ 
nation, he observed, that many of these 
inisrepresentation* hud a tendency to stir 
up religious animosities and disunite seve¬ 
ral descriptions of his majesty's subjects, 
without any adequate cause whatever, and 
mucli to tiie danger and detriment of the 
general welfare. He next earnestly de- 
))rec'uted all such |)e‘'nicious attempts, which 
could never be ventured on without ha¬ 
zarding the most perilous consequences to 


bead* He next hack the satisfaction country. Various causes had been as- 


signed for the sudden change that has oc¬ 
curred in the administration, but not one 
of them was, ui his mind, sufficient to jus¬ 
tify those who had advised the removal of 
so much integrity and talent from office* 
lie therefore felt himself justified in sub¬ 
mitting the following i^iotion to their lord¬ 
ships : “ That this liouse, feeling the ne- 
ceasity of a linn and stable government 
** in this most iniportiflit crisis of public 
“ alluirs, is imptessed with the deepest re¬ 
gret at the change which lias lately taken 
place in Ins majesty’s councils, and that 
ihis legret is greatly increased by the 
“ CHutes to which the change has licen as- 
crjl>cd ; it being the opinion oi this house, 
that It lb contrary to the first duties of 
the i(*bpouMl)lo ministers ol the king to 
restrain tl:: iiiselv“s by any pledge, ox- 
pies:>ed or implied, trurn submitting to 
his uiajobty faithfully and truly, any ad¬ 
vice, wliuh in their judgement, the 
br-^ it Was an excellent iiiaviui course of ctrcunistauces iii.iy render ne- 
ihe constitution, a sacred one in dus eyesj “ fur ih#. ii.?iiiriir ..f i>w 


seeing another ministry .constituted, which 
certainly embraced a very great portion of 
the i;baracter, integrity, and talents of the 
^Uon. This ministry also lost one of its 
main supporters (Mr. Fox); but still it was 
fine from which he expected the country 
muld reap much benetil. I'hat adminis¬ 
tration had recently, and very unex¬ 
pectedly, been removed ; and he was sorry 
to observe, that their removal did not seem 
to be accounted lor on any constitutional 
*and satisfactory grounds. By ibis double 
loss, and by the change that had thus taken 
place in his majesty's councils, the aflairs 
of the iialiun were left in a siluatiun which 
be could not but lament. Indeed, much 
as be lamented it, he Imd still more to. la¬ 
ment thojcauses th^t led to that change, 

, and the njiture of the advice which induced 
bis majesty to make it. Kor, advisers m so 
critical a measure his nilijesty most uii- 
doitbiedly had, whoever those advisers 


might 


which made the person of the soveri ign in- 
^lublc; and which, by pronouncing he 
^could do no wrong, rescued liim from all 
' n^Cilamility fur any public-measure. That 
^ym^im'he was corx&deut their lordships 
^ would maintain, and iCf-on it be would rest', 
') necessity of adopting the motion, at 
I least ill part, whicji be should have the 
honour of concluding with. He trusted 
that nothing he sht/uld oflerxwould be con¬ 
strued into personal disrespect to his ma¬ 
jesty; of that he was incapable from prin¬ 
ciples of duty, as well *'as from inclination 
* aud gralitude ; but his anxiety^ fojt the 


c< 


t{ 




i( 


(( 






« 


tciisary for llie h onour of Ins majesty’s 
crown, and the welfare of his domimous,” 
Lord Aberdven rose in reply to the noblF’^’ 
marquis. ’I'he queatiou now started uppear- 
cd to liim to involve a very serious^iiigm- 
vcnience, inusniucli as it iniimHtely con¬ 
nected itself with th^^^erspual comluct of 
tne sovereign. 'J'hat was unavoidable, 
h')wever studious noble lords might be to 
avoid it. For though it appeared a gene¬ 
ral and abstract proposilioi., it^MdS calcu¬ 
lated, at the came time, to serve gs a jus&- 
fication of the conduct of the late n*'nisiers ; 
and by justifying tliem^ to insinuaU blame 
in some other quarte>* He could i.mt but, 
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consider the question as embracing two par¬ 
ties ; the late admimstration* and the pre¬ 
rogative of the crown. It went to excul- 
t)ate ministers: it could not go to excul¬ 
pate ^he crown, toswhich no blame could 
attach. Indeed^ it was very difficult, from 
the insulated panner in which the question 
was brought forward, nay^it was impossi¬ 
ble, to discuss it without recurring to»oi!ier 
circumstances, which it did not purport to 
comprehend. Milieu* the late ministers 
c(*iisented Ui withdraw a bill which they 
deemed to be indispensably necessary to 
the safety of the country, they hinted that, 
in future, they might be under the necessity 
not only of reproducing the same measuie, 


opinion, was Equally inconsis^q| with the 
puTitty of the wustitution. On those grounds, 
he should nw’e the previous questiqn. 

The off harJxoicie expressed his 
dee[) regiwt at the cfiange which had taken 
place in his majes'ty's councils, and lumdfited 
|,that a cry 'should have been set up which 
could only^tend \0 revive religious dissen¬ 
sions, ttfiJ produce most deplorable 

consequences, and few which there was not 
the slightest reason arisiug out of the con¬ 
duct of the late Those ministers, 

anxious, fromthgJ?i»b‘Afiotives of policy, tliac 
thtiwl^ilt» pi*[fiilation of the empire should 
be w^tive towards its defence, wished to 
extend the provisions of the bill passed in 


but perhaps some furelier measures of a si- Irish parliament in 17.93, to this country, 
iiiilar nature. How could it be imagined #'hey afteijv.irds found lii^l if merely that 
his majesty could listen to such proposals, Ineasure was adopted, dissenters^would be 
when It was known, perfectly well know t^jfexcluded from those privileges which were 
that the opinions of the sovereign uponfgranted to Catholics; it was therefore 


these points were immutable ? It iiMght 
naturally occur to his majesty, that the 
same meu*>ure might be again proposed to 
him at a lime when pethups it might not he 
w equally in his power to resist it. How 
Jiatural then was it for him to demand an 
assurance from hi\ ministers, thai^ they 
would no longer think of any such measure; 
but thj^t so far th^ would allow his feelings 
and his conscience to remain undisiuibed ? 
That assurance the late ministers reiused to 
grant, and their refusal made it necessary 
tor Ins majesty to dismiss them. Much had 
been said about secret advUers on this occa¬ 
sion, and it was contended, that the sove¬ 
reign could do nothing without responsible 
^advisers. This might be the case; but it 
was impossible to make that true which was 
false, or give existence to what no where 
existed. Would it be attempted to make 
the present ministers respclftisiblc- for me% 
suits that were taken before they can*fj 
into office ? Hut if tfie measure for wi'lnch 
it was wished to fix responsibility upon 
referred, to the late change of admi¬ 
nistration, be trusted the present mimslcrs 
jjouJd*not shrink from it; for it was flic 
only line of conduct which the sovereign 
could, under suchVircumstances, adopt, 
consistently with his ease and dignity. Tl?e 
noble marquis yjntended thSt his motion 
was nemssarily lonnpcted with tht preser¬ 
vation of^im ccjjnstitution in it^iirffy. He 
_ lous as the iiobl^marquis could 
licate that purity oi the constitu- 
id therefore he should contend 
lutting any ccfn&traint on the freq 
of the prerogative, which, in*!.is 
*Voi. IX. . 



was 

deemed necessary to include dissenters, and • 
open the army and navy to both Tla^tfs. 
With respect to the*aet ol 1793, hehady.- 
derstood, from what had been said b)i u 
noble lord (Buckiugliamshire), who 
then secretary in Ireiaud, that it was at 
that period intended to extend the provisions 
of the bill to this country', and tliat the bill 
Itself was understood ttv'xtcnd to^ the nu'y. 
[The earl 4 >f Ibickinghambhirtfsaid no, uo.J 
lie lutd undeistood that to be the case. 

*ri«} Karl of Biickingfiamshire observed, 
that what he had stated, and whicli he was ^ 
authoriaeclat the time to state, in addition 
to the objects of the then intended bill with 
respect to Ireland^was, that it^astlie in« 
tentiou of j^is majesty^s then Itiinisters no 
propose a similar measure in thi% country ; 
but certainly t^ie bill of 1793 was not in¬ 
tended to extend, nor did he ever under¬ 
stand it to extend, to the; navy? ' * . * 

I'he I‘^rl of ilardwicLe resumed. It liadt 
he said, oeeu the opinion oT several able • 
lawyers, that the bill did extend to the navy. 
The bill, however, svhich the laic ministeis 
introduced, was one which did n^WJQEord the 
slightest reusdn for that cry which t 
been raised .agiiiust it*; on the contrary, 
was, in hi^ opinion, u highly beneficial in< 
sure. The bill, however,' was given 
out of respect to his nAijesty's feelings upon 
the subject and thyi a pledge was 
"demanded from the late*roimsters, which 
he could not but consider&s highly nn^n- 
stitutional. lie Imnented the change-that 
had ^Icen in his majes^^’s councils,* 

Conceiving the late ministers to be much 
more adequate to the tusk of ni.auaging 
^2 A 
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public afTairs, at a crisis lil\ this, than the 
present agreeing alsoln the uncoil- 
stitutionalnatnreo. the pledgideniaiKlccI, he 
should on these groiftids suppo^the motion* 
Lord Enkine rosesand'said X My lords, 
thc^partkular situation ip whicl^l was pla¬ 
ced in his majesty^s lute councils, as it re* 
gards the subject now under consideration* 
and the many public relereuCes^which have 
been made in v^v?us places to ky oHice 
and to my opinions Respecting it, make it 
not unfit, I hope,•♦hat 1 should seek the ear¬ 
liest opportunity,'* ■''Insistently with the 


most unworthy deception and deceit. No¬ 
thing is more easy, my lords, for those who 
liuve an interest in such misrepresentations, 
to invent and propagate them; but it is 
not so easy to ulitain^ credit Uir them in 
such a country and age as we live in. It 
is not easy to obtain belief (except in the 
surpiise of tliCf moment), that persons of 
acknyvvledged ^kill and abilily as states¬ 
men, should suddenly conduct then)s<*lM'S 
?>o absurdly, or tha^ distinguished and cha¬ 
racteristic integrity should suddenly give 
place to disliouour and falsehood.—My 


forms of the house, ot^*y^hveJin" my |pi- lords, there is no foundation, no not the 
nion to your lordships.—The of smallest, for cither of the fharges; though 

men, iny lords, upon this, as upon \*nost 1 readily admit that if statesmen oiiglit to 
other subjects, must be expected material- have no views but to prcbcr\e their places, 
ly to difler ; but there is one thing in v/hieb* they acted impioperlv. Your lonlsliips 
1 am persuaded^all men of hdnour must very wt-ll know llial in 1793, the icujimn- 
agree, i. c, that the ca^ shoulil be faiily* dyr of that long volume of pennl and dis- 
stated, and that the question to be presciil-^'Mjling statutes which vexed the Unman 


ed to the understandings of those who are 
* to jud^ of any matter, be it what it may, 
slr^^ild not be disguisceJ, or misrepresented. 
IV' Uny triumphs in Wge assemblies, and 
still more amongst large communities, 
'l/ave been obtained by artifice and impos¬ 
ture, but besides that they are most con¬ 
temptible, they cannot possibly he lasting. 
Yiicl and reason must for ever prevail in the 
enTi.—The*circumstances which have given 
rise to this extraordinary crflijmiciurc, 
though involved and complicated in their de- 
I tails, may be brought within a very narrow 
compusS; within,! should think, ten minutes 
' by your clock : yet williout omitting any 
thing upon which a diflfrence in the argu¬ 
ment could ultimately'be taken by any c\m- 
/l?d or reasonable man. I wi91 stitite the 
matter to yourlordships as I understancj it; 
and as 1 was no party to Rie transaction, 
as n^hitig blameable, if there be blame any 
where, tan^ possibly attach upon myself, 1 
■fnay at leastbt? expected to bean impar- 
' tial historian, and an historian too near 
tho scene, to have gross ignorance or error 
reasobabl/ imputed to me.—My lords, it 
hasbr'^-tiie fashiorfto represent the inlro- 
JtJliction * of the bill into the house of com- 
^,XTnons, which led to ll ’5 dissolution of the 
mte administration as an extravagant act of 
political suicide; as a rash, useless, S.nd wan- 
^ tflIfpTopositioii, dictated by no expediency, 
. Sbd opposed by i»'/urmountcbIe obstacles, 
'*';'Vithin the knowledge of those who intro- 
cludbd it. Nay, my lords, charges much 
more serious have bceirmoHe. ItRias been 

* more tlian ffisiiiuated, that,« to pveFcome 

* -these .obstaclA, recourse was had to the 


Catholics of Ireland lor so many ages, was 
extinguished by an act of great brneficcnre 
and wisdom of the king yiow' upon tlie 
throne; an act which 1 trust to tlie manly 
and honest character of the Irish people 
always to rmiembcr, and the memory of 
wliich, 1 trust, will lor rfver induce them to 
impute only acts of grace and benev»)lenee 
to*lns majesty, and rcsolutlonsofett'nial ex- 
eluMon to adviser's who abuse ihcirRrusts. 
That act of 17.9‘3, wiiieli w^s an act only 
of the Irish parliament, thiew open ilm 
whole bosom of civil and military establish¬ 
ment in Ircluud to that immense mujorily 
of people ; with certain exceptions, how¬ 
ever, which, I have no doubt, under all the 
circumstances of that time, were just and rea¬ 
sonable; butwhicli, yevfilhtless, could not^ 
but create great didicullics in^the future ap¬ 
plication of any indulgences to be granted 
upon an uiiiun iietween ilic two kingdoms. 
S*ain speaking against myselt« my lords, in 
this ^dmission.—The Irish act continued 
for 14 years without a single danger or dis¬ 
advantage which can be stated, and sev: 
rul years had also passed since the union, 
wkhuut the extension of it to other ]»arts of 
the empire. That extension, my 
like almost ail change&in human policy and 
^JiA’ernment, was forced upon the considera¬ 
tion! of the late ministers, nut so much by 
the claims of the Catholicl as by ih-' pecu¬ 
liar crisis ill which they wve c^IJed to the 
administratVc;n of public afiairs.,' The crisis 
was alarming,^ufld indeed, in evei*j^’ , et'’. 
unexampled. Amidst a series, hox^J r, of 
di^resting events, ^ prospect s^j enly 
deemed to open, of yet delivering 
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not only by rational combinations of her 
own powers against the common enemy 
to lier repose uud independence, but by Im- 
lanciiig her conquests in the most disiani 
parts of the world. But, unhappily, an 
lords, our population kept <io pace witii 
our other capacities for these grand and 
useful projects, except by into ac¬ 

tion our whole natiuuai fore*. Our fleets 
and armies must long ago have failed, but 
trt»m the great nursery 4 )f Irclaiid ; and tbt 
gieat majoritv of Ireland was t^itholic : ca- 
tiiolic from ull tune, and not from any acts 
whicli our wisdom or prudence could coii- 
Iroul or alter. This, my lords, was the con- 
bideratiuu whicii led to the iiitrodurlioii ot 
tlie bill which bus raided such a clamour, 
nnd which lias produced Mich consequences. 
It was to CKteud to Kugland, now united 


the ixioment th# misconception was disco- 
vered, was notfhe bill, in defe^^we to liis 
maj^ty, and iwconsequence of w miscon. 
ceptioii, imnymiately ubfinduned, and abuu. 
doned witlyhe afost^onourable and a e;> 
lionnte prffessioi)^ of at^lmient and re> 
spect? Jthas been in other plwfes, 

flpon what priaedaR the al^dumiieut 
could be justiheef; when the irf^sure was 
professecrty'iutro'duced'Vf^n the principle 
of expediency and dflty ? My lords, the 
answer is easy- There is » plain ditference 
lietween even th? strqt>^^t expediency and 
unf^rious iiece^«^j .*'^rhe first was, all -cir- 
cuiiKUiSc^^consulercd, not sufficient to 
makint such a point of duty, as to abandon 
thy governmenl ratluT than the measure ; 

the second would have rendered that 
Auty absolutely indispensable; tlic course 


wall Ireland, the services of the Catholic? mmrbued, therefore^was surely une*xceptiou- 
iu the defence of the whole empire, whiciT/able,'I'iiey abandoned the measure, but, to 
hi? majesty, will) the advice of thn parha-| maik the principle of the abandunment. 


ineuc of Ireland, liad sanctioned, whilst it 
was an indepcpdetu kingdom, which had 
been productive of so 4 nany advantages, and 
to wliicli no obi.‘<*lioii was on foot an' 

I J •' 

wiiere- But dihtcuUiC'j stood in the way ol 
the mere strict extmiMon of lliat statute to 
(iieat liritain. 'l lie Kiiglish 'I'csi act^vonld 
have shut out ilU: Bro lestan t 1 hssexi t» rs, 
whilslflhe army and na'!y, from theellectof 
the wtjuld liavo been laid open 

to the Itoman Cutiiolics. Hut hut, ] con¬ 
fess, struck my mind most forcibly, (thougb 
1 wa-> no parly to any part of the measure,) 
was, tliat to open a prolession to honour¬ 
able men upon the principle of liberal trust 
and conlidence, aiul yet to set up a bar 
* agrtinsL its highest Imnours and ambitions, 
was not only unjust, Tiutfto the last degree, 
impolitic. In the mmd oi my most enlight¬ 
ened friciul, at tlie head#ofhis miijesty^s 
late couiiLilf., 1 know that tins objcctiA> 
was so unsurniountulde, tliut the bill was 
oil that priiicipio abandoned in toio, instead 
being modified. It was Iberefoic that 
the bill \\efit beyond the Iruh statute, 
thougjp it wus undoubtedly built upon fhe 
of it, and it was so proposed to his 
majesty, and so (*flercd to the house ot 
couununs.—My lords, I purposely avoid 
the details, because I was no ^arty to theai; 
but I Ij^o not belcve that any deception wu.s 
practise!^ n^uch charge was tter m^e* 
by the kiiV^jT know it nevj^'was. I am 
^gue the matti^pon the foot¬ 
ing of i^iisunderstanding, and, for argu- 
aient'sf sake, to the utmost extent wAich 
[4 or cun be stated. AVhat tbeQ ? 


they ex pressed a rcservalion to govern theiii- 
sclves by future circumstances, in llieiad- 
vice whicli they migfft from time to time 
lie c.dled upon to otlor to his majesly 
the subject. Without the rescrvalion,**ni..» 
king might Imve considered, and would 
have been justly led to consider, his minis¬ 
ters as pledged not to resume the Tneasure 
in qucbtiou, nor any (Aher measure of»in- 
Itilgeiicc the Crtlhohcs, itiough oflf:rcd 
under . circ umstances which could nut, 
from*duly to his majesty, enable them to 
give way to his opinions: and tli« Calho*^ 
lies might also have boon impressed with' 
the same opinion^ which, besides the utter 
diHionour of such a proceeding, * would 
have led to the very*discontenl8 which flic 
present conjuncture is so unhappily cMcu- 
iated to produce.—My lords, I was not pre¬ 
sent when the minute in qnebtiou was nrepa- 
red ; but if 1 had been present, Tc^irtd have 
neither given a.s8istauce nor^resistance, be- 
bause 1 could not have assisted in cloving 
up a statement of what was intended by 
others, upon a subject on whiPh my own 
views and opinions were But 

this lean declare, tl^t though upon tiM 
ground I might hav^iobjected to the rcservaj# 
lion altogether, yet i never should hai'cj 
thoughf of objecting to it, lest such 
should be given to the king by it, as lead 

to a dissolution of the p^grnmeut,’when I 
knew the measure had been, from dutiful de- * 
ference to his opinions, and from the mo^af¬ 
fectionate peraotial®onBideralions,wbolh put 
aside anj abandoned. Such an idea woulch 
have*iiever iireseuted itself t6 my mind, 
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clMiMlt\vouldbavebeen'inAti»istentwtthtbe or other to dissolution, That the Hing'a 
reverence lyrd respect wbicn,I sincerely feel opinions, and scruples, and feelings, were 
for bis «ho couO not, in* niy must honest, honourable, and Conscientious,. 

opinion, ukejust odeiice aVbe whole ca- I most firmly do believe; bpt not that all 
binet, because one., ^loister \'>r two had that has happened was the unmixed result 
misconceived l^s sentii^ients-^I'heir de- of them: and I caniioi help thinking that, 
claTutious were sa«ely legiumate proof for independently ot the legal presumption, the 
the rest \^f his servaiu:. to act upon, and king was advist^l, in the ordinary sense of 
what more.^could ibe)\possibly do than the expressior^iu some quarter, or by some 
unanimously to i^adon the whildmeasure, means or other, to remove his'ministers, 
when the misconception was discovered ? My lords, I do not^meun to say, nor in the 
By that abandonment, bis majesty and bis most distant manner to insinuate, for I 
late miiiisiers w^\.brou^ht back to the never will insinuate what I am not prepared 
very bilualion in whftt*^0\ey stood at the to assert, that any noble lord now present, 
formation of the admimst7Sft2f7n-<^^'j|iiey nor any honourable man ioiatiy other place 
reciprocally knew each other's Qp^pus. is Co be considered us such adviser though 
Sufheieut for every day is the good or the he should upon his word declare, that he 
pvilofit. It was open to the ministerswas nut. 1. ussuro your lordships, that I 
propose, and for the king to reject, lhei\> have no such meaning, but still my belief 
propositions. TftheirdiJiy had called upois upon this subject, such as I have described 
them, on any future occasion, nut to yield'is not at all shaken. We al| know, my 
to hit majesty, it would have been their j lords, that in political life there are wheels 
duty to resign; and for the king to have rr- within wheels, as many almost as in a silk? 
mo^d^hem if they did not, instead of ex- mill; that the smallest, and apparently tile 
ptjuing the country, at such a cri>is, to the niustin&igniricani,ari^someUmes, from their 
ielfQus consequences of a change, even situations, the must operative, and that sonip 
fM^agh the change were for the better. 1 of them are, besides, sunk so deep in the dirt, 
sever, therefore, at tiie time the ministry that it is very difficult tq find their places, 
was upon the eve of dissolving, could dib- though one can very easily discover tlicir 
cover any just or raiionul ground for its dis- tracks and their eft'ectB.-T-My lords, 1 am 
SoUition; and I have never therefore been the mure inciinecl to be of this opinion, 


ableCo persuade myself, that iheit' removal 
was the spontaneous act of the king on that 
aQC(»ui}t; berau>«e, having the liighes: 

^ Opinion gfhis majesty's honour and fairness. 
I ^'ould not reconcile their removal with 
either. A pledge was ten<lered, which is not 
only not argued to be legal, but the illegaRty 
ofwvhich is boiiMdered us a childish truisiii, 
titterly unfic tor debate iu parliaoieut; and 
yejL this refusal, without farther parley or ex¬ 
planation, and in the midst of the most 
respeSi^ And affeetiouate submission, (a 
large majofity of the cabinet, uof even 
cbargneble witb any misconception,) was* 
made the only ground of a total indiscrimi¬ 
nate removal ; I say the only ground, because 
if tile (^g4$/bad be6a taken, (heir continue 

f as of course; the kipg could not have 
Bck. Professing tngrefore the most sin» 
lyerepce and affection for bisrfnajesty, 
i do really feel, and wbich I*canDOi 
^ ^eling, from evbry thing that I have 
atM^ud'koowo 6in$^ 1 have l^d the honour 
hift person, I do not believe that 
tbe>^iustry was dissolved by the spon- 
J^o^us act of the king, on tbsft single 
wPCOunt*^^. I balieve that, lodepenc^ently of 

b^ep doomed lom^bow. 


from the gross perversion and exaggeration 
of (he danger and illegality ol the extensiuq 
beyond the Irish act of 1793« ^Ve have no¬ 
thing to du with the civil exceptions in that 
jact, but only with those which are military; 
these exceptions areXhe commander-in-cliiel, 
and general ufTicers on the stuff. His ma* 
jesty consented, by the IrUh act^ to open the 
whole army to the Catholics, with these 
exceptions; and nobody charges his ma« 
Jesty now on tho^ account with the breach 
his coronation oath. It, is admitted 
therefore, that, consistent with the corona¬ 
tion oath, Homan Catholics may be ensigns, 
lieutenants, captains, majors, and colonel*-, 
m the army \ but it is argued that they can- 
no^ rise to the rank of staff officers, Qonsit* 
teutly with the king’s solemn obligatiow .Urf 
support the Protestant ^tabiisbment of the 
chiiTch of England. My lords, wbat in the 
name of wonder can the church have to do 
wiw this distinction ? Whether it ;«as or 


tvhfl not^a'iisistent with the siirit o^^he coro¬ 
nation oath^ it applied to t!^|t'ate, though 
not at all to thtKjfiurch, to open 
the Catholics at all, -it is not now \pen to'.^ 
argife ; the thing is opne, and was py hie 
aajti^ty cousepted to be extended toiOr^ ' 
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Britain. We are therefore confined only to 
the mysterious enigma of the perjuiy* in car* 
rying on their promotion to be officers on the 
staff* . A^ly lords, as I was no party at all to 
tl^e :>ill, 1 cannot but feel a most natural 
anxiety to deliver mySelf fromrfhe possible 
imputation of such gross stupidity and folly 
as to have ever objected to ijtt^n that prin- 
’ ciple. I will state the founchition of my 
objection by-and-by. The question of*en- 
tiie emancipation is tot||lly ditfercnt, and 
ought not to be mixed with the present con¬ 
sideration^ Dut 1 am quite sure that a man 
would be pointed at in the streets, who had 
incurred the ridicule of gravely asserting 
Uiat, upon any possible view of the curo> 
nation ouUi, in its Utter or in its spirit, the 
differemc l>etweenc’oloirels and staH'-ufficers, 
could have any rational application* When 
}l is considered upon the footing of expedi¬ 
ency, tiie question may be very dillerent ; 
but even there, the king has the staff in his 
own hand ; for though such promotions 
might be open to Catholics, the appointment 
still rests with the king himscU'. What 1 
object to, therefore, my lords, is, that dan- 
*ger to the church is iiuifle the stalking-horse 
upon this occasion. ,As tar as it is a ques¬ 
tion of political prudence, it is a faii^and 
reasonable ground ditlerencc of opiniois; 
but so ftr as It is a claiiuAir upon religion, 
it is imposture. It is for that reason that 
i cannot therefore help thinking, my lords, 
that this is a change, which though it could 
not have happened without the occasion,yet 
had not the occasion itself for its only cause, 
because the consequences altogether outrun 
such a cause. The objection to this way 
6f considering the subject is, that it conveys 
a charge or an insinuation an the king him¬ 
self. My lords, 1 deny it. It is the pre¬ 
sent ministers who make tli^ charge upon 
his majesty, because they give up the pledge 
as illegal; they disavo)^ it altogether ; they 
deny that they have taken it, and lea^ it 
the king. My lords, the obstacle of 
the king*s oatb*8ppearB the more extraor¬ 
dinary ^len Me bear it in the mouths of tl;e 
ministers, who step into office upon 
the refusal of the ple^lge, by their predeces¬ 
sors. When one bears so much of tha 
church, and upon an occasioi^ with which 
the chukh can h^e no possible concerjE 
pne wounObiuklthat the king hi^ 

cosonatioti^ol^u oath but tothe 

lisbment. automat the civil 
nothing. My 
'solemnly swear to 
[cofding to the i>ututes of the real|n, 





and to the laws wd customs of -the same f 
My lords, the kvg enters into Aisj^lema 
obligation : and 4 it consistent win^e lawg 
and customs ofAne realm tb demadQ apledge 
from counseUprA tlftit tl^ey will not impar* 
tmlly and h^i^tly ^ounse^^ consist 
tent with the laws and cmiliDms of th^c uRh, 
that the king shall iqalfe a 'rule foi^is own 
conduct, which hisJr counsellori^ihall not 
break in u^oh, toBisturb^lffi their advice i 
Who is tlie man that will stand up and say, 
that this is the law and custMn pf this realm I 
Tlie church therefore, ana all observations 
concerning CathutKo,^''are foreign to this 
granci^fj^d^fation ; because if this can be 
suppuyied and sanctioned in one instance^ 
it may in any number of instances ; and the 
instead of submitting to be advised by 
hij counsellors, might give the rule himself 
af to what he will bp advised in, until those 
l^ho are solemnly sworn to give full .and im- 
pariial counsel, and who are responsible to 
the public fur their conduct as his advisers, 
might be penned up^in a corner or th-wr 
duties and jurisdiction,* and the state migw 
go to ruin. But no doubt it will be said, th|t 
here again is a direct Attack upon the ki?ig, > 
1 deny it again, it is no attack upon the king, 

I cannot see the king but iu the respun«>ible 
ofiicers of state, who, by serving him in ofiicei 
sanction all proceedings of the crown. The 
noble carl Avho spoke first of) that sme^ 
declared that if an address was presented t(» 
the king to know the autliorofthe suppodhd 
advice, his majesty would return for an^ 
swer, thaiiiis adviser was the faithful nio^^ 
nitnr v^thiii his owg breast in the sugges¬ 
tion^ of his conscience. My lorda, th9 king 
mifht undoabtedly gi^e such an answef,^ 
buCi should be glad to sec the ^ministers 
wjio*would be b«ld enough to deliver such 
answer to parliament. My lorjft» ( 
ill hazard rily repututiou as a lawj^tffwith 
yhur lofdahips, that the responsible mipia* 
who was thexirgan of that message here, 
would be subject to an impeachment* Tbn 
Gkeat Hall, and not this chan^r, wouk) 
beVtie proper fprum W 'the con9k^**‘|ktioi| 
of R. The king can perform no act of gd^ 
vermnept himself, no man ought to be : 
received within the walls of this house t^i f 
declare, fliat ahy get of government bas-^ro^;^ 
ceeded from the private will and detygaiilfc 
lion, or conscience of tln^i^g. The klpg, 
as chief magistrate, can have no consekm 
which is not in the trust of responsible Ifah* 
jecta. Wtien he dekvers the seals of oflte 
to bisofiiqprs ef.state, his conecieiioOt Mlt' 
>regardfi the state, aocompanidk 
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on llie contrary, are entitl^ to llic full lie subjects; and 1 conceive that 1 have even 

'of the |)rcsent niiuibiers for sujv 
upon eorrespoiidiii;; eniergen- 
^ iiyences would still beoxteiided; 

from eilhe. 's^jrrelore l^is ovvn. The fame lor, they suy ^htit iboy have: taken no pledge, 
and honour oTirn; actions are*his own ; but a.ui consider the iiiipulaliou of having taken 
as all men must have errors, the wisdom ol it as a reproach,f which it certainly would 
our government turns them aside from hir;jt not be, if all turtlier indulgences weie 
1 he maxim, that*^c^l^ing can do wroi.g, against a fundamental and unalterable priii- 
does not seek to aItcf'lu^«^^e and (jonsti- ciplc; and if further indulgences be not on 
tutiou of things, but to preserve'TlWj\ern- that account inadm-ssibh;, but are to de¬ 
ment not only against the impeaclimcnt of pend upon omergcnrics as they may occur, 
crime, but even against tlic irreverenc^ijid then upon what jjriiKiplc were the lute 
loss of dignity ansiug Irom the very in\u- ministers removed, and how are they dic¬ 
tation of it. Js'o act ol state governmLit tinguikhable from their nircessors, sineo 
can therefore be the king’s ; he cannot A t the late niinisierh abandoned all indulgence 
but by advice; and he, who holds ofhd*' mr the present, and only contended that 
Banctioiis what IS done, Irom whatever source emergencies ought to regulate their ad- 
mjy proceed. J his, iiiy lords, is not vilc ?—I’his is the whole, I hope I ha\c 
,'iue legal fiction of the.constilnlion, but the not departed in any tinng I have said from 
practical benefit and blessing of it. 1 am the declaration I made the other day of my 
pleading the cause of the king and of the duty and aitarlmicnt lo his majesty, which 
■people together, iiv enforcing it ; and I is most sincere and affectionate'. Wljut 
never will remain silent whilst this princi- weighs heavily on niymind,inv lords, is, the 
pie is disturbed. Apply it, my lords, lo the daifgerous and alarming distinction between 
case before us. We never should have pullingby from time to lime the claims and 
Tfejpourse lo^a siniile, when the case itself expet tatioiisof llic TathoHcs, whicH i am as 
will serve us for illustration.—JtJy lords, the mucli disposed to as any man, and the pub^ 
illustration maysyffer from circumstances he declaration of unaUfrable refusal upon 
af tins moment. The liandsofoiir great a pnuciph* wlucli admits no iiUeiaiion. I 
r enemy are lull; the brave llussians keep trust wti shall never see the dungt^r of such 
•inm at hay in the Lust, hikI I giuy f*od for a drclaraiitm brought home to a practical 
the continuance of such critical sd'^cesses. test m the discontent of subjects who might 
But should he return to the coast, llll otherwise be iifTcctionate and faithful.—My 
, Ihe shores of Europe with his** trooj>s Itom lords, I have nothiijg to add to the trouble 
the Baltic to the Mediterranean ; shoiiJ(fjh(' which I have already given to your lord- 
^reaten Ireland with invasion, would liiy ships, but to assure you, that no man can 
permitted with impunity to tell tlie be more deepf.v impressed than I am with 
^athdjwS that they must not look^ to ally rcvertMice for God and religion, and for all 
possible cliange in their condition during uis th(^^miiiisters and professors of the Chris- 
majesty'e reign? that no changes cuiMd tiaii IVotestant faith. 1 luu sure that I 
relieve them whilst the king was on the. need not except even the worthy and ("j* 
throne ? ^Wy lords, I maintain, witb^mt cellent prelates in who«e prf^sence I make 
thebxaTG of contnidiclion, that this deJa- this solemn and public declarutirn. My 
^ration would be a seditious-misdemeauour, lords, 1 glory in the opportunity of rbaking 
j| punishable by indictment. The crynhial it. Would to God that my life* could be 
Ff tnotiv^ unless as circumstances'might repel, ^s pure as my faith !‘ I consider the aera of 
tjjjj^i^fctence, would be interrcd“from the Mie l{eform''.tion, and its irresistible pro- 
because the king can have no g^css in the age which liA succeeded it, as 
to&Aear in law rr in fact imnu- lhe"5'‘ifd ®ra in which ihe Di'«^he Provi- 


wpcwum^ a *** pv/DDiuit; 

tbu because the king's oath, and 

the ^stabiiikmentsorchurclf 


1 look lorward, my lords, believe me I al- \ 
vtf^ys have, with aifcanxiety which I cannot 
eifiprees, but with a hope which 
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bad been the*opinwn of many statesmen oC 
great eminence. jEven one of th& present 
iikinisters, the secretary of state V^r the 
foreign clepurtiiViit, a per9i>n cert^ly not 
of inferior tal^its, tadjbrmcrly fteld this 
opinion. It fuuld ^ot therejelW^ sub¬ 
ject of charge against tl^(#^1atft mlS 
thuC they brought f(^'ard this tn/asurs 
wantonly orhaslily. t'fle thoughj^^fiere was 
great roason*lo regftt the olvait^ in iiis ma¬ 
jesty’s councils, and lie considered the 
pledge detiiaudedas highly ui^onstitutioiml* 
Lord //</rroti7i'y iSegan by'observing, that 
be fell under the san^' i-nibarrassment as the 


tinguishable, to the time when .all the na¬ 
tions of the earth shall be collected under 
its shadow, and united in the enjoyment of 
its blessings: It is that feeling, niy lords, 
mixed perhaps with what maybe considered 
as the prejudices of education, but which 
1 cannot in^self consider to be prejudices, 
that have kept me back from ^ing the full 
*I«nigtli of Caiiitdic expectation.* J consider 
the Roman Catholic laitli as a gross super¬ 
stition, not chargeable up^jn the present ge¬ 
neration, which contains thousands and 
ten thousands of sincere and enlightened 
persons, but the result of tlie‘dark ness ot 
former ages, and *vhich is fast giving way 
imdtT ilie hourly increasing lights of reli¬ 
gious mid philosophical truth. Not that 
\ain and conteniptible*jargon which has 
usurped the luune of philosophy, but the 
philosophy of nature, which lifis up tlu^ 
nimd to the coutcmplation of the Ahnighty, 
by approuclung to Him nearer, and disco¬ 
vering his Aliribulos in the majesty aftd 
harmony ofhis woj-ka. Toleration is tlic right 
of every man, mid the policy of all wise 
stales; but si'uing that religious supersti¬ 
tions were falling into a whoh sonie and 
visible decline, 1 liavg never sought to give 
any enrourageincnt to set tliem up 
but have rather wiaj^ed that inconvenience* 
should Ue felt, liiough no'injustice sullered 
by their professois; because, when reli¬ 
gious (ii>tincli^ns are not so iinjiorlamk 
niaierial as deeply to affect the conscience, 
tliey are often l)y imperceptible degrees di- 
minijilicd and melted away, 'i'hc&e idias, 
my lords, and not any objections atlecting 
either the eslablisliinent of the church or 
the safety of the state, though formerly 
these were very solid ot>jecitions, were my 
reasons for imt giving my support to the 
hill without a more urgent^occasion ; fur 
theie are occasions to which s-uch ideas 
ought to yielfl, sinc^ we are frequently 
without choice in the order and gov^rn- 
of mankind, 'i'hese opinions, how¬ 
ever, cun have* no bearing on the present 
motion^ tlie 8rstbrancli of which 1 pdss 

having been myself an inunble 
member of the^ac^ninistrutiou which it 


second, but shall conclude by returning n 
thanks^ the ncnlc marquis for haviugj/- 

troducel^t to IIr house. _ 

•The £arl|^f^ %rsty supporte^tffe motion, 
fontended, wuscjilTfl for by the 
Ktraordiimry circunistrfffes that had re¬ 
cently occurred. Thiy some farther c®n- 
*^^|^iap«;^should be made to the Catholjcs, 


noble varf v.rto' ifad Just spoken, from the 
want olproper documents. This deficiency 


iproper 

was in Itself a sutricicntpailiamcntary ground 
lot i(*efijsing to assent to the motion of his 
noble relatioR. No motion,•he said, pre-' 
temiing to be grounded upon facts* ought 
Ik^bc emcrtaincci, unless it rests either upon 
facts notorious, or'aclmiited on all aides, 
or proved by doenments on our table. The 
nature of the present case admits of ncfsuidl 
proof: it le^ts upon Statements of ih^ 
contents of dispatches which we have noi 
seen ; of the content^f confidential com* 
nuinicaiions between the king and his cabi- 
net, whicli are not, and cannot be before us: 
and upon ibc relation, not so much of the 
tcriiis of confi<lontiul couv4.'rtations IxTweea 
the same parties, as of the imprAsion whith 
such coiivosiitious made upon ‘the minds 
of those who lield tliem. Such are the d|- 
cumenls on which we are culled upou to as- ^ 
sent to Winch, grounding itself., 

solely i^on Wie di'fciice Ijrougbt forward by 
oiiL^uny, is\i^Jj!U:*-(though I Iryjst ntot i\\ 
intuition) an uccusuticAi ai^inst^he oilier^ 
a notion which places your lordstiips in a * 
si|u.i\ion, cqualW unknown to the theory 
aid the practice of tiie conslilution, equally 
eii from four legislative amt ^imcial 
rAnctioflsMthe situation of sitting injudg- 
iiKut upon the personal conjnet of vour 
suLereign. 1 am well aware that the meii- 
tivi name within these waHs is in it- 
seK disorderly,^but tliejTature oTlhis-ques- 
tionrenders it impossible to be avoidedr« 
need not be suid^o prove at once the W 


supports; ^utltnotftnly subscribe to the I inde\irou& and unparliamentary rharact^ 

lift • ^ t t * 9 •»_ r 


pf the d^ate into which we su’e driven- L 
shall not however for^t the doctrineWlT’ 
'down in anothq^ place b|;.what is nd^tlie 
highest authority in this^ouse, that the 
right which necessity creates, necea^^y 
limits. So far at l^iLst it will be agreed pii 
all sid*B, that before we detenyine to asserf • 
an al^tract proposition, .for•the dejclsq;fd . 
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purpose of applauding late ministers, 
and wit^the direct ei^clof censuring our 
sover^£i» ue ought to etcaniine (atf far as 
the impMcct lights we n^ve can admit) 
how far t^at abstract pi^pos^ion can be ap¬ 
plied ctfse, considered in all 

fis~CJ^niigs ana^';ilh 11 its circumstaiiees. 
It wotr;.\ ill beome^* in any cause, mbeh 
more in I'-v* extr&rdiuary in its coin- 
plexjoD, so i^nmreuous m its cdiiscquences, 
to content ourselves with taking up the 
transaction iiei^rly at its close. We must 
consider what wer^ tlie steps which led to 
that close, what was tU^^fecessity which 
left noother issue. JL isnotenDl^; 2 j| 1 ^o say, 
a pledge was demanded ; no ikinlster 
ought to give a pledge; the king has dis¬ 
missed his ministers for refusing it; tlifcre- 
forc the. ministers'were right, and the k^g 
was wrong. A mutuaj confidence between 
the sovereign and his servants appears ^6 
indispensable to the good conduct of public 
busuicss, that when once tliern is so little 
ponducnce on cither side, that the ministers 
^re reduced to deniand a pledge from their 
ping, or the king from his ministers, there 
seems little option left, but for him to dis¬ 
miss them, or for them to resign. What 
is the mode best calculated to preserve tiiis 
necessary confidence ? A clear and distinct 

r nation of proposed measures on one 
and ^*ii unreserved coinii/unicalion of 
opinions on the other. Jfever there was a 
t|(iestLon upon which such clear and distinct 
explanation was peculiarly ntxcssary, it 
..was that lately iir'ais^ns’^ion^-* was 


a 


question upon which j/^T/ti(iic»(is of a 
inHjdrity«. of lu« rnajest-j' « servants 'tvere 
known themselves to be coiitrary to fcis ; 
upon which his opinion had not only ,,by;n 
repeatedly and decidedly ikelarcd, l^it liid 
bc^i acted upon by him under the m(|pt 
tryiiigvjmumstances, and was founded nj|4 
upon any*argfmicuts of political eupedicna/, 
but upon a religious regard to the sacif'd 
obligation of his oath, if measures of cciii- 
cession td the Catholics hud been consen^d 
to b/^hd’kmg, tipbti fornier.occasioiis, vith 
^^ident reluctance^ arising from a Ion- 
•cientious fear lest t||py should pas/ the 


itwas not neglected ? Can they say, that 
in the first proposal to his majesty to ex¬ 
tend the privileges of the Roman Catholics, 
tlic limits of that extension were accurately 
stated to him ? were perhaps even ac¬ 
curately devilled in their own minds. The 
measure was first projxrsed to l>e intro¬ 
duced by closes in the mutiny bill. Could, 
ihjs by pos^bility go beyond the army, or 
include the navy ? The notice of the 
intended motioa referred, as I am in¬ 
formed, to the Irish act of 17.93» and pro¬ 
fessed to admit Catholics to certain com¬ 
missions. Could this be supposed to in¬ 
clude the admission of ail dissenters to nil 
commissions and appointments ? But whnt 
was the reusoning'by wliich this proposal 
was supported, w'hen addressed to his ma¬ 
jesty ? Am I misinformed, when I hear 
that he was told, that it was tlie earnest 
wish of ministers, to avoid cvfry discus¬ 
sion, which ctnild iii the remotest decree be 
painful to any fetd ngs, or repiigiiant to any 
opinion of his majesty ? .Tiiai thi.s object 
they hoped they had attained by the mea¬ 
sure then sui!ge^ted : and wliy wai it sup% 
posed to be attained f Di'causr, so fur from 
being repugnant to auy known opinion of 
his ^majesty, it was perfectly conformable 
hi principle to that cor,aessioii which he had 
consented to in i f 1)3 ; because it was only 
fuhilling tiio en'/agement which hud been 
entered into under his majesty's authority 
at that time. Was it not stated, ihdt the 
Irith act enabled the king's subjects in Ire* 
land to hold comniissious in the army, with 
no other leslrictioii than is iheie pointed 
out P and that if a similar provisum be re^ 
fused with respect ^ this part of the uniied 
kingdom, it wdubi (anioiigst orher argu¬ 
ments) liear an appearance of a conduct 
notconsistentwith openness and good faitb ? 

this was the manner in which the pro- 
po^ was represented, (and if it was not, 

I shall be contradicted,) can any man won¬ 
der at the impression made upon his majtrj^* 
ty's mind } 1 will not argue against the 

cyivil which may be made upon the reference 
to the principle of the aojt of 1793* » 

answered at once b^tha prpposal, after 


i li|Howed line, how deeply was it«inr.cmber.t^eferring to the rcstrirtiuhs in that act, of 


.^jibotrthose, who proposed advancing but t! 
rotpje^step within tiiat limit, todetinc with, 
Che utmost pteiv.ion the oextent of that 
nDgle step ? Can wc, who have heard little 
0|S9u this subject, except the voluntary de- 
^i^ce of ministers, can bven they, who made 
it; now sajq even to themselves, *cither 
this cairfloD was not necessary, or that 


t similar piwvision for If^gland. Besides, 

>..at is the principle of ap act ? 14 it nut 
to etjually in w^at U •^withholds, 

and whan\£ranls ? If iHx Jow s cm£iu 
privileges forSh*^ relief of his Uattiunc suw: 
jects, docs it not impose ceruin restrictions i 
for the security of ms Protestant establish- ^ 
mentf Is it fair to argue, that tihe u* '-* 
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object of a legislative measure is to annihi¬ 
late ail distiiiciions between different sects, 
•when it is an equally prominent object of 
the same measure to preserve a part of 
them ? But, if we, who are left to collect 
our infonimtiou as \\€ can, hi^d a waut of 
precision in this clear and distinct explana¬ 
tion, how did it appear to tl^ise who were 
• most conversant and must delj^ly interested 
in every part of the transaction ? To Ihe 
king, to whom it was proposed ; to those 
ministers who were consulted upon it, or 
by whom it was advised ; to those, through 
whom it w’us communicated to the Catlio* 
lies ? That it ^as not understood by 
the king, we have his majesty’s own autho¬ 
rity, us staled by the noble baron lately at 
the head of his ministryf That it was not 
understood by the cabinet, we Lave the 
authority of a noble viscount, and, as I 
atn Informed, that of two other members of 
the cabinet, who, if they hud understood 
the measure, w^ould, as well as hmiseff, 
have dissented from it, and who, when they 
did understand il, took no part in the fur¬ 
ther proceedings. That it was not under¬ 
stood by the noble lord himself, who 
brought it forward in another place, we 
have his own authority, collected froi^his 
own iioiiie, and from the manner in 
liisclau^'s were to\e intfoduced. We are 
furtlier told by that noble lord himself, tlial 
be hud noi suHi(A>ntly attended to the distinc¬ 
tion between bis own nurasure and the 
Irish act. The candour of this admission 
does honour to the noble lord; but it re¬ 
moves all our wonder, iliat others should 
not liave understood what tho^e atho pro¬ 
posed it did not undersiand themselves; it 
removes also stmie of lAir fcgrel, ihiit the 
^ proposal of great measures is no longer ves- 
I ted in the same hands; it removes also 
J much of our suijAii*^ that in*an intercourse# 
of a confidentiaT nature between the king 
and his servants, Bomc*precaulions Bln^5ld 
been thought absolutely necessary to 
jIrRrent future misunderstandings. To the 
measure, however, thus stated, and thus 
the king, after re|>eated in- 
: stances, gave a rAncLunt consent, advert- 
j iugi however, pLrtirtilarly 
' passH ill 17()3. - 

precise and positiffe terms 
it necessa^ to 

goalie step firtj^r ? If this caiuR^Tbe de- 
»fiua fact which qp^t to have 
fMTi broughtTurward by AWra^who, ip the 
defence of their own coj^uct, have forcad 



to discuss au accusation against the king ? 

Vo*-- IX. * / 


Whatever dffieren^Je of opinion there may 
be as to the line tney shoald have, fdlowed 
after this declaration, this at lea^yaill be 
conceded, that it imposed upon^em not 
only the duty lof amtiim with tie utmost 
distinctness '^hat w|8 me n^d^^id the 
extent of the further stet.^^^bicb 
required to take, but o^voCerlainiug.j^th the 
same distinctness, thj nature anc^e extent 
of the coiftent of his Did the 

ministers perform this dpty ? Was it suffi. 
cient to rest such a point u]}OD the und^r* 
standing of a coifverKaticn, m which die 
king believed that had signified bis per¬ 
severance ir. lei^isal, but which the noble 
aecretlU^ understood as a reluctant 

consent, or, as he candidly admits, rather 
afjiut withdrawing the consent which had - 
been originally given.* '^be ministers 
b(?mg in possession of the written opvoion of 
majesty, giving a reluctant consent to a 
measure evidently iimited, with a cfeclara- 
lion that he could not go one step further, 
his consent to an unlimited measure H in;- 
plied, from what ? 'Fitim the expressioi^ 
of his decided disapprobation. It ough^ 
not to be forgotten, t^at immediately alter 
this conversation, an opportunity was of¬ 
fered, by the audience of the leading mem¬ 
ber of government, to clear up the doubt, 
while it was yei time. . We ugdersta#4 
from that n^ble lord, that notbing passed 
upon the subject. That the king should 
not have repeated his dissent, was perfecliy 
natural. His determination not to advuiide g 
nnr ti p bpiijuirlJnir finnytjf rnflnnir^ni', hiid * 
been defflaw ip witmg ; his diss^Mi^ni 
the jicw step pj^j^&Sd^Jl^^llC^boaght, 
bee# disttiu^ly expresseo^ the parson, 
wlwse immediate duty it was to*couducC. * 
hieasure : agd he might well ibtnk it 
lecessary to repeat it. But it would have 
11 fortunate (and that it did utvt^piibp. 
mu»t yow 1^ regretted by himselO, if 
noble person who had the* second au- 
dilnoe had felt that necessity for clearing 
U{1 all doubts upon so delicate aa point, 
whVh tile very informafjon he Tteeived at 
the\oor of the closet would to most minds*. 
hayA naturally suggesftd. Undoubtedly, ij 
'oweW, 4 Supposed that the in- ■' 

rieatulW received by governmeut-Jrom 
eland, placed the necessity of the meastyd^' 
very day in a jtronger^ht, and aASTctra' 
greater and ^eater hopes'^ quieting the 
Catholics. Will the miuUters state this qa a 
ground fos enlarging^ the measure, or even 
tor persisting itt it t W’hat hoQps could be^ , 
jentertatued of quieting the Catholics, 
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limited measure, supported upop principles 
which required one unlimited, which made 
what /ranted no favour, and left what 
was reluUrd injustice and oppression ?* Did 
the Irish S^veninient give hopes that these 
coiicessic^^'ould keep tack Wie petition ? 

Ihet, txcRisive of tht' 
daiiilSL^hich tholNtietiiioii would bring for¬ 
ward, rofi previous Vu^uests, a compliance 
with whi^i'V ^uJd alone give even a chance 
of keeping iiotek, were such as neither 
the Irish nor the Etighsh government were 
disposed to admit? Was not the mealing 
of the Irish Catholics, at which the petition 
was decided, a suBicieni pioof of the in- 
elHcacy of these concession«, even Af the 
declarations of some leading uraton hud 
dot spurned at their nullity ? What iliyj 
bad happened ? The clear and precise dis¬ 
patch ty the Irish government*iiad bten p 
well understood, that .Mr. Kllioit, thotigli 
answering in the words, of that di^^paicHt,' 
had given a doubtful answ'er ; and that the 
Cathqlics, as was natural, were disposed to 
?Aplain this doubt iij their own favour. 
Vhid favourable exp^an^ition was ronlirnied 
\y the dispat' h of the iJd of March, to 
which the consent i fHlie king was iinphed, 
from the circumstance ol his havmgrctunied 
without observation a draft v^hich was Sent 
io him without observation; and upon his 
cwsent, Vf^ually Implied Irom the conver- 
saciori above slated, in which tHe ditVerence 
WHS explained, the measure in Us new and 
eTiended lonn was prchsed on in the house 
of coirBnons. At length it became evident 
that the br*.A»nvo]ved 

ill Eil?f n/ir»ption. Or *^e'^.'*th o^lMarch, 
the maJoNjy^ fonvincedVbut 

the k'lnfi^ivas inmio'vable in hts determina¬ 
tion, comrquiiicaled to him, chrunglt pie 
medium of that noble lordf their resulutilon 


mit his niajesty, was it not better to com« 
init him upon a strict adherence to the act 
of I7i^3, and to carry their own principles 
into efl'ect as far as that act carried them, 
rather than to abandon without nec(*ssity 
every part of their measure, and to 
bring forward the sacred person of tlie king 
HS tlie only bar to the progress of civil and 
religious freedom ? If it were true that his 
majjisty \vert*'h!msell the only supporter of 
those prniciph s which seated his family 
upon the throne ; ^*1 he feels himself bound 
by the obligution of an oath (ncit voluntary 
but imposed upon him as the ionditto 
rrgnan(U)y to draw a line which he cannot 
pass, who ia there but must respect such' 
adhcience to principle? Who is there but 
must wish such a conscience to remain un- 
moh'sted ? But is it true that his majesty 
IS thus insulated from his parliament and 
his people ? Did the ministers really be¬ 
lieve that they should carry their bill in 
parliament ? Has not one of their leading 
menibers in another place declared his 
opinion that they could not cany it there? 
After tlit: late and decided opioion which 
vour lordships have expressed upon llie 
subject, was ibeieahopeofcaiTyuigit here? 
N there a doubt iii ihq mind of any man as 
to tko gcnei al semnnents and feelings of the 
country? Where was plierefore the neces¬ 
sity ot reiiiiqui.<'hing the measure in a man¬ 
ner which gave a wrong imjiression of the 
real obstacles which opposed it? Still 
more, where was the necessity of utconi- 
f'Buying the resolution to withdraw the bill 
with the stipulations contained in the nit- 
nuie of the 15th of March, as they have 
been stated by the noble lord ? As to the 
right of expressing in parliament the indi¬ 
vidual opinions t>f incinbers of the adminis¬ 
tration, it was a M;'ht which no man con- 


tf) i^Hify the bill, so as to bring it witlkn tested, and of«wl)lch his majtsiy only le- 
the ra hVi^oftlie act of 1793 . \yilh tnl%^retR the exercise, because appeared de- 
resoliition itaippears that his majesty wy^g 
satisfied Why then was the whole Hell 
abandoned ? It would, it seems, have bftn 
difficuh t?ij*ind arguments to justify an vA- 
hertmcft {0 the exaCt letter of the Irish >?ct. 

^Vasilicre no difTiaully then in finding ar- 
” gumenis to justify iheuvoluntary and^itire 
fhlintmjshmect of a measure,*st»%^ 

to be i^idispensably necessary^ 
anH>,^ich they should be deeply criminaL 
if they neglectf^;9 propose ? If it could 
b^ohe in iKe latter case (us the noble lord 
HSSfeothor place has stated thal Jt might) 
y^ithout committing M's majesty,* why not 
* in tbe foruid^ ? If it w as netessary to com- 

TIT % . 


cid^lly ailveise to great object of their 
exertions, the quieting the Catholics, and 
keeping buck their jietition. As to 
right ol giving such advice \n future to bis 
qiajesty respecting Ireland, as tl^ course 
of circumstances might appear to r^pjr,,., 
this was a general righA, i\pon which if they 
‘ id been silent, no man would have enter- 
ined a do(«bt; but as applied to this par- 
lar question,' what di| it mean ? After 
l^V^^lnd distressing clntesl j/ith their 
sovereignS^hey bad discoV^cad, what they 
might have^^li^iown before ij^bffg9nv*'i''e 
ultimate point^%hich he was deiermineo 
t3 make bis bland. wDy rdiuquishing their 


\ 
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owD bill entirely, instead of condescending 
to restrict it witbin the limits of the act 
of I7i)3, they had proved that any future 
proposdl must go beyond chat act. The 
power, therefore, w^iicb they thought it 
iteceaxary to declare it ^vAse&^«^tlal to their 
characters and to their duty that they 
should reserve, and from tin^to time exert, 
wus a power to bring forwarc^from tin^ to 
time, tor the decision of his majesty, mea- 
smus to whicli his oath forbade him to con¬ 
sent. On this point, the king had decided, 
not lightly or inconsiderately, lie thought 
liiniself bound to his Protestant people not 
to do any act, which was, iti his own opi¬ 
nion, contrary to the pledge he had given 
them at bis coronation^: he thought him* 
self bound to the Almighty, not wdfully to 
transgress the oath whi(*h he had sworn. 
However the arguments brought forward 
by others might convince the consciences 
of others, it was by his own conscience, 
right or wmng, that he must stand or fSl). 
Jf he violated tiiis sacred contract with his 
eyes open, witli liisjudgcment unconvinced, 
humust at once break his faith with iiiuu 
and prevaricate with ins God. Under these 
distrebbing circiimstu^ico, his majesty pro¬ 
poses lo bis ministers to withdraw this^nti- 
luaiioti of their intentions. Was tliisoa 
conces^on whiidiii wasiinpossible for them 
lo make ? Tliey had drelared tliemsclves 
desjroub of keeping oil’tlie discussion of any 
(piestioii, contrary to the opinions and feel¬ 
ings of his iiiujesty. By the exertion of 
their weight and iiiHuence in that direction, 
It was lur from impossible that they might 
be succebsful. If they failed, it was still 
In their power to inform bis inajHty that, 
us they could no longer Ai tiicir opinion 
adniinister his government, witliout propo¬ 
sing measures contrary to Iws sense of his 
oath, they muse retire from responsibiiit}'? 
and leave his majesty ^ the advice of other 
counsellors. Having failed in convincing 
king by the strongest statements of (he 
indispensable niccessity of die measure,w hich 
they nevertheless ubandoned, haviijg 
vMrmsi#ited to bet^me deeply criminal by 


ranee that this contest between himself end 
his coufideutial servants should wtilast fur 
ever ^ Having seen bow loosel^^ow in¬ 
accurately a proceeding Af such ^portance 
and delicacy had condu^ld ; having 

seen how ellsily hia coo 8 er<j^auSM|^ im¬ 
plied to the very roe^iare to vA 
thoUf^ht his dissent been uner^'ocally 

expressed,^ can man be ^..**^rized that 
he should require to be secured frqm all 
future apprehensions?* From all future 
apprcheniiiutis, of what nature ? Not ibaC 
ineaHures wouhl 6e proposed to curtail his 
lafliipnce, or to abridge his power, but 
that he should be forced, against his con¬ 
science, to consent to the extension of his 
prerogative. Js it not dear that when 
iliere is so little confidence between tbe 
kinguiid hH confidential cervants as to 
make it necessary op either side to* require 
Kl jdedge of any kind, the public service 
must suOer, if the conduct of alTdirs coii- 
linuc*> ill the same (iuiid» r When iniuis- 
lers perceivi* that they have incoiisi3eraie- 
Ly, and for what appear unnecessarily, 
brought themselves into this situ<;tiun :s 
it honourable to theii» sovereign, is it use¬ 
ful to their country, to cling lo their offi- 
cia! posts ; to force their king to remove 
them, instead of removing themselves ; and 
to aitcnipt lo gam popidarity by dismi^al 
whi< ii l)ie>^ must be coiiscioifs they ii^ve 
net gamed by their administration ? This 
bungs me to tlie second branch of the rao- 
tion of my noble relation." It was<Mjtex- ^ 
peeled bj? a long^ , 

but 110 /dil'tiV^ Ax^ii to aii\wer__ii:^-^ia- 

hcAih froiii ailtiudln^ m'y (!Tity in this 
placg during their continuance nr power, I* 
cJi only torni iJiy judgeineut from a g‘*ue- 
rfl view of their conduct. Of ihcir en- 
^{aiice into oflico 1 say nolhiiig^cJ(^^|n that 
ey c^Kkte lo come in ^on^hat very 
mciple of exclusion, appTied to a whole 
p^rty from the highest to the lowe^, a re- 
sikance to which principle, s3id*to be ap- 
plkd to a single persont’bad be^ ihe de- 
ciaKd reason of their (jcfusal to jo>n in as 


withdrawingwhaf it aotild have been deeply U)f™r adminiatruliy*. Of Uleir actions 11 \ 
crinuual not to jkupose, from what fiirtht^. JUn «eize the prominent points iu«t' 


arguments coult 4 conviction #iid .succev liusly u^ imperfect review, 1 Ibak fu^ 
be expected? AYhat wds the, invariayl? Iheirccconomy, to the i?limeose burthenjrfri 

prospect,\.but a fruitless and tailed, I fear ever, tjp^ ihe couiffry,liy- 

Jeirt.^producUvJ of nothing but^dlstrusi and the increased expence orlhe army, and 
ir/jiadOii ? Are we then j^*f{fared to cen* consequently of the navy, incurred io ofttw*' 
(ture his majesty, if, aftuf^ropuslng in the to try m fhe army Upon a larjf* "scale an fti> 
^ret instance that the iiAimatiou should fee perimantg^feuialed upon visionary theories, • 
jclvitbdruwn, he clauned soipc positive asju- 'but wlfech inpfuctice thevaliMfteeiing.of thfe. « 
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into the line had‘proved lo be almost 
lioTMtlefti of success. 1 look for their just di^ 
trlbutian^foffices and rewards; to their 
“foreignVfepoiiitments; to their civil jfromo- 
tion ; tovtbe persons , whom they have 
placed inJhi^QiaryvUrusts ; to the persons 
k--^'y mite proSbcuted ; to the per- 
tonfi^om the^Hwc pensioned. I look 
for thCTi;^ergy andni^ility in the disposal 
of the ini[^.^(^nd nava| force the coun¬ 
try, to the expeditions they have sent out 
with so little delay* in the dispatch, so lit¬ 
tle contradictidh in the ^rders and counter* 
orders ; to the conquests we have gained; 
to the victories we have achieved; to the stu¬ 
pendous advancement of our military and 
naval gloiy. For their talents in the ma¬ 
nagement of foreign politics, 1 must look^o 
the cordial footing on which we now stand 
with those powers in whose welfaie we are 
most deeply interested ; to the prompt and 
liberal succours they hayeseiU tothatreiti* 
nant of Europe, which is still struggling for 
existence. For the wisdom and precision 
of their negociations,. I must look to their 
•negociation with France ; a perfect paral¬ 
lel to their negociation -with tlieir king, 
' where the point on ftfhich the whole turned 
was left for months so clearly defined, that 
it rested at last upon the recollection of a 
verbal communication, which was under¬ 
stood by*one party in one sense, and by the 
other in a‘sense directly contrary. J see 
nothing upon this review, which should in- 
Cuce your lordships to express, us you 
Would do bv ugreei^ to this motion, an 
•/impliedAffaiui.'i-artehrOT’lMsa^^'Vjbation ol 
tbpt'exeriii^ of his nsajel'^v^s ui^oubted 
prefogaSive7\^k.lry0tri^cj^« upon .f^nier 
occasions*stood forward to support, f^om 
my oWli personal feelings, 1 may reVret 
much what has passed. ^ 1 did not \bi8h 
the fall of the late administration. It^as 


cessary difficulties and burthens, to raise a 
clamour against them,which would aggravate 
those burthens and increase those difficulties. 
They would object to what they thought ob¬ 
jectionable, and guard those principles which 
they could not desert /vithuut inconsistency, 
and which tO them were sacred. Whether the 
experience of the last twenty years can give 
tiie present aSministration much hope of a 
similar opposition, it is fur your lordships 
to consider. My temper is not sufficiently 
sanguine not to leave me, upon this ground, 
some regret for the past, and some appre¬ 
hension for the future. With these feelings 
and these opinions, I cannot but have some 
regret at the addition maMe by this struggle 
to the dangerous pressure of the times. If 
the struggle were not necessary, it ought 
not to have been made. Having been made 
because it was necessary, it ought not to 
be abandoned. It is no child's play. The 
change is not the result of court intrigue, or 
parly ambition. The present ministers 
have been called upon to support the king 
in the defence of his conscience. 1 approve 
their cause; 1 do not distrust their ability 
or their zeal. They will stand firm to him 
and to each other. With the sanction of 
your lordships, with *he voice of the coun¬ 
try‘In their favour, what have they to fear f 
flut, be the event whrt it may, with tlieir 
king they must stand or fall. 

The Earl of Hcllirk declared, that the 
propositions contained in the resolution 
moved by the noble marquis had, in the ab¬ 
stract, his uiiqualifiud assent. He hud no 
doubt of the principle, that a privy counsel¬ 
lor, who should restrain himself by a pledge, 
from advising his majesty to the best of his 
judgement, would ^ guilty of a high breach 
of duty. He ^as also satisfied, that the 
late administration possessed and deserved 
the confidenca of the country. He did not 


Coeiaii or the late aammistration. it ^as I the conhdenca of the country, lie did not 
was, or had been supposed toh»-Tinean to imply an unreseWed approbation 
-I..J---11 o^U their proceedmgs ; but be did not ex¬ 


clude sunicVl}t ability; it contained if>K 
■ome persons in whom I had been acJis- 
tomed in other times to repose confidence ; 
but 1 wikbi^ it either to be strengthened by 
the Infjjs'ton of uome belter blouw or 
^ to be* checked bf an opposition /tuffi- 
[* ciently pifwerful to^. guard agaiusv ba- 
' <«due exertions of the strength ofe^ove 
^wentf Oil one gjround indeed *1 may 
' jtemitted to regret their fall; on a cons^ 
dardipn <^f 4ie^i}.rincip]eaL of the persons 
who opposed them. 1 knew them to be iii- 
cd)table of harassing or fettering apy ad- 
nninistrfttion in the real discfaargfi of its du¬ 
ties; inc^cbleof taking advantage of ne- 


pect to see an admimstration of more tlian 
human perfection. The fair criteriun^y ^ 
which to judge the late adnnoistration was, 
fo compare their conduct with' that of 
others; and in this viei^ he was r^ldy Ho 
maintain, that consiijc-rid^ the short dura- 
|^ion of their power, they iiad accomplished, 
r put intota fair train of accomplishment, 
re important measures of public goo<l, 
anchtiftht with .less of reprehensible con¬ 
duct, tn^ perhaps anj^ admi nistra fion 
within our He war alto’^oT 'Opi¬ 

nion, Uiat in th^oresent state of Europe, ^ 
loss of a firm stable admiuistf ation * 
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was an event deeply to be deplored.—The 
question before the house, however, was 
not whether these principles were true, 
but whether it was proper, under all the 
circumstances of the case, for the liouse to 
record an opinion on the subject. The plain 
object and intention of the motion, was to 
convey a censure on the dismissal of his 
majesty's late ministers, as-io^nded on an 
unconstitutional act; a censure in which 
he could not concur. I'he adoption of 
this motion, or of any bther of a similar 
tendency, he considered as an unwarranta¬ 
ble interference in the exercise of the pre¬ 
rogative.—^The ri^ht of parliament, he said, 
to advise the crown upon the choice of mi¬ 
nisters, cannot go so far as to entitle tlie 
house to question the«iotives of his ma¬ 
jesty, for dismissing ministers who had 
lost his confidence. The king cannot be 
required to take advice from men, in whom 
he cannot confide ; and, were there no 
other reason, a diminution of confidenctf is 
a sufheient ground for a change in his ma¬ 
jesty's councils.* If upon such a change, 
improper persons are substituted, it be¬ 
comes the duty as it is the right, of parlia¬ 
ment to state their opinion ol the unfitness 
of the persons appointed : but it is on^hese 
grounds of expediency only, that they can 
recomipcnd one ^t of jnen or reprobate 
another. It can never be maintained, that 
the king is accountable to parliament fur 
Ins conduct in changing his advisors. Such 
a doctrine would sap the foundations of 
the constitution. If the motives fur a 
change in his majesty's councils be a fit 
subject for parliamentary investigation, us 
^well might the two houses proceed to the 
election of a ministry by a ballot.—Ex¬ 
cept upon the principle here contended 
tor, it would be impossible to prevent dis¬ 
cussions, whiclj are admitl^ on all haii^s 
to be ulterly*^nfit for parliament discus¬ 
sions upon the personal conduct iX< 
king, and on points at issue between him 
iHkd hU ministers. To illustrate this, let it 
be supposed, that the opposite principle 
wer^ established, that tlie motives foi* a 
"change of ministers are a fit subject of par¬ 
liamentary enqmry%Bnd than let an ex¬ 
treme case be pW: let it be supposed, tljai 
a minister shounJ in counciP offer a grs>$s 
personal insult to his 
would be an unpardonable otfenci^rom one 
ibdividual to another; would there be a 
doubt lhatauch a minis^, be his talents 
and his virtues what Ijney may, niight^be 
properly dismissed ? Now let the supposi'; 


tion be vailed; instend of a gross insult^ 
let us suppose an oSeuceless unpardonable. 
The opposition admits of ever^^ssible 
gradation between the gressest i^lt, and 
the must venial inattention. Bnween' thp 
two extremes, cas^ iSiay ii 7 ^Wi)^ly be 
imagined, in which it wou}d be a 
Cite utmost nicety tn* determine ^Jnether 
the offence were or were not ^'^sufHcienjt 
ground for* dismifting a niii'J^er. If such 
questions aslhat are to be determin'ed by 
parliament, where is an eqd of the impro* 
prieiies into which it would lead; and how 
are such questions to be avoided, if the mo¬ 
tives of his majesty for dismissing hu» mi¬ 
nisters are to be held a fit subject of en* 
quiry? When a change of administratioii 
takes place, on the ground of any great 
public measure, the propriety of the chango 
becomes a fit subject of enquiry, gs invoU 
Lyed in tiie discussio*n of the measure which 
' led to it. Tiie present is not a case of that 
kind, but one of those in which there is no 
criterion to be referred to, except tift feel¬ 
ings in his majesty's*bi^ast, excited by the 
personal behaviour of his ministers towards 
Imn.—The mcasure^from which all this 
discussion originated, having been aban¬ 
doned by ministers, is not the essentia) 
ground of difl’erenr.e, and therefore it is 
not at all to the purpose to enter intone 
merits of ^hat measure. Tbe*whole qi 
tiun relates to the manner iii which ^he 
measure w'as brought forward. As to 
idea of the late ministers having had an 
tentioii tp circqmfc^t Uie king,! cannot: 
the leeet g!!^uj^difor s^ch an accusa tyjT: 
buLitis easj; to| ^q^ i:fero*of 

y blam^bTe"carelessness,'^md of'the. 
lit of a becoming attention 0) his ma-* 
j^sty. The ve^ existence of roisapprehen- 
uu on so important a point, would entitle 
s to presume carelessness; and^^tale- 
lentsxnade to both hou«es04*^^liament, 
members of the lat^t^aiinistrationr 
lly prove the fact. 1 raniiot agree with 
slnne noble lords, who consider 4iis majes- 
tVs deierminatiou on t^ CatluSlIc question 
a^^iiiHiiutable: yet when his opinion had 
beiLi so often and so strongly expressed, 
)}ad certai/lly a right to expect that 
chan^^ in hn opinion should not be lightly 
resumed, without a ^ry full and dut>nq^ 
explanation. ^ \t appintrs, however, that 
ministers did imagine a ciitnge in bis ma¬ 
jesty’s opinion, upon the must vague ivffer- 
ences; and proceeded to act upon that 
suppgsicion ipitli a levity • that ivould« 
scarcely &ave been becoming on a subject 
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of the most trifling consequence. This 
conclt£tfnay fairly be considered as an act 
of peratnal inattention to the king/requi* 
ring an YpoJogy; und^ when an apology 
might eupccted, liis majesty re- 

hout ally disposition to ex- 
^ Hje construed into a de- 
fiance.X^hen the Idle ministers subjoinVd 
to the of council, in which they 

agreed to witlulraw the Catholic Army bill, 
the reservations wHich have been the occa* 
sion of so *iuhch comment, it may be 
granted to them, that tney had no disre> 
spectful intention : yet, if they did not 
take sufficient care to explain themselves, 
they have no right to comjdain that their 
ex|5ressioDs were misunderstood. T^e 
king had said nothing which appeared to 
call fo|^ these'' reservations. The act, to 
which they were annexed, did not imply 
the admission of any principle, to (he con¬ 
trary. The noble and learned lord, lately 
on woolsack, has himsell stated, that 
the deference of n^inislers to the ki/ig in 
the present circumstances did not imply 
that they must shew the same dcterence m 
others of more e.xt!Ane urgency. If cir¬ 
cumstances should hereafter have arisen, 

such as to render the Catholic c()ijcesbK»ns 
« 

a measure of indispensable necessity, uiih- 
oA whiclf ^bc affairs of ihi: nauoii could 
•lio^ be canried on, it would have be¬ 
came the duty of ministois to state it to 
liif majesty as a nieasun; withe.ul v^hicb 
,t7ey coVild no longer remain in ofhec; and 
i**,^•altogether ridiculous In timi 

tm' V e been ^i\cru.tK*d from ibis 


cnuductj'l^iiuke ^B?y'bilA off a'lornierVjc- 
;co8ion re^nquibhed a biniiUr ideasun', i* a 
time v\hen it was to be coiiMdercd us^ec- 
pedient and useful, but dot of vital iiij- 
po'rluicp qud absolute neccssUy. The ii 
bertioJ^t'S^^forc of these unnecessary r 
nervations nii'^^ fairly be considered as 
threat to renew the subject under circui 
stances of no greater necessity tlian ll 
present. ^Iis iiitqrprctaCiuii is conliiinjld 
by the expression, fliat the advice allu 


not resolve upon, but conveyed to them an 
expression of his willingness to overlook 
the conduct, of which be had a right to 
complain, provided he could be assured 
that he should not n\pet the like in future. 
Sdeh appear to be the obvious spirit and 
intention of that note from the king, which 
IS described o^the demand of a pledge from 
his^ministcr^. Though in form, that note 
dues demand a pledge, such as ministers 
could not i'unstitulionally accede to, yttitia 
to be considered, that ibis was a paper, dic¬ 
tated on the spur of the moment, and in 
which we are not to look for the accuracy 
of a special pleader. *Phe spirit of it is 
essentially iriendly tO ministers, and implies 
a reluctance, on th^part of his mujrsly, to 
part will) them, totally irreconcileable with 
the idea thrown out by a noble and learned 
lord, that it must have been dictated by 
secict advisers, and founded on a previous 
resolution to dissolve the aduiiuistralion.-* 
It appears, tiien, tluit the dismibsal of the 
late ministers may be fairly traced to the 
circunibtaiices of their personal conduct 
towards ins majesty ; and in this view of llie^ 
mutter, no one will consider it us a proper 
subject of ])ai liuiiieutary invesiigation, whe- 
ther^tbese circuiiistunces were or were not 
of sufficient w»*ight to ,induce his majesty 
to that detcnniiiatioii. 'i'he noble lords on 
the op}5«'&itc side, however, abstracting alto- 
gi'thcr frrnn tliose (motions and A^e)lng^, 
Irom winch the royal breast can no more be 
exi'iiipi than iljote ot oiher’nien, overlook¬ 
ing all the circumstances, which provoked 
th<^ ultnnutc demand of a pledge, consider 
the buliject as a dry and insulated coustilu- 
tiouul (^ue.'^tion. It would have been un¬ 
constitutional, they say, for ministers to 
iiave given the pledge required, and there¬ 
fore It v.-as uiKonstilutionul to demand it : 

(j ^nd if tins act was not owinYto a secret ad- 
the new minii^ers who accept offi¬ 
ces, vacated ii> consequence of that uncoib- 
stitudonal demand, must be held as 
ming the responsibility.^The principle, 
ti)^l a now tiiimsiry are rc^sponsiblctfor ihu 


to, was fo be submiMcd from time to iirfc; N«s>*nj&sal of their predecessors, and fblro-*' 
'an expressiofi which ciyjnol easily be WiP-J spcciivcly lor the me^aur4 upon which it 
effto those cases of impending dt*st«rctio!iJL(fccecds, I hold to be souJd constitutional 
to which it IB now epnstrued as a]jplyiiig.— JdJrtrine, bu| the appJicition, which is 
^bVUver might be the meaning affixed by uifc^jj^f that principle to the present case, 

. the council to expressltnis, it is cer- appem^U me to be fallacious.—That the 

tainlynoextruvagantsuppositiou toimaginr king can do. no wrong,' and that he can 

t — -j _-.i .1 - .... never act withoyl advice, are principles of 

consliiutionul lawT^hicb, like many other 
d(>htrjncs of the law M England, are expres* 
Scd. in figurative language, like all those 


tCi^t the king may have considered them as 
a disrespectful defiance,*aud as sut?l», a sul- 
ficient groumffor the inimeiRato •disffiissal 
^ of his 'ministers. This, however, he did 
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principles winch juridical writers express 
under the form of fictions. These maxims, 
stripped of their metaphor, and translated 
into plain language, appear to me to mean: 
1st, that the king has no power, by the 
Constitution, to do any public act of govern¬ 
ment, but through fhe medUmi of some 
minister, who is "held responsible lor the 
act: and, 2dly, That the p^sonal actions 
of the king, not being acts tn government, 
are not under the cognizance of law.—The 
principle that the king c^n never act with¬ 
out advice, applies therefore only to acts 
of government. This interpretation is 
quite suflicient for the purpose, which that 
maxim is iniendad to effect, viz. to secuie 
the people from the abuses of bad govern¬ 
ment, llirough the restraint which the fear 
of responsibility iiuiy pfit on ministers. If 
this responsibility attaches on every act of 
government, on every act of the king in his 
executive or legislative capacity, the people 
have all the security, which that maxim 
can impart; and it wc»uld be ab.surd to Ex¬ 
tend It to the personal actions ol the king 
ai all individual, to the occurrences of his 
domestic life, or to the circumstances 
which may arise in the course of confiden¬ 
tial cominunication between him and his 
ministers, previously to their determkiiug 
on any measure, which is afterwards tp 
nicike its appearance to tht public as auact 
of government.—Upon u change of miiiis- 
liy, the new nJinisiers arc undoubtedly re¬ 
sponsible for the dismissal of their prede¬ 
cessors as a public act ot government; 
and wherc-the dismissal is connected with 
any other public measure, on that like¬ 
wise, letrospectivcly, they become respon¬ 
sible for the iiegHlive of ihcir piedecepsor’s 
intentions, but not foi* any private consul- 
tdtioDS, between the king and his former 
ministers, whic^ did not tyminaic in any 
public mcasuns In the present case, tha 
demand of a pledge from the Ute ttdnisj 
lers, cannot be considered in any cfCtler 
li^t than as an occurrence of private con- 
Buliation in the cabinet; an occurrence 
which qpnnot be a proper subject of parlia- 
■mciitftry enquiry, since it is only in conse¬ 
quence of the kJiigpS permission that the 
knowledge of lhafacAiould ever have coiqi^j 
to parliament. That permission wjA| 
^rapted for the sole purpose of enablij|gj 
some of bis late ministers to cl^u^ -iieir^ 
characters of aspersions thrown upon them, 
and it is surely a most improper trespass 
lijmn the generosity whhitt*led to that per¬ 
mission, that a proccedmg, such as the pae- 


sent, should be founded upon it; a pro- 
cee/Ung which, however it may be in¬ 
tended by the noble persons who bjjing it 


forwaud, cannot be debated witlio^l-^ con¬ 
tinual infringement of that impo^iaot con¬ 
stitutional maxim,* ttmt the pefsonal ac¬ 
tions of the king ly^ot to.^ the 

subject of discussion.—Upon ihe^^j#»lc 
then it appears that the argument ir^vour 
of the present motion rests eutj-^fy upon 
the gross fallacy, iJf considerr.*.^the demand 
of a pledge from minjsters as an insulated 
fact, and their refusal as the,only assignable 
motive for dismissing them. It appears 
on the contrary, that, independently alto¬ 
gether of any such refusal, the dismissal 
would have been justifiable; tliat, before 
the demand was made, circumstances bad 
oCcurred which might naturally and fairly 
have led to Stiat disaiissal. ,If upon recei¬ 
ving that minute of council, by which his 
esmibters agreed to* give up the Catholic 
bill, the king, instead of requiring that the 
rescTvalioiih should be withdrawn, bad im¬ 
mediately and without further explaifttion, 
sent for the seals oP office, could any one 
venture to say that the act would have 
been uuconbtitutional^ and shall we be told 
that the act winch the king might constitu¬ 
tionally have done before the demand of a 
pledge, became unconslitulional after that 
denwind was refused ? tUat the |nere 
cuiiibtanceijf the king's having inadvyt- 
eiitly made a demand, which Ills minisirrB 
COM id not with propriety accede to, can T>e 
siiiricieiu to annul and bur the exei^ise laf 
one of the most essential prerogatives f] 
the crown? The noble lord proceede^J 
state, that the avowPd object 0‘i 
wa/ to lead, to the re^iuslilM'llfTlt e<*TOe 
ministers. However much 4ie might* 
r^rlt that a (jiange should have taken 
ace, it could by no means follow that he 
ould cuiicar in maebinations 
ick upoy the king any set oljtf0«wbo bad 
St his majesty’s confidfw#^- He argued 
tmt no praclical good could ever arise Irom 
suph a proceeding, even if l^^hould suc¬ 
ceed ; that a ministry forced the king 
without his cordi^ approbatiou never 
^uul bf secure ; that ttie oDly^qonsequence 
j^iiT^^ie.to multiply changes; and 
ievery^^iunge necessarily involves much 
inconvenience to the (Mblic service. 

Agreed, that it jvas of n^uliar importaneq 
in the present circumstdb'iSes of Europe, 
that we should have a strong and stebU 
admioistKation. S^fch^ undoubtedly, 
late adnii uistritllon was; and ox^this gi^ua^ • 
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Mbbg otliers, he Wgrettcd (he change: 
But, though the Fate administration was 
^roc'gk it was by no means to be inferred 
that, iMe-iurtated, it iVouId be (*quany 
ftreug* \ ^ strltigthof an administration 
depends il^great s^asureon the opinion, 
iH fhich^ jtlepjMic dnteiUains of its perma- 
Before th^e unfortunate transac- 
hcMs, me late administration was univdr- 
d^lly 6up|^K's|ed to be* iptimovably stable. 

an opmTon can ne\‘er be renewed. 
Irhdy formerly posSfised the confidence of 
the king and the country, united; now, 
fliey Wduld possess neilLer: for, whatever 
Sense the public may entertain of the great 
and splendid abilities of the late ministers, 
the confidence formerly reposed in these 
tdlents, must be greatly shaken by a vit^ 
df Che extreme indiscretion of their late 
proceedings.^* Lord Selkirk * further ob¬ 
served, that, in the present circumstances, 
he could not approve or concur in a sys- 
tbrtiatic opposition to an administration, 
trhose conduct is as yet unknown, lie 
thoug'ht them entitled to a fair trial, and 
fliat they should not be condemned till 
their measures should prove them unwor. 
fhy of confidence. 4t is true, that many 
individuals of the present administration 
are well known as public characters; but, 
as a government, they are a new rombinu- 
ti^tuof men, and as yet untried. He could 
fio( deny, (hat many members'of the pre- 
aerc cabinet had expressed opinions on va¬ 
rious subjects, which he did not concur 
StUh ; and that, from a view of their former 
^mluct, he could not avoid feeling consi- 
tfJ^yahle anxiety and/toubt, as to wbat 
ful^^Gondact might be: but\ he 
.couitr'not cany this so faras*^to say t\ at 
*fhey Shodld be excluded, as utterly unfityo 
fie' ttU5ti?d. Notwithstanding the opinio^ 
v^iich some of them had delivered, again 
nil inifrrat Vhirh he highly approved, 
frbatdd the wisdom*of tl 

tnaxiiA ^ich th&ir’predecessors had act 
pp6n m coming Into office, that, taking inlo 
COiXsiderati^i tire unavoidable mischief cf 
feptd&d Ganges, 'tfiey ought to acquiefce 
tffany things which they found efta- 
BHshed, no^ithstandipg their haviiwoK 


ever perceive how they could fairly be con* 
sidered as under any such pledge, and he' 
trusted they would take the earliest oppor¬ 
tunity of evincing the contrary, by giving 
to the Catholics, not merely assurances, 
but practical proof,» that, however they 
might resist further concessions, they were, 
determined '.o execute in a liberal manner, 
the laws already enacted in their favour. • 
Suah a concfuct, he was persuaded, would 
not only be more honourable, but of more 
advantage to the tiew ministers, and tend 
more to pronmie the stability of their 
power, than if they should go on to encou. 
rage religious animosity, and to excite ap¬ 
prehension in the public mind for the safety 
of the ecclesiastical establishment. By 
raising a cry of no poperx !, they might 
gain the assistance of a wild and fanatical 
mob, but would excite the disgust and re¬ 
probation of every honest and sensible man 
in the kingdom.—Lord Stlkirk proceeded 
to^statp, that those who, in the present cir¬ 
cumstances, do not approve of the avowed 
principles or former conduct of the newly 
appointed ministers, are by no means 
reduced to the alternative of joining with 
the determined partisans of the late minis¬ 
ters in a systematic op.posiiion ; that there 
is ah intermediate line of conduct more 
honourable, more, ronstitulioiial, better lu 
every respect; that of giving an indepen¬ 
dent but qualified support fo government 
so long only as their measures are recon- 
cileable with the main and essential objects 
of national safety. In times like the pre¬ 
sent, a systematic opposition, maintained 
by so powerful a party, must tend to em¬ 
barrass the operations of government, and, 
to waste, iu the st^ggle for power, that 
strength which <7ught to be directed against 
the common enemy. Such proceedings 
may be fit for* those, whtise interests are 
fbvolved in the re-establishmentof any par- 
r individual at tlie head of administra¬ 
tion : but those who are sensible of the' im¬ 
minent danger of our situatipn, and wbAe 
primary object is that national safety in 
wjilch our all is involved, will not* in-. 
dined to join the violent partisans o'f either 
side of liie house. a'few persons of 
icctted'to them when first enacted. reJ|^knowledged character. Would unite in an 
ikrted padlCularly to the measures adopted! iddependeut^ line of conduct, thc^ must 
session for the improvement of our mi-i^ilBt^he confidence of the people; though' 

heir^ 


Btmy ^8yBtemy,DbC spirit oof which he 
tirtilted would TC still adhered to. It was 
; .eM-isUedged^ that tlie dbw ministers were 
^l^dged' to a system lypposite td that of 
•^I^BidllMtOD b Irdandt He eoulclnothow- 


tbeirniMibers might at first be small, 
every thing they might say would carra 
weight, and eves^ small phalanx of such 
men might be abll^to repress ebuilitlops 
or*a factious spirit, whether it Aould apv 
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pear on tbe one side of the house or on 
the other. 

Lord Boringdon said, he thought the reso¬ 
lution proposed was much too va^uc and in¬ 
definite, and as such he should, before he sat 
down, make a motion for tlic purpose of get¬ 
ting rid of it without coming to any resolu¬ 
tion on the subject. The lanty part of it, lie 
thought, was a kind of surpri^ gn the house, 
and he was of opinion that none of it 
called for by any circumstances wdiich could 
induce the house to come*to anj' resolurinn. 

It was in his mind a proposition which their 
lordships ought to entertain w'itb much cau¬ 
tion, as it related so very nearly and particu¬ 
larly to the personal ctniduct of the king 
A pledge had l^cen required from his majes¬ 
ty’s late ministers, rcs(»cting the bringing 
forward a particular question ; and it had 
been assumed that the picsent ministers had 
entercfl into some oUch pledge. He believed, 
however, fiom the declaration of the noble 
secretary of state below him, that no suph 
pledge had been given by the present ministers. 

Indeed, there tou!d be no occasion for asking 
it, for they had never shewn themselves fa¬ 
vourable to the C atholic question. He was 
also adverse to the j)r<»posed resolution on 
another ground, Hu*d»d not think it would 
be binding on the house. Their lordships 
■would recollect, tli»t in the reign of quec^j 
ElizabetR, lltat house came to a resolution, 
wdiile at war ^yith Spain, llial the country 
should make no peace wirh a prince of the 
house of Uouibon ; yet the quten and her 
ministers made pCiice vciy^ soon afterwards, 
and the resolution of the liouse was so much 
waste jraper,and no more. He wiwready to ab¬ 
solve the late ministers fiom the imputation 
^hich had been charged ujkmi ihi in, ot having 
attempted to I'uice on tfjc Itiiig any measure 
that militated asainst lii.i feelings or his con- 
science; but he could not ab‘^#lvc them from 
negligence and inattention iiuiic mode in whiclf 
they had conducted thynscivei. He advc^L^^olsi 
ted particularly to the uncertainty and ambi-1 Lor 
guj^y contained in the Irish dispatch, and 
thought them blamcable in endeavouring to 
obtain majesty’s opinion through tl^e 

mediiifn of a dralt of a dispatch. He thought 
..... ... . . ^ - 


and to the dictates of his conscience, after the 
representation which had been given in by the 
late ministers; and that, after a r’tAal of 
such pledge, his majesty sinonld b' desirous 
and anxious to look* for other seif ants who 
would not treat hii^ 1R a sir.i^r^anner. 
What did the late ministeis say 
this pledge ? Why, that it was not f*!^to be 
given ; they introduced therefore^ the reser¬ 
vation, as a sort df counterpart, and by so 
doing mafle it in som^ degree incurfibent 
upon his majesty to call to his councils other 
men, with w'hom lie could act 'more in uni- 
It had been more than insinuated that 


this change had been brought about by secret 
advisers. Jt did not, however, appear by the 
statement made by the noble lord ^GrenvilUj 
bet'ore the recess, that even tbe smallest in¬ 
sinuation coidd ever be made that the king 
bad acted in this matter by the advxcs of any 
person whatever. Muchha/i been said as to 
the cficcts ti’.is wonW have on the Ilomari Ca¬ 
tholics of Ireland : he hoj ed, however, that 
when that body of men refiected on thr ma¬ 
ny disabilities which had* been removed by 
the gracious favour and condescension of Jiis 
present majesty, who had, from the com- 
menrement of his reigit, shewn himself desi¬ 
rous to act as far as possible for their relief, 
they would remember his gracious regard to 
their situation, and would not bo angry wdien 
they saw their complaints Verc got set as!ae 
from any ra1)al, but that they would accAr- 
dingly conform themselves in such a rn;\- 
ner, as to evince they had a true sense of 
tlicir own case, and were convinced that 
intention remains in bis majesty but to rrvvj 
tain the oath he had ^ken at his coa 
F'ecVng that the motion include ^<>fDe.r sotj 
inculpation dt the king for tfie'^ccrcise 
mJlc^bted pi'crogative, he could by no means 
as*ent to it, and ■^ould therefore Conclude by 
rroving, that the house do now adj.-'u^.— 
J he question* having being rcad^t^Tn the 

ord Kvmnird ^iud,«^1??^as both sur- 
pi^sed and sorry to hear thwentiments ex- 
prl^ssed in the noble lord’s speelS^^ut more 
particularly thc.latter pagf of it, ij™hlch he 
said that the Catholics ^ould not to angry 


i 



directly with his majestg 
portant and delicate subject, the late misup- 
derstanding could not have hapjiencd. ‘As 
to* the pledge* about which so much had 
been SMd, he would ask, whether, under all 
tbe circumstances which had been stated, it 
WM very exti^rdinary the king should «• 
qhhe such a security to his peace of mind* 
VoL. IX* . 


.■if his majesty. Tliis, FIc thought, w'as no^^ 
the happiest w^y of wonciling that large 
body of men to the opposinoR made to theie 
claims,or of conciliating their affections, wWcj} 
had bam nveakened^by repeated disappoint-^ 
ments* The noble lord had tc^ ihdr lord* « 
[ships, that*he objected to the rcsolutiop, be- 
a C 


\ • 



n 
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because it would not be binding f and he had 
quoted an instance of a resolution passed by 
the ho4se about two centuries ago, that they 
would not make peace with a prince of the 
house of itpurbon, though the queen and her 
ministers Jii^very aiton after make peace 
ivjjb^^^ince of that hbuse. lie did not 
seeb^ this applied ut all to the present 
case, or why, if a resolution of former times 
had been d^Kted from, i«id thereby render¬ 
ed of no avim, the house should not, ut a 
aubtequent period df time, piiss any resolu¬ 
tion which a present case might require. 
The noble lord then addressed himself to the 
earl of Selkirk, and expressed himself truly 
and sincerely sorry to perceive that noble 
earl had become so easy a con\cn to the 
support of his majesty’s present miiiister|; 
and that he had caeitcd those talents, for 
which he had so great a rcs|)ect, in calling 
for the confidence of the Jiousc, on the ground 
that those new ministers were untried. iMuch*| 
as he respected the noble earl, and highly as 
he valued his talents, he could not, iiowever, 
agree with him in that particular, ol their be¬ 
ing untried. If hellooked to the noble duKc 
at the head of the present administiaiion, no 
one could say he was«intricd. He bud been 
in repeated administrations, none of wbicii 
had effected any very great udviintagcs to 
the country during their continuaiscc. If 
htf/Iooked.to the i*oblc srrterary of slate for 
the home d^xirtment (loid ITuv,ktsbuiy), he 
tqi well knew the efVect liis former d plomn- 
tic conduct had had on all our allies, to draw 
ly vary favourable coucIumoiis iiom it; 
that if it did nol assuni'' a more 
^spect, it could not lail to meiit all the 
imour whicll hi.i right bon..col- 
life's 'ifit»''’|^''iK.ent •foreign sctyctar} 
Cannings) had then so profusely I 
on it. If he looked to tbe^nublc lor 
bead of the war and coloniul department, 
(loill^asllcreagh,) he had gi\en such striking 
specim<5fr^^fthe versatiiity of g^niu^ 
that he roiglirahT^bj,. be set down as a foster¬ 
ing, careful, am^ltentive guardian, to whom 
we risk, commit the carejof 

the vlrtuqipid talents of the jircscnt adminis¬ 
tration./'A noble Ifjid, who hud spoken last 
but two, Sjwaking ^ the talents of the l^e 
zniabters, had asked,<ia a kind oftriuim 
Chant tone, what “ All llie talents^^as iKc 
iate administration ,wcro called) bad done 
Tor the service of the country. lie, for hil 
own part, thoMght the tjucstion might be 
rci^ily answered, and that highly to the 
cr^it and honour the latq adminis¬ 
tration. In point of economy, he bad ever 
found ihcm^eadyto listen to*alI i^rso/is who 


were desirous and capable of poinimg out any 
retrenchments. In regard to disi^atch ot 
business, he had seen none equal to them, 
for they had brought the* public business to u- 
de'^ree of forwardness tliat was uuotamplcd. 
That noble lord had talked of expeditions 
planned by Mic late ministers. He was, 
however, the last person in the world who 
should talk ofVxpt*tbtions to the continent, 
whan he recollected and maturely considered 
the mad expedition to which he had been 
himself a paity ; belt on the subject of expe¬ 
ditions, he would tell the noble lord, that 
ii* one of the greatest powers on the continent, 
if Turkey were at this moment at the feet of 
this country, such a gbrious event wa» 
owing to the wise, politic, and spirited 
siirefi of the late adipinlstration. He- could 
sav the same as to Monte Video; and he 




. col 
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greatly feared the in xt thirteen months would 
aol be marked \ry any such splendid nnd nn- 
portJiit acquiremeiiis, from the combined 
talents and wistloii) ol the new arfd untned 
mflnstry. He was extiemely s rry to end 
that attempts had betn miidc louse the 
efforts of bigotry and sup*, rstition, and to 
re-klndle the fiames of religious anlinosities^ 
If there were those now in bring "who would 
carry those baneful and cle.-tructive passions 
iiito*the very bosom .nnl stats ol learning,and 
would wish to revive th<j brilliant exploits of 
the d.irk and b.nlKirous ages, let tU? effects 
to b- produted by tlicm rest on their own 
heads. This, hr b^ li. vrd, w*Us the first time 
that secret advisers of the king had brought 
Oil the downlidi ot an administration which 
eijovcd the confidriicc of the country, since 
the time oftliat great stateasn in lord Chatham, 
who biul declared, that there was a power 
behind the throne, gieiiter tlian the throno 
it'r-lf, Yit bcfu'c Irts administration was in 
a similar manner overturned, that great and 
immortal cliaruter hud laid the foundation ot 
iJrauing into the service of the country a large 
body of the subjects ol the state, against 
as many and 5s violent pt cjudict-s ex¬ 
isted as did now against the C.atliolies of Ire¬ 
land, During a long time ajitcccdent to^is 
glorious admiuislrhtion, the war-whoop and 
rty of ihe country had been loudly con- , 
sbintly rai&cd against the jaCobilcs in the 
portli of Scotland. ffWhen that illustrious 
Salesman came into office, he found the army 
in a state of tiecay—and how did he raise it ? 
NSt by fomenting the prcjudiM which were 
then so prevalent, but by calling those verjr 
Jacobites into the service. He from iHeir 
ranks recruited the ranks of the army • 
a braver or more loyal set of men never fought 
w*th more energy and constancy the batUes 
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of their country. Such, he harl no doubt, | record on their journals, oranyd^ument 
would be the cas?<of the Catl.olicsof Ireland, on their table ; in fine, without sucImb basis 
if confidence were placed in them, and op- as the house would rc<iuii;p to sustaiuapro- 
portunilies given them to shew their gratitude I feeding even on aji occiasion th* most un* 
and attachment. Fo» their endeavours to ef- important. As, ho\«er, certain particu- 
fect this great national purpose,lie considered I lars hud been siaten, it was indispans^ly 
the late ministers as entitled to the highest I lu’cessary that they should be fully detailed 
praise, and as such the prcs/it motion had I and correctly understood, in order that the 
his hearty support. • ^1 transaction to wlwch they ppjilied, nsigbt 

Lord AVJ//KW//4 said, that the motion of jin: placed in its true and proper light.- Un- 
tlie noble baron liad r^ieved him from alder this impression, he relied on the pa- 
coiiciderable degree of diRTiculty. lie could 1 litnce and indulgence of \hfcir lordships, 
not have ciniciirred in giving a negative to I whilst belaid before them such information 
R resolution vihich exprebsed regret at the las appeared to him to be material for this 
lute fliange in fits majesty's government, purpose ; which however he should not pre- 
und wliicti also stated the impropriety ofUume to do, without the sanction of that 
acceding to any pted^, that might fetter I authority, under which the noble baron 
the cojiduct of minisit-rs in the discharge of I (lord Grenville) had himself addressed them 
their public duty. To the previous qties-I on a former day. [Lord Sidmouth was here 
Uon ho sliould have olijected, because he 1 interrupted by the earl of Radnor ; who ob- 
was of opinion, that such a proposition as Tjecled to his lordship’s proceeding in the 
tliat brought forward by the noble marquis| detail upon which he appeared to be enter- 
(Siad'ord) ought not to be entertained un-1 ing,as being irregular in point of order, and 
der any circumstances ; and it therefore ap-j not to U*jusiiued even by the permission 
peared to him, that the proper mode of dis-1 to which lord S. had alluded. His lordship 
posing of It, was by a vole of adjournment. I said he should have^given the same inter- 
-*The rcMilolum proposed bv the noble I ruptiun on a former occasion, if he bad been 
marquis must be coiisidmcd as arising out | present when similar topics were first intro- 
of tlie discussion which immediately piece-1 diiced by a noble baron, lately at the head 
ded tli^ Kaster retess, ajid the renewal *of of the government.] l^rd Sidmouili^^e- 
it only served to inereHr.e the regret which plied, lliut^ whatever might have been the 
he had felt al^ho time, :itid ever since, that olijectiou to the agitation of rtiis quesfion 
such a discussion should have taken place, in the first instance, which he felt, and Aad 
Every allowance was houtver to l>c made | before expressed; be could not bqt throw' 
for the suuaiion and fei lmgs of the noble | himself on the justice and iiupartiaiity-^ | 
baron ((jieiiviUe). by ulunn the cvplana-j the house, to be allowed the same ' 

tion had been Uieii given. 'I'he circum-1 gence, which otherB>liad expcrien^dtavnftt^ 
^stances, whu:h oceasiomNl it, were nrir hr rnrlrT r nrrrl 1 r ~t ilr nifil nTtel 
and extraordinary: a«mijt]luted extract ol af came within his own particidar know-' 
a cabinet minute hud :t)ip*ured in a public I U'd^c, and which, he thought, were abso* 
paper, even previous to the change of go* | Intely necessary to the right understauding 
verumenl; and no etibrts IfiLil been sparq^llof the truiif^ction; professing at tb^ame' 
to place the coadiict of tlie noble baion inf lime, that he^wns not appretu^R^^e that he 
the most imtavouraWi' light.—Thesejitflff^hould ifavc nrcusiotiU^ivdwse anything 
cytm&tunceb were sutilcu’iii to account for, I which wo^tk.**^*- bt^^fi^mned by the al- 
c^en it they ^id not fully JustiiV, the steps [ lowaiicc he had rcceivedrcNifii^iitly with 
which he Imd taken in his own vindication. I the obligation under which ^^ad. acted, 
jBut,^fiatever might be the cause in this I as a confidential adviser of the ^wh. He 
particular instance, it must be admitted to | then proceeded to state, tbat^he noble ba« 
be highly desirably and important, th^t{^unhadas&ertedocraforn;ierday,tbdt,qp- 
fiuch a proceeding should nut be drawuiiito un hii^ entrance into office at the com* 
precedent. Some ot the con^quences of it mencement of the last year, no declaration, 
already began to be seriously felt. Their or pledge hud been required of linn on th'e^ 
lordships were cow called upon to vote a subject of thet!!atholic qb<.«Liou ; of this he ' 
resolution, founded on alledged fuels, to be could entertain no doubt; ami he fu^jlher 
collected from a speech, delivered on a for- owed it tp that nol^e lord, and to those of his 
mer occasion, of wliich, consistently >^tb colleagues whoconcurredwUhhim(lordG.), 
the privileges of that bouse, there could in opviiufl on that subject, to declare, that he 

no existing ineiooiial ;^but without.^y believed it U> have been their earnest wish * 
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and fixed intention to avoid any discussion 
of it, unipf any topics connected witli it, Hh 
far as it could be|doae consistently with 
■what appeared to them I 9 be due 10 tlieir 
own cbaraJter and \m their conscieiuious 
‘ sen 5 ^of 43 ublic duty. Al to himself, he had 
at the period when the late admiiiistTaticin 
was formed, and at his first interview with 
the noble bat^i^ and with s^ri^iithon. geut. 
now no more, (Mr. Fox,) strongly express 
sed his hope tbut die subject would not 
again be agitated^in parliapient, and he had 
stated dibiiuctly, that, if it should be brought 
forward, us Ins sentiments upon it did not 
depend on feelings, and opinions, enter¬ 
tained in any other quarter, or on clrcum* 
stances which were temporary, noconside# 
ration snouid previ'i^t or rontroyl his di ter- 
iinned, 0 ]^osiliu^i to ii.—During a jjeriod 
of more than 1*2 months notlmiLi occurred, 
which induaied a probability that ttie Ca¬ 
tholics in Ireland were disposed topre^sthe 
agitation of the question in pHiiiain^nt: but 
soon after the romtnencc nivnt ol ihe pie- 
sentyear, it necame too prob.iljlf, that tin ir 
quiet forbearance was tenijji»rary, and tliat 


which M’as afforded to all other classes of 
his majesty *4 subjects: a^l thirdly, that 
the capacity of Indding military commis¬ 
sions, which was conferred by the Iriaii act, 
should be extended to ^is majesty's Catho¬ 
lic subjects iii*thiB part of the united kiiig- 
doiii. Such a measure was stated to derive 
impurlauce au 4 i urgency from the circum- 
stanaesof the lanes, whiciicallod forthe uni¬ 
ted Zealand strengthofihewhole (xipulatioii 
ofihe empire, to enisle it tocope with the im¬ 
mense military power, and insatiable ambi¬ 
tion of tlie enemy .— Much stress was also laid 
upon intunauons given in the year 1753>by 
lord Clare in the Irish hous?* of lords, and by 
Mr. Hobart, now lord liuckinghumshire, 
then chief secretary,to the lord Uentenam, 
in the house of cummons, of uu intention 
on the part of the Fngl'sh povernnitint, to 
propose the parliament of ibis country 
a measure, stiuiiar to that which was lulopt- 
ed pi Ireland; l>nl though Mr. Pitt’s admi¬ 
nistration continued 8 years from that 
lime, no such measure wiis brought for« 
'W'ard, andthiHigi be had since been 5 years 
in office with his noble friend the earl of 


it was only by tresh concessions that iheir 1 liuekinghamsliirv, he had never heard of 
dissatisfaction could be reslirtintd iVoiii j tins s^uj>pohed pledge liJl the j>reiPnt occa-« 
venting itscll in the form of pf’iiiions to the 
legislature.—At a me'^ting of his m. jests’s 
cabifiet at eaij Spriii ei’a, on lln* ^ili ut fVl*. 
varift us ex^>c;<lienis wiiicb had bet’ii sUfcge^• 


bu}>pohed f 

fion. it had ho^Miver been e\}dHincd by 
his noble friend on a Icripor nignji, in a 
manucT w'liiri) had materially weakened, if 
jujt de**lro>e<l the argumen/,, v. hich \Yas 
ted^or allaying ibis sort of in Mation, were j founded iipcn il.—•NVhen tins di»paich was 


discussed, without being fiuajly approved; 
nspateb, iiowevcr, to tlie li^rd bcutenati! 
ft^'oduced by llie uooh- 1 n J at the liead 
oB^eJi^vvriiment; wli/jh, Irorn a nn^con* 
cf|V^U it appears t(i 

have beei\ intended to c'nibiacf, gave rise 
to those embarrassnuuts llmt ensued, Sind 
svliicii ended in a change of^nnni.slcid. J'hat 
dispa 4 gh, apd die rrusoi.in:: bv Inch it wa> 
recomrneffi^L appeared to hint, and toother 


first under discussion, hc‘ bad staled expli- 
cjlcly lliat he would n^t agree to any new 
concession, and (itat if it was a question 
whetiier the king should no,f, fur the first 
lime, be CMiipuwereil by law to grant inili-,, 
iary commissions 14 . Ins Roman Catholic 
stih'ircts, he should entertain strong doubts 
of the expediency and policy of such a 
Tneusure; but* it appeared to him that 
I r there was no aUernHli\e but to repeal the 


BJcmbers of tiwli^ii^nirt, to refer cxclusive^*frtifc act, or to go ^le length proposed; 
ly to throe obje<^ the attention and it was u| on this ground, mid to lha 

of mmi&tqrbtv<^'allcd, as was then stated, j extent of this act only, tha.t lus cr-nctfr- 


by coiij^idejdl^jns of policy, good faith, and 
cqnsistervey. liis majesty haVing been em¬ 
powered, by Xiic Iri^i act of I/93f to grant 
ipilita^^commissions tv> his lloinaii Catho*^ 
li? suttee ts, in Ireland; it was deemed ne 
ussary from the cqnsiderations above sta- 
< i!ed, first, that perso^is holding commissions^ 
undqr the authority of ihkl act» should 
not ^become liable to penalties, if called 
tipon to serve in Greai^ Britain: secondly, 
that there should be secured to Roman 
Catholic olhc^TB, and soldiers, tb^satF^ to-^ 
lerutio'D \n the exercise of their religioibj 


ranco had been given.—The disf*Htch was 
seeit to the king at Windsor on the evening 
of the 9 th, and returned on the following 
day with a note expx^sing his majesty’s 
c/l>>uppiobatioii of the measure which had 
been recommended ; and ** the hope be 
had entertained thut the subject would 
** not again have been agitated,’* lu the 
evening of the 10 th, another cabinet meet¬ 
ing was held; at which a miiiate was pre¬ 
payed, describing in terms Uie most re¬ 
spectful, the precise ground on which hie 
nn^esty’s servants deemed it iqcnmbent 
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upon them to s^icit his majesty*8 permis¬ 
sion to propose^^parUament a clause, to 
the effect before stated, to be inserted in 
the mu liny bill, then pending in the house ol 
commons; ■without ^verting, however, to 
tlie expediency of re|)ealing tiTe exceptions 
in the Irish ac t, or of extendiiig the measure 
to the naval service. To this w^nute of cabi¬ 
net,which was communicated to hismajecty, 
not by himself (lord S.), as liad been erro> 
neously supposed, but By the secretary of 
state, po answer was returned the mxt 
day ; but a council being then held at the 
(Queen’s palace, he had previously to it, at 
an audience on the business of his office 
been questioned by his majesty on this sub¬ 
ject ; when he informeil his majesty , that 
he had been induced to concur in the pro¬ 
posed niOHsure, as a necessary consequence 
of the Iiish act of 1793* Irom the consideia- 
tion of which, combined with the act ol 
Union, it appeared to him that there wii&*no 
alternative but the repeal of the Irish act, 
or the Hcioplion /if this measure. His ma¬ 
jesty declared, that he could not runsent to 
any new com essioii, but that, in donse- 
quenceofihe Irish act, and on that accourt 
alone, he would take*the proposition ^ his 
cabinet into further consuleiutioii, and re¬ 
turn an ^nswer on the tuUowing day.—Tlie 
answer siaM'iJ, that, “ however painful his 
niajchiy l.ad^ound it, to reconcile to his 
*• fcciing*, iliu removal of ohji ciions whlcii 
“ may ihe most (iistant ie(c*ieiice to a 
“ (lue^tioii, which had already been the sub- 
** Ject ol such trequent and distre&siug re- 
** Ilectjoii, he would not, under the circuni- 
“ stances, in which it was so earnestly 
“ pre-=ted, and adverting^ particularly to 
“ what took place in 1793, prevent his rui- 
“ nisters from submitting, for the conside- 
** ration of his parliament, tRe propriety 
“ inserting the proposed clauses in the mu. 
*' tiny bill. Whilst, however, the 
“ far rcluclanlly conceded, he thought it 
iKcessary lojdeclare that^^ could not go 
•** one step iurther."—lienee it appeared 
evideiit,*that liis majesty conceived the pro¬ 
position to be grounded entirely on the act 
^f 1793 ; and to baf* no other object thay 
that ol extending its operation to Great 
Britain. This, as he bad befoi^ stated, was 
the light in which it had been regarded, not 
^ only by himself, but by other members of 
■ th^ cabinet. By the lord chancellor it bad 
been described to his majesty on the 11th of 
February, as nothing more than a corollqfv 
^om that act; and in this view of it, lord, 
Jiowick, Oft a subsequeot day (feb, jb). 


gave notice to the house of commons, of big 
intention to propose some adBitional 
claqses in the mutiny bilk in that light it 
was so far undersiood by Mr. Elliott, the 
secretary to the lieutenant, that he 
made his communication to the Catholics 
accordingly, and referred to the govern¬ 
ment at home a question which had been 
put to him at a meeting at Dublin, whether it 
was intended to repeal the liniitatfons of 
** the act of 1793, and render Catholics ca« 
pable of holdirtg the situations of com* 

** iiiander-in-chief, master.general of the 
“ordnance, and of generals on the sta^Tf** 
—It must also be observed, that the dis* 
patch, according to the terms in which it 
vSbs conceived, was, strictly speaking, applU 
cable to no* other than this limited con¬ 
struction. It proposed to give ta the Ca¬ 
tholics a competency to “ hold any military 
“ commission whatever:’’ but'military 
offices, excepted ^y the act of 1793, ai« 
not understood as being held under mi« 
litary commissions :* aad it is remarkable, 
that, in the clauses which it was intended to 
insert ill the inutinyji>ill, the words, or 
appointments” were added to the word 
“ commissions,” as being apparently neces¬ 
sary to repeal the limitations of the Irish 
act : and so strongly wa^the supposed ,iai- 
port of tbege words impressed «n the minds 
of some most intelligent mera'bers ofUhe 
other house of parhameiit, that, for the pur¬ 
pose of giving effec t to their opinio^- of the 
expediency of conlining the measure to tl^:^ | 
Irish act,they had intended to propose^.^£^\l 
the additional worBs “ or appq^UtlMnv* 
should beoyiitted; which 
have rendered the clauses not only conform-* 
ahle^o their wisjies, but to the terms of the 
dispatch of the 9tb of February, as well as to 
what he had aonccived to be the^true^con** 
%truction^of it. It therefor^ipl^eBrs, that 
'^e dispatch itself, asw^livBs the reasoning 
upon was not 

raiculated to impart to his mind a 

knowledge of the extensive import 'which 
it was actually inteudSd to contey; and 
that it was not only not extraordinary that it 
^ould ha^e been uifderstood by hisiffajv- 
ty in a limited sense, but that it would be 
justly a matter of surpiise if it could hav* 
been viewed in^any othar light.—Lord Sid--*’ 
mouth then prt>ceeded to ftate what had * 
occurred after be bad learut that the 
sure was^esigned lip be carried beyond 
provi^orisof the Irish act. ownobjee- • 
tions were*immediately stated to ih^noble ... 
lord at the bead of the goverDmeotf accooH 

% • 
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panied bj a declaratioa, which was fre¬ 
quently repeated on subsequent occasions, 
of the necessity uuder which he should feel 
himself of opposing the •extension in par¬ 
liament. A few dayPhfterwards, upon be¬ 
ing informed by the judge-advocate-gene- 
ral, that he had been directed to prepare 
clauses, to be inserted in the mutiny bill, 
which would have the edbct of repealing 
the lidiitations in thp Irish act, he went to 
the Foreign oflfipe, the noble baron (lord 
Grenville) being out of town, and expres¬ 
sed to lord Howick his own sentiments re¬ 
specting the measure, and his conviction 
that the extent of it was not understood 
by the king; and he owed it to that noble 
lord to declare, that he manifested the ut¬ 
most anxiety, ^hat tueaus should be taken 
to prevetu or obviate any misapprehension 


on the part of his majesty, before the rnea-|in a note at an earlier period, and which 


sure was submitted to parliament. On tlte 
return of the noble buron (Grenvillej, he 
made % similar communication to his lord¬ 
ship ; and on the lit of March, this sub* 
ject was discussed in cabinet.—At that 
meeting, he (lord S.)^ declared his persua¬ 
sion, founded on his majesty's langnugu to 
himself on the 1 Uh of i el’ruary, ami on his 
majesty's answer tu the minute ot Cribinet 
01 /.the 12th, that his mjtje;,tv was nolav\are 
Of the exteia. of the propo«,e«l measure, and 
likewise expre^fsed Im, ownbcuso ol tlic 111- 
di:«pensable necessity uf putting an end to 
all doubts on a point ot so rijuiii dtlicacy 
pid imporiaiico. The noble baioh, how- 
then stated, th-il he had seen his ma- 
i5ty*ona)ie lUbof Ffb.. subsequently to 
JJlPi^JUi^i«nled to liimsqlf (lord S.), 
*ted thal^iehad no reason to doubt his ma¬ 
jesty's full comprelieurioii^ijf the mra^urt, 
as now' intended to be subinillta) to parha- 
After much ch&cn-siow, it was pro¬ 
posed own:k, lu transmit to hi^ 


the following day, he presscf! the re-consi¬ 
deration of the subject up^lord Grenville, 
and was informed by his lordship in 
answer, that the clauses had been ae*^t on 
that day to his majesty;—they w'ere ac¬ 
companied, as he had since learnt, by a 
dispatch to lord lieutenant, and a note 
from the serrgtary of state. On the Tues¬ 
day Evening (March the 3d) he found, that 
the clauses were returned by the king with¬ 
out any commentt from which circum¬ 
stance, his majesty’s acquiescence had been 
inferred; an inference somewhat hastily 
drawn, as he thought, and^upon insufficient 
grounds.—On the following day, he waited 
on his majesty at the Queen's palace, on 
his official businessv and then stated, at 
an audience, what it would have been 
more satisfactory to him to have e.xpressed 


majesty a copJ^i6^*.he clauses intended ^TTfUjicuters of the Uifited Kingdom. The 


be inseited Of this 

suggeslioti >^flord S.) declared liis entire 
4 ipprobaUfVn ; but added, that it would bi: 
nccessai^ lor him to accompany the com- 
inunication these clauses, with a no^; 
(pcMiThimself, ex|)ros&R'e of his dissent from 
^ose parts ofUiein, which earned the mea¬ 
sure beyond what kc had understood to be 
iptended by the dirpaich to^lhc lord lieute¬ 
nant, of the 9^®^ Feb., and the minute of 
rbbfnrt. of the subsequent day. In the re. 
*hU however, the suggrstion of sanding the 
clauses was/idt then adoptqd, and tip com- 
j|tUmipalion on this point was Aiadc from 
tbb;£abiiiet to the king, lo the evening of 


he should have had au opportunity of do- 
in^. if the clauses had been cominuuicated 
to his niajestv, in consequence of a minute 
of the cabinet. On that day the king ha¬ 
ving been fully apprised, not only by him¬ 
self, but by lord Howick, of the nature and 
details of the measure, corumunicated to 
lord «Howick his sentiments, in a manner 
whicli had unquestionably been misunder¬ 
stood liy that noL^e lorA : but it v’as also 
an indisputable fact, that it was intended 
by ins inaiesty explicitly to* declare that 
his ronsent was confined to that part fif the 
measure to which he had before reluctantly 
acceded, viz. the extension of the act of 
to (Jreat Britain.-—On the Friday 
following, it having been judged proper to 
relinquish the mode of proceeding by. 
clauses in the I)flutiuy bill, lord Howick 
luoNcd the hcMue of commons for leave to 
oriny m a liil),^ llic object of which was to 
#>pen both army and navy, without restric- 
lion or limitation, tu the Catholics and 


bill wasarcordingly brought in, and ordered 
to be read a second time on.Thursday ffie 
12lh of March. Under these circumstan¬ 
ces, and having been apprised of*'the fa¬ 
vourable manner in which lord Ho wick's 
proposition appeared to have been received 
111 the house of commons, he (lord S.) 
wrote, on Monday the 0th, to lord Gren¬ 
ville, stating, that lie found it inipos- 
** Bible to act up to his own opinions on 
** parts of this bill, in the manner which 
“ their inOuence on his mind necessarily 
'^required, and, at the same time, to s.i- 
** tisfy his sense of what was due to the 
** gpvcrnioent of which be was a member/' 
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On the next uy, be bad, ^ conversation on these circumstances, he (lord S.) eutertain- 
tlie subject w^tbe noble toon, and, on ed a hope, which be expressed to tliC noble 
the day folloWItt, he informed him, by lord at the head of tlie governmei;#, that 
letter, of iua^eiCTmination to retire hroni the bill might be so mocb/ied as to free it 
the o/Hce (T^^esideut of the council, ** us from objections whicLi>were evidently in- 
the onl;^course he^ould pursue with jus< superable ; that hoc^ was however disap- 
** lice tty^c noble lord, and with honour 10 pointed.—On the lSth,a meeting was held , 




himself. On thatduy (March the llth), of a large majority of his majesty’s coofi- 
he made a communication toThis majesty to dential servants, to which neither the lord 
a similar effect, and immediately leceked chancellor, the G^ief justice of the king’s, 
his majesty’s gracious commands to re* bench, nor himself, we/e summoned^ and 
main in his oOice. Th# noble baron (lord of which they were not appj'ised. At that 
G.) having also expressed to him, by let- meeting, it is und|frstood that a minute was 
ter, his wish, that his resolution might be prepared, declaring a willingness to aban- 
suspeiided, he acquiesced, upon a distinct don the bill, bdt accompanying the offer 
understanding, tITat he WHS to be considered with certain reservations, which were, be 
as completely at liberty to take such steps thought, deeply to be lamented, and which 
as he might think proper for opposing the alfipear to have been the immediate cause of 
bill then before parliament.—On that day the events which ensued^--The effect on bis 
(March the nth), Ins majesty expressed to majesty was such as mightliave been ex- 
lord Sidinoulh in strong terms, as soon us ^peeled. He probably apprehended that a 
he entered his closet. Ins surprise at the ex- question from which he had alre&dy suf- 
tent of the proposition which had' bgen fered so much, was never to be at rest: that 
opened 111 the house of couniions; ins ma- his mind, made up as it was from spcom* 
jesty having, as fic conceived, apprised lord binrd sense of religious and politicial obli- 
Ilowick,on the preceding Wediiesduy, ofhis gation, was to remain perpetually exposed 
decided repugnance to that part of it which to a recurrcnceof inijjortuuity and anxiety, 
went beyond the Irisli act of 1793. There Having expressed his hope, but a short time 
could be no possib[e,doubt but that this before, that he might not again be distressed 
pointlord liowickhad misconceived nisma- on this subject, he now required that he 
jesty. 11. wfts incurable of opening*a should hoar of it no mo/e ; am} clainud 

pruposiliou in the liou^c of commons in bis from his lyinisters a written declarations 
oHlcial character, contrary to the known that effect. This he (lord S.)'understood 
opinion of the king, and in the face of Ins to be the case ; though at the time when* he 
authority. Lord Howick however stood not was speaking, he had neither seen ,the mj- 
in need of any further vindication on this iiute of his late colleagues, nor his majesty’R | 
subject; ample justice had been done him answer. lie believed, however, that 
by the gracious deciaralioH of his soveruign. statement was corrtftt; and heh^ a»h(kl-- > 
Jt should be staled, that, on that day, tation in declaring, that, ««>(kr\il3^f^'dge, 
lord Grenville was disynctly informed by whatever that was to fetter him ki the per-* 
his majesty, that to ih.it part of the bill fornfance ofhis j^ublicduty, he would never 
which exceeded ihe lirnitsof the act of 1793 accept office, nor remain in it. But this 
he could not be induced logfl e his consen^ requisition xwis to be considereckwitlArefe- 
—I'rom tlxs statfiment, lord Sidmoutb said, Vence, not only to the absUilfC'principle 
it appeared, that hiss majesty, having'B^ou whrch he lruste<. 


I* could be no 

ceived the clauses on Tuesday the dd of differentt*Ji^^|Ns*i'3ff^^B|^o the peculiar 
hforcli, took an opporlunit^^in the fijllow- nature of the case, and toth^Hr^ instances 
ing day, of expressing to lorn Howick, in with which it was attended, fte question 
person,*his objection to theextent to whiah to which it applied was^iot, ui his'majesty's 
the measure was proposed to be carried; that estimation, merel y polftical; tt was one of 
his majesty, unawtft-f that he had not beep honour aiyi of conscience, connected'w^h 
BO understood by his lordship, manifested, the deej)est stxise of public duty, and of 
on the llth, (the day on whith his inajes- religious obligation ;deiiving its importance 
ty was next at the Queen's Palace) his sur- d^roni the conditions which established the * 
prise at the proposition which had been bouse of Brunswick on tHfc throne, and 
submitted to the house of commons; and which at the time ofhis coronation had 
on mat day declared bis sentiments to lord solenuily^ratified himself.—Was it tbeo 

Grenville in a manner upon which no nus- possible for tbg house of lur^^s to tiz od, 
conception appears to have arisen,—Unaer their jouttials a recorded censure of^a sle^ 
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%ycb could only be ascribed t(f8uch feel- Drith-justice, and with the bei^ principles of 
lags, and such principles? For his own tlie constitution, as this Disposition ap- 
^pert, Ifltd he been one of those to whom peared to him to be, i(i^sB also objec- 
tfae answer was addressed, besliould have lionable, because ibe suppost^&i wltich*it 
considered it in no otherKght thanas apain- implied, even* under its moef'^avciirable 
ful but decisive proof,^i^t he no longer pos- interpretatioq, was utterly unwar railed by 
■essed that portion of the royal contidence, experience. He denied, that ili^re was a 
which could afford him a prospect of car- pretence for iviputiog to the august perso- 
lying ou the government, to the satisfaction nage, whose pAne, and whose conduct had 
his majesty; and he shbuld accordingly beet) toomuchbrougbtintodiscu8siou,adis« 
have asked permission lo retire from Iiis position to listen to sf'cret advisers. TJiat 
aervice. Such wpuld have been bis condacl; great and disiinguisned man, whuhad served 
and here was a material point of dttl'erence his majesty with unrivalled ability, and with^ 
'between his late colleagues and himself, signal benefit to bis country, during a pe- 
He could not forbear adding, that his ina- nod of 17 years, had, to his own personal 
jesty, he was confident, had no intention knowledge, n'lidcred ample justice, in this 
to part with bis ministers, previous to the respect, to his royal master; and to his at* 
communication of the 15th of March ; anb testation he thought*it incumbent upon iiiiii 
•he bad no othey reason for supposing that to add his own, founded on an experience 
toch warhisintention afterw'ards, excepting of that degree of confidence which fixes ilie 
as far as he thought it oifght be inferred from I most unqualified, but at the same lime the 
fais*maje8ty*8 answer. Ldrd Sidmoulh thou 1110*^1 honourable responsibility on a servant 
proceeded to state what appeared to him to of the crown.—It had however been said, 
be tbe^meaning and tendency of the noble that to resist such a motion would be to 
marquis's motion. ItKvas founded on the excite and jusiify apprehension anrl distrust 
supposition of a wrong done ; and that, by in the minds of ihc Catholics; feelings ill 
the intervention of asfcret adviser * a sup- suited to the spirit of toleration, and to the 
position unsupported by evidence, or by any benignity, by which his majesty’s x\ho]c 
reasonable presumption, and therefore reigi*diad been so emiheinly distinguished, 
manifestly inconsistent with justice. No Xhe great body of the Catholics, be was 
he s^id, could feel more strongly than ixTsuadcd, woubhiut forget the hbiral and 
himself tbe sound wisdom oflhaVgieat con- magnanimous policy, of which they had ex* 
vtitutional principle, that the king can do perienci-d ihe advantage sinrfe his majesty’s 
no wrong: that is, that for every act of accession to the throne. It was during the 
executive government, there must be a le- present reigii, that the penal code, and 
I sponsible adviser. But he contended, that various disaiiliitics, to which they had been 
t|>ere were many functions <d the sovereign, liable for nearly a century, were d<jiie away; 
xvlfick, thyug!} strictly..fegitirnate, not only and they xvere therefore fully iissured that 
,inigl»Sf«^t^imi«rbe perfurmcd„wilhout any nothing lould be withheld from them in' 
*such respcnsibility being attached tot'^ein, consequence of v wfiut of benevolence on 
and which must therefore I'e considered as the part of their sovereign. His ninjesty's 
the personal acts of the king. Of these tbe gracious disposition, so long tried, and su 
consfitution does not take cugtiizunce ; nor fbequenlly manifested, was, they well knew, 
can they B^ls^ubjects of public d^cussioiij. .only restrained and limited by a sense of 
In the presen^)liS»fc£*c^ there were few im duty to his whole people, and by his view 
deed who did np^enev^f^rttHu^Vtt-auswer of the obligations which at the timcof^iis 
.was the ausp>^of the king himself; that it coronati<»n, h;>'?’been soleiindy coutvacted 
proceedediromihe^ uninstigqted impulse of by himself.—it was not, however,^ true in 
kis own heart. If| 0 , (and there was not f^t, as had been stated by a noble IonI who 
only no evidence, but no rational prt^ had spoken against the original motion, that 
av/Dplion to the contrafy,) where,did the re- *^,the obstacle to the vfishes of the Catholics 
iolution point ? To thetbrofie, to tbe king “ was to be ^ found in the honourable and 
ksmseif! Such, he was bound to admit, ** conscientious feelings of the king.” This 
'could not be the kitentio]\ of the noble* position he absolutely denied. A decisive 
Onrquis, or of fbose who supported the mo- obstacle was to be found in the declared 
but such WM its obvious and neces- opinion of parliament, and in the prevail- 
nry direction, and suck? must be rts effect, ing and undoubted sentiments*and feelings 
, Itrom thesefConsiderations,, he was.com- ofrthc people.—What, however, were, in 
^,peUed,te nm% it.—Inconsistent/^ bofvever, >fac^t,the claims against vrhkh tbe door said is 
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. to be Autl Claims, for the success of though, to increased portion of political! 

which no gnu degree of Bolicitude bad power was withheld from them ^roul couai. 

' either beenlc^sed, or could be felt, by derations of policy and expadieiity, they 
tfaeVreaQKBs of the catholic community are in other respects pSeciselv orf the same 
in thBCt^ kingdom. It'had been said, footing as all otbter classes and descriptiotui 
that tl^pohcy of fte meamre, which had of his majesty's sg^cts, entilled to equal 
lately much discussed, was to sub- &vour and equal protection.—^This was ihm 

stitute a system of conciUaSion for one of system upon which Ireland was governed 
persecution, fle was, ho<tever, at a loss in the time of lord Hardwicke, (a system 
to conceive, at what period of his inajesty^s congenial to th§t which, at the same Mriod« 
reign it would now be#aid tliat a spirit ol was adopted in Elnglapd) i and, as he bad 
persecution hud been manifested by the go- the happiness of thinking,, with general 
vernment, or the legislature, towards his satisfaction and success. In Ireland, wbilst 
majesty's Uuman Catholic subjects. His it animated the zeal of the loyal, it bad 
majesty's accession had, on the contrary, also the effect, in many instances, ofcalma 
been, as he had before staled, the aera not mg the turbulent, and of silencing, if not 
only of an enlightened toleration, but of a of reclaiming, the disaffected. Dunag 
liberal and enlarged policy towards persons lord Hardwicke’s udmiuistratioii, there’ waa 
of the Roman Catholic persau'^ion m every oo agitatidh in Ireland og the ground of 
part of the kingdom; and, with respect to catholic claims, and it was a well knowst 
Ireland, it could not be si riously conlendec> fact, tliat Emmett •whose despeiaie project ■ 
that of late years, to say the least, such a was occasioned by other cau^, 'declared, 
spirit had uppeured to actuate the go^%rn- ** short time before his execution, that such 
meiil of that pkrt of his majesty's donii- was the impression generally prodftced by 
nions. No one would impute it to the ad the lenity and liberality of the governmeni, 
ininisiration of ihp duke ot Bedford: that *;bat, if he had delayed his attempt only 
of Ion* llnrdwicke was a subjei tuf general ^ f®'*^ weeks, it; would have met with 
and unquahhed panegyni:: and he would little support as not to afford any cbtinse 
ever contend, that "whatever itintunees o.‘ 'halever ot success, itdid not, therefore, 
violence and ctup^v might have occurred appear to him, that, for th^purpoie eff 
duringthe disastrous perfod of the rebellion, tranquillizing the minejf of Cptli^ic^^t 
they were in no degree iiiipiitahle to the was necessary to agree to*this motin. 
system of gov^rnmeuteither in Ireland, or That object could alone be obtained byV 
ffi home. Wiihoni recurriiig to an earlier wise, and temperate system of govern- 
period, he would oidvudi), that in the year nient; by firmness aithuut rigour, and by 
the nieasiiies adopted towards tlie conciliation without concession,—He thenl 
Catholics in Ireland had not only been stated, that the intent of the motion of the- 
marked by a spirit of toleration and libe. noble marquis was Evidently to censtsre'the \ 
*ra1itv which he admired and applauded, dismission his inajesly»'s lam'MUiistenii 
but by a prodigality df ouuc.essioii, which and/flie practical tendency of •’ to rais4 
broke down the consiitutional barrier be- ^be credit of thg former governm*;nt at the 
tween Catholics and Prutes^nts, and made expence of the present, so as to eff^'ct the 
it, as he admitted, very difficult to tuke*a removal of the one, and the reMisiatfftnenC 
distinction in point of principle, betweeiv of the other. From the mpSiOti abslr^cW 
what hud been granted and what was with- ^ly taken, he couldjis^tiiSsent; but he ^ 
bqjd. For himself, who thought that loo disappi»«fieiLi«^^tfo5^-n^nd •ti'l nio^ 
much had been granted, INwas competent of the mode of pursuing Tk,. ile consi* 
to sayMthat he would not consent to grant dered the chapge of govemm'Idt ai4 pub« 
morrt He was convinced that cuncessiftn he misfortune, pariiciitarly in the present 
beyond the point at which it had long sinct* of this country, and oi £ irop:^ but 
arrived, instead of bSing the cure, was'apvl he wou]d*not on ulat account COfldufajQ 
would be a fresh cause of discontent; that, attempting to'force beck the late ministeiv- 
to preserve the tranquillity of Irel^, it into the councils of ibe king. He hc* 
was necessary to act on a firm, steady, and ‘knowledged tl^the could not contemplate • 
at the same time temperate system: to ab- the present administratioii Without leelitigi 
stain from raising hopes, wbkb could nei- of anxiety and diatnist, tliongb he a 
ther be realised, nor disappointed, without high opimoo of some of the mekthers of itj 
public inconvenience and danger; but,sat and fer the noble earl in partjpular, at the • 
the same time to let the Cttthohca feel* t^tf head tif tne ordnoDce, be eatertaiued the 
VoL. IX. .2D 
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irat affectionate reepeet, founcHtd on an 
Ititeveourse ol friencl&bi|l, which bad dpi 
llm abdked nor been interrupted during a 
period of near >8 yean. But, on the 
present occasion, he waeivt called upon 
to Weigh the merits of *1 new government, 
but to discharge a duty to his sovereign, 
and to the constitution of his country; 
and the difference between one set of in\- 
jnstera, and another^ impt/rtant as it uu* 

' questionably was, aqd particularly at such 
a.'Crists, appeared to him to be of less mo- 
wnt, than the difference between reducing 
Ibe monarch to a cypher and sup¬ 
porting him in the full exercise of his con- 
atitutional authority. These reHections, 
however, applied solely to the appoint- 
saent of ministers, and not to the 
aures of government. — Lord Sidmouth 
concluded with saying, that he thought it 
iocumbent upon liim to fttate some particu¬ 
lars which appeared to him to be material, 
in order to place in its true light a trans- 
actioD^'bicfa, be repeated, ought never to 
have been the subjetH of public discussion ; 
though the conduct of the great personage, 
who bad been so muclj alluded to, must, he 
wee contident,appear to have been such as to 
him a fresh claim, if possible, to the ve- 
Iteration, Faction, and gratitude of his peo¬ 
ple In his vote yn the question before the 
• Imse, h is {osdsbipsaid be should pe actuated 
^ a determination to discountenance any 
proposition which might be considered as 
tending, even by the most remote construe- 
I tion and inference to throw an imputation on 
! the conduct pf the king, or to fetter and cun- 
f troalbisn^aicsty in theCxercUe ofhis lawful 
prerogaUA’e^ aucLentkese groun^js ue should 
support th^ motion for the adjournment. 

The Earl of Lauderdale rpw and said 
My lords, in the course of my public life, 1 


fore concludes, that the resoCation'of my 
noble trtend is directed aesAst the cha* 


racier of my sovereign ; J^t |^do contend, ‘ 
that a que^tiop, involving of 

the executive governmeut, vtm li^vcju, in 
:he history of^niscoutftry, submitW/to the 
liecision of the legislature, iip^rfmch tlie 
principle of responsibility was more clearly 
an<) accurately tsceriamed. The noble vis-> 
couiA has argued, that in order to make 
valid the charge against secret advisers, it 
most be proved, that the advice was given 
previous to the adoption of the measure. 
To this doctrine 1 cannuot subscribe, be¬ 
cause 1 am convinced tliat constitutional 
responsibility embraces not only advice 
given previous to the measure taken, but 
goes as well to a pftssive acquiescence in 
Uchberating, as to an active assistance in 
carrying them into effect. Suppose, for iii- 
^stance, that a dispatch was sent to tlic 
lord lieutenant of Ireland, and that the 
noMe secretary fur the home department 
was ignorant of its contents; if he after¬ 
wards contributed in the slightest degree to 
give efficacy and extent to that dispatch, 
then I do affirm that lie would be, in tho 
spirit of the constiiuliou, fully responsible 
to tlvs house and to the country, for the 
cqn8ec|uences of that measure, whatever 
they might be. But, lei us viewnhe cir- 
cumstatues of this transaction. Let us, 
my lords, consider the vaAous links by 
which the appointment of the new ministry . 
is connected with the causes which led to 
the change in his majesty's councils. The 
noble lords on the opposite side, pretend 
not to be ignorant ot the eveiits, and of 
those circumstances which imniediutely led' 
to the result. With'such information, they 
assisted in executing the threat which was 
neld out to qb^am the w'rittcn assurance 


sieves heal'd a proposition snore calmly iiiom the late ministry ; and, therefore, in 

8od deci^uq^ argued, than th^e propo-^..— *'--««« 

aition which been submit*^ 

noble ol 

this hoQ§^ JtSd never, my b>rds, was a 
atode of tiMtr substituted, 1 will not only 
8»y, more unfair, ffut more'calculated to 
fscite unfouaded pTejudicea, to propagate-j 
thg^^tfwut the couiitiy f#doctrjne which 
. inevitably teiid tc produce improper 
and to mislead tbe general deci- 
•siuB. Some noble lords have ^ked a great *1 
of eoBBGScfttious scruples, and under' 
the n^text of those scruples, they would 
ci^ i^D ytfur lordship!/:o judge of « con- 
^stitiitioiial q«|estioa. Nexti^ the noble vis- 
(SidmoMth; apprehends, Aid thero* 


iny opinion, the responsibility upon them is 
much stronger. 1 wfll go further, and con¬ 
tend, that the very acceptance of their 
fiffices, after )it3 knowledge* they admit to 
have, of such a pledge being demanded, is, 
irt tbe sound doctrine ol the coustitulioii, a 
sufficient ground for faplding his majesty'e 
present ministers resfffmsible, both for tbe 
changes whifh have taken place, and the 
pledge which has been required. Were his 
majesty's present ministerseven to say, It is 
true, we know that such a requisition vtas 
made, but we were not parties to it, and 
even for ourselves have refused; still tbe 
constitution considers them responsible. 
in pe good times of this country, when tbe 
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trong feelingly constitutional jealousy ao for tHb home department f or m what 
fuated every the state, there was no manner reconcile the immutable opiflion of 

no palliation, for any the latter noble secretary #with the repeated 
inroaaW|p?lj^u8t and acknowledged privi* pledges of his colleague at tbe head of the 
leges oN^ people. When my^lord Somers colonial departmen|r(lord Castlereagh) to 
himself, Tha^uble statesman, to whose la- the Catholics of Ire^d ? Were these con^ 
lents and pamotism the coutyry was so pe- tradictions.to be got nd of, in what waycas 
culiarly indebted, when eve^ he, 1 say, we conceive the repeated and longcontinued 
pleaded to parliament, upon the discusSion attachment and {fromises of the noble duko 
of the Pariirioii Treaij, that he was no (of Portland) at the hgad of his majesty's 
party to llie measure, it refused to listen to councils ! Consider the pjesent minisity^ i 
the Justihraticni. It spoke in the sound, my lords, in theiraindividual characters, or 
stern, and salutary language of the coiistitu- in their collective capacity, and you iBoat 
tion, that he wlio^sbists, that he who lends conclude in one of these two opiniotis^ 
his name and sanction and character to either that there is no principle or cemeag 
carry it into execution, is the responsible of union amongst them, or that they tiavo 
person. At wljatever period ii might be as- a^ieed to give up every doctrine and .opi- 
certuined that lie engaged in it, or whether nion to whKh they were ^most sacredly 
there were others wlio hurl previously intro- pledged.—The noble earl here t«)k a re¬ 
duced it, was not a matter of much coiise »trospective view of*tlie parliamentary 
quence. The country has a concurreni oions of sonieof the leading membCrsof the 
judgment again^ them all, might bmng present cabinet,'and on the views they ei»« 
them to the bar/>f this or llie other house tertamedof the necessity of catholic^man-' 
of parliament, and arraign them for the mis cipalion. If that qiftsrion was nut now dis^ 
chiefs which were the result. What was cussed, or brought forward before parlia^ 
lord Danb^'s case ? In his own defence he ment, it was not owipg to the exertions or 
produced a letter, that was written by th( delicacy of the present ministers, but to tbe 
king's order. But rt did not avail j^im : genuine loyalty and nnfeigqed affection of 
wherever it originated, lie was lesponsibje his majesty'slateministers. lleUkitstrepeaty 
for the execution.* 'I'he "present ministers tliat he had no hopes of gny greqt national 
might say, We have not agreed to any such objects being accomplished by the presAt 
pledge. The^nswer wus, that in receiving administration, for they had not the advany 
their offices, they v^e^e bound by the spirit tage to be well connected with any cons^ 
of that requisition, that they had virluiilly derablc body of persons in either Ijouie pf 
given it. Having shewn tbe late adminis- parliament. THby had nothing on wbick 
tration as u warning, tbe executive could to depend, except the person^ favour - 
.say, You know the conditions upon which their sovereign andMhe sheer m^aence" of 
•you arc called to niy councils; you aie ihc ciywn« having itendered themselves; 
aware of the kind of nftfii suited to iny opi- ubiuj^fious to all those who loved indef>eiv^ 
iiiotiH, 111 tact, the very nature of the deuce, by the sg*vility with which they bad 
transaction, proves to tlie^riost comiiinn accepted their situations, having recoguisod 
understanding, that his majesty himstdf the pledge which their predecessorasceftved; 
felt he was acting under advice, and of ^^esides ^hich, the discordaj;;Hlt)atenal8 of 
course with his advisA's, subjected to con- they w'erc mad^Mfiefl no room to 

stitutional responsibility, f tie noble lord liop^n^^gatftddMfftnem'qxmioas^ diffei^. 
hilhself, who aits on tlie must feel ing so essen^ally as they Im done OQ tbe 

that his majesty wus of that opinion, and must esseutial,porints; atid up9u none more 
thereforewemay accountfortheexpeditufos than on thevfcrypoint^licfa hudoccafioned 
determination, in tj^o hours, of that noble their contingXnto power. Bat it wo^aid 
lord—a shorter intei^al of time tbBnhe\vas that the leotiom^p^ before the hoeaeVfiea 
usually expected to make up his mind in. a mere abstrturt pthpoAlon, and as such. 
But, to advert to tbe administration so unnecessary to be voted; now, be adnitiad 
lately formed, 1 am at a loss to judge in ittobeanab8ti^tpropwti$ioti,butbedenietf* 
i^hat manner tbe contradictory opinions of that on that account it waS^unpeessary- to * 
tbe cumponent parts can be reconciled ? be voted; on the contrary, hP thoup^t 
How can de reconcile the opinion of the became ebsolutelytnecessary vote it, ' 
secretary of state for' foreign affairs (Mr. account of wbuit had happen^ previoOS 
Canning^, as formerly expressed, witl^ his tbe cHsanssal of the late miarsters, cn^ 
psesent connection with the noble secretary account of the terms on which the ^Wur 
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Iniiiisters cam^ into office; for the maxinii 
that tlte king can do no wrong, bad been 
brought into grea^ danger by the conduct 
of the present ministerSfcif it had not been 
overthmwn by iU ^^at was meant by tlte 
maxim, that the king Could do no wrong ? 
Did that maxim mean so absurd a proposi* 
lion as that the king was formed by the hand 
of God without detiK't, acid different from 
everyoUier mortal ? Certainly nothing so 
gtupid as that idea could enter a sound un* 
derstaoding ; but it megnt, that as all go- 
^nnuent was originally founded forthe good 
of the people,and as ours hud been tbrtu nately 
•6 kept up a long while, the people had a 
right lo say, when any mischief was done in 
government, there was a fault somewhere ; 
and It was couveniant to fix it on some other 
verson or persons than the king; and as the 
king followed advice imhis arts, it was saic^ 
that the king can do no wrong; but, when- 
over any thing was amiss in his government, 
it waaicoiisidered, not as the act of the king 
but the act of liis advisers. That adviser 
was responsible to the people ; and it was 
upon this principle that the maxim that the 
king can do no wrong^ was founded. Hence 
the present lesolution became necessary to 
support ,.tkw maxim, because the present 
' jw.isters ,had come into office in direct 
iwlationofw the fundamental principles of 
XheconstittrtioD; and unless the house mark- 
^«d that act wiili its disapprobation, part of 
tbatconstitotion would be lost. For these 
nasouBi the present resol u^ou had bis most 
'hearty conQurrence. 

i<urd Mjtigrare ob^rnred, that notwith¬ 
standing the vio^ni epithets by the 
Vnoblelord who had preceded him, h^i^ould 
discuss this question coolly on its^ own 
grounds. He contended that a resolution 
likesche present was not to ba found in any 
part of'qucParliamentary Historv. Htf 
reminded th^ luf^sl^s of what fook pl/fte 
in 17fi3* when re¬ 

moved ; jKw then what we see now, 
an administration •dischargedf greatly dis- 
yatiii^ on account of its '^moval. Op- 
p6Moa carried wfth it gr^i talents, bpt 
little diseietiow agmiarked its con- 
daKil oo the subject u^'neb was the cause 
df its removal: bttf not then as'now, did 
such a^^resoiution <appear; nor was the 
'king*# name used so lreely*then as on the 

E b^nt occasion; and here he could not 
Ip'remii^itig Ibeir logrlships of^the esta¬ 
blished rale^ by which it was held^disor- 
derli^lo mention the king's lAima in a 
houCe ot parliament to influence a debate. 


He thought that the late mincers had beer** 
puffed up by silly andjdmraattery, as £f 
they possessed All the l^enUMC^his jft- 
try, and it ihade them tbiq^^j^ould 
dictate to the crown p but this to 

be done by fbem, nor by any se^i men in 
this kingdom. It was said,tK^he' course 
they were nc>^,pursuiDg had been rendered 
necessary by the conduct of their sove¬ 
reign ; but that was not so, they were not 
put upon their deffince, although they were 
pleased to say so. Their sovereign made 
no charge against them ; but under the 
idea of making their defence, when they 
were not charged with**any thing, they 
thought themselves at liberty to say some¬ 
thing by which they« 0 ughl to impute some¬ 
thing to tile conduct of somebody whom 
nobody knows, wlioni they call the adviser 
of the king, in a case* in which it is mani¬ 
fest his majesty could not have had any 
ad^^iser; and, as far as his own individual 
feelings went, be must sa])^ that be felt con¬ 
siderable doubt of the propriety of making 
the disclosures which had been made in this 
case. The oath of a privy counsellor had 
been much insisted on; but that did not call 
on them for their ownJustidcation in a case 
wherein there was no charge made against 
them, to bring forwar(t resolution^ in par¬ 
liament indirectly tending to reflect on the 
conductorhismajesty. Thes/lbstance of the 
measure before the house was, whether his 
majesty did not from the first signify his 
discontent to the measure which was pro¬ 
posed by the lute ministers in favour of the 
Catholics. Tliere was no question but that 
bis majesty gave his reluctant and tardy, 
consent to the ^clauses in the mutiuy bill; 
that he meant to confine the whole mutter 
strictly to the Irish act of 1/93 ; and that 
|}is majesty th'^n said he would not go one 
step further: and the papers now before 
the house established beyond dispute that 
fact. Now, considering how the business 
was conducte^^pou this, the measure'at¬ 
tempted to ^ carried was grounded on 
ike idea of preserving peace in Ir^and; 
grounds on which his majesty's late mi- 
yisters could uottheia&lves agree, ancT yet 
they went on witli the measure after they 
knew that Mis majesty could not assent 
to it according to his own conscientious 
sense of the oath which he took at bis 
coronation — an oath which bis majesty 
was awfully impressed with 'the convio 
tiuii of us being registered in heaven. 
These ministers considered whether they 
cotild mend the act of parliament which 


i 
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^bey Jsad 
^OQS;, but 
itly wj 

they 
altlio 


ight into the bcNise of com- 
M>Dg that impeiaible coo- 
tb^bjects they had in Tiew, 
shed the matter altogether; 

^ e tim^ they brought it in, 
they hV^Mlemnly declared*!! was abso* 
lutely nec^laary fur the safety of that part 
of the British empire. And yet, after 
this, they claimed the riglft*of propc^sing 
this or the like measure from time to time 
to his majesty; although they knew that 
the sense he entertained of his coronation 
oath prevented him from assenting to it, 
^hey claimed the right to do so—said they 
were bound to do so from the view they 
bad of their oaths as privy counsel¬ 
lors; and yet they not the same ten¬ 
derness for the regarcTwhich the king had 
for his own coronuttun oath, registered, 
as he felt it to be, in heaven. I'liey were 
not blamed for whot they did; they were 
not bound to relinquish their oaths, for 
they could ret^e from office; and fi^hy 
should they ask his majesty to relinquish the 
sense which be entertained of his oath ? 
•lie really should have been sorry that any 
of those with whom he had the honour to 
act, should have brought forward this sub¬ 
ject before parliame'nt in any sbapti*, but 
the other side iii^sted on it, and the di¬ 
lemma* in which they had placed them¬ 
selves was Bugb, that he could notconceive 
bow men of such understandings as the 
late ministers, could place themselves in it. 
As to the question of a pledge, be bad to 
observe, that no pledge was a&ked of the 
late ministers, until they had set the exam¬ 
ple by laying in a claim to be at liberty to 
advise his nnyesty upqn a subject on wbicli 
they knew his mind was Aitirely made up ; 
and that was the foundation of the pledge 
required by the king; nor did he see the 
idea of a pledge in the same light as that fli L 
which it struck sqpie^ noble h»rds in that ^ 
house. For instance, if William 111. or 
George I. had said to anj^of the ministers 
employed by Chem—I have^ no objection to 
any ofyour principles in general, exc^t 
that 1 think you are attached to the house 
of Stuart; and th6r|fore, unless you give 
me an undertaking or pledge in writingtT 
will not employ you as my ministers. He 
apprehen^d tliere would not have been 
fuiy impropriety in such ministers signing 
aticb a pledge; and he wished to know 
why bis majesty should be less entitled to 
be satisfied against the re-introduction of 
popeiy into this land } How did the efise 
stand at IbU tint f The late administralioif 


gave way to the conscientious scmples. of 
the king upon the present occasion > but 
they attempted to retain the right tp brii^ 
forward the same subjeef again when ocCai- 
sion should require y^whicb was as much as 
to say^ When rebffiion may rage within 
your dominions, and when you may be 
less able to resist the application, and may 
not on the sudd^ be able to form a ministry, 
then we will advise you to do wbatyo.u have 
declared inyourconscieiice you never can do. 
What sort of policy did thase^ministers call 
this ? For these fVasons the noble lord did 
not see the unreasonableness of the pledge 
demanded by his majesty from bis late 
ministers. As to the secret advisers who 
{|ad been talked of, all be had to say was, 
tiiat no such existed ; if the late ministers 
knew of such a person*existing, let them 
bring forward proqf of it. With regard to 
f the difierence f opinion which had subsis¬ 
ted between the present ministry on for¬ 
mer occasions, he could only sa^ tber^ 
was nothing among^ihem that was irrecon- 
cileable. But who were they who charged 
the present administration with disagree¬ 
ment upon public masters of opinion ? Why, 
truly, those who never agreed on any thing 
until tiiey united tu form wt^admiDistra- 
tiun. Some of them had dm^d from 
each other on the treaty "of Amiens. nil>^ 
more of them on the subject ^ the FreiA 
revolution, and that most substantially an\ 
radically, and bad treated each other with re¬ 
markable acrmioiiy and asperity; artd there 


fore he own 00 ~lils astonishment when be g 
heard, frc^such a quarter, objections to^ an* 
admiiiiswtiou on a^ou^of ulbeiug*com. 
pose^^Tmen who bad Turmerly differec^* 
fron/esch other upon matters of public po¬ 
licy. As to the principles of the present 
administration, the best thing he cou){| say 
of them was,*that they were foubded upon 
^e-uniferm and common feeling of regard 
aCTagyravion fo^^s^i^at and illustrious 
man iCl'Jtwhose lo?s was so much 

and sojustIMeplored, and whpsc^nnciples 
of policy wek models ^hich the pfltaeat 
adnfinistratiobHiad theimabition to iift^te. 
What was the^miidgct of that illusqfous ■ 
statesmacfon .tffl^^e^^questiou .^'diflie 
come forward in parlmairat f^do what was 
now attempted to ^dbne by the late ad- ^ 
‘ministration i • No ; Be al^tained from it *, 
altogether. The noble lord (ben said^ 
that he never bad so much ^ifidecIVe 1% 
any otbeY person he had iiwhat 'right 
hon. ^entlemati. All the fWaill^hf pro- 
sent administration could £ver nMe ti-* 
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9ie6t was iToro acting on bis principles,anr! 
Imitatifig him as much as possible; for 
which reason* wheip out of power, they had 
never entered into any captious oppusiuon. 
His lordship con^udeik with saying, that he 
honied the present motion would not only 
meet the negative, but the reprobation of 
their lordships, pointed as it was ugainsl 
the sacred charMcterof inaj?sty itself. 

TWTiHil of Limerick lamented that Ire¬ 
land was always nia^e the scene of faction 
and discord, by'holding /)iit and encoura- 
giug eKpectatioiis that could not be grati¬ 
fied while the resolution uf his majesty on 
the Catholic question was so decidedly 
fixed. He expressed considerable disap¬ 
probation of the conduct of the duke at 
]ledford,in permitting the disturiiancesinthe 
west of Ireland* to spread from one district 


to another, till at last seven diffe rent couii-i wmu were in the temper that the Catholics 


ties were involved in disorder and tumult, 
and this before any means were adopted 
for the purpose ol suppressing tlieni. At 
length the judges tmri'been sent on a cir- 
cuit through that part of the country ; but 
bad they brought back the misguided men 
to a state of order anJ quiet ? It his iiilor 
snation was correct, the case was very dli¬ 
ferent. ^Jii^aid that many of the Irish 
l^ajthuhcs were at present disHflectocl, and 
far would wivii to give tlieiii a speedy and u 
/butive deninl, as to the indulgences which 
^hey cJaimed, that tliey should no further 
have bqpes, that tliey should rot hereafter 
haNe any ground tor eoin*pici^ning of hopes 
deferred. There had lately L'^en upon a 
nortlvirn someiperEons cimviclcd ol 

riotous c<»rduct,-and shortly afteV^eight of 
•the wiiiKsseswere murdered. Afte^s^^rds, 
there were great enurmitirs conniiit- 
ted in Sligo, u= if the) meant to dare the 
govt^iimeuc. What! would,you give up 


concluded that' very little Acility of 
(Tuiting the‘array would^%ined.by pas-/ 
sing tlie Catholic Officers biiHM|The 
ceedingsthat Rad been taken 
of that bill were calsulated tov^e the 
Catholics ihiifk tfau English ik^iiemie& of 
themselves and their religionrTIe repro¬ 
bated the versatility of system pursued 
witUrespeetto Ireland ; a system atone tiiiio 
maintaining high ProU^tant ascendancy* 
and at another lithe conceding all to the 
Catholics. Either concede every thing, or 
come to a firm resolution to concede no 
more. He reprobated the practice of go¬ 
verning Ireland by a faction; and recom¬ 
mended not to discourage loyalty, nor to 
practise on the people for parly purposes. 

It would be unhrcomiiig the dignity of par- 
liuniLut to grant any iiidulgenec to men 


of Ireland at present were in. 

(.ord UoUand expressed great surprise at 
the language which the lu^de earl who bad 
just sat down bad held respecting the go¬ 
vernment of Ireland and the conduct of 
the duke of Bedford, a lieutenant who had 
endeared himself to every class of liis ma¬ 
jesty's suhji'cts in that part of the empire, 
and whose departure was the subject of 
uhiveisal rogrrt, as his Administration had 
been the subject of universal approbation, 
riiough he had not the local information 
of the noble lord, and was connected with 
no factions and no factious families in Ire¬ 
land, he would venture to assert that the 
duke of Bedford’s vice-ntyally was looked 
upon in a very different light from that in 
winch the no^ie lord had placed it. And,, 
after all, what w^s the amount of thecharge 
against the duke of Bedford, and the anec¬ 
dote which had been alluded to, but that 
tjie lord lieutefiant had refused to listco to 


to toction^nd clurnour what you rdu’se ic^ those, who pressed for violent and exlraor- 


loyai reoresurttHti ML? Th ere v,rc\woci 
which hu could the 

most loyal gMill(*inen in IrclaL'd were pro 

S d ; th^ were certain]/ Ijonou’'ablv 
ted, but tli^i^udges lltniBelves ob- 
tbat'^iey nad neve/' seen 8uch,a 
Jous conspiracy^gawt ayy man, us 
tliat against llir.W^jw^their loyalty whs 
Mipposed to M ihfuf^hiy crime. It was a 
' Strange remedy to removing the 

fiiscontenU of*the liiwer classes of the Cd- 
UiolpiB, by promo ng the higher ranks to 
the top of the uruiy. e From the known 
, fact tbotA'V’ reginients lately rai^d by 
of high Catholic cbnncctioii, 
* raised by ordinary recruiting, be 


iiimry measures to put klown some distur¬ 
bances whicli unhappily bad prevailed, and 
persisted in eravfloying the .vigour of fbe 
law alone in fiijintaining and restoring the 
pnblic tranquillity ? Ind*;ed, respecting the 
state of Ireland, different noble lords had 
given difTerciit views.* *^One said that Ire¬ 
land was quiet, and to bring forward any 
question abdul the Catholics wa^ unneces¬ 
sary. The noble lord who spoke last, how- 
tver, said ihut disturbancf't; prevailed; and 
seemed to censure the duke of Bedforil’s 
dd ministration on that accotint. If any 
ilyng, however,more than another, rerom- 
l^ind cd the conduct of the dokc of Bedford 
to people of Ireland and to the lovers of 
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3 e constituti 
traorclinary 
no me 

topic 
have 
to the i 


it was that he claimed no 
wers, and bad put in exe- 
ur^ of severity* These 
j, __veral others,, seem^ to 
i^hduced with little application 
diate question before the house 



whicli couSSt^d of two parts* The motion 
expressed two things, regret at the change 
which had taken place at thi(k*time iujiis 
majesty’s government, and asserted that it 
would be unconstitutional lor any minister 
to ^ive any pledge not to give ins majesty 
advice on any particular subject. It was 
said, that this was dragging the king before 
parliament, and ailtiug in judgment upon 
him. This doctrine itad been most ably 
answered by sCNenil of his noble friends 
who .had already spokcTi, and particularly 
by his noble and learned friend (lord It- 
skine) who had delivered u speech of so 
much ability and constitutional information, 
that to those most familiar with his elo¬ 
quence, it seemed to excel any of his far¬ 
mer exhibitions. ^ If, however, he under¬ 
stood any thing of the constitulif>n of this 
country, its freedom, its tranquillity, nay 
its safety, were involved in the maxim, that 
the king could do no wrong; which the 
doctrines on the other side tended ctim- 
pleiely to overlliro^. He was much sua- 
prised ii9 find that his noble friend (lord 
Sidmouth) had given countenance to such 
doctrines, und*bad maintained that there 
were circumstances in which the king was 
his own adviser, and instanced the remarks 
on measures submitted by the cabinet. 
But surely tiiis was no proof that the king 
could act without a responsible adviser, 
iiut the contrary. If ministers, after re¬ 
ceiving sui.h remark^ ^d suggestions, 
thought proper to adopt and act upon 
them, most undoubtedly ttey became re¬ 
sponsible. In no iiwQnce whatever di9 
the constitution presume the king to be 
without a responsible adviser. A stronger 
instance than the chse^f lord Dauby 
could not be eonceived.^Tl 4 at was a case 
when lyrd Dauby bad been engaged in 
something relative to a negociation ; but ft 
inight have been matter in wiiich the 
king’s conscience miglt have been concern¬ 
ed. Yet, though the king, jn the most 
authentic manner, and not in any garbled 
extract of a cabinet minute published in a 
newspaper, expressed his opinion and satis¬ 
faction of lord Dauby's conduct; though 
the king too£ the seals and gave them to 
the purse-bearer to affix to the pardon, fef 


Daoby’a defenae, pleading the lung’s con»- 
mands, was an aggravation of bis oSence, 
as it tended to bold up tjie king to public 
odium. Who, tbeji, are the persons re¬ 
sponsible for every of the king! Those 
surely who publiclyCppear and give effect 
to the views of the king. It was not ne¬ 
cessary therefore to seek lor secret advisers. 
Those who gave ^fTect to the resolutions of 
the king, were responsible; and if a con¬ 
trary principle were onde to be sanctioned, 
and to be supposed the ]awv>ftbe land, the 
constilutiun wasafan end, the functions of 
parliament were a jest. Nothing more would 
be necessary than to make any public mea 
sure a questum of conscience, and from 
tlgit moment acts might be done for which 
there was no responsibility. Parliament 
had, in every case, in the' exerciy; of the 
king’s legislative authoiity, as well as every 
fttiier, always presumed that he acted by 
advice, and they had addressed him, to know 
who were his advisers. In the present 
case the pledge of its,elf| though iiighly un¬ 
constitutional was little in comparison with 
the principle tliatthe king can do no wrong; 
which must be totally'subverted'if it was 
established that acta could be done, from 
which the most iiuportanlNiapsequences 
proceeded, and yet there were 
sible advisers.—The nobl^ lo^ here pK>t 
ceeded to illustrate these positions, and al\ 
luded to the letters under the signature of\ 
Scxvula, which had appeared in the Morning 
Chronicle on the subject. Sir Williani 
Temple had king that be doubted 4 

whether ityere not a coinradicfeon to sqp-** 
pose thayrie could mi^^roun9^lors*that 
were ftounsel. What sir \V. Temple • 
thuugfit a contradiction, \be upp*ointment 
of the present rninistei's seemed to render 
matter of fact. An allusion had been jpade 
Jo a supposetf pledge given by Mr. Pitt oa 
Catholic question previous |o Ris coming 
in 1804^ such a report 

was wSR^^-lteifilleay it was clear that some 
person had wen tlie bearer of tBe pledge 
of Mr. Pitt, who then out; andyf so, 
it was obviols that s*cl«t iqfluencl 
agency bad bee^myloyecrMPsiemovjn'] 
noble vUceun( powi 

1804. Next, wit^SKect'^ the misun¬ 
derstanding which prevailed on the . 
'subject of the Mil brought iqfo parliament, , 
he would say little. It was not doubted 
that such a misut^eratanding fisted? and 
this circiftnstauce alone could hl^ led hin^ 
to coficue in ha being withflrum. i Bdt * 

I ti. __ __•_ 


the house of commons voted, that lercn when\he bill was withdrawn*and 
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, 9 ^ ^inende honorable ioade ivith respec. 

no^ fee wfih %hat proprie^ 
a'discussion of that nie^ore was necessai^ 
to,decide the present cioestion. With re¬ 
spect to the bill ils^f, it was uell known 
^that its principle, indeed in a much larger 
extent, had rebeived the approbation oi 
aimo^r all the leading men in this rountr)’. 
hlr.Piit had expressed hanselfinthestnjug- 
est'fernis as to thp policy, nay the necessity 
ofcathuliccpncession. Another person of the 
most extraordinary ulcgits, Mr. Burke, had, 
to bis last moment, earnestly recommended 
jdie repeal of alt (he disabilities in the Ca- 
body. Was it not shameful, then, 
\hat an outcry should be raised against the 
late ministers as enemies to the ciiurcli,dbr 
proposing part pf what Mr. Piltand so many 
Others bad so mud) approved of ?Nay, 8 evcra! 
of those in the new ministry, and connecterl 
with had entertained«imilur sentiment?, 
and he left it t<i the noble viscount (Mcl> 
ville^ tr) argue the policy of the measure 
with those of the* new ministry, who at¬ 
tempted to raise clamours and disturbance 
on pretence of dauber from popery on ac- 
count ot' this measure. The noble lord 
then touche^on some observations made 
. on llv*gB)idTIte of the cabinet, in which the> 
nrwed.the rig|;it to submit to his ruajesty 
^whatever irfvicc respecting the Cattmlics 
/circumstances might require. "He was sur* 
priaed to hear the noble viscount(Sidniouth) 

Buy thtit it would be unconstitutional for 
any member of tbecrowsi^ vote in parlia¬ 
ment in labour of any meusm^tlmt had not 
tbeitingi^pprobati^ But,su\^ly, nothing 
was more unfouBd^rd. h would\ot be pre- 
* tended «bat M 9 ; Pitt had lh*e k?Ws per- 
inission to vote on the slave trade, or m pro¬ 
pose parliscnentary reform. As to the reser- 
f'ailbn coQtaiued in the cabinet minute pre- 
fented to^the king,almost ttwassuperl]uou% 
because it sgerow ^nly wliat was^heir d^y 
to do, but in 

the reservation, it would hye been said 
tfai^they bftd deceived the mngi in agita- 
tiDQnaitershe h^^bougbt ttne abandoned, 
now ca^^U a few^rds of the npw 

listers, howeve^^miable some of 
them night life, or however 

qualified toAbine neither bouse of parHa- 
it could uerae forgotteu, that a 
twelvemonth tgo they bad &nsidered them'- 
selyes incuMble. But, when to this was ad¬ 
ded, thatJ^ey came in iifon oncoq^titutioDal 
gropud^/b^ reason to regr^ the change was 
streqgthened. It bad-b^ng asked,J 
■Divever, Would you take from the king 


httodrs mlM- 
irliament f ^ 
live 

subject, 


the -prerogative of <€110011 
I'ters, and give it to the 
surely; but parliambnt mi, 
xice on tbieas well as'eve 
and a more import^t occastopf yioing so 
never uccutred. Allusion hadVen made 
Co the case of 1784, and mlide to 

his noble fri^d, late at the bead of his ma¬ 
jesty's councils, on that subject. But, if be* 
were disposed 10 retaliate on ibis fioiut, be 
might appeal to fhe duke of Portland; and 
claim his aid against lord Grenville, He was 
not disposed, however, to do so; he was 
content with the situation in which those 
noble lords stood in this matter. But 
there really was no inconsistency whatever 
in his noble friet^ on this occasion. In 
1/84, he might think that there was no oc¬ 
casion to adviH! Ins majesty; but at present 
having no conridence in ministers, he might 
consider it proper and seasonable for par¬ 
liament to advise his majesty. But surely 
III every respect things i^ere now different 
h-om whiit-they werein 1/84, when parlia¬ 
ment was dissolved. Yet now it was un- 
roiisliiutionally threatened that parliameul 
shouM be dissolved if it would uoi support 
numsters. in 1734, we wereat peace ; now 
we Vre engaged in a niost difficult and dan¬ 
gerous war. T^en, Mr. Pitt had recently 
come forward in public life, sup^rted by 
the immense reputation of his fatiier, and 
himself affording the highest promise to 
many. Now, the duke of Portland whs at the 
head of administration, and in all resjjects 
different. It would be cruel to push the com¬ 
parison. But Could the present adiniuis- 
tration, composed of such materials, expect 
to make any iiimrq^siou 011 tlie country bt 
affecting the low, and fullcwing the exam¬ 
ple of Mr. Pitt ? It was a degradation of 
jiarliameht; iV 'yas a degradation of the 
country' to suppose fi. Often it had been 
remarked that breaqfieajnfreegovernments 
were made by men qfwplendid talents, and 
that they had p^cTthe way for follower of 
the lowest cbaracier. CarsAr made way for 
Catiline and the duke of Porilandamitated 
Mr. Pitt in establishing bimseif in "power 
Lagainst the consiiiutjp*. But if any thing 
'tfOuld more tlroroughly paint the ill effects 
of the succaasofMr. Pitt in 1784, it would 
be Ihe attempts now made to imitate him, and 
no small evil of that success it'oold br, 
the country being brought to endure the 
present proceedings. But it .was madnew 
m the new ministers, the dregs, the lees, 
ifle nncings of all fonuer admmieirations, 
to* think that they could excite thatfervour, 
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•tr Undid Uu^enthaiMtaiy wbicb tupporled 
Mr. Pitt. It they attempted to procoi^ 
•^TpMet filled \ itb tbe bigotry which 
some teemed to inditlgft and that 

religto^enimosity they were so eager to 
«xciteA)^y would only be Uirowing a slur 
on Mr. stigmatibing those opinions 

which h^pertdined. As te the late ad- 
ibinutration, he would say fi<f more tjian 
was necessary to defend tliem against the 
refletUons cast on thenf. lie took a%iew 
of their economical regulations, their plaiis 
kir auditing the public ac.cuuntb, then mi¬ 
litary B\stcin, and various other points, and 
concluded with observing, that it was one 
ot tbe evils of the new adniuii&tratioii that 
they united no great goition of the peo¬ 
ple, or consderable interests in their fa- 
Toui, while they came into power with a 
pledge .igHinst four zuiHions ut their fellow 
subjects. 

'1 he iLarl of fVe^hnoreland contended that 
the pledge had on}y been demanded in edn- 
sequence of the previous pledges that had 
been required of his majesty by the mmis- 
terb. 1 be late ministers had given a great 
many promises, but had done very little. 
They had done nothing of any consequence, 
either with respect td our army, our ith\>, 
ourhuanres, or an> thing else. He mans- 
tamed tfiatthe system acted upon by him- 
self and his colleagues, on all occasions, 
with respect Aliehud, had been one of 
coociliattou and mercy. '1 lie late ministry, 
though they united **AU thelalents" of the 
country, had realized nunc of their mag. 
Bificent promises. The present ministers 
however, humble and foolish as they were, 
^ould support the king and his prerogalue. 

Lari Datitify maintaibe<tthat, if the late 
ministers had given the pledge demanded, 
they would haveabandunej^tfluir dut>, tbeir 
honour,and the cause^Mfie constitution and 
tlie country. Theijp ^ould be no doubt, 
that It was lontrarwo the constitution to 
gnm a pledge of this nhui^ It was imoos- 
aiblei 111 coRSideriug this que*stion of pledges, 
fiot to advert to the claims of thte Catliolics, 
which*bad given rise to the difference bi^ 
tween his majesty and hii late ministers. 
He wAs of opinion, \hat tbe restrictioiMTl 
ought to be done away ; but ^t the same 
time, be was convinced, that this couU not 
be done with advantage, Without the con- 
seat of the parliament and of the king. He 
therefore thought it imprudent at piesent 
to agitate the question at all, as itonly served 
to keep expectation alive, which was sure to 
USeet witlidisappomtoieot. He thought thert- 
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lore, that the late ministers might have burly 
told tbe Catholics, that they were fidendly 
to their claims, but, th^ there at p'^ent 
existed an obstaeje, which it was impotsi- 
ble to remove, ana ^at therefore it would 
be tbeir interest to rfmain quiet for tbe pnt« 
sent. He was sure the sensible part of tba 
Catholics would feel the force of this rea» 
soning, whatevei; might be the condudt of a 
lew agitators in Dublin, whose speeches 
had l^en published. * He concluded by 
declanng.thathe felt himself bound by every 
sense of duty and %f respect for tbe cousti- 
tutioa, to support the original motion. 

Lord Grmuile observed, that, late as the 
hour was, he must state, as simrtly as be 
cpuld, the grounds ou which he would sup* 
port tbe prnent motion, which must, id 
his opinion, be voted lor by evgiy maoi 
unless he was conipnted to go away with 
the impression that tbe constitutioa was 
completely overturned. He did not say 
that their lordships must feel then\^lves 
bound to vote forthefir8{pait of the motion, 
though he was grateful to his noble friend 
who proposed it i but be must say, with* 
out affectation, that he regretted the dis¬ 
missal of the late ministry, because they 
had a system m tram, wulGI^Nwa• working 
for the best interests of tbe countTyx,^e 
said nothing of himself, but {^nly 'looR'i 
at tbe taleifts of his colleagues, whose unA 
weaned exertions and enlightened tkws« 
afforded the best hopes to the country. but 
if be regretted the loss which the ^untry 
would sustaic^omNheir dismissal, be felt 
that regretyfoubled when he co^dered 
whom th^ were succ^ad^d. nfi di^not 
mean disrespect t^tem individUallyi, 
but Idoked at their systea^ tbe gfoubdl of 
their conduct, end tlie unconstitutional 
doctrines which they held 4 With reBtrtI 
|i> tlie ui igin of tbe ditlcrence between bit 
m^t^sty end his late ministers, he wouM 
no^Baoter upon it, a** t.wntiBd stated It be* 
lore, wittf life petmission of his sovereign^ 
and he felt useless Dec:essary,l>eiiiasemf 
statement h» nut bev^ shaken by. ^ 
thing now saiA though attempti 
be*en made, a^^ a^ fominSsgca^ 
garblo anep mxsrebKMOLJj^y Ming 
tached parts of it!*^ado&U bad been 
expressed wlietbef Up/dtaft oHa dispatol 
Ihouid be laid before hS ma|fsty. He 
had tome experience in this way, had 
the practice of ^Uieft, andacoi 
ni»ny doctiments; \nd ffierefoi^be coi 
state with confidence, that it wi 
conimuii method and the best^aitbl 
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^ employed^ b«caaie* tbe kiog 
14 M eiwbled to ju^ better by seeing 
lAeiure Itself tneo by sny expla&a** 
In tbe parrtcolar dispatch adverted 
of which he had prepared the draft* it 
was distinctly stated,%bat the act of 179^ 
did not extend to generals on tbe staff* and 
it was then stated, that it was desirable to 
enable all his majesty's subjects to bold any 
diUitary commissions wUktcver; and be 
was astonished at his noble friend when he 
founded an ^rgpment upon this, that tbe 
technical terms of an c.ct of parliament 
were not used in such a dispatch. When 
he mentioned any military commission 
whatever,*' he undoubtedly meant that 
these woHs should cover all military com* 
nsissioos, and nobody could read Jt will 
attention withc^t being conviticed of this. 
The woHl ** appointmeut" was merely ad- 


had doubts u to tbe of the itst» 

whicb was sent to the duke of Bedford { ^ 
^at apble lord bad full opportunity ofg^^ 
ttderihg it. y pon a fair view of all tbe cif^ 
cumstances connected with this traSwctioOt 
he was satisfied that do candid iia|^ would 
see any thing to justilyt or ev^^pd^uie the 
reproaches sor liberally heaped upon him* 
self and his colleagues. With the question 
now*under discussion, however, that trans¬ 
action had notoDpection whatever. For 
when the period did arrive that tlie misun¬ 
derstanding as to the bill referred to was 
found to exist, and the bill in consequence 
was abandoned, the proposition was made 
which called for this motion. As to the 
dilemma put respecting this abandonment, 
be begged to mak^ one short observation. 
A noble lord on the other side (lord Mul- 
grave) had asked, why the bill abandoned 


ded In tbe bill in order *tbat the shadow of<^ should have been at all proposed if not 


doubt* might not be left; but be should 
be very well satisfied if the bill were al¬ 
lowed^ to pass without that word, because 
he had not the slightest doubt that the 
words of the dispatch went to tbe full ex¬ 
tent to which tbe matter could be carried 
by tbe addition. But still be was convin¬ 
ce that thM< must have been a miscon- 
ceptiop,tt,^^niiB misconception, however, 
h^icsfa htp collgggues bad left nothing in 
l^ir powertmdoiie to renaove. AVith a 
^iewthis, they presented to his majes- 
'ty a remonstrance as dutiful and respectful 
as subjects could offer to their sovereign; 
the purport of which strance was to 
jfhew, tbatAe act in their contemplation 
"wasjnerqjy calcula^a to carryiinto effect 
. tbe act of tbe jii& parliarofo^n 1793, 
‘ with the^spirit of which it would haVe been 
^ manifestly inconsistent tp grant those ar¬ 
rangements which were afterwards object¬ 
ed %o. yTfae noble lord, after dweJlin 
Oaore at J^rge upon the arguments of th 
remoDstraDCe rmrred to, as to consi 
tirrnn nf (rrnrrnl jiinrirnltni/i nf riasitTl and 
particular policy, proceede/^to remark 
tip<m*the words, ^at bis lu^esty ** would 
t^o one sten^orther tfcn the act, ' 
I this Q^>iitrvatioa allied to. This 
he cy^fEended, wks^^thing more nor 
than bis majesty bad 

£een Irequptly inraimed by the conver-, 
Salioin held with hi^ anc^ the dispatcher 
submitted to his revision, before they were 
lei^to UiuOTernment of Ireland. With 
rqgard toffthoso dispatcoes, he was reaJly 
astouisM y) heat his nobje friend on tbe 
Crob|iu£ch (lord Sidmoutb) seals, that be 





necessary, and if so necessary, why it should 
have been abandoned ? but he would b«g 
that noble lord to put this dilemma to 
some of the persons connected with him, 
to those who seceded in 1801, but parti¬ 
cularly to put it, for instance, to lord Cas- 
tlereagh, who had so particularly pledged 
himt^lf to the Catholic question; who had, 
It) fact, brought that quy&tioii from Ireland 
with him. AVith regard to the co«*onation 
oath, he would ask, whether ttiere could be 
any man in that house Uhu had front 
enough to maintain, that after the Irish act 
had been sanctioned, wbich allowed tbe 
Catholics to bold certain commissions, it 
would be a violation of that oath to allow 
them to hold the rank ot generals ? The 
idea was quite untenable, as indeed* in his 
judgment, was# e\^ry other proposition 
which would impress an opinion that to con¬ 
cede to thecU^ms of the Catholics would at 
dl interfere general system which 

the coronation oath bound the king to main¬ 
tain, 'i'be noble lof^eprobated in strong 
terms the artific^ ji^rted to by ministers 
and their aclbe/euts, to excite a fanatical 
spirit in the country. lie shewed^ that so 
far from the present ministers being uni¬ 
formly approved of J}y Mr. Pitt, as a 
^ble lord (Mulgrav^ had stated, that il¬ 
lustrious person had on many occasions 
marked very particularly his disapprobation 
of tbe greater part of them, and quoted tha 
instances in which be condemned the con¬ 
duct of some of them, particularly lord 
Hdwkasbury, when presiding at the foreign 
drpartment. The noble lord observed 
ugon tbe explanation, which be had laid 
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to the Btekuiiiieu of 
»letif wd alacii^ with 


Mbtw the bouie with reuptsct to *l!&« Ca¬ 
tholic bill, and Uie pledge required 
eelf and his colleagoest and concloden with 
Itatingi that the manntr in which the 

presdlf administratitn was formed, and the 
persons 9 / which it was composed, he could 
not think of giving it i\s support. 

Lord contend^^tbat the whole 

of the statement madeby the noble baron, 
and of the debates to which that statement 
gave rise, were proceeAigs altogether irre- 
gularand unparliamentary. The noble baron 
had accused him and his colleagues of being 
the first set of ministers who had shrunk from 
responsibility, afid meanly endeavoured to 
shelter themselves under the wings of their 
sovereign. He would^ell that noble baron, 
that he and his colleagues were the first 
ministe;8 who, in order to cloak their own 
roiscunductond absurdities, had $0 straiigr-J 
]y ventured to arraign the personal conduct 
of his majesty at their lordships* bar. ^ He 
(lord Huwkesbury) bad acted from u scn‘:e 
of duty in accepting a place in the present 
administration ; and as long as he was 
conscious of acting upon such grounds, he 
should never shrink Ironi the responsibility, 
to whatever extent jt might be carried, to 
which his ollicial situation made him liable, 
lie lidj^ always ISeen adverse to granting 
any further concessions to the Catholics, 
and even to^cherisliiug any such hope 111 
their minds. It was that hope which kept 
Ireland in a state of cotilmual lerment 
and agitation, and until il was laid at rest, 
there wuuhl be no permanent traiujuillity 
in that country. Tlie Catholics of heland 
^ were, he was certain, perfectly grateful for 
the many indulgencgs which the wliole 
reign of his majesty was distinguished for 
granting to them: and e^ally confident 
did he feel, that tliej^«^uld demonstrate 
that gratitude by Uf^stead'y loyalty, andij 
falsify the contra^ •prophecies, in which 
the noble baton seeWed so much inclined to 
imfulge. 

Earl Camden rose to repljf to some allu¬ 
sion^ fhat bad been made to his coudty:t, 
while at the head of the Irish government. 
Hie noble earl d^ed that be was tied by 
any pledge, on entering into the present 
adtninistration, and conclude with givin| 
Ms support to the motion for adjournment 

Earl Moira rose to explain certain pointa 
^hich bis noble friend (lord Grenville) had 
omitted, and contended that it was not in 
the nature of man, that the Catholics shqpld 
desist from prosecuting their claims^ th^ 
concession of which they conceived ^em-^ 


selves to be.entitlad 
their loyaltjf mnd (be 
'which they wiere anxioug to join in resenU 
ing the common enemy. 

The Lord CAanc^or (Eldon^ 
his noble friend (lord Hawkesbuty) is ff* 
presenting the present and a former dt^ 
cussion as wholly new» irregular, and un¬ 
parliamentary. ■ Indeed, be thought the 
sense of their lordships should be strongly 
masked to that efiect on their Journals. As 
to the insinuatiotj^ that hafl bben personally 
thrown out against himself, as having been 
one of those who secretly advised his ma¬ 
jesty to dismiss his late ministers, he should 
treat them only with the contempt they 
deserved. The circumstance of his having 
hid the aiviieiice of Jiis majesty, he had 
stated to the iiuble baron (lord Qienville), 
mid ljttru*>tod that that noble lord was per¬ 
fectly well satisfied with the sincenty of his 
statement. The piily pledge be had given 
WAS the uniform tenour of bis pulilic Jifr. 
Ills majesty asked norther, and he should 
continue to serve his sovereign to the best 
ut his abilities, without fearing any respon- 
silntity that might* attach to his official 
conduct. 

The Duke of Norfolk spbke in favour of 
the originnl question. After the 

question being universally sailed for, the 
iiuuse di^ded on the motion* of lord l^o- 
nngdoD, that the house do now ddjour^ 

Contents (present) • ■ . 135 

Proxies . ..* 3(> ‘ 


V ■ ■ ■ 

Lents (p«ent) • • 

• • • • • 
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>'y 


Non-cf^lents (pi 
Proxies 

A 

Majority .*.8> 

—Adjourne^i at seven o’clock on Tuesday 
morning. ^ * 
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HOtT»E OF COXMOM 9 , 

Monday^ ApHl 13. 

[Mikutm.] New writs were ordered 
to be isfeued for the electioa of members 
for the following places • for Marlborough 
in the room of the earl oi Dalkeith, now loi d 
^lynedale, called to the hou^e of peers; 
for Bedwin. in Abe room of \iscount Stop- 
ford, «ho bad accepted ybe office of comp¬ 
troller olfos majesty's household; forMit 
chell, in the room of sir Arthur Wellesitj, 
who accepted the oflficc of chief secre- 
taiy to the lord Iieifteaant Ireland; for 
Eye, lu the room of lord Huntley, now bar 
ron Gordon, called up to the bouse of peers. 

[Pooa-LAWs Bilia] Mr. Whitbread, 
in consequence of the business which was 
fixed for to-moTrow, wished to postpone 
tbe f g^ mltoUtal of the bill which be had 
brafl^t ID ^ on»' that subject, till Fri 
4iy. He took tliat opportunity of sta 
ktiDg, ^faat in consequence of numerous 
communications which be had received, 
he bad* thought that it would be the 
way to divide hi^original bill into 
Ufcjee suarate bills. The firA of those 
bills foeuM be witb^^pect to the Poors' 
'*fand; the secom^^ould be, fora better 
muliiatibn ^f yie county rates; and the 
^ird would coplain all lh6 remaining ob 

Id conseqjience, how¬ 
ever, of sig^ntions and communications 
which he had received, heintendecMo leave 
out of bis bill the clauses respe cting^ ™* 
ac^udtcauon of settlemenU, ajld tw for 
rating pei^nal property* 

Ufnh said, thA the subject 
wif dhe which, i^haps, n^e than any 

inos^ <foli|4rate conside- 
ca]m .discjudlon. After 




for tbpt t^rioqa and ciUm copsideratiop 
which waa pecessary for a aubiect of sopb 
magnitude, imporunce, and diffitqky. 
The case, asfitnow sfood^ was this: the 
statute of Elizabeth had been found not 
sufficient to ^produce the efiects which it 
proposed. Jt therefore became nece&bary 
that some farther legislative provision 
shoqld be mdde. He gave his bon. mend 
great credit for the attention be bud be¬ 
stowed to this sub 5 ect, and bop^d, tint a 
greutrpart of hi^ bill would be pu luctive 
of the best consequence^, bu^ hi v\a«>sorry 
that the clause tespe(UIl^ th id ixation of 
the setlleinent ]as\s wa t4> ’< Utt out, as 
that appeared to him to oe u u r f the best 
parts ot the bill, lor the leasons he bad 
before mentioned, he should wish the con* 
sideration of the measure should be post¬ 
poned to a much latei period, perhaps to 
fthe next seistciii. 

Mr. l^kitbtcad said, it roust be, indeed, 
a pbsillanimouR parliament that would suC 
fer Itself to be deterred from the prosecu¬ 
tion of its public duties by such a threat, 
which was certainly as indecent, indiscreet, 
and unparliamentary, as could possibly 
have been thrown out. Iliat threat, how¬ 
ever,*’should have uo influence upon bis 
nn»d. He could not se^ any good conse¬ 
quences likely to result from protracting 
to a later period the discussion; nor di<| 
It appeal to him, that that was the most 
likely mode to gam for the subject the ful¬ 
lest degree of attention and consideration. 
When a dtscussiou was put oft lunger than 
was necessaiy, the atteution of mankind 
was apt to relax; whereas, if it was brouglit 
on while the subject was warm in their 
minds, it was likely to command more at¬ 
tention. and to to as well considered. 
He had left ouYlPany parts of the bill, m 
c6nsequepce of roftfhaunications received 
from a variety of qjii^rs, and he was 
happy to ackpowledge^ublicly, the grea^ 
obligations he fet^B^those gentomen w^ 
had thus assisted him with their observa¬ 
tions, He had not given up thtit part 
wRich related (o the relaxation of tbsr law 
of settlements, but that part which 
sheeted the adjudication of settiementf 


After the .-f - — —- -- -y 

thralt that hw^'bMiTwf&wn out a few even-^nor to the (.removal of a panper. Al- 
IQgsuo, thmpar)iai^t should be dissoW Itbough he had received some opioioas 

th^ di^ not agree tb this or that fvourable to hia original idea in that respect, 
of the present administration, itj^et the balance of opimoas waa muUi 
w «4ost Appdssible expect, that, in I against it. He hoped, by yieUtuig to those 
the cotmew ^ present session* or per-1 opinions, the objections to bis original bdl 
|v paruament. If that ^rreat I wdhld to done away, and that considerable 

act^ npoo, there should be time I tfood would be proceed by it 
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Mr. Sktw Lrferre bfgged it to be imde^ 
stood that, in wishing to postpone the busi* 
iiesSt be acted under no impresMon wbet- 
ever of the description allud«d to; for no 
tbrsBS^ whatever should deter him from 
doing his duty as an independent member 
of parliament.—^The bill was then commit¬ 
ted pro JbrtHd, and ordered tea be recommit- 
' ted on Friday. • • ^ 

[FivaNCB Committee.] The Hon- J. 
Ward ruse to ask a question relative to a 
matter of the highest importance. The 
question related to a transaction which it 
was reported bad taken place in the Army 
Pay-office, and wtiicb been brought to 
light by the Committee of Finance. As 
the circumstauce was of the greatest iin« 
portance in itself, as it*very much affected 
ihe individual principally concerned, and 
us it wus a matter peculiarly fit to be taken 
*S>p in that house, he hoped that some mem¬ 
ber would state, whether the report cir¬ 
culated on this point was or was not \feJl 
founded ? 

Ix)rd Hefirj/ Pvtty replied, that the chair¬ 
man of the finance committee was not in 
|he house, otherwise he would probably 
have given such an answer to his hon. 
friend as would saitify him. Yet ae he 
had sometimes at|pnded that committee, 
and particularly as he bad attended it that 
day, he was happy to be able to give an an¬ 
swer to the T^uestion. He bad only to 
state, that in the course of the examination 
pf a Mr. Thomas, a fact had come out 
which the committee thought it their duty 
to investigate with the most scrupulous at¬ 
tention ; and, since the discovery alluded 
*to, the committee had accordingly been di¬ 
ligently engaged upon this«delicate transac¬ 
tion, and a member of that house, who bad 
been formerly paymasterqf^dbe forces, had 
been carefully exaroiusfdr What the coma 
mittee meant to do^ this point be did not 
precisely know, bu^iffwas of course to be 
sugpoaed that they wb^J^ not dismiss the 
su^ect without a full investigation of the 
qaBtter,^d making such a report as their 
duly &nd the nature of the case shoufo 
seem to them to require. 

Mr. Ward thanked the noble lord (of 
tbe statement which he bad made, and bo- 


As he believed these woidd be no opposi¬ 
tion to this motion, be had only to p^t the 
house in possession of bis objedt, which 
would best appear from altatement uf facts. 
Early in the iMt aufomn, tbe commissionere 
of tutliUiy enquiry iflought it their duty to 
communicate to the commissioners of the 
treasury part of tbe 4th report, which recooH 
mended tfaeappointuieia of a barrack board, 
to be substituted mstead of a barrack-mas* 
ter-geoeral. The comottssioners of the 
treasury proved of the recommendation, 
and thought that Euch a board ought to be 
appointed. This was communicated to hw 
majesty, who approved oi the measure, and 
affixed his signature to it, and tbe business 
i^ght have b^n completed before tbe late 
ministers quitted office; but it had some¬ 
how happened that tbe firivy seal was not 
affixed to the commission, and the obble lord 
l^ljo now held it hiud not thought proper to 
affix it. He would not now question the pro¬ 
priety of withholding tbe seal from it. His 
object merely was to have the intenflonsof 
the late ministry on' tlTis point before the 
house; but be might at least nay on this 
occasion, that he hoped no deffuitive ar. 
rangement would take place till the report of 
the commissioners bad been foUyconsidered. 
He trusted that the house would -ff^ously 
consider the report and th^nethod of ^e- 
venting tbe recurreuce of such abuses as 
had been found to prevail in tliis depart- / 
ment. He concluded by moving, Uiat\be w 
minute of the late commissioners.of thp 
treasury, respecting tlie appointment ofm 
barrack commission be laid before 
house. 

The CAaa^Uor of ^liiExchfquer said hsi 
bad DO objection to the rn&ion. On coming* 
into office, he had found tie case to be ex-\ 
actly as the noble lord had stated it to bit. ' 
But this mattbr required great qonsicl^ra* 
tion. It^ippeared that it had referred 
to^lhe barrack commissioners abd the cump- 
trolim»of frmy accounts, and they bad/ 
found great ufiicuhy in tlw buaiwess, and 
therefore it wpametbo^ who were *1ft be 
responsible fol affixing \j\pnv^ 3eal,fto 
cautious how\^ey appowtfti ^oe rsoiV^to 
offices, and ado^^atl the a rraq^mei , 
without an op)x>rtui)litfSk^tfflM considering 


ped that the.committee would make a spe- Bthe subject. He ceiwily ha^o desire to 
cial report on the subject* ||irecipitate me^redfbbt at tbe same ume, * 

•[Baesack CouMissiOK.] Lord kthe observation oftte noblfflord did not 
Pfttjf rose ponoant to notice, to move for Pvery well apply hgre, wheube i^moignd-. 

- • . . - *ed the mature ccmki^rationof™ reports 

for be and his colleagues llaciac'vted ih» • 
mcasi^ nefqre any report ok all , 


the prodvciioR of the treasury minute for 
appoiotioga barrack Commission, to execute 
the duties ofthp barrack-maitBr-geDe^.*{ 
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presented. But he agreed to Uw prcx^ucUon 
«f tb^ minute. 

Lord Hairy Peipf in expleoation said, that 
he and bis colleagues had fully considered 
Use subject on the repoh of the cornmis* 
wouers, and there wA this difference be* 
tween the two cases, that the report was 
now before the house, whereas then it was 
not expected to be brought forward for 
some time. 

Mr.* lyindiam stated, that two out of 
the three comptrollers of army accouuts 
concurred in the propiSety of the mea* 
aore.—^The motion was tfaeii agreed to. 

[Loam iMTsaBST BiLuJThe bouse having 
resolved itself into a committee on this bill, 

'ilie ChanceUor ^ the Exchequer said that ]|e 
had no ol^ection to the interest of the lou ii be¬ 
ing secur^ for ^be present year according to 
the modd*pointed out in |he plan of the noble 
lord (H. Petty). He wished, however, to* 
avoid pledging- the house to approve of any 
part of that plan for the future. He was very 
ready to agree to the first object that was 
stated, to prevent any new taxation in the 
present year; he was ready to agree to the 
10 per cent, which was created for the in¬ 
terest of the loan of the present year, and 
the sinking fucid; but there were other 
partsQ^at very complicated system which 
req^lffr^ a mpsa? ample consideration than 
could be welRiestowed upon it in the course 
\^f t^ present session. There were many 
/objifctions to the principle of making per- 
n^^enttbose taxes which were originally 
f'lsed as mere war taxyC^ and making them 
fund which was yi secure the interest 
^th(^?jtihs. well informed, 

• tbat .mconsiderablpwgrec of sensation and 
^xfwtrsk had been weited by the idea of con- 
/CiBuing the duties on experts arfd tonnage 

* after the war, and be thought that was a 
part of thel^^le lord’s plan wljletf ought not! 
to be persevered in. What be meant now' 
to propose wXs, that the interest of th^^^n 

W this year should now remain on tifewar 
taxes as %h^^ged inf the nob1«lord's plan ; 
bat six mouths after theMnclusioii of 
unleu soaHLother mok were resol- 
bv^aslsmeotf^of s^^ring it eithfer 

_ \r the purpose, 

dr by'aew tajdb, i^p^d-thea be efaarge- 


in thanext session. The completion of kny 
permanent system must take a considerable 
tihwr and since the plan was originally 
proposed, a great deal of new light had been 
thrown upon the subiect, both in thS dis* 
cussions which took place in and out of that 
house. He concluded by proposing an 
amendment tdlhe clause in the bill agree- 
ablj{ to the ofis^ervations he had thrown out. 

Lord H. Petty said, that if the loan of 
the present year were secured in the man¬ 
ner which had been already determined by 
the resolutions of that bouse, he could have 
no objection to adjourn the consideration 
of the general merits of the plan be had tlie 
honour to bring forward to a future time, 
when it might be submitted to the fullest 
enquiry, and to the final judgment of par<i 
liaineiit. As to the alarm and sensation 
produced, if any such alarm did exist, it 
must have proceeded from a misunderstan** 
ding of what he had said. He had stated 
mdst expressly, that he did not wish to 
pledge the bouse to the continuance of any 
one of those taxes, but that he meant merely 
to assign that portion of the taxes, which 
was now represented by the war taxf*a, as 
the security of the loan ; and to pledge the 
houfc only to substitute other taxes for any 
ofithose which they iiiigHt resolve to discon¬ 
tinue. As for what taxes shou]d*be con¬ 
tinued after the war, and what should be 
discontinued, he had always stated, and 
still was of opinion, that the return of peace 
would be the proper period, in which that 
subject should be taken into consideration 

Sir r. Turton rose, to enter his protest 
against the plan of the noble lord, and par¬ 
ticularly that part of it which made the in-* 
come or property ta*x permanent. He had 
received a number of letters on the subject 
of the income<higand lie thought tfaat<»— 

• Mr. Hobhouse7(?bwirmn of the commit¬ 
tee, here intcrrupteci jhe hoii. baronet, 
and told him that tbeProperty tsot was not 
mortgaged by tfaejpumut bill, and bad to- 
tbing to do with it. 

Lord H 0 Petty said, that if the Imn. ba- 
rdnet would keep his speech for S'ot‘4 yeura, 
it might possibly then^ apply to some ques- 
flen relating to the property tax. 

Sir T. Tur^ said, that he had no ambi- 


aUtf SHi the |0rpKtBbl\^ consolidated fund J lion to make a speech upon the suf^t in 
Ua tfnsted^ bowevef, that the' boose woum three or four years. However, a< fie tfoar 
see that eiiaa|b had already been done ini fonnd that the property tax was not tm»t- 

’gaged at present, and that tbolofin wks to 
be secured on the war dutieft on customs 
aiM excise be fislt that be could nuttficSt 
;Vffkr bis objeetbns to the propony tax.' 


the | >esei rt a pB sion for prodding for the inte¬ 
rest of thoJoao of tlas year without any new 
*- taxes: ai^ffiowlfmiklwidi to leave the ^^eral 
^opea for the enquiry of the henae 
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Mr* H. Tkomton aljected tirtbe principle! 
which had been proposed by the chancellor i 
of the exchequer, of throwing generally 
upon the consolidated fund g loan which 
hgd been contracted for on a different secu¬ 
rity. He thought tliat this avas not nnl)' 
contrary to all precedent, but to that good 
faith which parliament owed to the public 
’ creditor. •• , 

Mr. HiukUson did not think the principle 
to very objectionable. Dy tlie present plan, 
the excesses of the consolidated fund were 
to he applied in a manner different from 
tlieir original destination, which might as 
well be called a. breach of faitli. it ap¬ 
peared to him that it would be giving tothe 
public creditor an additional security. 

Mr. Turnfj/ said, tTiat the principle of 
the right bon. genu was merely that the 
-war taxes should be security for the interest 
of the loan, and that after the peace that 
security was no longer to be continued. 
There never was before an instance of hny 
loan being secured merely on the future ex 
cesses of the consolidated fund. It had 
happened at different times last war, that 
there was no surplus, and that was a case 
which might again occur. Sometimes there 
was an actual deheisney, and in thapease 
this would provic)|! no security at all for 
the loafl of the present year. He could not 
conceive any objeciiou to letting the thing 
staud as it difl at present, at least us far us 
regarded the loan of this year. 

The‘ Chancellor of the Exchequer woulci 
have no objection to extend the period to 
twelve months, after peace, instead of six 
in which case parliament must meet, and 
*-wouId have time to decide finally on the 
aubject. lie thougHl ifolhing could be 
more objectionable tlian the principle of th< 
present plan, which w^*to pledge the 
house to continue ^iffmions of taxes a#a 
security for 12 mfflions of money. Tlie 
surplus of the coiy^iduted fund was now 
3^ millions, and Qt-di^ougbt that was 
very abundant security. It certainly would 
be pqpsible to avoid the pledging the 
wbolfi of the war taxes, by m^ing pern^ 
oent* some of the^ least objectionable o 
them. * • * 

Mr. Tierney egain proteste*^ against look 
ing to a supposed future excess of the con' 
solidated fund as a security. It would b 
entirely departing from all the principles o 
finance whidi had been established in this, 
country. *fbe fact now stood thus: the 
original bargain with the contractors for^e 
lean was, that it was to be secured on thosd 


axes, and m con se qu e a ce of that bargain^ 

;he ministers received their money, aisd had 
t now in their pockets. ^It was, then, too 
much now to say^ that we would neither 
give them that security for which they 
gained, nor any oth^r security, such as wag 
ever given for a loan, but throw ^lem 
merely on the chance surplus wthe conso* 
idated fund, when peace should be restored. 

Tlie Chancellor of the Exchequer thut 
he public creditor was*iiotentitled to moi^ 
rom the war taxes, than v security for thB 
nterest of the l3an, and for the sinking 
fund created. As to charging loans on the 
surplus of the consolidated fund, it was not 
so extraordinary as had been represented, 
'^le chancellor of the exchequer of Ireland 
(sir John Njfwport) had charged any deft* 
ciency in the product of th»sugai^tax upon 
the surplus of the Jrish consolidated fund* 

Mr. TUi'nry said, the arguments of the 
right hon., for he could no more call him 
the learned, gent., were such ascogld not 
be excused in a man ^who bad been five 
days chancellor of the exchequer. If he 
were appealed to as a lawyer, be could 
not argue that it weuld be better for his 
client to haN'e one securite than two, and 
that if he already liad tw%, it would be 
doing him no injury to take awa^'ifme of 
them. There never was m ittftance onny 
loan charged upon the consolidated fund ^ 
without making some increase to-U by.i 
taxes. If the right hon. gent, would^s-* 
sign 1,200,000/. taxes, for the interest a^ 
sinking fund of tlV loan of this year, ^ 
would be content; if he did not, 
contractors had, in ci^^wn jngt »> |i 
to the seewity for wTh^h they origini 
bargained. 

bir John Nevfort statedt that the differ^ 
ence in the case of the Irish loan was^that 
it was secured upou annual^^f not upon 
permanent taxes. % I 

Chancellor of the Ex^he^er said, tbaU 
no ahlurdifr could, in practice, be greate/ 
tha&ihat ukssigning a porti()n c/My of thd . 
war taxes fo\<he loan.' It would ^ im¬ 
possible to t(^ the collects of the cm^s 
oV excise, thn tbey^musNtr^w^CplKmng 
the taxes«when they s^Buch mo^ 

oey. He did nott'Bwever^iow wish to 
press his amendme^ ITitdidwpt meet the 
'sense of the house; bA it appeared to him 
that the bouse had an undoubted right to 
substitute the sq^rity of the wnsulfMted 
fund for^that of any partic^plar nxes. 

Lord PtXty said, Uiat,^ pwsent ■ 
case, there was no suUtitutiOo irt miiv The* 



451] I^ARL. ApRtt 15| l50r .—^ jtfdMtb/roHM. [i5t 


t^t bon. gent.'s idea would go merely to 
tSmB (rom the contractort of the loen one 
of their securiti^, without giving them 
any thing iu the place^ of it* As to the 
general tecarity of the consolidated fund, 
and the faith of parliament, they were aU 
ready posseesed of that The right bun. 
gent., therefore, appeared to him to wish 
to take from them the specific security of 
the wjtrtaxes, without giving them any 
thing else in the place of it.—After a va. 
d^ty of explanations, it was resolved tu 
'postpone the discussion fill to-morrow. 


HOUSX or COMMONS. 

Tvttdaift April 14. 

MiNUTSt.] A ballot took place for.a 
committee to determine the merits of the 
petition compkiuing of an undue election 
for Westminster; the following members 
compose, the committee t—W. TuffnelJ,' 
esq. sir C. W. Bamfylde, sir Jacob H. Ast- 
ky, lord Porchester, T. Foley, esq. sir H. 
1>. Hamilton, bart. N. Sneyd, esq. G. 
Campbell, esq sir £. I^alke, barUW. Lush- 
ington, esq. A. Hamilton, esq. W. Ho- 
neywood, esq. G. Cdclough, esq.; uoini- 
nees^ Edward Morris, esq. sir John Doyle. 
The petitioner" having waved his right to 
■ppoipt«DOoiiuee« Mr. Morris was chosen, 
pu/vuant to t^^rovlsions of the act, by tlie 
thirteen mej^^rs remaining on ^le reduced 
fjlist. 

^ CjIuOAW Intiesst Bii.1..] The house 
ll^lved itself into a committee on the 
^an Interest bill. /'* 

^ , I The Ckamcellor of Exchequer said, that 
Wcg 3 P^':;-Dce wi^ oe suggestion thrown 
• yesterday by U^Vight hon.vgent. oppo- 
*jpte (Mi^ Tiernry), be should not press 
^poQ the commiilee the amendment he had 
I at first intendqid to propose to the noble 
lorcfs tlie same time,'he could not 

/ see howt^«amendmentcould haye by any] 
I possibility gf^en rise to any alarm in 4fie 
\public mind; and furnished any pretfcict for 
^ 4cbarging>pa^iameiit with a bmach of pub¬ 
lic in that jnslknce. ./ 
tXiAd H. Pcf/y/Ibiiilted that it would not 

breaim of faith, in- 
ay^he war tax^ pn custems would 
Juive supplief? J*s9^4eiit surplus, but at 



(lord H. Petty) should not object to it, as 
the change did not appear to him to be mb* 
solutely mischievous. 

Mr. Tierney said, that the new chancek 
lor of the exchequer entertained the ifhwest 
financial - doctrines had ever beard, 
The right bon. geiit.*8 argument went to 
say, that the ixjusolidatcd fund was as pYo- 
ductive withddt us wiili ilie war taxes. He 
fancied, however, that tbo right hunt gent, 
would have found die plain plodding under¬ 
standing of the c4ty quite averse to the sub¬ 
tle genius of the right bun. gent. He denied 
that the intended improvement was given up 
as an act of grace to bis side of the bouse, for 
the right hon»gent. while he was driven to 
an abandonment of it, would fain have the 
house to uiiderstanrrilial he bad volunteered 
in abundoniiig it.—After a short coiiversa^ 
tioii, the auieiidnient was agreed to. The 
other aineudiiients weie then read aud 
agreed to. After which, the bouse re- 
suiVied, and the report was ordered to be 
received tu-inorrow. 


MOUSE OF COMMOVa. 

Wednesdayy April 15. 

[Minutes.] Alter the names of de¬ 
faulters on tlie two last ballots were called 
orer, on tlie motion of the chancellor of 
the e.\cbequer,itwas ordered, that toe mem¬ 
bers who should be absent at the ballot and 
cal] of the house the following day, with¬ 
out a sufficient excuse being assigned, 
should be taken into the custody of the 
Serjeant at arms.—Mr. White then delivered 
in at the bar the iiumes of the members 
reniuining on the reducred list of the Fast 
Looe election committee, which were as 
follow: lord John Cumpbell, hon. Ldw. 
Finch, sir J. Frederick; \V. APDowall, 
es.'j. F. B. FiHgiii^be, esq. Uobert Cart-¬ 
wright, esq. lorJ^lstfxmoie, G. Longman, 
etq. W. Tighe, esq. U. Arice, esq. A. Camp¬ 
bell, esq. C. P. Leslie,/^sq. sir 11. Barclay ; 
nominees, W. Jacyb^q* Hiky Addington, 
esq. . , • ' 

[CiiAXOE OK AomimstrationJ The 
hpn, H\ H. LytUeton rose, and said; that 
ir prefacing the resolui^pn which lie should 
flo himself the honour to move, he would 
avoid, as much as possible, a repetition of 


the flame tidS contended, lha*t it was ano-Jany of the topics that were urged on the 
miaalbreacn of puMic'*faitl]|. and being to-i important and memorable debate of Tburs- 
tally uooeces&ry, would be much betterlday last, although so much extraneous 
let jLtbeambitio^c^'' the new chan- mutter had on that evening be^nintrodu^ 

cellorof exchequer dm not prompt him ced, that it would be difficult completely to 
«to hue B^ckchange or other in^tfaeaplen; steer clear of such a repetition. On the 
.to therefore the right hon.*gedt., he question that had been then discussed, he 
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roust be allowed to say a few words. Deep¬ 
ly did he laroent that it had been disposed 
of in the way in which it bad been, hot so 
much on nccount of the importance of the 
que^Uon itself, important a# it undoubted* 

4y was, as because ihseemed that the house 
were disposed to evade tbe*decisioa of a 
great constitutional question; a cowardice 
ill the house of commons ^vj^bich affected 
him beyond expression. By their conduct 
it appeared as if the house were ready to 
recognize a principle which would vest in 
the crown a power clearly unconstitutional 
because not responsible; a power which 
cliH'cred in nothing from that assumed by 
the Stuarts, and* against which our ances¬ 
tors hud so strenuously and so successfully 
contended. Not hoping, however, that he 
could influence the house to change their 
dcteniiiiiatiou on this subject, he must 
sutisiy himself with submitting to them aj 
resolution which had no direct application 
to the royal prt^rogative, and to whic^ he 
could not but tliink that the house must 
accede, when he considered the majorities 
by which the measures of the late mmislers 
had been supported. The country had 
seen llu^ sudden and unexpected removal 
from p(jvver, ot ministers app'areutly pj^sses- 
siiig the full confulence of the hou&e and of 
the eoyuiry, and Carrying on the afl’airs*of 
state as prosperously as the situation of 
Europe wouUl admit. It would be worth 
while to enquiie what was the actual slate 
of Europe, and how far it was ofcuiisc' 
queuce that thcaflairsof ihiscouiitry should 
be well conducted. Had the state of Eu¬ 
rope l>eeu so altered within these few 
, months, had the security of this country 
become so well cstamisl^ed, that we could 
with safety entrust the administration of 
it to any set of men whatever? or rather, 
was it not expedient tU.‘t an humble and 


( 

careful manageinent* they not only cou'^ 
ducted tbemselvea with economy and dis. 
cretion, but supported aqd carried^ Into 
effect the appointment of a committee of 
finance, first suggested by an bon. friend 
of his (Mr. Biddulph), the only apparent 
means of probing the wounds of the coun¬ 
try, and ascertaining the remedy which It 
would be necessary to apply. la their of* . 
fer to negoriate with France, while tluv 
evinced a spirit of conciliation, they avoM{> 
ed every thing that could be deemed der^ 
gatory from the character of this countiy, 
and witlidrew their ambassador the mo* 
ment that a continuance in the iiegociation 
became inconsistent with the national ho¬ 
nour. With regard to the army, they 
idopted a system conformable to human 
nature ; they had introduced the pUn pf 
limited serviee, which redderedtthe army 
more at tractive, and which bad the tenden¬ 
cy to augment its numbers while nt exalted 
its character ; nor did they ap|>ear at any 
time disposed to reject any suggestion for 
amelioration, from whatever quarter it 
came. As to ihcir successors, we had seen 
but little of them ; but that little was not 
much to their credit. In some instances 
their conduct had alread)^een highly ceo* 
suralile. They had called their sovereign 
to the bar of the house to be arraign«,i« and 
then skulked behind the f!TPblie,'and inter-% 
posed the royal robe between* themselves# 
and merited reproof. |^.e was as loyal asf 
any of them; but by loyalty, he under^od^ 
allegiance to the 5tate and the constish- 
tion, which taught^m not to compromihe*^ 
the person of the s^'^reign, wjiem^ 
lendency of their ar^'A&nts wasfS^I^ 
the sovereign bimsellN responfible. * 
thought, then, that it wa\ necessary, th! 
th^ house should expresJkits approbation^ 
of the conduct of the latc\nini8tersf %od 


cr 


dutiful, but firm ^monstrance, should bes he thought it the more uec»4ery, as they 


carried up to the tli^one against the remo¬ 
val of men, who, m the present circum¬ 
stances, were the beST qualified to hold 
- the helm of stale ? The ministers whom it 
bad pltased bis majesty, or, as our auccs. 
tors used to say, whom his majesty iLd 
been advised to r^nsnve, during the shut 
- - period of their remaining in office, had don 
every thing in their power ttPcall forth th 
energies of the people, and to unite a1 
bands and hearts in the service of the coun 
fry .Their conduct, considered in every poin 
of view, entitled them to the public esteem 
and gratitude, lu the financial deji^rt- 
ment of the state, one which required such 
VoL. IX. 


1^ be& assailed by the m^t^grosa an< 
liD&iU>u8 misreprespiitatiuns, by minuiej 
commiltedio venal journalists perjun 
couns(dlors\for the very p(rrpo8ea«|B ap^ 
pcared, of n|srepresentation, and b/a uy 
about religion, excited V^^niyone %^of 
the kingdom td the<other, seSibig.. to^kin- 
dle religious enimojyj^ naken the 

furies of bigotry and ^apatici^, to th£ ma¬ 
nifest injury of all true religw. For*lh|8. 
cry, he was 80 *ry to say, tWiyancellor of 
the exchequei^iad given t^e 
and he yas altnm ashamed ot'the creQjuli.ty 
and Jslindness^of his ccwBtrjmen, when 
saw 4baf there were any wjtb whoi^ su^* 

2F • 
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. sttnapu could succeed. He coeld not con- 
without one remark on the threat 
which**had been held out, of a disBolution 
parliament, ^ u right honourable secre- 
Wbry (Mr. Canning), iu case the bouse did 
Slot accede to w^tever he chose to pro¬ 
pose to it, or rather to impose upon it. 
How often werO the members to be sent to 
their constituents } Was it whenever minis- 
tera thought it right to dissolve them upon 
«iiy pretence, however unreasonable? He 
waa not sent there to cabal, nor to endea. 
<woilr to impose on his sovereign, even when 
in opposition to ministers. He would go 
boldly to bis constituents, and call upon 
"them to sanction the vote lie had given* 
Unless they did this, be would at all events 
only have resigned a trust which it wouh 
ba dishonourable to hold; but he had no 
doubt thdy woiftd sanction it, and ministers, 

. in his opinion, would ^n little by a dis-J 
aolation.* If the present resolution was re¬ 
jected, the bouse must be considered as 
only the iDstrument of the minister of the 
day. He was not*tbe servile adherent of 
mnj man or set of men, and only offered 
this resolution to tl^e house, because he 
thought that such a resolution ought to 
stand on the .journals. He concluded 
by moving, ** That this house, consi- 
** dering ^a firm and efficient administra* 

* ** tioD, as iffcRspensably necessary, in the 
** present important crisis of public aflairs, 
seen, with the deepest regret, the 
ite (hange in bis majesty’s councils.’* 
Ir.Hibberi rose to ^cond the motion* 
llthough he had, in measure regarding 
trade, npjfr4m\y opposed the late 
driiltS^ratioD, ye.*^£e was h^py in now 
tying them a pv'jof of bis sincere appro- 
[atioD of their/encral conduct. His hon. 
friend bad givm a comprehensive view of 
[ the ^FouiylB^^ which the resolution was 
I founded. 4ie presumed that whatever difs 
f fisrence of t^pinion there might be on s^e 
subjects, there was no disagreement fie to 
Jfbe stat^ of alarm in the prmnt crisis of 
pub^ affuil. To assert srob a proposi- 
^ ‘^fwas to pro^je immedi(te conviction 
/'noble lord on the other 
aidir j^&^dastiereagh) had sai^, that the 
late tnini)>W^.*cended a beef of roses when 
they evter^ into «power; bat he did no 
think, nofv*hey oocupied ^le same place: 
themselv*^ ftkey would persevere in tha 
s0^*ifSt , 1/ now they a|>t>uld be incom 
■soded by fewer thorns, K would be because 
some had b^gn ?wtracted by the diligence 
of tlia late iulministration, Tliese were 



not limes in which the public service wopld 
admi( of trifling: the reins of the state 
must be held by a firm hand, ur tlie most 
painful consequences were to be appre¬ 
hended. An'opeiiing for peace presented 
itself, which, accordu'ig to tlie opinion of 
the people of England, w'as not to be ne¬ 
glected; ihey^made the proper advances, 
and the attempt, however unsuccessful, was 
meritorious. An attempt to obstruct the 
power of our grea{ enemy had been tried 
ineflfectually, by a formidable co-operation 
of the continental powers, and a peace was 
discreetly attempted, to prevent new disap- 
polutiiients. In regard to the army and 
navy, the measures the late servants of ilje 
crown pursued, were at once constitutional, 
and directed to increase these two sources 
of the national defence. As to the army, 
llie mode adopted for its improvement had 
been argued us a military expedient by 
those who w*ere much more competent to 
determine on its policy than he was; yet, 
on the ordinary principles of common sense, 
the measures appeared to his mind reason* 
able, and that they were constitutional, he 
had no doubt; be felt great gratitude to 
those who proposed them, as they were ma- 
nifeftly conducive to remove the evil so 
much feared by our ancestors, be meant the 
existence of a large staifUmg army ; and he 
earnestly entreated of the ministers now iu 
pow’er, that they would not *n this respect 
introduce those changes which might in the 
sequel be subversive of the constitution. 
In regard to the navy, there was at least 
one indication of its good management, 
since there was no period of our late pro¬ 
tracted wars in which fewer captures had 
been made. If be were to proceed further 
and to examine the positions of the squa¬ 
drons expanded over the seas, new proofs 
igould be suppluSd-of the politic conduct in 
that important depafhpeut. With respect 
to tbe finances, it waesecii that the greatest 
economy had been applied, although per¬ 
haps die great t^italists of the coua4ry 
were among ihose who were the least satis- 
!d with the arrangements. Dttt^ntent 
ider such drcumstances was in human 
ature, and could not 6e separated from it. 
t was impossible that there should not be ^ 
a predilectidu with persons of large fortune, 
in favour of those who would enable them 
to employ it to the greatest advantage. 
But although he would not depreciate men 
of great pecuniary resources, yet there was 
a,middle order of men who hod patiently 
Lsostained the burthen of this expensive war^ 


t 
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and wbo would do their utmost to sustain notion be«could form of wisdom and duty 
it, as long as they had confidoDce in those to withdraw it. They did this, however, 
who directed bis ntjijesty's councils: tGat with the proper reservation, that tfalir opU 
class of men would perceive, that the plan nioiis should be unbiassed and unfettered, 
laid 4 k>wn by the late ministfirs was calcu* that they should be allowed to declare that 
lated to relieve thenf^ under such extraor- they had not abandoned their former senti^ 
dinary pressure, and would Teel mortified loents, and that when the occasion nhould 
and disheartened when it abandoned, testify it, tliey might be permitted again to 
Had not these advisers of^the crown met submit to their royal masterthe propriety or 
evnry enquiry into their riiianciul syfitem necessity of such a measure. This appeared 
with a manly and template spirit, in order to him to be a fair and respectful proceeding, 
to adopt e%'ery improvement, and to give buttheycouldnotcondescendtobroometime* 
the fullest satisfaction to those who were to serving iiiinistcrsf or to barter the interests 
sii&taiii the heiit anti laliour of the day ? Jn of their country for the power and emolu« 
this situation of things,his friends, who hud ments of ollice. It was said, thtft the king 
retired from ofiice, had carried with iliein could dismiss his ministers at his pleasure, 
the approbation of their own consciences, wd that therefore there could be no ground 
roiilirined by the respect and gratitude ot rot demanding the pledge. Into that he 
their country. It had been asserted, that shouldnoteAquire,butitwas perfectlyclear 
the late adnhiiistratioii had been inactive, to him that ministers couTd not^constitu- 
in not ailording to our allies ttie assistance ,tionally enter iutb such an engagement, 
(hoy expected. 1 In gianted, that they had They could not be restricted in the advice 
not subsidized the nations of Kuropc* as they should give to the crown; they were the 
had been done on former occasions, but guardians of the country, and mustlespect 
they bad acted more wisely; and by sta- the relation they sustaifled to it. He would 
tioniug the naval force in proper directions, assert yet more^tliat, had they acceded to 
they hut! most powerfully co-operated with the pledge, such rpint^ters would have been 
those mIio defended the common cause, the proper objects of parliamentary im- 
He was aslonibiied .to hear it said,.that peachmenl. The new mkisiers were said 
tiierc might be an exercise of the royal to be confined by no such pledge, but he 
preroginive, for vWiich iAj one could, or would contend that they we.r£jle4ged by the 
ought lu be responsible. If it might be so very act otunderukiug their^esent situa- 1 
in one instunw^, it might be so in all cases, lions. Supposing the concession that bad J 
and nothing could be more unconstilu- been proposed to the Catholics, should be j 
tioiial than such a principle. With regard necessary to preserve the righlsofthf crown, 
to loyalty, the term itself was too tame and the tranquillity of the people, was it to 
and cold to express that empassioued at- be expected that, Contrary to truth, th^ • 
tachment which a British subject felt to- should come to the li<!.itse and d<^|gj^tbui 
•wards his wjvcreign. His majesty had they were grruucous vfu their judgtwMf. 
constantly shewn liis alteistiun to the inte- He commended them avowug, in 
rest anil happiness of his people, and his ve- open and manly yay, theiwentimeuts; auS\ 
nerution lorlheconslilution^flhecounlry; their withdrawing live billwas capable of 1 
yet the subject would be in danger of complete viifdicalion, siDcA^^*confl*aiy j 
sing the best charac'.er of his loyalty, and ^voitld h^ve given rise to senc^ divistoust 
the most important part of bis honourable at^is cnUcal moment. BotW iTe and the J 
immunities, if he weie not to be permitted wh^e nation must orefer tbif conduct iof 
to Question the exercise of the royal prero- iliatof accenting office under a^isguiseSIL 
gative. a late occasion, the king's mi- pledge, which yas made tuftici^ntly inatofest 
nisler* rbcoinincnded a measure wliicli had from the niinUte which J;uid been laid^pA 
recently received much discussion; he il- tlie table. If nothing whiCb batffalle^o^ 
luded to the concessiftn to the Catholics m his hon. fijend, or frt>m himsel^^t this*de* 
•^he army and navy. This was nut broughX bate, should itidiicehou&s tu mheUre fts 
forward, that gjeiitlemen m^bt indulge^confidence irt the ]ate«admiii^raiioD, ho 
themselves in fine speeches: it was intro-Miuped, at leas^ it wottld notKprevented 
d^ced to tranquillize the mind of clie sub- prom this bold ackuQwledgnftijip^ts feel* 
ject, in a particular part of the realm; andfings, by the ii1i||ucreet tlireat ofni|Lright 
when from d^tposition, either at home or hou. seoretary ^Ir. Canning), to la^isa 
abroad, that important design was toj)e his majestv to dissolve ttfbl)84fament. He ., 
disappointed, it was consistent with evfrys would^oii!lidently assert, ibafcihere wu 
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example of such a meDHce. W«a it to be 
cooiidered as a specimen of the talents of 
the neV secretary for the arduous duties of 
llit office, in which station he had succeed¬ 
ed a noble lord of extraordinary powers, 
and who was the follower of an illustrious 
statesman, who, to the greatest suavity of 
manners, united the greatest strength and 
dignity of intellect He hoped tliat the right 
hou. secretary would not suppose he 
meant *any personal disrespect to him ; 
without any intention of that kind, he was 
discharging what he concinved to be an im¬ 
perious constitutional duty. He might 
think as humbly of himself ns any man : he 
might sacrifice in his private capacity all the 
emotions of pride; but the honour of that 
house was a sacred trust which could not bh 
resigned, whic)^ must not be^ stigmatised 
with impdhity ; and if the right hon. secre¬ 
tary's threat were to be'patiently endured, 
the constitution of our ancestors must soon 
be surrendered. 

in a maiden-speech, oppo¬ 
sed the motion. Although the question 
and the observations to which it had given 
rise, extended to th^ detail of all the acts 
of the late administration, it ought yet to 
be recollected that most of those acts had 
before jbeen singly considered and appro¬ 
ved of by Jhe Imyse. Before he proceeded 

S he would mSke one observati^ on the 
form of the resolution, which did not ap¬ 
pear to him to be calculated to include in 
tbe congurrence to it all those whom the 
. bon. mover must certainly be desirous to 
i 'include. It contained this proposition, 

that se the late^administration might 

points deservec^ well of the 
miry, yet tha^heir dismissal was not 
[pedient or nemssary. Qid it follow that, 
mse the hwse, or any member of the 
housib, hatLanvoved of part of the conduct 


[extend thei^ approbation to tiiat part of 
^eir conduct which occasioned their dis- 
dtstal f Certainly not; and tbedion. mover 
Innst^ therefore forfeit the support of those 
while they applauded the late niinis- 
tiySnfeveral uoin'ts of their administration, 
weir not d'^^sed to ^ve to thai adminis¬ 
tration Uimr unqualified approbation. He 
would not, ^ this occasion, gb into an ex- 
. aminatioD 
' tration. 


of a delusive inference. Whether the war 
had been carried on with the activity which 
the affairs of Europe demanded f Whether 
every possible means had been used to excite 
the energies oi the people at home f Whether 
the financial system had been arranged with 
ability? Whether recent accusations against 
a gallant oOiqer (sir Hume Pupham) had 
been prompted by private prejudice rather 
tbad by public duty ? These were points 
on which he woul^ not presume to deter¬ 
mine. With regard to the measure so ho¬ 
nourable to humanity, which had at length 
been carried into efiect, the abolition of the 
slave trade (although th^ stigma of having 
allowed it to remain so long could never be 
effaced), the glory of that measure belong¬ 
ed to his hon. friend (Mr. Wilberforce), in 
whose philanthropy it origiimted, and by 
whose unwearied e.sertions it had at length 
been brought to a successful issue. That 
the late administration possessed ability he 
wa^ ready to allow, but that ability, how¬ 
ever great, by no means stultified their op¬ 
ponents, whose measures, if calculated, as 
he was convinced they would be, for the 
advantage of the country, the bousCi he 
trusted, would not suffer to be impeded by 
the operation of party, spirit. With regard 
m what had been termed the threat of a 
right hon. secretbry, he had suid«nothing 
that could be new to the house; expecta¬ 
tions ofa dissolution had beenVerygenerally 
formed. Was the absence of<i)s<>uise censur- 
able? Resides,the right hon.genl.did not make 
use of the expression which had been allu¬ 
ded to as a threat; those alone converted 
it into a threat who insinuated that by anv 
declaration from any man, tlie bouse of* 
commons could #be« deterred from doing 
their duly. With respect to the conduct 
of the present^Hininistration, he was con¬ 
fident that by an anxious desire to obtain 


M tile lute ministers, they must necessarily tpeace, if an honourable peace were attain- 
- . - 1 _^.: _ -honourable peace were Dot at¬ 
tainable, by a vig^/’ous prosecution of die 
war, in conj.tnction with our allies ; b^ a 
wise and persevering attention to pie pro¬ 
management of the domestic coitcenis 
ovtbe country, and by t^at eloquence which 
uld enable them td refute their antago- 
Ists, and to maintain the etcellence of 
heir own measures, his majesty's prewut 
i"e merits of tl|p late adminis-fmiiiisters would secure kn inlluence in 
'''circumstances which led to Itlie house, over which the violence of op- 


tbeirdlmiMaU A purticubirreview of their 
pubife acts, few os they 1 m been, at would 
.require tQore ^han^ffne nighlto accomplish, 
end a gene^^eview mi^it be prodactive 


ition would be unable to triumph. To 
what did the present motion tend f Not to 
that the house approved of several 
par{a of the conduct of the late ministers, 
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for that approbation had been expMsed by 
tbeir votes« Not to inform the king of 
their merits, for, according to the states 
ment made by a noble lord, bis majesty had 
expressed bis approbatiot^ of their conduct 
Mp to the circumstaifte wbic|j led to their 
dismibsal. The house had not been told of 
the answer which had been made to the ap¬ 
probation so expressed byAhe sovereign. 
Would it not have been proper for ihe'late 
ministers, on quittingollmr, to assure his ma¬ 
jesty that in retiring from his service, it was 
their wish still to support his government; 
that they shouldbehappyat having the power 
toafl'ovd ittheirai^; thattheyknewtheirdis- 
nuBsabnA^occasioned by conscientious mo¬ 
tives aiuo^^and that, so far from shewing 
any animosity against Yheir successors, they 
were disposed by every possible means to 
contribute to the success of those measures 
which they might bring forward for tlie ser¬ 
vice of the country ? Discarded from his ma¬ 
jesty's councils, they should retain thciwre* 
spect to the monarch, and their aifection to 
theii country. By such motives they ought to 
be influenced ; at least, lie hoped they would 
not madly surrender themselves to a blind 
and headlong opposition; and that their 
frietids and udhcreiits would have the*mo- 
desty to suspend their condemnation of t]ie 
new ministers, until some opporiunily 
should have been atforded of witnessing 
their conduct^ or, in otlrcr words, until they 
had been tried. No doubt could arise on 
the terms in which the resolution was ex¬ 
pressed ; its geneni) purport could not he 
misunderstood. Before, an abstract point 
was to be discussed ; now’, the words were 
•more clear and precise, and precluded the 
possibility of ahy misifpppehension. Such 
were the seulinients he bad toexpress on the 
present occasion, ile wussinxious that a 
temper of conciliation should prevail ; and 
he should be sorry if tbe late ministers 
could not have the dtgnily to retire from 
their stations, without raining at those who 
lioB succeeded them. Whuf^r might be 


is of great tnagnitude, and as 1 had no 
portunity of stating my sentiments^upoa 
one which was brought forward some days 
ago, and which if not in ft>rm, at laast in its 
understood purpdse, and in tbe way it was 
discussed, lesembled this, 1 trust 1 shaMbe 
excused ifl say a few worcb. Indeed, sir* 
r hardly know how 1 should discliarge my 
duty cither towards myself, or towards the 
country, one of whose representatives I am, 
if I were to refrain fiom expressing any 
opinion at all upon a changejm extraordi* 
nary as that whielfwe have lately witnessed, 
particularly as that opinion must be atonce 
the guide and the pledge of my conduct in 
parliament, perhaps for as long as 1 have 
tj^e honour to sit in it.—But befbre I touch 
upon these points with which it is connec¬ 
ted, I beg to be clear^ ugderst;god, as to 
what has been made the subject of* so 
much wilful and malignant misrepresenta¬ 
tion. No pains'have been spared, and no 
falsehoods have been abstained frora. in or¬ 
der to convince the people, tliat ine late 
ministers were incliheef to avail themselves 
of what, it seems, they fancied was tbe se¬ 
cure and pennanenU possession of power, 
in order to thwart the wishes and insult the 
feelings of Ihcir sovereigh; and that their 
friends in both houses of parliament are 
prepared to support then'ai^^ this line of . 
conduct, and are consequently the enemies 1 
both of iris person and his prerogative.— f 
Now for my own part I solemnly declare, W 
that if 1 could see any thing in their con¬ 
duct that could warrant such a suspicion, 
if I could See any thing inconsistent 
the most delicate regard for 
feelings, aisd the moStyrrofound and c^-* 
stitutionul reverence foe. his authority, \t 
should be among the first ^ desert and to 
reprobate them. No nia\ cun feel jpore 
deeply than 1 do, the resp^.vitlh which 
|every go^rd Englishman ought approach' 
the throne, nor am 1 at all incited to coun-j 
teiiance those subtle distincHons betweq^/ 
the person and the office, whi^h Might tentN. 


the influence of the speeches of the two hon. to weaken a septiment'so closely iitArwo- 
gentlwnen upon others, upon his mind tlwy ven with the very frame ofourcoxstilC* 
had no effect buttohicrease his objectionslo thni. With regard to his present majesty, 
what they had recoYbmended ; he shouB 1 am as sensible as ^ny one o^^at is due 
herefore conclude with moving,the ord» to a monarch so venerable by his ag^, by the 
of the day, llong period *during wlfich b^has reigned 

The Hon. John W, Ward rose and spoke vover this greabempire? and, than alf, 
as follows :—l can assure the house, sir^fby his piety and virtues. I ffjBrabouabt it 
that it is not without considerable rcluc*/necessary to si^^hus much in 1mm, In 
tance that T rise for tbe purpose of occu<fl order to*exoner^''n:y^]f from afchai^ 
pying any portion of tbeir time, boweaen whiclr ha^ been^o diligently^disse^inated'* 
smali. But as the question now before ur| by anonymous libellers out oMoorr, profes*’. 
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ahig, Cdsely, no doubt, to apeak the aenti* 
tsenUoftbe preaeot mintatera. but which. 
I flaAer myaelff no member of this house 
will be UDcondid' enough to impute either 
to the frienda of the Wte government, or 
to the late government itself, wtiicli con¬ 
tained among its leading members, some of 
the oldest ai^%ost faithful servants of the 
crown, to whom his majesty neither made 
nor even hinted the sligfa test reproach of that 
kind upon dismissing them from office.— 
. Itiaof the u^m^at importance that the late 
ministers should stand well with the public 
as to that transaction, aod I am perfectly 
willing to declare, that I would on t|o ac¬ 
count concur in a vote conveying a gene¬ 
ral approbation of their conduct, ifitan- 
peared that in the course of it they had aA- 
ed in a manner incousisienV with their 
duty. B6t, fortunately for themselves, and 
.fortunately for the couifcry, nothing ran be, 
more clear, more concise,* and more satis¬ 
factory than the whole history of tliose 
circumstances which ended in their dis¬ 
mission. When strfpped of those details by 
which, though curious and interesting hi 
themselves, the subst^ce of it is not aliec- 
ted, it is, in one word, this: llis majesty's 
ministers proposed to the house, in their mi¬ 
nisterial capacity, a measure for which they 
imagined (beyt^d his consent. Itturneduut 

i however upcmlurtlier coinmuni(;atiuti, that 
it had been given upon a misunderstanding 
of the real nature of the b;]). They imme¬ 
diately tWithdrew' it. Gut I.is mujt:sty ha¬ 
ving accompanied liis dissent by a very 
f * singular demand—namely, that they should 
ffvCjmjtfiting a promise never to mention 
« thntibject to hiny>again, they felt tliem- 
Ilves obliged til^cquuint him, in a firm, 
ut respectful nanner, llyit their sense ot 
duty would uojfullow them to abstain from 
offifnng to^bj^fruni time to rtme, such ad¬ 
vice upon ifnis and all other subjccu, as^ 
his ill teres and the interests of iiis em-| 
'^re, 9 iigfat\m their judgement require, 
^^pon ,tltfs, bis majesty resolved to dismiss 
tfaenMiis service—tbllowiiig, ,110 doubt, the 
Ajvicp of most d^iinterested persous, of 
penons wliO were not to profit by the 
change, who had*no other, object at 
heart thAtogive to theircountry the strong- 


the establishment and call upon the right 
bon. and learned gent, opposite mo to de^ 
sert that profession of which he was an or¬ 
nament, to quit the study of the year-book 
for that of yoVir hitauce reports, and K^take 
upon himseh* the lucrative office of chan¬ 
cellor of the duchy of Lancaster, for life 
if he could, oi^ if not for life, for so long as 
he can bold 4 k in order, 1 presume, the bet- 
ter*tu eiiabls him to make that gallant 
stand fur the rel^iou of bis country, of 
which he has himself made such honour¬ 
able mention in his address to his constitu¬ 
ents.—And now, sir, that 1 have mention¬ 
ed this address, I cannot^forbear stating to 
the house, the impression it made^npn my 
mind, and wliicli it was, natuially, though 
1 am sure unintenkonallv, calculated to 
produce. If 1 had merely seen such a pa¬ 
per it) circulation, without any name an¬ 
nexed to it, and if I had been tojudge of the 
author by the paper, and not of the paper 
by/he author, 1 should have said, without 
hesitation, that it proceeded, not as it real¬ 
ly did, from a man of blameless character 
and honourable intentions, not from an 
eminent lawyer, nut from u minister of the 
crown, but from some mischievous and 
desppratc incendiary, .urged by fanaticism 
or the hope of jiluiider, to rekindle among 
us the dame of rdigious*discord, ai^l to re¬ 
new in every luwn in the kingdom, thoi>u 
disgraceful sCenes that were ucted here in 
the }eHr 1780.—Gut to return to the late 
ministers: Tiie fact is, that they speri- 
deed their own wishes and tlieir own feel¬ 
ings to the feelings and wishes of their so¬ 
vereign—they gave up all they could give 
up without disgracing theniseUt-s in hu, 
eyes, and m ihosg c^' all the world—every 
thing but consistency, every thing but prin¬ 
ciple, every t|^ing but honour; these they 
n^itiuT could nor did abandon. To deal 
quite fairly w'ilh the house, as I shall al¬ 
ways feel myself buu»d to do, even at the 
certainty of dilTeriii^ from, and the hazard 
of offending^ those for whom X htfve 
most esteem and most regard, 1 must con¬ 
fess, that if there is any thing in th^uourse 
this transaction for which i should be 
clined to cast blania upon the late ininift- 
rs, it would be upon grounds very dilTer-**^' 


est and wisest government that could be lent from tho^e that have generally been ta- 


formed, aulpime oi^tbe 


which it^iSi^'er menaced 


e greatest danger by< 
acedT—Now, sir, in' 


all tbiftfC'caa see no instance, no folly, 
no dMwe to insult their-aOTereign, aio deep- 
. laid p]4t for ^akidg^themselves Mayvirs of | 
,tlie Palace, sothiug that could 'emhuager 


ken. That they went far enough in conces¬ 
sion, I am quite sure—my only doubt 
^whether they did not go too far. I am in- 
lined to think that upou the nrict princi-' 
of better times, of times more favour- 
ble to the people—and wheii i use the 
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word people,! mean to include every thing 
is not the creature of court indueuce 
and court intrigue.^! am inclined to think, 
that, according to the doctrines so long 
and successfully maintained tty our aiices- 
tors, the proper moment for resignation 
was that in which his majesty was advised 
to demand tl.e total aband^iment of the 
Catholic bill, and that ihey^csught not to 
have waited for the pledge, that last inSult 
which their enemies were.already preparing 
for them in the dark. if such had been 
their determination, I, for one, sliouUi 
cheerfully have stood by them and been 
content to abide the consequences. But 1 
am apt dUnoged to urge this point too far: 
—perimps xtere is something in the nature 
of the limes in which \vm live, and of those 
deplorable prejudices whu h it has been the 
singular effect of the French revolution to 
revive, by a sort of redaction upon the fcar^ 
of the tranquil and well-disposed part of so¬ 
ciety, just at the moment when they ngre 
gradually but rapidly falling into utter con¬ 
tempt, which w'ould have rendered tliis an 
imprudent step even with a view to the ob¬ 
ject it was designed to promote, the people 
it was intended to serve, and to better 
purposes than a merq continuance in qJHce 
—perhaps it would have enabled their ad¬ 
versaries to excite^galiistf them a foolisli 
and mistaken clamour, the mischiefs of 
which can be ^st estimated by those who, 
like myself, consider their popularity with 
the great mass of the people, and their 
ultimate return to power, as the only re. 
maining hope of the friends to religious 
liberty, to civil freedom, and to the consti¬ 
tution of this country.—And now, sir, to 
say a few words as to th^ir general cond uct: 
—I regret this change much, because it has 
deprived the king and the^country of a 
fitroDg, able, and patriotic government—J 
regret it still more, because it has replaced 
it by one directly tba converse of it in all 
respects.—I believe, sir, that no govern- 
zneat ever did so much for of th^ 

people in so s^ort a time. Their merits 
have stated in detail already, and 

_•!, »• • A 


government anxiously and earnestly eiw 
deavouring to check abuses, and to save 
the money of the people, even at the bfzard 
of diminishing their owfk patronage and 
power. An hon. gent. (Mr. Huskiston), ! 
perceive, smiles at this assertion $—1 can 
assure him, however, that 1 should be per¬ 
fectly content to put the cause of the late 
government upon no other ground than the 
integrity, disinterestedness, and ability they 
displayed in this instance. I would also 
remind gentlemen of that pla^i of finance, 
(the work of the sme persons,) on the de¬ 
tails I am by no means prepared to give an 
opiniop, but the elfect of which, in some 
most important particulars, are evident to 
al^be world.—After a long period of most 
expensive war, it has saved us from the ne¬ 
cessity of ini|9osing freslr taxes for several 
years to come, and, 1 will venture tb say, lias 
J[)ylhat means alone done more than auysingle 
act of any former administration to'keep up 
the spirits of the people in this singu^r and 
alarming posture of alfairs, and tomspire 
them with confidence lA to the final result 
of the struggle in which they have been so 
long engaged. It reipaius to be seen by 
winch of those excellent, no doubt, but ndt 
very consistent or very c^arly explained 
schemes which were opposed to it by the 
present ministers, the plan of my noble 
friend is to Jie replaced, and mfteed whether 
the execution of that or any other plan will 
not be rendered impossible by the waste of • 
millions to rouse unwilling cabinets^lo pre¬ 
mature and ruinous exertions.—*it remains 
to be seen by how much English gold,ituit i 
is by how much English labour, tm^ 

present circytnstancesoC the countr^,^;^ 
how much English privimon anA misery, * 
it may be deemed expedient to purchase' 
another third day's r/c7or\at Austerlitz, 
Whenever it ficcurs, I trust\|iat the slfme 
sible hand^ will be employed in Yommuni- \ 
eating it to the public, and learned ^ 

friend and namesake, who can » 
suade, first himself, end theintn^ wdRSr^ 
that a complete defeat was in'faat Sbbm- 
plete success, will be Bgd down by a spe^ 


will probably be stated again by persoik cial retainer from the Admiralty to the 
far better qualified' ior the task, l^th kU Foreign oljjce, for that particular nurpose. 
aheir authority and talents, than 1 am. We have at leaGst one peculiar advakiSgo 

_rtl 1*1 SI ft . M 


will however take tlie liberty af again call. The maiiageMcnt of our financial affairs, 
ing to the mind of the house, those steps The preset cimncellop of tlj^xchequer 
towards a reform in the public expenditure firings to the suoject, a un* 

which were taken by the noble lord lately ^lassed : he is ^^umbered by 
at the head of the treasury, and by my no-1pledges ^r opiniOTS^s^ver having, 
ble friend near me. They afford a rai^,la8 1 ktiow, toacheoitr'all ypon 
but brilliant and successful example of ajduring* th& long period in which 
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in -as to every thing else, so active and so 
^stinguisbed a member of parliament.--^ir, 
I bs9e been the more desirous to direct the 
attention oftbe bouse to the fiuanciHl part ot 
the late administration, because I am persua¬ 
ded, that tbe purity and severity they dis¬ 
played iu tliat respect, cpniributed indi¬ 
rectly to tbeir fall, and will prove a direct 
cb&tacle to their return to power, 'J’hey 
were too sparing of tbe public money, and 
too vigilant iu th^ir enquiries into abuses 
not to be an object of a\erbiop to the whole 
class of jobbers, defai^tcrs, and political 
adventurers. Tliese persons felt themselves 
in a painful state of feur and depyessiou, 
and exposed to inexorable vigilance and 
scratmy, 'J'he dissolution of the latetoi- 
nistry has delivered them from all tm'ir 
terrors. The good old timei are returned, 
redeuft Saturnia regna," and they antici¬ 
pate a long period of laxity, corruption, 
and impunity. The ucm* mtnislers know 
how ipucb support has been thrown away on 
that llde by their predecessors, and how 
much may be gabied by themselves, and 
accordingly they have not lost a moment 
in shewing them token for good.'' 

AVbat must be the satisfaction of tbe whole 
class on seeing r?iat nnblernau rostoied to the 
councils of his sovereign, who in what, I 
believe, was called his defence, but ulncli 
to me appeared so much more like u 
confession of guilt, declared openly and 
boldly to us, the guardians of the national 
purse, that of a large sum of pub) c 
money which bad passed through bis hands, 
bi^ would render no account whatever?— 
-glorious set-off against the conimit- 
^8 of finance, th,e cominiEbiuii for auditing 
.the pubtc accoiifits, and all the other vexa- 
'tious measur^'of the late penurious go¬ 
vernment ! \VH^b what rapture they iiiiist 


ball the triit^iph that baf^just been ob¬ 
tained t^flieir tutelary deity over the ef¬ 
forts ort^ friends of reform,* over the 
ieeli^gft4»fitbe country, and over the dig- 
m)d ainbority of this bouse!—abo- 
liff(^o’f«tb^ slave trade was not, strictly 
^speaking, a cabinet measure, and therefore 
cannot fairly be made a part of their erico- 


and pernicious speculation.—During tbe 
same government of 13 months, ft plan wm 
brought forward, and almost accomplvsbeo, 
for the better administration of justice in 
Scotland. No impartial person wl^) has 
-been in that country^ and who is aware of 
the daily increasing inconveniences both to 
the judges aqd the suitors, arising from tbe 
present forgi^of the courts, c5n hesitate as 
to«the necessity (jf some change ; yet no 
furnicr governmept ever had tlie diligence, 
the wisdom, or the courage to attempt 
what became an immediate object of aUeii*? 
tioii to the late ministers.—With regard to 
the persons by whom they have been sue* 
ceeded, I am not desirous to st^^^mv.tenu- 
inents much in detail, both boC^se'a good 
deal has been saickulrcudv, and because it 
is a pleasanter task to praise than to blame. 
1 cannot however avoid declaring, that whe¬ 
ther I look at the means by which they have 
acquired power, or the means by which they 
nmsc retain it, if they retain it at all, 1 const* 
()cr llieir adeninistratiop as the greatest cala- 
niitythat has befalieu the country since tl^ 
breaking up of lord rhalbam’s ministry, in 
l/b' i*—a tiansaclioii which this resembles 
in some of its most striking features, and 
particularly as being the result of that 
secret influence, of which that great man 
Itvvcr ceased tA compVdin, and >vhicli de- 
pii^cd us of his services at tbe highest 
point of his usefulness and ceputation, and 
cut him short in the full career of his own, 
uiid of Hiiglaturs glory.—The house has 
Leon already reminded that these are the 
gentlemen who were srize<) with a sudden 
panic, and aliaodoned the government, al¬ 
most immediately upon the death of Mr. 
Pitt, whose illustrious name was justly con¬ 
sidered as forming tlie only ornament and 
support of their administration. It must 
be confessed, however, to their credit, that in 
their retreat they complied most bouourably 
with the rules of ancient war; they did not 
suffer the '' spolia opima" of the departed, 
hero to favlihUo the bands of the enemy. 
His faithful'myrmidons kept tbe field till 
they had fairly taken possession of lus sine- 
|f:ure, and then retired. They have how- 


snium in tbeirministerial capacity. How-^ver sprung upon us figain from a sort of 
ever,|.'lle friends of that gfeat measure ofiT^tiibush, and regained possession of tuetr 
jastice niid policy^ would do*weU to consi-^ n-u.,.. Ko.... 

whptj^ance t&ere wo^ld have been of 
under tbe present adml- 
niftf^Tnl which'contain*^iDost every ini 
diyid^al (with very^ iiefr exceptions) con 
nefitn witt^obllinife, by whom it«wa8 a' 
wsy^ppostyl* and treated as a*cfakiieTic 


former posiflion. They have accomplished 
(his, by means of a successful appeal to a 
particular opinion entertained by his ma¬ 
jesty, an opinion with which many of 
known so little to agree, that tliey 
necessary upon a former occa* 
give up their places^ because they 


mv particular 
inr jesty, an 
un| them are ki 
al« fought it 
cak sion, to giv 
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eould not cany a measure in direct opposi- former night. With what decency, and with 
^tion to it. And there is this rcnAi'kable what good sense, 1 leave the bouse itsUf to 
difference between their case and the case determine. We all of u9 remember Mr. 
of t|^e late ministers, that they demanded Pitt, the greatest* and proudest minister 
the whole of whatsis called Catholic this country ever saw, sitting in the place 


emancipation,*' and refused to ^serve where the right bon. secretary now sits; 
the king any longer because he would man whose ctimmanding geniusand irresis* 
not grant it, whilst thelate ^ipistersasked tible eloquence might have excused asome* 
only a part of that measure, a wer) what too high tone of authority; but Mr. 
small part, and one that had been already Pitt himself, in the zenith of his power and 
promised ;.y iheir predecessors, and what is glory, a power which even a dissolution of 
still more important, were content to aban- parliament will hardly give to the present 
don that part to the wishes of. their sove- ministers, and a glory which will hardly be 
reign.—Sir, the present government owe 
po wer to a Mark intngu€\ and not to 
any^^?9|S!pinion in their favour; ;iud they 
must retain it by those pieans which are al¬ 
ways resorted to, in order to supply the want [ prudence and»his sense of propriety, 
of public contidenre. Among these, I un-(Hireateii at,the conclusion* of ^d 


rivali 
trea 
ho 
S( 


[valii^ even I 
'eaj^y ; ev 
ofconiii 
^ar lose hU 


by the present first lord of the 
en he always treated the 
rcommons with respect, nor did he 
temper, and along with it bis 

as to 
debate, 


dersland we may reckon a profuse distri- when he apprehended that the vote of the 
bution of honours, which, without any evening was not likely to satisfy hinf, to ap« 
proportionate advrintate to the popular pgrt peulto the (‘Ountiy,and send us buck to our 
of the cuustitutiou, degrades the aristocru- constituents. 8ir, I trust that the nouse 


cy, and 
crown. 


at the same time w« akens the will treat this menace with proper indig- 

_ Indeed, the way these gentlemen nation and contempt, ^nd that it will shew 

have taken to shew their attachment to by its decision this uign^that it knows bow 
their sovereign is altogctlier singular; to appreciate those mininm, who are, by 
they begin by advising him to re(|uire his their own confession, unalile to maintain 
ministers to violate tlWir oath, and, in so theirground a single moment, except by ex* 
doing, to make a skiect aUack upon thaf pedients whjch a strong government would 
part of file constitution on which his per- despise, and of which a gooG^povernment 
sonal secuni}^ principally depends : they would be asifamed. 

than ask him to give tliem their places for Mr. Hawkinn Brtm-ne not think Chat 
life, that IS, to make thmii contpletuly inde- any ground had been afforded by the pre*. 


pendent of him, and out of the reach ol 
any change in his opuiiun as to their me* 
tits; and lastly, they desire him to confer 
as many honours upon their friends at one 
Clow, as would form, if jirt^rly managed, 
a fourca pf influence for Hrycars to conic; 
that is, in order u> confirm his authority, 
they persuade him to mortgage and antici* 
pate the resouices from which il is derived.| 

^Sir, 1 will not abuse the indulgeuce ol 
the house, by taking*up iHorA of thei.'' 
tim^: before 1 sit down, I however 

say a single wirrd as to imouier intended 
step of t^e present government; 1 mean 
the us^of a prerogative ot the crown, an 
undoubted prerogatwe indeed; but the 

.egfiBcise of which, in this particular _ t _r_w - r _ 

s'tauce, and in the actual circuyistances oil mem for financial economy and 
the country, would, 1 will not hesitate to ^ _ l. 

say, be the most audacious, the most de* 

#parate,and the oaost revolutionaiy measure 
toat has taken^pl^ in England for a cen¬ 
tury past. Tills step has even been held 
out in torrorem by the right bon. secret 
in order to influence the vote of a 
Voi. iX. 


sent ministers, in consequence of any act 
of ihvjrs, for a remonstrance against tbeqj. 
They had all sfTved his majesty befq;e^^>^ 
present time with fidelity, why thenshould 
they be stignfhtised by an'bcipatiog ? thky' 
had given proofs of talent, and fullyjustifi^ ' 
the favourable opiiffon entertvned of them 
on former occaMons; was it mr, then, 4o 
d^miss them now wi^outatrim/^Hehad 
great respect for the late minumos; but 
ilieir successors certainly did nu teld tp 
them in public spirit, integrity, jo 

and were superior to them.in couSl __ 

feelings and ^rtduct. Tbe ]ate ministers ^ 
meant well, he bad no doflbt, but they proi» 
ceeded sometimes to extremes. He felt 
Astonished at the panegyric pronoutaed on 

^ualkcial 

system; but the house,would necpllacti 
tlj^t the whole merit of their pl amlau ld 
attributed to Mr^itt. It waTV^S^ing 
ffnd which enable^^ late tdnriuistrweik 
form thbse arrangSlMiUs respertiift fir 
.nee fcA* which tffey claimed tUb thaips of 
e pouulry • Hia present chandbllor of tba 
SG a 
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jjKcbequer was alluded tp sftroastically as they ware in power, it was entitled to his 
bavi^ left the inns of court and his pro- auprob^tioii. ^Vhetber be consideriEid tbeif 
fessibn for the ard'jous office wlpch he held ; economy in the public expenfUture, their 
and from the circumstance of having been probity in the arrangement of, the finances, 

' ^ely a -profeBsional man, it was inferred their firmness, vigou^-, and decision -in tl>e 
that .he could pot befit for his present situa- conduct of tSie the general rectitude 
don. The best answer to this cavil was, of their conduct in every other branch of 
that Mr. Pitt, the greatest financier this adininislraliu^, he found that they were en- 
countryiever saw, had stepped, he might titUd to his unqualified approbation. They 
say, from Lincoln's Inn to the treasury, at had, it was true, been but a short time 
the head of which he presided, with credit in power, but it Vhb long eiioii'^h to de- 
to himself, And arivaritajge to the country, serve the thanks and graritudp of tbe nation.- 
He did cot conceive, therefore, any reason j They hud governed long enough for their 
ibr imputing incapacity, on thegroundjubt own glory, but, unfortunately, not loiig 
stated, to his right hop. friend (Mr.^rce- enough to promote and* confirm the art 
▼al). Gentlemen seemed to lay greatness vantages of their country. rSued 

oil the pledge required by his maje^. in power, satis sibi, sed non patrix." 
This at the utmost was only an implied Considering the principle upon which the 
engagement that they would not offend his present ministers came in, it was impossible 
Ipajesly by the introduction of a measure be could give them his support. Porwbat 
repugnant to his feelings. ^ was that principle ? Most certainly, it was 

Mr. Macdonald could not refrain from either upon an express or implied pledge 

retur/lng thanks to the lion, mover, for ndt to stir a great constitutional question, 

the opportunity W(liicli he afforded him of Jf they did not come in under a wrilieii 

expressing his opinion of the integrity and pledge, assuredly they did under a virtual 

meritorious conducf of the late niiuisters. pledge, not to advise his majesty upon the 

This would bear'fehsy task, aii<l might be Catholic question. Accepting office upon 

.done in a few yi'^irds j but under the circuni- these terms, what confidence could they 

stances of the country at this moment, the ho^e from the people of Ireland? It was 

question could not rest here, forit involved r.vell known tlii^t hopf>s were lield out to 

( the publiCc*^nterest and public opinion, the Catholics of In l.iml previoHs to the 

i, which should be regarded, noWvithslanding Union, that whenever that great measure 

tlic menaces of adissolution of parliatnenl. should be effected, their cfaiins would be 

The house would feel that this was a luoinrnt heard aijd discussed wiUi temper hfie. 

of the greatest anxiety in every point ol Were it not for these promises, the union 

view. We were engaged in a most expen- would never have been carried. In order 

war against the most formidable enemy to procure the concurrent e of the Catholics, 

' <hi8 coilntry had ever encountered ; it w'us the bishops were made the instruments of 

. 'a moment at which our great northern ally influencing the p/icsls, anti tlie pncbls wei^ 

f was looking towards us fur supportaud cun- bribed to cnJolt lHe people. The present 

fidence; it w/s a juncture at which the aduiinistr^tion brought with them into 

f ejies of Eur^je were turned, to our situation, power, all tiie odious parls of Mr. Pitt's 

Under t^eft circumstanrfcs, wliat was so‘print iples with regard to I reland, and super- 
tieceas^^V^ that we should be»all unite*d, added the,principle of eternaf exclusion to 
heart aiMmaud, in the gr^at cause we had the Cathoi^ics. IrtAund, at present, might 
? What more desirable than a be considt^^-cd'as a paralizcd member of the 
firi»r^i%smined^ efficient government, ca- political b^fly. It affected tlie wliole frflme; 

^ pable of calling forth our resources, and but, let it be restored to life and vigour, 
'directing them'against the enemy? The and the cripple would throw' a<vay bis 
late ministers had done all in their powAr to Icrulch, and grasp th^ sword in defence of 
promq^ the interest, and niaintain thehc^hiB benefactor. As tb concessions to Oitho- 
fiouf^f the country.' / lies, he was astonished at the incoiiaisteiiry'' 

^ Mt, felt'itto be hisMutyjasbelong- which prevailed with regard to them. He 
to if part of the empire where tjhc was at a Iqss to discover why principles, 
the late ministry was a subject which were admitted in fratning the coqsti- 
ap'd universal/tVgrtd, to state tus tution of Canada, should be considered os 
.opijiion on the ^ntr^tiou before the housj. subversive of the cunstitutftm in'Ireland. 
In ^'hatevtr Ij^t he viewed the conduct |f iHe was happy in the opportunity of^xpre^s* 

• 'Ihat Adlitimistxatioii during the sJfort tinJe ing fais approbation of the conduct of |bt 



iate ministers^ and of condemning the 
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itthroughitB stages. It wastruethatth|,Ca- 
thulica of Ireland looked to the late mmis« 
ters as their staunchest ^friends, as those 
characters upon wtibm they might fully and 
conddently depend for the complete fl’lfil^ 
inent of their promises and sanguine ex« 
peclations. But- the lata admiuistratioa 
tmist deceive themselves grossly, if they 
inuigiiied that the measure they proposed 
WHS of a nature and extent to ^ae^fy the 
claims of that body. No ^ the Catholics 


principles upon which the present adinniis- 
tratioii came into power. 

Mr. lU/binson said that ^hen the hon. 
gen(. attacked the measure oi^the union be¬ 
tween the (wo coutitries, lie seemed to 
overlook the consideration, athut the noble 
lord (Grenville) wlio was at tlic head of the 
late government, was one of the perfons 
most forward in carrying that measure into 
etlbet. He felt sorry he could not assent 

the motion of Ins hon. friend ; a motion considered it only as an excuse for ministers 
which he had introduced in a manner ere- not redeeming their numerous pledges; 
^imble to Imiiself,; and there was no mail they estimated it as a paltry subterfuge to 

inure ready to give credit to esew^ expected solicitations. Hud the 
hib imitiver^an he was. There were some l^(e ministers been sincere in their regard 
points on which he coidd not feel inclined for Ireland ; had they really been inclined 
to support the late administration. In to promote fts happiness apd tc^augment 
their military measures, he could see no- its comforts, they could have embraced 
thing but speculative plans and fallacious ^uny opportunilies*of extending the bene** 
hopes. I’hey hud totally and completely fits of education and knowledge. Had tht^ 
ruined the volunteer system, by their in<ii- come forward with that great and^nesti- 
tentioii and disregard; and there was left niable blessing, which would have Taught 
no moral possibility of now ascertaining the brave but ignoi^nf peasantry of that 
the discipline and force of that cstulilisli- country to choose b^weeti real good and 
menti 'fhe next point on which he could airy speculation ? Ha^they endeavoured to 


evils 


not support them, was, their conduct re- rescue them irom thoso^iiumerous 
lutivc to iln; catholicyiiesiion. In his^pi- which result from the collectiou of tithes in 
moil they had imprudently encouraged ex- that country, and thus preserve them from 
puctalioips which •they could not gratify, that variety of distress to which the present 
and were non predicting evil consequences, system ha^ long committed^Chem ? In a 
which he did^iol think tiie circumstances word, what one act bad they done to aine- 
warranted. He (liouglit the house might fair- borate the condition of the people of that 
ly expect, that the government of the duke ill-used/Country ? a country, the brightest 
of Uiclimond would be us popular and as gem in the British crown, and of which, in 
lenient as that of lord Hurdwicke. The the words of the poet, be would say, 
late minislerial changes he regretted upon 
general grounds; yet still he could not ac¬ 
cede to the proposition^fgondeinuing their 


** Long from a nation, ever hardly 
At. random «ensur’d, i^ntonly abus’d. 
Have BrltQns drawn their strength.’^ 


successors by anticipation, and much less, Mr. Roscoe began with considering the 
when he recollected the peculiar circum- great and important good^ consequences 
stances under which they were called totl^ that must bai\ resulted fron.\ the adopAon 


councils of their sovereign. 

Mr. Gone said, he h%dlhp hortiur of being 
a representative of a great aid populous 
tOi;nty in <he sister islund.^Vpme months 
backf every tiling was peaceable, and the 
peoplg ifl%ll affected; within the lust moutli, 
no less, than four murders had taken place, I 
xu^knumber of indlaid uals had been arreU 
-MC^or treasonable practices. He trusted^ 
that when the present ministers should re¬ 
tire from office, the bouse and the country 
would not be obliged to witness similar 
pVooft of their policy and measures. The 
bin which opened the military service to 


•if any measur^that went, in tlj^ preshot 
crisis, to coiiciliAe the peoples dP Ireland, 
and to the truilrof such a prin/illfijhe re^ 
quired no stronger testimony 
the hon. gent. wia> had just saf As 

to the bill in its original |prm, he could not^ 
CGUieeive what objection could be urged 
against doijig that in *those times, when the 
idea of a Popish ascendancy was la*v^|hed at, 
which was done when sj^ch a motion was 
really formidable. couldjipt fbr his 
part understanef the distinctittgAl^icb bad 
been attemptcA^o be set up getwf*^ the 
subjects qf the ^i^iof these realms^ Ws 

alleliaDce 
t was 


the Cadiolics, bad his warmest support; a| majesty, no doybt, '^jtpecte^ a1: 
support which he would have continue&,/from e^h*and every of his su^ects 
Ibd the kte ministers persisted in cariyftig 1 but reasonable that each of those lubjecU * 



% 
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tbould expect their due share of coiistitu- causes of his objection to ihe late adminis^^ 
tiooSl privileges. As to its great impolicy iraiiun. Certain that I sliull be able fully Co 
in taking from tb& national strength, it had coiivmcelmnonthe8tipuints,Inowfee!itiny 
been argued, by a right hoii. gent, opposite duty to callhf.n back to that opinion, which, 
(Mr. Perceval) upon a former night, that if to my knowledge, lir eiitunained within 
the army and navy were so crowded with the last iiioulli, with respect to the national 
Catholics, the service did nut suffer by services perfonnud by the late servants of 
IPason of their political disabilities; but the crown, ayJ to the probable and practical 
wash no discour«igemeut to a set of men in benefits which would result from their ad« 
any ppri^ssion, to know that they were tor ministration. How this transformation in 
«ver prohToited from acquiring the ordinary his opinion has taken place, 1 am at a loss 
rewards of perseverance^^ability, and zeal? to ascertain ; but if it be only founded on 
As to the present ministry, he could not the allegations which he has this night ad-< 
give them his confidence. Had the;^iever vanced, I can feel no difliculty in bringing 
been tried, he should object to then'^y the thehon. gent, buck to his former 
principles upon which they bad succe^Led llc<hus told the house, that liii^ffSPt?fpect, 
to power. It hud been asked, why from tlie late aduiigisiiaiion, on their co« 

‘ demn men before Uiey have been tried ? He mingiiito power, an iimncdiate attention to 
thought they lAd been tried, and tried suHi- tiie diffusion of education amoiigSl the po- 
ciently ; they bad been ** tried m the ba- pulation of Ireland. lie asserted, that it 
lance, and found wanting^*' In the debate would be difficult lor them to prove that any 
on the grant of the duchy of Lancaster, eudea^'our was made to support tlie condi* 
some Comparisons bad been made between tiuTi of the people of Ireland, by an ame- 
the present and the late chancellor of the lioration of the system of menial improve- 
exchequer; there was no point of view in meut. In answer, 1 call upon hmi to look 
which the contrast t^peared to him to be to the statute book, lo refer to that act of 
stronger, than in'^ne disinterestedness of the legislature w inch consiiliiled a commis- 
the noble lord, ,'Tnd in the veiy interested siuii lor the express purpose of enquiring 
manlier in which the right hun. gent. ap> inlo^and completely sifting the gross misap* 
peared to him to have been seduced into piicatiuii of those fund., wind) were par- 
' the hazard tt^supporiing the new aduiuiis> ticuiuily set up<irt, and specifically^iiitend- 
tratiou. Much had been said* about the ed, for suppin ling a syslcni of national 
alledged impropriety of introducing the education; uu net, the framers of which 
Ifing's name into a discussion ol this kind : were anxious to make as coiDprehensive as 
if this Was a crime, it was in his niiad, at- possible, and wliicli embraces every infor- 
tributable solely^ to his majesty's present matioii, however discordant, on other ques^ 
niinisters; for what did they say—they ad- lions of polii'y, lint source from which it 
mif the tHedge to be unconstitutional—they Howed/fhe comiiiis«'njners appointed under 
^^*d»it, hrst, that it W’dj wrong to demand that act proceeded to their enquiry ; much' 

such a pfedge, and then they contend that infurinutioii husu’ireaiiy followed, and at this 

in demanding Mat pledgerthe^king ucte<l for moment the coiiinitbsion ib actually sittings 
himself, and/vithout any /dv^^ers wliat- lluw therefoi^ will the liousereceive the al- 
ever : thn certainly appoin'd to him to be i^gationsuftbai lion.gent, when ouasubject 
a veiy cimogs way of defending ibcir royal with which u was ills duty to be acquainted, 
master.^F I \ he isuctual]! uiiinfonfied ? How, lask, caa 

rose and spoke to the the bouse rcj^s^coulideuce in th^loose and 

fello'-^f^ect:—^lt was my intention, Mr. undefined cKlrges which he'has this night 
^peuer,* to have immediately replied to the been pleased to make, when of act of 
observations of tlft* hon. gent, who spoke the legislature, passed about a year c%o, he 
last but one. I felt pnxious to have com- Jf perfectly ignorant oforigin or'opera* 
mented^D some statements whi6h fell from ron ? When the late admiui8tration''‘''-4i^ 
bim, a view of answering those charges Irected their attention to an amelioration of 

which ii,e|Lttempt^d to insinuate against the the system ot education in Ireland, the first 
late serva^ of the crown*'' If upon those act, of necessity,was to enquire into the state 
chargei^^'^^iAl be able to do what 1 think 1 of those funds, which had been intended for 
shidf^en ffo i trust for bll vote) then do 1 that purpose, and which were grossly mis^ 
call i^n him to support those fery mea- 'applied. This charge of gross misapplica* 
suresj^ the %uppoBed noif-performabce of | tiOn, 1 state not either without suflkient 
which be bak, this night, stated to Ibe theVgrounds of justification! nor with any in- 
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clination to avoid the responsibility of my 
^ateincnt. 1 speak it in the face of the 
noble lord (Castlereagh) opposite. 1 charge 
him with having known and offered those 
funds which were intended for the support 
of a system of natioiuu educaSion, to have' 
been grossly and unjustifiably perverted for 
purposes of |)orsonal aggranSist ment, and 
for the furtherance of the Abst criiiiyial 
views. [Hear! hear!]. The report of the 
commissioners proves itf; and the evils ot 
the misapplication lamentably fell in 
the decline and degradation of those esta¬ 
blishments, for whose uses these funds were 
nally appropnated.—Mr. speaker, I' 
cun the nature uiid temporary' 

stubilily of that power which can fix its basis > 
u^on religious disiincRon. I can clearly 
ascci tain the btrenglh of that support which 
originates with delusion, and is propagated* 
by bigotry ^ which appeals to all the bud, 
the base, and malignant feelings of the 
human heart. In estimating, I say, iheRa- 
ture of political power, so influencing and 
so operating, 1 can sufficiently comprehend 
the transient facilities it pohses!«es over a 
bold and honest policy, which, in a state 
where human corruption is so prevalent, 
manfully wages war with every thing ii^tlie 
shape of public ab\^se, and,sifts the sources 
of natioffdl distress through all the recesses 
of ofiiciul peculation and plunder. When 
funds, appropriated for public charities, 
were absorbed in private expenditure, when 
they were calculated on asjiarts of the family 
estate, and bequeathed to the descendants 
as a portion of the putrimoiiial inheritance, 
it became high time to meddle with them ; 
*and I do nut hesitate to declare my strong 
and decided convictioif^ that no small part 
of our political sins arose from our endea¬ 
vours to correct abuses, to convict delin¬ 
quents, to restore to the public that money 
of which it had been shainefullvdefTauded ; 
and to muke'eveii tli#hig(iest u rank, and 
most elev^d in political coi^neftion, return 
th^se pubnc funds upon whic^' th^ had so 
unju8tifl|^]y and illegally drawn.—The next 
charge U) which the hon. gent, adverted, 
was inattentiou^f the late ministers to 
tjjii^egulation of tb^ tithes in Ireland. ,1* 
have answered his first accusation from the 
statute book. 1 have now to throw myself 
on the confidence of the bouse, when I do 
assure them, that oiiQ of the first objects 
which would have engaged the attention of 
the late adifiiuistration, previous to their 
dismissal, was an amelioration of the tithe j 
system; ^aod 1 do conjure the present ipi-{ 


nisters, if thSy regard the peace and security, 
of Ireland, and the general safety of th^eui* 
pire, to take the state of^hat system intcs 
their immediate copsideration aiuL'tegard. 
But great and commanding as this necessity 
is, I can indulge no such expectations from 
men who have set up the cry of church aqd 
state. They,. the advocates of the church ( 
some of whom have left nothing undone to de* 
grade the character of religion in its roost vital 
part, by uniting parishes, almo^t^r the 
length of counties. This, l«do assert, was 
the system of the*present lord privy seal, 
when lord lieutenantof Ireland (the eari 
ofW^Cmoreland; ; who, during bis govern- 
mes^had raised to thehighest station a pre- 
who in a moment of alarm had dared 
to expunge the mitre from the arms on his 
coach. But this was not all« Tl^ broken 
down in foitune, and the degraded in cha¬ 
racter, were elevated to the higb^t digni¬ 
ties in tlie church*, to the exclusion of the 
religious curate, who had worked foi^years 
in the vineyard. [Hear, ! hear!]. But need 
we ask a more convincing proof of the dis¬ 
regard of those meflkfor that churcbi to 
which they now, witMahe purest views, 
feel so zealously aUacheaS(.han to recollect' 
the changes which they efi'ected in the va¬ 
rious parishes in Ireland ? 1 call upon the 
house to rest its opinion upon experience, 
and to deduce this plain conmpsion from 
tliat experience, that whilst they had power, 
every other principle was sacrificed to per¬ 
sonal ^^lument.—1 come now, sir^to that 
measure which bis majesty’s late minister 
had tliought expedient to propose for the • 
relief of the Catholics of Irelaisd. This 
boon, df which so much has been said,^^^ 
to which sifch frequent allusions bttve been * 
made, did luU cegnprehend but one forty- 
second part ^thc restrictioiss under which 
that body ofBi\uect6 labour. ALthe pus. 
ling of th^ uniom there, were fprS-two offi¬ 
ces from which Jpoman CatholicsVvere ex¬ 
cluded; and tlmt great measure, 
seriously assert, was gained po¬ 

sitive pledge giw^ by the noble lol(do)>po- 
site (Castlereagh), firsts to the Catholiif 
clergy, and next, through them, t2h the 
laity, that •every existing disabilij^ would 
be removed, and the whole of tho86>^ o& 
ces would be*immediately opened to the 
Catholic subje^ of IVeland,^ * And yet 
these are the nmn so pledged by 

every principle^ hunour and «onsl^ncy, 
who have the efirohtery to raise thm un- 
tbunded clamoui*of the church in <dnger, . 
becuush th*e late admiaistraUea had fuclM . 
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{o open the army and navy to the 
Fic ofIScer! It has been o^erved, 
%at the noble lord at the head of the last 
Administration was a fviend to the great 
measure was I; and my support to it 
vas under the faith of those sacred eu 
gagemeiits which f now find the noble lord 
opposite (Castlereagb) had never even in 
contemplation the least intention to fultii. 
1 did\bope that the situation of Ireland 
would be'bommitte'd to the consideration of 
the Britts!)'parliament^ that its interests 
would be impartially consiiUedi its grievan¬ 
ces redressed ; that, as it had surr^dered 
itself to the protection of an imperihi par¬ 
liament, its affairs would be consider^ of 
imperial niiportance. Had 1 not been de¬ 
luded with those* hopes, and deceived by 
those e:^ectaVions, I would have sooner 
auffpred my right arm to be cut off, tlmn to 
have willingly surrendered those rights'ancl 
advantages, which Ireland, inits independent 
statey^id certainly enjoy. In surrendering 
that independence, she made a great sacri¬ 
fice ; but it is an unpasonable position to 
, assume, that, becau^ 1 voted for that mea¬ 
sure, therefore ap^*to submit to the viola- 
tibn of every engagement, to ibi? infraction 
ef every pledge which accompanied it in its 
progress, and accelerated its execution. 
To Ireland^ 1 suy, it was u great sa¬ 
crifice; and let this country,' for a mo¬ 
ment, suppose itself in her place. Let it 
reflect on what was given up, irad on the 
r^anndr in which that surrender hos been 
recompensed. I unfortunately have seen 
an indisposition in this house to attend to 
tb^condbrns of Ii eland. Be assured it is 
^wnstukeu policy ; ibr it is tb^t component 
part of &e British empire, which will press 
itself upon British considtira^on. Jt is, I 
that component partjuf the British 
empire, deprived of who/4 assistance anc) 
support,flkn^and would br reduced indeed. 
At pres^.t I will say no m 're, but revert 

which have so lately taken 
plai^dKyHe councils of tV' crown. And 
1 rknnot refrain from ^expressing my 
decided convictioh, that more than a copi- 
tnoif secret iafiuence. has been exerted to 
Woric vpon the benignant feelinj^s of a niost 
graci^n monarch. Upon those who have 
ased 'this .unconstitutional influence, no 
iiommonj^ik of responsloility devolves*, 
ikit ^^^rffninciple equaU* extends to the 
niuiKiy Who have stic^cded to power, 
after me dr|||nd of the pledge, it does 
to th^secref advisers of the crown. * They 
> entered upofi a^vncancy created by the refu¬ 


sal of their predecessors to ^ve ah uncon^ 
stitulioual pledge. And to accept office 
with such a knowledge, fully commits them 
to the rcspoitSibility of the measures which 
led to their uccessiuif, Will they suy, they 
are not really or virtually bound by that 
pledge } Will, the noble lord opposite (lorc< 
CastiereaghJ,venture to state in bis pJace^ 
that he is now at liberty to fulfil h is repeated 
promises to the Ci^bolics of Ireland ? Could 
the noble duke (the duke of Portbtndjsay, he 
had not given this, us well as innumerable 
pledges to the Irish Catholics ? What would 
the house believe, and what must the coun- - 
try suppose, when they are inlorggjd^flSnt 
that noble duke had actnally''wntten two 
letters to two ufrice<‘s high in rank, of the 
Irish brigades, wherein he promises this 
measure for Ireland; and assures them, 
that it was determined to open the whole 
of the military career to the Roman Catho¬ 
lics ? Thus we see promises made only to 
be broken; and, when we call upon the 
government to fultil its engagements with 
the people, we ate answered with calumny, 
and assailed with intolerant virulence. But 
again I repeat, that if J^hose pledges bad 
not been most solemnly made, not all the 
gold of Ireland, nor the gold of England, 
dor the borough compensation,,.nor the 
appointment of compensation conimis. 
sumers, could have prevailed on the Irish 
people to have surrendered their domestic 
legislature. When, therefore, the chan^ 
edior of the exche()uer sounds the alarm 
of the church in danger, when he sends 
forth, amidst the people, apprehensions 
calculated to excite religious rancour and 
faimtic fury, his associates sliould hold 
his hands, and, for their own consistency, 
repress him. Tliey are bound to say, “ We 
must resign our situations in a government 
wliich js founded on the basis of into¬ 
lerance T we n^ust abjure a system which 
goes to cit ate ^religious dissension, and 
fixes its po^r.-^n dividing and if.fiaming.all 
classes of the people. We will not suffer 
ourselves to be compromised.*' ^his lan¬ 
guage it is their duty to hold, becaufi'e,how¬ 
ever unable to perforpi^their plcdge?^o tho 
Cbtholirs, they should not forward 
system, whirb ties up their own hands; 
and which, under the pretext of religion, 
goes at once to pull down that fabric which 
protects both church and state. * 

Mr. BanAeg said he was a friend to the 
suppression of abuses, whether in Ireland or 
^iil^&)gland, and for suppressing abuses he 
^wos ready to give bis thanks to the bom 
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ibarooet, and his aMistaace in the prosecu- 
4iou of that oljcct'. He never had befn a 
^iend to the union with Ireland, and had, 
at the lime the question wHS^rst agitated, 
publicly expressed hi^disapprobaiion of the 
measure. He thought tbe tinse was not yet 
<:ome for so great a work, and that it eoultl 
not be effected advantageoufly if it did ii»)t 
settle that very question rebut whicji so 
much discussion had since arisen. 'I’hoagh 
the Union was managed by as great a man 
as ever sal in that house, yet lie, with all 
his talenu, was unable to carry the business 
an ibe manner necessary, and was coui- 
^l^lled to dcbertthe only proper course in 

have been advantageously 
effected, rlTr. Put therefore was obliged to 
leave the Catholic queltion unseitled. lie 
regretted the present motion, because it 
brought this subject so much into dUcussion, 
and had forced tiic sovereign personally so 
much before the house and tbe public, lie 
thought it hard that the new miiii-fters 
should be accused as they had been, of 
bringing the sovereign to tlie bar of the 
bouse, ibr after the statement of the noble 
lord (Howick), however respectful and de¬ 
corous, it WHS impossible that those who 
were acquainted wKh the sentiments and 
feelings of the pagty whojn the noble lor^l’s 
statem^t involved, could abstain from 
giving, not contradictions of facts, but such 
views of th^transaclion as had been taken 
by that other party. He recollected no¬ 
thing like buch a statement respecting 
trunsaclions in the king^s cubinpt having 
ever been made, and he lamented ii 
should have bemi given. Mncli hud been 
• said nbput the pledge demanded; hut whe¬ 
ther that pledge wu 9 uviconstitutioiiul or 
not, was of little consequence, fur it could 
not be denied that the king had the right 
to dismiss his ministers, and to chovse 
ethers absolutely. As far as appealed, th^ 

■ pledges waidonf.without any 
though it afn contended 
ig could dp nothing without 
iould not concur in that doc- 
>D the constitution would re- 
tig to^ something which never 
sud nefer could exist. Indeed, 

' could be a case in which the 
king might, and must be sif^posed to act 
without advice, it was that in which, having 
.differed with one set of ministers, be em* 
ployed some person to form a new one. He 
could not tfee, therefore, on what grounc^ 
^be new ministers appointed by the Icing, 
\n such circumstancet, could be ponsidfred 


uxicotistitutionally formed. With respeet 
to the confidence which might bedaetd 
rninisiers, it was a generi|} confidence thalt 
would not presume them unworthy of trust 
before they were tried; and indeed, as to 
confiding in any aiiiiisters, it was rather tbo 
duty of the house to watch them than con*, 
fide ill them, lie saw no reason, there* 
fore, for the house to stigmatize the new 
niiuibters in tbe first instance, a^refutd 
that coiifiderice which *couId epotfle tbea 
to discharge the trust their sovereign had 
conferred on them? For his own part, be was 
convinced thut to yield the Catholic questioB 
woul^du mischief in Ireland ; he was sure ft 
d do mibchief here; and be was con* 



v/nced that the Union, iusfead of accelo- 
rating, liad retarded the^settlement of it. 

Mr. Tiernty said, that thabonagent. who 
had spoken with much eloquence and 
ability (Mr. Milnes), comprised the whole 
substance of his'spcech against tlie motion 
in one sentence, that 4t was sulfick^t for 
the house to kuow,thpt tbe king had die* 
missed his late uiinuters. For bis part be 
thought It necessary^o know a great deal 
more. When so exHamdmary and unex* 
pected a change had t^en place, it wai 
proper for the house to enquire, what were 
the circumstances that led to it, and what 
WHS likely to be the sesult? T|ie hon. geaU^ 
coniplain<«l, with others, tba^ the kiug'g 
name was dragged before tbe house, but.' 
he mu^ again repeat, that this* was to be 
nttribj^d solely to the new ininisters. Thfre 
was f time when, in discussing any public 
measure, members of tbe bouse could ant* 
mad^ert upon the king's advisersf but<iuw, 
for thnfirsWtiuio, it v^s said that 
had no ^vibers. Who, then, das it that* 
brought tn^uig^ name into question, but 
tliose who dVlared that he acted witjiout 
advice? If sulh a doctrine as t^is were to 
prevail, •the cmracler of publ 
no longer safe^xut when made 
of intrigue, »d their chftr^l 
into suspicioq. they, were nqt^MUift^e 
privilege of deciding {hemseivelL ^cauf 
the secret advisers of tbe king shrank from 
responsibility, and threw upon king 
himself llioE|p measures they admitted to 
be unconstitutional. The intere^icig advi* 
sers of the Ifing threw qipou tbe king that 
which they ware afraid to ai^w ; and he 
took God to wtness, that be^iftsCT^pnliotUN 
ly believed thA the removal of tb^ d 
nisters was the result of a long a&.daiic 
intrigue.^ Thcf hon. gent, who spse last • 
hady *however| exprewedhis^astoal 


men waa 
le vjetima 


I 
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that any misunderstanding should have arl- 
■en ^ but wl^ that unfortunate mbunder- 
atanding did arifie, the late ministers, as 
they ought, took upqp themselves the 
blame, fairly acknowledged that the 
king must be right and themselves wrong. 
But was it, then, so incomprehensible to 
the • hon* gent., that a misunderstanding 
should have arisen ? Could he have forgot¬ 
ten, t^t dealing with one of tlie clearest- 
beaidealB^n that ever existed (Mr. Pitt), 
and being a'person of unquestionable per¬ 
spicacity, he had been l^d to commit him¬ 
self in a very extraordinary manner, re¬ 
specting a dissolution of parliamenEsin the 
year 17B4, from misunderstanding 
really passed between him and mr. 
Pitt? Surely, after that, hq might con¬ 
ceive a /nisuifederstanding to exist on » 
complicated question,, when he hiuibell 
had been so much mistaken in u coinmuui- 
cation upon a very plain knd simple point. 
Then,^af(er the misunderstanding arose, 
what more could bsve,been done by minis¬ 
ters than wididraw t^e bill? What mea¬ 
sure more conciliatory could liave been 
Adopted ? Nay, i^5as made a charge, that 
the* late minisfiers bad wilhdrawti the 
bill. But, after tl>c sentiments of thu king 
were distinctly known, it evidently be¬ 
came impossible to prosecute the measure 
with any prospect of advantage, as it 
would certainly be unjustiHable for the ser¬ 
vants of the crown to carry onaii}\.medsure 
as^a measure of government, rontr^'^to liis 
wishes. But, it was complained toy that 
they insisted on renewing the subject; 
wb^eas tiiey did no more than rcnii'.id his 
ity that circumstances might ivndcr it 
’ necessary to submit measures^.onnected 
with the Catholics to hts consideration ; so 
tba{ if it had been necessary to do so, thev 
might not be charged with/^itating points 
which it V1S9,supposed ih^ had given up.* 
pledge, he fully satisfied 
sq uticoiistitutiomd and so uiiiie- 
never coyld have enter¬ 
ed Siogs bea'd, if he 4iad not been 
VroUeJn upon by febe most pernicious sug- 
gesti&s of secret advisers. . By the pledge 
the king'could gain nothing,, for he could 
disroia^is ministers at any time; but his 
accret advisers had every tbin^g to gain, by 
ibreing into actioi^ this Kinconstitutionah| 
pledge Seville ministers tbey.wisbed to sup- 
secret advisent by this had to 
gain we exclusion of that assoeiation of 
talen^ property, and consideration,•which 
•ompmd ttas i as nothibj; else 
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but the exclusion of that ministry could 
enable them to remain in power. The se•^ 
cret advisers, therefore, gained every thing; 
the king notl^iig. It wasau object, there¬ 
fore, to shut out by such an urtidee, all 
the talents which composed the late minis* 
try. All the Talents,** be said, was a 
phrase which £ave offence to the Other side, 
but, it shoul^be recollected that the right 
hon. gent, over the way was himself the 
person who first had employed this very 
phrase when he used to argue so strenuous¬ 
ly some years ago for the formation of a 
ministry, combining all tiie talents of the 
coniitry, in which combination, howeyqjf;'' 
the talents of nv) one person aent 

inniistiy, except his own, did he (Mr, 
Canning) propose to iuclutle. It was 
said, however, that the new ministry 
were to act towards Irclund with a mixture 
of firmness and conciliation. As to firm¬ 
ness, it was easy to guess what was meant: 
blit with regard to conciliation, which sup¬ 
posed mutual giving and receiving, he could 
not conceive what kind of conciliation that 
was by which the new ministers pledged 
themselves to take eveiy thing from the 
people of Ireland, iiiid give them nothing 
m return. Besides, Nvas it nut absolutely 
insulting to the .people^pf Ireland, that a 
noble lord (CastU reugti) was to btf a prin¬ 
cipal ineudier of an administration founded 
upon avowed hostility to ihe Catholic 
clum.s ? 'J’hat noble lord Iiad written to the 
Irish Catholics in his own name nud in that 
of Mr. IhU, teihng them to conduct them¬ 
selves with propriety, and trust to this dispo¬ 
sition to promote their cause. Good God I 
trust lo-tlie noble lord ! and what had been 
the cotisecjueiires? ilad not the Irish Ca¬ 
tholics tor the last six years, conducted 
themselves with the muslunintpeuched loy- 
iKy ? Were they to come to the noble 
lord aiih 'ay, “ We liave fulfdled our en- 
gageinents;||ehave lbiiowedy(/,ircounsels ; 
now do yoC lylHl the engagei^ents you 
contracted to Irs.'* Wliat could Uie i'pbleldi’d 
say, but that all you say is true; ;^u have 
been f|uiet and loyal ; you have trt^sted to 
me, and in return 1 hqve pledged ^self 
hover to mention your names ?** What 
of conduct was this ? and could the gentle* 
men on the other aide deny that they were 
virtually pledged never to mention to the 
king any question connected with the Ca» 
tholics? If they had given no pledge, hoyv 
stood the matter ? Why, that from one set 
oiomen a pledge was demanded, and from 
another not, so that the king had it in bia 
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power to apply pnrtially and not generally 
H test, which must operate to exclude all 
honotirHble men from the service of their 
country. And this system Was patronized, 
too, by one of thosti^ (Mr. Canning) who 
wus, beyond all others, vociierous and in¬ 
cessant in calling for admigistiMtions that, 
to use his own phrase, shou^ combine all 
the talents of the country. The hon. gent, 
who spoke last, was ofqpinion that the Ca¬ 
tholic question ought to have been settled in 
Ireland before the Union. That, however, 
even Mr. Pitt found to be impracticable. 
^Tlie hon. gent, s^aid too that Mr Put had, 
Tp|.<lfc^fc-hishistentrance into administration, 
given saUndftion to the royal mind, that lie 
never would agitate the Catholic question. 
If this be true, by wbat means did Mr. Fill 
communicute such a satisfaction or pledge ? 
If he did communicate by any member olgj 
the administration of that day any thing to 
that dVect, it would conhrni a suspicion he 
then and now entertained, iliat the admi¬ 
nistration in question, with wliicli he him¬ 
self was connected, had fallen the victniiv 
of secret intrigues, and that the principal 
intriguer was the same in both instances. 
He bad for upwards,of a month befov the 
fall of that administration, thought t^at 
things vtf;re not go*lng well, but he was now 
perfectly satibfled that the' same secret ad¬ 
visers had bewi at work in both cases. With 
respect to the satisfaction given by Mr. Pitt, 
he was convinced it must have related to 
the Catholic question as a whole, fur he 
knew for certain that about a year betore 
Mr. Pitt died, he had it in view to adopt 
•some measure for conciliating the Catholics, 
and if this was denied^ he could shew the 
proofs. It was clear therefore that Mr. Pitt 
could have given no pledge apoii any thing 
connected with the Catholics. As to the 
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ceive the h^se ofcoftim^is srLnmited and 
stinted in Us functions, tht^t itllpught not to 
ask for any satisfaction rekpect- 
traordinary and regretted change 
' taken place. The king could 
ly appoiyt whom he pleased his 
as be couIU remove them, by hiS 
prerogative. But the bouse of commons 
Jmd its privileges too ; and ilfought to ex¬ 
press its hpinious upon an event so inti- 
niately affectibg the public welfare. But it 
was said» to represent the necessity of a 
perouHieutaAd efficient admioistratioh’, and 
to express Tegret at the clumget wouid 'taiui 
to remove the new and force baokUfae/ild 
ministers. As to the first, it wardlaai, in- 
VoL, IX. ^ 


deed, that if a permanent and efficient ad¬ 
ministration was necessary, the new "minis¬ 
ters could not remain ;*it did ncA follow^ 
however, that thftlate ministers were to be 
forced back. It was asked too, would the 
house stultify the new ministers ? That Waa 
needless, they had stultified themselves ; 
for on the death Mr. Pitt they publicly 
proclaimed their own imbecility, and threw 
up the government.*. What had hap¬ 
pened since, but that thqy x/ere thirteen 
months oldef, awd had placed the duke of 
Portland at their head ? Was the duke of 
Poland <o supply the place of Mr. Pitt, 
wiUfbut whom the administration fell of 
ij^lf ? It could not be credited by any one 
that the duke of Portland, old and infirm 
as he was, could be Ibtf re^l mit^ster. No 
one believed it. Tbe performers were all 
the same, but th^ir parts were to be new 
cast* Last year Mr. Perceval was attor- 
ney-general, now he was to be cl^ncellor 
ot the excliequer. Mr. Canning was as fit 
to be foreign secrefary in 1806* as he was 
now; and lord Cas^reagh quite as ready 
to be a secretary of Lord Miilgrave, 

indeed, was foreign sectary; now he was 
thought the fittest man to preside over the 
navy. The duke of Montrose, from having 
been president of board of^rade, had 
been qualified to be master of tbe horse. 
Pile duke^ef Portland was the only acces- 
bioD, so strange did such an appoint* 
mentsiein, that no man could belwn'e that 
it wflCanythin^ but temporary ; and report . 

it to lord Melville of marquis Welles- ^ 
|ey. ^his really seemed probably for« why 
brmg\|rd Melville into the privy 
Uui if si^ an appointment tools place, h4 
was coiifio^t it vould give no sati^action to 
the couutryX As to marquis Wellesley, he 
cerlainly wa^a person of iptmite ability 


motion before the house, he couldetut con-fbut as certain viscussions wottn come on 


respecting thatJnoble lord's adtoinistration 
in India, henould not be 
any thing upon tbe 8uhjec|MX^resent. 
Every thing Gotihutred'to sliew,*^mt some 
changes must take plac^and this termed an 
additional reason why the house shomd ex¬ 
press them opinion as to the administration 
which was formed. When be co-^idered 
indeed, that* previous to the late change 
not so many sevdhty members in the 
house had etjer expressed IKs.^pprobation ' 
of the measum of miuisters, he Woul^ not 
believe <ill be saw it, that the sairib bouse 
wbicb hq{l appAived their oenducl would* 
refusd to express regret«4rt their naioesU^ 
Sorry be was, therefore, to see tbBl;^the 
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right faoQ. gent. (Mr. Perceval) bad for- to secret advisersi his majesty had ex--^ 
got himself so far as to put bis name to the .)ressly told his late ministers, that be had 
assertion, that tbe^ church was in danger, never communicuted with any body on 
It was impossible. Harf he believed so. this subject except with his secretary, to 
he would not have been so utixious to secure whom he dictated the*cummunicarions that 
a place for life, in case of removal, know* were sent in his name. IJe did nut know 
ing that the coustitulion would lall if the any pmciicu) ^od that could follow from 
late ministers Came into power, and being the mutton,‘'.^.nd he thought it hardly 
secure that while in power himself he could lair hnd manly for the right hon. gent, 
retain the duchjMtfJ^ancaster if he pleased, (Mr, Tierney) to talk of dismissing the 
As to a dissolution of parlianient, he was, present niiinslrrs. without wishing that 


convinced that it could aot be intended,! 
particulaly when he saw a religious clamour 
raised; because the malice of the^evil 
himself could not have thought of pre^jng 
for a dissolution by the false and wici^ 
cry of the church being in danger. 

Lord Casihreagh* said, it would not be 
necessary Tor him to argue at great length, 
after the very able speeches that liad been 
made on the same side. He should be con¬ 
tent to ^ut the matter to the decision of the 
house, upon the single speech of his lion, 
friend (Mr. Milnes). ‘Me lUicrly denied 
that his majesty’s mir«sicrs had been the 
cause of introduciu^«lhc king’s name and 
personal character so much into llic preseni 
debate. The introduction of it in this 
manner was a novelty, from which he up- 
preheodec^serious consequences to the con¬ 
stitution. 'iTie introduction of it, however, 
hecame necessary from the coiKiuct o( gen¬ 
tlemen on the other side of the liuijse. 'i'he 
noble l^rd ^Howick) had thought iiodue to 
his own character to come down the 
house, and make u statement fur the \iiidi- 
catiem of his conduct, which contuiin'd se- 
confidential transactions l^ietw^vai him 
necessarjs majesty, that would otlimwise not 
with the ten known to the h^use^iUTiut noble 
tha^ifitlnd pledged himself tootbe bouse to 
might iioL[U statement, even bViore he had ob- 
whicb it vw logiesty’s permispron for,that pur-* 
As to ^ p]bv?eu thepermi^jun was ubtain- 
<lig^jsi«ca|jftn.pe statement it became 

hecess^.nbat a statemei^t sj|:ould be made 
QD thho^terside; hnd tbmeforetbe blame 
bi intrgklucing his anajesty’s name and per- 
soualAharacter into the debatCt rested with 
those who went out of their way to make a 
formaL. statement to the house, which was 
by no TOeans called ibr. Befbre that state¬ 
ment, his mqesty’s'frate minsters, or some 
■ of . them, gam the minutes of the cabinet 
to peirsons who were not oi the cabinet nor 
even of the privy council. This appeared 
^ to him, a high crime and misdemeenour. 
,Th^ present mimsters were thermit obli- 
1 to apply the antidote to the bane* As 


the lute ministers should come in, in their 
places. 11c should ask whut third party 
did llien exist, out of wj^icli his niujesty 
could liave toimed an une\ceptiopabA$\»'^u- 
miiiislration ? It was not surprising, that 
when his majesty, in the exercise of his 
royal prerogative, thouglit proper to dis¬ 
miss one party, he should choose his mini* 
rsters from the other. He thought hi$ ma¬ 
jesty’s lute ministers were not justified in 
bringing forward the measure against the 
determined utid conscientious scruples of 
his nuijesty; but when they had brought it 
forward, he could not conceive upon what 
priiu’i])lc they should have abandoned it, 
unless on the principle of throwing all the 
odiu.'ii of the measure upon the king. His 
majesty must have seen that the giving it 
up was a mere concession of ttxiporary 
convcnieiire; but that tlie greater part of 
his then ministers were dcteri.iined to sup¬ 
port the Culhohe claims when they should 
be brought forward, if not to agitate the 
question ilieniselves. His niujesty had 
therefore a right, after informing them that 
ills mind was unalterably made up upon this 
point, to demand an assurance from them 
that they would «io< harass or disturb him 
any more upon the subject. TVus it possi¬ 
ble that lie aould have confidence in his 
late ministers ceasing to harass him upon 
this sulj«:;ct, when he was expressly inform¬ 
ed that inCf^ of iihcin would vote lu favour 
of the Cathj^lic/petition whenever it should 
be brought fq'f ward. If his majeUy had not 
dismissed his ministers upon theii refusing 
to give such assurance, the croWp wvould 
have been subservient ,.to a party Mn that 
*□ 0086 . It must be 'idso considered; 'hat 
although his majesty retained all the energy 
I of his mind, and ^e decision of his eba* 

; racter, yet he was now advanced in years, 
and su^ect to infirmity. It was a ve^y 
serious thing for him at present to be obli* 
ged to quarrel with his government and dis- 
nuBB his ministers. If he were still to live ten 
or^twelve years longer, it would be a moB$ 
melggclmly consideratioa to think that he 
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wna to be per|>etua]ly exposed to such a 
pttiiii'ui circumstance, when it was well 
known ttiat bis mind was irrevocably made 
up on the subject, not i’rom^political con¬ 
siderations, but frmn u paramount reli¬ 
gious feeling. In ine coudact of the late 
ministers, which led t*» their dismissal, he 
saw nothing of “ All the Talents" which 
they were said to unite, ^lieir disyutch 
was not only misunderstood by his majesty, 
but by some of their ^'olleagues, and b) 
their friends in Ireland, They liacJ also 
omitted to summon three members of tlie 
cabinet, who dilfcred from them, to the 
■'MitUWcil* The withholding the summonses 

appeared to him a crime, 
whldi almost deserved impeachment* Lord 
Krskitic, who was one of the ministers who 
were not summoned, was, from his ollice, 
the highest servant of the crown, and in a 
peculiar manner, the keeper of his majcs> 
ty*8 conscience, and yet he was never sum¬ 
moned upon the occasion, .lie believed 
that the late ministers had now discovered 
that their conduct was rash and ill consi¬ 
dered. It was not only iiis inHjc.sty that 
had dismissed them, but they were no 
longer supported by the majority of that 
house. The other house had also, ft the 
fullest attendance of peers tliat was ever 
kuown,*decided against them by a very 
great majority, and the general feeling oul 
of doors was also in favour of his majesty 
and against the conduct of his late mini¬ 
sters. The parliament as well us the na- 
tion had determined to stand by the crown, 
and there was a general feeling of attach¬ 
ment to the person of the Sovereign that 
^ would not allow the latter years of bis 
loug and glorious rei^i fo be clouded and 
rendered unhappy by the perpetual agita¬ 
tion of a question most diltressing to his 
private feelings, lie would not allow, tRat 
the dismiss^ of ministers would^fie a fatal 
blow to Inland. The tath^c bill had 
bqpii brcyllght in upon a*statenieut which 
was directly*coutrary to tlie information 
which MMiisters had received from the duke 
ofBebftrd, as that nobleman liad expressly 
infqpa^d them thsit^he disturbances in 

of Ireland were not at all occasioned 
by any religious question. 4^^ own 
opinion upon the Catholic claims, he had 
always been against giving political power 
fo the Catholics until the Onion. Before 
tb^t period,, be conceiyed tbai let^ng the 
znm of the population of Ireland into the 
constitution, would be subversive of^he 
priucipkft upon which it was founded. • He 


considered, however, that that danger would 
ill a great measure be done away by they nion^' 
and lie statqd this opinio^} in the I^isb parlia- 
iiiPiit, and hesiat^ditnotonly aahisopiaion, 
but as that of many of the leading mem¬ 
bers of the English government with whom 
he was connected ; but in stating this opi¬ 
nion, he never did give any thing like a di¬ 
rect pledge to the Catholics. Although 
.Mr* Pitt retired from office upon the 
Catholic question, yet when he found how 
deeply rooted his majesty's olyections 
were, lie ii£ver*thought of agitating the 
ijuestioii again, and declared expressly to his 
that should the question again 
cuSiie on, since he found that it was so dis- 
wessing to his majesty, he should not sup¬ 
port it, but protect him against it. This 
resolution was conimuniaated«to his ma¬ 
jesty some time ^pfore he again called him 
to his councils. For his part, he considered 
it his chief dut/to consult' theease and com¬ 
fort of his majesty in hisadministratipn of the 
uffiiirsoftheenipire^ IJis lordship then pass¬ 
ed in review the wj^ole conduct of the late 
[ministers. From tkipir first entrance into ' 
power, he thought tRc^ had been overbear¬ 
ing, and had disgusted ^11 the principal bo¬ 
dies in the kingdom* They first endea¬ 
voured to force the Kast-I^ia company 
lo accept a goyenMr-gener^ of tlieir ap- 
poiiitmonf. 'They dispirited the volunteers, 
by spcakji^ contemptuously of them; 
liiey du^sted the shipping interest, and 
liibtl^tliey attempted to force the con* 
sciejLe of the king to their measures; but 
whdm they found that was. not to be done, % 
they^ere content to put their OhthoUc bill . 
in tlien^ockets, ancT to keep their 
There nei^r was exhibited in thft country* 
a govcrimiw such complete imbecility. 
They had ^iRied all the talents in the 
country, and^t had shewn no vestige, of 
talents.* Theymad excludeclmu^e friends 
of Mr. Pitt Mom an adminis^tion that' 
was tocontai^‘All tite Talents 
try.** 'i*hey would hi\ve reQ)1l]|^«d, how^ 
ever, that af me death of Mr!%ox, th|y 
lost that superiority*of talenl^ which 
tliey might have boasted of during fts life¬ 
time* A% to the present ministers, th^ 
came in without any intrigue or solKitation 
on their part, and if j^y had remsed to 
enter into tbtf service of bis majesty, bo,, 
did not exactly see where {^ts third party 
were to come from, who were to form ,a 
new adbiinistration, If it was improper 
then iLo gccept*of offices uifder t^e xir* 
cunx6*taucesj it would folldtr*that tae crow* 
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WU to be completely subservient to and 
dependent on a party in that bouse- 

Lord Hovoick deified that the lute minis¬ 
ters bad been deserving pf the numerous 
charges which the noble lord had brought 
against them. Tl)e. first person appointed 
by them to go out to India, as goveriior.ge' 
neral, was the earl of Lauderdale, a noble¬ 
man in every respect highly qualUied to hll 
ttet high and important station, but against 
wrbom an opposition Svas raised, perhaps by 
the iuflueuce bfthe noble lord himself, and 
others who still retained £n innuence; and 
so far from forcing the directors, that ap¬ 
pointment was given up, and a noblSloau, 
who had since gone out, had been appo^ 
ad, against whom no opposition had hee 
jnade. He complained of the unconstitu¬ 
tional use'madc of the king's name, and 
insisted that nothing had been said by the 
late ministers that required the introduc¬ 
tion of it; tor they bad admitted there had 
been a lAisunderslanding, and it bad been 
consented to, that that misundersianding 
was imputable to them; there was, there¬ 
fore, no reason for umng the king's name. 
Then came the pledge^ wiiich was proposed 
and refused. He had stated over and over 
again', that such pledge was unconstitu-' 
tioDtl, and the arguments had been admit- 
ted by the vibole ha^%X3.. What was this 
pledge? Why, that his coufiden- 

tial servants should undertcike'«^i writing 
not only to abstain from bringin^^rward 
the Catlrohc question, but that ibe^);>ould 
not mention any thing connected wit!^ it. 
Hie present ministers, who are the jegal 
advisers of* die king, say they did noU.Hvise 
but thaC it wi£ the kj^.g's own 
act, th^ Svfaicb declaration no^^ng could 
be more unconstitutional, <^for^aey by that 
threw the whole upon the and they 
only are therefore to be bkmed for intro¬ 
ducing bi^jsacred name Cito iho present 
^sind late ^^ate. If it w€^ allowed that 
ih^fat Jake place wimout advisers, 
otbert^.aAi&U do the sam^ and in such 
t^se all ^sponsibihty w*oam be at an end, 
and bi&^ajesty woikld be as arbitrary as any 
xnouarch in Europe. The noble lord had 
by his letter, written under the sanction of 
ASr.Pjit. assured the Catholic^ that if they 
would be patient, digir case should be duly 
, attended to, a^d every possible means ust*d 
that it might ultimately be^jrowned with 
success; lor that he and Mr. Pitt would do 
every thing in their power to recommend 
at to tbk pubife.—The iiolde loi'<Lba^ also 
‘AtUcked the * late ministers for having 
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abandpned the bill. He had so often, 
answered this, that be should be ashamed 
so far to trespass on the attention of the 
house, as to (}u it again. An bon. gentv 
(Mr. Gore) had asked,^habthc dukeof Bed¬ 
ford had done? He would tell him and the 
bouse, that the duke had acted with firm¬ 
ness and he had quelled distur¬ 

bances in lrt<and, without infringing ou 
the cotistituiion, or trampling under foot 
the liberties of th^people. If there ever 
was a time of peculiar peril and danger, 
which required a linn and vigorous admi¬ 
nistration in this country, he believed it was 
the present^ Was the present such an adp)* 
nistnitioii ? thought not. wdS not 
a hitle alarmed, he saw the spirit 

with which they coiiirnenced their admi- 
nislration, by endeavouring to excite reli¬ 
gious aniinosities and to set up the cry 
that the church was in danger. lie 
ihonglit the house could not place con* 
fidehre in such an administration, and 
therefore Ae should support the motion. 
He acknowledged his majesty had a right, 
by his prerogative, to choose his own ser¬ 
vants, but insisted that the house had the 
privilege of giving Us opinion on the fit¬ 
ness of such servants to fill the situations 
to*which they were appomted. lie should 
not become a vexatious opponent to their 
measures, but would do his du^ly as a mem¬ 
ber of parliament, and narrowly watch 
iheir measures, in which he bad no doubt 
but he sliould be warmly asbisted by a very 
large portion of the house. 

Mr. opposed the motion, express 

sing at the same time his regret, that the 
late ministers should have been removed, 
and his riitire approbation of every part of 
their conduct, with the exception of that 
only which leffto their removal: disuppro- 
^\ihg ofj^at part, lie could not consistently 
support^i^jliontyhich implie'^aii unquali¬ 
fied approval uf^l tfieir mea^pres. But 
he had another and a stronger uL^ection,„to 
this motion, and that was, as lie staled 

on a former evening, in di&cusBi% i propor 
sition of a similar character, that ik^would 
^rvtt to put a negativejfpon the exerev^of 
hi^ majesty's undoubted preroguUve, la 
choosing his cwn ministers. « 

Earl Percy rose to express bis approba^. 
tion of the original motion. The measures 
brought forward by his majesty’slate minis¬ 
ters, be could not but in general approve of. 
I'he act for the abolition of the slave trade, 
wtfich had so lately passed, and the appolnt- 
meht of a committee for the redactioa of 
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sijiecure places and fees, were measures 
which Would ever reflect upon them the 
highest honour, and be attended with the 
greuifst udvaiituge to the qfmiitry. lie 
could not hoaever lamenting, that 

they sbouM have introduced A bill into the 
house, for giving uii extension of power to 
^ the ttomau Catholics; no man^ he trusted, 
* was a greater friend to loThratioii than 
himself, yet he could not hclj) disapproving 
of any measure which w(?uld enable Runiuii 
Catliulics ill this kingdom to hold tlie ap¬ 
pointments of cominandcr-iu'chief, and 
niastcT-^nerul of the ordnance, as it had 
usual for perSons holding those situa¬ 
tions, *to iiav%useatin thacabinet, and the 
concession of such ollic^s certainly went to 
a great extension ufpower, but did not con¬ 
tribute to the free exercise of religion ; but 
from what bad lately dropped in this bouse, 
he understood the measure had been aban¬ 
doned. 

The CkanceUor of Exchequer {^Ir. ftr- 
ceval) combated the notion, that the re¬ 
moval of the late ministers was the effect of 
a long and dark intrigue. If so, he con¬ 
tended that the evil spirit which conducted 
it, must have found its way iuto the minds of 
lord Grenville and hfs noble colleague ou 
the other side, and have urged them to pr^s 
forward tke bill which was the immediate 
and obvious (jause of their removal. The 
right hon. gent, also resisted the doctrine 
maintained by the supporters of the motion 
as to the idea that those ministers who ac¬ 
cepted office were legally responsible for the 
change which led to the vacancies they oc¬ 
cupied. He pul the case of ministers being 
dismissed even from ji:a| 2 nce, and asked 
whether other men were to refuse, to 
succeed them, and the government was 
to Slop merely under the notion of tlys 
responsibiliiy ? As to the nocice^^ken of 
his address i^his coustit^nts,^e begged 
it to be uudyr&toud, Aiut ^e dui not by any 
rae^s mean it as an election squib, as had 
been stau^; for the sentiments which it 
contanicMiere those which he really lield. 
iiut so/ar from those sentiments serving 
to rai;:^ any daiigerAis outcry, he maintain-i 
cd'that Uie danger was created by the pro¬ 
ceedings of the gentlemen on the other 
and that the course which he took of 
nsisting them was the best means of avert- 
that danger. This, be thought, should 
appear to tlia gentlemen themselves, from 
the spirit which manifested itself through¬ 
out the country ; a spirit, indeed, which 
could not be excited any thing injftie 


power of an hninble individual like himi- 
selfto offer, and which must convince»gen» 
tlemen ou the other side that ibey bad 
been quite uiiscitkan as to llie popular te.et* 
aig: lor if iliey had been allowi^d lo go 
much further, those gentlemen must now 
see tliat they would have created con»i<*ier- 
able agitation and alarm throughout the 
kingdom. 

^^r. IVMkam entered his protest against 
the doctrines which tfe house had bteard 
from the oll^r si^e, upoii*the question of 
respous:bil|^. It, indeed, these doctrines 
were j^obtaih ; if it were allowed that Xhc 
kiiig.|a:oufd cxercUe his prerogative wllh-^ 
oq^an adviser in one case, so be might in 
another, tiis majesty might make his lieto 
against an act ot both houses of the le^,is-« 
hiturc, and, if he could cfo so'without a 
responsible adviser, then, instead ot a t>a<- 
*lance of power \n the cunstitutioD, all ilie 
power would be in the king; tor, combi* 
iiing the maxim, that ** the king do no 
wrong,’* with the doctrme now attempted . 
to be established, i^at the king can act 
without any responsilde adviser, there 
would be an end of ihyt controul of the 
executive authority which the coitstuuuoa 
intended ; because the king could not be 
personally arraigned, and because an> act 
of the executive«^p9Wer, sbidided by the 
pretence se^p in this iusiance, that such 
act procee^d from the indivinual will of 
the kino^oiild not be maile the sulyect of 
accusiuon. But he deprecated such doo 
tnnea iis subversive of the first principle! 
of tliK^iistitution, and ridiculet^the idex 
of set^jg up th&old and exploded n ofiona ^ 
with regkjd'to «iy invasion of 
gative ari^ig out of the expression of the 
sentiment ol^hat house, upon any ezei> 
CISC whatever 9f that prerogative. 

» The Master ^ the RotU was Ar the mo¬ 
tion for the order o(*che day. 

Many ministe^bad 1|pen disiriiSGi^d froa^ 
office withoutnny cOtise assigned, bDt 
ver until now tninister c&rm^Qwn to 
parliament to complaii^ of his s^lcereignf 
Lord Somers was removed without tu% sha¬ 
dow of coipplaiiit. Did he come down to 
parliament to‘institute an tnvesiigation of 
the cause? When the celebrated Wftg acW 
piinistration wqje removed by queen Anne, 
did they ■breathe a whisper •against their 
royal mistress^ in either hou^e of parlia^ 
ment? I^a minister were to secure to Riiti- 
self thy right of oiiquiring int^tbe ettuse of ^ 
his removgl, he would apj^z^ximdt^his si¬ 
tuation to that of a judge, or any other 


i 
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ofiioer for life. In 1767^ the dismissal of 
Mr. •Pitt and Mr. Legge produced a great 
£»rmeiit; but wat any thing said in parlia 
ment about that dismissal } Of a change in 
adm nistration, parliament had no consti¬ 
tutional knowledge, and on sucli change 
could found no enquiry. He thought the 
periuission given to a noble lord to detail 
the transactions which had led to the dis- 
AMSsion, uncoustitutiozia), as it was publish¬ 
ing the proceedings of the privy council, 
wliich ouglit tohe kept sacredly secret. The 
^eation therefore, in his option, ought 
sever to have been agitated in ilm house 
<kf commons. 

After a few words from sir A. Pig<^ a 
division took place, and the numbers were: 

For passing to the order of the day • 244 

Agaiasfit T. 

Majority in favour of ministers • 4^ 
-^Adjourned at half past six o'clock on 
Thursd% morning. 


, HOUSK Oir LOADS. 

Thursdat/y April 16*. 

[Cafture of Monte Video.] Lord 
HatDkcibvrtf rose, pursuant to notice, to 
Biove the Thanks o^tUe house to brigadier- 
general sir S. Auchmuty, for the capture of 
Monte Video. On^'u^';former occasions, 
he said, doubts liad been enit^t&ined by the 
house, whetlicr the thanks olLthe house 
ought to be given in cases where\nportant 
captures were made with little oryio re* 
aistauce on the part of tbe enemy, \ii the 
present case, however, in whateveiwpoint 
td f iew ^he achievpment was comtildercd, 
copld be no possiffe cfbidir^ in his 
opinion, that it ought to be rmifArded with 
iho thanks of the houseT 'Ijpe thanks of 
that bouse constituted an wghly valuable 
aad greatfy valued reward^which encoura^ 
ged tbe •giving and atfoiCed the 
jconsolaUra to tbe ^latiJki of those who 
SblL '^Tbe brave exertioudof the British 
troop^oodnhe skill and^^our of the oflli- 
ikers, du^layed in|he capture of Monte Vi- 
ideo,y^iaentIy deserved, in his opiiiiqn, 
that reward. The particulars of this cap¬ 
ture bad already been pubKshed. It ap- 
pegraC from this %ccount, that two actions 
had beets fought, Inrwbicb tbe British troops 
had been victorious, and tfiat subsequently 
hSoute Video was carried iSy assault, after 
cnebuotering and overcoming tbp greatest 
didSculties, ^ith a spirit ^d a bravery de¬ 
serving of theji^best praise. Tbiibgulant 
' achievement viS of the greatest iiapor- 
f 
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tance, not only from the impression whtqh 
the bravery of our troops must make upon 
the enemy, in that quarter of the globe, but 
also from tbe^ipressioti which must be made 
upon the people of the country, by the mode¬ 
ration and fdrt^earance, the good order and 
discipline di^layed by our troops, alter 
the conquest was completed, and this, too, 
under circuifTslances which (if any circum¬ 
stances could justify it) would have justi¬ 
fied a contrary c&nduct, namely, the car¬ 
rying the place by assault. Mis lordship 
concluded by moving the thunks of the 
house to brigadier-geuerai sir S. Auchmuty, 
to brigadier-general the*hoii. W. Lupnley» 
and the other oOicers under,4lie command 
of sir Samuel, anc^an acknowledgcmeut of 
the services of the non-commissioned ofli- 
cers and soldiers. 

The Karl of Galltnoap thought it neces¬ 
sary to call the attention of the house to 
one or two points connected with this sub¬ 
ject. The brave uchieveaienl which tiie 
titunks of the house were called for, de¬ 
served, ill his opinion, the highest praise, 
and be rejoiced to liear the noble secretary 
of state come forward in tbe way be had, 
to move for tlmse thanks* 

Cord Mulgruvej alter a warm panegyric, 
cfti the spirited exertions of our ii^vy in co¬ 
operating with the army on the present oc¬ 
casion, concluded with similar motions to 
rear-admiral Stirling, the ofiicers, men, ^c« 
under his command.— The question was 
tlien put upon these mo.ions, and they 
were all carried, ncm. dm. 


KOUsE OF COMMONS. 

Thurjdmfy April 16'. * 

[Captuue ok Monte Video.] Lord 
Cahlltvtagh rose pursuant to notice, to call 
the attention of the house to the brilliant 
and iiqportaiit services rendered by his ma¬ 
jesty’s loH^s in-ilie Capturevf Monte Vi¬ 
deo. It was ii^ossible that\^ person in 
his situation could feel any duty morea^ee- 
uble, than doing this justice*to tlm services 
performed by his majesty's lows. No- 
thingcould be more gratehil to thV flings 
of a person so situat^, than to that 
in all tbe variety of opinions that prevailed 
ou all otbeAsubjects, party feeling was en¬ 
tirely laid asleep on subjects of this ki4d, 
and only one spirit of emulation who should 
be most prompt to pay the. tribute of grati¬ 
tude and applause, prevailed in evejy 
bosom. He was sure he could say of one 
individual on tbe opposite side {Mr. Vfiod- 
h&m), that whatever difference of opinion 
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hff might hav$ with his majest/s present answer the call that was made, but he could 
ministers on the management of the army, not suppress an expression of regret fcff'tbe 
he would, on an occasion like the present, officers who had fallen iti^tlus glorious hn- 
bury all those differences in oblivion, and terprise, and whose loss must casta gloom 
be among the foremos^o unite with those over the joy the achievement inspired, 
on that side of the house in acknowledging The country had suffered a severe loss ha 
and applauding the service t^at had been the distinguished and gallant officers who 
•done. He could assure tb^ right hon, had fallen* But it was the misfortunex»C 
gent., that no ditlerence of opinion that war, that no important services could be 
isted on other points c^uld make it less rendered without similar losses; and ibe. 
grateful to him (lord C.) to acknowledge glorious nature of the o&ievemezit, and the 
and do justice to the merits of persons importance ^ tbe^rvke rendered in tbit 
called into action by his rpcommendation, case, musUie to the friends of those with 
than if those persons had been appointed whose ymd it was purchased, as well as to 
by himself. He was sure that only one the country, to whom the loss of such meo' 
sentiment pretailed as to the merit of the wujf no less deplorable, a consolation uiTder 
service rendered, whether the importance affliction which would otherwise be iiy* 
of the acquisition was considered, or the consolable. He concluded with moving, 
nature of the execution. Though the force ** That tlie thanks of the Rouse* be given 
engaged was of a limited number, yet this ^o brigadier-generai sir S. Auebmuty, for, 
was one of those military efforts which en- the skill aiid gallantry displayed* by him 
titled those who had performed it, to (lie in taking the important fortress of Monte 
best thanks of the country. In respect to Video.” • 

the amount of Tnilitarv excellence, no eii> Sir John Doyle and*Mr. Wiudham rose 
terprise could be better selected than this together. Sir Johil Doyle having given 
in particular to mark with the most distiii- way, ^ 

guished approbation. In the sort of attack Mr. Windham said, that after the for- 
that it bad been ueres^ry totnake,thelugh- cible manner in which the noble lord had 
est qualities of soldiers, the steadiest disci- conveyed the general feeling, he felt it rather 
pline, and the most*undaunted firinuess and a trespass on the hous e to offer any thing 
bravery were conspicuously displayed. The further, ye c^B^ffbt prefrnd to anj 
assaultwas msKte under every disadvantage, share in th^^Iory of the brillitfht achieve- 
and it was only by their eminent superio- metit no^^dcr tlie consideration of the 
rity in these great qualities that the British house, ,'iierely for his being in the pffice of 
troops bad been able to overcome all the sccre^ry of state for the w'ar department 
obstacles oppost^d to them, and render wheitthe expedition was fitted out. But 
themselves masters of the place. The baviiV turned bis mind particularly to the * 
Jtireach bad been in itself less practicable nutsetX^d the ongrations of this expedifi on^ 
than was supposed, and had been rendered he felt oWtural disposition to ^y S'Sw* 
by the enemy, in the course of the night words on the oqpasion. He was sure the 
preceding the assault, so cx4remely inac- noble lord o^^site did not feel less warmly 
cessible, that when the troops, wliich/hivJ upon the success of the expedition than if 
been wisely sent forward before bfeak of Hie had hiinsell'^tted it out. noble 

day, approaii^ed, they ^und scarcely lord would do ijm the justice to* say, that 
discernible I** their discipline and firmness be had felt np less varrhiy when it had^ 
v/hfib put ^o the most trying test, by tbeir fallen to hinno dist^harge a debt of thh 
being obVae^o remain a luifg time" expo- same kind on.lhaceediAg the hobj^ 
sed to tliifflre of the enemy’s guns, before moving the vote of thaijks for tb^yictoi^ 
they could ascertaii^ the breach, or attempt of Alaida. He agreed with the nob^ lord 
to enter it: The hoRse would feel, tliat in* in his observations on all the details of the 
expressing its thanks on the present occa- achievement now under consideration. In 
sion, it was discharging a debtRsf gratitude, every one of^hosc details there was\ par- 
The discharge of that debt would at the ticnlar claim to^begrat^ude of the country, 
same time have the effect of giving addi- The achleven^ut, considered altogether, ' 
tional spirit and enterprise to the army and was one of the highest in the highest class 
the navy, to Emulate the exploits that were of military services. The circumst&ce's 
so honourably distinguished. He sboujd that attended itf called for ^larticular no- , 
not trespass further on the house in a c^se tice. *The fortress’was stcpu&beyoffd what^ 
■where every feeling was'dlrcady prompt to had bttn calculated. It was* impossible 
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H^o could be placed in amoi^ ^ plause toihe gloriotis deeds now under coa- 

.%uatv)<., attacking an almoat undiaooveruble sideration. 'He was unwilling that hia brave 
breacii, on which an immense quantity oi 'ompanions in aruM, who bad followed .b|a 
£re had been brought tu bear, lliese cir- Kirtunes in the last war, should have reason 
cunisiancea wgre of such a nature as to re-. tocomplainufhmii(M>kavingsatsilentwlien 
quire all the high qualities of the troops their glory wtis tlie theme ofadanration, and 
whicli were the subject of the present pane- when he, wh^ was acquainted with their 
^lic, Thus, whether it was considered spirjt and cWacter from their outset, ought 
respect to the value of the conquest, to Jbe the ffst to bear testtiuony to their 
or the nature of the actitm by which It was merit. In every situation in which his 
gained, this gloriou^ performance could not majesty's army could be employed, he 
' be too highly estimated.^ It vas necessary, was satisfied it would display the same 
besides, to observe, that the^lms that bad lieroism, and he lio(>ed would obtain similar 
been sustained, heavy as it was/^Nqd fallen advautuges fur Uie country. He spolle 
chiefly, not on the whole army, but ou that Iroin ex|)erience; for be* had never known* 
part which was engaged in the storm* \ It au instance m which llritish troops had 
was a loss on 1300 men, not on 4000| and been engaged with, equal or nearly equal 
in projKirtion as the loss was greater, so numbers, in which their conduct had not 
was the glhry. 4t was a consolation, though been such as to redound to the honour and 
a mournful one, to those whose relations^ advantage of their country. What the 
had fallen, that their lives were not thrown noble lord and the right bon. gent, bad 
away, but that they had l>een the means of sai^d, rendered it unnecessary for him to 
adding*greatly Co the national glory, and suy more. The strength of the place, the 
of promoting the most imporlant inteiests difficulty of the breach, the quantity of 
of their country. The merit of our soldiers ordnance brought to bear on it, and the 
was greatJv enhanced by the gallant defence great disparity of numbers, rendered this 
niatlc by iheir of^onents, stimulated as action as brilliant as any former one; and 
they were by the influence of their priests, the^e was no instance of an exploit ex. 
to the most fanatical euthusiasin. At the ccedingit. He should content himself with 
same time that this powerful resistance en- giving liis support to the^motion, introduced 
banred the glory another in a manner so honourable to the parties 

important effect also he trusted, who had moved and seconded it, 

result from it, that the valour ihsplayed b) JVIr. M. MuU/iew commended the hon. 
the Spanish troops would in^te their general, f(»r the particular notice he had 
countrymen in Europe ^itbakindrtV spirit taken of the 87lh regiuieiit. It was true, 
in resispng Uie common enemy; an ifoemy iliac regiment, led on by a gallant frieud of 
who, although approaching them un^rthc his, bad distinguished itself particularly in 
tna^ of friendftbip,, waSginore da’^erotis the assault. But what the hon. general migh* 
we ^efe in open bosVilit^. Al a little have added, and wliat be was.sorry he had 
of this spirit was displayed in C^d Spain, it omitted, was, that that regiment to a man 
would be attended wiUi'coi^equeuces at was campose^ of HonicCn Catholics. It was 
which Europe would have^reaion tore- qfsoji fact that 3 of the 4 thousand men com. 
joice. would say no i^re. What hadi| posiu^^ expedition, were Catholics. Who 
been achievad, was beyopd the* power of after tfats^^uld ^y t^at Catfi'ilics were not 
him, or any bc^y, to incrfA^ by words. to be trusted wtth arms f Whoever would 
Sii'JoAa said, if famad been per- say so, was ungrateful, and Uie wprst enoffty 
tinocioua in bflering bims^.to the bouseat of the country.—The thau k^y^ cre then 
^be sam/time with the right hon. gent., be voted to brigadier«geuera1 LdflfH)', And to 
boped^U would be a sufficient excuse4o the officers and men; and also to admiral 
aiate, first, that be did not sfe the right ^Stirlibg, for his distinguished skill and abi« 
bon. gent*, gnd secondly,'he hoped he lity in effecting the landing; to the captains 
sboiik^’be forgiven if he shetw^d a little te- and officers 6f the fleet for their co*opera- 
uaei^ ki pressing bis claipi to the atten* tion, and to ttie seamen and marines. It 
turn of the house, when he mentioned that was ordered that the votes should )>c 
•ne of the ^iments particularly engaged communicated by the Speaker to sir S* 
on this glorious occasion oh* 87lb) t be had Auebmuty and Admiral Stirling.^Afier 
himsel itbe l^^nour of raiseng. On this ac- few words from sir T, Turton and 
cobut,ihe n^aturaHy wished td* raise his others, tbe votes were severally agreed to^ 
voice in paying tbe common tribute of ap- ffeiq. con. • 
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ROI^Bt OP LORDS. 

^ Fridayt April 17 . 

[Scotch Juoicatubc Bill.]—I^ rd 
Kianmrd rose to acijuaiut their Jordships, 
that it wa? his intention to diove that the 
lord president and ilie^wo sei\jor judges of 
the coui t of session be ordered to attend. 

The Duke of Montrose lyoved^ as an 
■-» amendment, that the followiy: words be 
added, *' and be admitted wiUnn the \My 
of this house," - 

The Krfil of LaiiderdM wished the noble 
lords to recollect, that the order of the house 
which commanded the attendance of the 
lord president and the senior judges, aho ex¬ 
tended to such other judges as were able to 
attend It s(^liappened, that there weie 
some other judges of ih.itcourt in town, and 
theiefore he tliou^ht it necessary that the 
present motion should embrace that part of 
tiie case —The motion so amended was put 
and cairiu ; and the chairman was ordered 
to report tl^e proceedings to the house forth* 
w'ltli Thi house Iiaiing resumed, iSrd 
WdUin^^ham lepoited the decision of the 
Cfjmn''irer. 

The Duke of Montrose argued in favour 
of the light of the Scotch judges to be ad- 
n.itted uuhin the body of the house. At 
all times It was a gieaNand wise measnri of 
policy, to iiold 111 t^verenccaiid estimatiuu, 
those ItMi^cd jHrsons to whom was entrust¬ 
ed the dispensation of the laws. But the 
judges of Scdfland had a claim fiom the 
usages and customs of the Scottish parlia¬ 
ment; as, precious to the union, they, on 
all occasions, were entitled to take their seats 
in that assembly. Undei such circumstan¬ 
ces, he conceived that the judges of ilie court 
©f session, independent of all personal feel¬ 
ings, were light in supporting what they 
supposed the privilege of their body; and. 
With that conviction, he was induce^ to sub¬ 
mit the motion he made in the committee^ 
that they be admitted within the body of 
the house." ^ ^ 

The Lord Chancellor tAsted the house 
would believe, that there was not amongst 
their lordships an individual wht> entei tamed 
fcr th^ juMlM^haractcr a higher leverence 
than he did; but, at the same time, helek 
convinced, that no legal right existed b^ 
which the judges, either of Ireland or Scot¬ 
land, were enlitled to seats wit||in the body 
of the house. At llie period when a learned 
judge (Fox) from Ireland was placed below 
the bar of the house, he was sei iously griev¬ 
ed ; but he still must contend, (liat the dcci- 
VoL. IX. 


Hon of the 4 Domfflltt^ Ippointed to Inquirer 
intp the precedents, was perfectly correct 
At all events, he had tbonght.it hu doff, in 
order to 6 iq>port the cEqpacteristic digjpity, 
and the necessary reverence of the judicial 
chaiacter, to consfder of a legislative act on 
that subject; and he would now assure the 
house, with its indulgence, that he intended 
to ask for leave to biing in a bill accord* 
ingly. 

Lord Auckland was of opinion, that as it 
was the general sense of^the house, that the 
judges of Ireland and Scotlqpd had no l^al 
right to tb^rivifege, he could not see the 
necessityopCny legislative interference. He 
was to consider such interference 

rather as an innovation of a most dangeroa| 
tendency. 

Lord Hawkeshury contended, that the no¬ 
ble baron did not put the suggestion of his 
noble and learned friend, id a fair point of 
view. If the judges of Scotland had now no 
*nght, surely it was not an impropermeasuie, 
which would impart to the judicial character, 
both in Ireland and Scotland, that privilege. 
There was one great, ddference, at least it 
had so struck him, in a comparison between 
the light of the Scotch and Irtsh judges. 
The Iriih judges werS called to parliament 
by the summons of the king; and, of 
course, w^ieu that summons ceased, their 
right to a seat within the body of the house 
was annulled. Bul^'^k^dges«of* Scotland 
sat in the SeoU^stf^iliainent, by immemo¬ 
rial usage iJSnA the motion of his noble 
ft lend wq^to allow them that which they 
had enjoyed in their national legislature. 
He 01 ^ stated these facts for the considera* 
tion <t the house, and not with any view of 
giving decisive opinion • • 

Lor^<^//and expressed his willingngimjyv 
support ^ bill to which the noble lord al¬ 
luded, and ^ent to grant to the judgea 
of Scotland a^ Ireland, the r^ht of sitting 
within the body of the house. Aj the same 
time, he must that the precedent in 
the cave of Judgeuox was condlusi^e against 
the present claw of the judges of the court 
of session in Sewand. He felt the force of 
the objection, qNcu to the intenHed *biU, in¬ 
asmuch as it went tomakgan appear.fnce at* 
the bar of the house, a matter of degt^idfr* 
tion, and aj>ub]ect of reproach. It was to 
be recollected, that some of the most re¬ 
spected characters in the lystory of the boon- 
tfy, were often examlhad at that bar; and, 
thcrefoie, he coCld not sec that the cause 
jealousy, in tU^ Scotch judges, was at al( 
warranted. That learned body stated a*va« 
3 1 * 
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itety of reasons, which they cooceived sup- tack made by the noble lord on the respect-^ 
p^ed the pretensions they had made. But ablej learned, and loyal body, which con^ 
with ad respect for that learned and respect- posed the court of session. He considered 
id)le body, he copld not give them much it a churlish principle, in any great kingdom, 
ci^it for the cogency of t^eir arguments, the to deal illibe^ly with tb^e of otherccun- 
fitrength of their precedents, or the ingenui- tries, which, Sn thei|^ union, had given up 
ty of their inferences. Their reasonings much of national pride and independent 
convinced him of ihe liability of learned men magnificence. The services of the learned 
to assume a right, which might probably persons who vc^re in attendance on the ser* 
haye existed in distant periods of history, but vice of the tfyise, he had occasion to know, 
which, was solemnly abrogated in modern whdn he held the important ofHce of secre- 
tunes. Thus, it waMiot long since a learned taryforthe home/lepartment, at a period 

S irson from Scptland (the lord advocate when that part of the country was endanger- 
ope), was heard defending btmself from a ed by revolutionary cabals, and treasonable 
charge in the house of comme^i^ by con- conspiracies. He wished the judges of every 
tending, that the whole power privy part of the kingdom to bo treated rvith every 

^uncil of Scotland was vested in his official reverence and respect, because it tended to 
character; although one of the acts which promote that love of justice, 2 ^'hich was the 
ibllowed closest on the heels of the union, strongest fortress of- the subordination of so- 
was to deprive that office of such extraordi- ciety.—The motion for admitting the Scotch 
nary and anltmiled powers. The arguments judges within the body of the house waa 
of the court of session, on this point, shewedj then put and negatived.—I'he house having 
auch an ignorance of the occurrences of mo-^ resolved itself into a committee^ 
dern perils, as applying to their case, that Lord Hawkesbury thought it w'^ould be the 
it was^airto assume, d fortiori^ that the most convenient mode for him to commu- 
facts of more remote times w'ere not either nicate to the committee his ideas upon the 
well understood, or correctly stated. 'With subject, previous to moving any particular 
respect to the opinion, that the attendance of amendment, the diffirrent parts of the bill 
the judges of the couri of session, on appeals , being intimately connected, and tlte amend- 


in the bouse, was a desirable circumstance, 
it was not his wish to throw any ^ensure on 
the learned persons entrusted \Mth the juris¬ 
prudence of he could not help 

remarking,.that he had ^v.'ithin the 

wallf of the house sufficient tb^^nduce him 
to deprecate such an jnclinatioRr, Indeed, 
be tboi^bt the opinion of Mr. Boswell quite 
convincing; who, when told on anbppeal 
cause, in which he was engaged, th| t the 
coqrt of session was unanimous in passing 

* ^ecree, pointedly replied, ^ ** when 

* that court were divided in opinion, they de¬ 
liberated but little; bnttyheiKli happened 

they were unanimous, deliberated 
hot at all. ” With respect to tlie ingenious 
remark, njat the preccdefits wb^h denit;^ 
the ScoiCSi jddges the righl referred only to 
the lords justiciary, and noi to the court of 
session, he should only ansjrer, that as the 
lord chief jbatice clerk vie^ also a member 
^of the court of session, he could not admit 
the position, that if he was in either charac¬ 
ter entitled to the right, he ought to be de¬ 
nied, because he might be summoned to at- 
texw^th respect ^to the duties of another 
offi* The noble (lord concluded wi^ e\~ 
. .^jjiwifrg his determination^ to oppc& the 
potion. ^ 

Melvllk deprecated the ela}>orate at- 


ments which he should move being those 
whVeh arose out of his general view of the 
measure He admitted a great evil 
existed in the number of appeals to that 
house from Scotland, and that a remedy 
ought to be applied, but heBislIked going 
further than the remedying that evil re¬ 
quired. He approved of the division of the 
court of session, but thought that instead cf 
three chambers it would be much preferable 
to have only two chambers, consisting of 
eight judges and seven; the lord president 
being in one chember, and the lord justice 
clerk in the other. Inhere was another 
principle alsobhighly important, with a view 
^ diminish the number of appeals to that 
houser and which had not been touched 
upon in tbjs bilR naipely, t^^give power to 
the chambers tofaward possession to the par¬ 
ty in whose favour the decision Jiad turned. 
This, he w^ convinced, would prevent a 
great number of appeals to iM^uhstVi many 
of v/Iiich, it was well known, were only 
made up for the purpdse of delay. With 
respect to the proposed court of review, it 
was the option of many persons well in¬ 
formed on the subject, that it would only be 
an additional stage in tlie progress of litiga^ 
tion, and would not prevent any appeals to 
that house. To the court of xyview^ as pvc^ 
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posed in the bill, he was deddedlj hostile^ 
ayd he could conceive no other object in 
View in its establishment than the creation 
of a new and important office in the person 
of the president of that court. He could 
not, however, consenbto the establishment 
of a court in Scotland 8Uperioi*to the court 
of session, such being, in his opinion, a Vio¬ 
lation of the act of union ; i^uch a court 
should be deemed advisable, m thought it 
ought to be formed out of the court of scs 
Mon itself. With rcapert to the propo5^*d 
introduction of trial by jury in civil cases in 
Scotland, he was friendly te the experiment, 
but it was a measure which he thought 
ought to be proceeded in with great caution 
aud deliberation. He disliked in theory the 
compelling jurlhs to be unanimous, although 
long experience in lhis*country had sanc¬ 
tioned the principle, but he thought it some¬ 
what extraordinary, that whilst juries in ert- 
minal cases in Scotland decided by a majo¬ 
rity, that it should be proposed to compel 
them to an unanimous decision in civil cans. 
His lordship concluded, by moving an amend¬ 
ment in the first clause of the bill, to the 
effect of dividing the court of session into 
two chambeis instead of three 

Lord Grt'nvUle contended, that It was in¬ 
cumbent upon the noble lord to give s^e 
reason for his proposed division of the court 
of sessioi^ into twef instead of three charn- 
bers ; at present he had given none, except 
that it was hi& opinion. Experience in this 
country' was in favour of three courts, w'ith a 
few judges in each, and all theory on the 
subject pointed out the expediency of having 
the smaller in preference to the greater num¬ 
ber of judges. He had, when he first pro¬ 
posed this measure, not thought it advise- 
able that the number of the judges of the 
court of session should be reduced, but if 
the proposition for two chambers was per¬ 
sisted In, be should then coiftend that the 
tiumber of judges ought to be reduced, 
inasmuch as five judges ;vould be amply 
sufficient for each chamt^r. I'he noble 
lord had somewhat unfairly diarged the late 
ministers with having only ,in view the 
creation office in the establishment 

of the court or *eview } but if the division 
into two chambers awas to be persisted in, 
and the number of judges not reduced, the* 
truth would be, that noble lords on the 
other side were continuing fiAs useless and 
unnecessary offices. With respect to the 
proposed court of review, when that subject 
came fairly under discussion, he would un¬ 
dertake to prove to their lordships, that it 
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was not a violation of the act of onion, and 
that without such a court, very little would 
be done towards effecting the great object in 
view, that of diminishing <he great nurfiber 
of appeals to (hat bouse. As to what had 
been said by the noble lord respecting the 
bambers giving possession to the parties in 
whose favour they had decided, it was no* 
ticed in the resolutions of last session, but he 
had seen no proposition upon that subject 
which was not liable to many objections,. 
He objected strongly to giving an arbitrary 
discretion to courts upon tbis^oint. He had 
heard thendffe loifl with great surprise upon 
the subregi^f juries, and he was utterly as* 
lonishelf^at an Engliiihman should, in aq 
English house of parliament, declaim against 
trial by jury. 

Lord Hawkesbury, in explanation, said 
that he had not argued a^iq^t th^establish* 
ment of jures, but as to the principle of 
sonanimity. 

Lord Grenville resumed, and again ex* 
pressed his astonishment that the no^le lord 
should object to that which the experience 
of ages had sanctioned fn this country, and 
prov^ to be highly beneficial. He was not 
surprised, however, that to the minds to 
whose consideration this measure now de¬ 
volved, and with the advice now likely to be 
taken upon the subject, that the difficulties 
In lUewayof the establishment of trial by 
jury, in civtj cas^tirScdTtend, ffiuuld appear 
so insuperahj^^ He thought a most extra¬ 
ordinary D^ciple had been advanced by the 
noble loro, as the foundation of his opinionr 
upon this subject; for it amounted to tbiit* 
that id remedying a great evil we should not 
lookv any enlarged theory, but should doaa 
little \ possible. He contended ftiat 
reninined\foi^the noble lord to state hieree* . 

^ w 

sons for thaalteration be proposed. 

The Lord Chaltcellor coincided in opinion 
with his nobftf friend, as to the division of 
the court of session into two cbaQibers, be* 
cause he did coi^ive it would ffiUy answer 
tlie obj 'ct r^iired. With respect to the 
numl^r of Sdftcb appeals presented to that 
bouse, hecondi(ived the.best repiet^ to cotv- 
sist in affixing i$rge costs to those \vhict^ 
were presi^^ on impifiper and untenable 
founds. The house was aware that^until 
such a remedy was adopted, it would be 
impossible to check an evil which was sup* 
ported by thi parties who brought fShwara 
Hho^appeals, es well hy the profit arising 
from^he inteipst of money, fis the benefit 
of possession* He fully coincided in tbe 
opinion avith the late lord Mansfield, tint it 
a I 2 • • , 
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tb introduce tho't^al by jurj 

Scbtlauid, generaliy. 

/; ;Lard Grenville replied^ that he saw no* 
iititig in the noUerand learned lord's obser¬ 
vations, bat an opinion vwithout any splid 
argument* 

; Lord ISrikine lupported the principle of 
the bill in all its branches, and thought it 
exdeeding^ strange, that the introduction of 
trial tty jnryi genejally, into Scotland, should 

matter of such extreme at^preliension 
«nd cantion, particidarly as it was already 
{krtiaHy known<and valued in that country, 
as the source of all the ttlessin^of liberty 
enjoyed in this. He observed aib^strioas 
personage, on the other side, of bouse 
^e duke of Cumberland) smile, and he 
^ust be bold to tell him such a smile was in- 
doDsistent with the decorum with which 
that honserWas m th*e habit of hearing every 
noble lord express his sentiments; bat it 
was particularly indecorous and indecent in 
that illustrious peonage to« smile at a pane- 
gyricufgm tbetrial byjury. TrialbyJuiywas 
the means of placing the present family upon 
the throne of Englaifd, 'and trial by jury had 
preserved our most gracious sovereign, that 
illustrious person's f^her, tiiroughout his 
long and glorious reigu. Trial by jury was 
the best security for the freedom of that 
house j and he should never cease to feel 
and know, that Tri al by Jury enabled him 
to Bddress*th£r ^qual terms 

with the highest man amongn*^. 

Lord RedesdaU coincided ik opinion 
with his noble and learned friena^(lord El¬ 
don) that the bill in its present state would 
be a violation of the act of union, aAd to- 
tally unnecessary; but if such 
ihoi^d be found ne^cessary, be th 
« fifst ftught to undergo the invcsVig 
commission of inquiry. ^ 

' Lord Holland expresses a Jiope that the 
noble and learned lord who ^oke last, and 
who had acknowledged that he had been 
often indqcedto change hit opinion, upon 
varions subjects, had now igm conviction, 
changed that prejudice and (pinion, he had 
some titqe sjnce wptertain^, with respect 
|o one-fourth of his majefi^ subjects', he 
meant the Romaif catholics. An opinion 
Hmd prgudice most disgraceful^o this coun¬ 
cil, in the eyes of every^^ligbteued nation 
c&'tfaeglobe. 

hem Melville entered at huge intathe 
satute nod object df the proposed ch^ge; 
He did not see the benetits w^icb ths^oble 
ttiron via» so sanguine as to expect from the 
asoasore^' It was^ in his mind an innova- 
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tioci on that system of jarisprddeiee, which* 
the Scotch nation, at the period of the revoln^ 
tion, were so anxious to preserve and per¬ 
petuate. But he acquiesced in the proposi¬ 
tion of the nqble baron (lord Hawkesbury) 
with respect to making it a measure of tem¬ 
porary experiment, until a commission 
was appointed for tiie purpose of fully ascer¬ 
taining the gexferal grounds of the measure, 
and/he geneKl feeling of the nation to whom 
it peculiarly related. 

lx>rd Kinnaird trould not contemplate, 
without surprise, the conduct of noble lords 
relative to this measure. They had taken 
advantage of the late ministerial changes, 
totally to new-model the object and detail 
of the system so ably proposed by his noble 
friend, and so long desired^by Scotland. 
Such conduct went fo mock the expectations 
of the people of Scotland, and to cheat 
them of their hopes. 

The Earl of Lauderdale rose to ojipose 
the intention of the noble lords, in trying to 
lake an advantage of the house, and in pro¬ 
posing to a committee, in the form of an 
amendment, a measure aJfogeiher new in its 
principles. Such conduct was a violation of 
the privileges, and a complete disregard of 
the opinion of the people ; that opinion 
which his noble friend, who first iiitroduceil 
the measure, had iiseA every means fully to 
a<^uire and understand. *T'he iiobl^viscount 
(Melville) had talked of innovations. Eve¬ 
ry remedy for an existing evil, ,.was through¬ 
out the whole period ot his administration 
for that country, considered by him as. an 
innovation. But was it a m'^asure to pro¬ 
mote a system of jobbing aiul of favouri¬ 
tism, it would have fully accorded with his 
views. He thought the nolde lords ought to^ 
be ashamed of att^pting to i>ass such a 
juggle on the house. 

Lord Auckland slated, that nolwithstand- 
iqg the very extensive information that he 
h^ heard communicated upon this subject 
from butlu^sides uf the hou^c, he confessed 
that his mind was nof sutticicinly informed 
as to how lar tins measure might be consi¬ 
dered to affect the administration of justice 
in that part of the island to was di¬ 

rected. He had listened attentively wTth tl>e 
hope that some noble lard might so far eii- 
*liglden his mind, and set his doubts upon 
this point at rest. However, as be was. dis¬ 
appointed inVhis respect, he must-beg leave 
to solicit the assistance of some noble lord, 
as to bow be should now proceed in order 
to obtain the opinion the judges on this 
subject. * 
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Lord nawkeslnry expreised hW rrgret 
that the noWe lord had not thought of sug¬ 
gesting his desire to obtain further iiitorma- 
tion at an eailier hour. 

Lord Auckland repeated, • that he had 
hoped to have heard the legality of tlie ques¬ 
tion placed beyond all doubt t>y one of the 
learned lord** on the other snjp of the house. 
The judges, however, were %t hand, and 
might easily bo called in, irft was tlieir 
lordship*’pleasure. [A call of move! move! 
from the treasmy bench.^ Jlis lordship ac¬ 
cordingly moved, that the judges be now 
called UK—Upon which lord Hawkesbury 
and the lord chancellor suggesting the great 
inconvenience tliair would result from com¬ 
mencing such an inquiry at that late hour, 
it was agreed^ at half after two o’clock in 
the morning, that tlie* subject should be 
resumed on Monday next. 


HOUSK OF COMMOKS. 

Fruhijf Ai)tU 17 . 

[Minutfs.] Laird Robeit Seymour, faom ! 
the select committee appointed to try and de- ^ 
trrmine the merits ot the petition ot ITcnry 
Allan, Deacon of the Fleshers of the city of 
Fdmburgh, and one of the persons having 
right to vote in Ihe election of a member 
the city ofEdinburgh, poinpl 'ining of an»un- 
due election and return for the said city, ip- 
formed the hoase,*that th*e said coinmictee 
had determined, that sir Patrick Murray 
was duly elected, and that the said petition 
appeared to the said committee to be frivo¬ 
lous and vexatious. — Lord Temple called 
the attention of the house to a cirrumstance, 
of which he had yesterday given notice. He 
was glad to see the noble lord in his place, 
^nnd was sure that noble lord would satisfy the 
house why when he liad^)b|aincd leave of ab¬ 
sence on the plea of n sickceriilicate, he had 
been told upon the division the other morn¬ 
ing. Ixvrd Llcnniker said, tliat the certiti- 
Cate alluded to W the noble lord had obtained 
him exemptiorfmerely from sitting on elec¬ 
tion committees. It Vas a partlc^ar certi- 
hc|te, not a general one; he threw himself 
upon the indulgence of the Jioiise. Lord 
Temple sas^i^at as the explanation just 
made* to the house must have been deemed 
satisfactory by thea^oble lord, he should^ 
persist no further in the business.—Mr. 
Huskisson, in a committee of supply, moved 
the following sums : Three*iniUions, for 
paying off outstanding exchequer bills for 
tbe year 1806j l,500,0(K)l. for ditto; 
139,1381. loyalty loan; 10,3061. to the 
l^wedish confoy; and also that provision be 


made (bndlething the English and lr1^h mi« - 
litia, and for allowances to subaltern officers 
in time of peace. On the bouse resuming, 
the Report was oi dered to be received ooi 
Monday.—Mr. HuskUsoa moved, that nk 
humble address be presented to his majesty, 
praying that his majesty would begrackni^ 
pleased to order that the Report of ihe Roy¬ 
al College of Physicians on the progress of 
the Vaccine Inocubtion be laid l^fore that 
house. Ordeted.—Mr. Bankes broogfat op 
a bill to prev’ent the gilinting of Offices t|r 
Reversion, ot lor Joint liven, with benefit^ 
survivorshinf wlilJh was read a first time. 

[Poom^Caws Bill.] — Mr, IV/iUMad 
moved me order o{ the day for the house 
going into a committee upon this bill, ffld 
that it be an instruction to the committee to 
divide it into tw'o or mom bills as they may 
think fit. Previous to*goiog into the com¬ 
mittee, bow^cver, he thought it would be 
►proper to say a few words cxplajiatory Ot 
ins intentions in regard to tlie bill he had 
originally bnd the honour to introduce, as 
several gentlemen were not present upon a 
late occasion, when fie triefly stated them. 
In consequcnt-e of intimations he had re¬ 
ceived from dilferent pat ts of the country, 
of the opposmon it was likely to meet with 
in ceitain points, he had thought it best to 
propose the division of it, and the abandon'^ 
ment of some portions of it. He intendi'd. * 
for instancy, maritshdolnr tst, tliat part of it 
which gives ikK power of requirin'g a previous 
adjudicati<7nof settlements. 3d!y, that relative 
to the vestries, in so far as it gave, two or 
more votes to persons possessed of largi* 
property in (be parish. 3dly, that relative 
totnS^claralionof tlie nssessmei^s of stock 
in tra^ and nersonal property. ARer aban¬ 
doning thesi parts of the original bilt, he • 
should propose to divide the remnioder of it 
into four sepaiate^bills. The first of thes«> 
would relate td education only; the seconjl 
comprehend tbo relaxation of tbe law of 
settlemeilts, by '^a residence-for .a certain 
number of yearp"in-certain parishes j vestries 
to be held awertain times, and notice to 
be given thereV.^ He meant to pcess upnit 
the considenitron of the house, poweib 
of exemptM cottagers,* under a certn'ii 
amount of ii&me, from being included ni 
the poor’s •raw^, upon their own request j 
and the powej of giving rewards to labourers 
unde.r certain very linfited circumstlhiccs, 

I kndN^o to repetl a part*of the 9 th of Georgif , 
I., vmkh goesito drive into the workhouses; 
oppress^ely, all persona, applying for gsriiH 
chill relief. He should likewise indude tbir 
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ytmvt<£ bttiUIng cottages at cetfain mts, 
m the residence of the poor, with a power 
of stutunary qectments. llese, and other 
topics, were to be cemprehended in twobills, 
which he should press forward in the present 
aettion of parliament. Ihe third bill, viz. 
that relative to the parochial fund of assu¬ 
rance, as being more novel than the other 
parts, he should propose to be read in the 
committee, but to be afterwards deferred to 
another session of parliament; and fourtlily, 
the other bill relative^o the regulation and 
equalization of she county rates. Having 
given this explanation, the *hon^^ent. con- 
duded with moving that the S^^gker do 
leave the chair. 

Mr. Curiven commenced his speech with 
ahandsome eulogium on the purity of the 
motives wludi actuated the hon. gent, but 
said he wa 8 dKirry,to add, that from many of 
that lion, gent.'s views upon this subject he 
materially differed. The hon. mover, in 
introducing this bill, had drawn a compari¬ 
son bexv^n the Scotch and the English 
poor : he, for bis part, could see no analogy 
.whatever. He strongly 'deprecated the pre- 
setTt system of poor-rates, and thought that 
it called lou^y for parliamentary interfer¬ 
ence. The burden of the poor-rates on the 
mid^ing orders was almost intolerable. He 
did not think that the proposed bill veent in 
any way to.allcviatc that burthen. On the 
contrary, he conteitSEH IR^Nif^e^relaxation 
that was proposed was adopiH^t would 
Increase the poor-rates twofold ; ^stead of 
their bemg tliree millions, they would be 
then six millions. Besides, it was to be re¬ 
collected that the poor required immediate 
remedy ; rnd even admitting that to ^ie a 
wbi<i was proposed, it was almost 
^istarif onf. To the principle* of funding 
he also objected. He did not think that the 
poor could fund, and e\%n ^ihey did it 
would encourage idleness. *^e plan of 
cdocation Ve thought too expensive, and the 
system of'building cottagea and Aljudging 
to different tenants, w^ld be produc¬ 
tive of endless contention, me thought the 
co^ acts of Mr. Pitt every^ 3 /ay entitled to 
a preference, and though notih Uie habit of 
approving of that r^ght hon. genti’s adroinis- 
tmtlcfh, he felt it but justice tji say, that his 
measures on this subject reffected the higb- 
eat hoaour on bis memory. I|e concluded 
•with Mating, that ifie poor-rates at pryent 
sfiver^y upon a deserving and inrotri- 
ons set of people: the lower mders ^shop¬ 
keepers in England. ' 

Mr. Plumer approved highly of the sys¬ 


tem of education, and thought It^wai the 
most desirable object of the whole plan pro^ 
po^ by the bon. member. He was of 
opinion, that the poor's rates, if well ancf 
properly admhpstered, were fuHy adequate 
to the support of the poor, and of a system: 
for their edurjftion. He did not think it 
necessary taabrogatetheexistingpoor laws, 
because he wasp^rsusded iliat an ameliora¬ 
tion the ikbde ol admiiristering theoi, 
would filly answer the par^wse 

The Chancellor of the /urrAr'^uer Miggest- 
ed the propriety of leiting the bill go into 
the committee, in order th it the hon mover 
might have an oppoiiunitr ot bringing it 
out of the committee in the* form in which 
he wished tosubmit his measures te the con¬ 
sideration of the bouse. Thifwould divide 
the consideration of^lie complicaUHi ques¬ 
tion, and save a great deal of observation. 
After this proceeding, he hoped the hon. 
member would have no objection to give the 
house an opportunity of considering each of 
the distinct bills, by consenting to their re¬ 
commitment. 

Mr. ^W/otnes said, that as the hon. gent, 
liad signified his intention of letting two of 
thu four hills lie over till next session ; he 
thought it would be very adviieable in him 
to postpone the four bills, until tlyey bad 
been submitted to the cool and deliberate 
cohsideration of the couiftry. ^ 

Mr. Paltcson took occasion to observe, 
that since he had presented a petition from 
Norwich, against one of the clauses contain¬ 
ed in the original bill, he had been inform¬ 
ed by the bon. mover that the nature of that 
clause had been entirely misunderstood by 
the petitioners. 

Mr. Fuller wished to see distinctly the 
whole extent of tl^e ^plan proposed by the ' 
hon. gent, and, to give time for mature de-* 
liberation, he wished the measure to stand 
over to another session. 

*Mr Davies Gultty was fearful, lest, whilst 
endeavouring to remedy partial evils, more 
serious ones might be introduced, and parti¬ 
cularly animadverted on that part of the 
bill for building cottages. * 

Mr. Parnell^ in allusion had fal¬ 

len from an hon. gent, respecting Mr.^Pitt’a 
jCorn acts, adverted Xo^ «tbe great advantage 
derived by Ireland from tlie Corn Intercourse 
act, passra by tlie late ministry, wbo bad al¬ 
ways paid Bomuch attention *to the interests 
of Ireland. 

Sir Ralph Milbanhe observed, that the 
present system of poor laws was a bad one, 
and that someth'ng ought to bb done to re>- 
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'xnedy thttevil^ and the sooner the remedy 
jya» introduced the better. 

Mr. S/iaufLe Ffivre would not opjpose the 
committal of the biH, but he wished to 
know whether it was intended to abandon 
for the present the equalization of the coun¬ 
ty rates, there was a bill now before the 
house for the equalization of the rates in 
Kent, which might be stojt, if the thing 
should be done by this bill, »S ^ 

Mr. Whitbread said, that he would endea¬ 
vour to shew that th* object of his hon. 
friend (Mr. Curwen) for stopping tlie ac¬ 
cumulation of the poor rates immediately, 
was chimerical. It was \tiy fine in lan¬ 
guage, but how liyas it to be done ? As to 
the equalization <'f* the county rates, he 
wouli «ish tdsgo on with it at present, and 
if he should 'hai.don iWfor the present, it 
should be Mil V in (onsctjuence of the opinion 
of others 

Ml Ihnaham would not object to the^ 
coTTiii o 'of the bill, but be had such seri¬ 
ous < bj^tionb to the gieatcr part of itj^tbat 
he thought It would be better to postpone 
the nicjbure till next session —The Speaker 
left the chair, and Mr, Hobhouse stated 
that the best way would be to read first, #11 
the clauses that were to torni the first bill, 
postponing the rest, and so on, with rjgard 
to the four bills into t^hich U was intended 
to div ide the prei^nt bilb and to negattve 
such classes as were not to be passed this 
session. 

Mr, Wilfirforce proposed that his hon. 
friend (Mr Whitbread) should be allowed 
to proce^ to form his four bills for the pie- 
sent, and that each should be re*commiUed, 
when they might be discussed.—Mr. Sime¬ 
on, Mr. Fellowes, and Mr. Pule Carew, 
* wished the bills not to be pressed this ses¬ 
sion, as the house woifid^ot have an oppor¬ 
tunity of discussing them in all their stages, 
usually allowed for discussioiron bills of im¬ 
portance, the bill haviBg already gone 
through some,of its stages. " 

Mr. Bathurst obs^ved, that when each 
bill came on, gentlemen would have an op- 
pertunity of urging what tlicy should think 
necessar yTTi e proposition of Mr. Wilber- 
forc^was'^Snihgth agreed to, Mr. Whit¬ 
bread presented his four bills. The bpuse 
resum^, and the wlfole were reported. * 

HOUSE or LORDl. 

Monday, April 20. 

[Scotch Judicaturb Bill.] Lord 
8uggested‘*to the house, whether 
it was really fair in the noble lords opposite. 


to engraft jipon a bill, which had undeigoBB 
the most mature consideration, both in the 
house and in the country, a new biH, 
tremely varying, and ^together different 
in its principle ? • If the noble lords disap* 

I proved of the measure, would it not be more 
I consistent with their duties to reject it at 
once, and then to come before the legisXh.^ 
tjarewiih their own proposition, having 
ven that proper parliamentary notice which 
the usage of the house had heretofore sane* 
tioned, and which was^peculiarly incumbent 
on the proposal of such an* important mea¬ 
sure, affec^g astt did so great and respecta¬ 
ble a the empire. But, if it was the 

intenftra of the house to go into a commit¬ 
tee. he was anxious to know from the no^ 
and learned lord (Kldon) in what way the 
ner'-.sa^ questions should be put to the 
Scotch Judges ? and wRethpr they were to 
be examined upon oath or not ? 

The Lord Chancellor thought the noUe 
baron folly competent to decide, both on 
manner and the matter of exan^iping the 
Scotch Judges. With respect to the incon-* 
sifitency and want of Tairneas attributed to 
those who supported the proposed amend¬ 
ments, he should on|y for himself say, that 
he never pledged himself to any farther 
support, than a bare admission, that some al¬ 
teration was necessary in the manner of ad¬ 
ministering civil justice in Scotland. Whe- 
llier the present bill Wiiwejet^edT or not, bo 
was not pfepated to say what fine of con¬ 
duct he would pursue; whether, in the first 
I case, he would propose any new measure j 
but be would certainly, if the bouse went 
into a committee, follow up his owa opinl- 
I on,% by proposing and supporting such 
' amendments, as to him appealed correct 
I and advantageous, * • , 

Lord Grenville would not deseft his duty 
and opinions, ^though other noble loiw 
I were carelesssn the performance of the one, 
and the recollection of the other. What- 
’ ever might be the fate of the, bil[ which bo 
had tlie boDour to propose, be would conti¬ 
nue to suppolft its principle and provisions } 
and he trusted, for the ^credit pf t{ie house,, 
that it would-not softer a measure t6 dto^ 
to \vhtcb,trarce a monfti ago, it gave the 
most unanii^us support. • 

Lord Hatmesbury denied that the propo¬ 
sal for dividing the court of session into two 
chambers, ihstead of 4hiree, as ot^inally 
pr^i^sed, was^ny violation of the principle^ 
of tab bill, aq^ tlierefore was a just and coc- * 
rect oD^t for amendment. 

LoroakiRnaird contended that the amend-' 
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fini^j aspmfkjs^ hy ihe'nohJe^aw^ was a 
^ii^cwiplete alteraticn of the principle of the 
iWI, which, after such nncommon industry, 
i«}via noble friend had submitted to the consi- 
. Iteration of their lordshipf. 

Lord l^ttderdale took n survey of the dif- 
lerent opiniousexpressed respecting the me- 
jits of the bill, and contended that not only 
|i majority, bpt that of the best infbrnirtj men 
io KQtland, b:id given it their approbation, 

• 'TheXord Chancellor in explanation, said, 
Utat be would prqpo«<'c a motion which might 
>l>iriog the matttf to issue. It was now his 
Intention t(>mo\e, that 4he (^imittee be 
Referred till Tliursclay next, that\^ir lord- 
jbtps miglit have time to their 

minds upon the subject, and that tiien he 
take the sense of the house upon it, 
And afterwards, if necessary, move, that 
fhecommiitee postponed for three weeks, 
for the purpose of allowing time to prepare 
KDOther bill. 


famUy, tmd involved himself m the. gneatat 
ditficuity. ft therefore prayed the interjw- 
sition of that bonourabie bouse in bis btdwf. 
Mr. Stewtirt bore testimony to the loyal 
exertions of this gentleman in Ireland du¬ 
ring the Jale troublesome limes. Mr. Wick¬ 
ham expressefl hims^ conbdent that when 
the subject should be investigated, the earl 
of Hardwicks would be lijund free from 
blame. Thf^peLition was then ordered to 
lie Sn the table. 

[Mutiny AT VELLORE.] Mr. Howori^ 
said, he thought it his duly to call the atten¬ 
tion of the house to the late d^e^ldl'ul muti¬ 
ny at Vellore ; a mutiny, which he had every 
reason to think, iiad been occasioned by an 
ill-timed military measure, tending to vio¬ 
late some of the customs the natives. 
He wished to put a«question to a right hon. 
gent, opposite, as president of the boaid of 
controul, and, according to the answer he 
sliould receive, he should, ]>erhaps, think it 


The Duke of Athol suggested the proprie- his duty to found a motion upon this subject, 
.ty of discharging the order for the attend- wished to know whether, in ctJiise- 
ance or the Scutch judges, quence of the accounts received from Ma- 

Xx»‘d J/e/vi/Ze up the suggestion and dras, any steps had been taken, cither to 
gave notice that on Thursday nc -.t he should remove those persons who were so ob- 


Mxious to the natixes, or to attempt to con- 
(miate tliose who were so much irritated ? 

Mr. R. S. Dujidas, as president of the 
board of controul, answered, that lie could 
a^ure the hon. ^cnt., that the subject to 


move, that the order for the attendance of 
the Scotch judges be mseharged. 

Lord Lauder da lew exceedingly surpri 

Bed at this motion and asked, if it was 
thought necessary to ntnve for the attend¬ 
ance of thb fkotcbi^dgc's, ^ipon a bill, the which he alluded Jmd been matter hf si rious 
whole of which bad been s^nittted for a consideration with the boatd of controul. 
fob year to all those persons in Scotland JVevious to the appointment of the present 
who were most competent to form an opini- board, the court at' directors did make a re¬ 
sin of its merits, how much more so must it solution as to the changes that were to lake 
not be necessary Co have the opinion of the place in the Madras establishment. With 
Scotch judges upon a bill, of the natup of regard to the causes of that unfortunate mu- 
.whicb ttotbin^ at all had as yet transpir£l?— tiny, iie could only say, that during the very 
,The proposition of I He lord chtfucellor was few days since the present board had been- 
iheo agreed to; the house resolved itself into appointed, it was* impossible that they could 
,M committee, pro forma, and it was next or- liave made up tlieir minds, or that they 
dered that the committee da'sit again on could ascertain that any dissatisfaction did 


Thursday. 


Aftually still exist. Tiie board having been 
so employed, no delay woul^ take place in 
adopting w'hatevcrstej^s might be judged ne¬ 
cessary. 

Mr. Corry said, that, as the qtiestion ivas 


HOUSE OP COMMONS. 

Monday, ApTiL'1%, 

[Minutes J Mr. Whitbfead presented 
^peiitlon from W.<5. Lindsey, fM|. of the one which deServed the mos t serio us con«i- 
'jcounty of T^TOoeA in Ireland,^ whom lie deration, he should think itoWWfKl be, advi- 
trot the least knowledge ; Jmu it was -a sable to delay adopting any measures, till 
petition complaining of n gr*i(vswsce which •the arrival of an officer * whom he knew to 
ilnv ftUegod to exist, nod prating for relief: be upon his passage from India to this coun- 
.^ thUelbre thouglst it his dhfy to present try. ThcoffiMfhe alluded to was sir John 
il to the bouse. 1 life petiiiqp being re^at. Craddock, who, from his situation at Ma- 
apytfared to state a luimberj/ioyal dras, had had an opportunity of investiga- 
actions pertcirn?ed by the petitionem Ire- ting the whole affair ; and who, thercfoit» 
lajwt * which bi^pught uu the total u^u of his would be able to state the pa^ticuUrs wtlii 
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tnore accuriicf than could be done in any 
^^tten diifpatches. 

[iRisa Churches akd Glebe Housb9.3 
Mr. JKickkam, in rising to make a motion on 
^his subject, observed, that the papers on the 
table would shew iha nece^iiy of parlia¬ 
mentary interference, oy larger and more 
liberal grants for the relief of the protestant 
church in Ireland. In 160B, he had laid 
• on the table of the house a pap^for the pur¬ 
pose of rousing their attention to this *ub ■ 
ject. Two bills were sqbsequently passed; 
one for the loan, without interest, of a large 
sum from the Board of First Fruits; the 
other for the advance of ofSO.OCX) by the 
lord lieutenant. On these bills, however, 
no steps had be^n taken. Entering into a 
comparative s^gtement of the population of 
the two countries, he asserted, that the po¬ 
pulation of Ireland was half that of South 
Britain j but that the number of parishes 
in South Britain exceeded 10,000; while 
in Ireland the number of parishes was ori¬ 
ginally only 2436, and, by subsequent mn- 
solidations, was in the year I 79 I reducca to 
1120. This reduction was highly injurious 
to the protestant interest; and it appeared 
that, in the late troubles in Ireland, rebel¬ 
lion raged most violently, and most succes- 
fully, in those districts in which the reduction 
liad been the greatest. * Having dwelt on the 
great iniporiance*o&this subject, he conclud¬ 
ed by mot'ing, ** That a select committee 
be appointed to take into consideration the 
several acts of pirliament relating to the 
building, rebuilding, and keeping lu repair, 
churches and glebe houses in Ireland, and 
to die purchase of glebe houses and lands 
. there, and requiring certain returns to be 
made concerning the sufticiency, state of, 
and condition, of such churches, for (he 
regular performance of difine service there¬ 
in ; together with the several reports and 
papers relating thereto, and teethe unions of 
parishes, that were laid before this house hi 
the years I803.^d 1806 respectively; and 
that they do consider t^e said acts and pa¬ 
pers, and examine how far the said acts, or 
fln)*of them, have been found inadequate, 
and in what respwt, for the purposes there¬ 
by intended'^S^do report the same tc^e- 
ther with their ol);>ervatioDs and opinion 
thereu^K)!), to the hoifte.** ' 

Dr. Dulgenan said he would not oppose 
the motion of the right hpn. gent, but he 
ton(ended that the poverty of the people was 
sb^great in many places, that if it were not 
for the union of the parishes, the clergy 
>Arcluld have devours^d tlie people. Basides 
. VoL. IX, 


this, there^was an old act, passed in the ireiga 
of GLue^ Elizabeth, he believed, which'^ 
authorised the lord lieutenant andvpr-vy 
council to divide or qpnsuUdate parishes 
according to the qpcessity of the case, acd 
it so happened that where the patronage of 
the crown was most extensive, there the 
univn of the parishes was more frequently 
apt to take place ; for instance, if a gentle¬ 
man had g(x>d interest and connexions of , 
any weight, a single parish might be in so low 
a state, that it would net be worth his ac^ 
ceptance. He then woulcl perhaps give the 
real statement oi*<he case to his frieod or ' 
patron, afterwards a recommendation 
wouldi^me from the crown, that two ad¬ 
joining parishes should be consolidated into 
one, which the bishop in such case mostly 
agreed to. He did not estimate the popa« 
latioii of Ireland at much mor^ than two 
millions, and the Protestant clergy would 
be very much oppressed and unable to main¬ 
tain the res])eqtabiiity of their situation, 
if the union of parishes were not ^ many 
instances allowed. 

Sir John Newport sal0, that many errone¬ 
ous calculations had gone forth as to the .ac¬ 
tual number of inhabitants in Ireland. The 
number as laid down by Mr. Bushe, in the 
Irish Philosophical Transactions, amounted 
to upwards of four millions. Aitheugb tlte 
lords lieutenant of Ireland harl the power 
of disuniting paj^ishes, a* had Tiof found any 
instance m*which tiiey had done so. The 
state'of the protestant church of Ireland , 
did require tlic attention of the house, and he 
was r.urc they could not bestow Iheir la¬ 
bours better than in discussing such an in- 
quirjy 

'I'he Chancellor oj the ExchetfJler said, 1)0 
should certnwily forwarH the object ofclKmo-, 
tion. He believed the money dir&ted to be 
applied for the beneiit of the church, by the 
acts in (803. had never been properly ap¬ 
plied. Many of the unions had been direct¬ 
ed by th&privy council, on acfoui^t of some 
of the parishes not being adequate to the^ 
maintenance df a clergyman. The proposed 
Inquiry, therefore, appeared (o be one of* 
the most useful acts the house could Angagt^ 
in. One object on this side of the water had 
been to securA the residence of the clergy, 
but such aniot|ec( Could not be aimed at in 
Ireland, till supli time as they had parsonage 
houses to reside in. • ' 

• stated, that, to'hh^ 

knowMge, sqpie ot theFivings intheSo itli' 
of Irela^ aihounted to 4 1000,. m .£1500/ 

andsomlwven tojfilsoao a-ycar7Nuid*8Uo 

• a S. • ^ 
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m some instances where fti^solida- 
t|on df livings and parishes had taken p]ace> 
ih atthntioD to the relwous duties of the 
^eq>je had been refUrsed} for no place of 
raigious worship was provided, within the 
reach of the inhabitants;, nor could such 
parishioners obtain baptism for their child* 
ren, or the other rights of the church ; and 
the cx>Dseqaence was, that the protestant 
mhabitants, in such places, had disappeared. 
He hoped, therefore, that a strict investiga¬ 
tion would be set on *foot, with a view of 
» canrectmg such abuses. 

” Mr. Famell tliougbt, * tha^^e house 
ought to be put in possession of cni^^stan* 
ces so material as those hinted at by the hon. 
gent. The population of Ireland, as com¬ 
puted by Mr. Busbe, amounted in the year 
1788 to 4,080,000 iphabifants; the popula- 
^6n of Bnglandcand Wales, as the Census 
was taken in 1801, w^as ^ 9 , 200 , 000 ; from 
this it appeared^ that the calculations of the 
Beamed doctor were formed upon mistaken 
i/b/a-»7hc motion was then put and car¬ 
ried ; and a select cqpamittee appointed ac¬ 
cordingly. 

[Ikisb Gbaud Jury Presentments ] 
Mr. Maurice Filxgeruld rose, pursuant to 
notice, to move for leave to bring in a bill to 
alter and amend the mode of levying money 
Grand Juries, in Ireland. He could 
now state^ f^om the return on the table, 
that the enmmous sum of Iftif a million was 
raised by the grand juries, for bridgea and 
’ cross-roads, exclusive of turnpike-roads, and 
the main lines of communication between 
Che difTerent parts of Ireland. Tliis sum 
might not appear great compared with the 
revenne of England ; but it was prodigious 
whA compared w'ith*. that of Ireland. The 
•bon. &nt« went on to state, thit a land-tax 
would be an unpopular measure in Ireland 


proper accounting for the monSy. He* 
would bring in the bill this sesskm, that M 
might be printed and considered by tlie 
grand juries during the summer assizes. 
would thus cope forward next session, after 
all the consideration gtnt could be requisite. 
He did not mfan to alter the system of levy¬ 
ing money by Grand Juries, but to subject 
it to the mqst beneheial regulations. He 
coulj not collude without stating another 
motive W’hich had induced him to propose 
this measure. At flris moment, he observ¬ 
ed, w'hen all the view's of the late ministry 
in favour of Ireland had been defeated, when 
the hopes of all those who from honest 
motives supported the Utiion were blasted 
^W'hen the Union w'as rendered merely no¬ 
minal and barren, though iJiere appeared 
no intention immedfiuely to repeal it—when 
the present government was fopnded on an 
interdict against Jieland, and existed under 
a plccige to -withhold from the royal ear the 
grievances and complaints of the unhappy 
j>e<^)le of that country; at such a moment as 
(his, he hoped the house would concur with 
him in the opinion, that at least all the 
practical benefits ought to be coufcrretl on 
Ireland which could possibly be obtained. 
He concluded by moving for leave to bring 
ill a bill to alter and, amend the mode of 
levying money hy^ Grand Juries in Ireland. 

i'he ChanecUoT uf th* had no 

objection to (he bill proposed by the hon. 
gent. The course of proceeding with respect 
to the bill, as suggested by the hon. gent., 
he thought altogether unexceptionable, he 
rose for the purpose of deprecating for him¬ 
self, and those connected with him, the 
supposition of their being disposed to in¬ 
tercept the prayers of any part of his majesty’s 
subjects in their > 4 'ag to tlie royal ear, or to 
the presencejof parliament, however his sen- 


tnd yet that country was in reality subject to; tinients might differ from tliose of the right 


land-tax, raised In the most objectionable 
wzj. Tbe poor in Ireland were, of necessity,^ 
bilged tG h^e some land, and ^fter, by 
extraordinary industry, raisi^ subsistence 


hon. gcut. on some sqbjccts connected with 
a large portion of the people Ireland. He 
thought it right also to of!l7*1iiniseU'to the 
house, leFt, if he s^iould have sat silent 
out of it, (hey were obligeJ^to pay (heir j while tbe Union was represenied as a barren 
^thes, and tlien their Grand Jurj' Tax, j and useless tlWng, as a tliingj the contintf- 
Vbich fell upon t^e poor occupajits ; while junce of which was problgpaiieal, and its 
mri^ll^propiietGr, being'absciil/payed noqe dissolution a thing seriously contemplated, 
of tbe tax as a proprietor. What he pro- Jest such things, sufli^td to pass uncontra- 
^osed, therefore, was, to*iollow up the dieted, should give rise to false anddangerous 
of the regulation adopted by his opinions abr^d. The interests of the two 
r^t]boD. friend (sir.J, Newport), wb^adj countries were now so Intimately combined. 


exempted from the house t& those jniose 
Xents did not exceed 61. pe/ ^nnuj^ He 
hdended^sA to propose some regula- 
ffons wftb respect to pres^entroeiifl and the 


that a dissolution of the Union could pot be 
contemplated without Involving roost ma¬ 
terial injuiy'lo bdth, how'ever some matters 
of detail in the opimoo of aome. 
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* be yet remote from a satisfactory arrange- called emancipation ?" The answer waiL 
M^nt. as the hod. gent, had staled, that they di} 

Mr. Parnell defended his hon. friend, not understand it, and that they woi^d n it 
kwho might well be warranted in doubting of give the value of the i^ in the pen* wth 
the policy of the Union, when the Imj^rial which the clerk^ was writiog for it. This 
parliament wasmndelhescendofdibseminat* was, perhaps, true; but then this question 
ing religious disscntions, intgead ofditfus- was followed by another, viz. " what hp 
ing, as had been promised by the authors of thought would have been effects ofgranL- 
Ihe union, political rights, «by the eztinc- ing this emancipation?" The teply wai^ 
* tion of religious divisions. i that there wasnothingthe rebel leaders dread- 

Mr. IVilberfoTce had listened with ^eat ed so much; as it would have taken the pea- 
satisfaction to the statamenU of the hon. santry out of their han^s entirely, andconi- 
mover, because he had thrown some light pletely destroyed their hopes of establishing 
upon the situation of the Irish poor. He a republic in Ireland. Inis was the reu 
wished that the gentlemen from Ireland state of The hon. gent, then pro* 

would always en^leavour to enlighten the ceeded-t^f state, that in voting for the Union, 
house with legard to the internal state oi he had combatted his earliest prejudices and 
that countiy.* This would be much more feelings, and supported it with a view to tho 
important with rcspprt*to the i>oor of that security of all establishments, and the re* 
countiy than the discus'.ion of any great storation of a firm and lasting tranquillity to 
political privileges. Dr. Me. Nevin, one of Ireland. He had done ?o luider direct 
the persons who had been engaged in the, pledges on this sflbject sanctioned by tbo 
rebellion, had stated in answer to a question greatest names,^ and he never would have 
put to him, when examined before a cpm- concurred in it on any other terms. But 
inittee of the Irisli house of commons, ili’t now, when he saw the evils aggravated, and 
the |)easantry would not give the value of none of the expected good effects produced, 
the ink in the pen with which tlie clerk was he, speaking for himself only, declared, 
writing, for emancipation The real hap- that the Union was barren and nominal, and 
piness of the people depended more on the that no great benefit tould result from con- 
nature of their connection with their land- linuing it.—The motion w'as then putaud 
holders and tytheholdhrs, than upon those carried, 
privilege^ Ondo#the best cffecN w'liitfh 

he hoped for from the Union was the ad- house of y>RD9« • 

ditional Iight.wliich it would enable us to • Tuesday, Apnl 21^ 

procure with lespect to the situation of the [Capture oi* Monte Video.] —The 
people of Ireland. If Irish gentlemen, and Earl of Moira rose, to call the attention of 
members of parliament, would study and the house to certain observations and errone- 
point out measures, calculated to promote ous reports that had been sent abroad respect- 
the internal comfort and prosjierily of lie- ing % deficiency in the quantum ofammuni- 
land, tliey would do tar more real service to tion with which the troops were fifmishqd' in 
their country, than by recriminating upon the attack on Monte VWeo. Nothing^ould 
those who could not h'aif.uTl ilic strong mea- be more cruel and mischievous tbVu the dU;* 
8 urestlic 7 might wi*,!!. Whatever difference semination of such rumours, without any 
of opinion there might be as tfl higher ques- concomitant explanation to account for the 
tioDs of policy, all, he trusted, would concur circumstance they alluded to. Wltat must 
in endcavoutin^o promote the reformation *the soldiers feel, if they were^taught to ho¬ 
of the abuses in lha4 country; and with lieve that they were sent into thb field to 
this view, he Wtshed it to be considered, encounter alUits dangers, and expose their 
whither it might not be possibje for the vo- lives, w'ithout being provided with the usual 
luntary exeUlQD^I the great landholders and adequate means that migift redder thei^ 
themsfilves to cofifrt these abuses ^ valour efficacious, and give them aq equali- 

'M.x. Mautice Fu^t^ald begged leave to tyof chance with the enemy ? SoAr^rom 
give an accurate an& entire statement of that being Uie'^ case, he believed he might 
the circumstance to which the hon. gent, venture to assert, that so for from the troop* 
liadjust adverted. This he cduld do with being left without a due#proportion uf ara- 
the most pertect correctness, as he had been ciu^^on, he w^s pretty certain, that a some* 
ajnember of the Irish Committee. The wliatVeatepiyoportion of ammunition tbaa ’ 
queRtion asked was, what value the gi ea; whatlM been allatted to a similar sorvioo 
body of the Calhulics attached to what was (the cafi^e of the Cape ot Hhpe),, 

’ 2 BL 3^ . • ' 



fbr tbttt jiervice. Indeed, ihe diffi?renre of 
[the nature of the*two expeditions would 
■hew, that the proportion of ammunition 
was larger on the part of those who were not 
destined for an expected attiu k. But these 
xnatte}^ would be placed in their proper light 
by the return to the motion which he should 
now have the honour of submitting to their 
lordsliips. The noble earl then concluded 
with roovirg an humble address to his ma¬ 
jesty, praying that lit* would be graciously 
pleased lo order, That MiereXj^ laid , be- 
Jbre the bouse an account of the q^^tity of 
ammunition shipped on board the expedi¬ 
tion, under the command of sir S. Auch- 
muty, and of the quantity usually furnished 
for similar expeditions". 

The Earl of Qalhwa^ conceived himself 
to be somewhat the cause of the obsen'aiions 
thrown out by the noble lord who spoke 
last. It was true, (hat he Itod animadverted 
bn ^the ^deficiency of ammunition under 
which the brave troops laboured who had so 
gallanrly stormed Monte Video. In ma¬ 
king that observation he had rather in view 
to reflect additional llv>tre on that achieve¬ 
ment, than to aim any attack by a side wind, 
or ^otherwise, on the late administration. 
No doubt, the inevitable iufeience from hi.'i 
remarks was a censure so far on the late mi¬ 
nistry, but* h€ did ffOt single out jpiy depart¬ 
ment of thafgovemment, much le.ss any in¬ 
dividual, as the peculiar object of his ani¬ 
madversion. jf, however, the cap seemed 
to fit the noble earl, it wr^s for that noble earl 
further to explain hioiself: he certainly wn.s 
surprised that any n/bleloi d, who belonged 
to the late administration, could have sofar 
Jet hiimv'lf down dslojuMify lii.Iconduct by 
squeezing It upon thatot hi.s predecessors in 
office, whom it w: - the cflnstant study and 
jlracticeofth<^’ late ad inisfaltbn todisparag? 
and decry In the public ehtimation. 

" Earl defended the characnir of ihe 

Jate ministry', and obsened, that the iioble 
chrl (Calloway) sliould have ^f■aited the re¬ 
turn to the iwotiOn,. before he proceeded lo 
^imadVert upon the conduct of the late go¬ 
vernment. For his part, he ntverdispa- 
nged<fefe merits of the rapturefof the Cape 
pf Good Hope; bn (lie coytrai^, he w'as 
among those; who valued that p is^iession 
mu^'h^^her than afty, perhaps* of the we- 
sent dfinistry. • ‘ jT 

* Earl of Moha, in exjrtanatip^ ob- 

6Ci|pd, tl^the deficiency of am^nition, 

xa*Tn the dispatches, was |ffi owing 
*. ■ • •• • 


trenches. 

The Earl of Galloway would leave to thd*^ 
house tojndgqof the defence set up by the 
noble lords opposite. should stand u'pon 
the ground Ife had originally taken, and 
content himselj' with observing, that the 
general, emuloyed by the late administra- , 
tion^ had (^uiplained of the sitmition in 
which they had placed him $ the officer,who 
achieved the captur*e of the Cape, had per¬ 
formed his duty, and made no complaint 

against any one.-After a few words in 

explanation, the motion w^asagreed to. 


HOUSK OF COMMONS. 

Tiiejidai^, jipril iS . 

[Minutes.] —On the motion of lord 
Porchester, it was ordered, that Drake, who 
was confined in Newgate under an orderof the 
house, should be brouglii up to-morrow, lo 
give tvidence before the committee on the 
Wtftlminstfcr Election Petition —Mr. White 
presented at the b:;r the following list of the 
committee chosen to try the merits of the 
Petition complaining of an undue return fur 
Aberdeenshire : Iho. Bernard, R. Daw¬ 
son, D. Jephson, sir J. B. Warren, John 
P.'ittcson, Scr(jpi‘ Bernard, W. Taylor, 
D^ S. l)iigd,ile, lord Fleiidley, E. Baillie, 
sir C. Hawkin^, lord Jofiii Tliynire.—No¬ 
minees. If. Er«'kiiic, sir J. Montgomery. 

[Penkyn Ki.lc'tion — Spr C. Haw¬ 
kins.] —Mr. y/. irn»ht moved the further 
consideration ol the report of the committee 
upon the Penryn Election, which being read 
accordingly, and also the order for the at¬ 
tendance o! Sir Christopher Haw'kms, 

I’he Speaker stated, according to the cus¬ 
tom in •‘iniilar e:it(‘s, that then ums (he time 
forthchon. hart, to deliver his sentiments 
upon the subject ‘ ol the charge advanced 
agaiijst Iiiin. 

Sir C. Hawf ms, being^rresent in his 
place said, he should leave his ca.se entirely 
to the ju.stirc and liberdiity of the house, and 
then withdrew. ; 

Mr. A. .said, that* notliing was 

more remote from hi.s tp hurt 

the feelings of the hoxi. baronet in questionl 
yi:c proceeding he wasskbout to take, was 
not matter bi option but of duty. The par¬ 
ties in the Peyiyn election were strangers to 
him. The situation be had the honour to hold 
on the committee was the sole cause why he 
called the attention of the bouse to the trans¬ 
actions contained in the report.^ The report 
contained ample grounds for the motioua b« 
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h*d been ftruished to the-troops who storm-/ to tM acfual want of that article, but^ 
ad Monte Video, bat who were not destined the dl/Bcaity of introdaewg it within tno 
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m^bout to submit. The laws which secu- 
rra to (hd people a free.and unbiassed exer¬ 
cise of the elective franchise, would be but 
mere dead letter if tjie proceedings enume¬ 
rated in the report were not •animadverted 
upon. He was awaretffat no gentleman en¬ 
gaged in a controverted elertion, without 
depending much on the assistance of friends 
and agents, and the house would allow the 
benefit of that consideration, ^o far na it 
would weigh in estimating this case. But, 
he lamented to sat', fh^t in the present in- 
stame, the hon. baronet bad committed the 
offences charged upon him, not by uther& 
but by himself. I'he forniei patron ot the 
borough of Penryn ha*, ing withdrawn, it 
was resolved b^' a large p-<:^y of the eledor-i 
to look out for a new pri^ion, meaning by a 
patron a pcr.'-on vlio t oir.'r was U/ be a Ciui 
didate for the borough l’im<o!f. or to recoin 
mend a candidate. 'I’he t'rnis upon 

by these electors on whith to se'i their votes ^ 
and interest, we?e2-1 guineas a vr»tc, and 10 
guineas to each ut the overseers A d^T)u- 
talion, at the head of which were a Mr 
Stona and the Rev. B Dillon, waited on sir 
C. Hawkins, to whom he admitted the first 
offer was made, iokI the terms being acced¬ 
ed to, articles were drawn up and signed. 
Ihese papers the committee had not 19ben 
able, witii every ex^Ttion, tp get brought for¬ 
ward. Btit there was the parole evidence of 
a person of the nameof Moon, who was him¬ 
self one of ih? parlies, of a Mr. Hitchcombe, 
and of aMr. Chiltern, steward to sir C. Haw¬ 
kins, to prove the facts, and the payment ol 
a sum of money, by the direction of sir C. 
Hawkins, to Stona, how much Mr. Chil¬ 
tern, though otherwise trusted in money 
matters, could not say, and an order to a per¬ 
son of the name of UouVi^to distribute this 
money among the voters. Mr. Chihern 
could not say whether the notes were large 
or small, or how many were in the parcel. 
But there was^proof that notes had been 
sent and distributed to the voters. The mi¬ 
nutes of the evidence were before the house, 
^ndhe ftfit it unnecessary to make any com¬ 
ment on them. The house would deal 
^ith jhem at««idiiag to its own feelings. 
He should move, first, that the house should 
ogree in the resoluf»n of the committee,*) 
declaring that sir C. Hawkins had been per- 
^nallv, and by his agents, guyty of bribe¬ 
ry ana other corrupt practices in the late 
Penryn election;' and he should then move, 
that the Attorney-Gerteral be directed to 
prosecute sir Q, Hawkins, and the others im- 
jdicated in the said offences. 


Captain tJetlert had hoped that he 
have had abler assistance in the defend c/ 
the hon. baronet and tliathe should not^va 
been left to manage the ^ole case by him¬ 
self, inadequate sk he was to sgch a task 
He had particularly to lament the absenco 
of an eminent gentleman of the law (sir A. 
Pigot), on whose support the hon. barony 
p:irticu]arly relied. Some important a£5da- 
vits also were expected. 

Sir IVi IV- thought thehouse ought 

to hecautifvusot procrastination. A threat of 
dissolution h^d beyi thrown*out, and reports 
to that efteef were very current. If there¬ 
fore, the* house wished to mark its sense pf 
the offences contained in the reportnow ujU* 
cler its consideration, it ought to do so be¬ 
fore it should be bereft of the power by 
execution of the unparliamentary mena» 
he r-.terred o. • • 

Mr. Lee Keck said, that as a member 
of <]\e committee alluded to, he-was con- 
vincf^u (hat therb never was a stronger case 
ma te out for the consideration of th% hoi.se« 
Lind it becai.ie them, cosisistently with their 
dignity, to come to an immediate determi¬ 
nation thereon. He looked upon the pro- 
ceedi:^gs by the Attftrney-General as the 
nio^^r moderate course that could possibly be 
adopted, under ihe cni umstances of the 
case. The Committee had shown every dis¬ 
position of leaning tov^rds ilio accused ; 
and, therelore, instead of proceeding fur¬ 
ther of their own accord, had made it the 
subject of a special report. If the house 
should be of opinion that any suspension of 
procedure should take place, he should bbvr 
wiil^deference to their determination; but 
as amemberof that committee, kepro{psU 
ed against ayy suspension whatever. ^ 

Mr. Hurst did not see the case ii^o strong; * 
a light as the honpurable member; and in a 
ca^e in which fjie feelings and the character 
of one of its Members were so ipucb called 
^in question, the house was called upon to 
give ev^ possible facility to the defence. 

The Chanc§f/or of the Exchequer suggestr 
ed, that the house could take no affidavits 
into account, and chat His hon! and learned 
friend, whohad been alluded to, could proba* ' 
bly attend withoatinconyenienceto-nao|;row* 
Mr. Ba'qkes wished to know from the 
hon. mover, whether there was any prece¬ 
dent for an inximction tow the attorney gene-, 
ral,^ prosecutg in a case of this kind; be 
had ^mself inquired, and he believed there 
was nO^feceoent for such an instruction^ 
willumt^me further pro€eedin*2>^ • 

Mr^ f^^t was not aware ^hat there wae 
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|iiy mcvcleDt; but be thought ihe proceed- 17 into thi. ground of the reounral 
Ittg he suraested the most consonant to late governor of Curaooa, and t|»e 
the «case.—debate Was then adjourned meot of another (a connection of 
■ tin to-morrow, • hon. gent. Mr. Windham), that he 

— brought forward his motion. 

ROUBB OP LOBDS Mr. Wvn<tnam thanght the motion objec- 

Wednesday, April 22. tionable, because no parliamentary ground 

[ScotCH JuDiCATUBB BiLL.]—Lord had been laid for it. Tlie usual course on 
Erskini: took a brief retrospect of the pro- the capture of any enemy’s settlement was 
ceedingB hitherto had relative to the to appoint i provisional governor, until his 
Scotch Judicature Bill, and observed that he majesty's pleasure should be taken upon tho 
considered it of imporLmce, previous to the subject, and a-govtrnor appointed under the 
motion of his nablc and learned friend on the sign manual. Captain Brisbane had been 
woolsack, for rejecting the present bill, that appointed the temporary governor, as sir 
certain questions should be put to the Scotch David Baird had at the Cape, and as Itad 
Judges, the answers to which might per- been the case at the c^ture of the Cape, 

. haps give a new turn to the opinion of the last war, for certainly lord Macartney had 
bouse. It was his wish, if. the house should not been the conqueror of*tbe Cape, if 
igrte to these questions being put, that the the hon. colonel (hould ask why captain 
Judges sbcviUl hfi treated with nil that respect Brisbane had not been continued in the go- 
whicb the house shewed towards the Judges vernment, he had only to answer, because 
of England, and that they should be allows another had been appointed. It would be 
ed such time as they miglst think necessary for the house todeterminc, whether the hon. 
to answer them. He therefore gave notice, gefctleman’s motion should be entertained 
that he should to-morrow move to put cer- on this ground, and after what (hoy had 
tain questions to ibe^Scotcb Judges in atten- heard lately of interference with the king’s 
dance; and concluded by moving, that the prerogative, he did not tliink the house 
lord president and two senior Judges of the would go iuto an inquiry, M’hy his majesty 
Court of Session, and such other Judges of had thought proper to appoint this or that 
that Court as may be in town, should attend person goternor of that Island. If tlie per- 
the bouse to-morrow.—Ordered. son who had been appointed, was not qua- 

Lord Cre/tviile stated, that be had been li'lied for the odice, etth{;r by his profession 
tottimonej to at (Ad a committee of (he or his services, (he house might inquiie. It 
house of commons as a witness. Their would be a bad rule in genend that the per- 
lordships w'ere aware, that there was a stand- son who conquered an Island should be con¬ 
ing ordqr which prohibited lords of parlia- tinned in the government of it. The man 
inent from attending tlie house of commons, who made a musical instrument w as not al- 
ioT any committee thereof, without the per- ways the best to play upon it. Ibere was, 
mission qf (he bouse. If however,^ the however, another question to be considered, 
Ikotfte would give him permission he had whether Captain Brisbane himself would 
cyu> ot^tlnn to attend.—^The Ldrd Chancel- have liked that of^ce ? as an active command 
lor moved, that the noble lord have permis- I was thought generally preferable to the go- 
Mon to attend. Ordered.* vernment of Island. But it was for the 

' 1 * bouse to decide whether the motion should 

^rsE OF COMMONS. , be agreed to, or not. ^ 

, Wednesday t April *12. K Lord felt himself involved in 

^(?oveb;voji of Curacoa.J—C olonel considerable difIi^Jty*hy the motion of (Ite 
Wood moved, that (here bt: laid before hon. Colonel. The house would be sensijble 
die house a eopy of the letter of admiral tliat there w'a& no instance of the exercise of 
fiacres to the lords commissionprs of the the royal prerogative in they ou^ht so 
, a^iralty, dated ^ih Jan. )807> inclos- little to interfere, as the appointment of hU 
inga'lerter from captain Brisbane, dated officers by hisMajesty,* Many of l^ie ofR- 
^ 00 * 1.1607* commonicatingjiie fnteUigence cers who had achieved conquests, had attract-' 
of captnre of the island ^of Curacoa. ed particularly the attention ef the crown. 
The hew-colonel, dd4^ng reminded bv he and were continued in the government of- 
, that it was usual foi*lion, memers,* the settlements they conquered. Butiho^. 

moving for public papeA, to the was nut a general or an absolute rule. As^. 
^bupd upi^ wluch tb^ called them, therefore,, the hon. colonel had not stated- 
^lapid wk it was with a view tpnfo inquU as the ground of his motion^ that the 






m. 


tAii: hiSAtOsjAnaTSi. 

wj^n; 


'^lll 


m vtfRTb&d been appointed war unfit for tbe debate .to be resumed^ was. That the 
>fike, ^hoped be would safe tbe b<^se house do aigree to the first resolution of the 
the delicacy, of deciding upon a question, special report of the committee, namely, 
y^br which he neither had made out, nor pro- that sir C. Hawkins, byditmself and 
fessed to make out any case, by withdrawing, agents, was guilty,of bribery and corrupt 
his motion, especially ^ny di^ussion upon practices, with a view to in^ence the last 
such a question, would rather detract from, election for PenrhyQ.-<-pn the question bp* 
than enhance the high and distinguished iug put, 

character of that gallant officer, who was Captain Herlert rose. He said he wai 
* the particular object of the motftn, ^ disposed to allow the special report of a 
Colonel IP’bod said, he had brought for- committee every due weight and authority; 
ward his motion only in dtfcnce of the lights but was of opinion, that the house had the 
of a gallant ofiicer, who had great claims right to inquire into and discuss the ground* 
upon bis country. He did not mean of that report. If*a special report were fi* 
in the smallest degree to object to the gen- nal, then the first proceeding of the house 
tlcnian who had bven appointed; but as it would be to order a prosecution. But the/ 
appeared to be the sense of the house, that house, on the contrary, ordered the minutest 
the motion shdUld not be entertained, he of llie evidence to be laid on the table, in or*' 
had no difficulty in withdrawing it, at the der to examine whether tbe re[x>rt iva* 
same time observing, that it w'oiild be more borne out by that evidende. .Itws^s for th^ 
for the interest of the country, that minis- house to consider, whether the mortification 
ters should appoint persons of high claims to >)f the person concerned, and the penalties to 
such offices, rather than provide for their which he was subject, were not sufficietit 
own connections. • punishment without any further Dpsecu- 

[Third Military Rtport]—L ord .4 tion. Besides, unless tbe evidence wero 
HamUlo'i rose, and, in nllnslon to a notice snob, as to be •satisfactory to the sninds of a 
which he had given upon a former day, of a jury, the question ought not to be sent into 
motion on the subject of the Third Report a criminal court, becaivse the acquittal by a 
of the Commissioners of Military Knquiry, jury, would take from the weight of adeci* 
respecting thecase of Mr. Alexander l)jwi- mou by a committee.of that house. T^'ho 
son, he now begged *to a^k the riglit hon. gent, then proceeded to comment upoa 
honourable the cnancellof of liuj cxche- various parts of the evidence to shew that 
quer, whether any proceedings had yet been the hon. b.yt. had not been Intentionally 
taken by gowrnment, in con.sef)Uonre of guilty. He shewed that the Evidence of 
that pari of the report ? or whether it was Slona and Moon was contradictory with re*- 
the intention of his majesty’s present govern- spect to llie agreement, and that tl^pre waa 
ment to follow up tliat business in the same no evidence w'hatever that could be made 
spirit as their predecessors ? the ground of a decision in a court of Jaw* 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer inform- There was no proof of any agreqfnent, or 
cd the noble lord, that no change whatever that any agreement ha^ been acted upaA s 
had taken place in the prpqfcding.s or inien- and he put ft to the house whetl^r, ^pon • 
tions of government upon that subject; but this doubtful evidence, they would, by agree* 
he understood it was the intention of tbe ing to the resolufton, 'prejudge a question 
precoding government that some further that was to goth a jury. It was not utiusuaV 
enquiry should ,^kc place previous to ^ith the house to pa.s5 over special* reports of 
the commencement of any process, civil or committees, for instance, in-the*Berwic^ 
military, thereon. He ftad felt it his own do- and Cricklade cases. And upon these 
ty Jo make some enquiry as to the further grounds he mdVed an amendment, that tbe 
proceedings ^ich had since .taken place, debate be adjourned lo this day three 
and he found or exertion months. ' « 

had bceu wanting on the part of those to Lord HamiJton had attended purticn- 
whom that subject %’as referred, towards *larly to the evidence for the last five w0ekt,, 
bringing it to a speedy issue. I and declareif th^ impression upon his mind 

[Penrtm Election —Sir C.^Hawrins.] | to be the verj averse of that stated bjr hi* 


*—Mr. Atkins Wright moved flie order of 
the day for resuming the adjourned debate 
UMn the Special Report of the PenryxL 
Election Committee. 

The Speaker stated, that the question in 


hoQi^rlend. This appeal^ to him one 
the stongest c%ses that h9d ever beea 
brough^iefoFe^rliament. He had served 
upon mi^^.committees, andknew.the s(;ns#' 
puloosneA ^Uhj^'hlcb thjeir repofy tlreta 
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There ^'as no case .iq which agreement. If ihe ngre^cnent va^«^dtfj 
confidence should be placed in the ferent uatur^ and not forgiving twenty^igyr 
of a committee than when it went to guineas amaf to the voters^ why did not sir 
[unTnate a member of that liouse. The C. or his agciits produce that’ agreerae^ 
Jfeech of his non. friend was not in whicii had taken place ? Mr. Stona said He 
ijKtttigationj but for the Complete abandon- burnt those prpcrs jjaut it was easy togues# 
xoent of punishment. He should therefore what sort of jxipcrs fiiose w'ere that people 
vote for the resolution. were so eager to burn. Hetrnsted,lhere- 

' Captain in explanation, asserted fore, that the Irouse acting upon the princi- 

ulal he was authorised to state, that no pie, that he tvho bought his seat would be ' 
i^reement existed at the late election, and mofl'iikclylo sell his vote, would, with a 
declared upon hishopour, after every inquiry view to purify itsey, adopt the same course 
hie could make, that no such agreement ex that had been pursued in the (hicklade, 
isted at that eleclion. ^ Shoreham, and lately in the Aylesbury case, 

_ Mr. Lee Keck argued from the evidence, and throw open the borough of Penryiijwith 
to shew, that the report of the committee a view tn prevent similar bribery in future, 
yas fully borne out by it. . He did not think Mr. IVindkatn said, that he knew nothing 
It just or fair, that the hon. baronet, because more of the present matter^ than what he 
he had secured his seat for another place, had heard and re^,l in the course of (his 
giotild be in a different situation from others evening’s discussion. He thought that too 
under simtlar drcumstances, because so far much had been said on the subject of pari* 
aa Penryn was concerned, he was no longer fying the house in the estimation of the 
a memberof that house. ' country. We ought always to be actuated 

Mr. E. Stetvart contend^id that the house by such a motive, but the great object should 
bad delegated its powders to the committee, be first to know our duty, and then to pursue 
and that it had then* only to determine what it. Such language seemed rather to suggest, 
proceeding it should adopt upon the repprt. that some victim should be sacrificed fur the 
One fact was certain, that the hon. baronet reputation of the rest. He lamented that 
bad agreed to give 24'guineas to each voter, the house had not seen reason to hear the 
and the gentlemen who had read the minutes indiicct evidence which an hon. member 
would agree that this was one of the grossest h.i^ proposed tfS kitroduce. He wished 
instances of barefaced bribery that had ever tb.en to lay nsidc all extrinsic considerations j 
been broughuundg: the consideration of par- and concluded with saying, ihat'he would 
liomcnt. . * not vote at all on the question, not feeling 

Mr. Hurst explained the reasons that go- competent to decide upon it. 
verned his conduct, both in the committee Mr. professed, that he was not 

and since. He considered the evider>«e with in the same situation with his right hon. 

' reference to the criminallaw of the country, friend. He had examined the evidence with 
The proceedings upon that evidence nright the utmost attention, and thought the case 
be the^ixpuision of the hon. baronet, or perfectly clear. But this was not the time 
for a nriminal prosecution, and^before they to cuter into the evidence. The committee 
*BhoalddflC:rmine upon either, he ihouglit appointed by the tioase had come to a deci- 
thfc house ought to consider whether the evi- sion, and the house w^ere now to determine 
d^nce w'9s such as to bear it cut. The evi- whether their*resoluti6n should be adopted, 
deuce of Stpna and Moon was contradictory. They were not calling for a victim, and it was 
and if he were to decide, he shouI<^^say, that^ material to com® to a decisfbn, for if it was 
neitljer iVas ‘to be believed ; concluding not come to now, it wpuld not come to it at 
therefrom that no agreemenVexisted. He all. What would the country think, should 
bad no knowledge of the hon. baronet until the house blink the present^question, uid 
after the VepoVt of tfie committee, when in a say, in effect, that the oftending member 
conversation he had with 'him, that hon. ba- shall not be punished ? * 

rope^ bad declared to him upon Iiis honour, Mr. Rase had read tl^e report with atten- 
tbat no agreement was ever entered into by .«tion, and thought the itsoliuion of the cem^. 
hiqa. miitee well warranted by facts. He con- 

■ SiitoXF'. li^nnesaid, thafr whatever sir ceived the bruse were in the situation of a 
C- Hawkins might deny, as his jjent grand jury, and fully warranted by the evi- 
{who must be’ considered an uMnlling dence to send the matter to a special jury in 
witness,} had admitted it upon hisj^, he a couvi of justice, where it would be tried 
could but believe that there such an with perfect impartiality. 
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Y Mp^tRVtfdn did not think 
to be deferred, 

Mr. thought th^ there were 

fpcninds for putting the hon. /leniber on his 
trial* though the opinion o^his house was 
riot binding in any oti^e^^ouft.—The pre¬ 
vious question was then nutanthnegatived.— 
A discussion then arose on the original ques¬ 
tion, • 

• Mr. Simeon thought tlie re^lutioi^ was 
riot founded on evidence sufficiently clear. 
He observed that there •Iiad been corrup 
practices* but he did not think riiat actiia 



' a probability of an election soon takirig 
place. * 

llie Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
(he house must feel* thatei'ter the report kt 
their select coirniivtee* they w'ere bound .to, 
take some proceedings on it* and order a prc« 
scciUton. It did appear to him, that them', 
was upon the face of the report sufficient 
evidence to justify the resolution that thb 
committee had come to. He preferred g 
prosecutiim to expuUionj as it appeared to 
him a little unfair that he should be first pu* 
ninhed by expulsion, and iheii sent to a tnal^ 
bribery had been proved. He drew a dis- where, perhaps, hi*might be acquitted. 'If 
tinction between agreein:; to bribe, whic he had been returned tor but one place, tlio 
he thought had betyi proved, and actual bri- house could have done nothing more tbao 
bery which lie thought had not been proved order a prosecution. * 

In support of tlMs opinion, he commented a Mr. /fowlMsaid, there was no instance on 
considerable length on tlte evidence in the the Journals of a member being ordered to 
report of the committee. be prosecuted, arid yet alluw^ed ip keep hit 

Mr. Lfyci'xter argued also at considerable .seat. He instanced the cases of Mr. J. 
length from the evidence, from which lie {lidge, in (he reigit of queen Anne j Mr. 
drew nn opposite conclusion, and considered Carnagie, in (he. year J7i5j arid sir A. 
that bribery had been made out. Grant, who had all been expelled fr^m the 

Mr. i/urj/repeated his fbrm_erarguments, liouse, am! afterwards ordered to be pruse- 
and added, that giving the poimd notes in ented. The Shepherds, father and sou, were 
stead of a dinner could not be considered as expelled and pro.secuted for bribery, in the 
bribery. year 1700 . If sir ChF^stopher had been re- 

Mr. Sivann (member for* Penryn), de- turned for but one place, the report of (he 
dared, that he never heard of such an agr^e- ['ommittee would have immediately deprived 
ment, at the time be joined his intere.st with lim of his seat; and he did not think that be 
sir Clirisfopher, and^f he had believed that should be in a better situation, because 
there was such an ngreement, he w'ouJd not be bad been returned for three |9]aCes. 
have joined him. He would state for him- Mr, was sorry to diner from tbe 

self, and for 102 freemen of Penryn, w'ho bon. gent, who spoke last; but bethought 
voted for him, that they knew of no such hat nothing was fairer than to send the 
agreement, and if they had, they would not member to another tribunal, and the house 
have given sir Christopher their independent light afterwards act upon its decision, 
votes. [A laugh.] He knew the town of 
Penryn well: they had never asked from 
him even a single ^litary .shilling, and he 
knew they were not cofTif|)t. [A laugh.] 

As for the business of the one pound notes, 
it was this: be Jiad always conAdered it ne- 
ce.ssar^ to follow an old custom, which, per¬ 
haps, would be • 
breach than in the 

some attention to hisco'n.stituents. Instead, 
liow9\*eT, of opt^uug public hou.ses, he found 
that it was less ex|K'nsive to dist'ribute small 
sums 065 or When a compro¬ 

mise was made between bis friends and iliose 
of sh^Christopher, it ^As thought right that 
sir Christopher should give a dinner; but 
afterwards, the one |K)Uiid notes were substi¬ 
tuted in tlie place of a dinner, and were cer¬ 
tainly only meant as a mark of attention, 
auefby no means as a bribe, as no opposition 
was expected in the borough, nor was there 
.Vot,. IX. 


SirVf' fP’j/nne thought that when a 
ommittee had reported any membl^ of that 
louse to be guilty of bribery, he sl^uld 
)e no longer permitted to sit amon^hem, 
Mr. S. liourne fettouglit, that (lie house 
ight not both to inflict (he punishment of 
xpnlsion, and order a prosecution. He 
Triore honoured in the iftuch preftp-red the latter cirarse^and thought 
obs^vance," of shewing bat if he'were found guilty upon a frial in a 

' ‘ ' 'ourt of jasti^, his expulsion from that 

lonse would be merely a matter of course. 

Mr. said, (hat he coulH easily 

onceive a case, although he would not say 
hat this was that case, where a person might 
‘le acquitted in a court of justice, and yet 
where the hous^of commons might be so 
convinced of bH criminalily, as to think it 
iiecesWy (o expel him. In tbe present ib- 
stanre,'‘^weve% he was for the prosecution. 
—The g^ry was then cleared,, bpt we wn- 
derstoud tw the resolution of thecommitlctt 

“‘■A. •' V. 
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wy< adopted without going to a division. 
WhSe strangers were excluded, Mr. Alikins 
bright raovH, That the Attorne/ General 
directed to pro^cute sir.C. Hawkins for 
bribery, &c.; to which-motion Mr. Bankes 
^oved, as an amehdmen\, to leave ov.t all 


noble friei 
argued forcil 
by Jury as 


to be highly betie^oali^HM 
^ for the introduction , 

’Wright moved, That the Attorney General b)" Jury as IhcogDiscd by that bill; and 
jtdlrecied to pro^cute sir.C. Hawkins for which, with Wh an airangement of th^ 

business as uoi£d separate the law from the 
facts, would *ai j^ots courts constitnie a 
the wordsafier‘*Tliat/’andtosubstituie/‘feir ' great part of ^hat reniVly. He likewise ar- 
<!?hristopher Hawkins be expelled."-'After gued in support of various other parts of the 
4^batiug some’trme, Mr. Bankes's amend- bill, and the svperiur advantages of a divi- 
ment v^as withdrawn. The original motion sion of.tbe,a»urt of session into three cham- 
ibr an address to his majesty, praying him bera,^inste* of two, as proposed b) the 
^direct the attorney genetal to prosecute other bill of whict^the noble lord (Hawkes* 
airC. Haw'kins, was carried, as were also bury) had given notice. A division of tha 
ijimilar ihotionsYbr the prosecution of eight- court into two would be a good thing, be 
0 en persons of the committee of the elect- said, as far as it w'ent; but it would not 
dwof Penrhyn, who had fixed the price for operate as a remedy to the evils complained 
^hich lb^ voles were to be sold, and vvho ot; no more than if. sKould he have sent 
had invited sir C. Hawkins, by a deputation for a surgeon to pertorm ai^ operation on- 
A'om their body, to purchase them.—It was him, that surgeon^ instead of the faithful 
ihoved by Captain Herbert, that Moon, an discharge of professional duty, should make 
gccomplicein the tiansaction, but w ho had him a present of a horse or a carriage, or 
gitex) evidence before the select committee set him down in his will; these would all 
ctf the house of commons, should also be' be very good things, and argue a very friend- 
prosecuted by order of the hotise. This ly disposition in his surgeon, but would be 


motion^was resisted on the ground of his ha¬ 
ving already given evidence before the com¬ 
mittee of the house, and of his testimony 
being essential to the prosecutions that had 
l^n ordered. The house divided on this 
question • For Captain Herbert’s motion 13, 
against it 46, 


. ^ HOUSE OF LOKDS. 

ThursSay, jipri/ 23» 

[Scotch Judicxtuhk Bjll.] The or¬ 
der having been read for tlie attendance of 
the lord president and other judges of the 
court of session, five of the judges of that 
<^rt, namely, the lord president, th^ lord 
justice clerk, lords Glenlee, Cullen, and 
NSwton entered the house, and took thtir 
ceatAn^iairs provided for them in a space 
inclosed without the- bar. 

Lord £rskint then ad3re^sed their lord- 
ships on the important subject under consi¬ 
deration, "the end and object of which was 
a considerable improvement in thVadminis 
tration of civil justice in Scotland. His 
Ifirdshiptook a review of pr/iceedings 
which had taken place in the prcneni and ip 
> the last session, ip reference to the bill now 
TCiidmg beftire their lordships, and noticed 


noVemedy wltatever for his complaint. He 
also argued, that the court of review, as ori¬ 
ginally proposed, was not contrary to the 
spirit of the Scots union ; and that some 
establishment of the kind was essentially ne¬ 
cessary to diminish the number of apjTcals. 
In^he course of hisuspeech the noble lord 
adverted to eighteen or pineteen questions, 
which he read, and which he* proposed 
should be put to the learned judges then be¬ 
fore the bar, for their opinions upon the 
same. The first question, which was after¬ 
wards read from the Wool-sack and the 
question distinctly put upon it, was to the 
following elK'Ct : ** Whether, in the action 
for the recovery of personal property, or for 
the vindication of private wrong, especially 
where parole piOAii* was necessary, the ex¬ 
penses of the proceedings, according to the 
present modts and practice of the court of 
session, did not, in very many cases, greatly 
exceed (lie value of the*'t!Jng at i^sae, inde* 
pendent of delay and other inconvenien¬ 
ces Tlte leading fnopositions io the sub¬ 
sequent questions were—1, “To learn nhat 
degree of power the Scots courts now pos¬ 
sessed within themsoil-'ab^V reform jhe in¬ 
conveniences and evils complained of. 2, 
Uespecting the prefaifible division of the 


Ae^ner.il admission that evils did exist'in* _^ 

some p«iits of the adminhtrStion of the ‘ court of session into two or into three cham- 
Sc<^ law's, which were eve:^ felt to affect bers, with a^view to the more efficacious re- 
iba^ouse in its appellant jurisdiction^ an,d i niedy of the evils c<'ixiplained of. 3, Ues- 
all which a speedy and T'tficaciou.s reme-I pecting the effects ot the introduction of 
was d clafed to be necessSry. B6r these Trial by Jury into civil causes ; and of en- 
.oqj^cts, be held the bill brough^ by bis | abling Uie court to separate tbp cotuideratioiit 




il7l tARLDEBA' 

W that of fact. 

vm diii^inution of the numl 
to the bttpse of lords, which 
telly expected from the e’^t^lishment of a 
court of review; and wh^ 
ment ot the kind woul 


Apkit htehii hik. Isll 


[eapecting; 
of appeals 
r be natu* 


tion. iPhe* lord justice clerk observed, that 
much would depend on the consideration, 
whether the answers were to be deiivVed 
vei bally or in writing, ne also adverted 

• 1 * _ •_ f .1 


Pr^an establish* | the inconvenience of detaining the Scote 
be necessary tor judges much longer in town ; and hoped 
tha* purpose. And lastly, whether tlie es- their lordships would nut fix upon a longei; 
tablishment of siuha court, ^ith judges, ns | intmal hauMondayforreceivingtheansweri, 


proposed by (he bill, be incoi^istent with 
* the ISili and 19 th aitides 


The Lord Chancellor stated, that the rule, 
was, that the reasonings upon w'hicb thq 


with Scotland ?">->-The first question was put | opuiiuns w'ere founded should be delivered 
and agreed to. On the ^ue»iion for propo-! viva t nee; but that thi results should be 


sing the subsequent queiief, 


in writing —The questiunf, as proposed,^ 


J .ord Grevvi//e made a few obser\'ations,' were-then orderecTto be printed, and tha^ 
importing, th It the whole of these should the Scots judges then present do attend to, 
be lon^i'li rt.d as K^fernng to, a''d arising j deliver their answers on Monday next at 
out of the measure lie had the honour to three o'clock. 

proiM)-.e Thert was no other bill before! [Loan Interest Bill.] The house ha- 
the house no her niea4tite could therefore ' ving resolved itself into committee on the 
be regularU ad\crted to. He depiecated Loan Interest bill, • • 

tlie id* a of tlie least ground exist mk:; for an! Lord /and sajd, that the general pnr^ 
apprehension that . 111 ^ thtiu'propu<ied would 5 >ort of the bill was necessary towards tbe 
overtum the dnnri of session, or clash w'lth due execution of'the great finance measure 
theaitKesof union. * brought foiward by the late goveanment., 

T!i Dnkeuf '/tAo/felt it incumbent on That measure had pros Fdpd an extrao’-dinary 
him lo allmle to ihc situatiun in w*hieb the annual supply of 32niillKn', durng an in* 
la I lords of SccMland weie then pLiced in definite cununuaiicc of the present war, and 
that house, and expiessed his w'ish that the lud assigned, tor the liqui.hiuen of that sup* 
learned lord’s projwsed bill for placing tlie ply, certain pioportions of the war duties hf 
Scots and Irish judges on an eqnalityvin a revohing scries ot 14 years; and also cer* 
these reqx.'ct'i, weie biought m i and which taiu excesses of the sinking fund. This 
he scemec^to iliink%iight iTe passed before important object u'ould be with d 

it would be necessary for them to deliver strict regarc^to (he public*faith, and.with* 
llieir answers# out ant new taxts or new burthens for the 

Hie Lord Chancellor deprecated every first 3 years, nor for any subsequent yeara, 
ide I that the situation in WMich tliose re- except to a small and in.perceptible amount. 
5 ]>e(ied personages then stf>od, was in the Bat the new ministers had made a ch.inge 
smallesi degree disgraceful, .Old adieited to ^ in thg bill as handed over to them by fheilf 
the impracticability of getting such a bdl predere!»sord and to that change hg wished 


through, as hinted by ihe noble lord—The 


attention. TUtSi- 


_ _ _ ^ ... _ to call their loid>lup% 

question was then put, ajjd the remaining * liTd^hips wcftld recollect, that in^^t^yetl^ 
queries were oidei^ to be put to the Scots | 1 797 recourse was first had, by the pre-emj-' 

nent minister of tRat day, to the principle 
of raising a considerablw portion of the w'ar* 
gupplies w'iihin the year. Thaf principle 
was pur*Acd in the convoy>diKies,« the ire* 
blo-assesbcd taxes, and tlie income lax. In 
1802. on thc^eturhnf peace, Mr. Add’mg- 


ju^es. ^ 

The Lord Chancellor then inquired of 
these learned jud( 4 p#as to the time at which 
they could conveniently give their answ'crs. 

Tile l.a)id PresidetUreplied, that for his 
own p.irt, he had iio objection to answer the 
quefies forthwith, if such vvere.ihe pleasure 
of the houser ku^Jjis learned brothers 
IflfeiWRy ; 


might^liiuR dl 


ly ; perhaps tomorrow, 


hr Monday migtii ihe^fure be more conve> Jord took the bold resolution to fund*tiA| 
itieut. He wished permission from the whole 9^ iiflllictl^''* sod *0 provide perma* 

“ * _A._,.1.- !_*__ t.._< 


house to offer a few observations to their 
lordsfiiiJH. [A general cry o^go o«! go 
!] The lord president was tlu n enteriiig 
uppu some degree of detail ; upon which, 
the lord chaiicc-Uor^itormed him 'he must 
Cohfinc hiouelf to ue subject of the ques- 


ton (now ]dtd Sidmoutb)^ found«the*incomO 
(!lx charf^R with 51^ niiny)ns, and an un¬ 
funded'debt of 40 millions. The noblo 


nent taxes to gay the interest. It was a reV 
solulion dictated by a juAicious, proviSenf, 
abd energetic poHcy. Wbenthewar broki 
ontaganbi tlfh following year, the nobli 
lord revei^dto Mr. Piit's sysierw of rai^int 
a large (^oortiou of the war'eXptDpdUtn 

a•L^^^ • • ^ 








Ihejear, ^nd accordingly {Hoposedtfae 
IMtt^y-tax.andvarioua war-dutt^cmeaci«e 
llUnimatoms. Subsequent additions had been 
faade to those several modes of supply, and 
icoiarly in the last ;iessloa, when the 
chancellor of the exchequer had raised 
e'pitiperty-tax from to 10 per cent. In 
the rriiyj the whole annual produce of the 
tpar-takdali^westifnatedac^i millions^ of 
which lli lbe furnUhed by the property- 
and 53^ by the excise and customs. Ixird 
. GrenvilleYministry! in adjustuig their plan 
of Hiiance, had .determined at all events not 
to burthen the country with Uie propcrty- 
. tax beyond the duration of the war, and had 
therefore pledged only the war-duties of 
customs and excise tor the liquidation of 
hticii war-duans as might remain unredeemed 
on the return of |)eace. This eventual re- 
*8triction had been censured and resisted by 
tbeit opponents' as unnecessary and unwise. 
Bnt what was the line n5w adopted ? Those 
XR^o contended that the whole consideration 
should Nve been lett open and unfettered 
to the return of peace, have still further re- 
Ancted the ple^cf in question, and have 
confined It to the war duties of excise. In 
objecting to this restriction, he (lord Auck* 
bnd) did not mean to argue that thq pledge 
was insufficient, though certainly it was a 
ttolation'of the engagements made with the 
• contnhnors for the loan. But he strongly 
cenanred the selection made, and thought it 
the worst 'that could have adoptetf 

^hc war duties of exciw, so fur as they af¬ 
fect the malt, cannot be cuntinutsd after the 
war without iniury to the landed property j 
fo hir a# tobacco. spirits, and tea, are con- 
oerncd, those duties cannot exist after the 
n^Eura of peace, with safety to fair trade and 
iio the revenue. Thb war duties on customs, 
.which *iFere at all events set free by tlie 
" liwage made in the bill, ^consisted of duties 
’ OD'imports and ex|>qrti# anden the tonnage 
,ef dipping. He could not hesitate to as- 
-aeit# that sqmc of those duties were the 
|MBt ex<»ptioDablu of any of the war duties, 
to be continued on the returi^f peace. It 
' appeared, howe%'er, mine vot&pr the house 
/ eonimoDa, tbaf a petition ^^inst li)p 
" jSniDoe measure had been piesented by cer- 
'>|liApmooa, on the part of what they called 
shipping interest;'* awl that petition* 
wMa.aoderstood to have edbripned the ae- 
ItoiiBMi to wtoh he objected. «-r He had rW- 
toit to heheto that the ppytion waa 

of <he respectfhle mao Wro 
p 90$0 the^ahiwMng proi^rlyof t^.Britito 
toitototo hto'Ot'anjr rate it wi^^/padad in 
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a total mh^miGqnton xrr mr w e j Wja to ^tion;^ 
of thesubj^t. 'I'he tonnage duty inqWa^ 
tion and its i^nluce were ao ificdnsfderable, 
that they ct^d not have anv perceptii>i^ 
effiwt, even if exclusively levied on British 
ships; but, XI to^^lfae duly is imposed on 
the ships of ;ill nations, and, therefore, so 
far as it may operate, the competition waa 
left where it was found. The peiitiuneri 
pe MuaK^inaccurate in asserting that in-, 
jur^ %ad resulUil to them from the encou* 
r^ement given to^tlie trade of neutral na¬ 
tions. It would be an untruth on their part 
to say (hat any encouragement had l^ii 
given liy the late goverdiiu'nt to neutral 
trade, beyond w'hat the Jaw of nations, as 
declared by the court ol'^admiralty, had al¬ 
lowed; or beyond what is Qecessary to the 
export of our man/ifnotures, the interests of 
which would otherwise be sacriheed, with¬ 
out doing any good to what is called *' the 
shipping interest.” Parliament had heard 
mudi of this same *' shipping interest/' and 
through (he same agency, in the last session. 
And it iiad been made the watch-word 
against the Americali intercourse bill, the 
etiects of which bill, he was prejiared to 
prove, had been ))eculiar]y beiiehcial to Bri¬ 
tish sliippiiig. He had no doubt, that if 
amidst the debates on that bill, the late nii* 
ntsfry had then baen removed, the whole 
nation would Itave bewi stunned with the 
same senseless und unjust ciy *about tlis; 
“ shipping interest,” uhich is raised at the 
present day respecting a moi^ serious sub¬ 
ject. Tile words " shipping iiutrest," and 
“ the proteatanr church,” viTiratc forcibly on 
a British ear. He reprobated the misuse of 
such senseless appeals, and was afraid to 
reprobate them, because no individual in 
either house of parliament had ^ihewn him¬ 
self more openljq««:nore zealously, or more 
uniformly, attentive to the interests of Bri¬ 
tish navigation, or to (he more essential of 
all public ubjeci.s, ilie satcly of the church 
of England. He niusf*1tHi}eiit the political 
depravity of (hose who raised sucli crie*, and 
the folly of those u hi were misled by them. 
Little minds have in all ag^ availed thfm- 
selveaof these occasional perversions of po¬ 
pular opinion; fjrriifiiiindi have always 
been apt to disregard and uixlervalue them. 
War-whoops of thisaflescriplion bad been 
jBade the chief engines in the dusulution of 
the h'rench monarchy ; and the .mere wuid 
** aristocrat* had brought to Uie gui!*ritiae 
thousands and tens of tlicmsauds of Uie no¬ 
bility ai^ magistracy. HU lordship coii- 
clooed his speech with slating several detail^ 



XofthHlMith'ng state of commit and re^ 
Vsnue as exhibited iu the prijfted' accounts 
wbicii he had laid beJbre the ]|ptne> Through 
,^lhe whole straggle of tbelasMourteen yearSt 
our progressive means bawept' race with 
our progressive expeidydgsw: and the huaiice 
measure as prepares by hi\ noble triend 
(ford Grenville), and asexplaihcd with such 
eloquence by the late chanctllor of the ex- 
> chequer, had taught the a 

well-founded confidence iu its own eilbl^jies, 
and to look without dismay to the difficulties 
and dangers of the war, to wliatever length 
it may be carried by our powerful and im¬ 
placable eneiuy. 

The Duke of Alfmirose thought it neces* 
aary to say but a* veiy few words upon the 
subject. He^had tioiliing tp do with any 
cry that bad been raiset} against tlie late ini- 
ntsters, and he should therefore coniine 
himseif to tlie amendment iu the bill to 
.which the noble lord objected. It was well 
known to tliiise acqmiinted wttb the subject/ 
that during a [ieriod of war a gieat qurgiiity 
of tonnage was employed by goveinnieni, 
and that bn a |)e.ice uking place all this ton¬ 
nage being thrown out of this employ, there 
was for 2 or 3 years a greater quantity of 
tonnage than could find a market. It was 
therefore of great importance lo release the 
tomtage at a pcriovl oii pence from the war 
duty, and it WHS g’ith this view that it had 
l>een Uifen out of the pledge as originally 
corittiinefl in the bill. The aecuriiy left to 
tlie public cfeditor was amply sufficient in ' 
the duties which remained pledged, and 
therefore he did not see that there was any 
well founded objection u> the alteration in 
the bill. 

Lord Sidmouth went over the financial 
p1ans-of *14s own administration, of the ad¬ 
ministration w'htch sucMdcd, and the prin¬ 
cipal points of the plan of tlte lateiuiniaters, 
of which he highly approved. He also ap- 
,pto\ed of the conduct of the present minis¬ 
ters, w ith ropec^ to the disposition whiclf 
they shewed lo carry into effect the plan of 
the late ministers *Witb respect to the al¬ 
teration uhicj) had been made in the present 
1)111, he thought it had better not Lavebeen^ 
made, but nominally altered the 

nature of the security pledged to the public 
creditor! leaving ifWfact an amply su&iviit 
aecnrity, he thought ffiere war no material 
objection to it. ^ 

^ Lord Kinttaird commented strongly upon! 
the absence of ministers on the ditcussiou 
of a question of considerable importance on: 
a former evgaio^ and upon coocUkued' 


abttpnea of a ool^ dukcr 
tuation omit be pe^iariy qnali^^ ^ 

the house infqrmatloa upon a subjegllif^ . 
the present. ■' m 

Lord Aiul^av^ defend the aheratk^ ih 
the bill, and commented upon the;pci!tfei^ 
cions efiMis of the system of In 

France. He did not mean to apply 
the plan of the late minUterb, but it nm 
necessary in point of principle, that those 
things should be adverted to. Iho ped^ 
creditor was amply sheared under the bill 
as It now stood. , 

Lord Grenviil 0 said, be diffiered from the 
noble lord on the cross-bench (6idmottth)» 
with respect lu Uie disposition of the prukeift 
ministry to carry into effect the ffoancial 
plan of the late niiuistets. He, on the ooi^ 
trary, thought they had shewn a disposition 
to frustrate, and as far «s possible, render It 
iiugaiory. I'he present dleasure, it |baiihl 
be recollected, wm only a very small part of 
that plan ; and he mutdi feared that th^ 
would not have to discuss the remaining 
parts in that house. Much had Been said ‘ 
and written, to prove ffiat the late minisieaa 
iniglic have easily raibtd taxes to provide /or 
loans) and it had been charged againsClhem, 
that they had only brought forward ta^bfa 
which their predetessors bad rejected. Some 
of Uiuse, however, vho made such cluurgee 
must know, that Mr, Pitt, in Jb05, found 
it impossible to raise more than 40tLQ0Ul. 
by new t:A(es, without re»ortiz)g to iO vper 
cciU. on the asiesscJ taxes. Ju like raanuer, 
the late miuisters found themselves equally 
incapable, in of raising iflore than 

4U0,0(XJh by new taxes, witliout aUo fo* 
soiling to 10 per cent, on the asse»sed tanea. 

It was, bow'ever, evident, that flieasigssed 
taxes could^tot t>e carried any iurtbe^^ aocU 
under this difficulty, the late naMsterahatf 
to consider of si plan by which 4119 wair 
might be earned on'.^tU all. the eoergies. of 
the country, and wi%but imposing any ad- 
ditionalJiurdensj or, at least, if they were, 
that th^ should be of trifling anSouut. Tim 
only eff^ii^ pl9lu which could, under sw^ 
circumstanm, be^^oried to, they Jimnd tt» 
^be a ng aeries, ^hat td aay, tfai^ 
iso'huge a sinking tuud should be erant^hy 
cneans of pledging the war laaesi 
tinctioo o4 the new debt isicarr^ tta 'dbp. 
debt abouid beVtuiii^ished before the 
of the war,iaxfa al wydd be thus phidpi^ 
ihfts leaving t^e portion of the warbuMBi 
first pledgeddtt lib^y tu be again layipiiedaii ' 
a like purpose* and thusaffiKdUigtheehpiii«K 
of iW was£)r oo wdcUlRgili^ ^ 



m 
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Hys ^em had met nvi^h tb^.ap- >ffequences.^^^ itnpQte imtm)|>er tjASH^ tw 
fpiiiMlKM of parliament and the public, and an/ ministem or to any l^islatora, he hnSi# 
ajUl^C^CUBtnici Mtig made for the last loan, was irregular%but he must take leave to say, 
loWdi was one 4 Lf the mo&t advantagetjus that if his maj^ty's present minister had 
^pDtfmvcta (or the cquetry ^ver entered into, . determined U[)o\^ie ruin of the new system 
e ottw pMOon near him having observed upon of hnance, th^y co^ 90t have adopted mea- 
Ikvdihrsble nature of the terms of the i sures more efectual for that purpose than 


4oaa for the conntry, the person who was 
■0tesi a'lgning the ccmtract declared that it 
vat the eonsequence of the financial plan 
^Mtt before parliament. Thus the whole 
Mount of the war ^axea were pledged to 
the public.cred^or. It never before had 
been thought of to tak& away a specific 
pledge from the public creditor. It did not 
oecoKue him to speak of the plan, in the 
bsnntng of which he, as one'of hU majesty's 
kte Bunistera, bad a share, but the present 
ministers found that they could not bring 
^forward any one belter. Not being able to 
. 4 x 1 X 1 .a belter plan, they mast, however, do 
aottetbing-; tliey must, (hey thought, make 
fMoe alteration, and thus bad arisen the al- 
tecation in the bill, which was a direct vio> 
laiioDof^public faith; and not content with 
Bbering the nature "of .the security, they 
placed it on those taxes w'hich were jmtly 
.Cpos^red to be the very worst which could 
teaopMgH, and which had been so con- 
■gi^efed in another place by gentlemen now 
vaadminimration. He was perfectly aware 
t(^at the aecuricy which remained, namely, 
4XOO,4X)Qh was emply sufticient to pay 
fOOOl, I but still he contended, that the 
sdterattoQ was a violation of public faith, in- 
gsmuch as the whole of the taxes included in 
&e' original plan were the specific security 
dnibe public creditor. His noble friend on 
ebe other nde (lord Mulgrave) had spdken 
of Necker, and the ruinous con- 
engntinm whirh tbe^ produced in France. 
IChe ■of Nccker was simply this, he 
Wrnearnfl money .without tmakiag provision 
nt of j^e inietett, and then 
odded tao dmleiiert to the loan of the next 
‘fear, and soon mocessively. Such^p system 
mist aoaalsiruy lead to ruin, and he wished 


they had alrea^ pursued. He did not w-sh 
to alter the bilrnow before the house ; ibeir 
iordsljjp'w why he dtd not: it would 
involve a question of privilege between the 
two houses, as it wfti a money bill; but he 
protested against the ameodinent introduced 
into it by the present ministers ; and he did 
the same thing against the system which, he 
knew, was preparing upon finance. He 
protested too against the clamour whirh was 
raised by persons denominathig themselves 
the shipping fnterein of this country, agiinst 
the American intercourse bill, which was, 
in truth, a bill to save the Wesi-Indies I'roiU 
famine, and to save us from breaking the 
law pass^xl for that purpose. He protested 
no ^98 against the conduct of those who 
circulated alarms concerning dangers which 
they knew did not exist. Hiey knew, said 
his lordship, that the measure lately pro¬ 
posed to parliament did not endanger ibe 
established church of this conntiy j they 
kncjV there was no danger in that measure, 
at the very time they were so busily em¬ 
ployed in raising a clarfiour agai(]st it. I 
know they knew it; for this reason, because 
there is hardly one of hi.s majesty's present 
ministers who has not come forward with 
promises to make concessions to the Roman 
catholics— 

The Earl of JVestmoreland rose to order. 
He submitted that the noble baron bad 
transgressed the rules of order, in alluding 
to what was not before their lordAJii*ips In any 
.sh^e whatever. 

Lord GrUnvtUe. My lords, the bill befi>re 
your lordships^is a bill for providing for a 
supply to support the pul^^c service, and the 
government of tbis'country ; and if the no¬ 
ble lord who caHs me jo order, knew pro- 


dp itoeU.pBrticttMy ti(» ^stem of 1 periy the order of debate in parliament, he 

tasowlDg money one the would be aware, that, upon the di.scussiotfof 

fiptmit tbtkc loan oSf (lie4iext,,o^atise h^ such a measure, ever^hing that has a bear- 
jiid WBWin to lietseve tl»t a*pbn was in con-* 
to propose iopariuoneui, die ofas> 


Ipglpfwbicli was ttove^ systeia, namely, 
lipivaw mon^ «be.yeer'k6d add the in- 
oi tfac^Msat.' »Hacpnjiyed: 
igklpdaidft 09 dip Pth^aidgmA to give 
di—fcaphm ifaayeiidHbcedMerproposed 
pp.llpair as ii aunt iDovitaUy produce the ^ 


rvthing 

ing on the conduct oiuiuse who coKip(;.>« 
ihe king's government^ is the subject of 
Mebate, if necessary; tl&t a member of par¬ 
liament may always bring any part of thA 
government before the house of which be 
if "a member, on the discusfioh of a ,question 
of supply. ^ 

The Earl of Westmtrfland. f submit te 
yeurkndsbipt, if k beicr^olap in a member 
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IpC to say that any 

Ip^esty's confidence circul 
lyh'ch b 9 knows to be untrue 
Lord GrenvUle. I hope 


in his 
qpimona 

noble eail 


say farther^ tkat^^rstmof'fiaaitoevrhadh- 
1 suiipect to be about to b^adop^d by hi# 
msyeaty's preset mmisten* bitt« at-jOsie 
the clamour whx:h is abodt to bela H o d ado fi 


will not foraet that lie concirred in a mea> ; into this country cyi the tubjeot 1 haire^liid* 


Mire, when be w:i 5 of li-eland, 

when the Irish parliament advised by 
him. to consider the state of the Irish ca- 
tbo'ics. • 

The Eari of ^^£/7norf/anc£^2hi^nob1e 
baron is perfectly welcome to ailutle ro*any 
part of my conduct, add l,am ready to de¬ 
fend it; but I do not see what a,ppplicBtion 
it has to the matter now before the Iwuse. 

Lord Grenvilk. My lords, I know the 
right which belongs to a member of parlia¬ 
ment j and nothing blia^ deter me from its 
exercise on ocqpslons that call for it I know 
that I have a right in this house to canvass 
the conduct of every part of the government, 
on a question of supply. 1 know I have a 
right to allude to the clamours which may 
have an ctfect on the public. My observa¬ 
tions on what passed in Ireland was for^ihe 
purpose of vindicating myselt from the im¬ 
putation of having said what 1 know would 
have b^n unparliamentary; I mean al¬ 
ledging of a member of parliament, that he 
had circulated opinions which he knew weye 
nut true. That 1 did not say: 1 had ^id, 
among other things, that to agree to the 
ameuu.nent wJiicl^has bees in this bill was, 
in my opfliion, highly impolitic $ and 1 then 
observed, that endeavours had b^n made to 
circulate unfbunded clamours; but 1 think 
it impassible for any of his majesty's present 
ministers to countenance such clamours, 
becaus.- there is hardly one of them who has 
not been a party to a proposition which was 
made in parliament, for much greater con¬ 
cessions tii^ie Roman catholics than that 
which was lately propo!ff<l, and upon which 
such endeavours liavc been made to excite a 
clamour; to create a false and unfounded 
alarm of danger to the country, and espe¬ 


cially to the erdblished church. .1 say,f the priccuif tha funds. 


ed to, may, if not repressed, ktd to 
miseries which we have witness^ in fraefito 
Lord Harrowby observed, tbat'be had Mi 
ver known an instance where the termjl 
agreed to by a chancellor of the exchequer^ 
in his privdte room, were held to be bmug 
on parliament and the hing. ■« 

hovd. Grenvi/k inform^* the noble loe4 . 
that resolutions; Jnid been passed by tha 
house of cf.mmont previous to tbeocigotlhs 
tion of the loan. 

Lord Harrowby still maintained tbrt theMi • 
did nut exist sufficient ground for bin - Ml • 
alter his opinion on the subject. 'Was nQ% 
the faith of the public pibdgpd f^r 30<yeart # 
The great and comprehensive mind of hit * 
noble friend, might enabje him, tobavd/1 
view of things which were not cognitoM 
to persons who posseiied a more^podento 
share of understanding} but, froai all Uto 
details of the circumstances relative M thlk 
loan, and from the application nf the ma| 
taxes, It appeared clearly to him* that tlto 
measure was too extensive in its nature, as^ 
effects, to be considered binding- on-pa^^ 
ment. According to this plan the siiilnaa|| • 
fund would be lowered, when other fimfi 
were raised by the genend preif{>dHty of tiMi 
country. He insisted that it was imprudoto 
to state what we should do ajto time whe% 
it was impossible for ua now to aaoertato* 
what contingencies might ptnsibly uiaa 
Lord Grenville maintauM that awry fwto 
sibtoenre was taken to pnwidc agelDM liify . - 
coutingeocy Ibe public toithr to ' 
was more than k^t ufith the fub|to■cted^, 
tor, whilst, at the same time, 
such that itsecufod (be pablia. aa, tor 
any general aod .ootopt;gheitovesystieiiX'poM 
si bly could do, on the ffififereni tkixifpn kk 


again, that his majesty's present ministers 
must be convinced ofihe fact, that no danger 
cogld arise tojhis country from the measure 
which w^as proposed in favour of the Roman 
cathq^ics; bi.wunsMlIfte is hardly one of 


Lord Hawkalury saidk that ait&ilQgh ihto' 
felt serious ^eef^s to tois fiaiineito 
sure, yet i^shouAoo( obtogt to^.bUTto 
^ing^dhlKigh pardhnent 

^ , I year, trntong that it wodfeitl^ 

them who has not in parliament assented to I to the future and 
a measure of muchViore extensive conces-1 parliament,* and that the 

si m to the Roman catholics ; and more es "*■-.. 

pecially the noble earl, who lys thought it 
proper to call me to order ^ for (he measure 

he proposed to be adopted in Ireland was trusted tbpt ihey toopU 
much more in favour of the Roman catho- form an of^nion. aa.:to 
l^s than the. measure lately proposed. I proper 


other persons might hnto ^*4 -to 
thesub^ecty Wwdnf «ts^l 

Erom the celiisi^ to toch vegtintoitiK 
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f>.* 


the dattnt « 2 |xm exports arid 
end npop tomiage, were excluded 
tliote war nixes mor^ged for 20 
^ The most that ctnild be advanced 
Hiy, the contractor had a diminished 
ideality*, but that remamtng security was 
iiilpIjrmfiSdeDt. He a)so deniedj that the 
l|lftJbof parhameut was, in any measure, 
pMged to abide at all events by any proposal 
into between the chancellor of the 
oxcbequer, and the (Contractors of the loan, 
io as to precJode^al) examinatton and discus- 
,iSoB in that house ofparlfiiment. He con* 
^deied that it was, in itself, a step, rash and 
improvident, that the duties upon tonnage, 
ana upon exports and impcnts, should*-be 
flkioitgaged and [Hedged to the loan contrac- 
* tors. The doty upon tonnage, in particular, 
iim -larigin^y and professedly imposed by 
^ kto Mr. Pitt, as a n^re temporary war 
in order to pay for the expenses of con* 
tdys. The ship-owners- had therefore felt 
themsehws aggrieved, when they found this J 
srar tax was to be txpitinued after the con-* 
•fusion of peace. For bis own part, be ap- 
ptoved of the system of our navigation laws, 
to whudi we were indebted for much of our 
staval superiority j and he considered it 
li ler efo re unwise to submit to a relaxation 
df that system. He denied what had fallen 
#oni the noble lord (Grenville), that the 
opposition toT the ^ate ministers’ measures 
retpecting the Roman catholics had arisen 
lh>iii*<;lamoar; on the contrary, he believed 
tills opp^tion to be the result of sound 
good-sense r and that a great majority of the 
people oftbiscjuntry had disapprove o^ibe 
fiV^mires ^epted, and in contemplation, oy 
iha^eible lord and his^eolleagues, mak- 
,ing kvtto and fartluir concesfitons to tlie 
IbinSan Suiolics. 

'The fiarl of Lauderdal/^decUred that he 
Iwd never beard w|(kiii tbe*waila of that 
iMtose aA asAeition 'Micfa traded more to sap 
toe fpondgtionof the credit of the country. 


dould 
at least 
be the first t< 
pledge which 




lAhtf Itoltotoe falRI dRce** 
U implied could ttfhf 

x;ommend m breach of a 
d been made by his nujet* 
ty's ministers } Inhere was another circum¬ 
stance to whij^h il^ikagged the attention of 
their lordships^, some allusion had been made' 
to the excitement of popular clamour $ but 
lie would ask the house, in what part of the 
co^utyf^^&!f^^i^m'our was most excited ? Let 
noble lords look to Northampton; let them 
look to the eleetidli advertisement of the 
chancellor of the exchequer, and let them 
then say whether, at the time of (he riots in 
the year 1780 , more diligence or more xeal 
was then used by lord ^orge (jordon to 
excite popular clamour, than had been made 
use of on the occasion to whicdi he alluded. 
He considered, in fStt, that the act that gave 
sanction to such an outcry, without daring to 
avow its object, was most highly culpable. 

If, on the other hand, the circumstances 
which occasioned the late ministers to go out 
of (Xlice, were taken folly and seriously into 
consideration, be was firmly convinced that 
every liberal-minded man would most un¬ 
equivocally declare that those facts were 
roost highly honourable to his majesty's late 
roinisters. For the part of the countr)' with 
whkfrh he was most particularly connected 
he could answer (and they were a thinking 
sef of people), (hat the ^reat maiority of 
them applauded the liberality of intention, 
and the firm and dignified cunsti/utional con¬ 
duct of his nvdjcsty'slate miiiinters. 

The Earl of Buckinghamshire felt it ne¬ 
cessary to make an observation on the hIIusioq 
that had been made respecting the conduct 
of a noble friend of his wliiUt lord lieute¬ 
nant of Ireland, under whom he had acled 
at that time. It was true that^'nis noble 
friend, in his speech to the Irish parliament, 
recommended the granting of certain privi¬ 
leges lo the cSlcbolics; but these privileges 
^were not intended to bp^^exiended farther 
Mhan was spectfied in the * bill afterwards 


tbaa that wbidi bad just h^n made by the passed. Beyond this a^t, passed in 1793 , it 
niMi sectotsry of slated > as.sertinD was not intended to go one single step. 

tobegrUt^yfistened.to£ttbispa^of the Lord 'Greninlie remarked, '(hat he i^as 
etorkt,' under the present l^fwe^n thi* nre- 


^tobOiMiAotni fbal thi$' public should not*j sent statement of th^lRlSlh Varl, anc> the 

speech which his noble intend had delivered 
}rom the throne in Irelihd. In that speech 
jit was stated* that the advantages given to 
tbb catholics 6 f Ireland would be extended 
IO Great Britain. This, therefore, was a 
promise beyond that act. 

The Earl of Buckinghamhtre, in expla^ 
natioDi said, bis sncaning was, that uo greater 


sorry to notice a diffenmce between the pre- 


to toe resolations'of tbe house of 
.S wil to i pa i poti! thp' assent of thb bouse of 
been ouaintd ? was thk tbe rule 
tbatwafobsertodh/Mr. Fi(t,^u 
for a lo^ whb the house ofl 
Ibiyd and Cb.f ^ pafltament thenj 

titototoierfti^wtoe iit'toroe rorasure bound 
ktoi?<^-toir'yl»dgc'of ilie iiunhttkl And 


I 



am' 9«| 


the 80 t 


Fuoble 


t on him toi 
lord on 


^vU«SBi:*tbaa thoie cqpAel 
olQrpa, should extended 
ceth^ws. 

£avi Spmcvr fdtitiacu 
*contrach6t the assertion of 
-the other side, whoetattlifftaf «a measures 
^ad been resorted toby thepiejent naimsters 
fo influenoc Ihe public mmd, on pretence ot 
«upp JCting the protobtanr itlipoii He could 
•assure the bouse, from pcrst^iiflUsi^ai^ejjge 
of the taot, that, m the town of Nonbamp- 
tmi, at the late electiorf, ihc most ii dam 
marcry hand-bills, tending to excite the 
most dangernns riots m that town, had been 
universally circulated, which began with the 
words Popeiy' a>i no Popeiy ! ’ He ne*^ 
witpOMed a more barefaced attempt lo 
.GFeate distuibances ^ and the attempt had 
dhe desned effect, for th« ignorant and il¬ 
literate people, having then prejudices and 
pas»{ons once put into motion, knew not 
•where to stop; and this town, which only 
a tew inontlis before had been renaaikabk 
-tor the tranquillity and good 01 dei that|ire- 
vailed in tl, was now one ceutiDued scene 
of coRtention , and private families, who 
4iad longiassoaated with tach other in tbe^ 
utmoA harmony and fr.cndbfaip, were now 
thrown into a btate of party bostiUly and 
(rancour. He could state several other 
upon this subject $ he supposed the 

merits et ^be late #id present administratidb 
would be discussed on some tutore occa 
aion, be should, until then reserve what he 
had to say 

Lord Mol/and contended that the ooitver- 
eation was perfectly regular^ as on a money 
hill It was always permitted to discuss ge- 
'^eial topics Ihe financial system of hi$ 
so!>1^6uen^ was a grand feature ir the 
histoi) or^e country. If the mirastars 
chose to raise an uufoutfiSd clamour among 
the mob, it was in parliament that they 
would stand and justify themstivos. and this 
bill atfbrded the upportunlly. It was re- 
ievaat also to enter upon general topics, as 
the amendiseivt, it wpuld appeal fiotn What 
had b^en stat^ bv the noble lord os the i| 
xittftr ude, was oiuy the horbingei to the 
tout dastructum ^ system. Though 
lie, 4kd tbos^wKifartom he acted, had 
difiered from hia friend (Grvivllle) on 
eofloe important potots, th^ had not at¬ 
tempted, when ui opposition, to Cake ad¬ 
vantage oftheoeistidcen feeh^giof the mob 
He jramembered, wttep the •county was m 
a, calamitous sUuation, when the bcarcit> 
had disposed people to agU of violence 
Wh»t would hbyeMfio the aituitiois ol 4he 


&GiUKtt7 had then wnpoaseead ^ ^ 

any of the^ agamstimuUers ond-mgrateny as tfa»pne,M 
hini ministers had stmed 4)p and totoned^ 
tlie cry of no popery } 'Ifte wh^^qustrjs^ 
might hove been^tbiown mte the itffiwifi 
coiifuskm. But though mim'sterahadiraisp^ 
that senseless clanMnu: out of doora, be aeails 
glad (to perceive that thqr had not dosed de# 
attempt It m that •house With reg^ le^ 
the catholic bill, many of tbe present 
lusters b id agreed to go further in tevour ejP 
the catbulu-s; tbe oely real ground cie« 
objection to cite biJl therefore seemed to be< 
ilus, that tbe late inuuters wei:e net wiliiogf 
that the protevtant'dissenters should beln w 
worse situation than the Buman catbolicf*. 
As far, therefore, as theory of ♦* no popeiy^t 
was coneerned, nobody tucely'coala accuaw 
thtm. of being enemies- >to the protestant^ ^ 
establishment, who had*nc^q>r^oaeckjko gte 
so great a length m fovour of the catboh^ 
had been done *by many of prebends 
ministers He piw|wd a nuhte ^rson bad 
been present under w^ote admin^ration 
proposals had been made to the odScers ^ 
tbe Irish brigade to eaiSr our asnvtcerTSW- 
mismg them the same rank as che^gliski 
ofhcani, eaoept the pppointmencs on tfaWf 
staff He mamtamed that 4be cry of ** nw- 
ixipecy " b id been raised and enconragod 
persons in high situations, and even by pep* 
teatant clargymea,. whose rehgion might 
have taught them inorelrberalt^ * Jlnd yet 
ministers said that the whole wn rlie effeoC- 
of pepidar feehug left to rtself! They thewi 
boast^ of having the people with them, but 
they certainly were nut the seasihtc part of 
them. Bet when they talked gS tbe moW 
they*eught toTecoliect that neadv a tJtaii 
pare of the popoldUon of the oaj^re tepewt 
catholios. itad one sIF cfap gnat aai^iafii 
with which this conduct was aitenSdlU- was,** 
that It separated the British from ibe fiiak 
popnlaoe If* fuchr«^^orni as tius waa 
I ratted, if you held ot^ihe priecipJe that, 
*the pcoteptaftts and catibolfcs oould^ so litt]p> 
coidesoe, that could not serve together 
in your ffeM aol^iinies, it woold her he 
reality 4 ^onioQ beWeqn Gngjaed^afid InN, 
\^j^0rocye wluc^o kgtsi^ivftmewiif4 
£uIdremove. To pMflee Uue ^paqtou* 
however, was eertainly flte tendency ok Up»i 
conduct of miriUto’s Tae,aoble Im tidht 
came to tbe dabaour aboame thifitping la-| 
terqpt, whichVas toUowied Ip witbUmepeteN 
tpirit as thesflemoor of m popeiy, 

Insertions oa^the ocher ^side would go ii| 
matntem that th^l■tn miniBterawiWo wsiiinlpi 
not onlttteKtbe bMlpiteb 

*>.V ^ 
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: 'the »atm.' ile ^tdateni^» 

that the hte ministers were the 
. .ift^-^eDds oftb&aavy, by encoaraging all 
those interests which formed its foundation, 
instead of favouring, in a particular and par¬ 
tial manner, the shipping interest, which 
formed but a very small part of them. But 
the clamonrs of ministers might perhaps be 
intended, in some measure, for electioneering 
piirpoaes. When some person talked to 
Wilkes about takii^ the sense of his con- 
ilituents, Wilkes itffiied, that he would give 
IdmaTl the sense of his constituents, if he 
. 'Would give him (Wilkes) kll their nonsense. 
Bfinlsters were, therefore, perhaps, applying 
to the nonsense of the people; but while 
these things were going on, it became the 
house to consider the situation in which the 
countiy stood. Notwithstanding the supe¬ 
riority over ^thejothW countries of Europe 
with which we were disposed to flatter our' 
selves, he pould safely affirm that there was 
no country in Eump*', catholic or protesrant, 
riiat wa» not astonij^ed at our conduct in 
not availing ohrseh^ of onr catholic po¬ 
pulation. Our navy had increased, not in 
(^sequence of the restrictions imposed, hut 
in spite of them, and because, on the whole, 
had fewer restrictions than what had 
prevailed in other countries.—^Then we'bad 
the opinion of ministers as to the new sy.s- 
tem of finance Their objection to it was, 
that it was too vast, and embrace^ too gre.it 
a number of years. But, however, they had 
abted on this plan for this year, which they 
were under no necessity of doing if it was 
a bad one. since so many better plans, in 
their opinion, had been ptoposed by s^ine 
of themsejves. If the plan u’as a b;id oise, 
it oeght not -to be continued for ik yenr, if 
was* w^ipe one, then its embracing a num¬ 
ber of yfirs, in the manner acniaily done, 
was no objection. The femendment must 
have been iBtroduced<#*r one of two objects, 
either to oterihrojy the plan, or to gratify 
the ship-q;Krnes8. If the latter wadthe ob¬ 
ject, why did they not fo^his purpose re¬ 
peal the late West India ? %31)is was in 
fact govepiedrby tbesam printTt^s as the 
Wst-of their condueyfThe obji _ _ 
aecore* popular clarn/tir m their favour b^^i 
Idiy means. In thj^prescut situation of the 
c^mtry It was ihe/ni.ty of eypry fiicmber of 
p^iafpenc to wak'h the coi^uct of a go- 
vbrhtd^ of thisE<^crip(ion wifltthe utmest 
j^busy-and di^iust. After'they had got^ 
iotouhp ' fields/ as*it hfd betn 

caii^> i»e*tti«ot*glit 'they might have aban- 

' But th^aiill per¬ 


sisted, and^ere the oiidy penoQs'whb had 
employed, imn own and aadlaguised mu- 
ner, a threat W aissolution to influence a 
decision of thAbonse of cotnmons. He 
could not avoi^ considering the 

situation in wmc^fhiFtlountry stood, h was 
unfortunate, hideed, that the affairs of the 
nation should in such bands.-^lhe bill 
.was then cunjraitted, and ordered to be re- 
jjJortejfffTO'iieirt day. 

noUSK OF COMSIONS. / 

7'hursday^ April 23. 

[MmuTBS.]—Sir Vicary Gibbs, the attor- 
ncy-genera), took the oaths and his seat. 
—A new writ was ordered to be issued for 
the county of Louth, in the room of the 
right hon. John Voster, wh6 had accepted 
the office of chancellor of the cxclicquerfor 
Ireland.—Mr. BanUes moveil, that there be 
hnd before the house an account of the regu- 
Mationsestablished in the British Museum since 
February, 180J5, for the preservation of the 
collection, and for the more free tftid easy 
I access of the public; and also an account of 
! the numbers admitted from the pth of Fe- 
I bruary, IBO.*), to the present time, %pccify- 
j ing the numbers in each mouth of that j)e- 
I riotl. ©fdered.-^GencralP'itzpatrickbrought 
j up bill for p:i} nig the pensions of half- 
; pav officers/ their widows, and persons on 
; the rompassicnate list, at*!hcir se\e*’al places 
of residence He slated that the bill was 
approwd of by his successor,-who would 
I f)llovvup ihc airangement. Ihe Secretary 
at War said, that the object of the bill was 
highly projier, fhar he entirely approved of 
it, and would contribute every thing in his 
power to carry it into effect. The bill w;a« 
then read a first lime. • 

[Calico Pkikt^s* Bill.J—M r. She¬ 
ridan moved the second reading of the Jour¬ 
neymen CalicrLpriuter-s’ Bill. 

Sir TZo/erf Fee/e said, that although, on 
i^ccount of his ill bealth^« he had been given 
’ leave to .absent himself from his duty in jiar- 
liament, yet he shouW feel great self-re¬ 
proach, if he should allow a bill so mis¬ 
chievous as fu; conceived this fo he, to pass, 
without giving it hi' d eride d opposition. He 
was himself a friend lotne JourneyineiT Ca- 
jico Printers, and he c^^*eived that he an^ 
the other Mnster Printers had done them 
more service than they would ever receive 
from ihe spe&hes of the ,right lion. gent. 
(Mr: Sheridan). The Journeymen in their 
first demand of limitlng'^e number of ap» 
prcuiices, seemed to act upon the pHneiplej, 
tha|' they were abl« by combiubGon to give 
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to4be tnaiters. This Bchm^^howavei; 
iaikd> and only occaaioned tjs tnastera to 
bring many new hands into th^rade. There 
were many. masters who sejaously thought 
of removing themselves antftheir capitals to 
some other country, iheir property 

would be better protected, and their trade 
be more free from restriction j for a man of 
property could never bear ihe^dea of receiv- 
* ing the law, in every instnn£^^Mn his 
journeymen. If it could bo proved th^This 
bill would be for the advantage of the jour¬ 
neymen, be should not oppose it, as he con¬ 
sidered that the interests of the greater num¬ 
ber should be attended to in preference to 
the interests of th^ few; but he was con¬ 
vinced, that a bill like the present would be 
injurious to the^hole trade, and consequent¬ 
ly to the journeymen. ^He concluded by 
moving, that it be read a second time on this 
day three months. 

Mr. 7). Giddy supported this motion. 
He considered that in the present state qf so¬ 
ciety, it was not so much the tyranny, of 
kings and great men that was to be appre¬ 
hended, as the tyranny of the many over 
the few. He considered that nothing waa 
more dangerous than combinations among 
journeymen. If the agricultural labourers 
were to combine in a similar o^anner, and 
demand for their labour More* than their lair 
proportion of the land, tlio country enuat 
rapidly faffto ruin. 

Mr. Jat'oh began by observing, that in 
1791 , thiscoiTntry only exported to the va¬ 
lue of one million annually in cotton goods $ 
but, now, in si.xtcen years after that period, 
the quantity exported amounted to 
<3^0,0001., being more than one third of 
Tn^HtWe amount ot our exports. Tins 
great iiii i'hWni umii owing to the skill and ta¬ 
lents of the Calico Printet^. In the infancy 
of this trade, some degree of iiliilosopliy was 
necessary, and a considerable knowledge of 
chemistry; but now^ by the division of la¬ 
bour, the business of a calico printer did 
not require more skill than any other handi¬ 
craft trade, and iherdfore the present race 
of oilico printers were not entitled to better 
wages than most other mechanics. It wa? 
allowci that »boy *<^^4 could, in a few 
montbi,. learn the wliolc business, and yet 
the average usages il«rc 25s. a week, al¬ 
though the workmen lived for the most part 
in lltc Northern counties, where^hose wages 
would go much farther than they would in a 
Southerncounty. Hedidnotsee thatthejour- 
neymen Calico printers had any serious sub¬ 
ject of compla^t, and therefore he iliould 
opjiose the present bill. 


fbat the studooi 
wish of the committee was„ that the ma^t^ 
andjaurneymen should r^ulate the matter 
among themselves, withefi brining it bej* 
fore parliament. • The compiainf of die 
journ^men was this j that a large tuimbec 
of loyal, dutiful, and faithful subjects were 
now without employment and witboutbread«. 
in consequence of the grievances of whiqb 
they complained. He conceived it the Urst 
duty of government to see that the subjeett 
of the realm had bread. He felt a good 
deal for tire rights of journeymen ; his con- 
stituentsi> were either journeymen, or had 
been journeymen, and he had, therefore* 
considered that kind of right which was de¬ 
rived from having se^ed an apprenticeship. 
He considered, that from the system of ap¬ 
prenticeships was derived, not only the su¬ 
perior skill. of our workmen in every de¬ 
partment, but a great parfof fhe practical 
^urality of the Britfth nation. He adnf tied, 
that on acepunt uP Uie division of*labour* a 
boy cuuld be taught tp ^ the business ia a 
very short time, as as a jourSc) nsan* 
The consequencewas, tUhtas soon as the boy 
was out of his apprenticeship be also found 
himself out of bread. It was therefore in 
this branch of trade, more than in any oiher^ 
that some regulations were wanting to in¬ 
sure a subsistence to the journeymen. 

Mr. Henry Erskine considered, that what* 
ever might be the grievances ofehe journey¬ 
men, the pfesent bill would not afford the 
remedy. It was against the first principles 
of civil lil)erty, as well as against all the 
coniniercial maxims which had hithcfto bcca 
received. The first clause of it was to pre¬ 
vent fiiasters from taking more than a cer-^ « 
tain number of apprentices. Tbis^was a re-* 
gulatioii, whjph had never before b^^ de¬ 
manded from parliament. Evciy fni^i had * 
an undoubted riglil to teach his trade to as 
many people asdie cliq^. He thought the 
cry against the num^l^'oming into the 
fiadew'as^s ridiculous asgf he or others, 
old journeymen in ihe profession of the 
law, should cimie^^arliamexit to complain^ 
of the imnmr of%pung men of talents. 

Buciiting M^rtiat.prcffessmn, and 
fat the house shut the door * 

aj^inst them, for, fear tnv should interfere 
With the old^iractilionei's.lk As to the wages, ■ 
given he thouglit that tint, as aS. 

the price of tlic article, •wOqld of tl^m- . 
selves find their^leveU HJ therefore wai^ 
decidedly in opposition to thobill. 

« > nt • »*. » J .-I- _ 


Mr. Sheridan defeiided U>e \]i. He saM^ 
it would have been well if h» h<,m. 
learned {rten?!^ (hlr» H. Ersk^n^had cod- 
•liA% - ^ 
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flcidrtiflnfl to md the report idf^lMtcommUee 
*fei li wWch dris WU mrar ftMtoMy^Mbre he 
ititij tAt ti eo iisuch ^ faH-togettoity iti con- 
itaining it. If he hodreed that repoit; He 
)|itouU hare fbond^ titar* ^ fir from 
tmeasttre for the encouradaraent of eombii 
fntiont atooBgstfthe^ourtieynsen oalieo^prin* 
ten; HrrrBB ooe form relief and probrction of 
the indottriom and’oppresaed. rlis hon. and 
Inrned friend had declared;, that^ whatever 
#M the nature of the dhorder complained 
6f, he would notgi^ie this bill as a eure> be- 
tfiofe he consideo^ H absolute ponon. But 
he (Mr. S.)- beKnred it the practice of 
all regular bred physicians to oonsult a little 
the naiuie of the^dhorderi before they re¬ 
jected OB® remedy to* prescribe anothef; 
dad, in thiacase, he certainly foU that ho 
had the advantage .of his hon. and learned 
^end. He inireated, however, that the 
house, before it should^ reject the present' 
bill, would first condescend to read the re-« 
^rt of its conomittee, ^hicii it was always 
eustoihaty for the haw totespecl, and not 
to libel or stultify t|iat report, witbont ever 
once reading of constdeitog the evidence 
atpon which it was founded. Before the* 
Bouse consented to reject this bill, Bc' beg- 
they would consider, that the necessary 
Consequence must be inconsistency with their 
Own justice, to repeal the act of the 5tb of 
Sizabetb,^b^ which every other trade in the 
Jthigdom,'except*that of the caljco-printers, 
Oras regulated and protected. But before 
that house would agree to such a repeal, lie 
was sun^ they would pause vei^ deliberately, 
and consult their own reflections upon the 
Accessary consequences to the manufactures 
of thecflpntry. What was the case of the 
conoplaioants in this instance ? For a sbries 
, of suc^sive years liad they foeen mendi¬ 
cant suppliants at the bar of that house, of- 
foring ^tition after petitton^ praying relief, 
but in Vain. Tbemoment, however, they 
found their petltiVn entertained, and felt anj^ 
ground of hO|>e ftiat their grievaObes would 
be fotrly considered, all c^bination ceased; 
and their reliance for j^reswwas entirely 
founded, upQA* tbe.jaAice andNUberality ^ 
e.ttn'lidtnent* What^as their 
Why, that affor^pving served seven yc^s 
fo a business cb^ssejiy injurious to their 
Mth. and wfai/i rendered thdm unfit for 
dtayoVberoMpeion, (liey were to be turned 
fotM bpOB thep World, snpplhnted in Iheir 
Omidqymtfnts w wb<de lemons of apprentf- 
aes, at 12^ om4 years of age^ for the wages 
4s.« 8^ per week, instead of 258., 

tba*ditnal-jpera|^ of the jouptoyman, by 


whose previa skill and ingemii^ the gpe- 
rations dfthe^uufactoFe were so amplmeS 
that ehildfen ^utd do the work as weH nk' 
journeysmen. wid wlutt was tite altelma'* 
tive proposed to|^se unfortttnate' men ^ To 
besatisfled %verage wages of g», 

per week, usAally paid to common daily la¬ 
bourers througB^’tit their districts, or left to 
beco me so l^^ers or sailors; neenpations for , 
whsiqJ^EIKIntate of body, after devoting J * 
years to an unwholesome business, nendeied^ 
them totally untlt. * Would the house con¬ 
sent to a proposition* so monstrous, as that 
those young men, after having devoted 7 ^ 
3 rears to learn a trade, to the min of their 
health, by which their industry hod so emi¬ 
nently contributed to' the wealth of their 
masters and ibeir conntT)',* should be de¬ 
prived of all- cni|55oyment, and'be turned 
loose upon society, as burthens to the Clari¬ 
ty,• or freebooters upoivthe property of their 
neighbourhood ?' He i>ever was a proselyic 
to the doctrines of Adam Smith upon this 
subject. It was the wisest policy of a nation- 
to provide employment for the matured vi¬ 
gour of Its population; and thosemanfactu- 
ms, who derived immense fortunes by the 
early industry of those journeymen, would 
ill deserve the encouragement of the legis- 
latore and of the state, if they w-erc ready 
to-' sacriflee the coniftins of their men to 
tTieir own avafice, au& consige them to* 
beggary the moment they became entitled 
to receive the wages of jousneymen. He 
instanced one i)anicuL'tr house, which en¬ 
tertained above 50= apprentices, and only 
ar jonmeymen : and he begged to asX how 
many thousands of artisans must be devoted* 
to famine, if this system was to bet:ome,.g.«* 
neral. His hon. and le arnedl ^jetfCT had 
compared the stal^of the fa^r rothat of the' 
calico'printcre, and said, what might be 
very true, that many of the mem^rs of 
that Icaiiied profession were much distressed. 
It might b« so, and was to be kimentecL 
But, if it were possible, by the operation» 
of that machinery, philosophy, or chemis¬ 
try, which had l^en so learn^ly spoken of 
that night, sp to simplify the ‘business of tba 
bar, as to render it jjggcticable to little boy® 
and grrls at 1-2 or 14, hc**bcliev®<f thete- 
wouid be more clarao^ from the guotlemen 
of the long robe in Westmiuster Hall, tfaaa 
li omall the combining manufactuiers bf lAn- 
cashire put*(ogether. The right hon. gent, 
mentioned some other Instances of bpplrea- 
sioB from the jaaaters to their apprenttqes, 
and their ill^al modes of securing their ser¬ 
vices, sometimes for 9 or lO yoars^ by • 





bond from thft parent inrtead tf -a rtmiiped ^ AaM 

fruftntare. He wndoded by *«p^iagt>“ toward* for the prodiWon ctf ji5 

friU, and declaring, at the »i<ne time, that t!w papen*nd «rforiaat.<» »eeei»^ bf go. 
he diwaaimed dl coantena^to combina- vemmont m the India cAipany. ^ ret. 
tion : that ho thould belie tjfcaniforin tenor Ipect to the late tunsactiont at Vellore, or 
of his whole polittcaldifil^lf. •while he bad the prdsable consequences of those tiaasat* 
a seat in that house the cause of the weak tions. At the same time, the bon. meooMr 
should want an advwate against the strong, seeing the clianceUor of the exchequer in hie 
who revelled in wealth and A^ry “iwu the place, took occasion to ask, whether it waa 
• fruits of their bard industry, 1 intended on the part of ministers, to.pr^ 

Mr Horner iqiposed the bill as did Mr. | pose, or to support an/ grant to the lad« 
Dent • and the (loestiod being put to the company from the public money, by loan or 
tec.»nd reading this day 3 months, it was car- otherwise, in the course of, the present sea- 
ried without a division. sion : «Dd if so, whether it was meant that 

such grant should be made before the state- 
HOUS&OF COMMONS.' meni of the general concerns of India (U» 

Friday, JprU 24. India budget) should be laid before the housed 

[MiNUTES.f Sir J. Henderson gave no- The chancellor of the exchequer, in ropty, 
tice of his intention to ^ove, on Tuesday, staled, that government did not eiitertaia 
for >eave to faring in a bill for making better the intention to which hisfluertion referred, 
provisions to enable members against whom [Poda Laws BiLt.] Mr. Whxthrtad mo- 
cleclioii petitions may be presented, to reco-, ved the order of tlieday for ihe recommit- 
ver costs from such petitioners as may after- ment of the first of toe four bills, mto 
wards abandon their petitions withoaU due which, at the augges^ of the ||oase, he 
notice to such members. The bon. bart. had divided his generaT bill. The bill now 
stated, that in consequence of due notice to be committed, >vas that for establish^ 
not having been given in a recent case, the a Plan fur the Kducation of the Poor, llie 
sitting member was at the expense of bring- order of the day beuig read, and the ques- 
in'^ several witnesses from a distance of no lion being put that the Speaker do now leave 
les^s than 400 miles, and was proceeding to the chair, Mr. Whitbread rose to state die 
remark upon the probaKWity and iujustice of nature and object of this bill. It was not 
many similar insftnees. When the S^ker meant, he said, to supersede any parisk 
stopped him, by stating the irregularity of schools for tlie education»of tBe'poor, alrea- 
oiferingmoiyon this occasion than a mere dy tstabliShed ; it was not meant to increase 
statement of the motion he meant to bring unnecessarily the charges upon any distrkH* 
forward.—Mr. Vansittart appeared at the where parish schools were already^ instituted 
bar, and read the report of the committee for the education of the poor, hf establishing 
upon the Shrewsbury election. This report therein additional schools ^ his object wm^ 
^ that the hon. H. G. Beniiet was not that in every parish where there was a num- 

rnf^^MaUfieJ according to law, and there- bpr of poor who could not aftortf to paydbc 
fore ihatniPWght not tj^have been elected ; the education of theil' ciuldren, th^ sboumi 
that the petitions agam'S him from Mr. T. be a school established for their ^lOltructioQ. 
Jones aiid others, and the defence made But, as he proposed the education of the 
against them, were not frivolous or vexa- poor to be ibi incipi^t principle and grand 
tious ; and that the election, so far as re- foundation of all tfie befits to<bfi derived in 
garded the said H. G. Bennet, was voief future roeasurdk of reform in the 

After the report wa%delivered in at the ta I^oor LawsTn^ihoughtthis bill, which went 
ble, a new writ was ordered for the election peculiarl)^ thS^bject, should be first es; 
of a representative for Shrewsbury, in tlie lablisheA^^If, tnkeforeat:^, bon. membef 
. roomofMr.EenQCt,-^r.HdraergaveQotic&^ objectioii\to the prinople 

of f nwtioD%r Wednesday, for the produc-fbuTrthis was the timetos^totham. 

papers reissue to the Pol^ar war, Mr. ElUson said,^h^at, upon the first 
adding, that he sfioSld bring this motion fof- introdoetjen of these bilb, he had, in opm- 
ward, after the business with regard to the pliance with fi^ghon. gA'tji^ancrioa, for- 
Cirntlic, which an bon. baronet (sir T. Tur- hpruc to ertter^to affyUscussion iIm 
ton) had aunoQQced his intention tp bring* merits of th^ plan, un^ustandtng *t 
ibrwanl, shouhl bedisposod of.—Sir P, Fran- was first to %oiorth. in tb^hape of a 
es sakli that he meant in the course of next position to the countiy at Ui|& and 
we«k, iipao*a day, which, ewly io the week, wouhUie givea td geude^ thcAg|l»«t 
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jn^irt. before it was finaUy pM>e4 into a 
^ mr-c He hoped still this wo^a be the case; 
4beit was imposslKe that a measutCf which 
fleered so much matare ^nsideration, and 
^ jDateriaJly interested the country at lai^, 
eottid, on so short a notice as the house had 
XQcdved, be so full^ countnunicated to the 
whole kingdom, as it could be in a printed 
lenq. He therefore hoped that tliis bill, 
and the others, wopM not now be pushed 
Ibrwaid into the shape of a law; but that, 
after such amendments as the committee 
ahould think proper to imroduce, the bills 
abould be printed, and time given till next 
aessioD for gentlemen to turn the subject in 
their nunds, to consult their constituents, 
and to come forward fully prepared to discuss 
the merits of the bills, and render them as 
cxunplete as possible. 

Mr. Rose was of the same opinion ; but 
althongh he thought the ‘lion, member who 
brought forivard this subject entitled to the 
thanks of the coua^, yet he had his 
doubts, whether ediAting the lower orders 
of the people, upon die principle laid down 
in this bill, would have the edect either of 
ameliorating their condition in the degree 
which seemed to be hoped, or of alleviaiitig 
tbo burthens of the poor's rates, by tliat 
means, within such h period as should in any 
degree convince the country of any benefit 
to be deriv^5rom« measure which, for 


a 


considerable time, must go to inefease those 
burthens. Tlie bill proposed, that the poor 
children of each parish sliuuld be entitled to 
two years* education between the age of 7 
and 14 : the consequences natuially would 
be, that the earlier part of this period 
wof^d be chosen by the parents, as that in 
their cluldren's la^uf would bo the least 
profitaW\o them. Now, the advantages 
to be derive^ to the minds and moials of 
children in t^t class ^ life, fr6m two years 
of <^ucation at thay^trly part of life, did 
not appear to hjmfito very consi^^eaable as 
the hoD. g^t. professed to e^p^'t; and to 


the result. The subject of the Boor Laws had 
occupied, for a series of years, much of hia 
own eai nest detention I and of all the plans 
that occurred ^ him on the subject of edu¬ 
cation, the moA^sibJe was, that of ^ta- 
blishing schools nMhw maritime counties of 
this kingdoim and to which parents from 
the interior parts might send their children. 
At those scb^l^, in addition to other instruc¬ 
tion Un^aaaigbt be initiated in a naval edu- 
Gdtioi, and practised m fishing. They might 
thus draw, from tKe surrounding ocean, a 
great part of the means for their own mainte* 
uance. All British shipping, emp]o>ed coast- 
ways, or sailing outward from the several 
ports in each district, might be obliged to 
take four, five, or more ot those boys, at a 
proper age, and initiate thent in naval ser¬ 
vice. At all events, they might be main¬ 
tained and educated at one half the expence 
of ^14, now the usual average expence of 
,each boy at charity schools. Eighty thou¬ 
sand boys might be thus kept in the conti- 
nualtpiogress of useful instruction, and ac¬ 
quire the opportunity of gaining a livelihood 
by maritime pursuits, affoiding thus an inex¬ 
haustible source of supply to the British na¬ 
vy. Nor was there ever a time when such a 
resource was more necessary than the pre- 
sentoto the public security. But to prove 
the truth of the ada^e, that there was no- 
thitig new under \he sun,'^' after h^ had for 
yearb considered this plan, he accidentally 
met with a tract, printed some pears before^ 
which exactlyproposed the plan he had been 
considering as originally bis own, and of the 
utility and imjiortdncc of which he felt the 
fullest conviction. 

JMr, Fui/er observed, that as the hw^ 
gent, had thought fit to divid e his oxi ffweflFpilA 
into four bills, thi^hewed lUM(^ad not 
at first fully considered the subject of the 
poor Jaws in all its bearings; he could 
therefore wish fhat the subject should be de¬ 
ferred to another session, when the bill might 
oe introduced de novo, with the benefit of 
all the improvements which might in the 


I® 
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carry the system of educaiipn to^be labour- meanwhile be suggested. As far as tbi 
ing poor still hjgher, wom, he l^^red, tend principle of the bill went to increase tnt 
to liise tbeir mi^ above Ijomforts of th*e poor,»he sinwrely wished 

life, and by no meftis/vtrengthen their at-ltbat obje(& might be obtainec^ but jt*"b^‘ 


taobcoenu to tbos^Jabonous pursuits, by 
* which they were tneain a live]ih4od ; pur- 
•aitV to which, V'present,/beie existed, 
thrOi^oot tliepofrvt tbUcoumiy, a ve(y 
strohg relactanceJ If, therefore, care was 
not taken to blenfi with their edtcation early 
^ inditt^, be feared that schoul- 
i«^lrbuldratlL‘r injure than serve them, 

i 


in 


hoved parliament to endgavour to give the 
poor virtue and morals, as well as instruc¬ 
tion ; and he also wished, the^ some gene¬ 
ral principle slfould be adorned, that rewards 
^8 well as punishments laigtit follow; nor 
did be approve of taxing parishes, in addition^ 
to the heavy poor's rates, for t^ education 
of then: chil^en. 
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Ifr. BuHer supported bill, and in- 
itftn^the happ)r eHectecf parochial educa¬ 
tion upon the population of Scotland. 

Mr. Mosioe tliougbt the iz^provement of 

* the lower classes an otnect^b^hly desirable, 
as nothing could be more disgraceful than to 
leave them in a state of ignofance. The 
only distinction between this gountry and a 
^savage nation arose out of knowle dge,^ and of 
couTM! the didusion ot that bleiiSn^ ^Biust 
operate to advance our superiority. He con¬ 
tended that the alleviation of the poor's-rates 
must follow as a natural consequence of the 
measure before the house. For the unedu¬ 
cated man, having nothing but his bodily 
strength to depend •upon, became of neces- 

• sity a burthen upon the parish when that 
strength was g5nej whereas the roan of 
education, in consequence^f the wider range 
which his mind naturally took, could find 
Other resources to maintam himself when he 
could deiive no support from liis mere ani¬ 
mal powers. Thus he conceived that educa¬ 
tion must tend to dimintsh the amount of ttie 
poor’s*ratc. In support of tins opinion, the 
lu>n. member quoted the good effects of na¬ 
tional education in Scotland, which had pro¬ 
gressively imjiroved for a series of years, and 
in which, before the system proposed ^ 
this bill was tntrnduced,Jheie were no ItBs 
than 200^)0 beggars, wli^nof only formed g 
burthen upon the pfibhc, but a most mis 
chievoua example with regard to morality, 
industry and Jaw. But the most important 
end of national education, the hon. member 
conceived to be that which appeared in a 
Tietter from Mr. Malthus to the hon. mover 
ot the hill, namely, as the learned writer 

tha! as the first object was to ele¬ 
vate tH&*gi 3 j|rjJ^aractcr of the poor, this 
or any measurewnich tended to it was enti¬ 
tled to support.*' After such an opinion, 
from such a quarter, he thoqght that no 
sound objection could be made to this mea¬ 
sure. • 

Mr. Cairrqfl was friendly to the principle 
of the bill, and was forcafrytng it into effect 
as Bgeedtly as possible. He thought also, 
tiiat industry ought to be conabiued with 
knowledge. I^was the advantage of the 
plan uTiich was called Mr, Lancaster's, but 
which wa^ really dRgovered by Dr. Bell, 
^rector of Swanage, that it afforded, in the 
rapifhty uifh which it conveyed learning, 
full time for industry. But though he was 
most anxioug to have this part of the plan 
panried into effect, he feared it would hardly 
^ repeiyed with wlisfacuou ip the epunUy, 
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nnlesfl UahtfUlo be«eoompatded xrKha rdief 
from some part of the burtfaciuof the pootfs 
rates. The execution of |bis To^a^ofts (KOb 
besides, to lie not in the best hao^. He 
allowed the clergyzften of the pariAes were 
the fittest men to superintend the exeouSiQtt 
of measures of ihU kind. But the paidA 
officers were associated with the clergymen | 
and, from the little time these men could de« 
vote to their public functions, abuses would 
attend the execution of this plan, as at 
the other duties intrusted to these offi cers. 
On these grounds, ^ wishedithis part of the 
plan to be postponed, till the whole system ' 
should have t^en passed in the form lhaC 
parliament should think proper to*g!ve it 
Mr. Jienry Erskine found it impossible Ibe 
him to give a silent vote upon the sutajeot. 
He could not help hailing, this bill as a mea-r 
sure auspicious m the highest degree to the 
industry, the morality, the happiness, and 
good order of the people of this, countiy. 
He was haray give an example of tbo 
practical effect of ^noHon in the Countiy 
from which be came (Sootland). It was to 
that that he attributed the total exemption of 
Scotland from the heavy burden of the poor 
laws, which oppress 80 *much the mid^ng 
classes of society in this country. It was 
education which gave the poor of Scotland 
t(X> much pride and spirit to apply for paro¬ 
chial relief in their own counti y ^ and it was 
education which enabled thim to distinguish 
themselves so much in every line when th^. 
left it. As to the emigrations from Scotlana« 
they were generally supposed to proceed 
from the barrenness of the country, and from 
tbe pinciple of tlie proverb, " need makes 
the old wife trotbut he considered that it 
rather proceeded from •their talents being 
cultivated by education, and their in • 

this respect, an adv^niage over tbe pe^Te of 
most nations to which they emigrated. 
Scotland was, to besure^ a barren country, 
end yet there were no peo^ on earth more 
distinguish?^ I^horticultilre. * Scotch gar- • 
deners were to be every where through 
England aniL^ales/end it was not only ia 
this art thf>yn'is count^men excelled} bpt in 
si!i^mffhriety of arts iciencea, that un- * 
leV the house were to art^ute it entirely to 
she ingfiniumJScotorum, thw must allow that 
those advantngeik liad beertLdei ived by the • 
difiusion of e^oHion, aqm therefore (fiey * 
rqigKv expect tbe same resmd from an equal 
diffusion of it jn^this coont^ The Scotch • 
had also learnt the virtue of ^galityffma^t 
education, as it gave them all tb\ pri^ th|t , 
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, men^oi^, t^^m the 

th».i)e lived uij.(Cornwall), 
aidaertion was jvettj generally diffused j at 
legal so mocH of it, that almost every person 
tiana iiad Idnnedt reading, writing, and some- 
tbjog of anthsoetic. He thought it was 
eaay to persnado fiarents, that it was to their 
O^lvmtago that ^eic children shoold be 
B^ghtop in tlv habits of industry. He 
WMigbt (hat edttcatidb would not be the bet- 
dor being made coropalsory; it was bet- 
tisr , that it should be voiunWily, and not be 
ioro^; that “ it should descend like the 
gentle dew of Heaven,** and be received as a 
genial blessing. He did not think it would 
be ea^ to induce parents to consent to any 
fc^ed system of e^ncatioii for their cliil- 
dren. » o 

Mr, Spenctr StMkope^6\d not think the 
opiofon of the coontry yet fully collected on 


than twoye^vsofiastmcbont.botfll^ in UiU 
short period the children, though they dhdbW 
forget all their learning, would have collect* 
ed many benefii^ial habits of an indelible na¬ 
ture ; habits of submission and respect for 
their superindl; fistbUs of cleanliness and 
exertion, anff the fear of punishment. He 
thotight the n^sure should be carried into 
effect witho ut delay. 

- hp^mftkester adverted to the reference 
that bad been made to the difference between 
the education of tlie people in the northern 
and those in the soutJiern part of Great Bri¬ 
tain ; and declared it to be his belief that, if 
it were not for the introduction of the Scut^ 
into England, there would be a great va¬ 
cuum in many stations of society in this part 
of the ishmd- That their 4teady« indus¬ 
trious, and thinkin^habit was attributable to 
their different mode of education, he thought. 
was extremely probable. But, as to the 
idea of engrafting a system of national indus- 


tbis measure^ His opinion was, ihoitly, try on a system of national education, that 


that the expence of t||b plan was certain, and 
the benefic very uofertain. Schoolmasters 
■ aad schoolmistresses were verv difficnlt to be 
Wt. The value of learning had risen less 
than any thing else, in proportion to the de¬ 
preciate of money; and, therefore, the 
nnmberof persons competent to be school- 
mastefs and schoolmistresses was moch di¬ 
minished. thought that if the school¬ 
masters codd be it was doubtful whe¬ 
ther the scholars could. The poor were 
anxious to make profit of the labour of their 
children ,as - soon as possible. He gave the 
hon. gent, every credit for his praiseworthy 
cgertiotis, though he saw these impedin^uts 
iir the wag of bis plan. ' 

Mr. Sharpe did npt see bow any of the 
•gAijectiiipiitw bad been made ^affected the 
pi^ncfpteof the bill. All of them went to 
delay; thtragb no good r^sop was assigned 
for del^. He^isftved to shew the coon' 
try, that the bousd could suspend its political 
and partjfc contesh, in ordgi^rtV* 'Jbin with 
commoa accord in matter^T avowed public 
utility The poor chtl^en uf^ld at all 
events be edocated. - only tyas^ 

^hetl^ they shoiijd Vp well or ill edtedrtr' 
It-was not in the s^uol, nor under public qy 
masters tliat education could 

Cbildr^, if left al^ncj'^would edu- 
^ {h(|N»arives. he ^uca^ him- 
adf, geoft^ly ibdl for his master. ^He 
ditf'.aot'thildt ^^possible that education could 
cj^.^thne^ ^Kive the condition of the 
VT#f‘^tihi1 TTnpjd give luthitsof 
indottry ah^atj^endoa. He wisbedtor more 

/ / 


wa^in bis opinion extremely chimerical. 
Instead of doing any thing of that sort, 
which might tend to render the bill intricate 
and oppressive, he should give his vote for 
the house now resolving itself into the com¬ 
mittee on the bill which was now before 
th^. 

Mr. Simeon thought there w'as no need of 
going to ihe North for iflustraiiGas, nor to 
say much to that house upon the value of 
education. He thought it desirable that 
every one should he taught to read, but did 
not see the necessity of teA:hing every one 
to write: be disapproved of an addition of 
one shilling in the pound pn the poor rates, 
wbicli would be the effect of this bill^lgid*' 
on for the prospect, at so me yga iiHi^tfnce, 
afforded to some^poor ecfflSSRed person of 
raising him^lf from his situation. He con- 
fended it was by no means to be admitted 
that, because acotjand, in lOgs, had receiv¬ 
ed an establishment of schools, and had pro¬ 
fited by it, that, therefore England, in her 
present civilized stateyrin isoy, should adopt 
simiUu' regulations. He had taken great 
pains to exanvne the state of Hhe poor, ^pd 
should particularly speak of town he 
presented (Reading), whichcontained lb,00Q 
[i inhabitants, of whom 7(600 were poor; but 
hardly a chijd of ten years pld was to bp 
foimd who K'ld not learned to read, at ipiUA 
of threej^ny schoeds which are by 
.ihe poor old people. He saw no necessity, 
for writing or arithmetic. , He Knew of op 
deficiency In tlie number qf candidates for 
baUteni* clerks^ and -Vueb situations* ^9 
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condemned the oiode in ii|^ich the bill waw 
to be carried into effect, but praiiied htebiy' 
m Sunday schools, which he regretted be 
^und great difficulty in prevailing upon the 
poor people to attend. He censured the 
conduct of those in the highei; classes of so- 
A clety, who thought the poor^ should receive 
' no education, but felt his objections to the 
prei^nt plan to be radical arrt fundamental. 
• His opinions resulted from experj^ce, and 
not from speculation and theory. 's* 

Mr. George l^ansittark was of opinion, 
that the establishment of parochial schools in 
tlie manner proposed by the bill was much 
too expensive. He did not think at first, 
that the occupiers of lands and houses should 
bs taxed, in order fliat all the children in the 
country should be taught to read and write, 
^specially when it was ^oubtful, whether 
writing would be of any real use. How¬ 
ever, lie would vote for the bill going into 
the committee. 

Mr. Bragge Bathurst, though he could 
not but admit that the principle of difiujing 
instruction among the lower classes was 
good, could not say that he approved of this 
bill. He had received a communication from 
the part of the country with which he was 
connected, that the whole of the bill of the 
hon. gent, was disapproved of at the quaver 
sessionsj'as extreraefy burt^ensorae, without 
any adequate advantage. ot his objM- 

tions tb ifRs bill was, that it tended to give 
an education to the lower classes above their 
condition, and comprehended objects too 
great for any one measure. The hon. mo¬ 
ver of the bill had not yet made any state¬ 
ment of the present means of educating the 
lower classes. If his bill w'cre to pass, there 
woc-y, Iw no compulsion to torce attendance 
at the sctiuiliiiwand consequently the first 
menace of w'bolesomediSbipline, woidd put 
an end to the attendance of the iudividiu\l 
' threatened. He also objected ta this bill, 
because it would do gway Sunday schools, to 
which no person w^ould subscribe, when the 
parochial ^huols should be established. 

Mr. Wilbetforce sSid, .that he thought 
tbediouse and.the country were under great 
obligations to the bon .gent, who had introdu¬ 
ced this meastre, as it must liave required 
much exertion antj, attention to make out 
four such bills as tbofle betore them ; but at 
the same time he 9 ou^ not help thinkingi 
that parliament ought to procend with great 
j»utlon upon such a sulyect. They were 
*»ow undertaking, for the first time, a great 
work, which had been too long delayed, the 
difi^sion of the benefits of education \ and 
/Voi* IX. 


tfaenffore diey ought to take core lest it raigfai 
not pvovh prg^lcUl in aone nospects* 
while it was edvantageous in Others^ He 
could easily conceive n|^ modifications 
which such a bill might undeim, and a- 
mongst others, tfie combining of voluntary 
contributions, according to the difierent 
circumstances of places, and the means of 
instruction which each might possess ; and^ 
therefore, he approved of the bouse goic^ 
into a committee. The encouraging a desish 
in the lower orders o^the people to better 
their situation, did not appear to him an ob¬ 
jectionable part ^f the Mil; because, it 
was' natural that hope should exist in the 
breast of every one, to push himself for¬ 
ward in tliC s^e of human beings. As far, 
however, as he had been able to observe the 
disposition of the country, as to tliis bill, 
it had not bc^n received so favourably as be 
could have wished. He hifnself had recciv-\ 
ed various representations against ir, prjnci- 
Ppally on account of its having been precipi- 
I tateiy introduced. Altlijggfa he was forgoing 
into the committee, bPiras noi foif pressing 
it forward afterwards rtll such time as par¬ 
liament could be informed more particularly 
of the real sentiments of the country regard¬ 
ing it. He agreed iif regard to what had 
been said of Scotland, and ascribed a good 
deal of that order and moral conduct, indus¬ 
try, and rectitude, which prevailed in that 
part of the country, to their ganeraL system 
of education. It would be important that 
the system now to be adopted here, should 
be combined with all those advantages which 
made men valuable members of* society, 
and accustomed them to be obedient under 
conftnand and controul. He approved high¬ 
ly of tbe plan which bad been^suggested 
that night b;; a right. lion. gent. (Mr. Rose) 
as to combining it with the im^rt^on ot* 
maritime school^ He professed hTmsclt 
to be a friend t» the bjH in general, although 
he was convinced it wass.^-jeeptibh: of various 

he should 

liaveto congiat'Ahite the hon. gent, ^oliadin- 
troduced it, in having thus laid the fouudan 
tio^i of a syeVem wff.ch would yet be attend-. 
* 2 d with the most beneficial uboii 

\ • 

* Mr ^er ^paying soma^ veiy 

handsome qomplimjeuts ^ tl^ hpn. mover 
for his good inte^iohs in tin formation of the 
biU then beAire'lbe boiisi, observed#tliit 
tht^ was a sublet wbidh '^st particularly 
required deliberate considei vion. . It Wa^ 
impossible, of all qthers, tlilk this subject 
could be decide uno flatu. \ It wit* im, 
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frtjWtthatbosBanity andjiu^lQng r)^ttir-| by bis appearance kne^ that Jut wit a 
pdi t>ut had the maturity oi tfcne^iow come Scotchmau» was he to sa^VthU is all oyin^ 
to'Vhch a Kate of fulness that it was iropossi* to thctr writing and residing in that part 
tde fifrus to wait %}other session? That the of the country ? Would it nut be mote ia« 
^tfusion of knoij(ledge was proper nught be: tional to ssy, that in this, as well as in many 
iK^pportid by many good argument') j but | other cases, ij was ditticult for him to trace 


he confessed that he was himself a sceptic 
on this point It was said, look at the state 
of the savage when compared to ours. A 
kavagp among savages was very well, and 
the difference was only perceived when he 
came to be introduc^ into civilized society. 
^Chat state of each society was known best 
by comparing dire with another, and that 
was found to be the b^t which had the 
neatest variety of employments for its mem¬ 
bers. A knowledge of many of the hne 
arts, and of the mechanic arts, was very 
useful, but we were not all to be artists 
or mechanics; how awkward should w'e be 
altnated if we were a nation of shoemakers, 
or tart^enters, ortayioip-? Jf, on the other 
-band, all men were clerks, w'hat should w^ 
do for labourers ? This was a false idea; it 
was onl^ giving means of knowledge, 
witliout being certain that those means 
would be rightly made use of. His friend, 
1>r. Johnson, was of opinion that it 
was not right to tdach reading beyond a 
certain extent in society. The danger was, 
that if the teachers of the good and the pro¬ 
pagators of bad principles, were to be can- 
di^tes for«tbe controul of mankind, the 
latter would be likely to be to* successful. 
He couid nut think it right to say, that 
every man w'bo possessed intellect should 
edminifler to himself, because, if so, a 
patient who had intellect, and was of course 
most particularly interested in his owiPeure, 
woedd be the ■ best doctor. The circnla- 
UoQ of great truths Would be of no advantage 
' to n^^lCiid, unless you could increase the 
fttalufe ot their understapding, so as that it 
could reach those thjpgs. -But great stress 
bad been laid orpthe example of Scotland ; 
beacjmittedihet|ll forceol'all thq.^jnanniuafc 
that hivfbeen paid to that eflWTfVy; but then 
it did not follow that he must consequently 
say, ** all thiscomes of their writing and read 
ing.’- He ifiight'as^ell say, lik g ri^eold 
^ Woman when sh^law a man 
banged for forg^,sec what comes* of 
’ jrour writing any reading.** But there were 
^ in ha^ and appearance 


causet from ejects, as it was al&u to trace ef¬ 
fects from any given causes j might he not 
say, that he alid not know wiiether the 
prudeu^g, economy, Ac. of the Scuts was, 
no9the cahse of their applying theuiselvea 
more to learning t^au we did ? A more sub¬ 
stantial cause was, perhaps, found out by 
an hon. gent. op|)osiie, who had attributed 
the economy of the Scots to the want of 
poor laws throughout the greater pan of the 
country. But we shoitld consider how far 
tlie 'measure itself was calculated to eHcct its 
own object; for^instance,^let us look to 
England, and see if learning had not in* 
creased rapidly for many years past, and 
yet, in the same proportion, we find that po« 
verty had increased. The increase of this sort 
of introduction to knowledge would only tend 
tobiake the people study politics, and lay 
them -open to the arts of designing men; 
it was impossible that a great quantity 
of reading in a country could banisli 
poverty entirely out of the nation ; we 
i^ghtas well say, that wc could remove po« 
verty from among a people by teaching 
tirem all to pla/ the fi({dle. A good deal, 
however, might be said to cofhtist iu the 
extent of the po)<ulation and general habits 
of the people; and whilst people were found 
to lose sight of that houourabte principle of 
independence that would not suffer them to 
rest their hopes of relief on (he pari'<li, it 
was impossible to prevent poverty among.^ 
them. At long as men wouid injury, and 
get children, without evci 0 *^Taklfig of wLnt 
was to become of their offspring ; ;is long as 
men would spend their gain>' as ia^i as they 
got them, living from iiand to mouth, aiivl not 
laying someihing’oy for a rainy day, accord¬ 
ing til tlieir own empliatical exptx‘s»ion, so 


long w'ould it be impossible to Jio|k^ that po< 
verty should not creep in amongst us. The 
benefit societies contributed,, indeed, asefaras 
their general principle went, to remove the 
danger of being overwhelmed witliopoveriy 
more than any systegi which he bad seen 
for many years ; but® even they might, in 
j^icnlariiies iV'th in ha^ and appearance I many in^ances, be liable to some objection, 
m evbich peopH^f diffef^ntcountnes might, as to the detailed part of each particular so- 
^ disiingnir • ■ ■ • ' 
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in a crowd, for instance, 
high cheek boaes, and 


ciety. The plan of his hon. friend, how¬ 
ever, did (let possess the least possible means 
of removing poverty from our door for an 
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instant, escept in some few individual cas^. 
Me «tnii 8 t, thrrefiire, however reluctantly, 
oppose the motion of hi*) hon. friend, whose 
buoEiane and piUrUnic intentions mast be 
fairly acknowledged and sincerely felt by 
every Eniili-shman. • • 

Mr. U^iith’^'od contended, against the 
principle hid d ".vn by his ri^ht hon. friend, 
w^as it to be i^dicved, th.it onc^ot the most 
* erudite meuoi'hts day, that an wltghteped 
atatesman of tlie ninoteeiitli century, could 
stand forward in that hoi'^e to argdfe against 
the universal di*f ••■ion ot knowledge ? That 
a man who w.is the shining c’tnm- 

ple of the great and good effects resulting 
^ornedicatioti, cogid now be an advocate 
'fer Ignorance ? That the representative of a 
free people coijd say. that the people were 
the more free when they were the le^s en¬ 
lightened ? Hi.s right hon. friend had said, 
that persons the most interested in any busi¬ 
ness were gener.dly the least qualihed for 
that business ; and had instanced such a po- 
ntipn by one of those illustrations with 
which his right iion. friend more frequently 
amused than convinced the house. A pa¬ 
tient, it had been said, was of all others the 
feast capable of assisting himself. But 
what tormed the grand distinction between 
brutes and human beings so circumstanc<M ? 
The latter could point ouMhe seat of th(dr | 
dif^se, 3^4 thus dfrect th^klll of the phy¬ 
sician ; so that, to carry on the iiluslralion, 
infbrmnion %as in a high degree essential to 
the patient. Miu'h had been said respecting 
the increased burthens of the pi^or rates 5 he 
contended for it that the proposed system of 
hducaiion would considerably reduce those 
hurthens. In Scotland, the poor rates were 
almdiVt K/yhi ng. In Westmoreland, and other 
English cotmWff, wli^e education in a 
greater proportion prevailed, the rates were 
in the s;une proportion Icssene^. As to the 
application to France, he thought it made! 
for bis argument; •for though those who^ 
were at llie head of the llevolution might 
have been enlightened, it was notorious that 
the instruinants in the hands of those men^ 
were the moV ignorant andbrutul of the 1 
Parisian mob^ but it was singular, to hear 
auch Sn argutSent from one, who, in intro¬ 
ducing to that hous^ ihe military plan thni^ 
did him so much'honour, hud observed that 
the Scots made the best soldiers, and why ? 
bec'uise the Scots were in.genJral the best 
educated. His right hon. friend then said, 
give me a soldiery of exalted character." 
He (Mr. Whitbread) now aaid, give me a 


peasantry exalted character. It was edu-' * 
catiotionly that gave such character to either^ 

It had been said that die illiterate peasantry 
would see sufficiently the lights of the 
community in which they lived. He, for 
his part, could not understand how a man 
would be enabled to see better by a candle 
held by others than by one held by himself. 
Education might be said to be the panacea, 
if any thing human could be a panacea, fot 
the ills to which our state was naturally sub^ 
jeeted. As to the red hair an.l high cheek* 
bones of the Scots, these were but physt* 
cal allusions, iieifher seriously introduced^ 
nor to be seriously comment^ upon : biit 
as to the moral distinctions; bow were suds 
to be ascertained ? He believed by the fre^ 
quency or ^carcity of i rime. In Westmore¬ 
land, the bust educated county in England, 
executions were scarcely Jino^vn. Search, 
the Newgate calendar, great majority 

l^of those executed iirLondon every year wero 
Irish ; the next in order were English, 
and the last Scots, was an exact 

proportion with th^ respective sys^ 
terns of education among the lower orders. 
Several gentlemen had objected 10 the great 
additional expense of which, it was appre¬ 
hended, this plan of education might be 
; productive. He contended that that expense 
bad been considerably overrated. He had 
said that they would not in any case excted 
one shilling in the pounb, and'then it was 
immediately concluded that the expenses 
were in nil cases to be estimated at a shilling 
in the pound. The bon. gent, ihsn took a 
view of the plan as affecting the metrojjolfe. 
In 4 he parish of St. Giles, no*'less than 
5CXX) children, the oifrpnng of Vhe labour¬ 
ing Irish, were dally igiv'ancing in ignoranoe 
to maturity.* Mr. Lancaster wnstJuitely to* 
contribute still further to the 8 ervic^)fhis 
country, by a^uffiing the management of a 
scliool in the Seveif 'Diah for carrying on 
his approved system of methaftical educatioo. 
He was to say, tab, cliat he thought 

I)r. Beir.s services in this way liad been very 
important.—He had been advised to post¬ 
pone the bill ibr another year. Humat^ex4t* 
Cvw «va> uncenain. ^ ^ might not UwsT 
another year, and^^he was unwilling 
that the measure shotUd' fall ' into Um 
hanch of any tme who might be Jess an* 
tliusiastic in the'f.tosecurion of it tbanjii^** 
sel#. He concluded by tmstipg.that the hew 
would allow bill to eo if^o* a coinmitjiif. 

The Clianceilor of the JSzs^Wxer 
sed his readings to concur ia 
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tbe<Spesdcer*s leaving the chair, l^pcauae he 
WHS convinced rhat the iovestigation of the 
tufa^t in the committee woold be prodoc- 
tive of material adVantage. He comd not, 
however, agree with the bon. ^nt. in many 
ol his positions $ and he diAered consider¬ 
ably from him in the hostility which he bad 
expressed towards the whole code of the 
Poor Laws; a code which, in his opinion, 
contained a great deal of good, although, 
certainly, with some alloy of evil.—>The 
house t^n resolved kself into a committee, 
in which a conversation arose. Mr. Whit¬ 
bread was anxious that the bill should be 
immediately proceeded with, reminding the 
house that it had lain on the table ever since 
Ibe 22d of February. Mr. (?iddy and Mr. 
Carey objected to any further proceeding 
with the bill at that late hour as many ob¬ 
jections masj neqfSidrily arise against the va¬ 
rious clauses. It was agreed, therefore, 
that the proceedings in die committee should 
be postponed, and the house having resii- 
mtd, thr* chairman reported progress, and 
obtained leave to sit^^n on Monday, 


House OP xoaos. 

SaturdayApril 25. 

[Mthutes.] Tm royal assent was given 
by commisskm to the Loan Interest bill, 
ine Irish Loan bill, the Treasurer of the 
Navy's Reflation bill, the Customs Fees 
bill, the Innkeepers Subsistence bilL the Si¬ 
cilian Prize'Money bill, the Tanners bill, 
several other imblic, and a number of pri¬ 
vate biUs. The commissioners were the 
lord chancellor, and lords Walsingbam and 
Hawketbury.—^Tbe bills on the table Y^ere 
forwardec^ in their respective stages, and 
cbtthouse adjourned tjll Monday. 

• ^ - -.. “ 

HOUSE OF COMMOHS. 

Saturday, ApHl^S, 

[Mikutes.] The Iftose met at half-past I 
three, and VeA sohimooed by the black rodj 
io the house of pArs to hear the royal assent 
given to several public and private bills. 

cHOUSBiOF LOfiDS. 

M9ntfpyjCipril27. '•wjar-" 

Ring's SpEEc^f About a quarter 
three o'clockjpte lord chancellor, earlj 
Camdsai, and lordf Hawkesbury* took their 
jyt^as bis majes^'s comdiiuioners. Mr, 
tbe d»u!y usher of die black vod^ 
WVVVenttodie/fonseofconfb^ns to require 
tbalr attenda|TO. Afw some time had 
ivVtglgH, tbe Speaker, accompanied by a great 
Bomber of Aswbers of hous^ of com- | 


mons, came to the bar. Tbe royal assent 
was tteo notified by the lords commisrioBeie 
to two private bills, after which. 

The Lord Chancellor, in hit majesty'i 
name, delivered the following speech : 

'' My Lords and Gendemen, We have 
it in command from his majesty lo in¬ 
form you, that his majesty has thoQj^t 
fit to avail ^h^mself of the first momertt 
wlijph would admit ot an interruption of 
the 'sitting of parliamenti without mate¬ 
rial indfhvenience to the public busi¬ 
ness, to close the present session ; and that 
his majesty has therefore been pleased to 
cause a commission to be issued under the 
great aeal for proroguing, the parliament.— 
We are further commanded to fttate to you, 
that his majesty is anxious tr recur to the 
sense of bis people, while the events which 
have recently taken place are yet fresh in 
their recoUe^ion.—His majesty feels, that 
in resorting to this measure, under the pre¬ 
sent circumstances, he at once demonstrates, 
in tbe most unequivocal manner, his oum 
conscientious persuasion of the rectitude of 
those motives upon which be has acted, and 
afibrdt to his people the best opportunity of 
testifying their determination to support him 
in every exercise of the prerogative of bis 
crewn, which is conformable to tbe sacred 
obligations underfvfaich they are held, and 
conducive to th^ welfiirb of bis^Jtingdom, 
and to tbe security of the constitution.— 
His majesty directs us to express his entire 
conviction, that after so long a reign, marked 
by a series of indulgences to bis Roman ca¬ 
tholic subjects, they, in common with eveiy 
other class of his people, must feel assured 
of his attachment to tbe prmciples of 
and enlightened tolerati on, and ofnis 
anxious desire to paotect eqfiuTy ftnd promote 
impartially the bappineu of aU descriptions 
of his subjeqjs." 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Com¬ 
mons, His majesty has commanded us 
to thank you, in his majesty's name, 
for the supplies which you have furnish¬ 
ed for the public service. He has seen, 
with great satisfiiction, that you have been 
able to find tlie means of defraying, in the 
present year, those large but necessaiy ex¬ 
penses for which you ^ve provided, with¬ 
out imposing upon his people tbe immediate 
burthen of additional taxe8.<—His majesty 
has observed'with no less satisfaction, the 
inquiries which you have instituted into sub- 
jecteconnected with public economy ; and 
he trusts that the early attention of a new 
parliament, \vhich he will forthwith direct 
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to be called, wUl be applied to the proiectt- 
fioB of these important objects." ^ . 

^'MyLords and Gentlemen, His majesty 
hat directed us most earnestly to recommend 
toyou that you should cultivate, by all means 
In your power, a spirit of myon, harmony, 
end good will anaongst all classes and descrip¬ 
tions of his people. His majesty trusts 
.that the divisions naturally tfnd unavoidably 
excited by the late unfortunat^apd uncalled- 
for agitation of a question, sp interestkf^ to 
the feelings and opinions of his people, will 
speedily pass away ; and that the* prevailing 
sense ana determination of all his subjects 
to exert their united efforts in the cause of 
tbeir country, will enable his majesty to con¬ 
duct to an honourable and secure termina¬ 
tion the great yontest in which he is enga¬ 
ged."—After which , 

The Lord Chancellor said, My Lords 
and Gentlemen, By virtue of his majesty’s 
commission under the gr^t seal, to us and 
other lords directed, and now read, we do,' 
in bis majesty's name, and in obedience m his 
commands, prorogue this parliament toWed- 
nesday, the t3th of May next, to be then here 
hoiden; and this parliament is accordiogly 
prorogued to Wednesday, the 13th day of 
next." 

The lords commissioners then with^w' 
from the house, and the commons retired 
the bar. • ^ • 


*. ROnbSE OP COMMOfetS. 

Monday, April 27 ~ 

[Mikutes.] The Speaker c^u^dowH 
to the house at five minutes past tbreee 
o*clock, and imtfiediately after prayers were 
over was proceeding to count the house, in 
order to take the chair, when Mr. Quarme, 
yeoman usher of the black rod (who. had 
been waiting in the lobby for the Speaker'a 
arrival) announced himself in the usual way, 
with a message from^ the house of peers* 
The Speaker consequently took bit seat in 
the chair, and l^r. Quarihe came into the 
body of the house, and delivered the follow* 
ing message :—“ Mr. Speaker, The lord's^ 
authorised by virtue of his majest. cemmisa. 
for declaring the royal assent to several billa 
which have been agreed to by both houses, 
and also for proroguing this present parlia* 
ment, do desire theiminecfiate«attendahce of 
this hon. house inaihe house of peers, to hear 
the conmiissian read.”—The Speaker then 
accompanied by most of t|ie members pre¬ 
sent, proceeded to the house of lords, atid 
on his return calling the members round the 
table, read to them a copy of the King*a 
speech ; after which the members separate. 
*' Thus ended the Fitst and only Session of 
the Third Parliament of the United Hing*. 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland. 





LIST'OF PUBLIC ACTS 

fn the Firsthand tmly Seimn 0/ the Third Parliainmt ef ike fainted Kin^m ef 
‘Great Britniifi andlrelai^i and in ike AFthYearof the Rnga kia pTtitntMajnty 
George III. with ike Date of their meeting the Royal Aesenf. • a 


/onuar^ 6, 1807- I 

1. An Act, to revWe and make perpetual 
tad to amend an Act, nuKle in the d2d Year 
of hSspresent Majesty, for the further Regu¬ 
lation of the Trials of ^controverted Elections 
or Returos of A^embers to sen e in Parlia'- 
Snent, and for expediting* the Proceedings 
fdating thereto. 

January l6. 

2. An Act for raising the Sum of 

^10,500,000 by Loans or Exchequer Bills, 
for the Service of Great Britain for the Year 
I 8 O 7 . ^ ‘ 

January 22, 

3. An Act for continuThg and granting to 
his Majesty certain Duties upon Malt in 
Great Britain, for the Servi^ of the Year 
ISO7. 

, 4 . An Act for continuing and granting to 
his Majesty a Duty on Pensions, Offices, and 
^rsonal Estates, in {Ingland^ and certain 
Duties on Sugar, Malt, Tobacco, and Snuff, 
in Great Britain, for the Service of the Year 
1807- 

Feh. 19 - 

5. An Act "to iiulemnify such Persons in 
the United Kingdom as have omitted to 
'qualify themselves for Offices and Employ¬ 
ments \ and for extending the Times limited 
for those'Purposes respectively, until the 
25th Day of December, 1S07. and to perpiit 
such Persons in Great Britain as have omit* 
ted tp make and file Affidavits of the Exe* 
pition qf jlndeutures of Clerks vo Attornies 
and Sull'citbrs, to make and file the same on 
or before the Ist Day of Michaelmas Term 
18P7. 

6. An Act to continue, during the present 
War, and qntil a Year after the X^i^instion 
thereof by the Ratification of a Definitive 
Treaty of Peace, an Act made in the 44th 
Year of his present Majesty, for empowering 
his Majesty to acc^t the Services of susli 
Parts of His Militia Forces in Ireland, as^ 
might voluntarily offer themselves to be em> 
ployed in Great Britain. 

V An Act to declare that certain Provi 
1900 s Sf an Act ot the last Session of the kst 
, l^arliament, intituled, An AeV to permit the 
’ Interchange of every Species of Grain 
Jbgtwqea OfW^Britaia and Ireland ihaR ex¬ 


tend to Grain the Produce of thorn Coontriet 
only. 

6 .^ An Agt 'to continue for the Term of 
7 Yedh oeitain Acts of the Pariimnent of 
Ireland, fbr preventing the Importation of 
Arms, Gunpowder, and Ammunition, and 
the making, removing, selling, and keeping 
of Gunpowder, Arms, and Ammunition, 
without Licence. • 

9 . An Act for allowing the Exportation 
annually of a limited Quantky of Wonted 
Yarn to Canada, <> 

JO. An Act for raising the Sum of 

I, 000,000 byT/easury Bills for the Ser* 
vice of Ireland for the Year 18 C 7 . 

II . An Act to authorize his Majesty, an* 
til the 25th Day of March, 1808, to make 
Regulations respecting the Trade and Com¬ 
merce to and from the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

12 . An Act to abolish certain Offices ip 
the Customs of Ireland; and to abolish or 
regdate certain other offices therein. 

13. An Act foju*investing certain Com¬ 
missioners appointed for the ExarrimitiDn of 
Accounts and Expenditure relating to the 
Office of BaiTack Master General, with cer¬ 
tain Powers and Authorities necessary for 
the Examination of such Accounts aud Ex¬ 
penditure. 

14. An Act to amend several Acts, for 
regulating the Trial of Controverted Elec¬ 
tions or Returns of Members to serve in Par¬ 
liament, so far as the samel^aie tn Ireland. 

15. An Act to continue for the Term of 7 
Years, certain Acts for the better Prevention 
and Punishment of Attempts to seduce Par¬ 
ens serving in his Ma}esty*s Forews by Sea 
or Land from their Duty and Allegiance to 
his Majesty, or to incite them to Mutiny or 
Disobedience. 

. March 16 . 

16 . An Act to amend severaj Acts for the 
ShIc of bis Majesty's Quit Rents, Crown and 
pther Rents, and of cer^in Lands forfeited 
and undisposed of in Ireland. 

17- An Act to secure the Collection of the 
Duties on Aubtions in Ireland j and to pre¬ 
vent Frauds therein. 

18. An Act to grant to his Majesty certain 
Julaud Duties of Excise and Taxes in Ireland, 
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and to allow certain Drawbacks in' roRpect 
ibereof} in Ueu of former Duties of Kxoise« 
^xes, and Drawbacks. 


, Jferc^Oa. 

29 . An Act for further continuing, un^ 
I the 23th Day of March, lfi08i certain Buun* 


19 . An Act 10 provide more effeclually ' ties and Drawbacks on^tbe Exportation of 
for regulating the Diawbacks and Bounties ' Sugarfiom Great Britain; and fur suspend- 
ou the I'.xporiaiion ^f Siiga{ from Ireland; ing the Countervailing Duties and Biaindea 
and for allowing Britiiih Plantation Sugar to on Sugar when the Duties imposed by anAct 
be Warehoused in Ireland* until the 23th of the last Session of Parliament shall be sQf- 
Day of March, 1808. • ' pended. 

20 An Act to suspend, ilhtfU. the First | 30. An Act to continue, until the 25th 

Day of May, 1807 . the Payment of alWAfaw-; Day of March, 1810, anAct of tlie44th 
backs on Spirits made «r distilled in Great Year of his present Majesty, for permitting 
Britain or Ireland, and exported from either the Exportation of Salt fre^m the Port of Na»« 
Country to the other respectively. sau in the Islaxid of New Providence, th® 

21. An Act to provide fui regulating and Purl of Exunui, and the Port of Croaked 

•ecuring the Collection ut cerum Rates and Island in the Kahama Is]and.s, in Ships be« 
Taxes in IrelanJ, in r(.spect of Dwelling longing to the Inhabitants of the United 
Houses, Fire^uarlli!., Wiiid-.»w^., Iviuie Ser- States uf America, and coming in Ballast, 
vants. Horses, Dogs, aigl Carriages. 31 AnAct to repeal Part of the uty oa 

22. An Act t>> .iliuw lor 2 \'tars, from and the importation of unfUaputactured Tobacco 
aflci the passing (jf tins Act, an addinonal , .nio Ireltnid. 


Bounty on Double Urfined Siig*ir, and 10 ey 
tend former Bouiitie.s on olli. r Uchuw>d Su* 
gar to .such as shall be ponndciJ, crasl^d, or 
broken; and to allow for 1 Year certain 
Bou r.ties on British Plantation Raw Sugar 
exported. 

23. An Act for repealing so much of an 
Act, made in the 9 th Year oi her late Ma¬ 
jesty Queen Anne* as vests in the Sou^h Sea 
Company or Corporatioti, by the said Act 
erected, the solw and eiA:lusi\e Privilege of 

. carrying on Trade and Traffic to and from 
any Part vijjratsoever of South Americ a, or in 
the outb Seas, which now are or may at 
any Time hereafter he in the I'ossession oi* 
his Majesty, his Heirs or Successors. 

24. An Act for allowing, until the 1 st 
Day of August, 1808, the Importation of 
certain Fish from Newfoundland and the 
Coast ofLftbrtNfor, an^for granting a Bounty 
thereon. 

25. An Act to allow Turkey Tobacco to 

be imported into Great Britain, in small 
Packages. • 

26 . All Act forextending to German Y^n 
4he Provisions of ^ Act made iii the last Ses¬ 
sion of the last I^rliaraeiU for permitting 
Prussian Y<irn to be imported in Foreign 
Ships on Payment of the like Duties as if 
imported ifl British Shi]>s. 

27> An Act for granting to his Majes^* 
until 12 Months %fter the Ratification of a 
Definitive Treaty of Peace, certain addition 
bI Duties of Excise on Brandy in Great Bri¬ 
tain. • 

^ 28. An Act for raising the Sum of 

^M,900,00aby way of Aanuitiei. 


32 An Act fiil^punishing Mutiny and De« 
seiiion; and for the better Payment of the 
Army and tiicir Quarters. ^ 

33. An Act for the Regulation of his Ma¬ 
jesty's Royal Marine Forces w'liile on Shore. 

34. An Act for continuing, until the 1st 

Day of August, 1^08, an Act of the 45fti 
Year of his present Majesty, for allowing, 
under certain Restrictions, the bringing a lU, 
mited Quantity of Coals, Culm, or Cinders* 
to London and Westminster^ by inlaud Na¬ 
vigation. • * 

• March 25. ‘ 

35. An Act to secure the Payment of the 
Duties on Licences granted t(^ Persons ia 
Ireland dealing in Exciseable Commodi¬ 
ties. 

. 3G. An Act for the Abolition} Slave 
Trade. ^ ^ 

37 AmAct to continue, nnjj^the 25)lh*' 
Day of March, 16i4, and a'ucillfh un Act, 
made in the 30ih anddOtb Year of bis*pre- 
sent Majesty, fof tlie more eficciiial Prevao* 
tion of Depredutiuns on ihe*RU'erThamei 
and its vicinity; and tit amend ^ti Act, made 
in the 2d Year of his present Majesty, to 
prevent the committing of Thefts and Frauds 
by Persons navigating Bum*Bo^, and other 
iBoats, upon the River flames. * • ■ 

April 9 . 

88. An Act to amend several Acts Yor re* 
gulating*and securing the C(.llcction of, the 
Duties on Paper, made in Ireland^ and to 
make perpetual so niifbh of an Act made' In 
the 45thi^eft‘ of his present Majesty., as re¬ 
lates to Paper Hangings printed or ataiobd in 
Ireland. 
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39. An Act to rectify a Mistake I'n an Act 
loadeiii the last Session of Parliament, for 
'e&abling his Majesty to settle Annuities on 
certain Branches of^he Royal Family. 

April 25.* 

' 40. An Act to grant to his Majesty^ until 
the 29th Day of September, J80d, .iDuty 
upon Malt made in Ireland, and upon Spi¬ 
rits made or disiillcd in Ireland, and to allow 
certain drawbacks on tlie Exp rtaiion thereof. 

41. An Act to continue, until the 25t]i 
pay of March, 1808,*and from thence antil 
the End of the then next Session of Parlia- 
inent, an Act, made in theM4th Year of his 
pi^nt Majesty's Keign, for appointing 
Comaiisiiioners to enquire into the Fees, 
Gratnities, Perquisites, and Einolnments re 
ceired in several Public Offices in Ireland j 
to examine into any Abuses which may exist 
in the same, and ipto' the Mode of receiving, 
collecting, issuing, and accounting for Fablic 
looney in Ireland, ^ 

42. An Act to continue for 21 Years, so 
much of certain Acts of the Parliament of 
li^nd, as relate to {he lighting, dejn-iiii?, 
and watching of Cities and Towns, fur the 
lighting, cleansing, and wntching of whiub 
no particular Piovision made by any Act of 
^ParUament. 

43. An Act to declare, that the Provisions 
ef tn Act made in the Parliament of Ireland 
intbeSSd Yegr of Kmg Henr>' the Eighth, 
relating to Servanft Wages, shall^extend to 
all Counties of Ci^es and Counties'of Towns 
|n Ireland. 

44. An Act to amend an Art made in the 
last Session of Parliameni, foi regnlatingand 
providing for the Rtiief of tlie Poor and ibe 
Management oi Infirmaries aud Hospitali in 
Ireland. 

• 45. to continue an Att made in 

the Paftfament of Ireland, in the 31st Year 

the Reign of his late Majesty King George 
the Second, for the hettet suppl>ing the Ci¬ 
ty of Dublin with Coals, and for the better 
Encouragcvnent«of tbe Collieries of Keland. 

40. An Act for raising the Sum of 
4^1,500,000 by way of Animities, for the 
Service ofjrelond. 

• 47. An Act to a)^tiiorize the Payment of 
prize Money arising from Captuies made by^ 
Sbiift of hiii Sicilian Majesty m conjunction 
whh British Ships, to the Sicilian* Envoy, for 
tbe tye of tbe Officers and Men of such 
Sfaipi; and also thd Payment oi Money ari- 

. mogoatof Proceeds of Priie^ or Captures* 
BUttk by any other Ships or Vessels belong- 
Ing tp Foreign States, in conjunction with 
b» Majesty's Shjp<i. 

• 46. An Act to lepeal so'much of certain 


I Acts as relates to tbe Regulations or Condf^ 
dittons under which CofFee, Cocoa Nut8,<^t^ 
gar, and Rice, (not being the Produce of tbe 
&8t Indies), are allowed to be secured in 
Warehouses, without Paymentof Dutyj and 
to authorize tbe ColleQtors and Comptrollers 
of tbe Customs in his Majesty's Colonies 
and Plantations in America, and the West 
Indies, to admihister certain Oaths. 

40, An Aeffor permitting ihe ExjKirtation • 
oflidRers Earth, Fulling Clay, and Tobacco 
Pipe Clay, to any Pbice in Possession of hi| 
Majesty. 

50. An Act to repeal the aeveral Duties 
under the Care of the Commissioners for 
managing the Stamp Duties in Ireland, and 
to grant new and additional Duties in iieq 
thereof; and to amend the L^ws relating to 
tbe Stamp Duties in Ireland. 

51. An A ct to extend the Provisions of .iq 
Act made in the last Session of Parliament, 
/or abolishing Fees received by certain Offi* 
rers and other persons employed in the >er- 
\iceiof the Customs in the Port of London, 
and for regulating the Attendance of Officers 
and others so employed, to the Out-Ports; 
and to appiopriate the Fees of certain abo* 
hshed anti vacant Offices in the Customs to 
the Superannuation Fund. 

S&. An Act for enabling his Majesty to 
grant the Palace, xalled the King’s House, 
with the Appurt^ances, situate tn|GiTen- 
wichPaik, in the County of Kent, to the 
Commissioners for the Government of tbe 
Royal Naval Asylum, and for enabling the 
said Commissioners to appoint n Chaplain tq 
officiate therein. 

53. An Act to suspend for 12 Months so 
much of an Act of the 2d Year of King 
James the First, intituled. An Act concern¬ 
ing Tanners, Qurgers, Sboemakers, and 
other Artificers, occupying the cutting of 
l.father, as prohibits the regrating and in¬ 
grossing of ()aken Bark. 

54. An Act for increasing the Bates of 
Subsistence to be paid to innkeepers and 
others on quartering Soldiers. 

53, Au Act for charging tbe Stun of 
/’12,000,000, Part of the Loan TweCve 
Millions two hundred thousand Pounds, 
raised for the Service of Great Britain fc^r the 
Year 18O7, upon the Dudes of Customs and 
l^xcise, granted to bis'Majesty during the 
continuance of the present War, and for cer¬ 
tain Periods aiTter the Ratification of a Defi¬ 
nitive Treaty of Peace; and for providing a 
Sinking Fund for the Redeknption of the 
Stocks or Funds thereby created. 

56'. An Act for the ffirther regulating tbe 
Office of Treasurer of bis Majesty's Na\y. 
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COBBETT’S 

Parliamentary Debates-, 

• • 

During the First Session of the Fourth Parliament of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of the Kingdom of 
Great Britain theTwenty«&;^t, appointed to meet at Westmin¬ 
ster, the Twcnfy-second Day of June, One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Seven, in the Forty-seventh Year of 'the Reigii of 
His Majesty King GEORGE the Third. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, June 22, 1907. 

This being the day appointed for th^ 
meeting of the New Parliament, the Lord 
Chancellor came to the house at two o'cToch, i 
and being seated on the woolsack, immedi¬ 
ately rose and said, My lords, I have to ac¬ 
quaint you, that his majesty, not thinking 
ht to attend in person this day, has been 
pleased to issue a commission under the gj^at 
seal, empowering certain commissioners, na¬ 
med therein, to qpen and hold this present 
parliameiftT" The lords cemmissioners then 
present, namely, the archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury, tlie lord chancellor, the earl of Ayles- 
ford, and lord Hawkesbury, being robed, 
and having taken their seats in front of the 
throne, Mr. Quarme, the yeoman usher of 
the black rod, was deputed to order the at¬ 
tendance of the commons ; a number of 
whom forthwitWappeared, preceded by the 
clerks of that house.—The commission was 
then read, and the lord chancellor spoke n$ 
follows :—** My lords, anih gentlemen of 
the house of commons; We have it in coni* 
mand from his majesty, to let you knovi 9 
that his majesty will, as soon as the mem¬ 
bers of both house^shall be sworn, declare 
t«you the causes of hU calling this paflia- 
nient ; and it being necessary that a Speak¬ 
er of the buuse of commons should be first 
chosen, it is his mgjesiy's pleasure, that you, - 
gentlemen of tlie •hoa>c of oommons, r9> 
pair to the place where you are to sit, and 
there proceed to the choice qf some proper 
person to be your Speaker; and that you, 
present such person here to-morrow, at 
•threfi O’clock, for his majesty’s royal appro¬ 


bation."—The commons having withdrawn, 
their lordships proceeded* to prayers $ after 
which, the sevens^ peers present took the 
usual oaths and their seats. 


BOUSE OF COMMONS. * 

Monday* June 22. 

[Choice op a Speaker.] About two 
o’clock, the attendance of the commons, at 
the bar of the bous% of lords, was com¬ 
manded in a message by the black rod. 
About 200 members, who had been previ¬ 
ously sworn in by the lord steward of the 
household, according to ^stom» in (he Long 
Gallery, Went up immediately, and having 
receive his majesty’s command, signr^ed, 
by the lord chancellor, to elect a Speaker, 
returned, and shortly after proceeded to the 
exercise of that privilege in the usual form, 

ndr. Yorke rose, and addressing himself to 
Mr, Ley, the senior clerk, sM, that the 
house was gow called upon to exercisc^JBB'^ 
of its most antient and valuable ^If^ilcgest 
in electing, from among its members, »pro- 
per person tef discl^arge the functions of its 
Speaker j functions always important to the 

maiuianancG of order and decorum within 
its own w'alls, and the execution of which 
w'as at the same lime most es.sential towards 
obtaining for the proceedings of the house, 
tlieie‘*pect and sanction of the community 
abroad. Some apology Was perhaps nece.sSa- 
ry, for hU presuming to ofter himself to 
the house* on this occasion, which implied 
an assumption, that the person whom he 
s]^ould recommend as t^je most fit an^ prp- 
per, to discharge the arduous duties annexed 
to the chaiP, should immediately appear to" 
the hoase to possess in a pi^-eminent d^eoe * 

2 Q 2 • 
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the anembliga of great qualities which was 
requisite for toe office. He was aware^ that 
there* were many genlleitieo in the house^ 
who, by their abilities and conduct, and the 
eutbonty annexed to Iheir^names and per* 
tons, were very capable of filling this im* 
portant atelion with dignity and advantage. 
£ut there was something faither than mere 
personal qualifications which afforded not 
only a fair presumption, but even the assur* 
anceand full conviction, that the right hon. 
gent, be meant to propose was, even among 
^the many other highly gifted persons whom 
he saw around him, the mfist worthy to fill 
the chair of the house in these times of 
dificulty. In addressing the house on this 
occasion, be had, in addition to the satisfac¬ 
tion of discharging a high public duty, a 
pride and pleasure in bearing his personal 
testimony to,roei;Us'whith he had long pri¬ 
vately known, and which,,the more he knew 
tiiem, the more he esteemed and honoured, 
end the more he congratulated himself on 
his acquaintance with the person who pos¬ 
sessed them in so c^uinent a degree. He 
anticipated, therefore, with peculiar satis- 
firction the testimony that he knew would 
be unanimously home/his day to every thing 
that he had said in behalf of his right hon. 
inend. It was a fiirther satisfaction to him, 
to think that the vote which the house would 
give on this qpcasion, wouldbe distinct from 
aD party prejudices and interests, Jhe preva¬ 
lence of which, in that house, was on eiery 
occasion to be deplored , but the prevalence 
of which, at the present difficult and dange¬ 
rous crisis, was particularly to be depreca¬ 
ted, as it might perhaps be pregnant whh 
the ruin o( these once flourishing, united, 
happy countries. , He was satisfied that, 
,oo the pKsent occasion at leatc, no party 
feelin^would find room among those he saw 
around biiti. This happy‘un(inimity would 
enhance the pride and (Measure be felt on 
being permitted to address the house on this 
occasion and* ho bailed the appioaching 
unanimous election of his right hon. friecd 
to the chair, as an omen of the future con¬ 
cord whiqh ho hoped.to see prevail generally 
cn the boose. It yas not necessary for hnii 
to descant on the qualifications requisite to 
fill the chair with propriety, as there were 
many gentlemen present who hatt repeated¬ 
ly Seen it filled in the most honourable man- 
If he v^erc called upon to give 
- amhatance of every thing thbt ^ Speaker of 
sdj^cHue o( ooinnioDs ought to be, though 
jRe hM, within his memory, been fill- 
mkay ptflotu of ver^' high and distin- 
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guished merit, be should not heutate to 
name the right bon. Charles Abbot, (a'^ge- 
neral cry of hear! hear!) If be possessM 
more eloquence^ he cpuld wdth "pleasure 
dwell on the merits by which this right hob. 
gent, was so*eminenfly distinguished and 
recommended*. He could dilate bpon the 
independence of bis character, his accurate 
knowledge of, the laws of the country, his 
injipiate acquaintance with the foims and the 
praeflee of the house of commons, and his 
love of the constitufioD. But all praise must 
fall short of the merits which the house 
knew so well, and estimated so highly The 
services which Mr. Abbot bad rendered as 
chairman of the committee of finance, and 
as chief secretary for Ireland, were, how¬ 
ever, so deeply impressed upon his mind, 
that he could not r^^train himself from mi¬ 
king particular mention of them. As a 
member of the committee of finance he bad 
had particular opportunities ot observing 
the meritorious conduct of his right hon. 
friend as chairman of that committee •, and 
he had also particular reason to know, how 
much cause Ireland had to regret his being 
called from his high station in that country, 
to fill the chair of that house. Mr. Abbot 
was, in one word, in every sense, one of 
tbe^oest servants of the public; and if e\e- 
ry other sen^ant of the public, at the pre¬ 
sent time, and in the tithes to^me, per¬ 
formed his duty with the same fidelity, zeal, 
and diligence, the country would find in such 
seivice, the most < ffectual means of extrica¬ 
ting itself from the difficulties with which 
It was now encitmpassed. He should tres¬ 
pass no farther on the house, but conclude 
with moving, That the right hon Charles 
Abbot, be called to the chair of that house. 

Mr. BanlM rose and adffessed the house 
thus.—Sir, 1 never lose with more utisfac- 
tion to second^any motion than I now do 
that which has just been submitted to you> 
^because I am suie 1 am speaking the unani¬ 
mous sentiments of those I address, when 
[ say, that I am perfuaded notlung could 
conduce so much to the dignity of this 
bouse, and the general intire*its of ftie 
country, as the placing such a ^rsoB as Mr. 
Abbot in that chair, which he has al^eady 
yepeatedly filled with so,%iiucb honour. Aa 
I speak in the bearing ot many of tboM 
members who formerly sat in this house, it 
may be tbooglit, that, as to them, it n totally 
unnecessary to enlarge ; but there are now 
many amongst us w bo had not formerly gt 
<;eat here, and therefore I hope they will 
excuse me for telling them, that there U nw 
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perm who has exercised himself in the 
dttCidi of that most important office, with 
more intenity, ability, candour, and fidelt* 
ty, than the right, hon. gent, who has been 
nominated to their choice. He is a gentle¬ 
man, who, to the mW diligent research, 
adds the most profound knowMge of man¬ 
kind, with great legal knowl^ge, extensive 
experience in history, and a grpat and accu- 
' rate understanding in constitutional and 
liamentaiy law. These are endow]fleml| 
which qualify him most abundantly to under¬ 
take that arduous and difficult situation to 
which we recommend him. The easy access 
which be gave to all who had occasion to 
consult him, is fresh iu the recollection of 
many whom I address. To them, lor, it 
is abundantly hnown, how usefully and ho¬ 
nourably he filled the chair for several years. 
To myself it is a great gratification to feel, 
that in discharging what 1 conceive to be a 
great public duty, I am also obeying the call| 
of a long and uninterrupted friendship. He 
was, sir, amongst the first of my friends in 
this world, and it is a great pleasure and sa¬ 
tisfaction to me to find, in a great assembly 
of enlightened men, of great qualifications 
and parliamentary experience, that such a 
friend, whom 1 have known so lung and so 
intimately, should be the person repeaUflUy 
deemed most fit to fill the situation of Speak¬ 
er amongiy;^ i*am sure lhat upon this be- 
casiun, as upon former ones, those who 
know his abilities, pe rseverance, and integri. 
ty, will again deem him fit to resume it, 
and that those who have not known him so 
sufficiently as to have experienced his qualifi¬ 
cations, will never have cause to regret their 
acquiescence in the opinion and choice of 
those who have. On these grtiunds I con¬ 
cur with my rigllf lion, ^iend in every senti¬ 
ment he has uttered, and beg leave to con¬ 
clude with seconding the motion he has sub¬ 
mitted to your consideration.* 

Mr. Caicrqf'i.^Slr, 1 never rose with 
more pleasure in this house, than 1 now 
feel in rising to ex^yess my concurrence in 
this motion. I have witnessed, in common 
With iuany*others now present, the great 
talents, the industry, and becoming con- 
duef of that*right hon. gent., whose charac¬ 
ter and qualiticatioiis are now the subjects 
of discussion. He has formerly filled tba* 
chair in such a manner, that 1 think I should 
not be doing justice to my feelings, it 1 
did pot say, that I do not know' of any one* 
judivjdual so well qualified to fill that digni- 
.fied and honourable situation, as that right 
bon. genu *in saying tlius much of him-1 


may perbi^ by some be thought to be go* 
ing too far with my eulogium, and 1 ac* 

knowledge they might think so with so'vede- 

grec of justice, were I have formed this 
opitiion merely upon the basis of those qua¬ 
lifications which have been touched upon by 
the mover and seconder of ibe motion, f 
do not cnean to infer, (hat there may not b« 
several men now present in this house, who, 
from their abilities, extensive knowledge, 
and experience, are perhaps equally ade¬ 
quate to the importani and arduous task of 
filling that office: but, .>iir. under the pre* 
sent circumstanctA In which that right hon. 
gent, stands, and in the present situation of 
affairs, 1 think there are other considerations 
and other quaiities which ought to enter in¬ 
to our consideration. I am convinced, 1 
say, from thi.s more comprehensive view of 
the subject, that the house could not make 
a more judicious choice thali in electing 
that gentleman. T^erfectly concur in every 
thing that has been stated eonciJrning Mm. 

I approve of the detail which tht^two hon. 
gentlemen have given of his character. 
While 1 do this, however, 1 must also be al¬ 
lowed to state, that from such qualificaliops 
alone does not arise t^e governing motive 
my acquiescence. What more immediately 
tends to induce me to support thi.s nomina¬ 
tion, is that spirit of firmness and independ¬ 
ence, wiih which he has always executed 
the high trust committed to and this^^ 
loo, upon*every occasion, bu^ more parU- 
cul.irly upon a memorable one, the circum¬ 
stances of which are yet treah iu your recol- 
lectioD. The situatiGn in .whiim he was 
pimped was, indeed, singular •, but it was 
such as may occur again. 1 allude to a 
transaction which took place ti^this h guse, 
at a time sivhen mahy wlio are ijowTiBe ^ 
were not present $ an occasion, when, upon 
a division taking* place, on (he proposition 
of an hon! fr*end of mine (Mr. Whitbread), 
the numbers of the members o«\utb sides 
of the <)uestioii were equat Such was tbs 
predicament in which that right*hon. gent, 
was placed, when occupying that chair, to 
which we are now prqposing^ to recalhim; 
Btpredicament, in which he a remark^ 
ble opportunity of exerffising that firnmeas 
of mind which is so becomiug in all situa¬ 
tions of Me, but particularly in ihat to 
which be had been called by the unanitnons 
cuncurrenc^of this house. He gave) a.s il 
were, a form and body to the wishes of fbo* 
people, by Sonverting the propositions wbi<^* 
were then submitted to ixs into resoluttod* * 
of this house; I mean those restftoiiufA ’ 
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S^Hihr, 


im 


in the private duUei of die chair^ be had 
more frMuent opportonitMi iim othm to 
observe the punctuality of attendance/and 
the zealous endeavours to fwward the busi¬ 
ness that came before , him^ by which the 
right hon, gent, now proposed esublished 
the strongest sclaim fb the approbation 


Receded the impeachment of lord 
h&lvUle. what induces md^tnbre par- 
ticulip’ly toallude to this foot is,' the circum- 
i^ance of .my coneictioni that this must be 
an inquiring parliaUieat, otherwise we shall 
find that the people wilt tie infinitely disap¬ 
pointed in the expecUtions they have formed -- 

of those they have sent to it as their repre- confidence of the bouse. It was unnecessa- 
aentatives. Upon such grounds, tlierefore, ry to add any thing to what had already been 
1 think, that the high trust and responsabili- said} but heic^d not abstain from advert- 
ty of a Speaker of this house cannot be dc- expression which had fallen from 

i^ed into the hands of any naan with Wnenghl hon. mover. The right bon. gent, 
greater propriety, or with greater safety, expressed a wish, W all other discuraiona 
than into the haifds of ont^. who has already might be equally free from party motives aa 
executed that situation with firmness and-in- this. He could only say in answer, that if 
dependence. What he has already done, every proposition that should be introduced 
upon a former occasion, we surelv have should be equally unexceptionable iii its na- 
every reason to expect he would not hesitate tufe, no party interest should U-averse it, at 
to do upon a future occasion. The firmness, least so far as he was coiicernsd. (An uiiiwr- 
ibc impartiality, the spirited and dignified salcryofchair,chauMMr.Abbot,ldr.Abbot!! 
independence, which he has already shewn, Mr. then rose. He said, the pro- 

should certainly induce us to believe that he I position which his right hon. friend had 
would act so ^ain, should another similar rsubmtUed to the bouse as its first act, so far 
opportunity ofier. This, therefore, is my j as it concerned the magnitude of the duties 
governing principle for voting for the right I ann«fxed to the chair, received his fullest con- 
hon. gent. If his conduct upon that day curience. The history and practice of par- 
1^ been otherwise, I most unquestionably iiament, at all periods, confirmed that opi- 
Would have voted against him. I do not de- niun. But if it had been thus matter of 
ny, but, on the contrary, 1 admit, that he grave and solemn deliberatioD, at all periods, 
possesses all the qualifications which have into whose hands the high, important, diifi- 
heeo enumerated } but 1 mean fairly and ctflt, and delicate duties of the chair should 
frankly to own, that this last one, which 1 be, entrusted, a just sense of the diificultlcs 
have stated# *is with me the chief indnee- I of the limes in which wt liv.fv^tficulties 
ment, the governing principle w/iicb acta which might be expected to increase instead 
ales my vote in his favour, l.e^t it should of diminish, must make it matter of parti- 
be said that I am introducing party princi- culaily serious consideration now. Ihe par- 
pies, and* party prejudices, 1 shall abstain I tiality of his Iriends had ascribed to him 
from nuking any further observations ; but, a capacity for disclu&rging those duties 
while 1 give my mo^t cardial assent to I'he j whicli, gratefully as Ite acknowledged it as a 
motion Lto* before you, 1 cannot conclude mark ol their kindness, filled him with tear 
observing, that if everjbere was a when it led him to a comparison of the ar- 
))afhan)^t likely to create great warmth ol duous nature of tha taikT^itb his humble 
difGOSiion upon great poliijpul and parry to- ability to execute it. He had further only 
p:cs, it is the present .parliement, which to add, that if/lie house, in tlie exercise of 
» now, fo^jlie first tlay, assembled. its first jirivilcge, should think fit to coil 

Mr. in/iiam^S»tith gave his hearty con- ^gain into its service lbe*qualificationsit had 
currence to the motion, and had great satis- experienced in him, they should be exerted 
faction in seeing recalled to ibe cluir a gen-1 with the utmost zed and ability of which he 
tleman who had acquitted himself in such a I w'as master. With this be submitted to tbc 
.pinner irf the* public knd private duties of the pleasure of the bousov (An udiversal cry^of 
^niBce, as'to )>rovd himself possessed of the chair ! chair!)—Mr. Abbot was then con- 
«he«t disposition as well as the most perfect ducted to the chair by the mover and s^nd- 
ilbMit}^ t<> fiU it ia the most bqficficial man- fir ot the motion, and girheo seated therein 
*«!r. The. discharge ot the public duties of for a short intei^ he again rose and ad- 
llh|i in tlie Ionise was a .mutter that dressed the house thus:—biuce the house 
the observation ^of every mefci-J has been pleaded to place me again in this 
jiber^ H%dK>uld, ilicrcforc, sa^' nothing on | chair, 1 desirp from this place to return you 
Kftwf liea4# though he believed there was the try humblest tbanks, and most gratefol aqr 
MUMtumple room for commeudutiou but, knowledgmenu, tor tins additional proof of 
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.your confidence and eiteem. 1 have only period ; aad the respect which it was proper*- 
now again to assure you# that while 1 have ly entitled to oommandx was not in any 
the honour of occupying it, I will constantly the slightest degree din^inisheJ. Al) that 
labour to deserve a continuance of your could be wished now, was the ctfiitinuance 
regard, by maintaining the dignity and au- of the conduct already experienced. The 
thority of this house unim(9!aired, and by trial to which the Speaker was called was 
endeavouring to do so with fidelity and strict less unequal All that was necessary to 
impartiality. • his honourable acquittal, was to persevere 

The Chancellor of the En^equer availed in doing as he bad done. Nothing could 
himself of the usage of the house, be so gratifying, as to be called unanimoqsly 

to the Speaker, not jiis^ongratulation^ to a station so arduous and so exalted, aher 
but the uiianimnus contratulations of the so full a trial. Ibc* silent assent of the 
house of commons, and the unanimous 1 bouse would have been pei;|iapfi sufficient to 
congiatuUtions of the public The feelings ' niaik its accordhig approbation. But, from 
of the tnendship withNwhich the Speaker I the expiess and declared concurrence of 
had long honourAl him, were alone suffi-1 persons, who weie not in other instances 
cient to make him rejoice to see him again ) likely to agree, the most unequivocal sanction 
restored to a^ituation, which from every | of universal approbation was given. Thus, 
consideration, public anR pnvate, must be 1 howxver, in the frequent changes of admi- 
as desirable to him as it was honourable, nistration that had latSly^takcn place, the 
But it was not so much from private conside- minds of men might differ* as to t|)ose 
rations, as trom a sense of the importance* who might be best qualified to bold the 
of the duties of ilie office, and of the pecu-1 reins of goveuiment in the country, there 
liar qualifications to dis^arge them,* that, was no doubt'any where that chair of 
be exulted m the piesent appointment to that house could by po other person be so 
the chair, to which the Sj^eaker's former I well filled as by its present holder. Con- 
conduct in It gave a^'ditional lustre. The i scious that he must fall infinitely short of 
proper object of congratulation, was, not | giving an adequate (Inscription either of his 
the Speaker, but the house, whose good own feelings, or of those which the house 
fortune in providing so amply for flle entertained upon the present occasion, 
respectability, aqd utility pf its presideqpy, he should conclude with moving, that this 
could noPtWrtoo nighly estimated On the house do now adjourn —^The question being 
first occasion on which the Speaker had been put fiom the chair, the house adjourned 
called to tife chair, he had made the same accordingly, 
modest comparison between the duties of asiiu,. * 

the office and his sense of his own abilities house of lords. 

to discharge them. Tocompare Ins feelings Tuesday^ June 2^. 

on that occasion, and on the present, was a At three o'clock, the loids commissioner! 
thing that could scarcely be abstained from, took their seats, and immedia^ly sent the 
Tbe statement tbfip onered of the arduous usher of the blackrod to desire the atten dance 
duties of the office,^mtd of the incapacity, of the hous0 of commons, with ibqjr SpeSK^ 
as the Speaker had been pleased to call it, er elect, in the house of peers, to present 
of the individual to perform them, was him for his njajAty's approbation.—In a few 
then subject to the test of a severe criticism minutes, the comftions, with Mr. Abbot at 
There was fiesh *in the memory of tli« their head, attended at the bar.^Mr. Abbot 
house the conduct of a predecessor in the ' then addressed the lords flomrnissioners to 
chair, who in a time deeply marked with the following efiect;—'* I have to acquaint 
the yic^encq of party (X)nflicts, bad so con- your lordships, that in obedience to bis 
ducted himself as to acciuirethe unanimous majesty's commands, .and in. virtue of their 
appiobation«of men, who scarcely agreed ancient rights, his fait|}ful commons ha\p 
in any thing else. Lord Sidmouth, the .proceeded to the election of a Speaker, and 
person to whom he alluded, w^s supposed that their choice has once more fallen upon 
to have possessed every qiulity which the me. Dee^y penetrated with the most 
idea of a perfet Speaker m the house of heartfelt gratitude for this new mark of ibetr 
commons comprehended. I? was enough cdhfidence Snd good opinion, and in bumble 
to say, that on the comparison with him, compliance ^Ith their wish, 1 now present 
the i^esent Speaker was not found in any myself at your bar, and ^ve humbly to' 
sense wontipg. The dignity, authority, pray, that his majesty will graciously allow * 
,and utility or the character of the chair them tcFre-consider their e^oice# and fo elabt 
as fully supported as at any former a wo/tbi^ persofi. 
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The Lord CAanceZ/or.—Mr. Abbot, the 
lords appointed by bis majest^s cbmmisiiioD, 
Ikave It in cocnmand from bit majesty, to 
tinii^y, that h»«majeity, fully persuaded 
or the wisdom and prudence of bit faithful 
commons, is perfectly satisfied with the 
choice they have ma^, and convinced of 
your ample and tried sufficiency to execute 
all the duties of that office. We, therefore, 
by the authority of his majesty's commission. 


ty's approbation .-p-The cammoas according* 
ly, with the Speaker at tbeir head, imm^ 
diately attend^. Oo bis return. 

The ^foAer addressed the house aa follows; 
—Ibave to acquaint the bouse, that I have 
been in the house of lq|rds, where bis majesty, 
by his royal fhmmitsion, has been graciously 
pleased to approve and confirm the choice of 
this house, in ^he election they have made 
of me, to be^their Speaker; and that 1 there < 


do allow and confirm the choice they have ycMazlaim, by humble petition to his majei* 

M.. VV.r (in.^ all fxiia anJ ■«>« 


made of you as Hieir Speaker. 

Mr. ^btot.^My lords, I feel deeply 
penetrated with*graiitude/or this fresh mark 
of his majesty's grace and favour, which 1 
receive with all due humility and resignsftion. 
It now becomes my duty, in the name and 
in behalf of the commons to lav claim to all 
tbeir ancient and nndoubted rights and pri¬ 
vileges, to which, by the usage of the con- 
atitution of ^arKaroent, they are entitled; 
more especially that th^r persons, seriants, 


•odestates> be free from arrest and moles-1 And now, gentlemen, placed in ihU chair. 


lation; that they may enjoy liberty of speech 
in their*debates; and have free access to 
bis majesty's royal i^rson, whenever occa- 
atoo may require ; and that all their proceed- 
rogi may receive from his majesty the most 
favourable construciioh; and th.^t, where any 
involuntary errors may seem to have been 
iucurred, the blame, 1 hope, will be wholly 
imputed to myself. 

The Lord CAan^e/Zor.—Mr.^ Speaker, We 
have it in copimand from his majesty to say, 
that bis majesty allows and confirms to his 
fiiitfaful commons, all those immunities and 
privileges they claim, and that in as full and 
ample a manner as they have hitherto been 
granted and allowed by bis majesty, or* by 
any of bia royal predecessors. Aj to any 
^pfseheniion you may entertair^of incurring 
^ny ermrs, w'e are command^ to inform 
you, that his majesty tees po ground for any 
such apprehensions; anij that*consequently, 
we may mpreover acquaint you, that any 
thing coming from Tou or his majesty's faith¬ 
ful commons, wilf receive from his majesty 
the most favourable interpretation.—The 
Commons then withdrew, and the comrois- 
aioner^ retired to unibbe. After which 
tlerk proceeded tosswear in the Peers. 


ty, for all our %cWmt and undoubted rights, 
in regard to the privileges of this house; an4 
more especially, safety from arrest and all 
molestation for the members of this bouse, 
and their sersants^; freedom of speech la 
debate; and that all oifr proceedinp may 
receive the most favourame construction* 
His majesty has )^n pleased to concur in 
granting to this house the whole of these pri¬ 
vileges, as fully, and in as ample a manner, at 
ever wasdone by any of his roj al predecessors. 


by the favour of the bouse, for the fourth 
time, I have to repeat my humble and heart¬ 
felt acknowledgements to you for the highest 
bpnour that any ot Us members can po&sibly 
receive. In my endeavonrs to execute this 
frost, 1 must entreat the continual assistance 
<jnhe house in support of its own honour 
and authority, and tor maintaining order in 
its proceedingsassuring^you, at the same 
time, that it is my deterroinShfflT to act, in 
all matters ot bunncss, with the strictest im¬ 
partiality, and the utmost regulaniy and dis¬ 
patch. i have only now to remind the 
house, that the first thing to be dune, upon 
the present occasten, is, for the members to 
take the necessary and usual oaths of supre¬ 
macy, abjuration, and qualification, as by 
law required.—llie accordingly 

so occupied during Aie remainder of the sitt¬ 
ing. 


nOVSB OP LOBDS. 

*iyednesday, June7A,andThursd€tyt Jmne2B, 
On these days the lord chancellor took bis 
seat on the woolsack ef three, and the clerk 
continued to swear in the peerslill four, « 


BOUSB. OP COMMOVIs 

Tuetday, June 23. 

Ibp House faaviqg assembledlabout tbjee 
O'doi^i the yeoman usher ^ the black rod 
appqar^ at the table to desirevtheir atten- 
in thm^nouse of p^n, with their 
^rakar deef, to present him for bis nujes- 

a . • 


HOUSE OF CONMOHS. < 

JVednesday, June 24, ant^nursday, June 73. 
* On these days the Speaker came to the 
house at one./ Several members present 
took the and made and subimbed 

the declaration, and took and subscribed the 
oath of Abjuration, according to the laws 
made for those purposes; and such tUb 
said members as are by lav required to de- 
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peace in Europe.-^It would have afforded ' 
hta iDi^eitf m ip-ealeet p!eaiui« to Inve 
been cnamed to inform foii« that thp^me- 
diaiion undertaken tfp hi» |ll^esty^ for the 
purpoae of preaerring peace between hi% 
majesty's ally, the emperor of Rusbia, and 
the Sublime Porte, IhkI proved effeotoal (or 
that important ot^ect; his majesty deepff 
regrets the failure of that mediation, ao« 
companied as it was by the disappointment 
of the efforts of his majesty's squadron, in 
>the sea of Marrocra, pnd followed, as it 
has since been, by foe Josses which bavh 
been sustamed bg bis gahimt troops 'in 
Egypt.—His majesty could not but lament 
the extension ot hostilities lu any euartcr^ 
whidi should create a diversion in the war, 
BO favourable to the slews of France; but 
lamenting it, especially in the instance of a 
power with which his majesty has been so 
closely connected, and wMch •has been Sb 
recently indfoted for its protection against 
*the incroechmems of France, to* the signal 
and successful interposiifon of bib majesty's 
arms.—His majesty has directed fls to ac¬ 
quaint you, that he baa thought it right lo 
adopt such measuies as might best enable 
him, in concert with foe emperor of Russia, 
to take advantage of ikiy favourable oppor* 
tunity of bringing the ho*<tiiities in which 
they are engaged against the Sublime Portt, 
to a concjubiun, consistent with his majes¬ 
ty's honour, and the interests of Jus Ally.” 

** Gentfgmin of the House oj ^ornmone. 
His majesty has ordered tlte estimates 
of the current year to be laid before fan, 
and he relies on the tried loyalty and aeal of 
hit foithful commons to make such pruvi- 
siotA for the public service, as well as for. 
the foithet application of the stfms which i 
were granted in the last parliament, as 
appear to be necessary.—And Ins rfl^jesty, 
bearing constanily^in ntind the necessity of 
a careni} and econopical administration of 
the pecuniary resources of the cojooiry, haa 
■directed us to express his luipes, that you 
will proceed, without deAy,*io ike pursuit 
of those inquiries, connected with the pub* 
lie economy, which engaged the fitt^tioa 
of the last parliament. • • • . 

* Afy Lords and Gerdlemeut 
. ** His majesty commands ua toatatoto 
you, that hg is deeply in^pressed with the 
peculiar importance, at the present moment, 
of cherishing^ spirit of uctkoo and hannony 
piSng his peonle : such* a spirit will most 
^'ectually pr^motu the prosperity of (ho 
country at home, will give vigour and 
cacy to its councils, and tU arm* 
aP • • 


liver in to the clerk of this house, an 
couqt of their Quahdeation, and to take 
ifod subscribe the oath of dualification, de¬ 
livered in such account, and took and aub- 
ficribed the said oath accordingly- 

BOUSE OP Loat>^, 

Friday, June 26 

P'he Lords CommissioArs' Speech.] 

, —This day at three o'clock, tiis grace the 
archbishop of Canterbury, the lord chon 
cejlor, the earl of Aylesford^and earl Dart 
mouth, being robed, took their seats on the 
heneb in front of the thione, and Mr. 
Quarme, yeoman usher of the black rod, 
was then dispatched to foder the attendance 
of the commons, \fho forthwith, with the 
Speaker at their head, appeared at the bar. 
Tne loyal comlnission, ^thorising certain 
peers therein named, or any three or more 
of them, to open the parliament, was then 
read. After which, the Lord Chancellor 
delivered the following speech to both 
houses: 

** My Lords and Qentlemen, 

** We have it in command from his ma¬ 
jesty to state to you, that having deemed it 
expedient to recur to the sense of his peo¬ 
ple, his majesty, in conformity to his de¬ 
clared intention, has lost no time in causinj^- 
the present parliament to be assembled.— 
His majesty has ^eat satittfaction in ac¬ 
quainting fPiWfoit, since the events which 
led to the dissulutipn of the la^t parliament, 
his majesty Has received, in numerous ad¬ 
dresses from his subjects, the w'armcst as¬ 
surances of their aHcctionate attachment to 
his person and government, and of their 
firm resolution to support him, in maintain¬ 
ing the just rights of his crown, and the 
true principles o^jjjeconstitution ; and he 
commands us to expftfc his entire confi¬ 
dence tiiat he shall experience in all yoar 
deliberations a determination»to afford him 
an equally loyal, xealous, and affectionate 
support, under all the arduous circumstan¬ 
ces of the present time.—^We are command¬ 
ed by his majesty t» inform yon, foal his 
majesty's endeavours have been most an¬ 
xiously employed for the purwsc of draw¬ 
ing cjjoser tb& ties by which his majesty is 
connected with the powers of the continent; 
of assisting the efferaof those powers against 
the, ambition and oppressionlof France; of 
forming such engagements Is^ tnay ensure 
their continued co-operation; and of esta- 
bhshfng that mutual coufidence,aud concert, 
8» essential, under any course of events, to 
the restoration of a solid and peemanent 
Vot. IX. •• 
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Umit can alone mable h\% majeatyt undir tbe taken plaoe in the Sea of Marmoni, and ia 
l>i^Mi»got probideuce, tocmray on 6 ucce» Egypt, be did not wish toca«t censure any 
lully the great cauteBt in which he is en wTieie until thoBe docutneots were befoie 
giged, oi tiiiaily to conduct it 10 that tei- thehcm«ie, which could ennbie it to decide 
miuatioii which hib ma)e*bly'a moderation and with ptoprietv He trusted, howe\er, tliot 
jiutice ha\e ever led him to setk, a peace*— in the mean Omc no Attempt would be made 
iti which * he honnir aud mcerestb ot his to thtowthe*blame u|X)n theofiicers employ* 
ki 1 MU c-m be secure and m which £u- ed on those hesvlcci. Tbe events were most 
r anl the world may hope for mJepen* unlortuuatei but be trusted they would only 
dence and repi)^ ’ additional incentive to our gallant 

Ina tonnioii-. then withdrew, and theAsoldiers andsaint^n, to elTace their memo- 
lords adjourned tor a shuit time to unrobe ry by splend.J victoiiesand brilliantachie\e- 
Hivng a^ain^ a&'>en)t>ltjd, htb hi ijesty's roeiits He trusted, also, that the measure 
SiK'cch was lead by the lord chancel- since adopted would base the desiied cHect, 
]or« and atteruanU b\ the clerk at tbe table of inducing tbe p^rte to adopt those mca* 
1 he Earl of Mamfielu ntke to move the siires which weie convstent with her real 
adtiress At a crisis like the present, he inteiests Ihere wis another topic in hia 
wislied It had tallen to the lot of some noble majest) \ speech to u Inch ke w ished to ad- 
lord more able and i^Kiienenced than himself, vcit, ^though it^vas rather addressed to tbe 
to rnosean addiesi to his majestj, hetelt house ol commons than to their lordships, 
himselt incompetent (p, the ta^k and hoped inasmuch as it formed an additional argu- 
to meet with the ludulgeme of tlie hou^e ment for theadJiess which he should move, 
He did not come foi ward ijiiou this ocoMon he alliidt.d to the u ish cvpiessed by bis ma- 
with afVypirty sie^s, and whilst b< disdain- je*ty, that thej should pioceed in those en- 
ed to bi the sersilo tool of ariv administia- quiries lespecting the exonumy of tbe pub- 
tioo, so, on the other hand, he uds equally lie money, sshKhibc) bul cumtncuced m 
jnimical to a systematic opposition to tlie the last parhniueut This w is an additional 
ineasuret of gosersment, whether those incitement lor their lurdships to express to 
measures were injarums or canduene to the his majesty their h^alt} and attachment, 
public gtMid Some {larts, howeser, of his^ %hiist it proved that tlieie was not tbe slight- 
snijesty sspceih hid strmk his mind very est wisblhtt those mquinesshould be dinp- 
forcibly, |ipd upon those lie would briefly ped, winch ha*d been by the dis- 

debver his ophnon Tlie gncumslimes solution of laihament iiwishi'tmostar* 
which occurred lesp'cting the proposeiUoD- dent wish that upon such an occasion, en- 
ce*sions to th^ Cathoiu's, and the diffeicnces gaged as ue were m uai, carrjing on aeon- 
which iOii ihit ocrasiun tiMik place between lest in which all the energies of the country 
his majesty aud hisliie ministers, rendered were requnedtobe exerted, and when, as 
it inQ|)(mibletbaitbo«ieminti»lersbouldii 2 uiaiD 111 the present case, the speech from tbe 
in and renderej an appeal to thepeo- throne was temperate and conciliatory, that 

wfie absolute}} iiece^s,iry. He rejoiced at the ■ there should bean unanimous vote. It that, 
effiioSi of that appeal, he rejinced that ad-! however, lu th«i»^ 9 ut stale of parties, 
dresses had pUitred in fioin every quaner of and under the present diderences of opinion, 
tbe country, esincing the giost zealous aud was not to exj>ected, he trusted that they 
steady hnahy and attachment to his majes- | would be at least unanimous in expressing 
ty*s goverumeiU, ai.d to the constitution , their cordial, zealouS} and loyal attachment 
the country; and whilst lie rOc^eUed that. to hw majesty, whose mild and benignant 
any of those addresses should convey a cen -1 govcniinept, and w^ose unerring discretion 
sure upon msny enment characters, he 111 the exercise of his royal prerogatives call- 
•houkkbavt still more regretted if no such | ed loudly for thit tribute vo his nuolerous 
address s had been presenM It was great-. \ irtues. His lordship concluded by mo\ mg 
ly to be kimenied that a subject should have I an address to his majesty, ifhtch, ak usual, 
been agitated, which of all others was tl^e | was nearly an echo m his majesty's speech 
most hktdy to inflame and^irritate men's —The prop> 8 ed adless having been read 
fq^lKlsf he hoped that that ^irritation would by thelord rhancellor, 

DOST be allayed &id that un'on and concert Lord Biellif rose to second it. His lofd- 
wnuM invigorate the haiTds^of government, ship declared, that he came forward unin* 
'|iodstt<eflgtli0n the country. In alluding to fluenced ^y any party oonsiderst^Qs, ^and 
o^topic mentioned lu his roajestj*s speech, solelyfrom motivesof la^altyandattachment 
siamely, the « unfortunate events which had to hts majesty. He coudemned thecouduct 


/ « 
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‘ confidence of the coantry ? Hiey had a1re«« 


of the late mtnisten towards hia majestjr, 
and deprecated an attempt to embitter tlsfi 
latter days of their aovereim by exciting 
agitation, and the mo«t irritable feelings 
tnroughont the country. He declined en¬ 
tering into any consideration of the unfor- 
tonate events in the Sea of Marmora and 
Egypt, the necessary docutnenfs not being 
bcmre the house; he could not help, how- 

9 BA 


dybeeti tried in the pnWic b^lawe and had 
b^n proved wanting They hid only le. 
ceivejl the accession of a^ntlemai^ Cer¬ 
tainly highly respectable, who had quitted 
bis own professMn* to embark in politics, 
and who bad since chiefiy distiugnbiied< 
himself by fulminating ail tthemas, iiot.only 
against Catholics, but against all descriptions 


.ever, deeply regretting that sftch circum- of meeting-houses, nay, evcnaganist Snia* 


stances should have occurred. He higyi^gc 
approved of that partof hijjrfsei^esty'sBpeSSTTv 
which desired that the inquiries into the pub¬ 
lic expenditure should be fesumed.and agreed 
with ihe noble earl, that it was an addition¬ 
al inritement for expr^^ng their attach¬ 
ment to his majestyr which he ho|>ed would 
be cxpiessed unammoiisly. 

Euf Fttrteseti^ ro>e for the pnrptw of 
moving an amendment, he considered 

the manner in which the last parliament 
was dissolved, and the speech which had 
been now put into the mouflr of his majesty, 
his lordship said he could not avoid express- 
ing his greatest stirprixe at the contluct*of 
Ilia majesty’s ministers. The last parlia- 
liament, beyond any oflier, had teemed 
with measures of the greate-^t importance to' 
the country, many of which were interrupt* 
ed by its sudden and abrupt dUsolulion—a 


gogues; in short, againM ever)* perssin who 
ould not sign the, test of the intaliibilily of 
the present administratioih. After the par¬ 
liament was dissolved tlie most Jacnbini al 
means were resortefito, to inllnne and irri¬ 
tate the country, aciy of no poiiery” wae 
set up, commencing with an address to |tio 
electors of Northampton, buroting into o)>eii 
riot at Bristol and Liverpool, and exiendin^ 
over the whole country the most iintating 
and infiammatory influence. It was, in¬ 
deed, fortunate that.the horrors which wem 
witnessed in the metiopolis in ibe year 1780* 
had not been revived; bur no exertitins 
seemed to have been spared Co prodiace ibaC 
irritation, which only f^t short of the same 
horrible n*sii]rs. The noble earl who iiad 
moved, and tbe noble lord who had second¬ 
ed the address, had sp<^en much of theiir 
attachment to his mnjesty. He did not 


dissolution which had also been prodiictiv^mean to dispute their attachment; but he 


of the greitest inconvenience and distress to 
numerous MwMffis. from flie interruption 
given to a gieat number of private bills. It 
had been urgAl by the supporters of the pre¬ 
sent ministers, that this inconvenience 
might be easily remedied by taking np those 
bills 3l the stages where tliey were left; but 
this operated to establi-»h a principle preg¬ 
nant witli the utmost dangci to the conntrv, 
and he did not b e^gv e that the noble and 
learned lord upon mV*^*ools:ick would de¬ 
fend the principle of resorting upon such 
an occasion, to a suspension of their 
standing orders. He could "not forget the 
solem 1 mockery With which the Scots 
Judges were ordered to attend at tlie bar of 
the house, wtieu it inust be weM known to 
his ^majesty’s ministers that the bar would 
be, as it was, "closed against tl^m by the 
king's commissioners coming to the houac 
to prorogue tne parliament. Viewing at) 
the circumstances which the hvt par¬ 

liament Wis dissoh^d, he cottil only cimsi- 
der that dissolution as a stron^nd arbitrary 
measure—a measure to which ^hosc nvnin- 
ters alone were entitled to resort who pos¬ 
sessed ihe confidence of the country. What 
pretensions had the present ministers to tite 


• • 


trusted they would not claim a monopoly of 
loyalty and attachment to liis m^vsty. He 
revered bis Mvereign as much as these noble 
lords could ao ; nur w .uld be he uuidone m 
that afiectioD and attachment which were 
due to his majesty's public and private vir¬ 
tues. He could nut, however, su^*r himself 
to beablinded by that attaclmvmt into a ne¬ 
glect or compriMnise of the princi{^es of the 
constitution; and when he haw these prjftj^, 
ciples violatcd*by the conduct of iheJtingT^ 
ministers, he would endeavour to do his 
duty as a lord of parliament, by delivering 
those sentiments which, in his judguieiit, 
jhe occasion called for. Ic had ^een said 
that numerous addresses bad tnanifested the 
sense of the people, but was it to be con* 
tended, that because addresses had been pro¬ 
cured from chapters and corpcyratioiis, that 
theieforc they spoke the ^nse of thepeo* « 
pic. Considering the subject in these points 
jpr views and upon the grounds which he 
had stated, Hk felt it his dftty to move an 
amendment, which, if carried, it would 
chew be for thf consideration of the bou^ as 
tb the manner in^vhtch it shotjld be itycof* 
porated. The following amendment was ^ 
moved by his lordshipThat by iaatg 
2fU ^ ' 
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eifMrlMce of his mi|e 8 t 7 *s riitiHliy we leell \eA to that dissolutioot the qoeitioii having 
luiow it to be bia majesty's invariable wtsb, been so often argued. It was clear, bowevec. 
tbathll bis pferogatives should be exercised to his mind, that the late mitiislers placed 
•olely for the advantage of bis people, themselves in that situation which rendered 
That otir dotiftd attachmrtit to his mqesty's their continuance in office impossible, witb- 
person and government, obliges us therefore out an anomaly in the constitunon before 
most humbly to Uy before bim the manifest unheard off namely, that of ministers re* 
misconduct of his ministers, in having ad- maining in ofig:e with opinions directly hos* 
vised the dissolution of the late parliament, tile to those i)f their sovereign. To dissolve 
la the midst of its ftrst session, and within to^iarliament was his majesty's undoubted* 
gfew months after bis majesty had beenf^r?ogative. fec^e exetci^ of which hit 
plHsed to assemble \t for the dispatch of tlie confidential advism were responsible. This 
dtgent business of the nation.<MTbat this principle was the same for whatever period 
measare, advised by bis fiiajesty's ministers, the parliament had sat, and no preference 
at ii time wlien there existed no difterence could be given in^e argument with re>«pect 
between any of the branches of the l^isla- to a parliament which had sat five sessions 
tare, nor any sufficient cause for an appeal over one which had hat only two seshions, or 
to bis majesty's people, waa justified by no to a parliament which had eat four sessions, 
public necessity or advantage. That by the over one which had sat only one session. 
iiSterruptio]} of .all private business then de* He meant only to apply this to thedissolu- 
pending in parliament,, it has been produc- tiou of parliament resorted to by the late 
live of gfceat and neemess inconvenience and ministers. For the dissolution resorted to 
Mpeiise, thereby wantonly adding to the by the present ministers, tliere were urgent 
heavy burdens which the necessities of the reasons of necessity. The friecds of the 
tim&s require. That it has retarded many late administration were sufficiently nume* 
useful laws for the internal improvement ert rous in the other house to emharruss the 
the kingdom, and for the encouragement operations of government, although not 
dnd extension of iU agriculture, manufac- strong enough to bring themselves again in- 
tures, and commerce. And that it has to power. It, therefore, became necessary 
bitbOr suspended or wholly defeated, many^ Wo appeal to the people, and this was render* 
most important public measures, and pro- ed the more necessary by the irritation and 
tracted mqpfa of the most weighty business Sifterence of Opinion been ex* 

of parliafficnt, ft> a season of me year when cited by the uncalled-for agitation oi a qtics* 
its prosecution must be attenora with the tion, calculated in au emincn^degice to pro- 
greatest public and private inconvenience, duce all those eilects. Where, however. 
And tlvit we feel ourselves bound still fur- w'as the neces*iity for the dissolution resorted 
tber to submit to his majesty, that all these to by tlie late ministers in October last ? the 
mischiefs are greatly aggravated by the country was at that time quiet, there was no 

J roandl«ss and injurious pretences on which material difference of opinion upon any 
is majesty's ministers have publicly rested public topic, nothing in fact that could create 
tlieir*evil advices; pretence affording no the least iiecessitj^a>f**Missolution It bad 
justification for the measure, but calcidated been urged, that the rupture of the negocia- 
only to excite the mosf dapgerous animosi- tion with France was a sufficient ground for 
ties among his majest/s faithful subjects, at the mcasurl. If this were so, then the 
a period Vhen tlieir united effects were mor^ rupture of every nf^ociation in which the 
than ev^r necessary for the secuitry- of the country had been engaged, would have been 
empire, and when to promote the utmost a sufficient ground for a similar measure; 
harmony and co-operation amongst them this, however, had never before been pre- 
would,hav<a been the first object of faithful tended. Tbe arguments, therefore, (9f bis 
and provident ministers.’'—The amend- noble friend, went much more against the 
ment being read, dissolution resorted to by tits late odminis- 

Lprd Borin^don said, he was sorry to find tration, than that tosvhich the present mi- 
iumself compelled to diffisr IK>m tbe nobfe nisters had lyid recoiSVse. It had be6a said, 
iord'wbo bad just sat down, and for whom, that the cry/)f no popery" had been rais- 
* alTa firiend, he Had the higfaSst esteems His ed by the present ministers, in order to raise 
* noble friend had directed C ^nsiderable por- a prejudice in their favour. He admitted 
tiom of his vguiaent against the late disso- that such a* cry had existed in seve^ places 
‘>in|ian^ parliament. He did not wish to amongst the pec^le; but, he denied that it 
go at lengt^into tbe circumitances which liad been raised by hU'nfi^sty's mioisten. 
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It were absurd to suppose (bat such a ridicu¬ 
lous cry could have been set up by his ma¬ 
jesty's ministers^ and the state of the elec¬ 
tions abundantly proved that it had not been* 
If ministers had wished to raise such a cry, 
sorely it would hav^ been egsy to find per¬ 
sons who would have been instrumental to 
such a purpose in Yorkshire in Middlesex, 
and in other places. His n^ble friend had 
passed over in silence, the events which had 
taken place before Cung^ptinople 
Egypt. He did not wHntodiscuss now the 
unfortunate resultsof those expeditions ; but 
be could not help calling to the recollection 
of their lordships, tl>OiJriumpliant tone in 
which a noble lord (KioBaird) of considera¬ 
ble talents, whom be regretted was not now 
a member of^hat house, spoke when a ru¬ 
mour reached this couatry, that the Tur¬ 
kish government had acceded to the terms 
proposed. Ihat noble lord spoke of the 
Turkish empire being at the feet of Britain^ 
and asked to whose wisdom and to whose 
polic}' we were indebted for so gloriqps an 
event ? He would now ask to whose wis¬ 
dom and to whose policy we were indebted 
for the unfortunate consequences of those 
expeditions ? He could not conceive any 
occasion on which unanimity was more de¬ 
sirable than the present, and in that hwasc 
more peculiarly, where it had not been the 
practice Unuav^mendments to addressed,for 
he found tflaUu the course of 25 years there 
were only ^ree instances, namely, in 1801, 
in 1794 , and 179^1 where amendments were 
moved. He thought that a period like the 
present was one, when they should least ofall 
deviate from the practice of the house, more 
peculiarly when tlie united energies of the 
country were required to combat an enemy, 
who had owed liWlyj ^y esses more to the di¬ 
visions amongst h^lopponents than to the 
skill or valour of troops. 

Lord Holland said, be tell some difficul¬ 
ty upon the preseiU occasion, not in answer¬ 
ing the arguments of noble lords on tHb 
other side, but, after what he had beard, in 
doing it with that decorum which he owed 
lb their lordships. If the afgumeuts of the 
noble lord who had just sat down, were to 
be%doptedtas the rule of conduct in that 
house, then all ir^om of debate was at an 
end, and their lorflships wiuld have nothin*g 
to do but to re-echo every l^geech which the 
ministers for the time being ohose to put in¬ 
to the mouth of his majesty. Such doc-* 
trin^ were the most daugentus and micon- 
*stituck)ital he had ever heard. Ha objected 
also most stEongly, to the introduction of 


the k\ag\ naraef and the king's oplnkma^ 
into a debate hn that house, ds they had been 
upon this occasion. A poble lord (Rrlkt) 
had talked of embittering the latter ^ys of 
his majesty. GneiuusOod! my lords, is it 
to be endured, tliat debates in this house are 
to be thus attempted to be influenced ^ if 
these opinions are to prevail, there is an end 
of the liberties of the people. What majr 
be the consequences ? My noble friend 
(lord Grenville) may, on this principle, say, 
with respect to the expedition to Constan¬ 
tinople and to Egypt, that was the king's 
will; that it ^s the king's opinion that 
I suc*h ah expedition should be sent. If 
such a principle is to be allowed, it is im¬ 
possible to say where it can stop, until it has ^ 
destroyed the privileges of this house and 
of parliament/and sapped and undermined 
the constitution itself. The noble lord htu 
spoken of its being the pr&ctice of this 
house not to mov& Srpendments to addresses. 
During the few years 1 have been in parlia¬ 
ment, it has been my misfortune^as proba¬ 
bly the noble lord wogld call it) to 1^ the 
greater part of that time in opposition j md, 
if niy niemory docs not greatly deceive me, 
there are several mor^ instances of amend- 
mehts being moved to addresses than those 
quoted by the noble lord. But in what 
way, tny lords, can this argument of the 
noble lord operate against the constitutional' 
privilege of Uiis house, %o ofl9p>those senti¬ 
ments to Ihe throne which we conceive to 
be called foi by our duty to our country } 
The noble lord, in speaking of dissolution! 
of parliament, has only stated 'tlint which 
w|subvious, namely, that it is the king*! 
undoubted prerogative to dissolve the parlia¬ 
ment, and that his ministers are responsible 
for the exorcise of that prerogative. •l-lSf' 
noble lord then went on to argue as to tiiero 
being no preference between dissolving par¬ 
liaments at (TiiTerent periods of their exist¬ 
ence ; but will it be contended ibr a moment 
tliat there is no diflereqce.betw'cen dissol¬ 
ving a pariiameut that has sat five years, and, 
one which has sat only so many months ? 

If the principle is good for nqy thing, it goCs 
tp this, that a parliament ought *not to hp 
dissolved at all, but be* allowed to sit its 
full seven years; for the same arguments 
which thtf noble lord has applied against 
the dissolution resorted to by the Into 
njinisters when the^pariiament 1 m sftt fbdr 
years, woulde apply to a parUaraeot 
had sat six ^ears, and are decidedly agaMt * 
the dissolution of the last pailiam^ whij^ 
tlie nc^le lord has neveraelesi MdefksdA 





Alto bcftrrag the defence set im bjr the 
imbriord foir the late disioluttoti, I Mq stn- 
fMTtsed when a noble aecretary of atate 
<0ord Hawkefibur) J so eloqnently declaimed 
aji;atnst the dis5<iluUon of the preceding par- 
liament, that the noble lord did not then rise 
to answer his arguments. The noble lord 
liasj however, had recourse to a sort of ar* 
^itmgnium ad hominem, in attacking tlie dis- 
acdution resorted toby the last ministers, but 
hie argument decidedly makes against the 
point be intended to jyove. The noble lord 
jRtates, ihat at the time of that dissolution 
there was no irriftition of the public mind, 
m material difference of opinion. Why, 
then, was not that the moment fur an appeal 
to the people ? The noble lord then stales, 
that at the time of the last dissolution tlierc 
was great irritability and coUibion of opinion. 
If it not then clear, •that that was a most im- 
. prcq)er period fdr a dissolution of parlia¬ 
ment, when, instead of*a* cool and dispas¬ 
sionate appi^ to the people, it could only 
he an appeal to their inflamed prejudices and 
’passions T But roy lords, is thcie no differ¬ 
ence between dissolving parliament in tlie 
recess, and in the mtdsc of a session ^ The 
Opinion of one of the greatest men this 
country boasts, I medb, lord Somers, was, 
that to dissolve parliament in the midst of 
a sessiot>> was, if not absolutely, at least al¬ 
most, illegal, and 1 will not allow tor a mo¬ 
ment that a prorogation for a day, followed 
by a dissolution, can make the*slightest dif¬ 
ference. It is a mere evasion, llie noble 
lord having used an argumentum ad Aomi- 
siem, I may also be allowed the same kind 
fO£ aigument, and I call upon the noble 
duke now at tbe head of his majesty's cohn- 
aels to tak^into his hand the speech now 
^■t^ato the mouth • of his piajesty, the 
speech deliv ered from tbe throne in the year 
t784f and the amendment then moved in 
the other house of. parliament, by Mr. 
£urke, wh^b had tbe entire concurrence 
of«tbe noble duke. If the noble dpke can 
devote bis^attenlion to the subject, he will 
flnd those constitutional principles most ably 
gnd eloquently enforced in that amendment, 
wbich.hare now beetl so flagrantly violated. 
W^e were told in nbe speech put into the 
mouth of the king on the proi elation of the 
last pgrtUunent, that that was the most con- 
Vealeot time tor putting a period to the bu- 
^ne«a of rarUamet^t. It is imi^ible for | 
Aie tp aplHy that expression (p this assertion.' 
pf the ministers winch it doberves. Ibe 
mpst coaVenienf tioic •' when business of the 
•ypPIf^tnyorUiuce was interrupted, when 


there was appropriation of tbe puUic 
money ! And, my lords, 1 idtould wish^ to 
know whether the public money has nof 
f been, in consequence, illegally appropriated. 
My lords, these measures tend to make this 
house a cypher in tl^ constitution. The 
great opuleucq^which centers in lliis house 
contributes laigely to tbe supplies, and tlie 
only hold we hate upon them is the appro- 
pi lation act. Supplies are not now misted 
^■Chiy formerly were ] and the arguments 
which former])^}tMifled resisting tbe sup¬ 
plies will not now justify them. Ministers 
have the supplies in tlieir hands from the na* 
tureof the taxes} and if they can appropri¬ 
ate them, too, wUrfout coming to pailia- 
ment, w hat security have we that parlia* 
ments will be assembled at all ? My lords, 
these daily growit^ infringements of the 
constitution demand our most serious and 
earnest attention. I, who think the influ¬ 
ence of the crown has increased, is increas¬ 
ing, nnd ought to be diminished, am a friend 
to frequent appeals to tbe people, but not 
by means of disbolutions. Let parliaments, 
instead of septennial, be triennial, or I 
would not object to their being annual; 
let there be stated earlier periods for a re¬ 
currence to the sense of the people $ but if 
^^liament is to be threatened with dissolu¬ 
tion—and 1 maintain that the entrance of 
that misguided iiipnarch, Qliarlc s 1. into the 
house of commons * was ndnMMre outra¬ 
geous violation of the constitution, than the 
threat used by a right hon. secretary of state, 
(Mr. Canning) in the late house of com¬ 
mons—then parliament becomes subjected 
to the will of the ciown, as many would 
then weigh in the balance a seat which they 
may instantly lose, and a seat for six years, 
which will necessa rily h av ^ an undue influ¬ 
ence upon rotes. Tll9o^* objection 1 havu 
to the late house of commons is, that they 
did not adopu those strong and energetic 
measures which such a threat imperiously 
called for.—With resjlect to the eients 
which have happened in the Mediterranean 
and in £gypt, those wvth whom I had the 
honour to act, as well as myself, arc anxiqps 
that every inquiry should be instituted which 
can tend to elucidate tbe tjrcnmstuices 
which led to those events j bot when 1 look 
ottbatpaitof ffie speec^l from tbe throne 
which refers twhese events, I cannot help 
observing thainhe penman of this speecli, in 
his eagerness to censuie the late ministers, 
has put into bis majesty's mouth a strong 

* See Cobbeu'b PsriismcBUty Ilivtoryot ^hglaodb 
vol. 3.p 1009. 
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condemnation of his majesty’s govetnment. 

1 also find in the same speech a desire that 
union and harmony may prevail- This re¬ 
commendation of niintsters, under the cir¬ 
cumstances in which it is made, brings to 
my recollection a stoiy wbicli is almost too 
ludicrous for this bouse but which is so ex¬ 
tremely applicable that I ca^pot refrain from 
relaiingit Two persons in apother pnitof 
* the united kingdom having been at a fair, 
where less of that amujj^ent had tHkNi 
place than frequently ptwails at fairs in that 
country, were displeased on their return 
that there had not been enough of what they 
called " rownng after consulting together 
a little, one of them fihid to the other, 1 
will tell you a sure way of having a row, Jet 
us go back to ^le fair and preach up ** peace 
and good order/* The aoble lord has deni¬ 
ed that ministers have raised any cry of ** no 
popery,*' but, my lords, look at the address 
of tliH new rbancellor of the exchequer t^ 
the electors of Northampton ; look also at 
those newspapers which are understno^rube 
in (he interest of government. Mvloids, in 
one of these papers it wms observed imme¬ 
diately after the pnnogation of p^iliament, 
that it was hoped the cry of ** no popery** 
which had issued ft om the throne would be 
re-echoed in every quarter of the coua'^^ 
The noble lord has cast the ciy upon ihe 
Bhoulder^3rth^>eople ; but the people? in 
general hav^oo much good sense to be du¬ 
ped by sucl^ a cry, and the ministers with 
all their efforts have tailed in their expen- 
meat. Let me however, pay that dibute 
to the right reverend prelates who •‘It in this 
house, to which they nre entitled, for that 
^rmnessaiid moderation, which, amidst the 
cry to which I hare alluded, have uniformly 
marked their There is another 

r irt of the speech, ray lords, against which 
protest, as most unconstitutional. We are 
told that the Addresses to which my noble 
friend (earl Fortescue) alluded, qs addresses 
from cLipters and corporations, we are told 
that these addresses have expressed the sense 
pf the people. Ttftis, after an appeal to the 
people, thft new parliament arc to be told 
at the outset, we do not want you to express 
th^sense ul the people, it has been already 
expressed by chapters and corporations, and' 
riotous meetings. * My lor^s, I feel my«rff 
called upon by es'Cry niotivl of public duty 
to support this amindmeet. We have 
heard this night of systematic opposition y 
but if ministers come into power upon un- 
*coD8!itutional principles, it is childish and 
gbsurd to talk of any other opposition titan 


>-i»e opviini* np[| 

that of 89 united body, Urmly acting U|Mi> « 
the inrinciples of the constiiutton, and de^ * 
termined to resist by ^ery constitutions! 
means those who have no other titlfeto power 
th|n faction and •intrigue. 

Lord Muljtrave obsrrvedt that the grett 
object of ceusure from the other side of tfaw 
house, was the dissolution of parliament, 
the legality of which the noble l<»rd fHol- 
land) had questioned But tins dissoluttda 
was not without good reasons; reasons whiefs 
did not exist when the former dissolution 
in October last had taken j)]ace. Meastirea «• 
of the greatest mbmenc, brought forward faj 
the late ministers, had been passed by tM 
parliament which was then dissolved, and 
these also incompatible, in some degree, 
with fotnier mc.isures agreed to by the same 
parliament. Ministers had not then to fear 
any very formidable opposition, nor any fac- 
t'otis I'.ivern Meetings, to cdocert schemea 
(o obstiULt the dpCrations of government $ 
yet they dissolved that parii^ent. But ^ 
before the late dissolution it wa^suspected 
that the noble lords on the other side, and 
their friends, woulcf not shew an eqilal 
degiee of moderation, and as far as exfje* 
rience h»id }ct gone, the suspicion apjieared ' 
to have been well-tounded. and a di8M)ki- 
tion betume advisable. What was the ground 
of the dissolution in October ? Was it (be 
failure of the ncgociation ^ Disgraceful and 
luliculous as,tbe conduct of that negociatioa 
Ihid bcenMiiongbout, yet it was not perhaps 
so bad as people apprehended it was when 
they S.IW that the expedient of a dissolutioa 
was resorted to. The noble lord then pro- 
ci^ded to compare (he dibaoliitiun ol 1784 
with the late one. The dissolution of 1784 
wa« fqunded on the best leasoivs of any he 
had heard ef, excepwhe last. The cifratft- ^ 
stances were, in a great measme*, similaf. 
The house of Mmninns had then passed a ‘ 
measure pregnant* with danger to the con- 
stiintion, and when the king in •consequence, 
thought proper to cliangp hjs ministers. The 
junction of parties, fotmeily hottile to each 
other, enabled them to ovei(>ower the 
government. An apm»al to^the people thea 
became necessary. Though m the late pv- 
liament the ministers h^fl a majniiry, jet toe 
opposite party had a number sudicient to 
emharrasssihe operations of goveinment. A 
dissolution tlierefore became advisable. Tlie 
t^ses were siearly similar, wiih this ssxcep- 
tion, bowevei^ that they on the other Side , 
who approved of the dissolution of )78^* 
censured the last. The cry of private tn« ^ 
flueneg bad (hen been set t^, ai&tl the ntito * 
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toilott the opposite vide (Gcenville) had con- bad acted in the year 1764 alon|^ with the 
aMerod that as rkticuloas tbdh, tbopgh noble 'duke opposite (Portland). He chilled 
te btd now joined in ic. But the noble upon the noble duke to reconcile his presexlt 
lord now act^ With different persons, and conduct with what it had been at that period. 

evil communications cprrupt good man . Under the auspices of that noble duke he 
** ners.'* Then a dangerous measure ^ad had drawn up an addi^si to the king against 
been passed by the commons, now an attack the dissolution, and had assisted in carrying 
had bwR made on the persond conduct of the it to the foot of the throne. That address 
hitig. A great deal had been said aboat sett- stated that thi dissolution of parliament 
•m up the C 17 of ** No Popery,” but they merely at life pleasure of every minister , 
themselves had set up that cry. The present .’roald be attended with the most dangerous 
SBinistry bad nothixtg to do with it. The 'consequences it was fitting that mi- 
• cnble lord then detailed the proceedings re- nisters should yield to parliaments, and not 
Effecting what had been railed the Roman parliaments to them; that ministers would, 
Catbohe Measure, and contended that by that by holding threats of a dissolution over the 
Ihe late ministers had raised the cry which commons, afford (hem the strongest induce- 
now wished to shift from themselves to ments to abandon the intbrests ot their con* 
the present ministers. A noble lord (Hoi- stituents, and that a mortal blow would thus 
land) aaid, that it was an amocnaly in the be given to the popular branch of the consii- 
eoostitutkm that tbe king could think at all. tution. How could the noble duke recon** 
Kow the kte nSinisters bad declared their cile his present conduct with these sen- 
wisbestohismajestytoeKpIaio ibeircoiiduct, timents ? The noble lord on the other side 
because they had seen a paragraph in a news-' (Mulgrave) had said, that he and his fi iends 
paper whu^ they did not. like. By this had not set up the cry of* ‘ no popeiy,” and 
means they wished to lay the blame on his thaf the dissolution was the consequence 
mt^esty, but at the ^me time they must, as of a personal attack pn the king. He 
iiUfaful counsellors, have ad\ iscd him not to desired that the speech respecting the 
comply with their request, because it was an diiisulution should be read (tills was ac- 
coomaly in the coniiAtutinn, that he should cordingly read by tbe Clerk at the table), 
flunk at all. How could the noble lords He now appealed to the honour of the 
reconcile this contradiction ? He declared'^use, to the English language, and tu 
that he was unable to meet with such another common sense, ^vhether the cr y of no pope- 
attempt t(v(bring blame directly upon the ry did not run through speech, 

Sovereign in the whole history of the coun- and whether, as appeared from that, t)ie 
try. llie nol^e Joi ds on 'the opposite side pretended danger to tlie ebufeh, and not 
also objected to tiie introduction of the allu- the explanation of ministers, was not the 
ak>BS to ’’the failure in the sea of Marmora alledged cause of the dissolution } Tbe late 
and Egypt. But if we did meet with ministers had been grossly calumniated: 
reverses, were these to be passed ov^r in they had been accused of disrespect to their 
' silence r ‘If objects were undertaken with- sovereign, whom no man more deeply 
*'*'^ctit*vienn<i, and if vue were to, be baffled by revered than he did, find of an attempt to 
• the wdake^i of enemies, were the-e things deceive him. UnfiCT* tlTese circumstances, 

, to be suffered to pass r like a mOrning they had requested permission to state the 
cloud } No, surely., The speech stated facts as ihcyb really were, not for the pur- 
fhe fact 8 ,,aad they were facts worthy of poses of discussion, but merely to bring 
notice. The noble lord conclude^, by de-<. before pai liament tbe (rue state of the case, 
daring hts warm concurrence in.tbe address, and to clear themselves from a most foul 
Loid Holland^ in explanation, said, that and groundless caluniny. The noble lord 
what be had stated was, that the mention of said, that they had abandoned a meamre 
the failifres was evidently introduced as a which they, had stated to be indispensmle 
^^nsureon the lati'government, andtberefore to the security of Ireland, ^ut tbci^ was • 
^Pisade bis majesty censure his own acts. He surely some difference between what was 
' bad n(»t deprecated but courted inquiry into^ highly expedient and w^twas essentially ne- 
tbe whole conduct of the late ministry, cessary. Tb^ had consented to give up the 
i||oahad only sait^ that the present censure measure for tlie present, in d^rence to 
ikas premature and incoRsi^tent. * . the feeliDgs*of his majesty, being convinced, 
T/>rd' ErsHne said, that tbe .observations however, of its expediency, and reserving 
of his Dobk friend (lord Holland) liad called the liberty of submitting to the klnff, for 
to k'la rocoU^OD the port which he himself his decision^ the same question^ if It wuld 

c ' 
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appear to tfiem^ at a future period* to be 
ai>solQte ]7 uecfisaijr. Ejt could this pro¬ 
ceeding be the-grpund for dissolving the 
parliament ? Were parliaments 1 hen to suf¬ 
fer for the conduct of niiuisters ? What 
had the late house of commons done that it 
should be dissolved ? In the house 

had passed a measure which was considered 
as obnoxious; but vk hat had t^te late house 
• of commons done ? It had certainly not 


tice in his court to pat off the hearing of « 
common cause, when the public mind waf 
strongly agitated about the eircumstapoex. 
How much more, then, tras it necessary to 
have allowed the,passions of the people to 
coot, before they slionid be called on to 
decide on a measure of this magnitude I 
There was a very marked distinction between 
the dissolution of 1734 and the last one* 
The last hou^e of commons had done no opo 


pasted the Catholic bill, though the mitfis'J act that could call for it; it had not even ez«, 
tor^ had proposed it. Upiffwhat principle, fpicssed any bad opiniops of the present ml* 


then, W4S it charged with the acts of minis¬ 
ters ? The previous dissolution, in October, 
had taken place when .parliament was not 
sitting, a<>d w'hen^no public business was 
interrupted. It was a material object to 
have greater uj;auimity in times of great 
danger and difficulty, aisd the dissolution 
answered that purpose. How. then, could 
the cases, he said, be parallel ? Were par¬ 
liaments then to be dissolved, always, when¬ 
ever ilie king thought pro]}er to change hi* 
ministers ? If this was the case, if ^the 
threats of secretaries of state were to bo lUild 
out in ierrurem, and if parliaments were to 
suffer tor the conduct of ministers, it was 
much to be feared that the consequences to 
the constitution would be of the most alarm- 


thought that the crown, from the greatness 
of the expimdjim^ and the* consequent in¬ 
crease of offices had too much influence in 
the choosing^f the members, and that the 
constitution would be considered as degenera¬ 
ting fast into an absolute monarchy. He 
dreaded lest the house of commons might be 
placed in a situation where ilie representa¬ 
tives would find the strongest temptations to 
abandon the cause of their constituents, and 
become little bette^tiK/^appendages to the 
ministers of tlie crown.—Tne noble lord de¬ 
clared his firm conviction of the truth of 
Christianity, and of its benrgfiant and civi¬ 
lizing influence, altliough it had often been 
wre>ied. to the worst of purposes. Of the| 
melancholy effects of stirring up religious 
damours, history horded abuodaut in 
staRces. Was it, then, amidst the preva¬ 
lence of a fanatical and unfounlled cry, that 
parlidtnent oftght to have been dissolved ? 
Ought advantages tt^have been taken of the 
agitations produced 0^ an appt^al to the worst 
and most violent passions or. a misguided 
people ? He did not observe sis noble and 
learned friend, the chief justice of the kingV 
tench ^lord Ellenborougb) In his place. But 
ii he were in the house, he would have ap¬ 
pealed to liiin^ .whether it was not the prac- 
. VoL. IX. 


nisters; except, indeed, its having passed a 
resolution against granting dffices in rever* 
sion; or offices for life that had been usually 
held during pleasure, could be considered as 
such*. His noble fiiend (lord Holland) hat) 
told a ludicrous story about a methi^ for 
having a row. He also recollected a story 
that was somewhat in point. A ptfr>>oi^ 
wishing to havea quairel (.affie up to another 
I who W. 1 S standing wish his back to the fire 
^and feeling very comfortable, * and said. 
You lie, sir;*’ “truly,” said the other,! 
“ 1 did not speak.” “ No matter,” said 
the quarrelling gentlccftan, “ you lie, sir.” 
So the last parliament stood with its back (q 
the fire; it did nothing offensive, and ytt it 
was dissolved. But it ^parliaments w'ere tq 


ing nature He was afraid it would tvuJpok with apprehension to ministers instead 
'■ • ■ ■ • .1 _ nainisUTs having a proper respect to par¬ 

liament, then the h.ouse of commons was 
destroyed, and,there was^n end^f the con* 
stitution. *If, when the peopje were so 
much biirthencd with taxes which they 
cheerfully paid when convinced that *ihe 
public service required tlicm, if in these cir* 
cnn^tances they should be compelled to be¬ 
lieve that they had no security in their repre¬ 
sentatives. what would be the corRiequencM. 
Convinced ttei they had no safeguaid ag^nst 
the exactions of ministers, no seemity for * 
the proper applicaWon of the revenue, (bey 
would begin ff) thuik that their burthens 
were heavier than the public ^rvice re¬ 
quired, and having no remedv for the grie¬ 
vance, they iniglrt be apt to liecottiC d^pe- 
rate. This was the origin ut revulutious, 
and was a state of things which ought to be' 
caryfully avoided. It was ridictilous ai}d un- 
ccinstitutional to set the addresses of corpo-* 
lotions and meetings against the opinion 0 / 
f (he house ofcuminons, which was the pro¬ 
per organ to convey the sense of the peopld 
ip tjie crowns If these ^Idresces weiv fa¬ 
vourable, then ^hey were held up m tbd' 
sense of the people; if unfavourable, they < 
were said to be seditious, diiQ trials for such' 
addresses might be recollected. If thy 
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4re8seB were not favourable, then the grapes 
i(vere% sour, and they could not eat them 
^ He concludecf by ^declaring hia assent to the 
llniendnient. • 

Earl Grosvenor observed, that the king's 
s^ech, instead of being previously read at the 
Cockpit as formerly, was now read at private 
meetings, so that noble lords could not be 
prepar^, and therefore he thought it niigiit 


the dissolution of the last parliament ‘wasilT 
advised, he perfectly agr^ that this was 
the most proper occasion for them to express 
that opinion. He would go firilier; some* 
thing had be^ said diere, and a great deal 
out of doorSf about the impropriety of giv¬ 
ing notice, that a division would certainly 
take place or^ tne address. That clamour, he 
had no hesitation to sav, was unfounded. 


not he impro|>er to adjourn for twenty-lbur^F^ had been^ated that amendments were 

V. • J A aT ....... I J A... .t. 1 ^ . I y .1 


hours, in order to h>\e time to consider the 
speech. He adverted to the conduct of the 
ministers since^ they cSmc into power. 
Their first act was to have recourse to the 
assistance of lord Melville, notwithstanding 
the resolutions on the Journals of the house of 
commons. But that and other things dwind¬ 
led almost to nothing in comparison with 
the unconstitutioittil act of dissolving the 
parliament. ‘ I’he present momentous crisis 
required a firm, an itfalb, and an efiicient 
tninisiry. ’ Whether the prestnt mini.sters 
C^me updor that descriptron, parliament 
must determine. But he thought they af¬ 
forded but an unfavourable specimen of 
their future conduct, by shrinking from the 
responsibility of having advised the dismis¬ 
sal of the late ministers. It was a constitu- 


king could do no wrong; for if he could, 
what scene.s of bloodshed must ensue before 
be could be^rougbt to do justice The par¬ 
liament, he said, had done iibthing that 
could leqnire a dissolution. Thereasonal- 
ledged for It was, the expediency of taking 
the sense of the people. 'J'hat, he contend¬ 
ed, was the late mini.sters, and instanced 
tlie great ^ccmiiy of York. His lordship 
then adverted to the accus-ttions against the 
j late' uiinisters, for‘opposmg*-the govcrrf- 
mcDt. One w’ould think, he observed, 
bearing these, that llii.s Was some despotic 
government. The king had liis prerogative, 


to be proposed m certain passages before the 
speech was fully determined on, and before 
the precise nature of it could be known, 
that indeed W'oulJ htive been indecent. But 
having in contemplation such an amendment 
as this, they might s.afely say beforehand 
that a division vvould cert;*inly lake place, 
because they might be assured that mini.sters 
would not censure their owm act. He 
thought it due to the noble lords, therefore, 
to stale the impression made on Ins mind by 
this circumstance. He again stated, that he 
moft strongly felt the necessity of unanmiity. 
Their lord.ships were now in a diflerent si¬ 
tuation from what they were before, when 
it was matter of complaint, that an abstract 
proposition w'as brought forw'ard, the cftect 
of which, if assented to, would have been 


tional maxim, fonnded in wisdom, that annul tlie prerogative of the king, in tlie 


choice of his ministers. The fact of the ad- 
vfce had been there assit;yjyj^nil censure 
w'as to proceed upon that. But ilie dissoUi- 
tinn was an act of government, and the fact 
of llie advice was certain. The only ques¬ 
tion, tluTcfore, was, w'hether it was blame- 
able ? He had before slated his deep regret 
at the cliange of tlie ministry, and that re¬ 
gret he still retained; but that having been 
unavoidable, he thought the dissolution, in 
the state of parties^4<Tttt: unavoidable also, 
and therefore warrantable and justifiable. 
He could not, therefore, say with the 
amendment, that the ministers vvere guilty 


but the houses of lords and commons hadj of manifest misconduct in this particular.—- 

V a.i Ji.ttCwoiiti *11 aaI 


their prerogative also; and there seldom had 
been an fwcasion on w'hich it was more re¬ 
quisite for them to exercise it tlian the pre- 
•ent. ^ , 

V Lord Sidmouih observed, that if lie had 
£op^s before that unanimity would prevail 
On this Occasion, he must now owm he was 
afraid he was diAppointed. Bbt he did feel 
tkat unanimity was so important to in- 
k M^s of the coixttry in the '^resetlt sUuii- 
, pon of affairs, that unles# the address ex^ 
jessed opinioqs in wliich he could not con- I 
'ttur, ordOntaineil unfounded accusations, he ' 
sbodid f061'Hitq^eIf bound in duty U? support 


Much had been said aboiit tlie agitations 
which had been produced in the country. 
He trusted he need not state that he would 
join ill no party cry, that had deception Snd 
intulcraiice for its object. When he came 
into administralion, in IbOl, ^bndereikeum- 
stanccs not dissimilar, 4ie had raised no cry' 
about the cliui^h being hi -danger. Par>ia- 
ment was dissOlv^ till the year afler, 
and not a \vf>rd w^as said about danger to the 
chtreb. The fact was, that the late events- 
had ])eculiarly interested the feclingsof tjie ^ 
people. Jf the cry was raised forihepuiu 
pose..of making a stalking herse of the dan? 

* .1 t % •. ift.kt 


^ tt, Bu.t if noble lords Veally tliought that > gpr to the church, it was undoubted^' ceu- 



^rabte. But that bad been disclaimed^ and 
he hoped, that the negation was weil-foand- 
ed. * But much of the crj arose from an at¬ 
tachment to the established church, and an 
opinion that no further concessions ought to 
be made. Wherever that motive prevailed, 
be res|>ected the cry,•and bethought that it 
had atTi^rded additional security to the esta- 
blishedchurch. which, notwi^isianding what 
a noble lord (Holland) had said, he thought 
* intimately connecteil with (he constitution. 

There was no disiincti^j^n principle^ he-^ 
said, between the dissolutions of April and 
Oct<jber. As ii> the inconvenience to the pub¬ 
lic business, the stme thing had taken place 
in .1 ysd, and a> he had eoiicurred in that, he 
Could not on this account* disapprove of the 
last dissolution. He hoped the present mi- 
lli^ters would estoblislj their efficiency. The 
crisis w Is momentous. • He hoped they 
would recollect that we were at war against 
the most formidable enemy lltat had ever 
threatened this country, the destruction of 
which he was meditating, no less on the 
banks at' the Vistula,- ilum if he wer® on 
tiie hanks of the Seine. He hoped minis¬ 
ters were sensible of f*ur peril, that govern¬ 
ment was fully impressed with the danger, 
and had prepared measures to meet it. He 
would judge of them, not only by their mea¬ 
sures, but by the weight they would ha\Mi 
both at home and abroad. If they were 
deficient inaaii|SDC^ these essbnllai requisites, 
they were unfit fur the crisis, and ought not 
to coniinue ifi office. 1 le would do to them 
as he would w.sh others to do by him. He 
would judge them by iheir conduct. His 
party was the cciuntiy and his king, and he 
felt it his duty, under all the circumstance!*, 
to.resist the anuuidment. 

The Earl of Seikn k declared his concur¬ 
rence in the obser^^tlbBS made by the noble 
viscount who had just sat down, and thought 
that the late dissolution of paj^Uament could 
not be reprobated on any principle that 
would not equally apjjly to that of last year. ^ 
The inconvenience arising from a dissolution 
must be balanced the strength of the 
reasons which required it. The noble and 
learned lord * (Erskine) in comparing the 
present case with that of 17B4, had alleged 
tliat fbefe was no ground for the late dissolu¬ 
tion, because the ho^ of commons had not,^ 
in the late case, come lo islae with the go¬ 
vernment on any particular qi^stion ; but a 
very large proportion of the hfluse had con¬ 
curred in the expression of principles sub- 
vmiv® of the constitutional prerotTatives of 

pie crown. Principles bad been laid down 

•• 
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and si^orted by very great numbers, which 
would redyce to an empty name the prero- ^ 
gative .of the king in choosing his own mi¬ 
nisters. It bad been ailcged, that an un¬ 
constitutional pledge had oeen demanded of 
ministers, and that, without inquiring who 
had really been the advisers, their auccesscra 
were to be held as responsib’e for that de¬ 
mand. The necessary consequence from 
tiiis doctrine was, that no other ministty 
could possibly accept of office constitution¬ 
ally, which was as much as to say, that aha 
king could not legally dismiss the ministers 
he actually had, -This was ^ doctrine that • 
went to subvert ^he constitution, and dis¬ 
tinguished those who held it from all form¬ 
er oppositioQs. When a set of ministers had 
by their conduct proved themselves unfit 
for their situations, a systematic opposition 
was justifiable; but the doctrines that had 
been maintained in the bM parliament would 
etiiially justify an opposition* against the 
best ministers as agaibst the worst. When, 
an great a proportion of the house maintain¬ 
ed so violent a' doctrine, he thoiight that 
even though tliey did npt absolutely amount 
to a majority, a case had occurred that fair¬ 
ly might justily an appeal to the people. 

But though he thus considered the dissolu¬ 
tion as justifiable, and sliould therefore vote 
gainst the amendment that liad been propos¬ 
ed to the address, he could not extend this to 
an approbation of government in the conduct 
of the elcctipna, and pariicalarly'ki the cry of 
no popery ’’ that had been t:nct)uraged, for 
though ministers now disclaimed it, yetcir- 
Ciimitances were such, that it seamed im¬ 
possible for any reasonable and impartial 
maia to doubt witli wliora the cry had origin 
iiated ; and he thought that their^conduct in 
this respect deserved the reprobation of tliq 
house and of^the couufry. . , * 

Tlje Earl of Rosslyn declared, that after* 
the manner in vrtiiCb all arguments, and 
every attempt at argument, had been already 
answered ; after the luminous speech wJiich 
their loftlriiips had heard firom jiis noble 
and learned friend (lord E^^kine), it would 
be impossible for him to add any thing fork 
theriioon the snbji ct The que .m iijhich wm 

then under their lo.*dshi|)s'i^iisi(ieratioff,how-* 

ever, was of such importance, that^ ui justice 
to himself he was ciinipelled to declare his 
sentiments, ^ind not sufet^ the question to 
pass with only a silent vote from him. A 
noble viscouAt (lord Sidaaouth) foi d^oai’ 
lie entertained t%e highest respect, had oi> 
served, that if it was justipble to dissolw'V 4 
one pcrliament at any period short of ito * 

1 2 <i 2 ’ ‘ 
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statutable d’lraiion, we might, parity of ger. That was a cry which bad been raisH 
reasoning, justify all dissolutions of'pjrlia- too generally out of doors. He did not una- 
iooent* wiiatever , might be the extent gine that any noble lord would be bol^ 
4f the parliament's existence at the enough to riiie in hU place as a peer of par- 
time when such an event •.took place. But liament, and declare that be seriously 
'be would ask that noble lord, and he would thought there pould ber any danger to the es- 
ask the house, if there was not^ exclusive of tablished church from a^y m^ure that had 
the^ consideration of the length of time been proposed,immediately before the dis* 
which the parliament had been then act- solution, evetp. if it were carried into effect, 
log, and the length of time which it But how absurd, how ridicnlousty prepoi-• 
wtfs entitled, by regular course of law, ^terdUs must it ^^ear, to see that such Bt| 
still to act; be would ask if, exclusive alarm was endeavoured to l^c excited in ma- 
of this consideration, there was not some ny parts of the country alter that measure 
-differenre to be discoverAl in the circum* was withdrawn ! It was a fact which still 
atances under which a parliament hnghk be remained without a «disavowal on the part of 
dissolved? He would ask, what inteirup- htsmajesty'sminitiers,apd\ihichwasopen- 
tion the bitsinees of the public had met with ly and publicly declared by many of their 
dtii ing the existence of the late parlicoment ? friends. At the same time„he had too high 
.And knowing, as he did, and as he was an opinion of thek* jordsbips liberality anj 
•convinced maiiypf*their lord^jijis must also good sense to imagine, that any ope noble 
"have observed, that the public business lord in that house, whether a member of hi^ 
would, on. the one hand, have been mate-J majesty’s government or not, ever once for 
Tially forwarded, if parliament had been a-naoment l^lieved, that at tliis day there was 
suffered io continue in ihtf exercise of its anyidanger to the church establishment to be 
functions, until, at least, the business of apprehended ip England. But there was still a 
^the session wn.s at an end, he thought, circumstance, respecting which he should be 
a.s, in fact, be thought w'as just in all glad to be itifornied; he should be glad to 
cases where a pavliament w'as dissnlv- know upon what ground it was stated in all 
ed in the middle of a session, that it (headdresses to liis majesty on this head, that 
ivns the duty of ministers to adduce sui^ church and state were supposed to be 
cient argument, in the peculiar circumstun- in the most'mniiuent danger ? He wnsin- 
ces of the c^se, to justify themselves for ha- dfleed to ask for this infftcygUop from his 
Virg advised the aloption of «uch a prccipi- obsenation that tliese addressS uniformly 
fate step j ic w'as the act of bis majesty’s go- came from places where mytiaters were 
vernment, and the onus lay entirely with known to have the greatest inffuence. In 
his majesty's servants. It had been said, fact, their zeal was so very eager in its pur- 
however, in eOvet, by a noble lord oppo- suit of adJiesses, that it was officially ac- 
site, that parliament was formerly dissolv knowledged in one instance that itoutran the 
cd upon nearly as bad ground as that upon fact} an address was fuimally inserted in the 
ivhifh the dissolution of the late parliament London Gazette, from the College of the 
«tookpl;}ce. But he would ai.y one of H(<ly and Undivided Tffnity, in the city of 
‘their lordships if it was a su^cient justifi- Dublin, in support of this idle cry j but,- 
ration of ilicir conduct fAr any one set of was it a fact, that the memlH'rs of that 
ministers to say to antJther : *“ Yonfonner L^niversity acVually joined in that sense’esa 
Jy adopted %uch a measure which was bad, clamour? No; that learned body was too 
and therefore weare now ciititlec^ to take enlightened and too liberal to indulge in such 
another step, which is .somewhat worse ?" a prejudice, as that with which they were 
Sucli an attempt at argument, he was con- attempted to be brahded; and the same 
ffdent, cpuldthave no weight in such an en London .Gazette, printed by the authority of 
«]ighteiied assemfcjy as that which he was government,'was afterwards obliged .50 ccn- 
jthen addressing. And he must declare fess that no such address had btfen pM^ted! 

, most unequivocally, that in his .opinion no —Now that he spoke of public proceedings, 

. Coe fair ground 6t justification*had yet been he rec'ollected,fand it if^s a fact which must 
given to p.irIiamL'ni or to the country for the be known to^many of their lordships, that 
extraordinary adrU-e which *his majeey’s an advertisement Was priutej^ in (he public 
present ministers had givendissolve a par- papers, signed with the name of his maj^- 
lianieiit that w^ faithful to the country, loy- ty*s chancellor of the exchequer, thusadding 
Jll tojthe sovereign^i and it) the midst of trans- the weight and influence of office to the au- ■ 
^ting th'c moiV>'t'portant business .But it thurity which the learned goiit's own naftie 
knight be said, that the fiUurch was in dan- brought with it. He did not yet know thai^ 
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thtfi WB 4 contradicted, and while such, a cry ever, tell the noble lord; the minister who 
was, suffered to be spread throughout the had framrtl or sanctioned the addresses for 
country without contradiction from those that period, had been carefiil to conciliate 
jn whose aame they were circulated, the the good tsishes ot parliament. In tSu m- 
pie)Udicesot the people weie wantonly ex- stance, howeier, all attempts at conciliation 
Cited The people, ^ many in&t uices, took had betp carefully avoKled tThe wording 
Hu time to (oiisider mure thbn if a cry of or composition ol the speech, his lordship 
*' fire, hre,' was raised, * though this observed, instead of being of a concihatmy 
should be done at a time wh*n there was no nature, was the very reverse As to the 
. danger, still the people, if tlfey heard that spetch of the lords commissioners, not that of 
the cry was raised b> those whose duty it was his msjesty, for he could not consider it in 
to take care of then intwffisis, might be apei any other view—it was, in his lordship's 
not to (ousidci or examine into thegtoiind I opinion, of a most violent and aenmomoas 
of the jlarm, but betake themselves to any nature Jt was Jny thing*but conciliation, 
mean th ii w is suggested to tnem as the most With regard to (nedissolriion of parliament, 
Itktiiy to uisurethiir safety At the same time it was a measure which could not be too 
tliat these aiarms Vere spre id without con« severely reprobated The king's pierogatieo 
tiadicnon, he could no lefrun from noti ought cerainly to be freely exercised; but 
cing the duplicity of winch his majesty's . the tecret advisers of a measure, for whtds 
m itisteis w-ere gi iliy, whiNi ibej thtin-| there was no narional. necessity, deserved 
selvts appeared to be tiius engaged in lxci- | the severest censure Someot,the adherentf 
ting animont) ami ngst his ni jtsty’s sib- ofthepic^ent mimstgrshadexpresseda belief 
jects, they put it into his uiajist) s moutlt tint the dissolution would pass without much 
thvt he recommended nnsnimiiy among all cin«ure , but hia lordship always remained 
cl isses and descpptions oi liispeu]iK. Vith fully persuaded, ihititwas impdlsihle men 
the noble viscount (li id S dmouth) h must should not be found who would shew their 
obseive, that of those men his exj.'eciations utter indignation, nay detestation, of such 
weic not equal to hib wishes, that tliej might an act, and that parltament was about to 
save the louniry at the present momentous declare its disapprobation of the uncoostito* 
uibis He should thirefore support the tional measure Those who had no ground 
Bmindncnt justify the dissiluiion, but wanted some 

llie barl mnintaioed, pretext for expressing their sentiments m 

thai the TTfflfftKt ot^his n j sty's present tivour of the administration, itecurred to the 
ministers wis stiictly just ti bie in having parallel case dt the year T784, and therefore 
recommended the dis!,uiutu*n ot the late drew the conclusion, that'as ‘a dissolution 
parliinieiit Ihecalt lus would now see, I hid then taken place, a dissolution in thb 
thit notwithstanding iluir cause vas sip j ear 1607 was also justifiable Such an ob« 
poitedbya powerful <mJ respectable p^rtj stivation was, however, erroneous m the 
in this coiiiitrj, yet tliat the opinion of eidreine A dissolution might be justified 
their soveieign wss against them, and that in the jesr <764, and jet not be^ustifiableia 
in that opinion he was supported by the ge- the year 1 (jp 7 In isteiiing to the dtfsolu- 
neralsentimints of the people tion of 1784, an in*>muation had been 8 d» 

land Grinitltesa\d, hehad no doubt, that vaitbed against noble lelation of bis (the 
the mthorsofibe speech that day delucr^d mnrqnis of BucKipgJiim), now absent horn 
lo then lordships were the auihorsot advibt is the house With regard to that noble mar* 
of the dtssok turn of parliament. It appe qois, iys conduct had alwaj s appeared to him 
ed, ihutht auihots of the speech had some so pure and unimpeai tfabib, that he might 
jdi a ot shi inking frifm responsibility, because take it upon bmi to say, th it there was no 
they had nqt only been guilty ot a violat >a act of Ins hte, of whicii he ^ord G ) as a 
of the ancif*nt forms of the constitution, but relative and a man w ofild not be pvoud. Re« 
had that n^ht remained silent on the sub- spectaig the dissoliuiom of the year 1784 , 
ot their misconduct. A noble lord had % and that of I 8 O 7 , there was, as had already 
said, that on examining the Journals ot tbe btensliew^, aveiy widp difiference. The 
house, he bad not been able to discover, in grounds fi 1 the former dissolution arose from 
the course of 25 years, edy-e than three a serious difference between the two jiouses 
amendments to the address. But that noble, or parliament^ It, therifoie, became an in- 
lord had not explained the cause why so few | ^spensible«measure Was there a similar 
^mcffdmenis had been biougbt forward m reason now > No. Had there existed waf 
tbe course o{jhat period, iu would, how- J difference between the two houses, cagara- 






jUy thft caafidence tn bis majesty's present 
fOinhters ? Nu. There was np idea en- 
ined of withdrawing public confidence 
cfninisters. T^ht alarm was therefore 
^ iifounded. Was it not dangerous to ex- 

r e jMrliamrnt to the contempt or derision 
the people, by a dissolution i'or which 
ftere was no cause, whether considered as 
to manner or time ? Certainly. I'he 
titore confidence the people reposed in par¬ 
liament, the greater became the respecta- 
^lity of parliament. One noble lord bnd 


eoch a dissoiutiop as that lately experienced 
^vaa even shorter than anifbal parliamentyT— 
bcarcely half of that period. He wasa fi;tend 
lo«:atiunal liberty, but he was an enmy to 
4 very n)easure which would tend to thn in- 
|K)duciioo of anarchy or confusion, .^^nimal 
oiriiaments might in the minds of some men 
Mve their attraetpms ; but he, for hi.s part, 
was not friendly to such a system of repre¬ 
sentation. ,Annual pafliamenis would not 
coly be troublesome and buriliensorno to the 
people, b«it by no means productive of the 
advantages which wei>^ promised ♦Vom the 
Knaginaiions of some projectors. He detti- 
.ed the truth of a noble lord's hypothesis, 
that the dissolution o£«180() was no more 
justifiable than that of I8O7, If seriou.sly 


by inteUigent men* jthat abases existed i^ 
the administration of justice there, whicl^ 
ought to be reformed, bill to which 
he alluded, he proposed tp submit again to 
the consideration of their lordships in the. 
course of a few days. ministers then, 
take care of their chai^cters, for he would 
do his duty. *Amnng other gross inconve¬ 
niences which would arise from the dissolu¬ 
tion, was the ^serious interruption or blow 
which the revenue of Ireland would receive. 
iThe bill for the rn^nagementof that revenue 


fpe^en 4n favour of annual parliaments j but {expired on the 5(h of July. The revenue 


must either cease to be raised, or those con¬ 
cerned ill its collection, must be guilty of a 
violation of the constitution Another cri¬ 
minal violation of law and the constitution 
arose from a certain act between America 
and this country being nOw about to expire : 
the duties, th.crofoKi, on shipments of goods 
from America to this*country, could not by 
law be collected, niid ministers know that 
<the act expired on the lU of July ? They 
ought not surely to plead ignorance, as a re- 
fcroi^ce to the expiring acts on the journals 
of the house of commons would inform 
them o{ the serious fact. His lordship wish¬ 
ed to learn how iar ministers would be justi¬ 
fied in the collection of the revenue arising 
either from American goods, or in Ireland ? 


And gravely asked what period he woukUpli was not merely for refusing to pay 


sooner select than that of any other for the 
jdtssoUition, h^ would answe'r, that of the 
jeear ISOOi, 1^'auscytbe minds tff ^lie people 
were not .41 a sure of fermentation from the 
Agitatioa of any particular measure. From 
jevery viey of the dissolution of the year 
he had not only no cause to regret it, 
but was confident the act was appruvedsof 
universally.« Witii regard to the ])ostpone- 
ment of the private budness by the lastdis- 
^lution, ministers liad beengiiilty of a gross 


ship money that Hampben sustained <1 trial’, 
but to ascertain whether oiNiit, he Jived ip 
a free country. If acts of revenue be. al¬ 
lowed to be suspended one inonrti, why not 
sU ? If six, why iK>t twelve months } 
Some might say, that they lived in a free 
country, but they might with some propriety 
afiirm, when referring to these outrages of 
the law, that it was not so. These are the 
chief grounds, said the noble lord, on which 
I think that his majesty's ministers have been 


breach of faith with hidividuals. If ancU'j guilty of criminal misconduct. Has the 
ent forms be necessary iii th,e couduct of j outcry of ** Np Popery** answered the purr 

pose of nainistera ? It certainly has not, 


l^liaraeDt, w'hy was the huter taken by siir 
frizt} Why supersede the conunon usa¬ 
ges of parba<ncRt }• If forms or ushges. be 
outraged, there is not only an end at once 
* ci parltani^, biit an end of the responsi- 
.bility of ipinisiers. Such wanton abuse of 
Mwer not only cal^d aloud for condemn^- 

- • « . 1 ^ ^ T - S - 1 1 * 


tioa, but also for reform. His lordship, J upon their credulity. Therefore bis lord 

.. - __ , .11 • i*^. - f _ 1 _ 


for those who were deluded have returnei^ 
to their sober reason. Have ministers been 
guilty of exciting these,ouicries and preju¬ 
dices ? We have not as yet .heard any of 
them disclaim .the charge. But the peoptp 
have long ere now discovered .the imposition 

_ •!_ _• _i.. "r«« i.»- I"._I 


^Akoong tlie - enumeration of several acts 
which had severely saf&red by tiie inter¬ 


chip ironically w/sbed to jfearn, bow his ma- 
jcsty*s ministers meant to a^uit qr justiiy 
foptloD in consequence of tlie dissolution ! themselves ou/he occasion ? they ac- 

^ . __^^ I I 1 j X A.til * ^ fA. j j* A * ** 



f^liament, nlentioncd the measifre ! knowledged tfieir faults or deceptions to their 


be had the honour of pfoppsing for 
btitter admimstration of justice in ScA- 
liiuKlheM tmiver^Uy acknowledged 


constituents ?, He wished to. know if the 
Chancellor of * the Uaivers|ty of Oxf(^ ban 
wriueu to his consUiueuts^ the members 
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^ JJniwsity, adn^Jedg'Dg hts miatake cocntnutiication from ttic throne implied 
or d^iusion iki giving them « IW«c alarm ? censure on the gonduct of bis majestyj^ lata 
his majesty's chancellor of the eJcfche- ministers j while, on the* cotittary, 4iis mc-^ 
quer writieii to his constituents «f Nortli- jesty's present gQvcnimenl was stigmatised 
limpton, flcktiowledgnig his error? Had by the amendment, which accused them 
he declared that all tlie hs'ind ViUs of No niauifest miscanduct. He adverted to whsft 
Popery," 3m. weie not sai^ctioned by his had beeu Mid respecting the didereuce^ 
signature, but were forgeries Had he as- one or two words in the speech which wertr 
^ sured liis constituents, that no cause had ever in fact clerical errors and uot originally tlk« 
existed fortlwir fears aiidjlaims ? Had the tended. No part or the speech called for k 
ChaucelUn: of the Unirersily of DQbUn\parliamenUry approbation of the reoenk 
(the Duke ol Cumberland) written to his measure of dissolution. He was free to asy* 
constituents, acknowledging not only the thatS^yvasundout^edJythe righiofthathousa^ 
forgery imposed upon him and the London tK^ thought such proceedings'went: 

Gazette, which ha^ causdll the strange erra- upon qpnstitutional grounds, to impute blame 
/uw that some days ago appeared in that pa- tot’hoae ministers who advised thea^l of. 
per, but acknowledging also the delusion dissol^ng parliament. But no question cf 
w'hich had nearly frightened tlie members that sort arose from the tenor of the speedy, 
of that respectable University from their But on this head pnriieulaily the addre^ . 
propriety ?—His lordship said he had been i meant to arraign tlie conduerpf ministers- 
told that the Secretary of State had recei-^' In the case of Jast’ytSir, there was noreasoa 
ved an address conveying sentiments of a j whatever assigned for the measure of disso- 
very illiberal raturc, saying that the c«tho-' Union ; though it was the more .requisite, 
lies ought not to be trusted wiih arras. He i as the parliament before the last was dissolr- 
hoped it was not true that such a dangerous cd altf^r a proclamation had been actually 
address had been presented from any incor- sued for its meeting on a particular day for 
porafed body whatever. Hfs lordship ex- the dijqiatch of business. For the recent 
pressed liis surprize how it could be possible , case, he only asked of the noble baron to 
for the noble viscount to mistake the inii^^^port it on Ibe same principle he had ' 
port of that part of the speech-in whidi, supported the dissolution in 17S4. His lord- 
mention is.Qia^ii^f the expedition to Tufk- j thip then adverted to those measures of the' 
fy I and he would put it to any noble lord late miiitsteri^ w hich mdse iinWdiatily led 
whether he*believcd that the person who I to the change. And pr.rii«Iar'J);^dvertiug 
framed the paragraph alluded to, did it to the ministerial change, ne obscrvg^,Jf it 
merely for the purpose of detailing the were presumed that from the act of talcing 
facts, or whether they did not believe in office, the present had advised the dismissal 
their hearts it was done for the purpose of of ^he late niinistLT.s, then the former were 
misrepresentation? He vvas tarfiom wish- responsible j but snch a conc]u|ion he was 
ing to avoid inquiry and investigation. On not disposed to arlmit. He concluded by 
the contrary, he wished ardently tor the arri- saying, thal»the measftre of the recent tlisso^ 
val ofthe'periodwhcnwhisperscouldbecircu- Imiqarwas warranted by the necessity of thd 
culatcd with comparatively as little avail as . case. • 

garbled publications. He desired only, in The Earl of Ldu'^erthile reprobated the 
justice to the characters of those naval and late dissolution additionally for* the critical* 
military persons employed, that judgment time in*wliich it took pbice« which aggra* 
'should be withheld until their details of the vated its irtjurious consequences. His lord*-, 
transactions were betbre them. In prose- ship took occasion to advert to the indignlt/ * 
ctfting inquiry he w'onld afford every assis- wdiich had been oflered to his^royal highness 
tahce in nis power. He wfshed that the tiie Prince of Wales, lin j^be proc^ings 0 % 
^whdlc subject might be brought under inves- ’ the Scots Peers election, when the annuncia- 
tigation without'^eiTe, for he knew of lion of his proxies were not received rn the 
nune'lhat Was n^rwafy. * customaiy respectful manfter. Had he ft>r- 

Lord roae'to expkin. Hecaid tuna’.ely been tliere, he should have noticed 

that he'had~read dver the paragp^ph alluded sueb a pointed omission i> a proper tnaflirer z 
to by the noble'baron with the greatest care’he'added, tl^t iisrespect could not l.'e shewn ^ 
ajtd a^tttion, and he iHdnof find one sen- tcifSny one branch of the roj;al family, witb«.|{| 
icnce which appeared^ to convey blame on out at the same time ^reflecting on thepu* 
the advisers of«tbflt ex^dition. igu&t hewl of-it. , . .•* 

• The JLord Chancellor persisted, that the 1 Lord i^wkeshtify defenoM what be 
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Mid in the last session against the dissolution ' Maiquis of Win^tter 
, 1806, which, he argued, was called for ' 

% V 7 nonnecessity, nor was there any assigned. 
loathe present, ministers proceeded upon 
vreat and important grounds. He admitted 
V was an extraordinary measure of the kind, 
and that it could be justified only by the spe¬ 
cial drcumstances of the case, by the para¬ 
mount considerations which would crush all 
the objections to it, and, ministers were pre¬ 
pared to justify it on their responsibility. » 

He expatiated on the*' primary duty of pre- 
aerving the cooftitution oj the country in 
diurch and state, as by a succession jof- la'^s 
established. He adverted to a publication 
not long since by a Roman Catholie 16 Ire¬ 
land, (lir John Throrkmorton) in which, 
among other points which showed ihti^iews 
and dispositions of a part, at least, of the 
Koman Cathqlics*oi that country, a propo¬ 
sition ' was broached of the propriety and 
justice of appointing Catholics and Protes¬ 
tants alternately to the Bishops’ sees in tliat 
Country. •Surely that was enough to induce • 
tile British government to pause, and se¬ 
riously reflect as to its conduct with respect 
to them. He had a favourable opinion of 
the Irish j they w*ere an open-hearted, libe¬ 
ral |^ple, and had his majesty’s late inini- 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

P'riday, June 26. 

At three o’clock Mr. Quarmc, ycotnan 
isher of the black rod, appeared at the bar, 
d in the name of the lords authorised by 


land 

«ers candidly stated to the Catholic part niajesty’s commission, n-quire'd 

them at ^ce, that beyond a certain point immediate attendance of the commons 
they could jot concede, they* would have jp house of peers, to^h'm the cummis- 
b«n more^eW and satisfied w^ih it. than read. The Speaker, and nearly all the 
with the Hiie of JiiroMeding they had K;oiigbt members present, attended. On their re- 


propet-to adopt. With respectlo the con- mrn, the Speaker having informed the 
duct of fcis mqesty, with regard to that house, that the clerk had. according to cus- 


great question, if ever the public opinion in mm,'prepared' a biH to present claudettin® 
this country was clearly prononneed, it «ras outlawry, the same was read a first, and or- 
pronounced' upon that occaMou. There dered to be read a second time. The grand 
were**iome political cgnsideraiion^B with res- committees for religion, for courts of justice, 
pect to the empire, which should be immu- foj-trade, and the committee ot privi* 
ttble, and not subject to vanaiion as stAor- legcg were appoimed. The customary re- 
dinatelawsj such were. n» religion and its solutions relaiil^tu the term of limitation 
co^titution.^ , . ff>r petitions cofnpl^imnjg of undue refurnst 

The question was then put. and a division standing orders of the house weri 

took place, wlfeo there appearep, for the read and agreed to. 

. [The Loro CommisAoners* Speech.]— 

The JSpeaker then acquainted, the hou^,. 
that tbax houFse had b^n m the hotlse 
peers, where the'lords authurisqd by hisema- 
lOQi jesty’s commission had delivered a speech to 
93 both houses of parlikni^e^ of which, to pre¬ 
vent mifiUtkes, he had' a copy. (See 

p. 577) —Afi|1: the Spea^ had read the 
speech. 

Lord NeiOark rose and address^ the bouse 
as follows In rising, sir, to move dn A^' 
dress of thanks to fits majesty Ibr his indst* 
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thrape^ I | iitni^^an of iUi lou 

ratUb degroe. of sohcituderomtrallnlen? Wjtiio this, ur, 4a yet ^ 


oogbt, in ibt arduous task I have underta- approved himi^ as the watCbful Sttitrdlia 
ken. 'Conadous as.I ana. that 1 have but of our constitutional Hght|| and as tSe &2tk» 


4 coliarly the force of this dimculty, when 1 his aliiaa on the continent that mntoa) OM 
have to address you on a question, which understanding and.^nfidenc 9 so easentmtw 
m ly probably occasion a very inaportant an& ^the success of t^e coQFimon canae, next 0^ 
iaterestinff discussion. This edbsideration,] our altemlbn tp his ineffisctual attempt to Oifa* 

. ?. .1 .11. . I 1 . n - « . .1 a.L _ a._i. 


sir> would have prompted me to decline the { 
honor I now have of, presenting myself to t 
your notice, had 1 not been encouraged by | 
the indulgence uniformly shewn by this 1 
house to every gentleman who has offered ^ 
faimsilf under similar cirgumstaoces. with t 


M^n Bisssia and "the Fbrte« apd^, 
JQmtwith the latter power, in whkqti 
eS the necessary cause of invohrl^^' 
|{tb laments, as we have all to lameKi 
Vhfortunate tnsunces, the feiluro ot' 
ant efforts of his navy and anpyi 


this impression on my iitnd, I shall not, sir, the loss of ao many of Im bra^ abd valuaw 
p^c^u(ne to trespass long on the patience of subjects. These reverse# arr I trust, 
the house, while 1 beg leave to c^ its atten- partial and temper^; and it would be In 
tion to the leading points of his majesty's vain to hope for uninterrupted Success, in &o 
ni(ist gracious speech, and to requi^ its extensive a scale of military operations, as 


forme, sir, to enter at any length into the faithful commons, fur their furnishing sueh 
circumstances which led to the dissolution of farther supplies, as may be necessary tor tb^ 
the last parliament, as those circumstances public service; and expresses his convietpm 
have repEsatedly be$o discussed in this housni, ^ the necessity of a careful and economical. 
and are nuwbecometiie subject of,pabhc no- aamimstmtion of them. > 1 am willing ^ 
dMaty. I am^e more dUpos^ to Mid flaKer myself, and moreover to believe, thkt 
di^Bsidh, as it most necessarily the ^tne lau^ble prin^ple (bUl influence 
ifTCVe^ittfs on which £*am awnre there is (he con^djt^f hb majeity^onfl^ntial ser* 
a^edliiwerence of opinion. His rUajesfy vaqls; and airf bappy to ffear, thatt4|^ein* 
lus. itfliis wisdom, thought itexpedieut to qniries into the public expenditure, which 
avail himself of the only constitutional mode were prosecuted in the last p.irliJment, wUI ' 
dfcuUectiacr the sense of his people, by dis- begeVived in this. 1 shall now, sir. detua 


dfci^ectiag the sense of his people, by dis- begeVived 
Ihlvj^t^late parliament, and byculiag (because 
is now convened. ^ thii^ luea- tliatmvbi)iE 
tBiflouse is now, becotn4l|Pe or^n» of slon If h'>b 
eitimiysing'^e and 1 trust toqhplish 

we sI^U, if not by harmc 


|io longer with my observatipui^ 
; 1 make a remark on the conclh* 
i]Mjesty’s speech. He cainTon Us 
amonfir ourseiris a spirit of unldj 


and ^ trust to q||#\4h among oursel a spirit of unldj 
9 vote this and harmony > and when, I would ask, wht 

__.. .A___ ____l.l__ 


night, at least ever such a s&ggesti^u moie seasonable, or 

flr^e', not only ouc^sHHMte attaebmpnt tnom impressive ? We have stiU an arduour 
to bis majesty perMBw&overhmenf, buf conflicts sustain, we haye to withstand apd 
also to those sound coua^utional principles, cbUtiterac® tjje hostility of a powerfot, uiv6« 
exmessed, as they tiavd'been, in the many terate, and rancorous foej and have iqredy * 
Jo^l and ditiiful addresses presented at the need of all our united pnergie^ for the atlgin* 

• .« mi . . • t ^ __A _ r 


ocb a sQggesti^D moie seasonable, or 
impressive \ We have stiU an arduotUr 



nare read oy ms 
tun his nuggsty 
iqg. in cOntorrai 


^his|fftriotUm, to that patePnal solicitude iqg,incOf 
%iid regard for the best interests of his Pro- caused the 
dMfit subjcctM which bos endeared him to bled wl(hc 
• Voi.IX. » R 


4 


4 



ft < . » ► » , , 

«t *50 kBMrUAt # n^poent, 

__t6 tlfo leaBQ of lv> {)«Opie: to ex- 

iafeur slocere Betiffactlon at Kearjng tli^t, 
eveats>^ich led to tlie dib-tplatloii 
the last parllwmentt hh majesty has re- 
vtxl, in i3um^i'<^Addresse'i trom his sub- 
^jActa. the warmest assurances of their atfee- 
^ooate attachment to his person and govern- 
and of their tirm resohition to support 
Ha maintaining «Uie just rights of bib 
ojtra) and the true principles of the consliy 
tioo; and to assufe hi^ majpity that * wf | 
be disposed to aiford bihi ottiyBms|> 
and aliectionate support 
jious circu'nnstances m the 
express to his niajehtjr our 
wledgements of his majesty's 
dness. in having most anxiouslylH^Sby.- 
his endeavours tor the purpose of drawing 
the by which his majesty is con- 
1 with the powep pf the coiitineot, -of 
ng the efforts of those powers agaihit 
amlMtion and oppression of Francej of 
'.forming Such engagements * as may ensure' 
-|^|r continued co eppration, and of esta- 
ffishing t;iat mutual conifdence and concert 
00 essential, under any course of events, to 
‘the restoration of solid and permanent 
tee in Europe; to assure his majesty, that 
would have afforded us the greatest plrc; 

^ e to have heard that the mediatioa under- 
iaken by hifrmajesty for the«pni^se of pre-4 
Wving p^de,.betVeen his mM^y*^ a]ly the ' 
of and the SobVhne Porte, 

^n^plrbved effectual to that important ob* 
'ject: and to concur with his majesty in 
•^beply r^retting the failure qf tbdt media- 
tiODi accompanied it Vas by the ^sap 
Hiitment® of the ei%ts of Ink mafwy*s 
hpdron in the sea qf Marmro|t and pllow- 
ias it has since-•beer) by the iossej^which 
i'ave been sii*-tained by bis gallant tr^ts ‘ip 
■ pt; tQassnre his iiwjesty,that wesbopld, 

_j lamoitted the extension of hostilities ip 

Hy quarter which should create a diversion 
%^the*war so* ftkourable to tlje'views of 
prancebutJlMt we ianaait U tjspecialjy in 
fhe iplktancG of a power .hrith w'hich his 
Uajes^has been aoy:lbseIy connf^cied, and 
irhich has beep so ratently indebted for* its 
j^toctlc^i against the enqrpachip^nu of 
to the signffl and lu^rpo- 

”tioh of his m^e^ty's anAsj and ^L-at we 
nr^iivnh satisfaction, thaPli;^ majesty has 

adopt Sj^ch n)Casu<teV 89 
fgbt best eiralde him, iu concert wltf^he 
l>^r<3rWllus<ia, to't^e advantage of Iniy 
iH^ opportunity r^bringfog the hos- 
itt arc ^ug^ged against the 




with 
bfhi% 
ij^fiirfaitbfal 
^ch provi* 
ks for the 


Sublime Pohe to 9 ' ^ 
his majesty's bonoor, 
ally: to assure his 
commons ^ill cheertuljjr 
sion for the public ser\'ice, 
further appliqition of the sui^fwhM were 
granted in tlf^ last pailiament, as may apMljlt 
to be nectffisar)s: that we are deeply seifly||Ns 
of his majesty s paternal goodness, iu dbft- 
stantly bearing in mind the necessity of d 
careful and economical administration of the 
pecuniaty resources of the country $ and 
that he m‘ay rely upon our proceeding^ with¬ 
out delay, in the pursuit of those enquiries 
connected with the* public economy, whibh 
e^ged the attention of the las{ parliament: 
tra^re his majesty, that we are deeply im- 
with the peculiar importance at 
moment of cherishing a spVit of 
onion and harmony amongst hii people, sa- 
tisfiad as we are that such a spint will most 
^ffeotbally promote the prosperity of the 
oooniry at hornet will give vigoui and effira-, 
\o its councils and its arms abroad, and 
i^alone enable his m^esty, under thebles- 
siAg of Providence, to carry on successfully 
the great co Uest in which he is engaged, or 
tinally toiouduct It to thatteremnatiou whidh 
his n^Tjesty's moderation and justice have 
ever led him to seek-^a peace iu which 
iipi^ourabdtateyests of bis kingdom can 
secure, and in which l^^pd^nd the^ 
piay liop^ for independrace and ' 

Mr, Ha!t seconded the motion 
dress-.^^hough the noble lord had affllHpatt'd 
him wi|kpst poinfs, he would shortly submit 
ta^the house the considerations which in¬ 
duced him to do so Farliatni 
a^embled at an im|>Qftant drisi^^ 
try 

upo^ to 'the'ufmelf &n- 

sequenceand judg¬ 
ment W g ' 
eriions ot the 
augment their 
were also c-illed j 
qf the fiimmss 



^direction to tl 
II as tq sccul 
lonal rights, ^cy 
b«to express their adhse 
ith which, under pec'^idt 
difficulties, his majesty Hhd asserted U|k juft 
lights of the constitution, and^^i/boia'jtjitl- 
bltshineiits which we^^^jbe foanc^tidb,^^ 
our rrvil and Irelii ' 
rogative which tiif 
dicised, waspue oi 

belohged to (he 
of its exerci^ coni 

deliberate consideratioh* lof the neoNsl^j 
which k was deniandea. 'lJuder a jdad*! 
of political and religious cx^sideratkmi;’^k 



les. ThepV 

. ftceoUf**- 
iroportaAt tMt 
ihd the propriety 
imated ^oly; by a 


W finrif to oo«M j CoiMgltMitfe 

b«>p4#'ipipj M'Jhad Jjut laielj aatod w jKM'nwj^t fals tapjaiiy;* .ap^h^ prM 
hfflcoqad^.fdd'kp.oi^ose bis veto to the * 


that th^ were as modb 
continuatipe ofthatcon)r0itt^,''as'^ 
tiem-n opposite.^ So £lf^viltbfiig to';* 
smother it, they advised hflhaisjjetty th* 
pkud the uistitution o£d^-W the* last 
liaroent, and to recommend thatshou 

idi 

sanguinliteni 


iianieni, aiN» w rccuunnciiu ujbi it 

renewed present. Under 

circumstanm, he was not sansuii 



n^easures they were desirous of* intro- 
djicing was not all; it had been 

akld iuanOtS|K^ace,.that the king could 
' no coiifcience, but wh*j was in the 
ng of his confidential ministers. What 

_irons conclusion was *to^)C drawn from 

4^ii8 extraordinary assertion! The voice of 
the people ha^ been sufficiently expressed by 
the general concurrence, which dictated ad- 
dre-jses to Jiis ^ajesty fiom every part jff the 
kingdom. The measure proposed by the 
late administration Was i;incalled for, and UQ 
wHe. Uncalled for, l>eMuse it had b^ 
lately discussed, anS rejected by a large 
iptity of parli^ent j unwise, been: 
cSndeii to raise hopes whgih could 
realized. The refusal of his majesty 
cede to this measure prevented the gradiKxl 
abolitiou of those land-tnarks in,tl^ GdiKfti- 

tution, which were necessffrj'^ tp .its .... 

fence. In thi.s country there ulaft be aielf- .feresslon which threatened lh« downfal 
gious distinction, and the catbbiids must be eveiy independent state ifl Eutbpe. In tW 
contented with the jshare of political power object all parties weA equally inferesf 
which triey now eigeyed; and, therefore. Our country was at stake; and he tnistou; 
by the measure ^whith'lKey proposed* the that but ono opinion rould exist with rfegsfd * 



of it. 
effisctually 


ffie 


ople Were duly sehalftfeilf^ 
e cause Itf which the 
, ^edj and he had do doabt* 
dckeeKuUy submit to thfeisacrifit 
old be necessary for the proaecuf 
He trusted tbeia effo^ might 
liy directed to secum 



]Ate minisleni ^dost the'‘CotiiSdbnce of the 


had^^i Inti 
t statewmah 

but consider as^ttie ^ilot to 
isters; thatmaO whOtfM&stall 
fs by wbidh he wag, i|Mutided> 
in proportion tne exigep* 
iimes, anc) left that qonsfimtil^ 
loved and protected, ^impaired 

those 

banners, the co^ 
tion. Th^' 

! ,to thegenera 
hat theymig 


W^icb we already* ^essGssed,* to.dual 
Us successmlly to oppose that sytlem of l 


to the e\c\tious uccestary for its defepefe.*^^ 



do^estie^ 
^ under his 
'look jtbr 
majaaty to 
people, in (fr- 

*4 A I 


egltny as possessuig ittft^onfidence of a 
bray nation, and to ih^Vifes of Great Bfi- 
.iaffl^as re.idy to afford them the necessary 
aui^h. By the {^mptkudebf their mea- 
>fpi4f thf^Aad already ylfxewx\ themselves 



ahouldr hfe mA) thSm ^ charges and insipi 
tionx^ tbore In H)s Mnjest^’s Spf 

Well ai in the sp^bm of the c . 
tmia I and'particularly of tbfeTasi(. 

m «0 extraordinary, that Iven in Ufm 

ff thqslebate, he could not defefcil^ 
atfmtion of the ROuse to them, xiuf 
4eih3n^utg the jwtke, which his majeaty'g 
'latemiiiisters^adeight to claim, nai 
that If those passaeesKrere meant as chi 


that If those passages i 

emselves th thaJJ they abeuld be &irlyh>rogglu forward; 

if IS indinueiiotu, thev should be ihade qlegf* 

w M e a 'a. . jfl I i i 





il^ they had been 
^i:R^.i4llone could* 
ne^tiation which 
tern^natioa of the 
otwithstandidg all 
dissulutlbn of the last 
had be^ attributed to the ear- 
fi^iriLofthis majesty’s muustetVj. to 


(equate to the 
jaged, B-'* 

g* 

^ntc 
bserted, 



'the same way In wgibh his tamesty’s 
:h tionduded-^nd here, once for alb 
be considered as deqrnlflg his 
/’s speech the speech of the rainist 
hom^ ie was advised* and who 
rds^nsilie for i^ts contents j 
er severe th^^pre|9ieos 
rnight find U'^ht^my to use on ihkr 
I ject, h^trusted dney would.noi; be 
a *11 1^' lu* • 






lp>TSi that 
ai a faithfcd:. of the 

; i^whicb 88;pOSsessiQg a perfect con¬ 
sul his virtues, he was always ready to 
But. the no];te^loFd aad the boir. second- 
))td cooclud^ djtby jr speeches his majes- 
speech' couSuS^. by calling for unani- 
it?. ha^pbe point alone he'^red that he 
' ^ee with them. He agreed with 
that there neve^ was a more awful 
‘ t|ie country' was never in greater 




shetild expose this 

to aH the objectionf-w^ll^'t^Mi^ the^ 
ur^d against it, it com rAolv^ve been 
more, successful than in t^[^%msent in¬ 
stance. The hon. gent. f%a|Kbndcd the 
dissolution of parlicment^^^ it 
been sittings four years } they the 
selves dissolvsc^; & parliament after it 
been assembled only four months, 
hon, gent, opposite censured the dissolution 
which took place at the end of a session 



t ,aDd that there ne\>^ wds a greater/they themselves dissolved parliament in the 

- 1 ^ _ 3 _%___ * I A • _i A& _ a? _ ... • . t . ^ 



ipt unanimity and co-o^i^tion, if nna- 
and co-operatidn c6uld be 
f£.^^at .tbe- time when they 
ilinily> they followed closely 
^the spe^, or rather of the mi 
vwhotp thl^. speech was advised. 

unanimity was. on their lips, they 
ijillitroiduced whidi must necessa- 

' produt^division. ^They had called 
atti^tiop of the house *10 the late dissolu- 
'^Ob'of.parliament, and both had contended,; 
'that the power of dissolving "parliamen' was': 
%n' indisputable prerogative of' ilie crown, 
f^v^n for the advantage of the subjects; but 
ft^itber of these gentlemen bad stated that 
4lds, like every othertprerogative, w'as sub¬ 
ject in its exercise to be considered Yy jiar- 


’Bacnent. The noble lord had bomnr)ene^«4miinod-to unit^ in withstanding all the eiforis 


^ saying, that be would not allude to the 
)hircumstanc^ that led to th^li^ dissolution 
i>f pariiameut : blit in the ‘p^ress of hit. 
^Speech hrfOrgob^Jiisdeterminavitci^ he liad 
^ttatedy'that the measures which produced 
^e dissobition had impet^isly cglledioii his 
Majesty to ^tep forwfrd i^delbace^^fthe 
jrotiBStant e^blishment. , ^h^b^n. seMnd- 
er- had gons more at len^h' into this »rt bf 
the itl^bject. According to him,- not ne io* 
dboduction alone^of tlie measuA.wbi/b had 
wen alluded to, but its introduction anthsuh- 
>S8E|ueat abandonment^ bad pecessarily de- 
tiianded the exercise (if the prerogative, as 
eelE^l^iiied in the dissolution. Kor him- 
a^, ne oanfestiecb that he had scarcely as 
Fevered fn)m the astonishtrfent .which 
that measure had occa^oiud- ^ifad it been 
adopted by afiiy otlm administration tlian 
athepr^MDt, he cdultfnotha'^eaccounteckTor 
ft on any principle of public aecnrity or' nv 
thmal Welfare ; but comiug ihe/gen- 
lltoen opposite,* it was imieed extrkordi- 
oat^! Not a long time had ^elapised unce 
isamment was tibfore dismlved. 0»^h'8{ 
wpoisioi^^diA house had heard acgieat nuTober 
CKjAwerpatieWs from tiw gentlemen oppoJke. 
ffiPvhan hna^atlen^d been tortured to 
- ‘“'“^ioadfcipi^stances, whij^ 


nifddre of a session. The hon. gent, oppo¬ 
site had complained of undue influence ha- 
vmg been exerted against them ; they theM 
l^^shad exercis$l an igfluence not in the 
but in wholesale^ and snch at they 
‘to have* been ashamed of. UnloKS 
[^ent were to say at once, that Ih^ 
preho^tives of the crown ouglit to be cur¬ 
tailed^, and that parliament should be ren¬ 
dered permanent, jt could never be contend¬ 
ed that ,.any dfisblution was beilcr timed 
thaiT^hat which took place under his majes- 
ty'a late tniniatera. ^ At tiie end of a nego¬ 
tiation whieh left little hope of a pence, it 
was sorely adviseable to shew the enemy 
and the allies of (he country, tl»at the king, 
the parliament, and the people, were deter- 


of an unrelenting enemy^ . Never did great 
ei(‘dnanimity^revail than wn that occasion, 
interrupted tml^ by ihosi personal ah4vJb- 
cal diflerences,’which every geiJeraWata^ion 
must njbdhssarily produce. But fw hon. 
gent, v^e^^baite, by the di.ssoIution. which 
they‘advaijBd>*^ad created an inflnlty of pub¬ 
lic and private inconveAiences ^ they>^4n# 
produced the utmo.st disunion, an^lcisbW 
of UDitingflie people, ibey bad, ag</^%r^a 4lt 
fhem lay>'^dlgi tii8ii[fe iis antmedpi^/w 

other againif:'bro- 
pie of Ireland 
I, by !<hew^ 
tl>at the 

>fheir claim.s. wcti 
i)^ time criminal; 
ered, with referei«*f|^. to 
the necessity that existed for making a due 
impression onburallies, it becamfijjtnt more 
so. Could this Be denied ? Let the house 
I look at the ii|fa^of business wflep 

parliamentdifjjttiBmtl the first piece, 
there were theS^Kava greater mm-, 
ber of privaie billsJ BlB ar-tO improve. :the 
agriculture, jncreasei|pPmanuracb|^, «nd 
extend the commer^ Of the country,, than 
in any former parliament. Those <lmlsr' by 
the regjt^tiWs whiohite (loStd Howi^^t^d 


man againj 
ther: thi 
against thi 
me great b( 
were unfavouri 
conduct would 
when it was con: 



ha#ttb^li|Enidftr fi^opose, under the ttdvice table, of East 

of the bi^ea enthoi'ity in that house, had {>any. What the gMtkjuc^ opposite 
been bibught^ahnost to the last surge. On posed to do, he knew ft Bkd bMen 
the '27th :,£^^pr)l, the .dlsaoluiion took the contemplation oT his tddjest/'s hA 
^place; ntftijjtflth nfftfij- thi—nisters^ to profiose some es^ient b/' 

those billshave been received : the the company might have^ ^m Tcitev^'^^fer^ 
tspiisequence^s, that the ^seater part of out imposii^any addit1buafMrdciM.^i|^^:^ * 
:&.«pen8e8 attending them^ad beep paid, people. -proposition hasi^o^'^Jh^l; 

iwSP^that they then had fallen 4o the ground, made, it n^ght have remained a 
^What expedient was to be resorted to in this consideration until next sessloti^of 
case, he knew not; he should be glad to ment; but by the ODurse which ^ia ' 

find, that indivkluals could be relieved fronAty's presfeiit miu^^rs pursued, & not prdi^'' 
inconveniences occasioned by the misconduct sing any meaadro be(<^e ib^ lytb Apm, ^ 
ofhis majest^s ministers. Butilie house must tiling* hj^allowjn^no time for inveaiigatiaqU^J' 
^careful that in remedying a private inepA* ^^b^Sp^duced tliemselres to the nebdnfev> 
^nience, they did pot op4^ a door to .i M jptiBptiiig^ at present, almotr any w|f \ 

evilr and afford I'acirities to subserpientsippi^^ itself. With regf^nl to 

iarn to dUsolvese parliament, withoutthe supplies at thedissolutfOn^tbcab* ' 
a stronger neces-iity fur tile dissolutioit^'-l^ian oessary votes for the different services, 
what had been described by (he nobt^'ldrd the sauction which bis uobje,fluids pita IM 
and the hon. gent, opposite. So'much for^ obtained, nearly sj^'that subj^ot r^st'^ itfi'* 
private inconvenience : -v^h respect to pub* still the Irish money*bilis had been pAg-; 
lie business, many useW measures'.had, sed, and the consequence was, that theHO 
been depending on the . dlssplul^ion );4(ume was not now’sufficient time to«pass thoso 
might he resumed j Others could not. The bills (ihe Irish Custom bill in parriotslu|, . 
Reversion bill was one/ 'pei^aps,. which consistent with tlmse forms which ■ 

might again ^ brov^ht* in. His 'iioble ment had wisely provided;-,aiid which DteWr 
friend's finance pUo, good fai^ to the pub- yet had been departed from. Either the oofrr . 
lie creditor demanded should be speedily lection of that part of the reveniw msnit 
discussed and f-ene^j^. »WUh respect to im suspended, or the forms of parliament 
the Finance Committee, the hoiK Seconder must be violated ; a circumstance which ie 
'seemed to be suaptised thal ministers sMild strongly dejsrqpated. Should,painisters 


lutiou h^ impeded the progress com- At tione of the stthw 

tuitice, and that t^re was nd'li^iliOod of' voted for the.public servids^' 

|ts4abaurs being completed in the. present for no appropriattbndet' 

pesstddr It was a Committee of Enquiry; haa b|p^^'pass^. - Without Mich an act; 
^diQ<d<if^i^ny new members shoedd adddd ^ \Bolemn principle of the cons^ptfibB^ 

the/%e uplictiliou of thos^ums to particnlir- 


result which the reached, .sefmes, was not constitutional or legal. Hb 

without a fresb.jin^ranu^^^^eevidence, readily allov/^ Ihx there might be situa^ 
Asjhe ttons^ which a*^vernment ought ttf uet 

.^^li^ted that^s be, the»mp without the suppo^of law, wReu the state* 

' mjeanbr^rs uwld n« they ser^|sf requir^ i£ suSpebsion*; but then. 

^ .atould be chosen not by ba^t; thase sittiitions mtwt be unforeseen and' tne-^ 

u^is case, they might/^erhaps, prosecute viteble. If a inimstry, with their eyte 
chief ofijects of their enquiry with ef- open, placed themwlves itf a aitualtoii te 
fecy nmg^hstanding the serious interruption ^ich, on tbeone mnd the law tnuat ds 
which they*had e^erienc^.. With respect, broken, or pn the other the country must be 
- - to the membersi^gfajhich tebypmmittee was ciraangered, the exercise of their discretibtt# 
becoxhposdd^Mn^S^ctS’nl been lately in uch a case, called fo? the most solietea 
dsreioped in^M^NWTHepiKt of the Com- censiderati^n ot pariiaoneni. Aq^, 
mintonmof^^^^glFInquiry, which mighty ^Ist purpose^ad all these roischiefe bteo^ 
Tendeu^ssaryjpIP cbaiige in the mem- «asioned«? Ibe bon. Seconder had 
Jbi^s.r Still more, bli the 27tn of April, par- Ant an attempt had^Been fbaSb b^ tbe^plp 
was d^solved ; on the 24th of April, ministry to Ibreg^e conscieBeeof tfab 
.^ vihi^bad beA alarming accookits laid on the an assfttioB eom^ei^ 



. . . . 

for it in the last. His Jata minh* 

ter's would scarcely have objitcted to t^ieir 
own measures. No necessity^ ^^refore, did 
exist. Wli\, then, did they step? 

lu order tint an appeal shooUQvmade to 
the penple, as it was st«ted iWS{tAiajes^*a 
speech, while/ecent events wfite tre:>h 
thcir iccnlJectiop , in olhei words, dojliif 
the pievalence^nf that base cry, whichj*^ 
was hnpi^d, uould have an influence on tnn« 
elections He defied any other mterpreta- 
ng any procLO^ng of govern-Uion to be made of this ptoceedmg . dl- 

^ Kw though, in his majesty’s spt. cb, there was 




; 40 Q|«)ed tliat thmfrere of the 
purogative which were per&nal and 
1, ind having thus brot^t his cna- 
itico a state ofVesponsibility, tbe hon 
maiDtairtedjj^t tbe late ministry had 
led their and had asked the 

of comm^SfrlS^ronounoc him guilty 
p^pot guilty While he^ossessed the pow 
lit speech, he would piotest against a 
|Nd^iple so fatal to hberty of de^te, as 
tli^t uphetdte the kon\?nt. If the house 
urere canvassir _ 

ment, were they to be btop^^ by being 
that itwab tlieactiiotcof the ministrw. 
:of the mondreh ^ If so, then &re4^1! 
freedom of dehberdtion, .and »» 
fo the peisonal sccuiity of the 
Inmself^ howevt r convenient' 
dpetnne might m the moment jppe^ 
CMsequence^f \* Vs ere too obvious to 
tthutration. A cfissolution of parliament 
must alwajs be mcontcnlent, and at that 

C tod of the session at which tiie late disso- 
on took^place, more inconv^enicnt th iii at 
pay other. In the ipteicsting debate on 
liUs subject, which took phee in tbe year 
\78d, an opinion vas quoted of lord bo- 
marsh's that his majesty^ during a session of 
parliament, bad no power to dissolve the 
parliament With all the dcfcience whicl^j 
am* due to the abilities of so able a lawyer, 
and so great a statesman he confessed that 
dtfiere 44 /cat]y £.om lord on this 

iKHnt The- sthu^cst iiccesvi^>igy£ht, in 
ms ppjw^n, exist a dissolutton/c^ing a 

jpeasiun of parlnment, namely, such alifier 
mice between the two houses, as shoul 

g edethe progress of public business 
owcverthi^ assertion of lord Somers s 
sufficient io shew the extreme inconve 
^latrcsulted trrim a dissolution fii tbe 
2i a session, and Aiat siu h a measure 

to be resorted to wwVoti the inosturgent 
^neoessity. Now, Mbdlitecess'ty existed in 
tbe present snstance ^ jTiie hon seconder 
declaicd tf^t thebte minsters had proposed 
measuics replete with cifmger to tfie p^nUs 
'tant establishment 'wW then ^ Ti^ose 
f 4 mnisters^had^becu tpmed out. the hon 
had himself gta/d, they had lost ^he 
,confidenceof*piiliamcnt What intenup-^ 
isoci therefore was expedient ^ Whatilie- 
was therd fur a dissolution > rlhe 
bouse weie now told, that they were filled 
merely fm a montli. td wind un the I 
luislnes* of tbeiastpar1iainem,pud thelLto* 
Lomm i2f at^onth would be su 
icunt/or that purpose inkhe piesent parlis- 
tacAtl 4 pi<^nt|)ewouJd bj^ been sufficioid 


lidlt 


something like »p attempt at this, and m the 
noble loids address ^nuch more In hjp 
fs speech, ji^liamcnt vs as called up- 
^C^uppoit him in n>«iintaining the 
id^ls of his Clown aiid^ne true priD4 
Ifivff the con*titution * This pas-iagp 
-w&SeMnpletely esplamed by tlie conclurt of 
ministetb, as evinced in their advertisemcntb 
|nd publications, and in the spctchvs of to¬ 
night, the only purpose of which seemed to 
be^ts) excite that divibion in the couutiv, 
which, tf It were not produced, was owing 
to tbe good sense of the people, and not to 
the pnident conduct of administration 
When tbe bouse recollected all that had 
been Slid about the Coronation Oath, was it 
not manifest to them, (bat on attempt had 
been nnd^o alaim the nation, w ith au idea 
tli^^e late admrniitration^^ad endeavoured 
to force tbe conscience of the kjng Ab to 
the measure pioposed having been incompa- 
iible witlhtbe CorDnation O ith, no such ap- 
pjehcqfiayi could be enteitamed by anv one 
whose mfnd was larger than the mind of a 
child Did the learned gent opposite meatf 
to su), dial any measure favourable to thd 
catholics would be against the CorenatLOn 
Oath> Did he say, because the 

king had to itain the Protes¬ 

tant Religitpi^ by W established, that it 
would fie cuja^jf «Mhg Gotetiitioii Qath^ 
jf cprtain dbsuiv 


nous to seel u left, to 


sc 

fo 



t^es existed 
a? tbdh ? 




n&eless proposition ub^unv 
{ what had Ixcti'the efiec 


could bupport^f 
effect of the s^peal 
of similar stauitex m Iieland ’ It theielwc 
the learned gent opposite renounced such 
doctrines, why intioduce this *pi^sge* into 



Jus majest} 
taking ad 

must occasion ^ Tha; 
surd if th/ la-it 
earned the bill wind 
them, thcie dugbtlurb been some'^ea 
this expressiyii, but as thart bill bad bCfPI 
withdraw n,l{^w could bis ma)ebty's {uiftwto^ 

. 1* 



the purpose ojf 
olaim which \l 
wps most 
commons kid 
ad p ot^osed to 



\^f{^ :h 





» i I 






w^tSi^tninon decency assert, tbattbe disso¬ 
lution had been rendered necessary “ for 
the mainiehance of the just rights of the 
crown, aJ#:^ true principle of tne consti- 
tution.'’‘/®|^Quld ask them, did they se- 
Jriousty bdiirt;^tnat tWs lim'rtwl extension en- 
d^jgered elmer the w'elfare*ot the king- 
or the safety of t^je constitution ? 
wished the lion, secbnderdiad, in hisob- 
'■^erVatioiis on the subject, consulted the feel¬ 
ings of those gentlemen below him. Al- . - - --— 

though he (lord Howick) should belie thflWtonishment hajiWtot ceased. Serious, indee^. 
whole of-his political life, if he were to wot^ ihose'^n-^equencjfs have bt^n, 
consider Mr Pitt as the extraordinary states- •^e^ynipts wifich had been lately madc^^^ 
qOan whi* h he had been represented to hayC ii]fcte^to the,people of England a ratW^ < 
been by the hon. gpnt, bftwas yet aw'aretbkt fm'^il^mosiiy'against the catholics of 
be possessed great qudliti« and splendid 6^ timihqpeeded ; had th^^y raad^ Endand*; 
lents; atid he could have wished, that the hoff.| ^inl|^f Orange Party against tbe^lrUh, and 


kttd, th^^ Irelaod-<!bbtd' nbt^ W , 

without tome* ct^ncessii^ c^ .that" m 
when h^recollerted thgt tlw ^dble ^d 
pledged himself to the executioner 
measure ; that tor that he rebtaved^; 

valuable consideration it 

enabled tO complete die*^ion of 
kingdoms; ^hten he recollected tb( 
and considered the consequences that 
have resulted in Ir^nd from the faibs] 
the measure yvkict^ne bad proposed, bsi'«a^ 


gent, bad not passed such aaeverecenst^UpoU' 
him as he had done, in asserting that any ^r- 
6on who proposed indulgencies to the Roman 
catholics, was guilty of an. attempt to uodeiir 
mine the pro(e<.ianc estahilBhment of .the 
country. On this subject he coultbwitbj 
confidence appeal to the recollection of the* 
houhc, whether an. extension of privileges to 
the catholics had not been supported by Mr 
Pitt, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Burke, three nien, 
whose talents, whose wisdom, and whose 


'liRUght the irish. that not tr'fiiug difficultiea 
alone stood in the way qf t^r claims, but. 
the general and^ United op^sition of the 
whole country. tlie public declarations 
and advertisements in all parts of the kin|^ 
dom, not excepting Northampton, the Mte . 
administration had been arraigned as peridii* 
ally opposed to the king, and the ^oplc fVdkre- 
cailed upon to decide between’them 
their sovereign. Never before jdid a |nb*.. 
ceeding take place so injurious to the r ep oto 


experience, were as great, or perhaps great-ijwen of the royal person himse|f! To thd 

er; than those ot any triupivirase tliat^ ever ^ .' 

existed. The pfesent government was*Strh- 
|io.<ikd of the followers of Mr. Pitt, and 
tht-refore tl^ hon gent, had cast a censure 
on the living as well as on the' dead. For 
liis part, when he called to vbb( < miyd 
the former (!onduct of the ibdmdhals of 
his majesty’s present adminikrationA he 
'Could not but w'onder.-‘after the Cry that 

S Aad endeavoured, to raise, how tliey 
come dowA^' with' 

countenances unblliiniqawrl''dw fear and 


shame. To speak 
4‘HEnkly was-fnefl 

m resent—wh^’ 
[if the learne 
inne be.did nottUi 



. to speak' 

a bfisis a« 
ecied the coiv 


ihOl, at which 
i^iftK-rference iiMhe 
jecessaiv-^when'he 


pjIlMs lant estabbshmenfnecessaiy 
re^l^ied h*<s conduct in J8()l> uti the inA{ 
tro^Qc^^n^f a measure mudi more exten¬ 
sive than tbit proj^sed by ^ jate admini^-i couki aggravate the conduct of his miyesty'a 
'tratioD, he but l^pi^^inrsuaded that gowrntueul, it was tha^ these veiy 


rltelio^ln the exis- 
Ihe ajmrehensTon of 

ufjl j:ix 


'the learned ge^ 
teocu of 

which ':h^ad ^^fiUj^ted diifuse. On 
t^ samp^rincipl^fWiien he ^collected thel 
hAs^i^s which kikd been recommended by 
ihe npbjle lordjpppusite (lordjCastlereagh) as 

to tire tranquility when 

leco]le 6 ted the declaration of that iioblfit 

r ... ■v . . • 


sentiments avowed by the present admiiiia* ’ 
tration, lte'%id three distinct ^and d^ided 
objeCtionk|^iThe first fras^ they' had 
declara4Mteunconstitntit^ialdoctriqe, that the 
king^uld act without any adviser ; 
soiim that they had violated the^freg^om'hC. 
eicewon ; mdera, within these m da^,, 
silMar infinence had been JcndeavOured' t:6 i 
be\xtended to tb^-present question, and It !; 
haoveen' asserted, that whoever vQted eii' 
the ^ress'against thebqgislx of the preset 
mifristers would vote against his tnajes^, 
and bring hun lovrial: his last objeodon 
was^dhat they liaHlendangered the personid 
secufiy of the kuisIliimself.Thts was thefifit 

ty IM bver been advised' 
peal to the people; 
at the moment, it whs 
ight hfcmafter lead, to 
eaces. If any dii^ 




bis niaji 

ike # personal 

rever CQRVcniehf 
* 

recedent which 
most fatal qr .sec 


nS 


will* before opposed a dissolution at a 
voilpble ppriud shoafd dare to advise Ifia 
sty to ^tssnlve parliament in 
st'of assession, and' then astert, tba^ 
material incestff^nteflbe would 
to the pul^ic seralro. With rCspect 
infiaenhe of th^rown, ft^sad beefretetbS*’ ' 
ed during thell^electioD^ in a most dneai^i 




Commmk^s* speech, 

•ib 

g M>maBiier. In thi* country to a greet 
oe, but in the sister kingdom most un- 
, both in temptation andin threats. 

Qin borough iif Ireland, a candidate had 


[ the purpose of drawing closer the ties by 
which his majesty is connected with the .pow¬ 
ers of the continent; of as^istW the efforts 
of those powers against the s^nbition and op¬ 
pression of France 5 of fornsU^'inch engage¬ 
ments as rnayinstire theircootinoedco-opera- 
tion i and of Hestablisliing thaTmutiial confi¬ 
dence and enpeert, so esscniial under 
course of evepr^ to the restoration of a WjUd 
and permanent peace in Furoj)e’*. Cerfaip- 
Jy he, in common with *1110 re-i of his ma- 
iiaotber mode of in&ienco of public notoriy jesty’s late ministers, folt the necessity of 
ity, which be would menfisn • it was thf cultivating the connexion, and drawing 

g tter, dated the *^5111 of*April, lord closer ihc ties b)" which his ni:ij'-*sty was 

awkesbury to the lords lieutenants .of c^n- 


‘ 2 single ejector to ^’ote against him ; 

be bad be egtyi d, that in another popu- 
.W contest tiy’crown solicitor had gone 
And iofonned 1 %. Grogan, that the 
Iprfeitiire of hts estates would be enforced, 
mlesshe and all bisjenantry voted for the 
.^ivtrtans of governmeV. But there was 


:ttef respecting the volunteers. Lord Hawses^ 
boiy stated, that it was intended toipr^^ 
pose to^rliament, to restore their iPiiy 40 '^^ 
aoeb volunteers as came in after a certain p^.| 
nod, anda^pto r^-appf>lnt the inspecting 

(lord Howick) 

understood, had since'beeili done. Now, let 
ihe house consider the date of tins letter. 

■Oto the 25 th of April, the socretar}' of state 
itedares, that it wasjniendesi to propose a 
certain measure to parliament. In two days 
afterwards parliament is prorogued, previous 
to its immediate dissolution ; so that the 
noble secretary must have known, that he 
' deprived himself of the power of proposj^g 
the measure by advising the dissolution. 

The rt‘*toralion of the inspecting field offi¬ 
cers Win A^^st objcctionabl^tep. He had 
never met •^^'ifh a single otficer 

wfw,,ditf not hold*lhese inspecting pfiicers 
>a the utmost contempt : they bad nV com- 
mand.t. they were not even empowefjvi to 
order the Volunteers to con>e to be insfi^p'^ed. 

From the l^rge Stalf which was attached to 
the British army, consisting of Adjutants, 

QuarVer-Mi‘>lers, .lJrffr:Kie-Mjjnrs, Jkcj sure¬ 
ly some better inS|>ecu>rs might be sefectfed : 

•yet, but then this was d\ iibjcct of great pa- them into a war, into which their own in- 
• fronagel Jnst at ibe^lfme of the 'i^neral clinatinns^4ihd,,4ntei^fl would not induce 
ciecttoii a hundred new offices weiji to be 
Asthbuted, and*t|i'csc tVspectois of ^t^tions, 

Af so they wfifre, in fa^, were eich t^4)ave 
iillowapces, ™king-tlje whole’^ ex¬ 
pense to l)>e nation be^een ‘S7 and 40,0001.' 
a yew/for no adyanJ^ige whatever! iVkis 
was the little beginning of these n^fghty^ 
cneinies to patronage : m(»repuru and</<!lna- 
dulterated jobs n^ver existed than Ihtife a|>- 
pototR^Us—There were other |>a|Vi -of 
maJ^^ty's speccdi, on the tTxact puf'jfort 
4Mf which he entertained somy duulAs,\*and 
^ -of which be wlsk^ed fiv-nn explanation. I’he 
.^Imse was told, “ that Vis niaje'riy’s endea- 
WMUS bad been fiosi anxiiiasly tmjjkfyed for 


by wiiicn Jus iiiMj' 
bound to the poweitf of tlje continent as far 
Ss was consistent ^ith the security of Great 
Britain" 7 >(it he wishetfto ask whcih-T, by 
this pas?;age in the speech, A "’as meant to 
insinualo, that tl^'.Jnre govcrninent had neg¬ 
lect^ to do their duty on this subject r lie 
wjsrnoie desirous to know this, as the sub¬ 
ject had been publicly agitated. For h«s 
part he declared, that iie should be mo,t 
glad’ that every thing wiiicli the late mini¬ 
sters h.ad done, in aid of the powers of the 
continent, should be submitted to the con¬ 
sideration of the house and the public. It 
would then bo found, that no rational etfort 
ha<i been omitted to draw closer the tics of 
connexion, and more especially between thi.s 
country niid Uussia He would boldly and 
brtWdjy Slate tins, in an.s>^^er to any .a.sser- 
tions that might he hazarded of an opposite 
tendency. If ministers countenanced any 
insinuation of this nature, be hoped they 
would have tlie manliness ojienly to avow it. 
With r^ard to subudies to Foreign powers,^ 
he thought that there were ocrastoii.s in which 
subsidies, and even large subsidies might be 
advantageously employed j but he aUu thought 
(h.it it was moat impolitic to give subsidies to 
Foreign poW^-s, for the purpose of thawing 


/• 


them to entefv Whilei therefore, hcjiUt- 
cd that the late government had negldlKed 
n<^pradent mcniu of ct^tivating a condexion 
yvlth the coriiiceatal.powers, he wouk^also 
.state, that ip tlie present circumstances'*of 
this country, and of the worjdj due caro 
slioitld be taken that any assIl^tanCe Avhich 
.might be atifordM to • yowers, should 

not be affi>rded to tjsoa^^ whom it could 
not be used at all, or to those by whom It 
would be misapplied. was imlispensibly 
incumbent ou us to wealten as po.psi- 

ble the meads which wc pO'»sessed*?^f sup¬ 
porting a profracted coniesi,* (for his majes¬ 
ty's speech l) 4 d put an eud toMl appreheusion 


r 
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of a separate peace) j after 14 years of expen- ^ 
sjveiWar, this country had reason to expect 
that the continent would take a share of its 
burthens, wliipi) its own defence rendered 
necessary. His majesty’s speech contained 
a paragraph wMch lamented the rupture be¬ 
tween Great ^rTtaiq andTurfey; and ano¬ 
ther, \irhich related to the uuibriunate events 
by which it was followed*, one could 
'Hiigret^iinore than he did the causes which 
produced^^divi^njn between two powers 


into the* gaann^r in ’which that E^pedittlia 
was arrang^; into the original pofib^'^df 
an attack on Egypt, and the tn|de 
which that attaclc was conducted.—Aavert- 
ing to the changes whicly> 7 f^was apprehep« 
stve the present adniiuiF-Jra'tion would make 
in our military systenf. he\reraarked, 
by the new arrangements iq Scotland, 
recruiting had encreased ihim 26to4dptt 
week $ and in England considerable benm 
had bMn derived fif^m it, although at the 


uwiw\.v4a twv/ i uewii uwaivgm ai 

whose interests ought to he deemed insepa- most unfavoural^l^ season of the year. Ha 


rabJe. But he asked the hoQ. gentlemen op¬ 
posite, if in the manner the sal>ject was 
nieutioned in the speech, it was intended 
to in.'iinuate in the qjmoterft degree, tliat tlie 
unfortunate rupture with the Porle was to be 
attributed to the late ministers? He dej>re- 
catud the mode of iutrodueing this topic into 
the speech in such a manner, that it could 
not be discussed without involving in the dis¬ 
cussion the conduct of Russia. Tiie late ad¬ 
ministration were placed in this dilemma, 
cither to suffer the great unfairness which 
must result from absmining from any de¬ 
fence, or to defend themselves by calling 
into question the conduct of Russia, our 
best ally. As to Uuikcy, was it meant 
to.be inferred that the late government had 
asked too much or too little ? Whenever 
the documents (of which his majt^y’s pre¬ 
sent ministers wer#pussessedf'sbould bep'><f- 
duced, nothing woold be found in ihnrii 
inconsistent •wiih the policy of union, 
uiodpration, and good faith to Russid and 


tha Porte. Was it meant lo charge the late^ dangerTi’esultcd to that country J'om, the 
ministry with mkconduct on this head ?Tintrodrfction of the measure which l^fWord ' 


Hopedihat gentlemen^opposite would 
ndt rashly alter In? right lion. Frierid’s plahlf 
bufVould give it the fair trial to which 
^dsjusftyentitled. He wished also to kiiovV^ 
03 90 |in as, it would be convenient to m'ini- 
sters^tell him, what was to be the precise^ 
extent of the regulations in the Volunteer 
System mentioned by Iord,Haw*kesbury ijt 
his letter ? He feai;ed they wotild be expcii-* 
sive. The Saving mnde by his. right hon. ■ 
friend’s regulations amounted to pOO^OOOK^a 
year. Was it Intended'to restore «ome, of 
all of this? In that ciiAe,' he should move 
for new estimates. Above all, he hoped th# 
house and the publio w'onid deeply considei’ 
the effect of the systeqj of the late admini¬ 
stration, and the probable effect of that' 
whith would be pursued by the present. If 
it were still contended, that under the late 
ministers, the Volunteer sy.etem i^d d eclined , 
lei evidence J>^^dduced toproyc 
tion.-—fiecoiider of theliddte.-ys, ia 
alliulindm Ireland, had s*ar(‘d, that gj^at 


Aye, or No ? If so, let there be an inqui¬ 
ry. There were modes of inquiry w'hich 
prevented disclosures iiiimiciil lo tlie public 
interest} theappointment.of a Secret Com- 
iniliec would obviate every dillicultyof that 
nature. If a charge were meant to bo made, 
be owned he was surprised the charge 
should proceed from She thmuc} he deeply 
rogreUed the failure of our arm> which hiid 
been alluded to, but notice of such a failuiY| object J[f th\ir tboug 
WMs iaa*Hy unprecedented in a spct:ch froniMinchpnxiety cauld 
ihp^Smg. After the atFiiir-* of i^e Helder | si^je£j,.‘<i-He should b 
andFerrol, ^ tlie loss of Corsica, and on 
other tliilS^iToiAi events of the last war, he 
was not aware^l^^ &y exp^ssions of re¬ 
gret had been so stij<nbu.dy introduced into 
Ills majesty's speech } be must suppose tltere- 
fore, thnt in tha prcsetit instancep ihcy were 
intenc^d t^^fonvey a charge on the late ad- 
If so, he repeated*, that they 

dc.s- 
aud 


challenged the sti^ctest inquiry into the 
tinatiop of the ixpedhion to 1X11 key, 
WoL. IX. ' 


l^flord 

Howipft) had had the honour to propose.' 
To him it appeared, that the dangcrresulicd 
from the faihire of the measure, and not* 
from it^ntrofTbetion. fl^earnestly pressed'» 
his i^ajesty's ministers to* attend to the 
advice*of an hop. now unfortunately ' 

no lon^V'a member 7 )b parliament, the late 
^ttornewGcneral forlfeland (Mr.Flunkett), 
and to ig^e Ireland fie ft«at*Hnd,the la.st ^ 

s. He believed too'" 
t be ^liewn on . 
.■glad to bq?r‘ Aat 
soiiAs^slem of concili:^ioj^ was proposed,. 
He diSnot allude to any extension of. mdul* ■ 
g/ned^^ut to other regularjons which might 
Iraoqulliae th*e people. . If circumstances * 
of disimtent were seized hold of by |h« f; 
enenrmfthe coTisequences might beimpor-.A', 
tatuly/i\uriou|, *and against these cause- 
qiiei^ccs l\ wished to tfftard^ls majesty*'S^\‘. 
present minktry.—Ofneutral nations jjoi-' 
thing, was uthd ii# his majtsty’s speieGhV 


O C 
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noble lord had if^troduoed a variety of topics 
into his speeebi be should endeaVoer to 
follow him through all upon which be had 
touched, in the best manner be could; and 
here he could not bat observe, that the 
great object (Of the''noble^ lord, the sole 
point to whiUi he seemed to wish to call the 
attention of the bouse 'was, the dissolution 
of the last 'pariiament. That, with th# 
exception of a few topics JntroducedHowaftTa 
the conclubion of his speech, ^f which he 
should take notice befoie he sat down, 
constituted the gravamen of his accusation. 
The noble lord had thought it necessary to 
guard himself a^iftst any insinuation, that 
bis observations^applied to the speech, as 
the speech of the king and not of his 
miQisters, as if any persdii could suppose 
that any other ^than the king's ministers 
were lesponsible for the contents of the 
speech. The noble lord, however, had 
admitted, that Ibeie could be no doubt of 
the prerogative of the crown to dissolve the 
pafliamenl at any time, though he had 
refern'd to an authority upon the subject, 
which he had no sooner quoted than he 
rejected. But whilst the noble lord had 
I—of cours-se, he meant a political enemy denied the doctrine laid dowm by lord .‘corners, 
onlyj and yu*t he would oppose none of he endeavoured to extract our of it a princi- 
tbeii measures \.’'hich appealed calculatAd to pie that might bear upon the question 
serve the country. ' If he was an enemy to j b^oto them, propriety of the exercise 
on adminjsiration engenaie^cd in couit intii- 1 oT Ihe prerogative ot the^irown in dissolving 
gue j Sn enemy administia* 

tion composed of men disagiWuMr with one 


whet) he recollected that the late adminis- 
li^ion had been told by the gentlemen 
<ipp{*ite, that they had sacrifiped the navi 
gallon l.iw'8, and that they had provided 
Tnadequ;tic nit;^ to resist the French block¬ 
ading deWLC of Vlie 21st of September, 
he was supused *al this omission. He 
ttusted, that the learned gent, opposite 
^Would confess, that he had form’cd an erro¬ 
neous opinion, and that the latter measure 
especially, was not qJtite so inefficient aa 
he had announced it tte be. The hopf 
seconder spoken.of the a^e!H that had been 
hiade to th^ people, andot the multicudd of 
Addresses that had been poured in irom 
ev«ry quarter } of the loyalty of those ad¬ 
dresses he had no doubt; but -if Wesrp 
meant to insinuate, that in those qd^repses 
ffie people pronounced the late ministers 
enemies to the icing and the Protestant reli¬ 
gion, he wtTuld appeal ,fiom the Addresses 
to the result of the General Election—-a, 
result so highly favourable to the late admi- 
nistraiion, notwithstanding* the beastly cry 
No Popery.’* which had been raised 
agau.-ist them. To the present administra¬ 
tion he had a>owed himself to be an enemy 


the 

the 


prerogative ot the^iro^!^nin dissolving 
parliament, must ever depend upon 
ciicumstanccs under <(bich such a 


another} if he was an enemy toanVidminis- prerogative might be exeicised. In discus- 
tratipn which did not possess the cot ifidencc^ sing this point, the noble lord had contend- 
of Akcouniry; if he was an eneii^ loan ed, that the pierogaiive had been properly 
admiuistration, of the first man ONsuhom exercised in liie dissolution of the former 
he would say nothing—it was bec^se he parliament, but that the late instance of 
wa^convinced that such an adcnin'^itration its exercise was founded upon an abandon- 
was pregnant"wiflT ihe greaftst d^^vgers to ment of eveiy sound principle upon which 
the king and the consiiiution.—^Th^ noble that prerogative of the crown oiiglit to be 
lord concluded by I/o^^ng, an amei^.dment' regulated. .In the state in which the parlia- 
fiimilar to that movec^ ifi the Ilousc^jfet Lords , ment and tUg countiy were placed, when 

that event took place,nis majesty’s minlfiters 
would not have done their duty, if they 





.« 

in 


4t have Xad let a moment pass without appealing 


bv carl Fdrlesate, sa* p. ■SH 2 . 

' The W ike ExM 

reply, observed, ikii whatevjfr mi ,, - ,,_„ 

bceen (he nionner sfi Which his roSiesty^Ao the people. It was in that sensoW duty 
' rainistfjrs hod comef into power, the p*pe<^ I he acted,, when in conjunction witK his 

colleagues, he had advised hi^maj^esty to 
dissolve the parliament at tVie earliest mo- 


of the noble lc«*d/had shewn that i|fc^'^*t)uld 
not meet with his approbation, th^)ugh^c 
Jiail declared that, in consequenc<l.,ylbf thp 
stale of public aflairs, he should y4ive his 
sqjjwjrt to any measures that niu^ht be 
5)rovight forwartl for tho n&iional liltoierest. 
From the Tnaixi^ncr in wihrlj the lord 

had concludi^^^hl'i’WJ;^^ch, lioweoior, In^ did 
nqjt tlimk that he took the prj-^per course to 
carr)' that darhiration |nto tateoc. As the 


Vito I 

■V. 


ment, when mat metjgpc'itbuld be resorted 
to without any material interruption to 
public business (Hear \ hear! from the Op¬ 
position),* He repeated, the-* it w'as the 
duty of his majesty’s ministerial-^ advise the 
dissolution binder the existing circdiostances, 
I'he noble ^ord had enum(fratcd the circum* 
stances a^er which UAt measure was 
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adopted, for tbe purpose oflcondemning it; 
but he was prepared to confend, that these 
veV/ circumstances were a justification of4t. 
The noble lord had stated, that the parlia • 
inent had been then but recently chosen, 
and that that was a rea^n wb; it should not 
• bare been dissolved; but in 4^5 mind the 
circumstance of its having been so recently 
chosen, and the circumstances ,under which 
it^dheen elected, were a good ground for the 
dissolutioiys^b^g^RfvHle lord had argued in 
support of the preceeding dissolution, that 
it was necessary to give to our allies, and to 
Europe, a proof that the king and his 
government were suppoi;ted by a united par¬ 
liament and a united people.« The noble lord, 
whilst in office, witn a parliament in which | 
he encountered ^o formidable opposition, 
except upon the iron taXj^whcn ministers 
usually divided in the proportion of two to 
one against their opponents, felt it necessary 
to dissolve parliament, in order to shew to 
Europe that we had a united^ parliament. 
But die noble lord could .see nothing tn ^he 
last parliament to justify such a measure; 
nothing in the manner in which tbe question 
that led to it had been brought forward, 
nor in tli .2 manner in which it had been 
supported; nothing in all these circumstances 
to shew any. ground of apprehension for 
the permanence^f government; nothing to 
shew tliat his majesty’s goviffnment raigJft 
be prevented from the efficient administration 
of the public#ffiiirs. But he would appeal 


to the house and to the country, if any 
reason existed on this ground for tbe dissolu 
lion recommended by the noble lord, which't privaie^ills. and certainly no man rdiild ima- ^ 
was not strengthened and confirmed, as gine^luit a dissolution in the middle of a se$«' 


not the king been represented as thfe sole 
barrier agaibst this measure ? Under these 
circumstaqces nothing was so tweessaw to 
the character of the king fs such au a;^eal 
to his people, in prder to .shew that it was 
not the king alone who was the obstacle to 
the indulgences, but jlie great majority 
of the nation.^ On these grounds it 
was, that the dissolution had been resort¬ 
ed to; on these grounds he was con¬ 
vinced that it wquid appear not to 
^ objectionable, k nvght be a question, 
wether such^ & "measure was justifiable 
at ^ny particmlare time? *And .here he 
must observe, that, if the opinion of the 
people was to be taken upon the bill intro- 
ducfiA by the late ministers; if, upon the. 
o^stL which had been brought forward 
•ayewemy for the purpose of forcing them 
back into office, it would- be most properly 
done at the nearest possiMevilme, when • 
those events were ftill-werent in their me¬ 
mory, and whilst they should he able to form 
their judgment, with most accuracy^aud cor¬ 
rectness. The noble lord had oI)jec(ed to o 
passage in the speech at*the close of the last' 
session, wdiich stated that the session w'as 
put an end to at a time when that could be- 
done without inconveiifencc to publio'bmU 
ness^ But that was n question of a relative 
or comparafne nature: he could state, with 
confidence, that no inconveniences had arisen 
from the dissolution commensurdte’wMv^be 
great important of calling d iiew’ parlia¬ 
ment.^ Tlie*nobie lord hachfiist advecteci to 
the incMivenience that arose with resi>ecT to 


strengthened 
applied to the late measure, by the manner 
in w'hich it had been opposed. On that 
ground alone he might rest the necessity of 
culling a new parliament. Bqt the house 
must see that .this was a question upon 
which his majesty's . minister^ must have 
decided before they «came1flTo office, and 
not after. They were not so blind to the 
situation in which they would be places’' 


as notjp have made their minds, in castf^^y ih 
it sfitfuld be necessary, to call a ney^ rwirlia- ai to 
menl, and to appeal to the of the iiifbn 

peopitf? would be the situation of whiefi 

the king, if Bij^mKisters iad nut made 
this appeal to me^^nse of hi.s people ? 

Had not his maj.esty b^n held up as the 
sole obstacle to an'cxtensioii of indulgences 
to agreat of his subjects, and against 

the upinj^h of his late ministeiv, who had 
pressed the meagre as indispensably neces- 
aary to. the iuLer^sts of the eixwire ? Had 


• bion would not be attended with some incon¬ 
venience ?o the parties, though not to the 
extent stated «by the noSLe U^d. As ttftlie 
expence, which formed sfpaincipnl part of* 
that ijiconvcniencei ^he noble lord would 
find tli\t means*could bedeviled to render 
that co™aratively ligl^- The expence con¬ 
sisted f'.£‘s of hopge. and the cost 

of wito^ses^ The forilier would be*cbviaied ^ 
no\5m litjeraliw of Ae officers; and -- 
e expence «f wljhesae'^ ^he had it in 
m to raake'a proposition on Mooday, ^ 
ould do all tha^a^ay When he 
9ifl)m!^Vd his iiroposition. to jhe house, it 
e his*auty to explswi the nature of 


woi 

it; foAhe present, he ■should only state, 
thaLkiM>ropos»d to refer ih^ proceeding!# in 
the »r^r ct)mfk]ittees to the committees 
that should nT)W be aj^poi r^. in which 
casJ, tberiAitould be ho necessity for the at¬ 
tendance yf wi^esses ag^ia. As toths 
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sioTters* Speech,' 


clauses of appron^-iation were not introduced 
for tlic first time Hast session, of what us&w'V 
the Appropriation act? That act was intend¬ 
ed not alone for the appropriation of sums 
raised b)[ loans, but other sums not raised m 
that way", ami the preaUible of that act stated, 
that it xvas for^tlje appropriation of particu¬ 
lar sums to particular services, and for this 
further appro|viation of other sums not ap¬ 
propriated by parliament, which ^.injpIiwJr* 
that appropriations haa boon Alitecedenlly 
It. [I kno-i^made during the session,—Another inewnve- 
ick, in a low | nience which the noble lord bad slated to 
arise from the dissolution, was the interrup¬ 
tion of the proceedings of the Committee of 
Finance, which £ould pot in this session 
be prosecuted to any successful issue.' No 
man.could doubt that it wa» the deliberate 
determinaiion of*the present ministers to 
revive that committee; and undoubtedly 
there could be no reason why the proceed- 


inco^enience to the public bu^ness, the 
fidbte lord appeared to him to be totally mis- 
iakeAr The noble^lord assumed^ that in the 
Inter^] between the two parliaments, public 
‘ kDoney bad been issued asdn 1764> without 
«oyparrrament!iry appropriation. As to the 
§eci Cf£ the isspp of vnoney, the noble lord 
was mistaket, because. no such issue had 
behn.made, and he was sure the noble lord 
would learfi with satisfaction, that the public 
expenditure had been.maintained out of the 
appropriated UwparRament 
.^Wha't you tpean, said lord HbwJ 
■’tone,across tlie table]. T^ienoble lord had 
observed, that he knew what he meant, in a 
farmer that led him to conclude, that .the 
.fibble lord supposed him to be wyongO but 
he knew himself whal he mean^f aud 
ihotight the noble lord mistaken. lu each of 
Ihe bills respecting Uie English Loan, the 
Irish Loan, sofiue duties of Excise out of the 

vrtir taxes, and the afiHitibnal duty on bran- lings of the former committee should not be 


.4y» there w^as an appropriating clause, au¬ 
thorising , the application of the monies, 
raised under liie re.sppctive bills, to certain 
services voted by parliament. In the issues 
tltnt had taken place, therefore, the govern- 
loent had acted according to law, and under 
the authority of parliament. I’he noble lord 
had not gone at length into this subject, hut 
he bad the authority of that noble lord, so 
far as silence could be considered an evidence 
=^** 0 ^‘SW}tl(es&Ace, on the occ^git^n in J7b'l, 
that, undef^cerlain circcmstaiit^, money 
jniglit be issued ‘by government wiUitHit a 
parliamenlary appropriation. At rate, 
he had th*c authority of a. person toyiu^m 
that noble lonfw^ould not think it a di^v'dit 


referred to the revived one. 1 he noble lord 
had elated, that the committee should con¬ 
sist as nearly ns possible of the same mem¬ 
bers as before, with the exception of the 
only two members (sir II. Miklmay and Mr, 
S, Bourne) who, from their parliamentary 
conduct, could be considered as the friends 
of the present ministers. (Hear, hear !)— 
There wese> undoubtedly, some members in 
th&* committee, not conn^<;ted with either 
parly. This, therefore, would be an exiia- 
ordinary mode of reviving the’commiiiee, 
and tile house would do well to recollect the 
planner in which that committee had been 
formed. 'I'he hon gent, who had lirst pro¬ 
posed the appointment of that commit'CCy 


to be compared, the Jate Mr. Fox, on this j (Mr. Biddulph) had met the* kind support of 


head. Bcfoie the dissolution in 17B4. a re- 
itclniibn had bcea veied, declaring it illegal, 
\o issue money iff the event of a Uissolurion, 

■ without a pnrliamentary^pliropriation. h’he 
diftsolutiun took place, the money is¬ 
sued, as appeared by accounts moved and 
laid on the tablai.la tip follcn\'ing*^.sinn. 



the noble lord (H. Petty), who as kindly 
took the nomination out of his hands ! I'he 
hon. gent., no doubt, had been appointed on 
the committeg, but when he wished after¬ 
wards tohave^^p-or two of his friends no- 
^minated to it. Ins application was resisted, 
because it was indispensable that the com' 


'ovas an acimitdj|D of the Jegality oCihe 


actf at any rate^ noble*lord, wh^hat^ 
been at the liead of the hit&,^over 
* would not be disposed to dia^pprove 
oburse th^ had been pni^ed in Ui 
ftak]C%. ‘^bare reiolutlon of the hou 
sot of afiy eSect after a dissilu|ion 
f ro^tioHj ante^4tak\7n. up in a suflseqiieqt 
session, and c^tdrmed ‘by some^gislative 
ekaedbeot Bs^t might a^d,>f these 



posed the addition of three oth cji ^ me mbers, 
in this rpantier it was that fhii^ust and'en¬ 
quiring committee had ! But it 

should be remembered that another admi¬ 
nistration of government had also taken 
place, wbose*acts were to be enquired into, 
and yet the conijuittee was to brwmposed 
as before! TKis, however#-would Iweafi<;r 
be subject ot ^iscussion^ whin the commit¬ 
tee would bjp to be revived, and when it 
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wouM be mosf seasonable L state the parti-, ble lord al^ided particularly to his condact<iki. 
cplav acts of that other administratiou that 1601, when Mr. Pitt went out of office. He 
called for inquiry,—As to what had fallen should have recollected w^at was the 
from the noble lord on the subject of India, tion of the coi.'itry at that time, antPwhat' 
saw no reason why the same course that was the conduct* of the riding minister^ 
had been in cpntemplAion last session, might w'ho did not retire relnotaiitly from office, 
not be pursued ifbthis. But^ongn no in- nor oppose his successors i^ith a view to 
convenience would Yesuk t(^the private bu- force himself again into office. Had ^n)r 
siness, andno breach of law had been com- attempt been made to bring hU majesty to 
(wktc&.\n the approbation of the public the bar of that houses?—As to the measnra 
money, ffiNQ^WwTone point upon which he of the noble lord, <he should solemnly aad 
felt, that it would be necessary for him and pjinccrcly declare, thalfif carried, it wookl 


his colleagues to come 1o the house for in 


proved- extremely d|ngerou5 to the 


demnity—he meant their having taken upon eKurch, because if was only the begrnning of 
themselves to continue*the provisions of the a system which was to be followed up by>ft 
American I'reaty, jvhich bad expired since repeal of the Test acts on the first caiivcuiefit 
the dissoluiidn. This treaty had been re- oppAtunity. Would the noble lord state 
newed from tinse to time, and he trusted the that\ey would repeal theTestact?—-[Yesi] 
house would admit the propriety of the con- Then they could not think it surprising, that 
duct of govcrnnient respecting it, consider- those wlio thought the repeal of those aett 
ing the circumstances of our relations with dangerous to the ^Protestant church should 
that country.—Another topic of charge madei oppose their bill. The noble lord had said, 
by the noble lord was with respect to the that the measure had been dropped; but was 
Irish customsj but he was happy to ilate, it not to be taken up at a convenient oppor- 
that this bill could be passed without any tunii v^ Hecontended«ihat itwas the duty of 
violation of the order of tins bouse, or of the those who thought the repeal of the testa 
house of peers, and witliout any inconve- dangerous, to o]ipose this bill. But then 
nience to the public service. He proposed, they were told of ihejnhuman cry that bad 
that the bill should be brought iu, aiui read been set up, and of tlte blood that might bo 
a first time, afier the debate this kight j ihnt in consequence. If the cry were false, 
it should be r^'ad a .•second U-niorrow, why had it produced such an effect, or 
and referred to % committee of the wdmle spread like wildfire over the k ingdom ? It 
house on Monday next, in which rase, the vsas hot tl)^>{ieech in parlr.'yn^nt5T5^5f^B^ 
bill might b6 finally p^issed on Tuesday se'n- address to4il1s constiinents at Northampton, 
night, the day next but one after the present of so lAmble an individual as himself^ that 
bill would expire.—(Some marks of dissetp could produce such an efiect. Hq gave the 
from the opposition). This bill had been gcntl|nien opposite credit for having brought 
pa.ssed in a similar manner by the gcntU inen for3-'jrrd the hill as a measure of coneiliafion, 
opposite?, last .session.—The noble lord had but he was convinced that the dvtructiou of 
objected to the dissolution, whilst ilie events it had prevented the grievance. Though it 
that caused it wxre yet fresh, and whilst a mighthavt conciHalcdo?tepi>t^',kwoufcIhavq 
cry existed, which had been termed a base encountered the mast deterhjtned opposition 
cry, a false cry, and a beastly ^ry, but which froA another, A.s^ to his conduct in the 
h id pervaded a great ma}f)jji^ of the coun- year^04, the measure that had then been 
try; and the noble tord had putlttohini a% adopttji was only u9 allow hi^ majesty to 
a lawyer, and as a man, whether he thoi^ht lake /ifo his pay JO,00^ foreign tioops, 
that the conccssions^to the Catholics \vvi « a sonyof tli^ni Catholics. What had that to 
vkjiiiion of the king's coronation oath ? Bih^Lclowilh the eRabli^rnenti It was only a 
iJiough neither the indiilgenocs . thnt had j^nliorary measure, VesortcA t<#,dnring a 
hi-e^gmnjjO theCailiolics, nor the conces- wa« Could any man^snppose that his ma* 
sums then ^ipo.sed, were, or would be a jes^^vould think of appointing anyone of 
violat'on of ™i%':y]ronation*oatli, he would officers as first lord of the ad- 

inaint.hn, ih.it if his miuesty, the obligation rnirSlv, or commander in chief ? It w':is not 


liiough neither the indiilgenocs .thnt had j^nliorary measure, hfesortcA t<#,dnring a 
hi-e^gmnjjO theCailiolics, nor the conces- wa« Could any man^suppose that his ma* 
sums Then ^iposed, were, or would be a jes^^vould think of appointing anyone of 
violat'on of ™i%cy]ronation*oatli, he would officers as first lord of the ad- 

inaint.hn, ih.it if his majesty, the obligation rnirSv, or commander in chief ? It w':is not 
<if w^ho^e oath was personal, thought them ihert'cct of the late measure alone, bpt its 
dangerous Ut the church, they*ought not to ^co!is»uences ^lat he apprehended.—-Ano- 
be forciTOpon him, on the authority of any tbeV o^ge brought against ministeis by the , 
Hiinisi^—The r»oble lord hAl adverted to wble was, that tlitf^nfimnce of govern- ^ 
his conduct on tfoi'nier occasioi:fc,‘as inconsis- ment ha^been exercised beyond all f^rnysr, 
tenf, witli his present conduct, ^But the no- eitamplo, aNjie l!te electid*. He was con¬ 


fect of the late measure alone, but its 

• - 1 . i • 1ft —» 




m}' 

^however, no case conld be pro- 
parallel to what, had beeif brought 
|^|^|the'coDiider^tion of the last parlfa- 
^ ||ief(t,l»itb respect to the JiacDpshire elec- 
ItiOB. The nubledord had hvtaiioed one case 
' 'lif^iecting Mr. Grogan, but this was the iirst 
>: he had heud of U> The noble loid 

/ Imd then stated,'that it was notorious that 
]|!^ inspecting held ofhcers had been ap- 
pomted to the volunteer force previous to 
tjna electionj with a viev^ to influence the 




the negociation, jpefailore of which excited 
regret. But Ihetfthe operations in the §ea 
of Marmora, and in Egypt, had been intro*’ 
duced ^ and here be could most conscieo* 
tiouslysay, that infinite labour hid been be* 
stowed on the composUion of that passage, 
so as that it mi^t convey ^jr'acOnuut of the 
transactions hist^ically. Avitbout imputing 
blame toany person. If the noble lord were to 
ask their opinion of these, ns mil.tary roegw 
Bures, it would not be 


fldbtors. There might or might not be me- l^ply. but unquestionably no bucH thing was 
in the appointment of the^G gfiicers, but ipntended by>the passage in the speech. The 


Ith majesty’s preset minisiers. when out of 
' joipce, had recommended the measure, and 
now they were in office they had adopted it. 
fiat tt^e same officers that had been empky*- 
ed before were appointed, and they ba^ot 
'been appointed until after the election, and 
this was the measuit which tJie noble lord 
had representedias'an exercise of corrupt in- 
fiuence at elections beyOndhll former exam- 
pk! The noble lord appeared to him rather 
rash in his charge, and not to be acquainted 
with some of the acts of' his colleagues: what 
would the house think of the nomination of 
300, not inspecting, but surveying officers of 
taxes, who could not be appointed either in 
law, or in fact, till nn act of parliament 
should be passed to authorise the appoui 4 c 
ment? What would they think of thede- 
ngnatiou of so many officers, previous to 
that parliament l^bich w »3 to 
y^s the act. which was to aotbori& the ap¬ 
pointment of these* officers ? The apjroint- 
ment bad not taken place, because the act 
had not pa^ed, and there remained forjthe 
gentlemen opposite only to send lamenfitb^e 
letters of apo^i^. where they had no longer 
the power to realise their engagements. 
Whether or not thtceefficen wer 6 necessary. 
hi did not take upon him then to express 
. any opinion.—The nobleford bad expres^d 
his approbation of that expression in<(ihe 
spee^. which stated his(najesty's determi¬ 
nation to cultivate Jhe friendship of raeign 
^ powers, and yet ashed wi^iher it n^nt 
* by that to inainuajtp that Ue latn gdvernrn 
lad been wilty of ai^ neglect upon t 


Md oeen mlty of ai^ neglect upon tl 
Cer^ly no^ insinuation or opinj 
hfd been intended one way or the other,jfnd 
be could truly Bay, ffiat he agreed in vefy 
sentiment expressed by the nobl^ lord ilron 
the subject. The noble lord had said, Aat 
> ^C.WBa^nt 4 tldcd to ^pute blam^ to thealfe 

J inisters, by ttie expression of hjs m^Mtys 
gret introduce^nfeek.tl)e spccch.ylCr the^ 
ilure of the negociatiou with ^ Porte. 
^But undoubtedly^ itegret for4ts could 

t not be construed to imply disd^i obation of 


noble lord had alluded to the military mea¬ 
sure which had originated with his right hon. 
friend, and expressed his hopes that they 
would give it a fair trial. In all his observa* 
tions on this measure, his conjpnnsons were 
founded on the cqpibined operation of the 
regular recruiting, and the measure which 
was then propoBcd to be repealed, and which 
conjointly, he still contended, afforded a 
moreample supply than the right bon. gent's, 
system. But as long as the measure of the 
right hon. gent, should be in force, no opinions 
of his respecting it siiould be suffered to im¬ 
pede its progress. As to the allusion of the 
noble lord to the part which he had taken 
on the question respecting Neutral®, and 
the triumph he seemed to feel, because he 
had not. coming into office, advised tlie 
ado]^iun of diffefhnt lueasuirs, be bad only 
to say, that he was then as fully convinced 
before, that the measure ofiihe noble 


as 


lord was wholly inefficient. Having gone 
through the whole of the noble lord’s state¬ 
ment. he trusted the house would be con¬ 
vinced that he had made no case out for 
his amendnii-nt, and that they would there¬ 
fore reject it. 

Mr ff^indham offered himself to the at¬ 
tention of the house, in order to bring back 
the question to its real grounds. 'They were 
all agreed, as natural they &hould be, 
with respect to Tfit prerogative of his ma¬ 
jesty to dissolve his parliament. The hon. 
gen^'who seconded the address, therefore, 
11 ^»*given himself unnecessary trouble in^j^ 
t Lf^tssing a question of vxhidi nobody entS'- 
tamed a doubt. His noble friend Ho^Howr 
jck) in quoting the opinion of lac^StJiiitfrs, 
*th3t the dissoluticii of pa MiapW r during a 
se-ssion was illegal, had ^Sv^ted *o that 
authority, to shew, that if such a la^^yer en¬ 
tertained suchMn opinion, the dissolution of 
parliament during a sesrion ought\^ to bo 
resorted to without grea» juslificatioi^^hat 
was the argirnyut of hia nol)l|f friend, and' 
he mainiauied iCiat it was a sound one. The 
question thcivbefoie the house was, whetber 


iunmd 


the dissolution was founM upon wise or 
good grounds. It was to mis that he object¬ 
ed, and was about to state the grounds of 
his objections. Ihe question between an¬ 
nual and septennial parliaments was a ques¬ 
tion only of.de^ee, %o was jhe question be- 
,tween septennffl^nd perpetual parliaments; 
but there was no rational firoportion in the 
history of parliaments, between a parlia- 
■fBentlof four mqpths. and a parliament of 
four yea?&Ofte right hon. gent, bad con¬ 
tended, that the arguments urged in supporF^ 
of the former dissolution, applied with equal 
force to (he late dissolution. But his noble 
friend had argued, thitat the foimer period, 
a new crisis had aristMi in the war. It w'as 
not a new war, but it was a renewed *w*ar ; 
and it was tlterefore desirable, that there 
should be a parliament,^hich should con* 
tinue for some time, because it might be 
attended with inconvenience, that any 
change should take place in the publiccouncy 
of the nation, whilst such a contest conti¬ 
nued The drjctiine of the right hon.*gent. 
went to this, that the parliament should be 
changed until one should be found, that 
would accord with what he or any other 
person might please tostate to be the opiirun 
of his majesty i according to this doctiine, 
there should be a new parliament with ever} 
new administration j or, asjjad been grapclly 
and greatly saifl by bun, who said cveiy 
thing grandlv and greatly, the late Mr Buike, 
weslioulddb longer choose parliamcMils which 
might approvcot ministers, biUchocyse parlia¬ 
ments to be approved of by ministers, 'lliye 
might be a crisis which would require the 
cxeicise of this prerogative, as ih.U in 17S4, 
when a diflVience between the two iiouses 
threatened an obstruction to the progress of 
public business. He did not howe\er say, 
that the m^sure was justifiable in that in¬ 
stance, though it might be defended on the 
ground of that disagreeipaiit between the 
two houses. For*his part, he thought th^t 
tlie aristocracy had then leceived a blow 
from which it ha j not yet recovered. • He 
not say what might be the comwt 
^uences, but certainly theic was reason to 
fe^r,^aUl)c precedent would not be suffer¬ 
ed to remat neglMted, and the late instance, 
shewed, thlX^^^punciple was aggra\'ated 
in each succesive application. But he wished 
to know what was the expediency of the 
measure ip the late instance* w'hen it 
duced^m the inconveniences of a general* 
.election, all the injury to pfivate property, 
and all'the deft'imeut to publil morals, which 
8uch an event was calculated^o give rise to. 


When aU thtat inconvenienctes were to b« 
produced, there xhoold be a good justifica¬ 
tion of the measure, if the Proteslbnt re¬ 
ligion was in danger, that would be a jnsli- « 
fication of (he*measare ;^if the roimstert 
thought it was in danger, that would be a 
justification of them.' As to the cry of the 
Church in danger, be would reply to that 
by asking of the right hon. gent, himself 
did he really, and from his heart, beiievo 
any such thing When Dr. Johnson waa 
asked by someone, did he believe tbeati-* 
thenticity of Ossian's Poepis ? he refflied l^* 
^'asking, Do yoifbelieve it ? Jn the saitie 
way, he would put it to the right bon. gent.. 
Did jy believe that the church was in dan- 
ged^The belief that every concession wonid 
be Ranted to the Catholics, was the sole 
ground on which he had voted for the union 
with Ireland. That iu^sure had added 
gen*us and wisdqpi to thepafliament of Bri¬ 
tain, but tliese niigfTt well haye flourished 
in their own sphere and added to the patriot- 
isim and piide of thcii native laed In hb 
opinion, nothing could have justified (he 
union, but a belief that every privilege could 
be more securely gtan^cd to the Catholics by 
the united pailianieiU* than by (hat of Ire¬ 
land. I'hU was the opinion of Mr. Pitt, 
MP. Burke, and Mr. Fox, the most distin¬ 
guished politicians that had adorned any 
country. And be would a*>k^ the noble se- 
cictary, )^lio* ha<l b€fcn*a pafiy^H^tTTBy* 
iijcaMiies.of Mr, Pitt on Ih's'very subject, 
how could he join in any cry ih.nt the chyrch 
w .IS in danger from measures wbjch fell fat 
shost of those which Mr. Pitt bad in contemp- 
lafi^ ?* As to (he defence which the right / 
hon. gem. had given for his silasice m 1801, 
when (he same, and, indeed, mote exten¬ 
sive measines weie it was t^je- 

mere pUa ot a pleader, affucould haidly be 
lisfcned to jvitn patience, even in any of 
tho\vruuits tow'liich he had been accustom¬ 
ed. JHe was then In pirliamenl, the friend 
of Jw.* Pitt, and though* the Iqjte measme 
didjiot gv one twentieih part ax far as that*, 
wliich Mr PHt proposed,.mstead of regard- 
inlt him as the bctcaver o|^tbq Pintestant 
rf'.di, lie held him U|^ a^ the'bnly fit man in 
tljAcountiy to ccmsuhdaie and direct iff ‘ 
rAfJrces ^ 1 he right flon. gent, however, 
coivtdercd this appeal 10 the people as h.4vin|* 
conjrmeii the tuuh of hi<» fqiinioiis. ^ut 
ifiuy explaiii adage, xi'nr popuii, vox i 
in a^'tciy Uige .and extensive sense mdCed|^ t 
h^..consideud ftts ^4>P**al tn tlieirv. 


Jf he’\consideud ftts^firpeal ........ 

dormanf^rejudices asadeemve lestinaonjr'^^ 
ta hf his opinions. 
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opinNan the mi^istdrS, on 
'ttcinuon of the Sate dissolotiou, that 
should take adtnntage of the ciy cf 
No Popery" while it lasted. They said, 
we must make^bay while*the sao shines: 
^ tide of poptilarity which seemed lo run 
io their Savour might-otherwise havc ebbed, 
and lefjt them on the beach. * Hut what 
most wo think of men who could resort to 
auch means in suppoft of their induence; 
means which had produced for them that 
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sovereign contempt with^hich they have fed itself in their favour, and jiatiently wait 


* been treated by all sober and thinking men f 
for two successive parliftnonts they htid 
abdicated their claims, and in fact declafed 
their incapacity for conducting the aduirs 
of, govermuerit, and now they sloli&ipnto 
' power under the despicable cry of *JFNo' 
Pt^ry." What was the common reproach 
which the enemies t>f the constitution urged 
against parliament } Was it nut, that it 
was a body merely snRerVicnt to the will.of 
the crown ? * Yet the ministers, the close 
of the lasf parliament, had held out threats 
of dissolution, which,was to render.it more 
subservient. The house, however, were 
not to be intimidated by such threats, and 
were in consequence djssolved. I'he expe* 
riment, however, whibb they had had re¬ 
course to, bad not produced the effect fhay 
desired. The cry of the Church being in 
danger, had failed of its edect, and the 
fbr the choice of tfte people had 
not been worried and torn to piwes by the 
fanaticism which It was wished to excite. 
The* cry of " No Popery" had only been 
heard in remote and comparatively unen- 
lightened places. What had happened dn 
Westminster? There, (tliough the result 
of that election was certainly not what he 
could ffove wisl^e^ had not ko much as 
blen hrard of.''"^^¥bough faintly uttered in 
ididdlesex, it had there equally uns/ic- 
cessfuk In the county of Norfolk, ^f&ith 
which he wa^niore imnicdiately connected, 
tboogh several • ' suirits amon^ the 

V. clergy bad endeavour^ to e^ite ^and 
propagate it, yet.^they bfcn /repressed 

by the moderat^n of that most enlightened J 

Bishop of Norw^h.'' 

. who were con^nt to rise to po^er 

such appeals to the worst and most sq^sfe- 
Im. passions of the people, wbre utferly 
unfit fo|f^,^«pjayment and exercise. Che 
house %ii§^|jBi^y c^led upon W reprofafo 
gQchcond^ ’tny tlieir vote thVs i^ight./rHut 
/What must* be afiect of the pr^clples^ 
iirhicb misistenrhad this night pc^aimed 
' i|fitl> to Ipblaiid, a Snos^^innportant 


pit of the emA«? Nb ferther concewinn 
it seemed wns tefbe granted, and the expect¬ 
ations of a great part of its population were 
to be closeo for ever. • Was k nothing to 
say to them, the door is for ever siiut against 
your claims, there is^no farther hope left 
for yqit ? * IikAead of being alarmed, ■ how* 
ever, and exasperated these declamtions, 
he trusted thoathey would rather rely upon 
the good sense of the.people of this cqupjxfr 
which, during the late declar* 


for the wiser measures of oilier men. That 
stationary situation which the right hon 
gent, had recommended, seemed the worst' 
policy. It was perhaps^ even worse than 
going back, and re-enacting those penal 
.statutes, which had long bfen abrogated. 
Whatever explar^ion the right hon. gent, 
might put upon the doctrine respecting the 
Coronation Oath, yet this doctrine had been 
diligently propagated in pamphlets and ser« 
‘mons, and it had been said tliat it w'as posi' 
tivcly inconsistent with his majesty's Coro* 

I’nation Oath that any further concessions 
should be granted to the catholics. The' 
propriety of the late dissolution of parliament 
was the great question on the present occa¬ 
sion, and on other topics that had been 
introduced he would not now enter. Minis¬ 
ters seeme^ .to^ have adopted the doctrine, 
thnf it was necessary to form a parliament 
that wa.s likely to support them, and for 
this purpose they had taken a moment when 
they thought the people would be rendered 
furious by religious ze^^-this was their 
cluisen period. But he .trusted that the 
doctrine which he had mentioned w^ould be 
as much scouted and discountenanced by 
parliament, as the cry of No Popery” had 
been by the bulk of the people.—One word 
as to the present situation and prospects of 
the country* I'he present state of Europe 
might' justly b^regarded as a dead calm, 
such as usually prSh^ded some terrible hurri¬ 
cane. Should Bonaparte be able to subdue 
the,rest of Europe, as was too probable, 
lus wltole attention and 'efforts w'ould 
Jfc directed against this country. * We werL 
therefore placed in a situation which required 
all the talents of the country (A/jlaugfify. He. 
*had not used the expresston^^a^fthinkingly; 
he had done it on purpose, and he would 
again repeat, that the sitaation of the country 
demanded theu exertion of All Talents" 
knd energies, and perhaps even tnb^^omlNnt^ 
ed talents of country would not b^uifi- 
cieot to rescud it from destfuction, if iu 
resources shoiAd* ^ ' any length of 
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be placed under the directm of the present ] ehmo into^^ce, people who jostif ' 

minsters. 1 valued thejr king, and the principloi on 

•General Cmufurd s^ke In justification which he had so long governed this emphe» 

of the change of ministers. The late mi- returned the fnends of nis ministers. A 
nisters had brought his majesty before hU differeuco soon after arose between the king 
late parliament to anewer for that change, and his j^misters j the consequence of which 
and a gieat poition of thilt parliamcntj was their parting ; but several members of 
tbough very far fVom a i^ajonty, having the commons dMsef^ther to* adhere to iheit 
h^n part against his majesty, an ap- palmos the nainisters, than to the principlaa 
peajto the people ^ to decide between on which their constituents, the people, bad 
hism^?^ 1*^3 i^le ministers, was elected them, l^l^^turalconsequencewasan 
rendered absomtely necessary. The peo- appeal to the people. dVootbei question, no 
pie had proved tiuc to the call, and he hoped '%ther pnneipje was connected with this disso* 
the house of commons would a6quit itself lution than the aeowa) of fbe late ministeri^ 
duly and honourably to»tbe crown and to the either you shall govein with us, or you shall 
people. He had supported the late mints- notgoscinat all The bon. gent said h» 
tersirom a high opinion of their talents, he sho^d 'ute for the original address, and 
however Londeitined them for attemptiog to OOAWuently against the amendn^t. Ho 
force themselves on the cyiwii, by coQipul* in that amendment the coutumance of a 
ling the crown to dismiss them. Oh* sob* plan that first was acted'on in J784, that 
lime tutiintism, ending in political suicide, had often been reMatcd, often had failed, 
and coufesicd self murder of Uifitr body po-^ and th it he sinceirly Roped ever would fail, 
litic! ^ foiciDg the jionstitutional Jightof the crowiit 

Sir Hsnry lifildniai/ rose to vindicate his to choose its own advisers, and •substitute 
charactei fiom the aspeiSious which the no- ing a faction of tliat hogse to rule in its place, 
hie lord (Howick) had cast upon it. The Lord in a maiden speech, ob-*** 

noble loid ought in justice to have ramfnu- scried, tluii it any thing could tend lo open 
nicated tohim his iniention of chuntenanc- the eyes ol the peopl^as to the mode in 
* ing the scandalous libels uuetiKiflgain'jt him which elections w^ere influenced by go- 
and hts hou. friend (Mr. S. Bourne) in tlie vuulftient, enougli bad been said to that ef* 
newspapers. Without such^odee it was feet this night, by the two parties into which 
nmhandiome to mention them seriouB]y*in die house WiM divided He alluded to tlio 
tile bouse He gave notice, as it had been nomination oj? the JOO «.irveveiTlfl ■ 

alieady his mteniion to do this night., that and the apjointmunt of 100*Iftspecting Oft 
on Monday he would submit to tjS? bouse ficcrs. Wbaitbe real motive of appoiutjug 
thcwholeot the ciicumstancescf ffcetrans- tliese ofliceu was, whether foi uifluenLing 
action alluded to between him and the the clec^ousor not be w'ould not say But 
^eminent. The result of the inquii). would thiwmuch he knew, they were appointed 
shew, that there was no foundation^ for before pailwmcnt wat dissolved* at lei^thv 
the scaudilou* lusuHuiions utteted against had been told by one gentleman before 
them tliat period,* lliat he . bo <?iie of 

Mi. firouoie said thftt he was not a those r'jtld Oflitei^. fioW^ci, after the 
little suipi ised to hSAT the noblf it>td and the 'muiul chaiges %nd recriminations which 
light lion gent champions had wen made, thought theie could be^ 

ol the cau'ie of tlie^ Imi^II caihuhcs, fbr^ httlfc doubt as to tifb motives and object of 
bunging foiw.nd a oaeasure, which those these .appointments B'suhe should efer 
who called thmiselvei the cejiiescntativcsVd di piccaie every Intel feu nee of ministers in 
that J#inly, decl.iicd \hcy Ivould not ihankj election (oWeyis. ^Jl^bapfd, tbit as each 
thPm foi i and winch mcj-.uie, such as it chaiged tlic mfipr with majemg jobs 

was^they openly abandoned for the de w^ihaiiew'to influence ^he elections, t|| 0 » * 
clarSl,^vowi|tl puipose, and Ibrnoothei, conductot both, in thlLicspecl, would-be 
of retaining ifiacci and their power, rqRiiHl into, lie hoptd some third party 
theieby foisakitio all < I urns to independence would anse,*which woui.t*keep alool from 
as members of porliameni* Tho piopm xy selfish intncst, and s uCture phicbs 
of the late is-ioliUion of pailiai^tMit, winch siofls ^ I ui^s the} .vtiMi uj>6ti diflcient 
hadbeen^^ much dwelt upon thisn'gbt, huiKijlf-. h^V'Ald not b^j^tly 'Support ei* 
uj^iearepl to him to he canly arcsolved and tl'y.rof Ait puseiil pa; Mm Jjl^) the ncUrelfi 
uudeistood. Tl|c laic niiaulerl Itad dissols^- and the am;, udmeni seemed to pt«i objectinn^w i 
td the pnrliaraeui they b id found vs hen they able m lie diiapnrrAed of 
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jn(^toawi npni'AiirnmXgnt^ti rm- 
nli’WiMtqMomm on Uy*^^ hq coold 
m approve of uteendroenty iIm be 
^bmiSd not find faalt with the etercMe of the 
^fl) prerogiti^ 'm dUtm8«o|;jni kteini- 
niiten sod dnicdvtiig the padisuMit. 

Mr tTro^/oefOMy emltpofceMtbe fellow* 
logefieCt*1 thall, Hi^^teaker^ oofinder tbd 
miaat qoettioa In two point! of viaw> both 
m k'regard!i the Catba)io» of Jielend, and as 
It efffeU fail aur|est 7 *t (}ile^«unMteri. In 
Mteakingof their coaducty Ireannot nxppms, 
the fecungs 1 entertained fer them wfade Id* 
nffice; neithercanlbesikntontbearan^ 
etanoei which IcdtOy and attended tbeifdw* 
mUsal. 1 approve of that miai8try» ke- 
Wise thc 7 Inferred tbor principlei 
plaoen 1 approve'of them beeausa'llo^r 


Simdt Mii 

Ofww 


famte nWiopal atrec^h, fiy national unaai- 
Mi^. 1 approve or thm bedme the^ en* 
diavonredto unite the people, and dissave a 
party; and 1 moit I'ipprove of them be- 
eauie they wMr ceam to prosecute the 
joatified claimr oe the Irish Catholics, when 
were convmoeit.the prosecution was 
inexpedient/ 1 say, his maj^ty's 
late ministen acted witfftly in introducib^ a 
Measnre, which in its origin, appeared 
fa^]y practicable, and in wttfadmkW it, 
^wllrU&y^-Were sutislSed jt idotet^ time 
tepracticabld, '!n>ey propoiM it with a 
view to conquer, *100 they abstained fiFom 
precipitatqly pressii^ it, when they were tw« 


Loey pKopQ 
*afNl they a 
iiw it, wfcn 


fertnnately dtiappointed in that expeotatMm. 
To this dileolkaa they were redooed, that if 
the bill wai' expedic^ Why sot introdace 
it ? and being expedient, why riwodon it } 
£b laugh fiw uip'ininisteriSl benches.] 
The Im. gwiemen oq the opposite side 
jnay laugh, but 1 contedd, i|ut the^rue 
view of iegislation and policy, is not tor push 
even a good principle too far; when there is 
so oppoftgnity *cf efiecting the o^tret, and 
where the evils arising nom Uie feJisre, 
must materiallyw benefits of 

even uhipiate'success.^ But, when I'lag 
«dowu this position^ I feel it my duty Btrend-, 
ously to oppose Ihat/^ principle, which, a, 
paoment what we ^ surrounded witi]* ene- 
.^H||i|tod awsfled with dangers, at a<mo- 
dfir best and surest safeguaiM ex- 
aj^aaumi&ity of th^p^te, i^obld 
Hkat me ^tbauws of that tuaanjfuity—' 
pnould, Qt that,.,«si6 moment that it* dtvtdq^ 
the ppblo: febl^, and dutmeted the popo- 
larqnet^^ bel^^w^fe^tWfectwhottenaces 
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th9saaimin|d^dalestaWeho|»,,thrt 
great majority ^ those who were most pro* 
miaent m rank# la tafepta, in pi^per^, had 
oonsptnid with a great pr^Mxtitm of youc 
physscsl feroe, agabit the iiil( 0 awMgecl 
establiahment of Cfeucch and Slate.t TpfA» 
mitsuch a petition, is to paapteqald a^^ 
dvable evil- (1 is to infese into two*u||h{^ 
of your firilow snl^ecls, the prindnles 
neisooroea of an inextinguiibable hoatijljitw. 
To support this evil, gi^<Lpi 9 nAim’ahould 
be addaieedly the advocates ot diaumon, or 
at least Jbetlcr ratsons than we have cithoa 
heard orffannd m the speeches and prodno* 
tions of those who have thot^ht it their ^ 
terest to promote ^ Foi;, however ym^ 
ply your ingenotyj however anxiwka to 
ouscbiet which gentlemen he«l| 
aetoiiWid to appiehend, reduce it to plrip 
aaasa, analyze whatever either of dignified, 
profound, or learned, that has been advanb* 
^ by your eoclesMCtics or your corporations, 
whatever ef wtsdeoi or of research has been 
in theur addresses or tbeir communications, 
tothkylaia conclusion it must be reduced-^ 
tW In the Catholic biU proposed by my no* 
hie firiead (lofd IlowickV there was a dan¬ 
ger from admitting odr CathplK fellow sub¬ 
jects into onr annies, and into a participa* 
lion of the priwleges of our constitotioo. 
'What waa^tby fecr> The danger, eittey 
Wy, has, and does exist The CatbolSt 
oonstitote a great portion of your anihtery 
fiKoe. They oooititvte almost the wholt ot 
' the Irishtjiaitiau beer a contideteUe 

pn^mefidte iteihe eatablisim qt theln^ 
Yeomawy. ^fBiey have been admitted, by 
the act of 4^92, to a participation of the 
ciinlfiriils of the coostitotion And, there- 
fioee, if the chunour which has been raiwd, 
if tte outcry wUffehaa been circulated of 
the danger audsh ig femaihe catholic bill be 
manypart, swaoMiyextent, justified, that 
heslm stfeteapMMifvaoiNtor 
jnent, to yottr tovjteur religion, for 
the.last 14 yeaia, |^, your country hai» 
fqnthat period, htfm te a great degree de- 
/ended fay those whom the alleged suppf^tera 
of Church smd State have prdSuin^torL- 
^nuent as their country's eneup/es. It hen 
been their coMUnt and uoceai^g dfy, thsk 
voin, inevitetde ruin/ w^uldt^ the conae* 
quence of Rfialing the disqualifying sta¬ 
tutes against'UwlriSi eathohes. last us ex¬ 
amine the va(fdity of this 8ppreheniieD,and 
ascertite the length to which ititsuM) K 
rqin be the e^totequence of CaihobCHndul** 
geoce, thefi |t answer, yog must letraoe 
your step^ you must nado.whalthe hutg 
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and Ae pHtfemftat htfo^ litkfiAf vtiMMod 
CadolicibiHHittioiu, jrM ittfa tl^nc^tp 
Vour penttt^^ and annul yoafjgjmM^ For 
by Such a rMonioff, tn tbU-iofeitoito we 
must come, '^t if tS^ba. gMlemen, tbc 
Stands of Ctorchdad State, retoeto re- 
pM tfiosb they mnat^^e ep tbeir 

irttMMfit, and if they* repaal ^em, they 
Wwftt abandon their army. ftJC however it 
the incereat^ thoae who opposed 
the Oathtri^^f «B introdnced by my noble 
friend, mtalne^Mfitat, yet in their face, 
and in the face of this bouse,'* 1 aaiert, that 
the measure Introdttoed in thoittt pariia- 
nmift did not g 6 one imp farther, either in 
itt provisions, or jts eatansion, than the 
IrtswhiU of 1793. The case is plainly th(a, 
dtemin opposing the late bill, you adn^Mla 
atrwag e pnnciple, that disloyalty 
Mist amidst the lower classes of the CatMIc 
multitude, but that it does pervade the 
er and more respectable deacrtptioa of thai^j 
persuasion. They are atnUy tolenitod. It 
will be said $ thi^ are permitted to enjoy 
the full exerciser their religious :^^nra. 
This, -1 say, is not sufficient, nor is U the 
proper or enlarged view of that great and 
important subject. The Catholics of 
land are identihed with the -conatitation *of 
the empire. They are our egnals, our hn* 
thren, fully entiued to the pgQ^cipation of 
Civil rights, and ffie enjoyment of coastSu* 
tional blessings. When, Uwrefore, we aes 
told, that they exist by sufEeranoe^ we are 
giving ear yo an opinion which etdlidca-tt fttox 
damental braoclt the state a^ df the ra¬ 
tional security. Ine measureof the Utiton 
betu^n the two countries madd no change 
between the relative righu of the people. 
It made no aHeration nor admitted of any 
infringement in theOkWng d^ins of the 
Irish subjects. Yhalwfe w Irish Catholic 
with hiB privtlegeif mwl CK^*xiow hod no 
pretext for destruylim 4 llM.v The dangers 
which have bcen^ etCnhimIto this measure^ 
are diimerical} if limy are real, they go 
to destroy the gFe|t' organization of your 
military system. Indeed the argument is so 
ffise, that d 6 drunken boaster^ or corpora¬ 
tion Drator>« with all tbeir prejudices or their 
passions, cdhld seriously gito.utterance to 
these alarmst'ut^ich Iwvo heen both 
mentioned and propagated some appa¬ 
rently great polittdans. For VMons, even 
they are i^itled to admit thap the bill was 
fnnoxioaar hut that the minister who pro- 
puundbd it was dangerous. 'She noble Wd 
fCasttbreagh) tsnd ^ right |^dh. secrat^ 
Cbniiii^) could pot consistently with 


their isram w^ ndwl end recorded , 

war wiffi the pnndple,. they thpmforghavd 
directed their present hiH^jlity against the ml* 
nitter, who had the sincerity |q act upon 
that prioQgdn. aTbe rigbt^faon gent, the 
chancelffipw the exchequer, cannot adopt 
pVMIple of hit colle^pies, because it 
appearehif with Stager, and replete with 
ruin, lomkd^w^ him for his feam, hot 
can give no ecedii to ^ volidity of his state* 
ment. I cannodifo a moment admit jtbe va¬ 
lidity of a atateSie^ Ibe most hostile to the 
particolaTintercstsof Xretand, andthegeneral 
slpnrity of theeieptre. Veavootf 1 say, as 
tb^ friend of my own country, as soliciuaia 
f<n^ Its fame and foitnne, give credit iO'€ 
pao^itiop, monstrous in its conception, 
llild'l|stractivtt in its effects. As g member 
M Europe I protest against this unjwttified, 
dangerous argument, which tends oiiavuidr 
ably to drariee it of dbe means of rescue and 
recovery nom thd aldfmiog and impendiiw 
catansities anthwhich it is tbfeitened 
^1 proud tbafr With all the temptation, with 
all the endeavours which have been so un¬ 
wisely and to xmproperly'^made, the expe¬ 
dient has not only proved unsuccessful, buX 
luqieleNt There it not, Isay, anydisposl* 
tiou on the part of tEis country to qtiturd 
wilirtbeir Irish brethren on account ot rt^- 
gion. Ihe good sense and liberality of tbn 
people have jparvailed against t he m is applied 
zeal of thajjght, and Jhe»int^rfiTU) HpiiinigW- 
tion of tb^Aiarrable politiciifu. It it the 
yktoiy of ihe unadulterated good of 
the £ii^ish people, over religious discord 
and uachriHiian laocour. All Church cnes» 
have, in every *Miige of socie^v heen mis¬ 
chievous; oatamuy^bes ensuep, although.^ 
the object of riieir propagation was not ac« 
compUsbed.* Though viw^ /^ ,lik e the tall 
bully lift their beac^ an^ liC^^'yet the annaTs 
of m history prtive that they have injured* 

In toe reign of Clforles I. and 11 they creat¬ 
ed a 'party which d^ertumed the e-iabiisb- 
ments of the country, and sbep the best 
blood of its people, in the reign of queen 
Anne, theVvWralye d ^ th e ^energies of the 
/lation, and rendiq^unavailiDg^the great 
v^ictones of the du]% ^ I^arlborougb. Tbn 
religious animosities osL England aggnndiscd 
thS power of France, ahd led to tii it dispo¬ 
sition of Europe, which How alarms us with 
its tremendous effects In 1780, the cry of 
Popdty’* was nearly auctteVilM, Tn de¬ 
fending ib^ cfiurch, byiAurnitig' the ciiy« ^ 
{ieligious alarms arexweiMefforu ot great' 
or licomprebensive mindsj tn^ originate i|i ^ 
low majtcioi^ dumingi agd operate 00 
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nonint irritability. It is not on religion my country. lureat wilh respect the feel- 
thcy are founded, because they are general- ings of those mho diiFer from me. I.con- 
ly the expedients, of the depraved. They domn the principle, but do not deprecate 
are hatched wilh the hope of delu*;ion. and the authority. To the people of England I 
are the worst political vice^baptized. There I .say, that (he Irish Cniholic never h.as eiiier- 
is nothing profound, nothing wise, nothing ] taincd the opinion that they were hostile to 
dignified in their influence j nothing toes.- j his emuiicipa<<ion. He could' hot suppose 
cite public spirit, or to stimulate to great cx- | that though yoy first removedlhe parliament 
erti’on. They call forth no proud or ho-■ under tlic fn ctexl of releasing him from reli- 
nourable energies, arjd have not embattled gious discju.*i]ification;j, you would afteruipids 
on their side, even th(^ manly vices of the declare not only war .ihaf^religion, 

country. I rejoice to rind that ilic people of j but hostility against his constitutional free- 
this Kingdom have not fallen into the snai/*, ; dom. Beware of that hostility; it will be 
which was laid with so Oiiich art and du;»ii- j only a division of public interest, and a di- 
city to entrap them. In my countiy .\lie I minuiion of natio«al strength. Extend 
■w'irked altenipt has not only failed, but the ' ihat feeling of sympathy which I rejoice to 
opposite principle has triumphed.. Tllfl^pt:o-* see so strongly exemplified amongst yonr 
pie of Ireland have not only scoiiyfi the people. By so doing, you ^will compensate 
abominable yell, but have avoided a policy | ibr the dcfcctiqji of allies, and 1 he failure 
which might haVo been dangerous to the ; of expeditions; you will fortify ihat great 
genera) interojl. They have not answered j western barrier, which is best caleulaitd to 
folly by folly; when you w'rote upon your^1 counterpoise the desiruclion of the balance 
walls, “ No Popery they didmoi retort the <>r power, and behind which :nc secured 
cry of *% No England.” Thev' kfft an, idle not.#only yonr own intmcdiaie advantage ami 
bugbear to peri'.h bylits own imbecility ;'mii | security, but the reversionary iiitercsts of 
unfounded calumny to be defeated l>y ilsap- ; Europe. Let your ecclesiastics, corporations. 


prupnale iiicredibiJity They di.sdained to sduestnen, and great dignitaries, consecrate 
n^ake a serious comment upon scnsclcs*» cant. it. For, unfortunately, should you recur 
I do not proiend to*say that there were nol to an unjust and illiberal policy, instead of 
home amongst them who entertained sioOiig a manly and enlatged system, you will not 
reelings, upon ihe rejection, or nitlier the only fill inea'^nre of your own over- 

withdrawing of the Catlsolic Hill, but I throw, at'ccleraie the mt ans of your own 
till, great body tlie liish sulijugation, lait actually de-*troy (he hopes 
people werd so far satisfied, as to be dis-i of ihe civihzetl world, and lone the gloLo 
iai,Micd, and that their conduct evinced a ‘ itself. Under these impressions 1 give rny 
great and striking tenacity of good order, ardent and sim'erc snpjHU t to the amendment 
and die love of national peace. 'I'lie Col- of-my noble f riend 

lesceof Dublin would not address the tlh'ono Lord AJilio7i declared that he should con- 
. on the nnvi.'>lenal change which h id taken sider himself guihy of a dereliciion of his 
place; the seat of learning would not dis- , duty to the great and independent body of 
. grace itsel|',^,[}V. !^trtjliig su)»]iortSo thi’> vulgar ; freeholders who delegated to him the iinpur- 
*and abominable' cry i^f^lhe Chnieii m Dan- j tnni trust of representing them, if lie 
’ ger. They Vv ho were wthl actjuaiiued^ with a (question which brought the conduct (.d 
The precepts and intere.dsof religion/kticw ; hi.» niajcsty’si ministers into consideration, 
be.sl to dele-jnd that r^-ligion by a religious j to pass uithout RTS decwled ami jiio^t nnequi- 
dignity apd a CdKi.stian niodcrntijft. They vocal aniniadverbion. The right hon. chan- 
wisely sepaiatcd an inviolable reveience for | cvllor of the exchequer, had cavilled and 
their King froru,^^i 2 jij;;»yhiT.iqii(.'^(> a despica j endeavumed to pr(jve,‘*tliat the peiiockwhen 
ble court intrigue. V'h'^ city of Dublin aho ! himself' aii^ his colltMgues iuid darcd;to 
t disbelieved this cl'ur^lf^alarm, and even ifie advise hij majesty to dissolve tjie las! parlia- 
most illiberal, J myself found free from tiie ! rnent, was the, least idicdy U^j^nterfinli ilio 
animosity of rcl.^^ious ncidnc.ss. jt ‘ was ' public business. But'aeainst 
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trite that the corporation voteu an adilres.s. to rlietii w'as not only the iniorrii))tion which 
tJtp^roDCj but ihonoh bound 10 my conn- the piibltc huhiness leceived by tlial measure; 
try by the ties o^ bononrs conVi^rrou former- it wi-nt furlijcr; it arraigned them of post- 
Vfees performed and though 1 ea^i dilTeV poning that nunsure, until they^jhad ascer- 
iliiVoni any par^ vny constituents but wjtli j laincd theiri strength, and then raciirring 
regret, will boldlv say, that niy own to a dissolnti|>n, because thry were unable 

■ppimoiis on (h-lii subject, o^jiiiions of to meet the supjwrt of aa iiidcpcndcut 

f / 
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parliament. When un:'bli to new model j 
that parliament, they resorfcd to this profli- 
j^te and corrupt exercise orthe preiogn ivc. 
I’he noble lord observed, that the kiiit;*s 
speech contained an intimation ot an itdentiou 
to revive the Comminee of Finance j but 
this passage ih the speech hetion. idered .is a 
kind of lure lor public credijity, and insert¬ 
ed solely to catch the eye j tor 

reformation orpnproveint^nt of any 
kind txAtkl^ be*'expected from ministers 
whose first act on coming into power was 
the introduction into his majesty’s councils 
of a person stigmatized and pronounced 
guilty of mabpractiocs by the house of 
commons? What could be expeotoil, he 
.begged to ask, tro.n ministers who had thus 
^setlhe authori\)' and decision of* nariiamenl 
at defiance, in order to,accomplidi their 
own ends; quite regardless, as the fact had 
proved^ of the substantial interest of the 
country? It was truly laughable, if hj 
could for a momcT^t treat so important a 
question with levity, to hear them sai^ that 
they had appealed to the sense o( thecountry: 
what, make an appeal to the sense of the 
country, surely inmisiers must have meant 
that they appealed to the nonsense of the 
country, ibr it was from that chiefly 
they received support and co-opeution. In 
a few places, they had indeedj;ained some 
advantage immcii ilely after the dissolution, 
from the abominable cry of “ No Popery,” 
but at a ti«ie a little more remote from the 
dissolution of parliaiueiit, they failed in most 
places to accomplish their object, because 
men began to reflect seriously, and tc<t?xTi- 
iiiiue coolly into the nature of the appeal, 
miule to the country. It was impossible in 
a country 50 disltnguislicd tor sound judg¬ 
ment, and strong understanding, as this 
was, (hat deception could be long practised 
with success, and accordingly", theiirsimo- 
nu'iiis of deliberation and eivquiry dissipated 
the mist of hypoer’mv, afid exposed to public 
view the design of ministers.—He begged 
pardon for trcsptis^ing- so long on the, ynie 
of tific house, but*he could not forego this; 
tipporiunil/of shewing to hjs constiiuents 
and to th^ nation, the opinion which ho 
C'.^cT 1 aincbjj^<if men, w'hosc,first act, as ho^ 
had alrcad'^’-'latedf was to recall to his ma-' 
je.uy’n councils, profligacyandcorruptiou. 

Mr. H. S. Dumias hoped the bou.se would 
excust; him, if he was tinwiHing to sufler a 
to pass without replying to w.hat* 
Jiad iu.it fallen fnnii the lyjble lord. He 
coiUtn.ied that the actjuittal fn1;he impearh- 
111011*5 from which lord Melville had not 
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shrunk, left him as clear of' imputs* 
tion, as if he had never been accused. 
the tribunal was competejit, if the prosecu¬ 
tion was not icmiss, it . the verdict w'as not 
incomplete, if ii*ere was any thing in En¬ 
glish justice, it was that an individual so 
acquitted could not again be arraigned. He 
looked upon the resolution against lord 
Melville as virtually unnulied by his lord- 
ship’s acquittal, or ,he should long since 
have moved for its erasure from the Journals, 
[a cry *)f niove now. nujve, from both 
kidcs of the house.] He should move. 
Mil that he thought the fesolution already 
annulled. If life noble lord thought other¬ 
wise, let him name a day; and iie would 
be ^ady .to go into the question with him 
upuft a resolution of censure upon bis majes¬ 
ty’s illinisu-rs for the recall. 

Mr. Bothuvst would (fcnfine himself en¬ 
tirely to the consideration*what the pre- 
.sent ministers h^d dbne; the question pf 
their ;qvpoiutment having been already decid¬ 
ed. He would judge hi^ majesty^ ministers 
by then acl^, and tjie only act of theirs 
that could come now under coobideration 
was the dissolution of parliament. This 
act he thought justifiable under the peculiar 
circumstances of the case, and it was enougjx 
that it was justifiable, to induce 
liim to vote in favour of the address and 
against the ameudment. 

Lord PoU'Cngton vrastsoirj’l^oHjeaV uie 
of The sovereign brought fbi-ward in 
the discussions of that bhusp, a thing ^hich 
should never be done without absolute ne- 
cessiiy. He thought the late dissolution a 
very great interruption to private as well as 
public business in that house ; gnd he toobjjk' 
occa.iion to observe, W'itbout saying wh(> 
was rhecaifte of it, c^ y oT “ No 

Po))ery,” was an infanious'olie. * 

^jcneral /Jo/jt'aUvened to. what had been 
said-on tin* subjdfct of lord Melville’s trial. 
That riobU* lord had been punished, and 
twice Mnjnsily. He w:i»P*pluii.^U'd belore 
trial, which nobody could dispute was un¬ 
just. He*f'>as.puiuiihed gjtt;r he was acquit¬ 
ted, which v^a\ xe^aTr^ twijust^; this lie 
meant to rcfiT to VPIwt l|^!l been said of that 
noble lord, under thJ^uthority of ihe late 
administration. Me tHought that the most 
prominent*a.s well as th^most beautiful part 
ofourcon.stitution, was theadininisTrafion of 
I jflstice und?r it; but evim that bad not re- 
strain#;d llu^party rage oAthe late adminis-^ 
tralion. The impcao^swAj of that noble* 
lord hadbecn cairied on by j^ty, aided by , 
no inconsid^raWe share o 4 persoj:al vanity ; 
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^nAimeidtr that isipressioh ce rt ai n gentle- 
tnen actedj or they never have 

•eome ptoaecutors.^ 

Tlte Speaker reminded the l^oii. genml 
that he had trihisgreased dve boim^ries of 
order, in imputing unworthy .inotives to any 
hon. memb^ of that hbu^e. 

Mr. Croker vms happy to hod the address 
now before the house unobjeettonaWe, for 
it had been objected tp, and the amendment 
tvas brought fwward on the part of tire late 
administration, to censure the conduct of 
the present ^ when they, the late 'admini;^- 
nation, dared hot bring* forward any ^iie 
measure of their own while in power ; ^or 
this opinion be appealed to the house, whe¬ 
ther that was not the view of t{ie mbtion 
for this amendment, whether it did re^ 
late purely to what passed formerly, and 
which, whether rVght or wrong, could not 
Dowbeallered^ and tlierefbre there could 
be no good in discussing it ? And yet, such 
was the course which was recommended to 
as by opppsition, at a lime w'hen the map of 
Europe was only ano/her word almost for 
the map of France; thus it was proposed 
that the time of the house should be taken 
up in hearing contests for places and power. 
Kluch had been salcTabout the secret advj> 
•ersof the crown, he wished to know Wic- 
tl^er it was to be contended that it was un* 
constitutional for the king ever to have any 
■ ad f i ^er unknown to' the house of 

commons ; or would they call ^is majesty 
CO the bar of that house on any subject in 
vbVeh his adviser was unknown ? If that 
was constitutional.doctrine, it was unknown 
l^hiin. Conduct had been obser^'cd Hiat 
mwas infamo\)s, as a noble lord bad elegantly 
^expressed it. Now, as to Ireland, he would 
ventuib to s^, to political matters, 

fbar descriptjotrvas'mocjj more applicable 
to the late than, to the present adniinL^tro- 
tion. And as to what bdd been said or the 
family at Wexford, whdse name, from the 
pronunciation‘ofitlje noble lord, he «did not 
understand), lie w'ould invite the noble lord 
CO look at the b^Ujpwfe for Wex- 

ford, anti thereh?wt^iff.liiatlic conducto/ 
*the lau* aSminisfr^tion Yu its tme light. 1 will 
9 sk, said the bon. gji&it., the nobis lord not 
to interlerein any of our concerns in Ireland; 
we are friends of ^cace, and 1 Mierefore ad- 
^'ocate the non-advi>cating of the noble lord. 
As ho what ^en said bv (he right hbn. 
gent. (Mr, Grat^n) he hatf to]d ihW bouse‘ 
that n^inistert, b&*li^objcct of the calholit^, 
most eitheB^bondon their arguments or 
abaoden the There vas no octf^sion to 


do either. Lastryear we bad beard the sasntt 
sentences on tjne same subject; we werfe 
told that we should by refusing what wad 
asked, paralyse the finny, and ditnaantle the 
! navy; but there was no truth in H. We 
were told also that we should not inherit ouir 
country, anddibat the inhabitants should be 
deprived of thfir mother. U was in vaid 
to talk of {ji^yts or armies, the only tiling to 
give tranquility to Iceland w^as unanbjqjiy^'in 
that house. Emnneipationr niiglit ^ some¬ 
thing, butwithout UDaniroTty nothing would 
be effectual there. He was n friend to thfe 
most general toleration that could be desired 
by any statesman : he did ’ sincerely hope 
to see the day when the happy work wot^ 
be completed of the emancipation of the 
catholics ; but more had bean done idready 
for them in bis tnajesty’s gracious reign than 
at any former period ; more bad been dond 
for the dissipation of bigotry than in any 
former reign. He wished for tin* inhabitants 
of Ireland the full behebt of the constitu- 
tion dike odier men, but that was a thing not 
to he accomplished in half a session of par¬ 
liament. He did not blame the late admi* 
nistratiou for ihcir motives in the late mea¬ 
sures they odered on behalf of the catho¬ 
lics, but it had a singttlarly unfortunate ef¬ 
fect, for it disgusted those whom it professed 
to relieve, and euraged (hose whom rt dis¬ 
appointed. There had «becn much art 
made use of to mislead the Irish people. 
There was a person of the naiwe of Kengb, 
who had delivered a speech to the Catholics 
in Ireland, and that speech bad been after- 
wai'ds made up into a pamphlet, which was 
of the most treasonable and rebellious ten¬ 
dency (bat ever disgraced the country in 
wbidi.it appeared, and so the house would 
say if they read it ; but the house of com¬ 
mons attentively perused large folios on 
the affairs of |ndia, while it w'ould not look 
at a small pamphlet on those of Ireland. 
It was owing to'^^ioflammatory harangues, 
however, that men committed such excess- 
i cs„* and those who committed them were 
not genuine Irish catholics, but they were 
French Demagogues, Jacobins^ and Fre&lfh 
emissaries* They bad at one how¬ 

ever, been so furious, that tlf: rigut lu>n. 
gent, himself (Mr* Gr^fan),'could not-go 
to the Irish boose of cominoos without his 
sabre, for which reasons, Ireland should 
give a specitffen of at least ten ycavf with¬ 
out rebellion, before she could >casonab]y 
look for emancipation : ten ye 9 rs bo(,A 
short period <vf probation on'Such an occa¬ 
sion, if was only thK'c year3-be>‘ciid'4be pe- 

. / 
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riodof a common apprenticeship. Suit it did xKit bdrevebis iil-fcreatarent at BatimA 
had Ijeeo said that bis iaajes|r bad been un- was owing to an^ such ciy. > 
favourably advised towards As Catholic sub- Mr. said, that when his right boa. 
jects. Had gentlemen Iwgotten the series friend; the .present chauedk)^ of the ex<die- 
of indulgences liis majesty bad^ been gtjaci- quer, oonaeated to continue as attorney-^ 
ously pleased- to shew them? Had they neral,'WhenMr.Pittcamelastintoadmini&- 
forgotten what his majesty di(>*in the year tration, he did so .under an express stipula«< 
17BO, when he became the«bold defender tion that if the Catholic measure should be 
of his Popish subjects againsfr^protestant brought forward, he should oppose it, Gwi- 
mob. By this and by (jlheracts, all . ranks tlemenonlbe otber sid> of the bouse com* 
©f his m^esty’s subjects, of whatever per- plained of the manner in which the Catho* 
suasion, were* sure of benefiting by his pa- lie bill bad been opposed; it was their ow»= 
fernal solicitude for his people. These ftolt for bringing it forward j they produced 
were his sentiments ; and he uttered them, e^y thing they mow confplaincd of. Aa 
not with a view to please ministers, for he to ve late administration, as a body, he had 
knew none of them, personally ; be did not to observe, that some of them were great 
think that he ever was in the same room me^^ but ^ey were made up of discordant 
with any of thym 3 certainly be had iid- materials: like tliose of l/tW, they promi- 
tbing to ask of them ; hut he delivered set! a ^od deal, depended upon themselves 
these scntinieuts on the pure principles of much, but produced but liTUe, and they met 
independence. He should oppose the much the same fa(e, their* diismissfll being 
amendment, and most heartily support the ^followed by a dissolution of parliament, 
address. With regard to the leading member of the 

Mr. Siuart Warlley took notice of what late administration, the late Mr. ^ox 3 of 
the noble lord (Milton) had advanced con- his talents there was b*it one opiniozi ; of 
cerning his constituents. ' That noble lord their application, a giieat variety. Jn oppo* 
had impressed the house with an idea that sition, he had done much mischief. In go- 
the majority of the landed pnjprietors, and |Vernraent he might ha;^ done much good ;■ 
of tliecommercial interest in the county of but really, with llze ex^^tion of the Sla\'e 
York, as stated by the noble lord, w'as in fa- Tra* 5 ^ bill, and the New Plan of Rnance, 
vour of the late administration • _ Uiough the which wus a good measure, although the 
noble lord had obtianed a majority, it aroSc defects of it were numerous, hekiiew of no 
from the misconception ot the clothiers, public measure that reficctcd i^oiKHirion *tue 
with respect 4.0 the crmduct of one of the late administration. 

candidate.s, Mr. Lascelles. But surely t!)is Lord Temple said, the* question befoT® 
was no proof whatever tliat the lati luinis-^ the House had been amply discussed, atid 
ters were more popular than their sucods- he w'ould only make a few observations in 
8ors. vindication of the late Administration. The 

Mr. lyilliam Smith agreed with the right cry against the CalhoHc bill had raised 
hon. gent. (Mr Bathurst) that the question by the present ministers for the piirpose of 
lay within a very narrow compass, but diftVr- injuring thos 5 who projcyrL.xJ .it ^Ht 5 w far 
cd from him in bis view of it. He did not that cry had succeeded woiiid be proved, 
think that the question lay, in the first in- He sJ^onld, howe\*fcr, think the house dis- 
stnnee, between the king and kis ministers, graced itself if it diJ not approve of the late 
though the tuusent minister's had made it a ^ministers, as no faPr pretence ha^bcen slated 
colour to answer their own views through-, for the iiAputations cc-st on theni. ^ 
out the country. In saying tins, be had i)iO Lord fJemy Pe/tij n)se, and said, before 
occasion, on'his own part, to quarrel with he offered ter11 sxuUCyPajticulars reki- 
tliAn for the dissolution, bfvan»e,it afforded j tive -to the lat^® N^f^nisikation, felt 
him an opptp’tunity of proving again tl>e .anxioii.s to hear l\asoi^.could be assign- 
high^lfftliion Vhich his constituents enter- ejl the late net of dissolving tho parliament 
tained of his 4^nsist^cy and oppoattion to without any apparent c^se 3 hut no saiis- 
thp-sysiem supported by the {wesent - minis- factory observations had transpired on that 
ters. He asked the present administration subject. The Catholic bill had beet) disc^ss- 
what they had made of their'ciy of “ No cd Rst sessioh parUam|pt, alid if any * 
Popery^ at Bristol, Liverpool, Westniin- ahimosity back been excited\n the country, ' 
»ter, and Middlesex ? He wasdecidedly in it yas by the character bill, not 

fovotirof the amendment. 1 • by the bill itself. It wonld tiiat no 

Mr. explained, and said that he cry had b^en against U»e bill wh^ it 

• • 
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/Vif £fst proposed in pariiamedt; but the 
tight hon. the chancellor , ot'.th^exchequer 
hia colleaga9s bad opposed it^ as the 
xneans of getting into office. An allusion 
■was made by h noble losd relative to the 
opinion of lord Somers. He had read the 
passage from lord Somers, who stated that 
the parliamenf ought not to be prorogued, 
until the petitions before the house were 
aatififactorily answere^. He was inclined to 
give credit to the statement, for he found 
\t corroborated by historical fact. With re¬ 
spect to the observations w'hich fell from ti 
chancellor of the exchequer, relative to Ae 
appointment of 300 Surveyors of Taxes,.Aie 
, would state the fact: in the summer bewre 
the last, not owing to any communicdtion 
with the treasury, the Board of Excise pro¬ 
posed to the treasury a scheme for improving 
the revenue, by** the appointment of the 
officers alluded to The plan was adopted, 
■and recomraendatioris wef*e given represent¬ 
ing persons* fit to become surveyors. Their 
appointm/?nts were not made.out, but letters 
were written, stating that attention should 
be paid to the recommendations. He con- 
sidereef this circumsraiice advantageous to 
the revenue, and was anxious to submit to 
any investigation th? right hon. gent, might 
think fit to bring foi ward. 

Mr. Canning replied to the principal argu¬ 
ments which had been urged in support of 
jimeflCffient. «He alluded to (he difierent 
accounts which had.heen giveu\>f the late 
change of adniiihsti^tion. At one time, 
thiThonourable gentlemen slated, that they 
had voluntaiily retired from office, and at 
another, that they had waited niilir tliey 
were forrt*^ to abandon their places. They 
might choose which of these cases they liked 
best, \a^* he allow flibin to take to 

themselves [iofTr-airthe grace of rc^ij’inilion., 
and all the grievance of dlHinissal. 'i'hp lat¬ 
ter, however, was the eve’nt. 'llioy had stuck 
with great obstinacy to iheir situations, and 
a main obiectf»jfii\vhich seemed to be urged 
against some of his friends was, that they 
wanted thatfirjtn ualif yofg^jj^tatesmen— 
tenacity of pl;^.e/^Jthe objection 
.of a uolilu lore? y^ocljKHic) in alluding to 
Constantinople and /gypt, that the address 
seemed to imply a censure on his inajcMy’s 
late ministers, wHh respect to‘the disirilui- 
tion of tlOs miiitflry and naval force of Uie 
touifiry, he obscived, iliat stich (ertaiSdy 
was not-the obwfot of the adeb'es^. ,U Inicf 
merely been to stale wijii 

regard to tly^luation of this couuiiy and (if 
Europe, hlc lagged, however, sayiii;; 


this, that it t^ight not be supposed his 
majesty*s goverifinent had no opinion op th© 
subjects alludecHo by the noble lord That 
opinion might in due time be expressed $ 
but he would not have it understood that hie 
majesty’** minis'ters Wisre pledged to any par¬ 
ticular prc>ceoding«. He alluded to the libels 
‘ which had apptt'ired against himself and his 
; friends n^jfiwlum. With regard to one 
I which biid‘’been published, in order 
i sinuate, that he had in'acertain cai^^been in- 
j flnenced by a corrupt motive^ if the noble 
I lord (Howick) had searched thf* records of 
I his office, he .would have found that tlrat 
I proceeding had originated in an act signed 
by the hand of Mr. Fox. 

Mr. 7 ’ Grenville replied to the observa- 
libns of the last speaker, jnd particularly 
complained of the insinuations thrown out 
against liie late administration, with respect 
to the expeditions to Turkey and Egypt. He 
;l remarked, that the opinion which liad fallen 
from the tight hon. secretary, respecting 
tli('.fsnbject of Turkey and Egypt, was very 
dtfterent from that stated by the chancellor 
of the exchequer. The latter right hon. 
gent, had disavowed any intention In impute 
blame on the lalcadniini.stration willi regard 
to those points. The langnago of the right 
hon. secretary was however very tlin'erent. 
He broadl yjn sinuated cen.'*ure. This con¬ 
duct he could not but regard as highly un¬ 
justifiable. If no blame was nicnnt, why 
make the insinuation : He trusted that Cither 
no insinuatiem would be made, orihat a direct 
clnirge would be biought forward. If a 
flistinct charge of censure was advanced, his 
friends knew how to meet and refute it. 

Mr. lyiiUhead observed, that a noble 
friend of his (lord Milton) had been spo¬ 
ken of in terms of great aspeHty, because 
he alluded to his cunstituent.s, and spoke (.f 
them, it was said, as if nobody else in the 
house had constituents. He would ask tlio 
l^rlght hon. secretafy, he had constiiucnis 
iji the sense in which tiie w'ord was undcr- 
«tQ()d by the noble loid ? WIumi the right 
hon. secivt.ary had, in pursuance of Iwn au¬ 
dacious and unconslitiUional threat, sent i*Ae 
members of the last parli.untMit^b'*^'^ their 
constituents, did he hiui.sclf ^nturd fo ap¬ 
peal to any popular booy ? *fhL' noble se- 
cietaiy of xtate near him Iv.id once represent¬ 
ed a pupuloiis County in Ireland, and had 
afterwards Bitten rejected. Hut it did pot 
appear, with all the anxiety of the present 
administration to appeal ui the scnst*of the 
people, that tfce noble viscour,< h.jd thought it 
i idvisable to subiiiil Ills conduct to tbe judg- 
y 
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ment of bis old constituent^ in the county of 
Down. He alluded to wh^ had fallen from 
S noble lord lately returneafor the populous 
city of Westminster. It appeared, that nei¬ 
ther the amendcnciit nor the addresswere ca¬ 
pable of satisfying thftt noble lord. He did 
not like the former, because hf thought that 
to adopt it, would imply-that the house 
approved of the conduct ot uapp ^te udmiiiis- 
tralion. He condemned ihe'address, on 
the ottio hand, hecau.se it seemed to contain 
a censure oA the employment of the iorce 
of the country. In this dilemma, he was 
at a loss to conjecture how the noble lord 
would act; perhaps he would think it his 
duty not to vote at all. He alluded to the 
late contest for Wexford, and stated, from 
a paper which, he held in his hand, that 
Mr. Ormsby, the solicitor for the forfeited 
estates in Ireland, went down to the elec¬ 
tion, and personally waited on Mi. Grogan 
for the purpose of influencing him to sup¬ 
port the ministerial candidates, by a promise*| 
of the rc-assign>nent of the estates o( tlio 
late Cornelius Grogan, his brother, which 
were forfeited. 

Sir Arthur Wi'llcslaj declared, that the go¬ 
vernment of Ireland had not interfered, nor 
given any instructions to Mr. Ormsby upon 
this subject : had any improper use bwn 
made of that influence, it was unknown to 
government. • • 

Sir John Newport said, the letter of Mr. 
Ormsby wa%perfectly compatible with the 
fact, and he called ui>on the right hon. bart. 
to deny it if he could. He challenged the 
right hon. secretary himself to shew,.t;ie 
cuiUrtiry, and .said, that the first object of 
the government was to dispossess him of the 
confidence of his constituents, but they failed 
in this as well as almost every other effort 
of a similar natuve, and the proof of the 
fact was, that he hud fourscore more votes 
on his last election, than he^^ad when he 
was chancellor of Jie Vxchequer for that 
part of the United Kingdom. The abuseof*| 
the constitutional power in that country was 
most .scandalous and disgraceful, and the 
palmary objact of the government was to 
carry their point by the worst’kind of in- 

The question beiflg loudly called for, the 
house divided, when the numbers v/ere. 

For the original Address —* 350 

it — — T- 155 


of the Exchequer gave notice, that he 
would< oA Tues^y next, submit a motion 
for the consideration of the house respecting 
the revival of the Committee of Finance.— 
Adjourned at Q g'clock ou Saturday luota* 


ing. 


List of the ATinority. 
Abercrombie, hon. J. Hamilton, lord A* 


Against 


Majority for the Ministry ip 5 
*The iiouse being resumed, iI*e,ChunceUor 
Vou IX, 


Adam. Win. 

Agar, Capr. 

Althurpc, Lord 
Anson, Gtsori^c 
Antonie, Wm. r.ee 
nsinitber, sir J. 
^brey, sir John • 
ng, Alex. 

B^ng, Thixs. 

m, J P’ostcr 
Bewrcke, Calverlcy 
Bagenell, Walter 
Biddul/»i, R. M. 
Beniard, Scrope 
Byng. George 
Brad>liaw, hon. C< 
B.’und, hon. Thos* * 
Buiibury, sir C'has. 
Butler, hun. J. 

Butler, hon. C ll. 
Calcrafc, sir Granby 
Calvert, N. 

Campbell, lord J. 
Campbell, Coi. 
Cavendish, lord G. H. 
Campbell, Geotge 
Cav^dishi Wm. 
Cavendish, G. li. C. 
Coke, Thos. Wm. « 
Cuke. Edward 
Combe, H. • 

Cow’per, hunt S. 

Craig, J. 

Creevey, Tho». 
Curwen J. C. 
Cutbbett, R. 

Daly, D. H. 

Dillon, hon. H. A. 
Dundas, hon. C. L. 
Duntlas, hon. iflaj. 
Dundas, C. 

Dundis, ri.hon. W., 
EdcU{ hon. Wm* 
Elliott, rt hon. W. 
Euston, Earl 

Fitzpatriqk. H. 

KiizgcraU, lord R. H. 
Klcmniing, hun. C. J. 
Foley, hon. A* 

Foley* 1 ol. 

Folkestone, lord 
Forbes, lord 
*Fraftkland, Wm. 
F'cliowes, hon.^^ 
Ferguson, General 
Giattnn, H. 

Grefivills, ThoA 
Grcenhill, H. ^ 
Gfenfttll,'i\ * 
H^lsev, G. 

2 U 




Ilibbert, George 
Howard hon. W, 
‘Howard, Henry 
Ho wick, lord 
Hipphley sirJ. C. 
Hughes. W. L. 
HursP, R 
Jervoise, C. J. 
JckyU,T. 

Jackson John 
Jones* Love 
Kemp, Thos. 
Keilsingtoii, Lord 
Kn .gt, hon. Thos. 
Knapp, G. 

Laing Malcolm 
/atouche, U* 
Laiotiche, R*. 
Latouche, J. 

Lam be, hon, W. 
C.a'iibton, R. J. 
Lemon, sir W. 
Lirtletun, hon. W. 
Lloyd, J.M. 

Ivaurh, John 
].u>hington, S. 
Lanrenrc Dr. 
Mackdona d, James 
Markham, J. 
Margin, 11.^ 
Maule, hon. W. 
Mo*Will, iV. 

Mil er* sir Thos. 
Milbanke, sir R. 
Milner, s r Wm. 
Milton lord 
Madocks. W, A. 
Mills, Wm.* 
Mahon, lord 
hon. 

Mbore- • * 

* Morperh, lord 
, Mostyn, sir l”ho«. 
Nevi le* hon. R. 

• Newport,^ John 
Norih^Jdii^cy 
Nugent sir G? 
0*Callaghen, Col. 
«AV ai. 

'^isulVoft. lord^ 
vPicfselvlcnry * . 

. lord H. 

invuips, w. 
Polliiigton, lord 
PigtKl sir A. 

Pe ham, hon. C. 
Powci, R. • 

Varn^. Henry 
Pon^o\bv, hon. F. 
Puiv!ftujii|^buu. G» 
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Prcttlc, bon. Wm. 

Tcmpictown, lord 

Pym, Kiancis 

Townshend, iSidJ. 

Grun, hon. W. 

Tall ot, R, 

Ridley, sir M. W. 

Vernon, G. V. V. 

Romi ly, Mr S. • 

Ward, hon. J. W. 

Rasscll, lord W, 

WalpAle, hon. G. 

Shaktsj)fHie. A, 

WfjiieiiHt r. Ml G. 

Shedy, Timothy 

Wharton, J. 

Savage, F. 

V. hitl>rc.Ki, S. 

Shaipe, R. 

W ai'lle, col. 

bhipley, Cwl, 

Williams, 0 . 

fimith, "W, 

'VViiidhani. W. 

Smith, G. 

WiKtcin, C. C. 

Smith, John 

sir W. W. 

Ktaiiliy, U'rd 

Wjnnc, C W. W. 

Stanlc\, Thoa. , 

TcUerV. 

Sommers ilU, sir M. 

CalciaYt. .1. 

7‘avlor. M. A. 

Taylor, C. W. 

Temple, earl 


nousr, OF COMMONS, 

Seiturday^ Jiine27. 

[MiNt-TES ] LyfU Folkestone gave notice, 
that he sliould*on Mpntby move, that tlie 
papers relative to the Affairs of India, com¬ 
monly called the Oucle Papers, be re-print¬ 
ed.— Mr. -rl^thbridge presenivd a Petition 
from Air. Palmer of the Post Office, praying 
for public money, as a remuneration for his 
services. Tiie petition, and also the pro¬ 
ceedings of the coipipiltt^e to wliom the 
matter had been referred in the year 
were ordered to be printed and the hon. 
member gave notice, that he should on 
Tuesday nio>’e for the house to go into a 
Conimittee, fo take the same into^onsldera- 
tion.—Sir S. Romilly presented a petition 
frorn^.lSO persons * confined for debt ui tlie 
Xing’s Bench Prison, 54 of whom v ere 
charged in execution, and the remaining 76 
on mesne process. They were ready, lie 
Raid, to gi\Q, up all their prcnxTty to their 
creditors, who refused to eSnsent to their 
being .sc/.on such terms : 112 of 
the number Iiaa families dejn’iidaiit upon 
them for support, and the liuryber of their 
childrei^ aniounied to 347. petition 

prnyid for le^’jsion ol the laws <4 debtor and 
creditor* 1/ w^i>-Jus wi.sh not t'» lia\c pic- 
sented tliii petition, because it bad been 
said in anotiier tbaf heJ>jd it in con- 

Icruplalion to brif^ iiy'a^Wli to alter and 
icujciid these lawsr y^bejj^ in fact, be bad no 
such intenium. Ibc reason why ho did iipt 
bring iiirwnrd set b a nii'asure ^ was, that 
he harlot been able locltsaner anv effectual 
remedy for the \ery great evil coinplamed 
of. I^owevcr, as , the petj^io^ieis wei‘e 
desirous that ha .sliouid present *thei] 
petition to the {10.^. k-, h * tlj(n’gbL it lii'. 
duty to toin||^ with their retpiesi, though 
he should not follow it up \mUi any mo- 
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lion, except thatlit should lie on the table. 
He had presented the petition on the eariiesj 
opportunity, in older that, if the business 
should be taken up by parliament, gentle¬ 
men might have the most ample time |>ossi- 
bleaffordedfordirectiiii^ their attention to the 
subject. 1 b€')[)etiliou wa.s then brougiit up, 
ard oideret^to ife on the table.—Lord ILjw- 
iek thoeght\^*’TH‘Ccssary, iti order to judge 
of the nature of the le^'dution to be piopcscd 
by tile chancellor of the exchequer on Mon¬ 
day next, rt'Iatite to Private Bills, lliat the 
bouse should be in possession of information 
respecting the actual .state of the private 
business at the late dissolution. As he did 
not suppo.se there could he any objection to 
the production of the information he le^uir- 
ed upon this head, he shouldVnovc, “ That 
there be l.iid befor.? tlie liou.'-c, an account of 
all the T’livate Bills, which were in theii 
progress through that hou.se on the 27ih of 
Apiil last, specifying the stages to which 
lliey had severally arrived; and of all the 
Privafc Kills, that had passed, but had not 
received the royal assent.” Oidered.—Lord 
Howick adverting to the statement made on 
the preccdjng evening by the chancellor of 
the exchetjivr, relative to the (laiduct of 
government in having acted upon the pro¬ 
visions of the American Treaty bill, after 
that bill had iiXjiired, thought that the house 
shoulcl be made acquaiiitecf'w ith the extent 
to w hicli siu h prov isitjns had breu acted upon 
without the* ant hoi i(y oflaw. I'liisinformaiion 
wouhl be necessary prcviou.s to the di«.cusMou 
of the bill of indemnity, which the right lion 
gent, propo.scd to bring forward. He did not 
imagine there couhl be any objeciion to the 
pioduclion of Cojffes of all Oider.s Iroin the 
different Public Offices, since the 271I1 of 
April, for the Colleclic'n of Dutie.s not aiulio- 
rized by l.iw. The ChancclMir ol the Ex¬ 
chequer did nqt apprehend that iheu' was 
any other order' btil the Order ofOnnuil, 
(V.iU’d the 27th of May,*^br c(jr.linuiiig the 
icgidalions <'1 the act that li:ui expucci, till 
othar prtjvisions sliould be pit pared by par¬ 
liament, that rtuild be produced on this sub¬ 
ject, and that order he licld in his hand, and 
had brought down topre^nt to the hoi’se 
this da). The chanr.dlo? ot th*/exchequer 
then presented the Order of (xOiuicil winch 
was (udraed to lie on the table, and to be 
printed.—Lord Howick moved, that there 
lie laid bcfoie^his hon.se, an acrount sliew- 
ing the amount of all sums ot money that 
bavv.' b(“ ii is-^upd at the ivct-ipt of thb* Ex¬ 
chequer to (lA* paymaster gf-neral of the 
forces, the lrea.surcr of the mvy, the trea- 
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surer of the ordnance, and for all otiier pub¬ 
lic services, between the 28 tii of April and 
the i/lh of June instant i spicifying the fund*, 
out of which the same hive been issued. 
Ordered.—Mr. Bankes gave notice, that on 
Monday next, he siiq^ild move for leave to 
bring in a bill to prevent thp granting of 
places or Ofiices in Tcvvvs\<g). It had also 
been his intention to give notii:“^jf a motion 
for the revival of the Kinnnce committee, 
but that was in other iumiU, in which he was 
happv to see H, and he trusted that no time 
would be lost in bringing it forward —Mr. 
Whitbread gave notice, that on Monday 
se’ennighi, he -should* submit a iuoiioii to 
the house, relative to the St.ile of Uie Na¬ 
tion. The hon g'*nl. also gave notice, that 
on Friday, he siioidd move hir the levi- 
val of one or two of the bills for the 
educaiion and rel t,'f of^iho Poor.—Mr. 
Crolvcr wished to know fr»)m the noble 
lord op;)o>,iie, who hiul in the debate of 
the piccvding night, adverted to the subject 
of Tithe.-* in Ireland, whether it wa-* hi^ in¬ 
tention to bring forward anv measure on 
that subject tins session ? Tiic hon. member 
was proceeding to commenl on the impor¬ 
tance (d the c|uesti()ii to Irehuid, when lie 
was i'Liniiuled by the Speaker, of his being 
not in order.—Lord Ilowick replied, that 
there had been plans for the ameliorali jii 
of the Tillies system in Ireland, uikIci 
the consideration of his Majesty’s late lui- 
nistei.s, and,that it was their intention as 
soiMi as they could biingany onctoinatu 
rity, to siibmil u to paihainent. He had 
alluded to the subject on the prececlivig” 
evening only to recommend it to thenmst 
serious aitc niiun of lus majesty's ministers. 
He did not mean to take up the question this 
sos',i.)n, but might in a hiture session, iliough 
fur every reason he iliouglil it better that 
such a ineamre sliouid origiiute with go- 
vernmem.—Mr. Hall broughtjtip the report 
of the address, whiji ^\is agreed to, and 
the nddrevs .ndeied to be presented by such 
Members aieof his majesty’s privy-coun¬ 
cil— riie lords coimulssioiH rs’ speech on 
ojieinng the session W'as thcMi ordered to be 
retened to a eoiuniillee of ihe. whole house 
on ^Ai-'indajf—loid CastlereagU brought 
down tile following hjcssage from the 
king : viz.—** (>eorge R. His Maje-.;; 

“ being desirous of conferring a signal m.ii k 
“ ot his favour and approivaii^in on m.jor 
general sir .hilm Smart, kniglii i>f the 
'* most honouiatilc order of the bath, m 
eijusecjuenco.of the cmineni^ jwrvices ren- 
y dered by hint iu the bullianl aud decisive 


" victory obtained by the troepg under his 
“ commafid against a siq^rior French force 
upon tho plains of jv^aida, on the 4th 
“ day of July 180(), and of the valour and 
skill displayed Jjy him on that occasion, 
'' recommends it "to his faithful Cora.mons 
" to enable his majesty to make proviaiou 
for securing to the said sir* John Stuart a 
“ pension of JOOOl, per annum for the 
term of his iKilural Ijfe. G. R.’* Order¬ 
ed to be taken into corsideraiion on Mon¬ 
day.—The usual resoUilions respecting iha 
7’rl.il of Kleciion petitions were tlwn voted, 
aivd pefitions vveae preseufed, complaining 
otYhe returns for Saltash, ITordiain, and 
Gr«t Grimsby. 'J'hc first was ordered to 
bo.t^en into consideration on liie 14ih of 
July, and ilie Iwoothers on the loth. In an¬ 
swer <1^ a question fiom bird Temple res¬ 
pecting tli«* coursit proj/iwed to he adopted 
concerning the Kieetion pettiipiis, the chan- 
cell.)r of tlie exclicquer fVp'ii'd, tliat if would 
not be Uesirable to pioceed with aiiy petitions 
this session, vvjiieh would be likely to ex- 
lend to any length lu^ the examination of 
tlieir merits. 

[India Hudokt.]— Mr. ////-f/ /Jdflingion 
seeing his hon. friend l Alr R ])mul.ts) la 
hi-* place, vvisbod tf) kiWT^' uheiher it was his 
inlcvstion to bring ftirwaid tlie aeeomits of 
ilie l'k]^t Ind '1 (ioiiipany this ses^ioll If so, 
he trusted ilj.u he.would bring thctu fu'vvard 
on as early a d »y as possibje ^ 

Mr. H. /Awdi/? replied til.ly ft .was eeiia'n* 
ly his inteut.’oii to bring forward tlie accounts 
ot the Last liidi.I Company thisS('ssi(>n, :jTid 
(hat no time should bo uiioeecssai ily locit. 
At (Jie same time lie begged to ri’mind l!io 
riglii lion. gent, that foi some years b.’ek, 
thcsL' ai'LCMims had been one year^iii arrc.irs. 

It wa.s his intJiU*un to endi:avour loi^ig up 
that arrear in the jiiescnt -.iofl} 'Hio* 
right hon. gent. ^iTusl be aware that this 
would require Sume»time. 

Lord iloiL'ick obsc»ved, that from tliepa- 
pers ibei^ upon the table it j^p^ared, that, 
upon acouiparison ot the Revenue^ and Ex¬ 
penditure of the Coiui»auy in India, ihcra 
was a deficit in i)’«' or*al^t)ve two mil- 

lion** aiul a half. nf iliiinrs, 

N • - • o ' I 

m winch anv' one ini bit see ihai . \\.i» nn- 

fios^ible foi' the com; a:i)i i j go on, v»i.;i mt 
s line adeipui^’pi(A iMoii ig make g. ,i ins 
fklieic. It 'v.i-, the uune nv.\--''jrv, . ilio 
pui^ic li..d Ueen led to exjvn i lii-U liteio* 
Wool 1 be a co.^;de.-.ii/le Airlic-paluai, de¬ 
rived lVo:o Id* Last lb lia.l^Vim>:inv*.-* Uiiids, 
iifaid I ilu* nunin.jl resouret.'^v He wished 
to know vv UeLiwr^Uic hou. cea? lucatH. to 
2 IT , •*' 
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bring forward zny proposition ppon that 
suUcct, 

Mr. R. Dtfifd^r informed the noble lord, 
that it was his. intention, at an early day, 
to propose some regnlatuAis respecting the 
aifairs of India, which would include the 
point to which the noble lord bad adverted. | 
He was afraid, however, that he should not 
be able to bring forward the annual accounts 
at so early a day, as only a few of the ships 
bad yet arrived, and it would be desirable to 
have the accounts stared in the most correct 
manner that was possible. 

[Irish Rkvenuk Bjli.#.] The orderJfjf 
the day being read for the house going tfto 
a committee on the Irish Revenue bills, ^nd 
the question being put, that the Speaker do 
leave the chair. 

Lord Hou'ick rose, not to oppose, t'je mo¬ 
tion, but simply *lo observe that, by the 
dissolution of'> parliament, they had been 
placed in this situation, that about two mil¬ 
lions of money, raised under the Irish He- 
venue act(3, must either not be levied at all, 
or roust be collected on British subjects with¬ 
out any legal authority. Without sending 
the act of pailiament by aballcxm, or a cur- 
rj’ing pigeon, it was out of the nature of! 
tilings, even suppo?»ing it to pass both houses: 
with the most unexampled rapidity, that it 
could arrive in Ireland till several days after 
the existing act had expired. 

Mr. argued that the hereditary dii< 
lies to which' allfjtpds were already subject, 
W'(>uld, even in the event of the |)ayment of 
the additional revenues being resisted, which 
was not probable, enable the revenue oBi- 
cer^. on the arrival of the act. still to levy the 
additional duties with precision. 

* Mr./of/er observed, that a similar dilem¬ 
ma hahj^ re , ad y twice occurred, and no bad 
con*»equences had resulted. 

Sir John Newport was glad the right ,hnn. 
gent, had stated this fact.' He' uould tell the 
house how ^le dilemnia had been got the 
better only done by adtling one 

illegal act to another; by informing those 
who rclused to p^ the additional duties on 
the go(Kls whirly ihe^Tlntf^removed in the 
t^mean time, lha*'tuitil they paid such addi¬ 
tional duties, they sbuuld pot be allowetj to 
land any more goods. The father-in-Jaw of 
the present nu mber for Dublin (Mr. Shaw) 
Ti^lher than do so had retired from' business 
kxmer than be intended; deckring’th'at^he 
would never mibriit to the aljuwing the Cu«-^ 
tpm House oflit^i^ to take from him what 
they were ;r.#i entitled to bylaw. Jn this 
iray the merch^U in JreJaud bad been sur¬ 


charged every year, except the year when ho 
had the management of the Revenue of ire* 
land.—'After soi(ae additional conversatioit 
the house went nto a committee. Ordered 
that the report be brought up on Monday. 


ifOUSB or tORDS. 

Monday, Junel^, 

[AMERicT'k Trade Bill.] —Lord ffau/- 
kesl'Ury presented, by his majesty's com¬ 
mand, the Order in Counci), continuing 
the provisions of the American Intercourse 
act, which expired during the recess, and 
gave notice that it w'as the intention of his 
majesty's governmem to propose to parlia¬ 
ment a bill for continuing the above act for 
a time to be then specified, and to projiose in 
such bill a clause of Indemnity for the ad¬ 
vice given to his majesty to coniinue the 
provisions of the former act, after it had 
! legally expired. 

. Lord Auckland stated that the reason he 
did not, when in oBice, recommend the 
continuance of the act wliich had now ex¬ 
pired was the jiending negociation with 
America. He trusted, that when the treaty 
which was the result of (hat negociation 
came to be discussed, it would be discussed as 
a treaty ratified, and he felt satisfied it 
! would be found that every possible attention 
I had been paid to the interests of this coun¬ 
try. He thought it but -fair now to state, 
that when the question of the renewal of 
the American Intercouse act came to be dis¬ 
cussed, he should probably be of opinion, 
that the same reasons which before o})era(ed 
di^'not exist for the continuance of the act.' 

: One part of it, in particular, he objected to, 

^ and was objected to during the negociation-; 
he alluded to that part of it whi^ allowed 
to the Am(;ricnns a carrying-trade between 
our possessions in the East indies and £u- 
n>pe. 

Lord referred to the Bill of Rights 

Xo prove the illegality cf levying money by 
(he authority of the crown, 'without the 
consent of parliament, and whioh he con¬ 
tended was done in the present instance, by 
continuing to levy duties without any coni- 
petent authority. , 

Lord Hawkeshury admitted that it ^ds an 
infraction of the law, and therefore his ma¬ 
jesty's ministers came to parliament for in¬ 
demnity. Admitting the general principle, 
as stated by the noble lord, he wished to be 
understood that this case must stand upon its 
own special circumstances, of which that 
house would judge when the subject came ' 
regularly before Uieixi. 
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Lord' Grenville contended that the order 
of council for levying duties which had no le* 
gal existence was a violation f a most impor¬ 
tant constitutional principle, Ivhich ought to 
undergo tiie most serious dilnission in that 
house. Ministers hacWadvised his majesty to 
levy duties for a whole moudi without any le¬ 
gal authority,andnowpropoNQ|lto introduce a 
clause in the bill intended to R:?^‘brought in 
to indemnity tbem.sehes/or this violation of 
the law. ' He thought at least tliat bouse 
ought to have ‘the opportunity ot discussing 
the great quesiion invohed in this act of the 
ministers in a manner which its importance 
deserved, and uot in the sha|>e of a clauae 
tacked to :\ money bjl). 

Lord H»Un»d considered the question of 
so much importince, thathe deemed it ne¬ 
cessary to move for tlie ^(Kiintment of a 
committee to search for prec^ents since the 
year l688, of money l^ing levied or ap¬ 
plied by the crown without the authority of 
parliament. 

Karl Bathurst explained the nature o6 the 
operation of the order of council, which in 
fact raised no new duties, and raised in many 
instances le.ss duties, in no instance higher 
than ihe crown was legally entitled to after 
the expiration of the act under a former sub¬ 
sisting act. 

Lord Grenville contended that this state¬ 
ment did not aherrfhe nature of the case, dly 
levying iow^er duties than the crown was 
legally entitled to, might, in some instmees, 
be levying more money than before, as in 
the case of prohibitory duties, in whici), by 
lessening the duty, more money miglrt-'be 
raised. It was still, therefore, a violation of 
the principles of the constitution, for which 
only urgent and imperious necessity could be 
pleaded, and if the nece.ssity arose out of 
the late dissolution of parliament, it would 
still remain for ministers to account fur their 
conduct in advising a dissolution of parlia- 
menr, w'ithoiu rising' provision for the 
legal continuance of an act which they after* 
wards deemed it necessary to continue without 
legal authority, • 

•The Lord Chancellor defended the expe¬ 
diency of the order of council, but admitted 
thaT*i^mighi be more adviseable to bring the 
indemnity as a sepa&te measure before par¬ 
liament. ^ 

Lord Harrou'hy urged that the order of 
council only went to carry infp effect the 
last known intentions of the legislature ; si¬ 
milar ^rcumstances had repeatedly happened 
* ytider almost every government, end in many 
instances an indenuiity had not been applied 
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for. He conceived the motion of the noble 
lord (Hollabd) was not called for by any cir¬ 
cumstances in tlie present^se, which was 
nothing more than a mereTorpial violation of 
the law. • 

I^rd Grenville observed that the argument 
of the noble lord (Harrowby) did not apply, 
as it was a matter of great dbubt, whether 
the legislature would again continue the act; 
it therefore did not ^piiear that ministers 
had carried into effect the intentions of (he 
Jegiblatiire.'—Some further observations were 

f by lords Hawkesbtiry, Auckland, 
ind, Oreiivilk, Boringdon, the earls of 
i;rdale, Ruslyn, and the lord chancellor, 
which lord Hawkesbury moved the pre- 
question, which was put and carried. 
Lord Grenville wdithed for some farther 
informVion with respect to any subsequent 
directions for carrying th» order of council 
into effect. * , 

Lord Haivleshufy said he would make the 
necessary inquiries. 

[Scotch Jvoicaturb Ixird 

Grenville moved for Jeave to present tv/o 
bills for the amendment of the Judicature 
of that part of tlie united kingdom, called 
Scotland. HiS lordship stated, that there 
was nothing new in motion, fur that 
these bills were presented pursuant to reso¬ 
lutions passed in a former session, and which 
resolutions were/rained, proposed and pas¬ 
sed, with the avowed de^'rmii^ion nor to 
take the peTiple of Scolland^y surprise, but, 
on the contrary, to nffonTthe mnsl ample 
opportunity to that part of the united king¬ 
dom to deliberate upon, and malurcly to 
consider the necessity and importance of pas¬ 
sing the bills here proposed, without any 
unnecessary or further delay. if any delay hat^ 
occurred in tlfb passing of these bills^U *yas not 
the fault of the mover of the 
in which it wa» expressly provided, that 
these bills shduld be passed in the present 
session, as their great and exjiedient ad^ 
vantages were called for# admitted 

defects and insufficiency of the prAent mode 
of administering justice in Scotland. T!ie 
titlesof these bills i«cre,al!>iiirorthe Amelio¬ 
ration of the Administration of Justice in^ 
Scotland, in certain Civif Causes, ^y the 
*Lri by Jury; and a bUl for the better re¬ 
gulating the* court of session in Scotland. 

The Lord Chancellor stated, that he was 
a friend to Ihe principles of these bilUf but 
that great diffiemties having occurred in some 
of the clauses therein, hi** ad proposed a- * 
tfbther bill, which he hopedw.would stand 
clear of levcral objections in thenoblHord'| 
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bills, or resolutions, and which bill, the 
lord Chnncellor staled, he would bring for¬ 
ward in the noit session of parliament, it 
being mnnif'esily \oo lale to iutrodure such 
a subject in tins. ^ 

I>(»rd ^TrewL*i//e replied, that as the sub- 
j'ct ot‘these bills was fully and universally 
iind'jrst'jod, and imperiously called ior, to 
p:il an end to an admitted and crying de¬ 
tect in ihe administration of justice in 
Scotland, there was a'bundant time for pass¬ 
ing ihese bills, whiclj had been so long con- 
si(»rre«I and iidjiiyh'd, unless it was the object 
of his majesty's ministers, ,^0 have, forihtfr 
cvkii c(»f>\enieuce, diisolved the late parXi- 
mriit, ind to make tills so short, as tha/110 
ethri. n- or important business could be ^^wie 
in it ^ which intention of the ministry w'ould 
be I'dly evinced, by the result of thi|f ques¬ 
tion, ill rejecting^ or even postponing these 
bilh. ^ • 

Eoid Hawkeshnff said, he felt himself 
wsrranie ini insisting on a notice, previous 
to the bringing these bills forward, allhongli 
he tell no diriiculiy in asserting, that the 
great b^idy of the Scotch nation were not for 
the change proposed. 

Tlie iiu.kc of Athol slated, that he had 
taken care tu niakc*inqtiii les upon the sub¬ 
ject, and found that iJ w.i> not the gene!al 
sense of the people' of Scotland to have these 
bills passed at preH'nl 

The tarkpf Ii<i<^hin stated that it ivas the* 
general aihi prfvyibng sen-e of the country, 
that such bills wc^e* tieecsnary, and tliat li' 
wondered to hear such a change of senti- 
mrnls in tbo^e noble lords, who in tiie )a>t 
session were^ such strenuous approvers of^Iie 
measure. 

The Earf^ of La/nh'rdalti contended that 
these l^U should not be posiptxied, on ac- 
«oifi'»Tfti^.:Ti‘et (jfthe ministry, in dissolving 
theparliament i as '>ncli«i di>.sointion, un 
neces‘ary, in Ins opiukm, Caused much 
delay to xuany mea-uren of uige'ui and impor¬ 
tant iiecfsai^v^^^hle' slated, that tl^e sense 
of that gfeat and fiibglittmd body, the 
Scoti h bar, had bceti taken n])«;u this subject, 
as also tint of thtTcon^mercial and meican- 
^tile interv'sts of lli.iL'^uiitry, which W'cre 
*in lUiUVin W'ith At'i.obie mmer foi Iheexpe- 
diedCf and uecessily,of the speedy passing or 
these bills. ^ • 

The Duke of Atholugain rosc,and stated, 
tliat Aotwilbstandingall the noblt^ean liad said, 
he knew that tluf present Me.isuie was not 
tl>c universal or g/^rul sense ol the Scotch 
nation.—The,«^ilfs were then read a first 
Uaie and orefered to be printed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

A/fy/rfay, Jufje 29. 

[MiNUTES.jr Sir S. Romilly obtained 
leave to bring \n a bill for rendering the ^ 
freehrdcl property of gprsons subject to the 
bankrupt law^.ns.scts for the payment of their 
debts.—On the motion of Mr. Long it was 
ordered, here be laid before tlie house, 
an account of the expenditure of the Hritish 
Museum in ihe years ltiQ.5 and ISOG, to- * 
gethcr with an estimate of the expenditure 
of J8O7.—Mr. Rose presented a petition 
from iheTru.stecs of the British Museum, 
setting forlli, that the Trustees and adminis¬ 
trators of the will of the late marquis of 
l^nsdown have proposedfo the con.sidcration j 
of the petitioners, the expq^liency of pur- / 
chasing for the use of tlic public a valuable jk, 
collection of manuscripts belonging to the said 
lale marquis of I«insdo\vn, chidly concern¬ 
ing the public writings and records of this 
country, composed and collected by William 
lord^ hurghly, lord high treasurer in the 
reign of queen Elizabeth, sir Julius Caesar, 
master of the rolls and judge of tlic high 
court of admiralty in the reigns of queen 
Elizabeth nnclking James 1., apd other learn¬ 
ed and eminent persons 3 and tiiat there is 
already in the British Museum a very valua¬ 
ble and e.\tcnsive collection ofmanuseripls 
im^’ortant u» the public, for the purpo.se of 
elucidating llic public history of this country, 
and for furnishing evidence of rl\p rights and 
po3sc.-)Sioiis of individuals, to w'hich (he 
Lnnsduwn ccllcction of manuscripts would 
bc'amo.st valuable addition; but that Ihe 
funds of the petitioners being insufiicient 
for the common annual expenditure of the 
Aiuscum witliuut the accustomed aid of 
parliament, they arc unable to provide for 
the purchase of the said collection of manu¬ 
scripts ; and therefore praying the house to 
take (he matter into consideration, and to 
adopt .such ineasurcb to the house shall 
^eem fit, for ascertaining the public import¬ 
ance of adding the Iiansdown collection of 
manuscripts to those already lodged it) the 
British mu-seum, and also the value ot such 
collection ; and further to act therein as to 
the House shall seem meet.—Mr. Ber.^es, ■ 
with a view to shew (IA3 progre.ss tliat had 
been made towards repubring the British V 
Museum useful in the degree that it ought to 
be lothc pnj^lic, moved, that there belaid 
before the house copies of all the Regula¬ 
tions .adopted/or the better presetvaUon of 
the ditferenx collections, and for rendering ^ 
them more accessible to artists and others} 
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and also, an account of tl)e number of per¬ 
sons admitted to see the Mujiium, since the 
; year 1805, distinsjuishiiig thJ year, month, 
: &c. Ordered.—The house, |)n the motion 
of lord Castlcteagh, went Into a committee 
on his majesty*<i meseage, and rescflved, item, 
con., that a sum of lOOO/. ueV anuiun be 
granted to Jiis majesty out of Cnns()li<!at- 
ed Fund, to be settled, during bis natural 
life, on general sir John Stuart. The Ijonse 
then resumed, and the report was ordered to 
be received to-morrow.—Petitions were pre¬ 
sented, complaining of the late elections for 
Evesham and Dowiipajiiek, wliich were 
severally fixed for consideration on (he 21 st 
of July. • 

[OpricES IV Reverbiov Bill.] On 
the motion of Bankes, the rcsuluiion of 
the24tliof March last agaii^t granting Of¬ 
fices in reversion, was read, and leave was 
given to bring in a bill, similar to that ju’iul- 
iiig when the late parliament was disbolvcd, 
for carrying the resolution into a law. 

>irX)!tfi Xi’/i'port took i\\\^ opportunit}^of 
stating, lliat in the bill introduced by him 
ill the last ses«>ion, for abolishing certain use¬ 
less ofiicrs, ami for the belter llegulation of 
olhei ortices in Ireland, o.ie had been omit¬ 
ted, wliich he had since found ought to ha\e 
been iiichuled. He meant' the o(\hv of 
SLirve}or and Inspector (d llie IVncr Ke'i\- 
mare 5 an oMice creiilcd a few years since, 
and granted to Sir B>»y!e Ruche and J. Ayl¬ 
mer, esq. with heiietit of sur\ nrdii’). 
There was no Surveyor t»r inspector, of the 
same description, fur any other livei in Ire¬ 
land : it was quite a sinecure, with a «aJary 
of *^300 a year. It had been, he knew 
{ not how, omitted in the Report of the 
Conunisoionerb of Inquiry in Ireland, and 
thorefoie omitted in the bill brought in by 
liini on that report 

Mr. licrloi (of Kerry) said,«lhat (he ri¬ 
ver Kenmare lay prii.cj^iiily in*the county 
he had the honour tuTepresent. Il.s c. urse 
was forty miles long, and abuve five or six 
broad, with numberless creeks, and with¬ 
out a single Revenue Otiice in its vicinity to 
conlroul the smuggling exercised upon it, 

. till thi^tfice Iwd been created. The sinufr- 
shortly after the appointment, 
‘);been greatly reduced. 

'} Lord H. Petty was aware of the smugg- 
upon the river Kenmare j but that was 
a s:«onger reason for suppn^&sing useless si- 
m^cure, and substituting an active preven- 

thjij • 

Mr.//Irrierf explahied. He meant that 
some inspection vwjs Le..eisar/, Thesmug- 


gling was not now so considerable as it had 
been before theercat'onof this office. 

?i\T yh thur Wdli'^U'y this office ap¬ 
peared. from what Iiad been ffttid, to be one 
of those that ougfitto be regulated, lather 
than suppressed.’ It was, however, subject 
to the disposal of parliament, as the vacancy 
created by the death ot sir Boyle Roche had 
not been filled up, unless it hud been by the 
late ministers. 

[Resolutions relating to Phivatb 
Bills ] I'lie Speaker acquainted the house, 
th^, pursuant to tjje direction of the house, 
an %'couiit had been jirepurcd of nil Private 
BillVpendiiig at the time of the late dissoJu- 
tiotK\\j'iXhJ,iie several stages in winch they 
werepn the 'i7'h of April, and those that 
were/jjr^sed, with the exception of recei¬ 
ving'the royal assent.—Ibe account was 
ordered to lie on the table, «nd ordered to 
be[)iintcd. • # 

• Mr. rmvra/rose to submit to the house 
a motion, wdncli ho hoped would remove 
all the inconveniences affecting j)riv?!te bills, 
ari>.iiig from the kite rfi.ssohiium of parlia¬ 
ment, Tf, however, the Iiousc should esti¬ 
mate more highly than he did iho'e incon¬ 
veniences, l!u, e who such a superior 
feeling of them, would, he trusted, be but 
more strongly compellovl to adopt the resolu¬ 
tion which w'ont to remedy them. He was 
sure lliaf those who regarded tlie dissolution 
as a Clime u<< to be forgivcn^>fr(pild bi* drs- 
j osetl to vi.sit the punishrrfSir of it wholly 
upon the advisers, willionl involving ihd.se 
•who wore hut innocent sufferers. He never 
had -^lid tliatthe diisolutiou was not attend¬ 
ed With inconvenience : it was merely on a 
comparison of that inconvenience with the 
superior imporfcnice of the reasons tl\,g]b^ren- 
dcitd the dissolution necessary at tha’.;^»fPtti*«» 
tijuc, that he defiaided it. The principal 
inconveniences ^omjvlnincd of were the de¬ 
lay and the additional c*\pen.*>e. The delay 
•f two months, he hoped, co^Miot be at¬ 
tended With any material inconvenience ; 
and as to the expense, it vvould be obviated 
in one of its branches-by tile liberality of 
tl»e (jfficers, who, accoiding ffi the* prece¬ 
dent cstalilishcd by their fbrfticV liberality in * 
agteed to advance tjie bills so pend¬ 
ing at the dis‘‘Okjlinn, to Ihei/ former stage.?, 
without any additional fees. It remained 
only^Jo obviatc^thc exj>ense of agency, a«id . 
tiv» attendatice of^witne-jbe-s in (ovvm This 
was tile principal object resolution 

he ^neaiit to propose, wliicli to give 
an instruction to tl^e committee, To which 
every peiiifbn for a private bilfthould be re- 
• • 
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ierred* to Ihifuire whether apy petition 
2 ud already been presented In this late ses* 
aion, from the same paniesi on the same 
subject } and if so, that the minutes of the 
evidence, taken before the committee on 
the former petition, should be evidence be¬ 
fore the said ^mmittee } and so, in like 
manner, with respect to private bills, found¬ 
ed on such petitions, allowing the commit* 
Cees to call for further evidence, tf necessa* 
ry. He hoped that the inconveniences ari* 
sing from the late distolution to private busi¬ 
ness, would be in a great measure d^e 
away, by adopting this arrangement. 
who looked upon the dissolution as an fvW 
which nothing could remedy, would^iot, 
of course, think this remedy ^tt^t^bry. 
But those who, on the contrary, looked ppnn 
it as a necessary appeal to the seus( oL die 
country, under (lie circumstances existing at 
the time, would l)e gratified to think that 
the inconvehitnees which the appeal occa*^ 
sioned, could be made so light. He con¬ 
cluded V ith moving a resaiution accord¬ 
ingly. 

l^rd H. Petty was ready to concur in 
every proper measure to lighten the inconve¬ 
niences caused by late dissolution. He, 
however, wished tM house to consider, that 
to the Serjeant at Arms, and others of the 
officers, the deficiencies of their fees be- 
ne^fh a ce^in amount was to be made good 
from the public purse, and tb*^8 deficiency 
Would of increased by remitting 

th^ fees. 

Mr. Curwen could not reconcile himself 
to 10 dangerous a precedent as this, which 
by presenting a mode for relieving the private 
inconveniences incident to sutm a stretch 
•of power, would always render it a matter 
oj[tfln?[j|^'ito a minister to dissofve parliament, 
^in every case in which its temper and dispo- 
aition might be adverse to*his^views. It was 
true, there had been a strong opposition to 
the late mii^^ters on tne two questions that 
bad been.trieatouching the manner<n which 
they had come into power. He had been 
one of those ,who bad opposed them upon 
these questions, and lie lamented that the 
decision upon them ^d not been different; 
forarkwas, it tended to endanger the sequri; 
tyof th«(j^wn, and of the country itself. He 
was sure, however, that no vexatious op- 

D ’tion had been intended 5 and if there 
been, he would not faaye Uticn a parfy to 
It. He lanoented the inconveniences to 
private persons faulting from the dissolu¬ 
tion^; buk^'fliougii he wished to alleviate 
those iuconvcieences, he 'could n(H consent 


to relieve them by opening a door for public 
mischief. . 

Lord /fottvrAeoincided in what had fallen 
from his lion, friend bear him. Howeref 
desirous of remedying the incxinveniences 
occasioned by the di^lution (and every 
day shewed^rhose inconveniences to be so 
great, that thi period seemed to have been 
purposely cht^n at which they must have been 
the greatest), hecqukl not e^isily bring him¬ 
self to consent to the measure now propos¬ 
ed to remedy those Inconveniences. The 
magnitude of the inconveniences might in¬ 
deed be well estimated, from the extraordi¬ 
nary nature of the remedy proposed. That 
remedy went to suspend and repeal for the 
time, the forms by which the privileges 
of the house of coramonSf and the rights 
and the property of the people, were se¬ 
cured and protected. However highly he 
might be disposed to commend the liberality 
of the clerks, it was nota very pleasant situa¬ 
tion in whicli to place the house or the coun¬ 
try/ to make (hem dependent on that liber¬ 
ality. However it miglit answer in cases in 
W'hich there was no opposition to allow the 
bills to proceed, without the necessity of bring¬ 
ing up witnesses, in cases of coniestand oppo¬ 
sition, the vast expence attending such cases 
must be again incurred. Tlie necess.iry no¬ 
tices were not to be insisted upon, and indivi¬ 
duals might find their > property invaded, 
without any intimaiion to put tliem on their 
guard. It w'as impossible for i-iin, in these 
circumstances, to consent to the arrange¬ 
ment proposed. If the right lion. gent, 
w’buld but allow himself a pause of 24 hours, 
he would not think of pressing a measure, 
not only differing widely from all precedent, 
but violatory of every parliamentary princi¬ 
ple. He recommendetl at least the appoint¬ 
ment of a Committee to search into prece¬ 
dents. In 1764 , though the expedient of 
forwarding tira bills without fees had been 
adopted, no standmg'wrder had been violat¬ 
ed. He again expatiated on the mischiefa 
attending the dissolution. He disclaimed 
all idea of vexatious bpposition. Though 
there had necessarily been a decided opposi¬ 
tion on the questions immediately touching 
the change of administration, and inr^AVing 
great constitutional prmciples, (he decision 
that bad been formed up6n which he feared 
there would be cause to regret, there would 
not have be^n another division in the course 
of the session, unless something new had 
been brought forw'ard. The Inclosi^re bills 
could not ^-possibly be carried into effedt,^ 
when passed at so late a peri^ of the sessioin 
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The precedent \vas*tolally novel, and dnn- 
gtrroiisin its principle, ami iLerel'orc lie could 
not assent to it. I 

Air. Perc'ei'al said, he cclilcl not liope to 
alter the noble lord's opinion, nor that ot 
those who acted witl#hiin,’a.s to the merits 
of the hue dissoluiion. H<i^as happy to 
think, b(»\vcvcr, that there Itjas a great ma¬ 
jority of the house, who were ot opinion 
wdth him. that (!»• preEogative was properly 
exercised in that instance. The importance 
of the circumstances that led to the dissolu¬ 
tion were more than sufficient to eountei ba¬ 
lance the piivate iucoiuenicnccs. Jt was 
the great public interest that was to be con¬ 
sulted, and not i)ri,va(c convenience. The 
noble lord was mistaken in supposing that 
any standing orcJcr was violated, or that the 
usual notice to parties wa» infringed upon. 
'J'jie standing order relative to notices rc<jiiir- 
cd that they should be given at the Mi(:ba<’l- 
inas, or in the August and September preced-* 
iiifr the session in which the bill was to be 
brought in. The Aliehaclnias, iheAu^uit, ] 
and the Sep'ciubcr that preceded the last j 
sesdon, were also the Michaelmas, An- j 
gust, aiui September preceding this, and i 
theivtoie the same notice answered ftir the 
hills to Iv* now brought in. 'I'hc same con- 
§trucrion had been pul on the Jaw of notices 
in the year 17 HI, and in the year lBl) 0 ,^in 
the first session tlT the Whited Parliamenl j 
following the short session of the Ih ltisli par¬ 
liament. lie thought it rather a strange 
way of strengthening tlu‘. argument derived 
Irom the 'inconveniences attending the dis-.; 
Bohitiou, to refuse to alleviate those infron- j 
venicnces. 

I/jrd IJowich, in explanation, vindicated 
himself from the imputation of being dis¬ 
posed to add to the inconveuiences arising 
from the di'^solutiun, which he had every 
wish to remedy, so far as Ihat^'ould be done 
without Cl eating pnblij jnischref. He deni¬ 
ed the appUcallon df hhc precedents of 1784 
and ISuo, in the most material circumT 
stances. No rc^olujtion, like the present, 
bad been ihe.n adopted. 

Sir John l^cwport objected to the resolu- 
^as going to Bubstituic written evidence 
I for parole eyidenee.jwitlx the power of per- 
j sonal examination , 

? ■ Air. Hnse said, the committees were to be 
[ at liberty to call for paiole evidence when- 
\ ever they might think itnccessai^.Hethought 
; the house could by its own power obviate 
t^e difficulties touching the fees in every in¬ 
stance : for though the fees were, in some 
mstanties, apprt^riated by act of parliament, 


■they were levied only by a resolution of the - 
liousc, which the house could dispose of ac¬ 
cording to its pleasure. • 

' Lord H. Ptitty allowed that the power of 
the house mighf extend as far as the hon. 
gent, stated; bat it would not, perhaps^ be 
right, after the house had passed an act of 
a])probaiion, to withdraw the sums to be ap¬ 
propriated.—After a few words from Mr. 
Bastard and sir J. Anstruther against the fuo- 
tion, Mr. Shaw Lefevre tpoved, tha-t 
debate be adjourned fill to-morrow. This 
[^.uduced a short discussion between the 
chancellor of th(? exchequer, lord Howick, 
Aii*. W. Smith, Mr. G. Wynne, and Mr.-C. 
Li.\^das, in which it was contended, on the 
one hand, that there were no grounds, and 
on tilie other, that there were ample grounds 
for4ui!h a postponement. ^Upon which the 
house then divided: For^he adjournment 
/fi. Against it l(j-l. "ilie •^resolution was. 
then put and carried. 

[(h)Nr 5 UCT 01? Marquis Wei.lrsluy]-*- 
Lrjrd entertaining the same 

opinion iJul lie had fiftni the beginning, re¬ 
lative to the conduct of marquis Wellesley . 
in the Onde tvansaction, moved, that the sh- 
vcr.d Papers onlc-red w^h a view to the no- , 
cusaiiou and defence of the noble Marquis 
on thvit charge in the last session, be Rgaln 
laid before the house. 

Sir John Anstlather said, it most be equaL 
ly the wishrfif all persons,*a^'511 those who 
disapproved of the adn)in4jtta!ic)n of the no¬ 
ble marquis, as those who thought like'him, 
that it was the brightest period of the Bri¬ 
tish history in India; that as well on pub¬ 
lic *as on private grounds, these chatges so 
long petiding should be brouglfl to a deci¬ 
sion as speedily as possible As Uiq^ewhS^ 
had been in the last and the pvec* 
liament, must hay^filready made themselves 
masters of allttl^c documents; and a.s there 
were in the vote office a sufficient numbef 
pf copies’to supply all the Pt;w uvimbers, 
he rcctftnmendcd, .with a view to economy 
and expedition, that instead of renewing 
the general order for presenting and print¬ 
ing, the remaining ethnics slTould be distri¬ 
buted to the new incmners, Undtha,t the bu^* 
«iness should be decided^ou as eayly a day a& 
possible ill tfiis session. 

Lord Folkestone expressed iJis wilKngnesa 
to promote speedy decisiott, W Wfth a 
jfear th.it the (t'csent Se-ssion, from'.the va¬ 
riety of other important busine.sst,. would 
HDl in its short duration ajfiirdeitlier suffici¬ 
ent time, or a sufficiently full attendanpe 
this question. ‘ • 
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(• , ]i0j!(^evaj, from the diffiailty of deci- 
el case in which the nobleomarquU’.s 
: thoiu’ht his administration most iise- 

f^i ' the Kc't'.t Iifdia Company, according 
.'to a book published under the authority of 
' . the Court of Directors, represented it as the 
most Hijurious to their trade ami reveiuu*, as 

* an abaolute despotism, vibhtory of all the 
laws for the govermnent of India, thought 
the present «hort session, oetupicd as it 
would be with a mnltiphvity of other iinpor- 
tant matters, would not all’ord a proper op- 
.poriunlty for coming to a determination upon 

it- t “ 

. Mr. H. ytddi^r^fon thought tliere waya 
combination of t'^-eiy private and public ya- 
son lor coming to a decijion a.s spce4il^as 
possible. Those who liad been njcmbers ol 
the last parliament, had ro.ad all tlu^docu¬ 
ments winch h-uLbeen or(k*u»d, he would 
Bay^too precipitately, without the substantin- 
'tion of a/>riw/7ct guilt, 'll!.-pa¬ 
pers in the vole office would .sujq)ly the new 
members. 

■‘The S/fcfik.'r said, it was* nut necess.uy 
that 'papers should bd pt«*sente(i and printi'fl 
in ever)’now p iritaiuent, in order to afl'ord 
“ground, for parH.amentary priiccedings. It 
W. 1 S enough ihat tiny were in tlio custody of 
the house, and might be read. If the sense 
cf the house sluuikl bo to di.-.posc of any 
-jVipers in its stores to any pjiriicular descrip¬ 
tion of member.s, it^ w'ottid be tlie duty of the. 
Speaker to cartV kou-'e sliort- 

ly into execuliom^In answer to a wish ex- 

* pressed by sir A. Wellcshy. that a day 
fchonld' be appointed for the decision of the 
question, lord Folkestone stated, that^for 

' hinxseif ho wa.s always ready to come to the 
discussion, * but he could not fix any day 
^ HvithoCikrpnsuUing others. « 

* OK Siu Henry Mildmay.] 

-—Str Henry Mddmny rifsft, to give an ex¬ 
planation of some circumutain^es, which had 
cabsed much unmerited obloquy to be ca«t 
upon liim, Vl^did not wisJi to conceal the 
Slate of aitxiety in which he was. l5ut ihat 
anxiety arose from a fear, lest hi.s abilities 
should not sufficiently adequate to the 

^ta.sk; and lest“the feedings of one, little ac¬ 
customed to calAnfhy, should render him in¬ 
capable of-gmng a, full explanation. l*l>aC 

hc«had ever had 
>vith gotjerboient, or ever would have if he 
couW-’.j^ it, , 'Tbe fourth r^^port of ihe 
ComnmwyOtrt^^trfMilitar^^ itiquiry liad heeir 

* perverU^ fiui'pose of casting asper- 

sidnsdn bitirV •tid it had been,said, that he 
had' teceit^S unduo favours from govern¬ 


ment, and had taken an undue advantage of 
the public. That charge was most fidse and 
unfounded; buti he did not think himself 
called upon to answer anonymou.s asper.sions, 
and had therefcFe waited with patience till 
the meeting of parliapient gave him an op¬ 
portunity or ^^U'»tifying himself; He felt 
that this expiaujtion was due to the house, 
to himself, aii|'l to his constituents, but par¬ 
ticularly to the administration of Mr. Ad- 
dingt n (lord Sidmtfuth),’during which the 
transaction had <*ommenocd j and more par¬ 
ticularly ‘^till to one of the pre.scnt lords of 
Ilu*Trcasui*)' (Mr. S. Bourne), w'ho at one 
period of the alfair ha/.! been-secrctdiy of the 
'IVeasury, which had expo.sed him, as well 
as himself, to a great deal of unjust calumny. 
Ill 17(,‘.5, he had come into the po.-*session of 
a largo estate in K -sex, on which he was 
obliged to reside'ihuv months in the year. 
The works began to be erected in 1803, 
During the time he resided thereabout 1500 
^[leople w'crc engaged on them, which cer- 
iainlydidnot render tijc residence the mo.st 
desirable. All lii.*. tangible property on the 
outside of the house w’a.s in danger, and his 
family not very comfortable; but he still re¬ 
sided there till, nine nights out of ten, fool- 
pad robberies were committed in the fields 
near his house. He then thought that he 
had some claim to relief by law from the re* 
sidence, and app;icd to Mf Addington's ad- 
minislvatiou for that purpose. He then was 
directed to apply to Mr. VaiisittjiTt, and ob¬ 
tained what he wanted. But the bill went 
only to relieve him for four years, and he 
was,actually obliged to return to the place 
w'iih all ’its inconveniences on the 24th of 
June next. If this w'as a job, it was singu¬ 
lar that the administration bhonld have job¬ 
bed against tliemselves, for lie never gave 
them a *-otc in his life. He made the pni- 
posal of the house as a residence for the ge¬ 
neral of the dV*trict, to colonel Gordon, who 
told him tliai he coitivV^) nothing without a 
[•report from the barrai'k board, I’hcir report 
was favourable, and he had a meeting with 
IVA-. Williain Dundas, Kie Secretary at War, 
who s;iid that it would be necessary to sewd 
a, .surveyor examine the premises. Mr, 
Johnstone, the surveyor to tfie boai^J^as 
then sent* He was Hotally unconnected 
with Mr. Johnstone, wllom he had never 
seen in his life, and who had liis own way in 
the whole ^iur. Hfe made a report that 
.£400 was a fair rent for the hou.se and 20 
acre.s about it. The house was furnished, as 
he had not .removed one article. ' 'J’he houSe 
had* cost i£jo,OQO. He had received ^^00 
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for repairs and 3^*400 a year for rent. On 
the 24th of June, 1804, the bargain was 
made, but the lease was noA signed as gene¬ 
ral Delancey left the boardi The rent was, 
however, due from that pelod. As to the 
letters froii^ one departinenll lo anotiier, he 
had notliiiig to do with theii^Mnd never saw 
them till they appeared in The report. By 
(he general’s residing in it, the government 
would save moneyt Bor their rcj)airs he 
was not obliged to them, as he wished to 
have the house pulled down. Ihit he had 
received no atom of comptMisation for being 
turned out of doors. On tlie JS!h of Au¬ 
gust a jury was impannelled—one would 
think from the repeyt that it was* in j 
but it was in 180t, which made a very ma¬ 
terial difFeioiice. On Uiat occasion he ein” 

• 

ployed l!io agent that genemlly acted for ihe 
gentleuieii in that part of the country. 4’lje 
agent employed counsel; but lie had gi\en 
Jiifii no instructions to do so, and knew no¬ 
thing of it. The jury w'as one of the most 
rospeelahle that fc\er sat, and did not gito a 
rash or hasty verdict, for they were locked 
np three hours before they agreed upon it. 
'i'liey 0 . 1 VC a verdict of ,i'KKX) for thirty 
acres one rood, &c. on which the military 
works stofxl. But he would ask, if there 
was a single word in the‘verdict that pre¬ 
vented him from living in the house or pul¬ 
ling it down, if Ifh ihor.ght proper: and a 
suneyor had valued the materials of the 
house at .;f'l(),000, w'hicii would produce 
.4o00 a year. Was there any thing that 
prcv(‘nted him from letting the house to the 
Speaker of the House of Commf)ns, ro*gO“ 
vcnirneut, or to anyone else? The thirty 
acres for the military works, had nothing 
whatever to do with lite Barrack Ofticc 
agreement as to (he house and 20 acres. 
The furnitinc for such a house was woith a 
good round sum. This esfat^ was worth 
above I ,OtX), and ha4 a suitable house. 
For this a ye:fr was no adesjuate com¬ 

pensation. Ho wished that the value of the 
furHiture of the house could be ascertained, 
or Jo wiiat sum the fair annual valuation 
would have amounted^ and he also wished 
to k^nw, \vh»t gentleman who heard In'm, 
having such a houses so furniblied, would 
have considered a year an equivalent. 

He appealed to ihoiic who had known'him 
for many years, wlierher, in his conduct, he 
had evinced any thing which cluld induce 
them to believe him capable of a transHctiong 
sucji as Kus had been described to be. His 
estate in Essex had been granteil to his an¬ 
cestors by Henrv VIII. He repeated 




theqHestipn.was.^C-lOOaycr a compeTwa- 
tion? Kc had been told thru the Grand JuDCi 

tion Canal had to go rtirough lord Essex’s 
I’ark, and he would be coivtnied with one., 
fourth of the cSmpensaiion fr<'!n govern¬ 
ment that lord Essex received from priyalo 
individuals. The noble lord over the way 
(lord 1 lowick) had hinted, that he was unlit 
to .sit on the CummitU'e ('f Finance, on ac¬ 
count of the facts llftit were stated^in the^ 
Beport. This v\ as cei tainlv pfemalure daci- • 
sion. The Military (^omnii.s'sioiiers them* 
selves had said tlial no imputation rested on 
him. Tiiey onlv said that the Barrack Board 
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ha I made a negligent barg^tin ftjr the public; 
at aV events, he wtndd not he a moment lon¬ 
ger in possession o( tills lease, ;*nd he in-- 
treaifd of his iimjesi’t's ministers to liave a 
fresh Jury iriip.iiinelled, , He wished to 
justify himself, and wouliUmswcr any qvies-' 
tions th-it should btf jint •«*trTfTi, either at the 
Bar of ine House, in hiv place, 01 in a Court 
of Jmstice. As he liad spoken from memory, 
some subordm.'fle points might n%i be ac- 
<'iiraieij' stall'd, hut ihe^ubstancc wascorrcct. 

Ho conciuded by niovirg for the production 
of a ^leniurial which he Iiad lliat day given 
in to (he Commissioners of'Military Inqui- ‘ 
rv. 

Mr. Stur^fs seconded the motion, 

lie rose, he .saivl, m c(;n-« (jiicnce of the 
calumnic.s that had been circulatt-d agr^nst 
him, wliich*he regarded less ^n,*lii.s own ac¬ 
count than on account OiT'Yiishon. friend. 
Ind'.-ed, tliey would have been u:iworihV‘of ' 
noiic(i if they had not been echoed by'tho' 
noble lord over the way fiord Howick/. He . ■ 
seemed to lia'.e looked at iho iiowspaper 
report rather than at the Rc)>ort ot the com¬ 
missioners, klis Uiimo had not oceuvred 
the Report, except wheiv it was fou.^r Ifi‘A* ^ 
bottom of one Jefctdr on ibU subject. He 
had been told^tliaU the age of insinuation 
was past, but ii it wan so, lie was very' tin- 
ifoitun.Utj for no one had nv-t with more 
insinuations. He hopci-! the• prtictice of 
making insinuaiions^on account of private 
friendsliips, would be don(‘ aWay. He bad 
no concern witli the tiigiu oT the business, 
and yet he was accused ofViving 0':i0i:. for * 

r#-p'«rs instead of the c.^tiixiatcd 250/. and 
that Iiecaiise lie had not <;boseiT tjp deny a 
charge in the newspaper, but had waited 
for the meeting of tliat house. The bustiTfes#- 
rame to his uoi^e odicially in ISG5, ancl 
the reason wa?, that by a ijgte regulation no ' 
ii>:^ae could be made for the Barrack-Board 
above 500/. without a communic^ion t<f th6' 
Treasury ;• and the jipidicatloif was not icia- . 
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nor passed over without atten- 
as had been said. The objdct at tlmt 
time was not (he policy of the agreetnent, 
for that had bevn determined and acted on, 
and tlie repairs had been done. The Trea¬ 
sury, therefore, gave its authority, tliough 
sensible of-ihc disadvantage of the terms. Jn 
every instance of this sort a jury gave a large 
compensation, and so it ought lo do, where 
the one parly had no.choice. U fell to his 
lot as secretary to the treasury, to cotn- 
‘ nsunicate thcdetermwiaiion to the Barrack- 
Board ; but 1 I 10 object was not to exceuje 
the lease, for that had licen done already. 
Some of tije gentlemen on the other ^de 
must know the course of the Treasury. Ale 
was answerable for any mistake in the later, 
but when lie had to sign so many, it was 
not surprising that a mistake shouktl have 
occurred in onc^wliich it was not thought 
required any vrrv minute altenlioii. The 
letter ought not to Bare a'lliided to repairs at 
all, and the gentlemen must li.ive known 
that the Jettcr admitted of 9 dift'erent con¬ 
struction from what.lhcy hud put upon it. 
Having staled this, be left it to the liousc to 
judge of the fairness of tlieir proceedings. 
He wHould ask the noble lord (H. Petty), 
whether he had found that he had ever been 
apt to make use of his otHcial situation to 
serve his friends particularly ? TIic charge 
''4lgain.st him was talse, foid, and scandalous, 
ancf he had \^d)* to say ihat he had iimch 
rather be the oVi^^t of it than t(ie antlior. 

Mr. H. AJartm considertxl the bargain as 
highly advantageous to tliehon. baronet, and 
ruinous to tlif public, and therefore con¬ 
tended that thn matter should be inquired 
into. It appeared to him also objectiona- 
•ble, that the hon. baronet, in justifying 
himsfiff, seemed to impute \)]«Hnc to the 
"^ilitaiy' Coniniissionerf. He did not mean 
to say that the hon. bar<Jii(y|intended to do 
so j but the consequence that would follow 
from his statement w'as, that (he commission-^ 
ers did npt uiHier.stand the transaction. The 
compensation of J3(K)A awarded by the jury 
for the lirst year for Ihirtj* acres, amounted 
io the fee simple of the land. The hon. and 
leariK'd gent., i^pjidd some further obseiva- 
tions on the terms of the bai*gain, and,cop- 
tended that fhe matter should be enquired 
into. Jt'Was desirable, particularly at (hi.; 

to show that the rcportsofthe.se 
comhiMonOiil were def:rV5ng of ctedit, 
when jtha^ hitd made so suiall ^progress in tlie 
fubjocta they had to investigate. Heknewthe 
cotpmissiiiners to be men of as much hones¬ 
ty, integrity,«and princtple, -as any geiltle- 


rf Sir Henrj/ 

men in that house, and w^as sure they had 
no int*'*'' m to make any unfavourable 
report against tl|i hon. baronet. When the 
matter should a'.uiu be brought before the 
housi!, he hopL'l the lion, baronet would be 
prepared to cxfilain,# why no person had 
attended on tjt^part of the cro\Cn, to take 
care of the intoie.sts ot the public. He was 
much misinf<ffmed, or it was the duty of 
the person who was counsel to the BoanI 
of Ordnance, to attend under the defence 
act, upon such ocya.sions, if directed. This 
explanation would relieve his mind from a 
suj%picion, iioL of the hon. baronet, but of 
the negligence of ihe^public-boards. 

Mr. Secretary Canriim' approved in warm 
terms of the candid stafement made by his 
hon. friend. He did thii^t it an ingfJiiu- 
ous .statement, jpid he hoped that the gen¬ 
tlemen wlio w'crc so ready to charge would 
prove equally ingenuous in their own defence 
wdien called upon under any circumstances 
that might hereafter arise to vindicate tlieru- 
selvi's. He censured the manncM* in vhich 
the calumnies of the daily puhlu.iMoUb had 
been sanctioned by tlie authority ofthe noble 
lord (Howick), and contended that such 
calumnies would have sunk into their meiit- 
ed oblivion, had they n®t received a sort 0 / 
stamp and currency from what had recently 
passed within that house. 

•J.ord Ilou'ich said, that in the very few 
words he sliouJd feel itncce.ssarv to say upon 
the present subject, Jie shoidd cautiou.sly 
ab.stain from following llic example of the 
right hon. secretary, by trying tg divert the 
atl«ntion of the house from’a serious chaige 
alTecting one of its members, by a vague re- 
crimin«ition, equally inapplicableand gri^und- 
le&s. He did not blame, he riither iqiprovetl 
of th" hon. baronet’s refusing to answer tln^ 
newspaper attacks that had been made upon 
him; anvl though the right hon. secretary 
bad accuscdVini (lord Howick) of sanction¬ 
ing newspaper caTitlwies, he had been so 
much more the object than the pro- 
i;K>ter of such attacks, that he did not tliink 
such in.iinunlion in aify respect just towards 
him. 1 fo.would not retort ihechargc upon 
lire light hon. secretary, though, at thejsame' 
time, he could not forget the Keen aftfT^jwig- 
naiu wit that in other times had distinguish¬ 
ed thcp.apers of tiv' Anfi-jacobin. As to the 
other lion. gent. (Mr. S. Bourne) he had 
never imputed to him any thing more dian 
negligence, which utight paturally be the 
^consequence of a great mdllipHcity^of bvisi- 
ncs.sj hut he had satisfadtion in saying. That 
so far os tlut gentleman was c^ceruod, he 
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was totally exculpated. He felt it a painful 
duty to state, that lie was not satisfied wixli 
the explanation given by lly hon. baronet. 
Hccensincd any bUistcriiK attempt upon 
the part of his majedty’s-mliisleas, to influ¬ 
ence that house in iis^decisfcn on tlic present 
case, if the cause of the lAm baronet v.as 
a ba^ one, the iiijudioiousii^s ol the delcncc 
might tend to aggravate the A'ime, and il it 
was a good one, it was certainly most impo¬ 
litic to attempt to contfoul, when it could 
so easily convince. This was not a time to 
resist inquiry by menacing challenges; the 
coiinlry expected inquiry, and recrimination 
wonUl prove but a bad method to evade it. 
If there was calumny in this attack upon the 
bon. baronet, that Valuiuny was to be found 
in the i’ourtb l^cport ot llie Commissioners 
of Military Inquiry, and surely no member 
in that lioine wastobe cefSsured for not at 
once discrediting and ueiiouiieing that Uc- 
port, though not one title had !)cen yet offer¬ 
ed by the Inm. baronrt (»r his friends in deni*- 
al of its Statements. As,to what had fallen 
from him (lord llowick) upon a former 
night, with respect to 4he reappointing nt ot 
the hon. baronet on the Finance. Committee, 
he was willing to repeat, that till this tians- 


w 

the dissolution, should/be to take intb'.csiRjp 
sidcration«the Standing Orders, ile^hi^ 
fore moved that the Standing Orders rela* • 
live to Private Bills, should be faken- into 
consideration on^Thiirsday, bn which day he 
intended to move with respect to such .bills, 
four propositir)ii>; first. That with respect 
to petitions for bills, upon which reports had 
been made last session, «uch reports should 
he taken as of this sc.ssion, without a licf' ' 
reference, provided *the i*enewcd petitions 
were in substance the.samc as ihose preRcnt- 
ed last hcssion. Secondly, that instead of a 
fOrtiiighi being 5 iM|uircd to elapse previous 
to,the cvjmmitmrnt of a bill of this descrip¬ 
tion. a week only should be necessary. 
Thirdly, that the evidence taken la.st session 
in committees on Private Bills, should be 
icferr^d to the committees on the renewed 
bdls,with a proviso that g’j*ch new committee 
should not be concluded such evidence, 
but should be aHibcrly to call such further 
evidence as they might deem neces.srfry; and , 
fourtidy, that the Standing (Jrdoj-j. in other 
respects should be strictly coniphwl with, . 

I.ord Grc«yi//t* acquie.^ced generally in the 
mode j>roposedby the ludile and learned lord, 
.md ih()Ughl that wliatevcr ditlcrence of 


action wasfulTy explained to the sarisfaction ! opinion there might be with re pect to the 


of parliament, and the public, he did think 
it njo>t inadviseable to allow that gentleman’s 
name to j'ppear o^ the list ol a comninie» ap 


I » 

late dissolution f>f purliameni, there should 
bcageneraldi';]) 0 !-iiiontogive relieftolhe par¬ 
ties interested iu,privatebiJls as far as snch relief 


the expenditure of the public money. He 
bad said that the hon. baronet’s explanation 
ha \ not satistied him; and whybccaa.se that 


pointed lor lookinj; with a jealous cmUir^n to ^ was consisicuL with the tfigtnty of (heliouse# 

' and with flistice to all parlj'.^.-r-The Standing 
Orders, together with nhe propositions of 
the lord chancellor, w'ere ordered to be taken 
explanation rlid not in any way gotodigprove , into c(nisideniion on Thursd.iy. 
whathadheeu staged, tliai the public had paid ; •[Amkjuc.in Tradk IlinL.J Lord Hawkes'- 
twice for the same thing This had not been j in r<^nsequence of the wadi expressed 

cleared up. and until it 'was, In; covdd not, i by a noble ioid (Grenville) on the preq^ 
consi.deiilly with Ins duty to that house and ' .....Mi¬ 

llie public, totally acipiit the hon. baronet. 
i.oul //. Petty justdied tlic hon. gent. 


ing evcniniJ tor furtherinformnUon res^ectin^ 
the Order of Coi^ncil, slated, that 

... j.. 1 proceeding Ijad-^vas the usual circular leitet' 

rMr. S, Bourne) from theiiAuUation against i from the Trca.sur^' to the Officersuf Custonjn 


him. So far asjj'/' had an opportunity of 
jutlging, 1 here appeared no ground to siA- 
pect that lion. gent, of any cornq)l practice 
while Secretaiy of Che Treasury.—After a few 
•Kordi froiirgeneral Hope,Mr. P. Carew.Mr. 
• Montague, the chancellor of the exchequer, 
JSp; Ashley, and lord II. Petty, tiio motion 
w^as agiced to. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

I'fu'fday, June JO. 

[Private IUi-ls.J. The Lord Chancellor 
Blale^l, that, upon consideiation, he thought 
•it most expedient that tlie llisl step 
towards llie*ielief of partie*; inteie.sted in 
. hivale Bills %hlcli h.id been inleirupted by 


nd Excise, to cobfurm to the regulations 
contakH^d in the act. 

J.ord Grc«id//e moved for the production 
of thi.s circular letter; and also an account 
of the rates of duties levief under the actj 
adding to the latter i|iotion, on the siiggestiqp 
of lord Hawkesbury, an accoiint of thj? rates 
of duties payable by law after the expiration ■ 
of the act ^alluded to.--iAgreed to. 

• •HOUSE OF COHUOKS. * ' 

^ Tuesday, June 30 , 

[n.RiTisH AND Foreign Shipping ] Mrl- 
’ Eden rose to move for a return of the 
British^and foreign ships^m^oyed* in the, 
Biitish tude for ilic last three years; he sajd-^' 
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indoced to make such n motion, 
•tfft'bci^diought. if it could be con*>flied \vith, 
the house would l)e enabled to judge how 
far die sbippinginterest IijkI been.affected by 
the measures of ihe late administration. He 
■was sure the house w'ould lie convinced, as 
he was, that notwithstanding tlic contrary as¬ 
sertions of his majesty's ministers, the Brilisli 
ships'had increased 1-Olh in tlie course of 
the last year, while the foreign vessels had 
diminished in nearly the same pnjporlion. 
•Of the serious accusafcious adianced against 
the late ministers, the chief source (as al- 
ledged by those wlio made them) was the 
American Intercourse act, which, to use-Ihe 
Teryworclsoftherighthon.gent.opposite (/I'-; 
Hose) ** did for our encime.f what they could 
■not do fur themselves”: if that was the case, 
'be wondered that ministers had notA>eforc 
now availed thefflseivcs of the opportunity 
their present si/yations ^avo tlicm, of re¬ 
pealing an act of su^ dangerous consequen¬ 
ces, and restoring the British navy to its 
'Original fpoting, or as Robespierre wa.i; 
known to have said, ‘*.to stan c the colonies, ! 
rather than give up an iota of their princi¬ 
ples.” The date ministers had been charged 
with having made fatal concessions to the 
tieutral flag-i; he trusted, however, that those 
who had succeeded thorn would not, by any 
rash or precipiialemeasnrcs, hurry us into 
those evils sudJi concessions were so well 
calculated iq prevent j he trusted^their rash¬ 
ness would not <^d.in a rupture with Ameri¬ 
ca. Jo 1801, theTUissiaii Convention W'as 
concluded upon, by which Russia gave up 
the treaty of 1/50. Did the right hon. the 
chancellor of the exchequer inrehd to catry 
intoolhccw'i^hhim those sentimentswhichm 
dniiqipmitinn made him despise all commercial 
_ advantage s however extensive or important, 
'WlftcK were to beheld through neutral flags? j 
'He hoped he did not, and fmmilhe silence of j 
the right.hon.geniicmanpud his colleagues,! 
vpon the American Intercourse act, he was in¬ 
clined to bejieve that in this respect (lAt right 
. bon. gent, fortunately for the c<»untry, had 
abandoned ihosq principles, wdiich while out 
of power directed his opposition to this 
joeasuro. He w,isked 1 he house to examine 
■attentively these accounts, which he naw 
enovsd for ; they W'otsld enable t^e house to 
form H just estimate of the accusation which 
had bfen, thrown;upon the late ministry, 
for Defect of the shippin 3 ^ interest > so 
far from having suffered Iron, the mea- 
kures adopted by •the late ministers, he; 
would take upon him to assert, tliat for the 
last yj .he nitfnber of British ships had 
^perej^ £ a proportion uftexampl^ fo( the 


same time tn any former war, notwithstand¬ 
ing the diminution that must naturally arise 
out of ihe highfrate.s of insurance during a 
continuance otXhostiliiics, He concluded 
witii moving, Ihat there be laid before the 
House an Accchint (vf British and Foreign 
Shipping em^d^ed tn the RritMi tiade for 
tlic Iasi: three j-feirs, ending 5th of January', 
1807 ? shcwiifg the number of vt^s.sols, tons, 
and men, entcied igwards and cleared out¬ 
wards, in each year. 

Mr. Rfne .said, he had no objection to tlie 
j motion, but could not see what object it 
could answer. As to (he number of British 
vessels in the Brjil.sh Trade, it was not pos¬ 
sibly for the late ministers, during their 
[ short stay in onice, In have dilnini^lled it in 
[ any considerable proportion.#As to the Amc- 
i riean Intercourse# bill, he had no hcsit.ition 
j in repeating what ho h.id wheu out <d’()llice 
j stated to the JioU'.e, that he thought ir .an 
,^'ict big with the lAorst consequences to our 
I West India trade. A right hon. friend of 
his had been a.sked yesterday, whether it 
wasintended topropo-e therejicai (»f this act? 
Diditfollow, that becau.se the nKM.suiemight 
be objected to on its being proposed, that alter 
its adoption it ought to be repealed ? It was a 
diftereiU thing to oppose a law before ir was 
made, and to repeal it wiien made. AVhile 
the bill alludi d to was pending, hetliougljt it 
would be liiglily miM:liie\f>us} in that opi¬ 
nion he wa.s confirmed. It gave the Ame¬ 
ricans such aclvant.iges, iliat the Britidi slop¬ 
ping were ahm)>t driven out ol ihetiadc. 
He had been lately applied to, by an agent 
of Jtimaica, fora < oiuoy to secute llic little 
trade carrying ou iherc iu Briiiah bottoms, 
but he thoutjht the advantages on the side of 
the Americans, as to chc.ipncb.s of insur¬ 
ance, number of vessels, and shortness of 
distance, too great lor the Brilisli vessels to 
rival them in ijuit trade. He had however, 
no objection to*themqljon of the hon. gent, 
plough he lelt it diffieulT'to discover what 
object could be attained by it, and thought 
it by no mcaii.s justifiably to throw out any 
hint or di.srespectful insinuations agains^ 
such a weighty and icspectable body as the 
shipping interest of this country* ^ « 
Lord ffou'ick thought the observations 
made by the right hon. g^nt. who had just 
sat down, the most extraordinary he had' 
ever heard j was it to be believed, that there 
was a man iifthat house who could so far 
have mistaken his hon. friend who had made 
this motion, as to infer from what hadfalleiv 
from him in support of it, any thing like 
contempt towards the shilling interest? 
His hon. fiieuU, in thespeecl^ he tud made. 
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had evinced a knowledge of the subject 
now before the house, utterly irreconcila¬ 
ble with aiiy sentiment touwds the shipping | 
interest, but that of respec?. At the same | 
time he profe^ised to enic*ria|i. the same scii- 
riments for that botl}^ it ctininly Oiil ap¬ 
pear, that they were indiU!t®,«Lintler thein- 
tiucnce of erroneous appreliysions, to ^e- i 
lilion lliat house against nfrasures which | 
were not of the nature that respectable body 
were led to believe ; they were not j)roduc- ; 
tive of the consequences that ceiiain persons 
were cicsiious ol attributing to theiuj ini 
this respect they were certainly misled by va- ! 
jlous reports, iHsidion»ly sci on foot and in- \ 
dnstriously propagated, atnl the Iiouse knew ■ 
well how great botlies might for a time be ! 
misled bv insint^aiions disicininated in thati 
way. Hut what partic'i!:^ly induced him 
now to trespass on tlie indnlgcnre tjf the house 
wa.s, what had fallen from the riglit lion, 
gcui. That right lion. gent, liad been bold , 
enough to declare that he lit lleved the Ame- i 
rican lutercnuise act had been product'*e of 
tnc m<»st injurious consequences to the Jlri- 
tish trade in iho West Indies, and after so 
.staling, the right hon. gent, avmved that lie 
Jiad no iuteiitiou oi moving for the rcjical of 
an act lie thought .so injurious; but there 
was even a shorter process—the rcp.'.il might 
not be necessary. If he unJerstoud the acl^ 
if was tlii.s, a bilk to cinjiowcr the kin^iii 
council to permit nn Intercourse, !kr. uhicii, i 
thcrefoic, implied ihe right withhohling 
that permission; consequently all that mi- 
liiitcr.s had to do, if they really thought this 
measure attended with such danger, was to 
suspend the intercourse: but if ilicy shouUl j 
hesitate to do that, he did luu know to 
rccon< ilclhoirpiolesMous wiih their practice. 
The right hou. gent, complained of the evils j 
which have caused the decline of our trade, 
compared \vi;li that of the Americans in 
that quarter; would the rij^it hon. gent, 
lake upon him that ail those evils^ 

have sprung up within the la.sf 12 months, or | 
had they not existed for the last 14 ycacs?! 
and if they had he<?n accumulating within 
that period. Was it jair or candid to attribute 
them ton cause so foreign from them, for 
the mere pretence j^)f justifying ins friends 
by attempting to cumulate thc-ir predeces-j 
sors? All the reasons that existed then, for 
a more vigorous Older of Council, existed 
still; the famous decree of the gl.st of Nov. 
was now, as then, in full force against our 
commgree, and the pow'er of the Freucii 
gbs’ernment to enforce it, w'as as strong as 
ever. God gnint that pow'cr was not now 


alarmingly greater! Why then not. 
lute for that order of council, which had 
been tliought so weak |ud futile, another 
of more vigour, and able tq effect all that* 
the present ininihteis, \vhen in opposition, 
had .saidlhal it ought to effect ? 

The Chancelhr of thv Exchequer sd\d, he 
rose merely to observe upon the candour 
with which the hon. mover had charged him 
with rashne.ss and precipitancy, in adopting, 
measures which had not yet been adopted. 
He repeated what he*had before said upon 
the order in rouifoil, and thbught that if the 
decree of the 2f'»t of Nov. had been then 
more firmly met l)y hi.s majesty’s then mini^ 
.‘te s,such firmness would have been produc¬ 
tive of the bcsFpossible. results; but it did 
not at all follow, though he then cmi-r 
deinno^l that order, that now, under differ*' 
ent'circumstances, and at such a distance of 
lime, he should lie boun'^‘3 advise its be¬ 
ing enli'rely abniuloued; he should, how¬ 
ever, assent to the motion. 

Sir C. Et icti vindicaiea the shipping into-’ 
rest. ■ 

JiUrd //, Petit/ .said, that the hon. baronet 
must have totally iniscimccivcd his hon. 
fiieiul, if he understood him to have said 
any thing disie.spcclfol yf the shipping In¬ 
tel e.st ; us to tlic petitions that had been, day 
after dav, picscnicd to that house, in the 
course of ilu: late parliament, he shoul^ hot'^ 
say by v h.i^niisrepresonlJ«ioi)s font body had 
been induced to present them*, but this he 
wo.ildsay, lhatthaibody had bufparlially^ct- 
ed, tor certain ho was that a great jiart of the 
shipping interest had nothing to do in pre- 
sciftiug .such petitions: but what he rose to* 
notice, w.is the extraordinary gpound takea 
by theriglit hon. chancellor of the exchIfC 
quer; th:it gentleman would now 
forsooth, from more vigorous mea.surcs, in 
order that he *ni^u not incur the charges of 
rashness and prcci|ptancy; ' vhat had 

been the answer of the same right lion. gent, 
to the sfatements of ]ps hon. friewd r ir was 
contended, that all thi* benefits resulting 
within the last year to the shipping interest^ 
by winch the number of Hrkish ships in the 
Hritish trade had beer/inoreased ui .so'coitsi-* 
^leiiiblo a proportion, that all those benefits 
could not wi^iin the shoM space of a year be 
attributed to the laic mini^fers, because in so 
short a time they could have done no cansi- 
;iefablc barn!, while it had h«en at the same 
time ooiucnticd, th:rt*all the evils ailedged tO', 
have arisen out of life inl(?rcoiirse act, were 
to be attributed to (he late ministers vptkin 
the same* slturt y£ar. Wiih»whai candovar 
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it hon. ^cnt. could refer Jp the late 
iif^s the evils that had been sccumu* 
li;^ for the last years, and_deny to the 
; men the merit of the good ejects of 
ir-own measures within*a year, he left it 
to the house to determine. 

’.^!Xofd Castler^agh contended that the poli¬ 
cy of the preset^t question, asaifecting tfte 
prder erf-council, was widely different from 
what presented itself to the late ministers. 

Xord Tempie observed, that the order of 
^ebuncU was issued' dTtcr the IVeaty with 
''America. 

j, Mr- Secretary Canning cienied that miiiia- 
tere were bound to Took to the order of conn- 
■ cil under the circumstances existing whe^ it 
wSte issued, but under present circum- 
^Aances. At the same lime, he had no he^ita- 
in declaring,,jhat he iliought th^f order 
pfirtook of all fbe bad qualities of hnlf 
measures, attended with ^ all the inconve- 
wnces of strong measures, without being 
.productive of any o{ their good consequences, 

■' Mr.lf7(*Myc«drecapitulatedfheargumc!its 
advanced by his noble'friend (lord Howick), 
concluded with saying, that he seldom 
ittiew any good consequences to arise .from 
the over-strained violence of blustering poli- 
ticiaus. 

Mr. Canning, in explanation, said, that he 
W9S not aware of having deviated from the 
^ptestioD ; but at all events he should rather 
,'iq^ear in the character of an injudicious 
adviser than m that of a blundering accuser. 

Dr. J^urence contended, that the present 
ministers were pledged to repeal the act, 
w^kh in opposition they had argued, and 
ftill irfofesscd, tobe destructive to the Urflisli 
in tht West Indies. All that was in 
power to do the late ministeis had 
as far as related to the altering or 
abolishing, what,* when'opt of power, they 
ted condemned. They Jiad *not been idle 
m'p^king op the numberless thorns and 
from the bed of roses they bad beet) 
pfeced iji«^fhe measA’e w'as under conside- 
f^oDy Was not dependent upon circum- 
••toces, it wac the same now as five months 
OBO, and therefore it was a mere pretence 
•^Cir ntinistep to wiy/that though they con- 
^ned it nve months ago, it was not fcow 
lent to abolish it. llieivs was no way 
vinj^o the'bouse they were sincere in, 
op^^ioa to'it, but by rgpeallng if at 
-profess^ it m be dangeroua, 
denomteed it as^ injaridns to British 
‘i^aaeroe, that ils operation had done m'us- 
imd^^ontinu^ to do mischief, and yet 
not tlshik itr^htVb repeal, or even 






tempofarily to suspend it. ,/knd all whdpre* 
sumed to 'compjain of such satisfactory ex¬ 
planation, and sAf-evident consistency, were 
to be‘derided jns “ blupdcrmg accusers.” 
But, coniinucdP the learned doctor, these 
polite terms, aP applied to my bon. friend 
(Mr. WhitbMin) arc intended, 1 suppose, 
to convey soifftthiug beyond the present 
question. The man wlio was impeached by 
this house, as a public peculator, had been 
acquitted, it would seem, not because of 
his own innocence, but on account of the 
** blundering” manner ill which the accu¬ 
sations, however grounded, were preferred 
against him; was (lifs to go abroad to the 
public ? we all know live right hon. secre* 
tary’s love.fot an epigiamj but if this was 
meant to be in point, it wasmeruel ablunder 
at the expence cf the accused, as the most 
blundering accuser could be guilty of. 

Mr. M, Jilontaguc sz\(},Ue tJiouglit that in* 
.stead of waging this war of w'ords about a 
measure which had already passed into a Jaw, 
and Vhat as his majesty's present ministers 
had not had suBicient timp to determine as to 
their future conduct in relation to it, the 
linusc would do much better to pass on to the 
many \ery important matters which awaited 
tbeir consideration.—The morion was then 
agreed to. 

fBREACH OF Phivileob—Nkwspater 

I MlSKLI’RtSKNTATlON .]—SiurgfSBoUtTIC 
' rose to complain of a breach of privilege, and 
spoke as follows : -It was my'*misfortune, 
sir, to have to trouble the house la.st night, 
in consequence of the foul and ignorant 
caluhinies of which 1 liave been for the last 
month so nndcsen'edly the object, and 
w^hicli the editor of ,a Morning Paper has 
been so active in propagating ; two noble 
lords over against me (lords Howick and H. 
Petty) in that manly and honourable manner 
which becan>e their character and station, 

! Iwre witness {o my ipnocence, and declared 
me in their minds wholiyexcnlpated. This 
part of the proceeding.? on that subject, so 
essential to my character, were suppressed 
by the editor of the Morning Clironiclc, in 
the same spirit with which he has vented 
his libellous a.sper.sions against my integrity 
and my honour. The house must be a warp 
that I should now be justified, in calling this 
person to the bar, but this step 1 shall forego, 
contenting myself with having thus staled 
the circurobtances, which I thought it my 
duty to state, feeling, as 1 do, that no such 
misrepresentation of the prooeedingo of this 
house, should be suffered, and paittcularly 
in any question that involyes tte 'peiiOQal 


t 
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feelings and character of any of its members. 
In staling this, I iVel llial tljcre rannol bo in 
this house a man who more l^ldy the 

liberty of the press than IdoT^butthe house 
will see that those who so|ibusc it are i's 
worst enemies. I shall tike no furtlicr 
proceedings* in this case, Ivatlfs similar one 
should occur, in ihai or any vjher paper, I 
shall feel it my duly to enforce the sumdiiig 
order of the house. 

[HriTISII TliOOPS IN TJIK \Vn«T Inpies.] 

Mr. Cvekrane JoJLHsionc called llic aiiention 
of the house to the dreadful moiialily of our 
troops in the West Indies, and di^soribcd the 
causesto which,‘in his opinion, ii was gene¬ 
rally to be atiributed. These were, cliielly, 
the w.int of air in thb barracks and llieir im¬ 
proper sitnaliou (jfl ll;e eoasl. The barracks in 
theWcM India Islands, liadnovenlilalors, and 
on entering llicin, the smell,*ii oonsecjiienee, 
was most oilensive. It was'wcli l.nouii, 
that when the thermometer was under S:) 
degrees, the yellow fever was not to i)e aj)- 
prcliLMided ; and it wiimiIso well knovMi, ^hat 
the sea coast, v.hcre the barracks weu* usual 
ly built, was consideiahly hotter than the j 
intciioi* of the Islands. A striking instance 
of this oeinrred to liimself. Me h..d the 
command of a regime nt UK)0 slioug, (piar- 
tered on the eoasl ot one of the West India 
Island.^. In the month of .Inly I he fellow 
fever bieke onl j^nong them. In iuMV 
weeks .'ijO niLMi died. He mar<*liecl the re¬ 
mainder into ^he inleiior, and he had tlie 
satisfaction to find, lliat the lavages ot the 
disorder weie c'fiiplelely siojiped. Jn the 
3'ear 180!. no less than 3(KK) of our troops 
died in the West India Islands. A creat 
cause of the mtirtahiy uas, that tlio Ihitish 
troojjs were empl(»yeil in garrisons. By ah- 
slainmg from thi'j tiraelice, and by adopting 
other r-.gukitions, he was oouviuced that the 
West India Is aiids miglit be made as healtliy 
as any station at liome. He |).iinlcd very 
feelingly the dreatlTid sbaation of many of 
the subalterns in tiiat country, compeiJed to 
subsist on 5s bd. a day } and declared, that 
to the linmaiiily (jf tiie women of colouf, 
m^iy a• liritish Odiccrowed his existence. 
When llie ill health of an ofFc^r procured 
hinHeave to ftiturn homt, it became neces¬ 
sary for him to raise 50 or (iol. to pay for his 
passage ; in many oi'^cs this was impractic¬ 
able, and it was an evil which ought to bo 
temedied. These observations were the 
unfortunate result of his experienA? for many 
years. He had no doubt that the noble 
lord wlA w'as at the head of thp colonial 
department would pay evyry attention to the 
_ yoL. IX, 


subject } but he hoped the house would appoint 
a commiitefe to inquire into these evils, and to ■ 
endeavour to find means ta counteract them. 
Were they not countcraeted,it would be better 
to withdraw every aian of «ur army from that 
country. As a preliminary step, he moved, 

" U'hat there be laid before the house an Ac¬ 
count of the Mortality that hkd taken place 
inthclYoops sent to the West Indies, from the 
1st. of Jam, 1797, to tlie 1st. of Jan., 1807^ 
distinguishing the Officers from the Privates, 
and specifying the iiamQs of the Officers,”-* 
JMr. Biddulph seconded the motion. 

fjord Costferengk did every justice to fh 
moriyes of the hon. gent. ; but, however 
important the subject, he was rather inclined 
to tllink, that it was not one on which a 
conunitlec of the house of commons was 
the body most qualified to pro.iccule an iu- 
(p’.iry. In his opinion, it wfliild be better to 
leave it to the executive gov<?lnmcnt, unless, 
indeed, it was suspectea that they were 
^deep on their jn^sts, and inalteniiie to a 
matter of such moment. I'he papers moved 
for by the hon! officer, would not allbrd 
the information which ho desired. An ac¬ 
count of the number of deaths in the troops 
sent out, would eoi'.wy an uuduc impression. 

It should lather be in the troops who were 
serving. CA’itaiiily, there was a strong feel¬ 
ing in the public mind of the great nioilality 
in the army in the West Indies. He W'aa 
an\iuus to reduce tliai feeling by proving 
(hat the uii^'iehensions were, exaggerat¬ 
ed. Within tliel.isl ten yours, siieli atten¬ 
tion had been palil to this important point, 
that a striking diminution had taken placo 
in tjie prr>pouionate number of deaths, 
which at the prt sent time amounted to only 
one third ofwhnf they were ten years ago^ 
It could hardi)»be hoiK'd to make the West 
Indies as healthy as at home; but a gveaK 
deal might vet be cUine. He would si't him- 
sclf^dihgeuily to the ♦ask, and he should be 
glad to profit by the iKlvice and suggestions 
the hon. officer. When he before held 
the seals of the colonial dcparimeiu, con¬ 
siderable invcbiigations liad been instituted 
on this subject, with a view t» ameliorate 
the condition of the British ?irmy on the 
West India service. * • 

•MV. ob.servcd, that much of the 

moitalily of tlw troops arose from causes 
ihatcould not be remedied, as inseparable from 
tropi^.'al climny?s. As to the suggestion O}'. 
tlie hon. gent, having been acted upon, 
he had only to femind him that a great variety 
of ©pinions prevailed upon tBe subject among 
officers of greaf experience. The watt 
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the case, with respect to the atUnntage of 
Fiodlijijj Ht»'*pitsils t'vcr Ho^pita\s on shore 
He haJ lisiencd alicntiou to ihcsUi^ges- 
tiuji of the lioii'geut , hot ihe que-^iioii could 
not be clecidv'd, except i)y p Msous o^ con 
siderablc e\p/rience. A-* U) ilie .situiiiion of 
the barrn' k'*, .regard m\w. he had to the 
ili fvut'p of ihc Isl inds. 'J iic .statenjcrr t'* 
tlx'non gi tit. won! I l)cg 'od, asastunuluj> 
tt> :»--v rioiu 111. /\s to I II* pjy of subalterns 

beiu'i insotiieient to pi cure ihciu the com- 
loris tiidt e\erv one would widi 'hem to 
have, the case w.is the sune in every other 
serv .co, and only proveif that :i person who 
entereil ?Iu* nn n..ry profession, .slioald,'hke 
him vvhoeugajed in other voealions, ,have 
Some c pital, w'Ikii he entered it, as he had 
said aist )V!r, when he proposed a small ad- 
duio '. to the of subalterns. 

I'he af Ilur vets perfectly con- 

viueen ot the jli 'pii* ty of the njotoes of liie 

lion gent.Illliringingfo A.ird(hissubject,biit^, 

he c.HiI assuic the ho"se tiiat liie attent'on 

of his ftv.jj*‘s y*s serv mis tv.is particul ady 

railed to it. as rlio rescue t vvlncii l e had 

\ 

the iioiioiir to connnauil had been employed 
on service in the West Imlie.s. He was of 
opinion that great adv.iutagc w»juld he ilcriv- 
ed iVoni attend ng to this matter; hnt In' was 
not sanguine i lUKuh tiii-xpect, th tbvanyar- 
rangenicnls '.hat could be adiipted, tin- h alih 
ot.lhe iriJojjs could be preserved its wcilas in 
Europe '\\ih. d his iegim' nt,h.ui bveti sent 
out fir t they were r)nailvuetl in Siuny Hil! 
BfliTi. ks, 1.1 J unai' .i, sifo.’U’d M couling to 
the idea ofilie lion, gi nt. and yet ilie rcii- 
n.fiit h id s'lttered coii iderable su'knc’-s He 
tb-.» liiin tiu' in :ch oein tii wfivdd result (riMu 
tl ^Ruii of ut*pr«iV«.J .iirangenieois re 
'S)vinn^ til* Hiit^cIhs, bu'^^ on tie other 
^P'l nts c.»iis doiaji.c vl'tf nuuv of opinion pic- 
\a»i'vlai.' .:i-_‘i evper.emvtl ofKi eis. 

Air. It-' sadj ihii ihe argnment- 

of the MO 1 1») d lj*n'h*.l lu pul .isin'e ail 

enquny l)y i co.nni.Ui.c id' ilint hois^ 
wh.cli ;ie »ijoid not agree to. An ciujuny 
b. .1 com.mil' e in.g il mjiu 'iiuv s Oe <»! g.e it 
ii^e. Th‘«n>i)ie lord nad snd, tlnit toe 


officer not to press his motion at pre¬ 
sent. 

Mr. C. John.ftone said, he never would 
luive brought lifts matter before the bouse, 
hut that he h.i'llcliecn refused attention to it 
hv* ministers, bde booeved he vvas the hr.st 
l ificerwiio firtfjlied o llic right hon. gt'Ut. 
('dr. Will.ill ijf) on lliesulijact, and ihonght 
it w’uuid ha^e been immediate ly laid betoro 
fhe connnnider in cii^ef, and a Hoard of 
General ()ihcf?rs :n>poinled to encpiiie into it. 
No alteration li.id been mavle, and if somc- 
i tiling was not done in the com so of tin* next 
! twelve moiidis, ill’ would atiiiunlly suirmit a 
1 similar motion to the house. He had no 
.O fj(*ction li> wiihtli ivv l;js morion ai present, 
but lie conjured minisiLrs i(> pi ess the matter 
on the C'uuu indei in tilmf, and to have a 
Ihiaid of Geno^il OiVicci's appoint'd, for it 
was a se.iij 'M on whicli tlieie ought not to 
be anv fu ther dvdii} .—’Hie motion was then 
wdtiulr.iwn. 

[ Tl N V N c E Co?a V iTTr i ]—^l'Jic* C/nwo'lhr 
of'^hc I'.n lu'(jiin, pniseant to his notice, ui 
cons'.(|Uence of llu* eoiieral sense of the 
h.ousc, and in obedn-iue to the levomnic'n- 
datio'U in ilie lor.Is coinmi'si -ncrs speech, 
fur the renewal of tho'-c iiupuries which 
h.id l;cen inieriT.pled hy the l.ae tlissuiution 
of p.irh.i!iient, rose to mcA'c fa iIk u.a wal 
of ilie Kiiiance Connnittec. In reciiinnuMnl- 
Hig tile pruposiii./ii he had to subunf In the 
h.insc, It was uniiet (s.saty for him to enhiige 
upon lIiM importance of suc?h iiio'fiiesto 
till* pifoiic iniciest, heniusc no dilleiviice of 
op.nion existed, no olij'Vtion was fill to the 
rex'ival of the commi'tee. 'I'hccji.ly <,ucs« 
tiou upon which any difference would arise 
was, as to the appointment of the eomniit- 
lee, and the p'Tsons whom the house might 
ihink pioj.M toseivct. He had reason to 
ihink, that a d.fieri nee of opinion would 
prv'Vifil on tins subji ct, because he had, on a 
former n got, heard cxpress-ons horn the 
orh-:r sivle of the hinisc, dial the gentlemen 
Uiere would he disa;;p'.iined, if all the incm- 
j.bers of the former coinmitlce, who weie 
1 now' members of the house, should not be 


d .rhsoal wks ivi-sed one-t]ji;d in the last ippouUed. He was sensible of the ine..pe- 
te.eye.ir-. ! V nivt le oo iIomI)! but if an en diency ot ‘•ueb-m ap[>oin:nicyt, that though 
cj a»y h .d t.iktii ;‘i.icc ) rev.ous to ihat^injie, lie sliould propo'^e to.,continue some of the 
the (JecTi a .o vvcAJ’d h .ve lu^en .^tnJ g:ejier, numbers of that Commiliee, lie sliould leave 
I'hcre was an’otuer point ot viivv mwliuhjoin otliers, in older to make room for the 


i nq nry might liereafter be of great ini- introduction of iiieinbcrs of a diderent de- 
portanue, viz as to oui®\V^st Iiuli.i fosses s(’nj)Uon^ The noble lord opjmsiie (lord 
sion.s, and what was the atros^nt of the tx Howick) had said, that all the members «f 
pence in men or money of inamiaining the connnitice ought to be appointed, except 
tljem. »He supposed, however, the noble two, his hon fnend (Mr S. Bourne), and 
loi'vl and mi^iister^ wouW do iIikIi duly, and the hon. baronet (sir H Mildmay; who had, 
would^ thurelore^ rec»miaeud^ to hon. ou llic preceding day, uaude a batisfaciorjr 
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statement in his justification from the charge 
which bad been imputed to him. He should 
follow, therefore, in that instance, tlie ad¬ 
vice of (he noble lord, and not press theap- 
poiiilniciti of eiiher of his hon. Iriendsj 
and as the noble lord, who IjcI originally re 
commended thecomiflitteeAuul not appoint¬ 
ed any person in oificc, Iic|jjfluld adiiere to 
his precedent. His hon. Tiend (Mr. S. 
Boiiine) being now in would not, 

therehiie, be proposod*on the commiirce, 
though acquitted by the noble lord opposite 
of the charge urged against him ; and the 
hon. baronet, acting under the influence of 
a sense of dclicarv grcn’cr than the occasion 
called for, had reijueslcd that In? might not 
be proposed, as it a^ipcaretl lo be the opinion 
of some nieuibci's of tlie hou^e ot connuons, 
tliat some farih^ expl.m.itii'n wjS jict'c^sary. 
—lie could not help iKTCgr.dliiig !.» tiie re* 
c.ollcclion of the house I he manner in hit h 
tlic committee Iiad l)ccn origin dly appoint¬ 
ed, so uitrei'cnt tiom any ctJiumiittc that haf^ 
ever bet'u .ipp..inted in paili.unem, and com- 
jH.sed almost c\t lusiudy o( one c!cscri'|ition 
of jKTsons. 'Hicrc were «*nly two persons 
upon it, . ) could be supposed, from their 
p.nliamcnt.ny conduct, lo he friendly to the 
jiresenl atluiinistratmn ; thiee oliiers were 
not biassed inwaids cither party, and all the 
rest were siu h as would dc dispose 1 lo v icw 
subjects in the .same Uglu with the noble 
lord (hear! hcrU**). A committee so ho 
po.nleJ could not he im])aitiji, or answer 
the cxjiect.flions of the house or the public. 
As he did not mean to enlarge the number 
beyond ' 20 , the number of wdiiel. iht' for 
iner conmiitlec had consisted, heeanso* ihai 
Wris the greatest iimiiber flialctndd conve¬ 
niently assemble for business, he mjanl lo 
exclude stnne of the former members, in 
order to intiodiico cahers, for llu* more im¬ 
partial constitution ot the coinmiitee. I'lie 
five that IkuI been removed by the event (d 
the electiiin, were not enough for tint pur- 




ballof. He had acceded, however, to the 
sugge^ior; of the noble lord, because he 
should thereby get rid of any suspicion that 
any thing was iniei^Ied, which he was afr.ud 
to avow openly. Before he* made any mo¬ 
tion, he should ri*ad overlhe list of thecuin- 
miitee he meant in propose, in order that the 
house might see whether he had not retain¬ 
ed till' most ('fficient ii'cmbers of the late 
committee. Hd had already slated t!ie ne¬ 
cessity of linking some 2 lterati(J!i in tliettm- 
stituiitm of the committee, b. eause there 
were many acts of tife last adniinistntion 
wjiieh would be sii!)jerls of inquiry. He 
could stale many •facts whirh would induce 
die iioLise not to trust with iniplieit ronti- 
<len.ce to iliuse, vho were disp.jsi'd only to 
pr.iise ihe late ndnnni'-tiaiion, and who ' ijy 
iheir overbearing authority in ilu* ronoTet- 
(ec mi^ht keep h'rk llie i..t!iiiries inio their 
particular acts "]‘he la'e mu.i-iers had ex¬ 
on lli-'♦'.-t .q, 


pose, and the hT7i':-»e would in its (liscreinm 
decide upon iliat point. In the appoininient 
of the committee also, he nuMut to adppt 
the suggestion of life noble lo’d, l>y giving 
ftic preference to the appointniQiit of it open- 
ly*to a ballot. It w'as his opininw, howe¬ 
ver, that the appointment by ballot was in 
general to be prcfenetl. Nothing criild be 
more invidious than the discussing whether 
any particular iiuhvidiuil was a pn>per person 
to be appointed on the con-^iiitee^ and 
the fitnes.s of persons to act togeiher upon 
such *commitree, could be better consiilied 
oy individuulii making out thevr lists fur a 


prrs- 

oi the c.)3ijii.,..e very m-..( h ,i,fc'ise to the 
graiuot j.'l.iccsin revei.vi,,!!; ihert was, him-- 

MVr, Ih'* iii-^tajiec to whieli his al.vrdjon had 
liteii caiiid, of their l^ivbig a sJmrt tune be¬ 
fore they went out of ofrice, appoinied two 
titiiees III reveision of a mo-.r eMraordbiary 
nature; be alluded to the appoiptmen? of a 
Cidlec or and .Surveyor of (^l^Joll.s ui the 

port of C'cnos Ayie^, a jdace not ilirii in 
tile possessum of h.s ninjesiy. These were 
revet sion.iry gran*, lo lake plare upon an un- 
cerliuii coiningeiicy. and by iho.e*gen- 
ilenien w ho appeared to be so nice on this 
.subject, (hear, hear He iiad, on a.for¬ 
mer occasion, ‘•rated, wilhont giwng any 
opini-ai ui>on the propiiety of ajipoint- 
mt^Hiuh iwiir'cis, the n<’iiiinaMf)n of 300 
Su.vnoH oj 'faxes. The nominal ion was 
I'onndcd on a repie-cnt.ation from tiic Coi^, 
missionersol’l'.ixes, nude iuiMarcii, J80G, 
Imt theapiiointnient coidd not take place tTli 
the business was^submitted to parliament, 
Wlten the dissolutmn Uv'k place in Ociolier. 
wilJiont any sauc'ion ol' pailiament having 
been c,l*tnined tor tlicse apnoinrincnt.s, the 
P'Tsons weie d-s'gnatcd (o the ofliccs, ia 
1 lie wa)' the noble lord had said on a former 
ni^ht: meiiib'Ts of parhanjent wailed oti 
j the minister, lliey were n-peived civilly, and , 
promise made. Hut ihe parliament mec 
in December, and sat .some months; thu 
measure fin- sanctioning tha appointment w-as 
not brought forward,and the hon. grnd- mert 
oiitJ.asile, they lost the pov.e? of 

performance^ were compelled to reveii to th® 
condoling letters w hit h he had bHutc alltd- ' 
tTd to. This circuiii*Uince wauli^induce ib® 

% ^ % 9 • 
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house not to place implicit or peculiar con- 
^dence in tnose gentlemen, wlfo viewed 
every ibing in Uie^.same light as the late ad¬ 
ministration. .Another appointment made 
by the late admiiiistrationf was that of Ga¬ 
zette Writer, created by patent, for Scotland, 
with a salary of ££*300 pt'r annum. This 
othce had been before divided between the 
editors of three newspapers (bear ’ hear!). 
.He wished the bon. gentlemen to hear his 
statement, and to bear in mind that the 
business of the office..was pei formed by these 
three persons, without any expence to the 
public, though they made a prohtof ^'iOO 
a year by the publications in their newspa¬ 
pers. These persons had been turned out ot' 
their employments, and an appoinlmeAt by 
ateiit given to the present possessor; and 
e should ask whetJier any gentlejnan be¬ 
lieved that this had been done wdlh any other 
view Uian to giVfe the place to that person ? 
He should not 3^11 in clelail upon all the 
acts of the late ministers, but he eonfessetf' 
himself at a loss to iindorsiand what they 
could mean by the appointmVnt of a Profes¬ 
sor of Medical Jurisprudence, (a laugh, and 
bear! hear!). He acknowledged that he 
was ignorant of the duly of that professor, 
and could not comprehend what as meant 
by the science he professed. There had also 
been three new shenlfs appointed in Scot¬ 
land, with salaries of briween d^'l50 and 
j^300 a year, o;a a division of counties, 
where tlie difiies were before executed as in 
one Sh^ie^'3lty. ' These were some of the 
many acts of the late administration, which 
would be likely to come under the conside¬ 
ration of the commillce. Another apyoinl- 
nient, w'hidi was txjually cersurabie, was 
^jje gcauf of a pension, during pleasure, of 
a year, to a civil and criminal Judge 
■ 4n Scotland. (loud rrieb of hear, hear!). 
This grant had, no douW, not been cairicd 
into erifect, but that was ou uig to tlie d(j|ubts 
entertained by the perion who was to carry it 
into effect in Scotland, as to its legality. He 
should not go through the other exceptiona¬ 
ble appointments made by these gentlemen, 
as he had stated enough to shew, that those 
who thoughf’exactly w'ith them were not to 
be exclusively Anirided in. He should next 
pri>cced to read the names of those A'hom 
he proposed to be‘apjx)inteU cs the connnii- 
It had been usual, that the person who 
. ;|ilmed the committee shouU always ^tand 
the first on the list; but frAn this he begged to 
^ beexcused. The noble lord opposite him (lord 
H.Petty) had done the same; but the hvuse 


had declared it to have been the usual prac¬ 
tice, and on that alone he was induced to 
continue ou It. He hoped, however, there 
would be no irregularity in his requesting'to^ 
be left out of ik Ibe following were the 
gentlemen he E^roporedOn the former 
commitlcc^—tMi. Bunkes, Mr.' Biddulph, 
lord H. Petlyjj'ivlr. Grattan, lord A. Hamil¬ 
ton, Mr. H. Vhornton, Mr. W. Cavendish, 
Mr. N. Calvert, Mr. Alderman Conibe, Mr, 
nrogden, and Mr. T. Baring.-—New mem¬ 
bers—Mr. Leycester, Mr. Alderman Shaw, 
Mr. Hawkins Browne, Mr. JoddreU, Mr, 
Hiley Addington, Mr. lllchard Wharton, 
Mr. Ruthcrfurcl, Mr. Sumner, Mr. Milnes, 
Mr. P. Cai cw, Mr. 1 -eshe FoMer, Mr. Ryder, 
Mr. Kllison, and Mr*. Wigram.—^I’hese 
j were tlie persons whom h^ w'ished to have 
appointed ou the committee; and he trust¬ 
ed that the houre would be sensible of the 
propriety of the selection he had made* 
They would observe, 'that in the list, there 
were two of the Nortliern nKMubers for 
Scq^land, namely, loid A. H.miiUou, and 
Mr. Rutherlord ; and two for Ireland, Mr. 
Grattan and Mr. Foster. Having said thus 
much, he should first move, “ Tliat a Com¬ 
mittee be ap]>ointed to examine and consider 
w'hat regulations and checks have been es- 
! tablishcd in order to controul the several 
« branches of the public expenditure in Circat 
Ilritain .and Ireland, anct,bow far the same 
have been cfi’cctual, and what further mea¬ 
sures can bo adopted for redudng any part 
! of the said expenditure, or dmiinishing the 
amount of salaries and emoluments, without 
dey iment to the public serxiee." He should 
then propose the members individually.— On 
the question being put upon the first motion. 
Lord Hcnrtf Petttf said, that it would be 
impossible for him not to admire the can¬ 
dour of the right lion. gent, who at the mo¬ 
ment of moving for the .ippointmcnt of a 
committee vf inquiry, had introduced hi.s 
motion by a gross aiid^n.artial statement of 
facts, whicli the committee w'as to decide 
upon. He said the statement was gross and 
partial, because it war unsupported by any 
document. He did not impute any un/hir 
intention fo the right hon gent, who appear¬ 
ed to him to have spoken from that* bias 
which gentlemen on either side of the house 
usually felt. If he shouW fail of refuting the 
observations of the right hon. gent, it was be¬ 
cause he had no notice of the attack,and could 
not havehid the advantage«)f consultiugtbose 
documents w'hich would have enabled iiim 
to repel The conduct of the ri^ht bon. 
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gent, waB the more extraordinary, as he had 
ibeltered an hon. baronet, on the preceding 
night, from the effects of a charge against 
him, till the document should be produced 
to justify'it; and yet, without any docu¬ 
ments to bear him oul^ thalright hon. gent, 
now callcd'upoti the house A MCeive his va¬ 
rious charges against his miijejty’s late mini¬ 
sters. Unprepared as he must be from his 
ignorance of the intention or attack of the 
right hon. gent., he should, so far as his me¬ 
mory served hint, endeavour to follow the 
righthon.gent, through his statement. One 
of the charges made by the right hon. gent. ] 
was, the appointment of a Collector tor the 
Port of Buenos Avres. Would not every 
gentleman imagine, from the manner in 
which this change had been urged, tiiat a 
considerable expence was inrnrred, a heavy 
burlhen accrued in consccjuencc to the pub¬ 
lic ? Was it not common candour, or rather 
W’as it not a gross want of candour in the 
right hon. gent, not to have stated, tlut nif 
expence was to be incurred on the fjprt of 
the public, till the duties of the otfice were 
to be perf(^rnied on the recapture of iluenos 
Ayres ? Considerable inconvenience had been 
felt from the want of an cstablishiiicul for 
the collection of the duties in the liist in¬ 
stance, and the appointment had been made 
to guard against a similar inconvenience m 
case of the re-i^])tiirc of the sef.lernvut, 
Tlie right hon. gent, had renewed his st.m*- 
ment wdthj'e^pect to tlie appoimment of ilie 
300Surveyors oi Taxes, a Jiieasiire which had 
originated with the Commi.ssioiu rs of '1 axes. 
As to the nomination of the oiHrers, ^some 
mighthnve been so nominated, hut since the 
matter had been mentioned, f^cvcral {versons 
had stated toliim, that they had recommended 
individuals to these odiceK, but it Imd been 
uniformly answered that no appointment 
could take place willuiut the sanction of par¬ 
liament. Another charge Mas the creation 
ef an office, tcv. which some might object, 
but w’bitb had been given to an individuaf, 
who had devoted a long life of disinterested 
Bervice to the puUic, and who liad in*the 
^University but an income of liJo/. per an¬ 
num. It had been thought a better mode to 
jfrovide ftfr this distinguished and merito¬ 
rious gentleman, *]Vlr. Dugald Stuart, by 
giving him that* place, which had before 
been enjoyed by three newspaper writers, 
than by a pension. Were ediior.s of nevv.s- 
papers the only literaly men flie gentlemen 
opposite would profeet ? was theirs the only 
«cieiit:e they encouraged r As tp the pension 
to a civil and criminal Judge, he had haard 


nothing of any such grant. He should not, 
be bold entmgb to say^ that any administra¬ 
tion might not fall into ajpuses, and he had 
always, since he had a seat in that house, 
sui^orted n)otions for inquiries, wlietlier in 
the shape of naval or military commissiona. 
He was glad to see the right hon. gent, fol¬ 
lowing the example which hh had himself* 
for the first time, given of excluding persona 
in office from such a cpmmitiee. As to the 
gentlemen whom the right hon. gent, left 
out from the number of the former commit¬ 
tee, he should only say, that he saw no good 
ground for such es^clusian. He thought tbe 
object of the right hon. gent, would be gain¬ 
ed by introducing eight new members in tbe 
place of those wht) were not members of tlm 
parliament, and of the lion baronet (sir If- 
Mildtt^iy) and the hon. gent, opposite (Mr. 
S. Bourne) now in office, df the parliament 
was not dissolved to get rid of the commil- 
tce, why not revfve it, as far as that could 
be done, ns it existed before the dissolution ? 
Tlie members who had proceedet^ with the 
business in the fornjer committee, would 
more readily take it u]) in tiiis, and he should 
therefore object to any individual who sliould 
be proposed to the exclusicin of any of the 
former members who were eligible. The 
following was the list of the former mem¬ 
bers in the present parliament; Mr. H* 
'J'iioruton, Mr. Rankes, lord Mahou, Mr. 
P.iddnlph, lord A. Hanylton,^ Mr. Lftmb* 
Mr. Wliitlfread, Mr. Baring,* Mr. Brogden, 
Mr. Calveit, Mr. \V. Cawndisli, Mr. Shaw, 
Mr. Western, and Mr.Aldornian Cohtbe. 
Jf tbe^e members should be appointed oa 
th^conmiiliee, he should not then object to 
the nomination of any other members whom 
ihe right hon. gent, might think propei^^ 
j>r(3pose. • 

Mr. Boyle, (Sijlicitor-General for Scot¬ 
land). contei^ded, that it w'as the duty of 
dbe committee to kivestigate the jobs of one 
administration as wtll as those of another. 
It was, not only the cases ulluded to by thd 
noble lord opposite that challengAl inquiry, 
huf others also. The appointment of a col¬ 
lector for Buenos Ayres, amotig others, call¬ 
ed most lovtdly for investigation. It was 
true, rlui appointment wdhld not take place, 
ui*!lei»s the settlement should be reduced by 
his majesty Vanns j but tlie nomination con¬ 
stituted anew species of^ reversion contin¬ 
gent on an ^vent which might or mighf not 
happen. 'I’hefippointmentof Gazette wri¬ 
ter of ScotTand, an office quite new, and 
♦he purest of all possible sinecures, was also 
a proper object oj inquiry. He^lowed the 
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merit of the intlividual who was ap- tegrify. But if any charge should be made 
pointed to this office, but that mdrit ought to on them, he would be the first to call for in- 
oerewardedbya Jess exceptionable provi-ion. quiry and investigation into the grounds of 
The printers,of (he Edinburgh newspjjiers that charge. But when he looked to the 
bad been allowed to publish what was called bench opposite (the Treasury Bench), and 
a Gazette, when a change was introduced saw on it moii cert.-yiily all remarkable for 
in the Bankrupt Laws ot Scotland, in 17j)3, ‘ their talent^, fnit of whom no two were 
on the express caiulition stipulated by an il without penlibns, sinecures, and reversions, 
lustrious individual now no more (Mr. Pitt), settlcilon tliemscives, or on their families, 
that it should cost thp country nothing. Now , inquiry was loudly called for, to shew how 
■ it was taken out of tlie handi of those new's- | they and their infants had become possessed 
paper printers, to whom it liad afforded a \ of those drains from the public purse. He 
profit of jt’lOO a year, and w'iih a salary of, was shocked at the mode of meeting one ac- 
«£300 annexed, it was* transferred to Mr. I cusation by retorting another, Wlien those 
Dugald Stuart, his heirs and assignees. .Tins ! most remat kahie for«abi)ily. in investigation 
was surely a grant which in every shaj>e call-I were excluded, wht*n the names of the 
ed for investigation. It was a sinecure and new committee w'erc rtiore numerous than 
a reversionary grant united. those of the old, when the present ministers, 

Mr. Btddulpk said, that though^ he had 1 not satisfied with introducing eight names 
introduced the measure of the CoininiKce of ^ instead of those^ of the old mcinberh not re- 
loquiry, he hdtt not been allowed to chusc j turned, he w'as sure the country would not 
the members. Yet lic'was ai.\iou'> to im- j tliink the present committee auspicious to 
press upon the h«)U.se the propriety of aclhc-*' the cause of retrenchment and reform. To 
ring, as^nneh as possible, to the names of baffle a people loaded w'ith burthens by hokl- 
which it was originally comf)o.sed. He had ing out a delusive investigation, could lead to 
attended the committee constantly, except nothing but disappointment and discontent, 
on a few days, on which he iiad boon pre- He lamented the insinuation, that no set of 
vented by ill liealtli, and he could say, that men could be found in the iiousc free from 
the candour, the good understanding, and party devotions, or from parly animosity, an 
the inquiring spirit that had been mnnife'*ted insinuation that must sink the citaracter of 
in it, had never been surpassed. It was im- the house in the opinion of the country, and 
possible to state any political grievance to must diminish the hop;^ entertuiued from 
W'llich it di^ not,attend. 7’he act which it the inxesiigation. 

had brought forward, was the tfpplication to Mr. Sfcrr^ifn// Canmn" had^no doubt that 
the house upon which the bill for restraining the hon. gcnlleiuvn i^pposite wished fur a 
the grants of places in reversion wms found- fair inquiry, and perhaps tluy thought the 
ed. The time required for the investigation ap^oitiimcnt of the funner members the best 
necessary to prepare well founded and w.sefiil means ol svciiring such an inquiry. In an- 
reports, had prevented those reports from .swer to them, aiwl particularly to the hon. 
^beiDg made as early us they might otherw'lse l gent, (Mr. Biddulph), who wa.s eiiiillcd to 
have been. As to the persons who were to particular consideration in every thing cc n- 
be introduced to fill the vacancies created by nected with this subject, he had to say, that 
the changes in the representation, he saw no if human affairs could be cojnlucted without 
great exception to the persons proposed.^At partiality or prejudice, the ]))aii they recom- 
tbe same time, he Should take occasion, mended would be entitled tp preference. But 
when tbenames should come to be,consider-* as the contrary was the /act, and as personal 
ed, to propose the name of one person, and party attachments were known to be al- 
whom he should, at present, designate no itiost uni\ersally prcvaV?nt in that hou.se, he 
further lhan'by saying, that he appeared to i saw no danger in avowing .to the public 
. have the keenest sense of the public wrongs, I what uas* already well known, the 
and the strongest disposition to investigate j prevalence of those |>!irty •-altachm^nts, 
and to reform the wasteful expenditure Of and to guard against*'any unfair prepon- 
the public money.' * doranccofthosealtachments,by biilancingthe 

Mr. Brand wished for a fair and honour- numbers of the parties. It was therefore 
inquiry, such as was duq to the cb^rac- de.sirable to avoid appointing those whose 
4 er of the house, stu h as w%s expected by an party prejiMiccs ran all in the same course, 
anxious country and a sufferiri^ people. He He would, indeed, be ready to allow, thaj if 
was partial to the right hon gentlemenoon there wa.s^one set of men free trom l/ll pafty 
the benA below him (^le late ministers), prejudice and animosity, that if those men 
from a high ffpiuion of^ thuir talents aud in- had been for many years put of office, and if 
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on coming at length into office, they excr- 
ciseJ their power, neither to stig nntize 'hen- 
opponents, nor immediately to reward tltc.iT 
adheieiifs, he would allow th.it it would be 
very fit to encourage so brillil'it an exiuuple 
of poruy, by appfJinring t!ie4' men to be of 
the committee. If n*it perffl'ily p re, tliey 
wtmld at least be perfectly m*i|cusefl, wMle 
the conduct of the inquiry would l)c in «ir ir 
own hands If, h<jwevfr, he were Ciilli-d ' 
upon to point out tlie descitpt'on of nn-n 
nn>t-t free lro;n political aniino>it\', it W'as 
not to the oppoMle bench that he woiild 
look. If he w.»s callc<i np-n to point oul 
those who had f!V)stain^d ni »sr from the u^e 
of pow'er for th.* UxUanl tge of their depend- 
ents, he would look there as little for the 
reality of the f:ijiriful perfection which was 
so much to be wished for.^ If, on the con¬ 
trary, he were to look for those who niiiclc 
the oestuse of a very short inierv.d of p</wcr 
for llie benefit of themselves and their adhe¬ 
rents, the hull guitlemeii w’ere tho-je on^ 
wiiom he should hx. A nr>blclord (H^Pet- 
ty) had, upon a former *>rcaMon, toid .« story 
of an old Homan Mt)rjlist, who wislhd to 
live in a house of glass, that all his actions 
might be seen. I'he noble lord h,.d c.xpre'-s- 
ed a wish to live in such a house him.self He 
could not avoid, h.iwevcr, repeating u> him 
the vulgar proverb, “I'liosc wdio h wo a 
liouso of glass, ouftbt no; lu Ix^giii b->' llirtrsv- ' 
ing Stones” [.i latighj. 'I'hosc I)) whom this i 
riiu-'jde of«[>.irli:iincntary piaciice had been ' 
not long since laid dow n, were now' unv.il'- 
ling tha» the house of glass, wliicli this in- 
cjuiry was to constitute, should be cnlgirgcd , 
by a bow wuiulow', so as to include them (a 
laugh). It was impossible to stale grounds j 
for iiKpdry, otherwise than generally in de¬ 
tail. When his right lion, friend made ge¬ 
neral charges, he was called as loudly to par- 
ticidaiisc, and when he did paiticularise, 
those who forced him to do to eried .shame. 
Well, indeed, ir-ght the specificativui be ob¬ 
jected to by the noble lord op[»osite, and hiS 
colleagues. The noble lord and his col¬ 
leagues had found* out, that a collector, 
•oMiptroller; searchers, and ^lide waiters, 
wjre wanted at Buenos Ayres, a place not 
yet in our possessi^^n Common reversions 
were at least exempt from the fault of bring¬ 
ing immediate effarges on the country. But 
this appointment conveyed so many rever- 
sions, wdiicli ild become immediately 
chaigeable, unless, indeed, thS place should 
not be taken, and the mischief would fall 
Entirely on the unfortunate collifctor, comp¬ 
troller, searchers and tide waiters. But it 
was not only the burthen that tliis ap- 


oniiPment was miscliievous, but tn the iti«» 
liucnce whikh i'created. It it had l>ecn in the 
conteniplarion of a govtrn^ieiU that covered 
sea nihl find with it.s b'J<<ries, pnd was .oex« 
icivl its pow-^er over the world, to ftppl> this 
system to ali ii.s eoiicpiCM-, not only to those - 
.'irfuilly aP'hteved, but ♦o those they meant 
to accumulate one unon attothcr, opening a 
scene whi.'ll w'ouid hive made Huonaparti6 
litile in (Miupahson—'.we should have ha4 
collectors and comptrolleis of the Bosphorus* 
and searchers and wiyters f>f Uoseiia <« 
laugh). I'heie was heie lo beobseivcvl, a 
great change in ti» to.»o of the bon. gentle^ 

1 men on the subject of Buenos Ayres. When 
Uhe conquest of that place was erteefed, the 
hon. g'^ntlcmc.n thouglii it not worthy of be¬ 
ing mentioned in iho king’s speech. Noar 
it had Required a vn^t importance in their 
, eyes j and why ? not fioni its importance to 
I the commerce, or n.i' igatifiTi, or to the gene- 
■ ml resources of life country, but because it 
I was a place th :t ad'orded room for the ap- 
' poin'^ment of collectors, comptrollers, search¬ 
ers, and tide d'aiters. ^ This wms a complete 
key to whvde policy of the late ministera 
j —and a most happy illuslr.ulon it was of 
their large, libvr.l, and enh'hiened views ! 
How'cwr far thu range might h.i\e extended 
in contemplation, the aclu.il list ended here, 
and it became necess.’ry to return home to 
the dCK) hnrveyorjof laxes. The noblclord’* 
defence here, as in tlie fo^^er ipstance, was, 
tii.it the appoinlm'Uit was prosperlive. But 
was the influence prospective.^ Why did the 
appointment take idacc on file eve of a g*end- 
r.il election ? If the coincidence was acciden- 
talf the hon. genrlc.a-in were certainly the 
first f.ivourites of Ibruine ! He acknowledg¬ 
ed the iiigh literary merit of %Ir. Dug^ 
.Stuart, wholi id besides the merit, andhe 
thought it no ligjit one, of having edu¬ 
cated the noi)le*lord. He acknowledged 
i'\d lamented the* general insufficiency of 
the rcw'ards bostowVd on literary mei it in 
this country; but he highly condemned the 
mode of reward here adopted, b5' constitu¬ 
ting a new siBC<*nrc, and bestowing it on Mr, ‘ 
Stuart and his assignees for 21* years As to 
the comparison instituted by the noble lord , 
between this grant and life rewards granted 
to the w'riters of the Anti-jacobin, he for 
one, felt no ^liaine for the.character or prin¬ 
ciples of thatw'oi'k; nor any other sorrow 
for the .sh:ir« h&had in it than that whicif tfie 
imperfection of ins pieces was calculated to 
inspire. He was told that this provision of * 

, ^Ir. Stuart was substituted for a professor^ 
ship of medical jurisprudence, \fhich ft bad 
been intended to institute. *lie should like 
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^ «ee the bon. gentlemen in the fall swing 
^ tbeir insolence of power, nfaking this 
ip})ointment, imfiediately after their un- 
qualified attacks upon their antagonists, as 
much as to say, “ Though you can do no¬ 
thing, we dare do wery thing.” He doubt¬ 
ed whether this same science of medical ju- 
mprudence cohld be found any where men¬ 
tioned, even in the Scotch Encycloi)£Bdia. In 
answer to what the noble lord had said about 
newspapers, he would ask, was there no in- 
■tancehereofa newspaper (ihe Morning Cliro- 
nicle) conspicuous for itsattncii rnent to the con- 
atitinion, and for thefairn&.<sofits mode ofde¬ 
tailing all transactions in which its party in¬ 
terests had a place, whose proprietor was ap¬ 
pointed Secretary to the Barrack Board, at 
which a secretary was a new and a sinecure 
institution ? With such an instance,in their 
pwn conduct, how could they tax the pre¬ 
sent ministers with partiality to newspapers ? 
There was another act which he looked upon 
as a flagrant breach of the conatiiution, the 
grant of pension of 400l. a-year during 
pleasure to a Sci'tch Judge, [lord H. Petty 
said, across the table, he knew nothing about 
this matter]. The hon. gentlemen, when 
in power, w’erc so united, that no ctifterence 
of opinion prevailed among them ; when 
out, and charged with a job, they Bed in all 
direction'i, and left it to light on what Iicad 
it would. « 

Mr. CuTwen n^oiced to see the light hon. 
gent, throw the first stone from the glass¬ 
house. Though he was partial to his hon. 
friends below him, he wa-» not one of those 
who would defend any man through thick 
or thin. He was sorry there were tliose 
who acte^.on the contrary sysiem. There 
dvw a vote of the house, declaring the pro¬ 
priety of abolisliing sinecure places. He 
was glad to hear the h^n. gentlemen eppo- 
aite so strenuous in condemning the creation 
of such places. It was a pledge that no ^ ch 
thing would be done in the administration 
of the hon. gentlemen. It was however re-' 
ported, that all the right hon. gentlemen op¬ 
posite held sinecure places for themselves or 
their families. If such a system was con¬ 
quered, though pur allies might have lost a 
tettle, we should liave acquired a great vic¬ 
tory, when the money that was wrung ^■orii 
the people could no longer be absorbed 
in this manner. The right hon secretary 
* hjflsaid, there'was no iu4^p&ndent man in 
parliament: be was at least thus far inde¬ 
pendent, that he had never accepted a fa^ 
▼our from any minister, nor ever would. 
HeVoulAasl^ihe right hqp. secretary, whe- 
tbe); or not he hiaiB^ had a pension ? 


f Mr. Secretary Canning denied having saki 
I there were no independent men in the bouse. 
He had asserted only that party attachment! 
were prevalent. As to the hon. gent’s, ques¬ 
tion, the answer was, that on his retiring 
from the office' »f unr^er secretary for foreign 
affairs, Mr. Pit^ and lord Grenville proposed 
to make a pn^/fsiou for him, which he bad 
accepted, and settled by his desire one half on 
hiniseir, and the other half on two very near 
and dear relafums, who were dependent for 
I their subsistence upon bis labours. 

Dr. Laurence thought it was extraor¬ 
dinary, that on the lery day when we had 
received from the coiainent news most dis¬ 
astrous to our allies, the secretary of state 
for foreign aft'airs, shoiiid, in tlie course of 
his speech, amuse the house so much with 
idle fancies, with jokes and epigrammatic 
points. As to his argument, it did not bear at 
all upon the question. I’lie question was for 
the appointment of a comniiltee, to consi¬ 
der and report what retrenchments might be 
mad:; in the public expenditure, ard what 
useless places might be abolished. Now, 
there was no one instance mentioned, eiiher 
by the chancellor of the er.choi]ucr or the 
right hon. secretary, which could be referr¬ 
ed to that committee. As to the appoint¬ 
ment of a Collector or Comptroller of 
Hueno.s Ayres, there was no burden now 
upon the country on that''ccount, and if the 
place should be taken, it w’a.s c\ident that 
there must be such ofliccrs. The question, 
then, between the late and present admini¬ 
stration on this jioim wa'^ merely who should 
havf* the influence that was to be obtained 
by the appointments r Next, as to the place 
given to Mr. Diigald Siiiari, the right hon. 
gent, did not object to the bviruen but only 
to the mode, and thought it would he belter 
to provide for him by a pension than a place. 
On this point, therefore, there was no re¬ 
trenchment jiroposed. Willi respect to the 
300 Surveyors of Taxes the right hon. 
.secretary confessed that tlie appointment of 
them was right, and that the present mini¬ 
sters meant to pursue the same measure, but 
that they intended to appoint the sarveyo'"* 
themselves.’ In all those instances which 
llie ciiancellor of the exchequA* had nffcn- 
tioned, there was not'one in w'hich they 
proposed the least retrenchment of expcnce, 
tir any matter whicl^ could be referred to the 
committee. I’hey only seemed angry at 
having their own patronage and influence 
somewhat intrenched upon^ the aypoint- 
ments of their predecessors. 

Sir S. RomilLy lamented that the sim¬ 
ple quesLion before the house had been s^ 
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much waodered fi'otn. Mach was expected 
from the inquiry which it was now proposed 
to institute. The character of the hou^ 
would depend upon the issue of that inqui¬ 
ry; and the confidence in it would depend 
on the description of i^en ofiwhom it would 
be composed. When it wfc fought to re¬ 
place in its proper situation tWiry thing else 
that had been disturbed by tue dissolution, 
this most important matter ought not to be 
deranged. Though other gentlemen might 
be as well qualified in other respects, the 
knowledge already acquired by those who 
com|>osed the last committee rendered them 
by far the fittest persens to be re-chosen 
now. It* they were not appointed, the 
pledge given in his “majesty's speech would 
not be kept. 

Mr. Bankessoia^ that it was with the ut¬ 
most pain he had heard the^accusations and 
recriminations w'hich Iiad been brought 
forward this night. He thought the criTect 
of them must be to degrade the character of 
all public men in the eyes of the publif at 
large. He could not avoid expressing Ins 
strongest disapprobation of some of the acts 
which bad been stated to have been done by 
the late administration. As to the granting 
a pension, during pleasure, to a civil and 
criminal Judge in Scotland, he thought it a 
measure so unconstitutional, and in every 
oint of vie\y so regrehensible, that it must 
e seriously investigated before the commit¬ 
tee. As thef'inance Committee was a com¬ 
mittee of inquiry only, and had not the 
power of acting upon whatever might be 
the result of their investigation, he did ex¬ 
pect that not a single member of the fate 
committee would have been excluded on the 
re-appointment of it. What danger, he 
would ask, was there to be apprehended from 
the same persons that had already shewn 
themselves to be both able and industrious 
in the pursuit of these inquiriefi^ continuing 
to inquire, and to Report the evidence which 
they received, together with their opinion 
thereon, to the house, when the house 
would afterwards hav^the power of judging 
foi^itself upon, the evideuce, and of agree¬ 
ing or disagreeing with their cotlimittee as 
to their discretion might seem fit, and of 
acting only according to the judgment of the 
house } There was ane point, in fiict, upon 
which the late committee had nqt'entirely 
made up their minds; it was bqt justice, 
therefore, that an opportunity ashould be. 
given them that they might be enabled to 
cotpe at^hat final determination. The par¬ 
ticular point to which he alluded was that of 
Vpi-.' IX. 


a fiikovery which was made by Ibc coouqI^ 
tee of soofe abuse in the office^oi the Pay¬ 
master-General. Ac th^ time when that 
discovery was made, no appyehepsioii was 
entertained of sudden dissolution of 
parliament which afterwards took place, 
Under the impression that they were likely 
to sit much longer, they came to a resolii* 
tion not to deliver in (heir report, as to the 
facts oil which their discovery lested, until 
they should have hit upon the means that 
would be most likely to jirevent a recurrence 
of similar abuses in future. Upon that point 
they bad not coii^ to any determination ^ 
but for his own part, he believed that the 
oul}' radical cure for such an evil was the 
speedy passing of Accounts. But, as the 
committee had not como to any determina¬ 
tion on that head, that was one reason why he 
wished iRat the same persons should be again 
appointed to an office whicli»ihey had alrea- i 
dy most honourably filled. But, exclusive 
^f this consideration, there was another, 
namely, that the zeal, ability, industry and 
iniegrity which'he had already witfiessed iq 
the former members, had such weight upon 
liis mind, that he in fact regretted that any 
one of their names should be omitted on tho 
present occasion; but he was most peculiar¬ 
ly .sorry, he must .say, at seeing the name of 
an hon. friend of his (Mr. Sharpe) omitted, 
as he had been one of the most active, tho 
most eminently us*eful .servant to tbepub)!^ 
in the formta* committee—a gentleman to 
whose,acuteness and industry, the house 
and the public were principally indebted for , 
the discoveries which were made iij the 
first geport. But as a plain matter of fact, he 
w'as confident it must be obvious toevpry fqir, 
candid and impartial man, that ttiose wh^ 
had already gnsen up a good deal of thei^ 
time and bent their ipind to inquiries of the 
nature which was t^bken of, must be infi- , 
nitqly belter qualifiod to enter on such in- 
quirms in the present-parliament, than any 
other gentleman whatever who had not here* 
lofore turned his attention that wayK 

Mr. JVhitbread said, that from an expeci- . 
tatipn that the committee would have much , 
longer time to continue theirSnyestigationa 
than he found was aftcrvwrds permitted 
ibextf, and knowing as he did, that owing 
to his mipd being otherwise engaged at 
the commencement of their ^tting he was un¬ 
able to attend at the first of their invesiigii- , 
tions^; he therefdfp did not think fit to at- . 
tend the comofittee during the latter part of 
thqir sitting, but waited until they should 
have made a report, iutending tfiep to jpiq 
2 • 





tlim oa epterlng npoQ a fre^ sfabject 
Vir this feason he af^reed vith 
4btoh member who spoke last, and on the 

r md which bed bMn br him stated, 
could not complain that his name was 
omitted in the list of members to form the 
present committee. 

Mr AdiingUm thought that it W'as neces- 
MI 7 his tote on a former evening should not 
lead to any misconstruction. He did not 
vote for (he address, zinl oppose (he amend- 
saent, because he considered the dissolution 
of parliament a laadable measure, b,ut 
because this recurrence to the sense of the 
people wa.s to be justihed^on constitutional 
grounds. He wa.s fully aware that it must 
be attended with great and serious inconve¬ 
niences, and therefore he was most anxious 
that matters should be restored as nearly as 
possible to the state in which th^ were 
prior to that appeal, or to the condition in 
which (bey wuulh have been, had there been 
no dissolution of pavUarheDt. Such were 
the views with which he conceived the 
cbancelloq.of the exchequer brought in the 
bill last night, and hejioped bis expectations 
would not be disappointed. With regard to 
the names, he had only one objection to 
make, and it respected a person, of whose 
abilities or dedciencies be was themostcom- 
petent to judge. He hoped the house would 
exclude himself, as be felt that he was not 
adequate to discharge the important duty. 
He Ciitertaiived always a high opinion ot his 
right lion, friend, the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer, and he* earnestly hoped caution 
would be observed, in the present arrange¬ 
ment, in order to avoid those suspicions that 
any partiality must unavoidably produce.'' 

Lord Coffhrane declared, that he did ex- 
|^t.that the same regulation would have 
been adopted on this occasion, \is that which 
])ad been agreed to with, respect to Private 
Bills. Besides this, from* their actions he 
judged (hat the last cortmitfee was betj'ir 
than auy new one that was likely to be ap- 
potmed. <• 

Colonel* Snipl^ declared that the former 
committee bad the entire cunfidt'nce of the 
country, w'hefi what he felt himself entitled 
to call the unjustifiable conduct of ministers, 
the dUsoUuion, deprived the country of the 
further benefit of their labours. For tnis 
reason he though) tnat minislAs owed irto 
the-individuals who composed that commit- 
tee,^to the house, and to. )heocountry, (to 
re-anixnate, now' they bad an opportunity of 
doing so, that virtuous body whose vital 
powers the pestilential breath of aaiuisteHf 
bad fur a tihic suspended. « 


. Mr. 5 /M 0 r/ Wor^ley uVed^an hop, 
opposite (Mr. Bankes); wheth^ tbb report 
was regularly drawn up befbr^ him, or with 
his approbation as chairtnan of the commit¬ 
tee, and ready to be deliver^ at the bar of 
the house whem the dissolution took place ^ 
Mr. MiHwefttl, that that was the 

only day on ^lych he was absent from the 
committee. Ae understood, however, that 
the rejjort was drawm up, approved of by 
(he committee, nnd.rcady to be presented at 
the bar of the house. As he had already 
stated, the committee had come to the reso¬ 
lution of relating the facts, and pointing 
ont the remedy at the same time, but such 
a resolution was very' tatrly alterable according 
as circumstances might suggest to the com¬ 
mittee ; of such circumstances the dissolu¬ 
tion w'as certainly one, « 

Mr. Huskissor^ observed, that the com- 
iriitee had adjourned to two o'clock on 
Muiidny; consequently they had not time to 
have prepared such a report as that which 
was spoken of, before the dissolution took 
place. 

Mr. H. Thornton declared that he was of 
opinion that the statement of facts unci the 
remedy proposed for those evils ought to he 
given together} the committee was of the 
same opinion; but the resolution of tlie 
committee, he thought w'as repealable, as 
circumstances might appear to tnem to jus¬ 
tify it ; and fpr his own part he was of opi¬ 
nion that it would be much better that a 
naked report of such facts as had came to 
their knowledge should be given to parlia¬ 
ment, than that the report should be entire¬ 
ly lort, and the committee deprived of the 
power of stating what they knew, by the 
dissolution. 

Mr. Alderman Chmf e assured thehou.se that 
in consequence of the absence of their chair¬ 
man, another gentleman w'as called to the 
chair. The report was distinctly read, and be 
nevei saw' or t^ard any act of any committee 
of that bouse meet wiili more unanimous ap« 
probation, than the report which was now 
mentioned. 

Mr. Sharpe acknowledged, that he feU 
the full force of the two compliments which 
had been paid him. To his hon, friend (Mr, 
Bankes) be was extrenqyly than'kful for the 
very hand.some manner in which he had 
mentioned his name. To^he gentlemen oit 
the other side, he had also reason to express 
liis acknowledgment of the kindness which, 
they had done him 1 for he considered 
it to be as high a compliment as those gentle- 
men could bestow, when they thought proV 
per to express their objection to him by the 
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<itbSii&<m oth\i name In the new list. Thm 
one '£ict, however^ with which he 
thoOght it right that he should acquaint the 
hoiise^ that was, that if he should not be 
tgain chosen a member of the Finance Com¬ 
mittee, and should those that were to be the 
chosen people of the new Qaiaistry, attempt 
to suppress any statement of evidence that 
had b^n already entered on, it was some 
Consolation to him to h|ve it to say, that he 
had in his own hands a number of extracts 
and minutes from the intended report, which 
he pledged himself to bring forward when¬ 
ever he should see any necessity for doing so. 
But in point of fact, he had much rather that 
he should not be a^in appointed to serve in 
'the Finance Committee, as he would now 
stand in a ver 3 (,different situation from that 
in which he formerly actecL 

Mr. Lamb declared that lie took on him¬ 
self his full share of the responsibility which 
was attached to the framing of the report. 

Lord A. Hamilton added his testimony to 
that of his hon. friend as to the neoessity 
which there was for the formation of the 
report, and took also upon himself bis full 
share of the responsibility which was attach¬ 
ed to it. 

Lord Howick said, there were some points 
in the debate upon which he could not for¬ 
bear to offer a few observations. Before, 
however, he proceeded to these points,*he' 
begged leave to say, that there seemed to be 
some misuAiderstanding among the gentle¬ 
men on the other side, with regard to the 
Report, which was ready to be presented on 
the day of the prorogation. If gentlemen 
were but recovered from their warmth 
upon this subject, he thought it might be ea¬ 
sily proved that the conduct of the commit¬ 
tee alluded to was strictly correct and impar¬ 
tial ; that they had done no more than their 
duty, nay mere, that they would have vio¬ 
lated their if they had nftt acted as they 
had done. The bon. gent, who acted as 
chairman of that committee, had resolvecT 
not to report until a statement of the evils 
they discovered should be accompanied by 
t description of the remedy Jo be recom¬ 
mended. But that resolution was revoca¬ 
ble, and tRe hon.jrent. admitted that the 
committee had completed their inquiries. 
They had materhils to report upon, and in 
■fact, if be was rightly informed, the commit¬ 
tee were in daily expectation of the hon. 
gent, coming down as chairm^, with a re¬ 
port {^epared for their consideration. But 
the report of a sadden dissolutioa being cuni- 
monicated to (he hon. gefft., that hon. gent.. 


and he did not mention it any purpose of 

blame, thought proper to leave town in 
der to secure another object, where he had 
reason to expect a contested election. The 
other members rdlnained in town; and bei^’- 
ihgthe prospect of a speedy dissolution, he 
would put it to the house and the country, 
whether they were not bound to take care 
that the fruit of their laborious investigations 
should not be lost? •With a view to guard 
against that, and with the prospect before 
them, the committee«were, he cont'nded, ' 
perfectly right in proceeding as they had 
done, although, Owing to a little dexterity, 
the attainment of their object was prevented 
for the moment. That, however, this come 
mittee had, on the whole, acted a most me* 
ritorious part; that they had been active and 
diligent In their inquiries, and that in tke 
conclusion of their labours they had done 
what their duty required. Tie would be ever 
ready to maintain! But this committee was 
nut to be revived as it stood before, because, 
as the secretary for foreign affairsiaad stated, 
it was necessary to iiiuodisce into it a differ¬ 
ent set of men, of a different party in poli¬ 
tics, which change that rt bon. gent, declared 
to be neces$;iry with a view to impartiality. 
For according to that right hon. secretary’s 
declamatory strain ot‘ observations there was 
no chance of obtaining impartiality, bat. 
through what he-called a coUision of ojipo- 
site opinioT^s, and that too in ^ committee of 
inquiry. Now, for himself, he Would say, 
that he was now, and had always been, a 
party man, and for these reasons; -fir»i, be¬ 
cause he thought a party connection was the 
mdst elfectual way to promote any public 
object; and secondly, because,* to say the 
least of it, he could not think from whaei4e 
had seen in Aiat house, or heard out of it, 
that men who disclaimed parly, were th« 
most remarkable Tor independence and puri¬ 
ty But, much asT^e preferred a parly con¬ 
nection, and was convinced of its benehchil 
operatlnas for the public, still he^would de¬ 
precate the idea of it if he thought the at¬ 
tachments it engendered were likely to stifle 
inquiry, or to conceal the public malversai- 
tion of a party man. %ire he was that ' 
^ainpng that party with which he had the ho¬ 
nour to act, there existed no such disposl- 
liou; and yet, unless the gentlemen on the 
other side entertained such a suspicion^ be 
ccftld not conceive a reason for the mannef 
in which thpy prepared to new model thif 
committee. Among the namesof thosemem^ 
flers of the former committee jwhom the 
chancellgr of the cxchequer^ougbt phppw 
2 Z 2 • 
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to eiclodej he desired to have one pointed 
^ ^St to whom any suspicion could reasonably 
^tach, of being inBuenced by party attncb- 
Itients in the es&mination of public delin¬ 
quency. He >vou1d take, for instance, with¬ 
out any disposition to particular preference, 
his hon. friend near him (Mr, Whitbread). 

- Would the gentlemen on the other side ob¬ 
ject to his independence, after the swelling 
compliments which the house had lieard 
tome time since applied to his hon. friend’s 
manly independence by the secretary for fo¬ 
reign afTatrs ? He tneant upon the discussion 
of the conduct of the nesociation. He 
would ask of these gentlemen, whether they 
could suspect that his bon. friend would, if 
appoiuted to this committee, attempt to 
Kreen even him, were he guilty, from the 
consequences of any malversation ? Upon 
what ground, ^hen, W'as the name of his 
hon. friend excluded ? And he might put 
the same question as to apy of the other gen¬ 
tlemen on his side of the house, whose« 
names were omitted; but it was the resolu¬ 
tion of the gentlemen on the.treasury bench, 
for the purpose of affair collision of parties 
even in this committee, to construct it of an 
even balance of opposite parties. The house, 
however, would judge of this proj)osed fair¬ 
ness when it was understood, that out of the 
US members no less than 14 were selected 
from among the connections of the minister. 
—^V’ith regard to the charges and insinua¬ 
tions thrown out kgainst the conduct of the 
last adminislratio;i, he should, in the first 
plpce, answer tlieir accusers by saying, that 
he only desired inquiry. AH he should ask 
of the bouse and the country would be, not 
to adopt any opinion; not to come to *any 
conclusion; not to pronounce any judgment 
the accusations loosely thrown out by 
the gentlemen on the other side, particularly 
without any notice to himself or his friends, 
without affording them qny fdir opportunL*y 
of answering them. Upon every such ch/^e 
he desired only inquiry, and that such in¬ 
quiry might be made in (he mosf hostile 
^m. If the gentlemen on the (reasury 
bench thought they could substantiate any 
charges against the last administration, let 
them do it. But let the old administration 
go on with its investigation, and his vlsk 
was/that a new commktee shq^tld be formed 
to inquire into the conduct of the last admt- 
tiittration, composed altogether of members 
Yrom the ministerial side Of 'the hous^ (a 
loud cry of hear! hear!), eu^epting only 
each as held offices.—The noble lord ne^t 
^nkfededafo animadvert upon the particular 


charges brought forward by the chancellor 
of the exchequer. First, as to the appoiAt- 
meut of a collector to Buenos Ayres, with 
which was connected some question as to the 
sincerity of the late ministers. Upon the 
subject of reversions, he w'ould appeal to the 
hon. geut. (Mr Banttes), whether he did 
not express to Hhat gent, hii anxious wish in 
favour of an act to prevent the further grant 
of reversions, and that long before the last 
committee was appointed ? Indeed, the sin- 
ceiity of the late ministers wa.s proved by 
their conduct, for they did not grant a single 
reversion, and it was notorious, that, among 
others, a very valuable reversion fell in du¬ 
ring their administration. But to return to 
Buenos Ayres; the appointment could only 
be object^ toon one of three grounds; ei- 
ther that the office was qAite unnecessary, 
that (he person r.ppointed was exceptionable, 
or that the late ministers by such an appoint¬ 
ment, improperly interfered with the pa¬ 
tronage of their successors. As to the first, 
no one could deny that a collector would be 
necessary at such a place as Buenos Ayres, 
if wc had it in our possession, and If we had 
it not no expence would arise out of the ap¬ 
pointment ; as to the second, sure he was, 
that no objection was likely to be made to 
the person who was appointed upon his re¬ 
commendation, namely, Mr. Wilberforce 
Bird; and as to the third, no interference 
with the patronage of t)fh present ministers 
could be alleged, because the appointment 
was revocable at pleasure.—AflftT comment¬ 
ing on this and the other uccusations ad¬ 
vanced by the chancellor of the exchequer, 
the fioble lord begged to observe, that foi the 
most part he never heard' of the cases to 
which they referred, until they were men¬ 
tioned by the right hon. gent, in that house. 
This was particularly the case w ith regard to 
the 300 surveyors, for he had no connection 
with that department; but how, be would 
ask, did that case stand upon the right hon. 
gent.’s own shelving? Wliy, the appoint¬ 
ment of the.se' officers was recommended by 
ti>3 tax office, some short time after the late 
mini.ster.s came into olfice. Proper persons 
were immediately appointed Co ascertain tfio 
number of officers that would-be necessary 
to cariy into effect thef object proposed by 
the tax-office. Jtgotabrpad, that such ap¬ 
pointments were intended, and applications 
were made to the trea.sury, and some of these 
applicatiunsf succeeded. Promises were 
made, and such promises formed what the 
chancellor of the exchequer called thff nomi¬ 
nation, which he objected to. But these 
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nominations required an act of'parliament to I former jcommittee} which transaction waa 
render them of anj avail, and^ strange to in ^ct notf^rintis, and all the evidence with 
tell, unfortunately for the right hon. gent.'« regard' to which was to be referred to tho 
argument, no such act was ever ■ proposed, new committee (we understood the rigte 
Thus, au administrationso verygreedyof pa- bon, gent, to allude to theaf&ir respecting 
tronage, so very anxious to provide for its Mr. Steele, see Appendix to the present vo- 
Iriends, was so neglifenl as to go out qf lume.) Adverting again to the appointn^eot 
power without taking carejfo dispose of to Buenos Ayres, the right hpn. gent, men* 
those good things!—The tAird point to tiooed, that which he wished to contrast 
which the chancellor of the exchequer di- with the conduct of the noble lord and bia 
reeled his accusations, referred to the »p- colleagues, and ns a proof that the present 
pointment of what he called a new ofHce in ministers were not so anxious about infla* 
Scotland. But whaL was the fact ? Why, ence} namely, that Mr. Wilberforce Bird 
tliat his innjesty having determined to settle having applied to them for the office of cok 
a I>ension of J!$00 a year upoii Mr. DugaU lector of Monte A^deo, conceiving it to b* 
Stuart, as a reward for his services, the late included in his appointment to Buenoe 
ministers rendered an office, already existing Ayres, they denying expressly the validity 
in Scotland, available, as far as it would go, of his appointment, but still unwilling tp 
to discharge a pAt of that {tension, and thus disappoint the expectations of any man, did 
produced a saving to the |>«blic. Such was appoint*Mr. Bird to the collectorsbip of 

the plain state of the rase. Now, as to ano- Monte V^ideo.-The firsj* motion, that a 

ther charge, of which he declared, on his committee should,be appointed, &c. wa» 
honour, he never heard a word until stated, tlten unanimously agreed to. Upoutbat £af 
by the right hon. gent, this night, namely, confining the number of the committee te 
as to the intention to grant a pension, dflring twenty-five, , • 

pleasure, to one of the Scotcli Judges— I,ord Houick rose, tfnd adverting to the 
[*' Intention,*’ observed a voice across the suggestion made by an Iron. gent. (Mr. 
table, " the warrant wa-; actually made liiddulph), relative to the propriety of thA 
out.**] The noble lord repealed, that lie appointment of sir Francis Burdeti as one of 
was quite ignorant of the transaction ; but it the members of this comniitrce; took occa- 
appeared that the tiling was not completed, sion to observe that, nlihough he could as- 
However, he was ready to .say, that jealous .sure the Itouse there was no gentleman da 
as he was. and cvft* would he, of the iiule- the other side iilore adverse to the gei^pr^ 
pendence of the judges, he could not aji- conduct ofgthat person fhan* he was, al- 
prove of such a grant as that described. Bui though no man was more Jhc subject of th^ 
he confessed that he had doubts of (lie fact j penson’s attack, and that of the party,.if 
and he begged die house to suspend Its judg such they could be called, who acted with 
ment r'dl inquiry should be made respePting hinn still he would advise the adoption of 
it. This suspension of judgment, which the hon. gent.’s suggestion. It would b« 
justice warranted him in demanding, was recullectf'd by any person acquiinted with 
all that he requested of the house and the the history the limes, that notwithstafl^ 
country. iug the attempts always made, said the no* 

The Chancellor of the Exchet/uer replied ble lord, to connetfl us with this person** 
to the observatifins of tlie speakers on the p^ty, there np party in the country 
other side. The accusations ot partiality in m^e obnoxious to# them than that with 
the uoniination of the proposed coinmltiec, which I have ibe honour to act. This gen^ 
he retorted upon the gentlemen on the other tlciuanj* it will bQ observed, standi forward 
side, by stating, that in the names he pro- as the enemy of public abuses, and J would 
posed there were a considerable proportion . . - . , 

oT their friencis, while it was to*bc recollect- 
eidithat in tl^ former committee there were 
only two gentlemen who were understood to 
have'any attachment to the party with which 
he had the honour to act. The right hon,. 
gent, ridiculed the rumour so industriously 
circulated, that the dissolution ^as occasion¬ 
ed by a desire of ministers to prevent a ccr- 
tyn tnmsaciion from being reported by the 


recommend ministers to Keqp a vacancy 
open for him in this commitlee. There he 
will have an opportuniiy«of inquiring into 
the^nbuses of which he complains, and pro- 
]>osing the re^pedy in a much more proper 
way than lie has heretofore done, or at¬ 
tempted to do. I ihould therefore wisl^to 
ha^e him affSr^^ the opportunity, although' 
I happen to he so obnoxious to his attacks, 
pj-obably not so much from the impulse qjf 
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^h\% xywn tpln<l, as in conseqmticebf the in- 
^6tement 6f others. • 

Mr. BMuip^ observed, that be was 
actuated wholly by pubHc motives iti pro¬ 
posing the hon. baronet's^ name, and that he 
acted Without any connection whatever with 
the bon. baronet. But' having perceived 
that ihe hon.*^ baronet had a quick sense of 
public'wrongs, and was anxious to remove 
them, he thought him a very At person to 
^''appointed a memoer, and to promote the 
Ejects of this corapiittee.—A member un* j 
der the gallery, whose name we could not | 
learn, announced his intention of opposing 
the appointment of sir F. Burdett, as an, 
ineligible person, upon the ground that he 
had not yet taken bis seat, and also upon 
other grounds. 

Lord Ifowick proposed the division to 
take place upon tne proposition of a name I 
‘Irom himself. ** j 

The Cknncellor of ike^Ki'chequer said, he i 
ahould put to the house the names he had^ 
vHready mentioned, and it would be com¬ 
petent td the noble lord, or any member, to 
propose such other name as they might 
think prraer, in lieu of any that he pro¬ 
posed.—-The names of Mr. Bankes and Mr. 
Biddulph were unanimously agreed to. 
Upon the name of Mr. Leycester being 
proposed. 

Lord Hawick rose to propose the name of 
Ihlr. Sharpe^in li^u of it, observing, that he 
^ould not wish it to be und^sto^ geiie- 
rally, that the division was to take place 
tkpdn the propriety of nominating Mr. 
Karpe. At the same time he had objec¬ 
tions to Mr. Leycester, which the roble 
lord was proceeding to state, when 
.^Mr. H6me Sumner, who said, that be 
u&ongfat it improper that strangers should be 
p r e s ent at a discussion of the merits of 
radividual members, mOTcd {hat the gallery 
Shonld be cleared. Strangers were accu/d' 
ingly excluded during the remainder of" the 
dcibM. On the division for the nomination' 
inf Mr. Leycester, the numbers were, for 
the proposition 244; against it 149; majo- 
Hty 95 .—^Afler this division, we understood 
that the namb of sir Francis Burdett was 
proposed by Mr.*Biddulph. Upon this pro- 
jposition a debate arose, which continued 
above an hour, and terminated in the rejec¬ 
tion of the hon. baroMt's name without 
'a'tfvstion.—The ComnHtt^ then«ap- 

S itedf consisting of the members pro- 
sd by the Chanpellor of tfre Exchequer. 
DBmod at tfaxee o*c)odc. • 


‘Bo^ra ov cdiiBoas, 

U'ednesda^, JtUy 1 . 

[PAratS RBLATIBG TO THE POXTOAXS^ 

-^Sir Tufion rose to give notice, that ha 
would on Friday se'imtght move for the prq* 
duction of,certain papers, relative to the 
Polygars. B[;ing on his 1^, he took Occa¬ 
sion to advert to another subject, which wAs 
intimately connected with ^at to whiOkhis 
notice referred, namely, the subject of the 
Carnatic. Upon that subject he had, in the 
last session of the last parliament, moved 
for the printing of certain papers which were 
not ready before the dissolution, but which 
had since been distributed among most 6f 
the members, and of dourse they had full 
opportunity of becoming, acquainted with 
it. For himself he could say, tliat he w^s 
quite prepareeP'to enter into the discussion, 
but as a matter of courtesy he thought a 
noble lord (Folkestone) claimed the prece¬ 
dency, and as that noble lord's motion re- 
quif'ed some preparation, he could not look 
for a full attendance upon the question with 
which he meant to follow. He, therefore, 
could not feel himself able to promise the 
introduction of the Carnatic Claescion, in 
the course of the present session. How¬ 
ever, if those who were immediately con¬ 
cerned for the noble marquis to whom these 
investigations referred, ^'Ished to have tliis 
question brought before the house, he could 
tell them that he was fully prepared to bring 
it forw'ard. 

Sir A. Wellesley profes.sed his anxiety to 
have this matter at once brought forward 
ancf decided. He begged the house to con¬ 
sider the time in which the friends of the 
noble lord alluded to had been kept in sus¬ 
pense. For DO less than six years tliis ques¬ 
tion bad been under the consideration of the 
house, and according to the manner in which 
those who undertook to manage it pro¬ 
ceeded, it might be still six years more be¬ 
fore they arrived at a final issue, during 
w'hich the noble marquis and his friends 
Were to be agitated by perpetual discussions, 
or rather by perpetu^ abuse. • With such a 
consideration in their minds, it was of 
course the wish of all connedled witb^he 
noble marquis, that tile business might be 
determined as soon as jA^ssiblc. If, there¬ 
fore, the hon. baronet was willing to prose¬ 
cute the business, it was the wish of the no¬ 
ble marquil's friends that he should bring it 
forward at once. 

Sir T, T^Tion had no reason for h^fitatlAg 
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with regard to hiinfielf« for he was as much ^ 
prepared at present as he required to be. But 
tjiere was a precedency due to the noble lord 
already alluded to, which he could not dis¬ 
card- He bugged, howevei, to have it un¬ 
derstood, iliat he had no wish for procrastina¬ 
tion. The .word i/*, ufed by the liglit hon. 
fajafonet. was by no means ajfl*ibutable to 
any part of his conduct in thiJ iransaction, 
for he had always shewn himself willing to 
proceed in the business, and no part of the 
delay that bad occurred was attributable to 
him. 


HOySR OF qOMMONS. 

Thursday., July 2. 

[ClOATHING pp VaP.TEBAN BaTTALIONS.] 
—Mr. Ros*t, agreeabl) to notice, made bis 
prom’sul motion the prcduciion of cer¬ 
tain letters which had p^s.sechoi the subject 
of the Cloathing for the Veteran Balialious, 
and which had not been produced in com¬ 
pliance with a former order of the house. 
He thought it necessary to explain what the 
nature of the letters and minutes, whicif in 
bis opinion were material to the subject in 
question, and which he presumed to think 
had been improperly withheld, actually was. 
When he was appointed one ol the joint 
paymasters of the forces, it occurred to him, 
that if any savings were likely to be made in 
the military department, the cloathing was ^a 
branch in whichitnif^litasprobablybt effect¬ 
ed as 111 any other. He inquired according¬ 
ly, bow olhei^parts of the service were pro¬ 
vided ill this respect, and found chat a person 
who contracted for cloathing the marines, 
did so at a rate greatly lower than (hat 
charged for cloailiing the invalids. He sent 
for this person and found that his charge 
was only 11. Is. 6d per suit, whereas the 
charge then made for cloathing the invalids, 
was I 1. 7s, gd. It turned out, however, 
that there was more lace on t^e deaths of 
the Veteran Battalions than the contractor 
had been aware, 5e therefore increased his 
estimate to 11. 3s. Having ascertained this, 
the right hon. gent, next sent tor the person 
accustom^ to cloath flie Veteran Battalions, 
tetting him that his wish was not to change 
any^radesmep, if they could continue to 
serve the public on nearly the same terms 
with Qthers. He s^iewed to this gentleman 
(Mr. I)ip)tte) the suit of doaths, furnished 
by the person to whom be (Mr. R.) had ap 
plied, wbb^'hame was Courtnay^and asked 
if be (Mr> 1}.) was willing to serve govern¬ 
ment agreeably to that pattern, for 1 1. 3 s.? 
l^tclue replied could not/and that if 


he (Mr! R.) could get any person to contract; 
with him qp kucIi terms, it would be wrong ’ 
in him nqt to close with the offer. Alter' 
ttie pattern suits had bien ^proxed of, Mr, 

R< se did give Mr, Courinay the orders, and. 
sO'iie ot the buiuilions were served bjr bitn* 
When he wislitjd. however, to deliver to. 
the noble lord (Temple) 2U0CI suUs w'hicb^ 
had been prepared, they were refused to be., 
accepted of^ on the ground that they were4^ 
bad quality, of bad w6rkmanship, and too 
scanty. In the mean time the noble lord 
again applied to a Mr. Box, w ho was a part* 
ncr of Mr. Dickie, and received an estimate, 
from him, not indeed as be had fonnerljr 
charged, amounting to ll. but to 

Il.4s. gd, being, however, is. gd. per suit 
more than those famished by Mr. Courtnay. 

It appeared from the minutes in the ofiice, 
that thlstchange bad been made in conse¬ 
quence of complaints that the cloathing was 
of bad quality, bad workmanship, &c. and 
Jhat letters had accordingly been written to 
the commanding officers ot the different bat¬ 
talions who had been sen’ed by Mf. Court- 
nay, inquiring if the i^t ^sso? The an* 
bwers to this inquiry had not been produced % 
and it was of the suppression of them that 
Mr. Rose complained. He proceeded to 
rt^d these Letters, as they were to be tound 
in the office, and stated, that so tar froio 
supporting the truth of the coinplaiius made 
against the quality of the cloth and w'ork* 
manship furaUhed by Mf. Coutinay, they, 
uniformly proved his articles to be better, in 
these I especls, than they bad been for several 
years. The only fault they had, was Uiat 
they were small, and under the general 
size* a fault which was immediately reme* 
died. So, therefore, the miiiutd in co pse* 
quence of which the contract with 18 ^ 
Courtnay was set aside, and that with Mr« 
Box entered into,,dras unsupported by evi- 
detpee, and pr6ceedpd on a false allegatioo* 
Th7;^ight, in bis opinion, become no im- 
4 >roper subject of inquiry for the Committeo 
of Finan%, or the Commissioners oftMilitaiy 
Inquiry. All, however, that he now h isbea 
to move for was that the letters from the 
commanders of the battalion^as to the qua¬ 
lity of the doaths furnished should be laid 
bcfo?e the bouse. He conduded by moving 
for Copies of g)! Minutes; Letters, &c rela¬ 
tive to the Cloathing of tbb Veteran Battar 
lions between the y^rs ] 804 and ibOy. « 
Lord TempU sfid, he should not impure^, 
into the reasons which bad induct the ngb( 
hoj;i gent, to tak^ on himself the preto^ 
statement, wbeK\, ,U there was any. tlui^ui 
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1 ^ th« Committoe of Finance or Commis- The noble lord referred to faiit successor^ if 
* flkmers of Military Inquiry, >W!re, an he applications had not been made to bitn> from 
£imaelf stated, proper persons to inquire more than one battalion, not to change the 
into the circumstances of it. At the time old clothier. 

tbe right hon. gent, origirally made his nio-^ Mr. Ijong admitted that applications bad 
tion, he (lord T.)* explained to him, that been made to him, bnt the mode was now 
there were a great many of the letters re- changedi bcijig by advertisement for esti* 
fetred to contained in the minutes, it would males. If noble lord had been at all . 
thereforebe unnecessary to produce them, and hurt by the agitating of the present question, 
{n this the right hon. gent, seemed at the time lie could not help thinking he had himself 
tp acquiesce. There was nt that time other I alone to blnnie, in carrying away in his poc- 
itifbrmation and otbe*' letters on the subject, ket such evidence ns seemed tu support the 
which, being of a private nature, and not step which he had taken, nad leaving behind 
addressed to him in his priblic cap!icit 3 % he him in (he olhcc only such evidence as went'^ 
diid not feel himself authorised to produce, to condemn him. r 
He- now, however, had certificates of the Lord Howick complained, that these 
£ict 8 , contained in those letters, and which I charges were preferred* without giving hi$ 
bethought material. Mr. Box had cloathed noble ftiend the opjmvtnuily of a fair trial, 
the battalions in question for \5 years previ- From the information his noble friend had 
ous to the timcf of Mr. Courtnay's' having received, he wafi not only justified in trnus^ 
b^n employed. * Shortly after he (lord U .) ferring the contract as he had done ; but be 
c^ime into office, complaints were made to would have been iiighly culpable if be had 
him of the baiiess and smallness of the j’nol transfetied it. He knew not whether 
icloathingi In consequence of these com- the plothing of the marines was furnished 
plaints, inquiry yas made, and a compari- by Mr. Courtnay j but he had heard while 
■on was also taken o/ a suit of them with a at the admiralty very general complaints of 
■uit belonging to another corps. They were the marine clothing. 

found to be badly made up, and from this cir- The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought .. 
cumstance, joined to their being of an under the statement of this night entirely owing 
■ize, the contract was given back to the man to the noble lord’s own conduct. If he 
who had executed it for 15 years. Two w'as inconvenienced he had himself alone to 
things were to be considered in a cuntract. blame. ^ 

Jt might bq too /lear, or it might be too Mr. tf'indham thought that though the 

cheap. The.ihadequacy of quahty and size I right hon. g?nt. might be justified in bring- 
was in this instance, found to be by no means ing forward the measure, he could not bo 
coQnterbalanced bj' the lowness of the price, justified in r.ot now proceeding in it, 

a difference between the two es- Mr. Johnstotie approved of the mode in 

ti^ates of 19 OOI. wdnch surely tbe public whicli the business had been brought for- 

cbuld not reckon any object when put in ward. 

i^Jggpetition* with the health, warmth, and Mr. IVllhcrforce. wished to know if the 
conafort of those brave men who had been I noble lord meant to say that the substance of 
wcMinded in their service.^ His lordship pro- the letters were contained in the Minutes, 
ededed to read a letter and^a certificate from or only that they were referred to in them? 
the major of the .second battalion, and froph Lord//, /’■r/y answered tbe question by 
the quarter master of Yhe battalion at ^le reading a part of tlie minutq^. 

Tfewer, stating that the cloaths furni^ed by • General Tarleton begged the house to 
li^r. Conrfnay were by no means fit for men con.sidor its own dignity. Jf this practice of 
wounded in the service, who required large recrimination was to b<; perpetually resortv 
■lid comfortable cluaths, but might befit ed to; if when a charge was,to be mad|! 

^ enough for stripplings. They were in gene- I against one pkrty, it was answered by a coun- 
^ ral too small, soifie of them had to be cut | ter complaint, there never would be an 
down to join out others; 600 could not ^e’ to any debate in that house. Hethough|;. 
£ned out of 1000 suits: some*of those fur- the subject ought to go before a committee 
iilybed by tbe former clothiers, were requir* of inquiry, without further ceremony. 

^ ^o be issued to supply the; deficiency; Mr,/IiaHjson read extracts of letters froo) 
300 were obliged to be returned; and when various conmanding officers, expresai^,^' 

‘ remonstrated with as to the unfitness of tbe tlieir satisfaction with the manner in whim ^ 
elOatbing, the answer by Mr. Courtnay wasi Mr. Courtnay bad executed his coptracS.. . 
IhM he wdhld be tgreatlosqr by the contract, late ministry had written a circidar letter^ 
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inviting compbints ^imt Um dolhhigt nod 
the ahiform answer was in its ftvoar, instead 
of com^daining of it. But they did not 
wait nntil these answers wm veceived; tl^ 
fact being, that the new contract was hasti* 
ly closed before they had rectnved assi^le 
answer to the pompous inquiry«tbey had af* 
footed to set on foot, previousito the dismit- 
aal of the former contractor. 

Mh Cockrane Johnstone said, this was 
one of the neatest jobs he ever heard of 
cn his life. He was glad the house bad taken 
up the subject of the ai rtty clothing, as it 
would lead to the discovery of a great many 
abuses in that department, and tend to bet- 
the condition of our brave defenders.*- 
The motion was ihcn agreed to. ' 

[SSFRIFFS 1)SPUTE OF SUTHEKLAKD, 
fcc. AMD Loro Cullrk’s Pension.]— 
Mr. Adam rose to make his promised 
motion on the above subjects. He entered 
into a description of the office of Sheriff 
Depute in Scotland. It was a selection of 
local jurisdiction of the highest importance, 
and one in which it was extremely necessa¬ 
ry that the duty should be performed with as 
tnuch dispatcli as possible. The Shrievalties 
of Sutherland and Caithness were formerly 
Anited, but, in consequence of the inacces¬ 
sibility of the former county, it had been 
deemed necessary to separate them and to 
appoint a sheriff for each This occasioned sm 
expence of only 3501. a year. Sutherland was 
a county containing 26,000 inhabitants, and 
he appealed to all who knew Scotland, whe¬ 
ther the appointment of a separate Sheriff 
Depute did not stand recommended on |iub- 
lic grounds of advantage. He then explain¬ 
ed the situation of the counties of l^inross 
and Clackmannan, neither of which had a 
Sheriff Depute. The Shettff Depute of 
Stirling had jurisdiction in Clackmannan, 
and the Shenff Depute of Fife in Kinross. 
Ill the latter county, as long as* he icmem- 
bered, the Sheriff Depute never did himself 
discharge the duty of his office, but appoint¬ 
ed a substitute for that purpose, who, though 
a very respectable n|Bn, possessed uo legal 
infonnatiun. * It became necessajy to reme¬ 
dy these evils, and on public principles of 
utilny, Sherifts Depiye were appointed for 
those two counties of Clackmannan and 
Kiurois. To edfe&t this, it became neces¬ 
sary to obtain the formal resignations of the 
Sherifis of Fife and Stirling, were af- 
terwiurds re-appointed with their salaries.— 
He ne^t proceeded to the subject of the 
warrant for granting a pension to lord Cul¬ 
len, and expressed his legtot that the sub- 
. Voi.. IX, ' 


ject ahenld come fo m ta ril fa the 
shape, mdn especially,, bfi that £y,? 
on the aext, the barons mf the Cour^ cf* 
Excl^uer io Scotlaod would come to a de¬ 
termination u|m ft He passed the hi^iest 
eulogium on bis noble friend^ and declare^ 
that a Rtoiw enfightened sdholar, a moiw 
profound lawyer, a more '•gfeeable compa* 
nioa, and a more perf^t gentleman, never 
existed. He would shortly state the dr* 
cumstances under which the warrant waa 
granted, and he was sure, he should satisfy 
tlie house that what was proposed to be 
done, was not more than what ought to bo 
done. In Oct. 1805, he received an inti¬ 
mation from lord Cullen, that haviug spent 
a day with the Duke of Portland, at But- 
strode, bis gxaoe expressed a wish to oorw 
municatg with him (Mr. Adam) on theeu^ 
ject of a pension for lord,Cullen for lifo, 
with a reversion tojiis >vifo. The change of 
administration, winch soon after took plaoe^ 
'prevented the completion of this business^ 
In 1806, it was natural for lord CuMeo, who 
had been connected with tholate administra¬ 
tion, to bring his case again under conside¬ 
ration. He did not contend that in any case 
it was fit to grant a pension to a Judge fof 
life, but he contend^ that the crown should 
have the power of doing so, and he con¬ 
tended, that in cases in which a Judge waa 
involuntarily invoked in embarrassments^ it 
was incumbqpt on the crown ta endeavour in 
relieve him. Lord Cullen the eldest 
son of D. Cullen, one of the greatest mqn 
that Scotland ever produced, and who 
raised thereputation of the Medical School of 
Kditfourgh, tothe height which it then stood. 
Dr Cullen, however, died poor,eand left % 
large family; the younger branches of iMT 
family were in*a ^eat measure provided foe 
by the public | but Jord Cullen, the 
BO|j, could not guafd himself from the etieet 
oFthe embarrassmenlB which descended to 
him^om his fother, and was in consequenon 
Vbliged^ give up two-thirds of thq revemia 
uf his situation, to relieve himself in somO 
degree from those embarrassments. Those 
circumstances were taken into consideration 
by the late ministers, and ^here was every 
r^sgnto suppose that in August last theaffaic 
was completed. However owing to the 
odicial delays,* the warrant for granting s 
|>ension of 4001. a yepr to lord Cullen for 
hte,* with a pmvieton of 2001, a year to Mrs, 
Cullen, was qpe of the last acts of the late 
administration. From that period until 
Mbnday last he had beard notlfoig njom 
about it. ,He hofooo idea thah the warnift 
3 A 
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i!uft$ «hB but . « proTitNlta for 
m:i ^ wa» «ure lord Greoville meant 
ititobe ^ life. i-If when the grent was, 
^odu43ed it should appear on the face of it, 
0 |itit was durii^ pleasure^ he would con* 
te^ that it was an error} the very circum* 
Btaiice of the reversion must shew it was 
SDflCTur. As He bad before mentioned, tJ)e 
Barons of -the Court of Escheqder in Scot¬ 
land* were at this time employed in consider¬ 
ing the subject, and he deeply regretted that 
it^adbeen mentioued<in the house of com- 
liioDS, until their report had been made. 
Aaitwas, however, he ih^ught it his duty 
to move that an humble addre.ss be presented 
to his majesty, that he will be graciously 
pleased to give directions that there be laid 
^fore the house copies of the appointments 
of the sherid' depute ot the county qf Suth- 
,^riand, and of* the shentf depute of the 
counties of Clackmannan and Kinross; and 
< 1,80 of the warrant graufing a pension to 
lord Cullen, one of the senators of the 
college of jastice ; together with copies of 
all represeiitLitionj^'^nd olheial dorrespoudcnce 
relating thereto. 

The Lord Advocate of Scotland was dc- 
^rous, that the letters and applications ol 
tbe Sherid» Depute for these couniies should 
belaid before the house. Without meaning 
to throw any imputation on the re^pL-ciabli; 
ihdividuals who had occupied the new 
S^kes, he their apjKiintmrnt an on- 

S^pcessary or*waiiion cxpence. To prove 
tbit*, he entereil into a hiMory of the Mierdl'i 
depute of Scothtud ; they were divided into 
dclasaes} each class receivi'ig a salary pro- 
pqrttonate to iia labour •, by the new an urge- 
Is, the,«heriff of Sniherland, who was 
in tbe last class but one. becau.se no 
dithcalty attended liisVituatioi), w-as 
uvea higher salary than ‘oiuc of'those in 
tte i r^t class. The sherifl''. of Siiriing and 
Pi^bad, it seems, resigbeil, to gave 
p ip tm ity for the new arrangements. •^Hc* 
to know if they were r*iv' solid- 
tod toiio^b. With respvct to the pension 
granted to lord Cullen, he would not follow 
tbe learned genf. in his detail on that subject, 
but he.was surprised tltat if it was ihiuiglu 
advisable to take such a step, it W'as not <J|f)ne 
lb vuch a manner to preclude the neres- 
l^y of bringing it under the c<*n»ider.i(ion of 
house of commons. He c oncluded by 
ibnie severe remarks ou thr creation bv*his 
inaj^^y** kite ministersof tw’o qpw profes.sor- 
111 the Univer>ity of EdiDburgb—that 
[edicaj Jurisprudence^ and that of MiR- 
fiurgery,, c , 




Mr^ defended tbdteiCktttiob of 

tbe two nrw profeMorsbtpa* There was scarce^ 
a college on tbe doiitinent, which ba<^ not 
long had a prbfesitor of medical jurispru* 
dence, and the advantages of having a dit- 
linct professor of military luigery were 
obvious. r ' 

Mr. Cochreme Johnstone declared, that a 
more honest, upriglit, and able judge 
than Mr. Williamson, the tSherifF Depute of 
Stirling, could nut exist. He happened to 
be with him when he received a Jetterifom 
lord Spencer, requiring him to resign, pro 
tempore, in order (hat a distinct sherilf might 
beappointed forClackmannan. Mr. William¬ 
son deciaied to him, that such an appolnt- 
inenr was wholly unnecewary, and eaclaimed# 
in his Northern dialect, ** C^de God, Maister 
Johnstone, did you ever see sic a job!” (A 
laugh.) With Respect to the pension grant¬ 
ed to lord Cullen, tbe reversion to Mrs. 
CtiUeij w'as a g'-oss insult to the morals and 
feelings of the |'>eople of Scotland. 

Mr. R. Dundas never heard of the least 
necessity for the appointment of the new 
sherilVs. A.s to lord Culien’s pension, the 
character of that learncii lord certainly stood 
very itigli; but w'Uen he was (bus .selected 
from a body of men, and shewn peculiar 
indulgiMuit's, he tiiought it indi.spensible 
that more ••pecitic grounds should be stated 
fbr such a measure than ewJut bad hitherto 
been advanced. 

Mr. defended the appointment of 

the sheriffs. Tlie question vva.s not, whether 
the sheridi; of Stirling and Fife declared that 
there w‘as nothing to do in Clackmannan and 
Kinross, but w'lieiher the people of Clack- 
maun:iii and Kinross were satisfied with the 
shends not coining there to do any thing for 
them. Heltadtievcr understood that lord 
(yullen w'as a very particular friend to the 
administration, and ho could not there¬ 
fore see tl)c justice of imputing the grant 
which he lincl received to party motives. 
Adverting to the arguments urged by a learo* 
ed lord against the appointment of tbe two 
new professoi ships, at Edinbuigh, he observ¬ 
ed, that similar arguments might have bemt 
applied with equal force against the* appoint- 
iiK'iit of Dr. Blair, as ^Hegiua^Brofessof of 
rhe Belles T^ttres; or of Dr. Walker, af 
Ilcgiua Professor of “Natural History. 

'l oose appointments might as well be calM 
jobs as the present-j but he confessed bo was 
not snrpiisea, tiiat men who had belt 
to an administratidn tbe most unfrieodi 
literature that ever existed, and by wi 
genius of every descripliou bod been ief^ ^ 





fkD6 h Tranfi—be-w« not nh^wlied-that p mn m K Unti^ tb<i» 
vach men qhoaid coodemo' cotidiict to &ppo^ 4 >uWk: weOld derive as miKb ackantsfl^ 
•itexolbeirown. ' ibo reerinitnation, as frcmuhc attadc. Tb6 

The Marquis of Titc^eid expressed his appointment of the sheriiTa, for iSpiberlaibd 
belief .that the duke of Portland was not had been proposud to Mr Pitt,but he refosoA 
acquainted with the piarticulars of the trans- to accede to tlie alreratioB, The g^rantof k 
action whfeh was then the object of de- pension daring pleasure to a judge was i|a|. 
bate. dangerous to the independence o£ thp 

Mr. #P[Z)//n//a 5 defended the appointment judicature but contrary to law. He bad ia* 
of the sheritls. In Sutherkind, in conse- troduced these l^ts toibe house on a former 
quence of the distance of *ilie residence of the night only to shew, that the house ought 
sheriff's, justice was not delayed but not done, pause before they would appoint a commit- 
The country was 80. miles from *sea to Hea> tee, in which those gfentleinen would havo 
30 miles in the other direction ; had a popu- a preponderating isfluence who thought with 
laiion of 20,000 inhaMtants, and ought to the]ate minUteis. 

have a p.'irlicular sherift'.. Lord Reay, who Mr. H. il/arri« was extremely happy to 
had a large property*in it, had inireaied him find that he had the approbation of a right 
for the last five ygars to procure that ahera- hon. gent, on the other side (Mr. Rose) 
lion, and he lamented that whilst lie had the whose nanne was ho proverbial as an enemy 
opportunity from bis oinuexJbn wi’h minis- toalljofis! Thai right hon'gent, could, hr ^ 
ters, he had not endeavoured to accouipli»h was well convinced, be serviceable tq 
so desirable an object. He had said tims the country, if he w'as to devote his time-10 
much justlogive a warning to the right' an endeavour to make out discoveries of thlt 
hon. gentlemen opposite, that if they n^L^ai;t nature, and if he had the support of parlia- 
thls women’s war of recrimination, for the mem, the country wojild^jot say that thltt 
par|K>se ot gaining popularity, they would wasawoinan’s war. He was nut himself, 
not find it succeed. he confe.ssed, so capable of defending against 

The 5(;/h;i/or G(!/i^*ra/forScotland contend- an accusation of this sort as those who 
ed that the duties of the shrievalty were now spent 14 years in extending the power cS , 
as before done by deputy, and tliat eminent France. But on Tuesday next all these in- ' 
person who had been appointed sheriff of dejieudent gentlemen would have an oppos- 
Suthcrland resided at Kdinhurgb, and coisld tunil\''of testifyiitg their xeal for the deteo* 
not have given his presence in the county lion of abuses, by suppor^ng the motloh o£ 
for the tiiniiK required by act of parliament, a noble lortl {C«>chrune) for*a list of those 
As the matter li.id been brought before members who held pensions, places, &c. el- 
the bouse he thought it right to be tiier in person dr by other branches of tbeit-. 
fully, fairly, and thoroughly lifted, and family, ‘ . 

therefore Ije moved as an amendment, 1 \\nt M''* Cniwing, in a strain of irony, Jameflj^ 
there be aUo Utd before the house copies of ed his ability to rise, after the veiprab)e,.pqp^' 
all otficial corresp iiidencc upon ilie subject, ci^e, an<l formal speccli of the learned ggjll 
Mr. Croht'r thought that lilciitry merit However, thc^necosity of the new appej^jlt 
ought to be rewardeil in llte in-ua! way. ^ He incnts of hherifl's, h^ cuntessed he did 
was not a friend to git mg indiiect rewards for to be teiy clearly* made out, neither 
direct sert ices. • of medical j«risprudence, veryao^-* 

The ChnHvelloii of the Exchtufucr did not raltlj^^fincd. Anif the matter cf .t^|i|l|^' 
think the public would den\e nmcl) adv<m-' ninn m^»rd Cullen was s'ill le.>s salUfactraN^ 
tage trura these discussions, but the right explained- As the Iciimcd geflfj had not 
hon. gent, who repreaeniedthcm as w'oincd's given him the most ample satufitcrion'upon 
wgrof recriiiMnation, should nor lose siglit (he whole, he should v:>te in support of the 
of the side from which the attack wa.s m.^de. motion for the production ufihe papers. ^ 
He*sbouldl6dktotho|e who!»emtorthchargcs Mr. ftPA'a got up in greafwarmth and gl- * 
of attempts to raise fal.se cries, and wished huled to\yhitt bad been said by the learDe4 
no peculation to g(^to tlie country as ihiir gent. (Mr.,M^rin.) Iflliqhon.and leamei 
ery, as if they were all ptirity, and theiv gent., said he, ildtiks he can pot medown 
opppnenu the advocates of. pacuhuion. He an>sud) insipuMignsas he-bas justmade,^Mh 
hi^l^oUarved, in the late fldmini4rationr that w ill find himself mistaken. He saya 
ehisy made great professions, without any my name is Sonneotad with j<ibs, I dm Unr • ^ 
•MtespSodfog-performances, an^ attempted hen. and learned to hImw t e inaUuMH 
to gain popularity with the public upon fidae | in any pajR of iu u'i4ch. Jf ww^ipMlir 
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igHABd with ny jobs. M file 1 

MM received from the public aiwlmown to 
file public. 1 nether pM the puUio.lo the 

S >ence of a fin^ shiihtif that k uM pub* 
f kuowfi. Whether 1 run under or ovet 
rewarded ii another quetthm. 0\-er re¬ 
ward^ I have been, 1 am willing to admit ^ 
bat atill 1 uy, -that the public have not been 
put to a tingle shilling of expence on my ac- 
«oqnt, that is not publicly known. If 1 had 
ipODcmled any reward tlut I had finxD the 
public* I should think myself the moit lean* 
dalous person in this country. 

Mr. J^Jartin aaid, he hop^ fa* had spoken 
onderand within the rules and onters of. the 
house* since be was not cbedted by the 
chair; and while be was in tksat order* be 
ahbttid convey bis ideas lo the bouse in the 
manner which appeared to him the most 
Mi. • * 

Mr. JFindhafa thought the bouse bad 
heard pleasantry too long*pursued, and fury 
loo much indulged in the course of this de¬ 
hate. Of accusations generally and loosely 
made, no one ^^pproved more than him- 
aelf; hot they were not to be got rid of by 
abandoning the subject in discussion. The 
questions here were not to be gotten rid of 
the species of decUunation in which the 
ngbt bon. tlic chancellor of the exchequer 
had indulged. When be talked* in )^ty 
tenni, of having his eye oq the late adminrs- 
fmtkm* tbat^he wpuld strip off their mask, 
atnd made am of soeb exprcssidiiB, the riglu 
hon. gent, reminded bhn of a considerable 
Mioo of the last age* and to whom during 
b life considerable attemioo was paid tj 
JlpfoUtc; be meant Mr. Pope. Hefafidas 
written CDOceming his power of 
ing (Aheri as the right kn. gent, had 



whilel live, ao ridi^igfMMe knave 
^ the werld inawt to bis grave. 

mvm words made aome noise* and they 
qMpB ahnnaing to some persons atthe^me 
niiM thqy were written* but they vatre now 
f M gii d f iq y OS yrfectly ridicnloos. He cau- 
tioded the ri^ boa. gent against the same 
aprtof fidkole, wlnchwcnld overtake him 
UDoiisr than HM Pope. Iffheiatcadminis- 
MhH hid acted ia any roauoer by which 
#mic interest had been sacsiiffeadto pnmtc 
^“TT—K 1% had, fbrtbelake of serving 
ofSidpriends* dom that whiefa was injn- 
(tothepobHe^f thay hocTfiTeoaway 
wdiieb nothing bm merh tMhl dmewe* 
faeftdwed h on ihetr^ fbveorites arithmif 
§ mit let the facte boeaposed* and thepf* 
^DMniiftfttejihMWi bot^jwttbanMM 


oohA MiMf ffm. 

of riw meoibers of the house be kd aviay by 
vqgue and geoarri dedamstion. As to tM 
apporntmesu of stfeiridb to tbe coontics of 
TOtherWid fad Caithness, the measure on 
the face of it carried so clearly Us own pro* 
priety with it, that if rather was the busi¬ 
ness of those who opposed it to thaw why if 
should not take place, tlnn that ibose Who 
favourcU it should ahew why it ahoutd ; and 
tbe only question which he tbeugbt could bo 
put on this part of the case, as it regarded 
the late administration* was, whether the 
appe^ments werd made fisivly and fond 
fde. As to the pensiun to Cellen, it 
was clearly tnttAded to liave been a grant for 
life. As to the science of Medien Juris¬ 
prudence, be bud on^ to observe* that it 
was known to every univysity in Eorope* 
and it would be a reproadh to uv to be igno¬ 
rant of it; for *'chese reasons he was fevonr- 
able to the motion now before the boose. 

Mr. Htukiison wished to know, whether 
it was by intention or mistake tint tbe pre- 
cedqnti in the case of the grant of pensions 
to lords Loughborough, Ekkni, and Redcs- 
dale, were deperted from in the grant lo 
Mr. PbDsonfay, hue Chancellor for Ireland. 
In tbe former cases* the pension waa to cease 
in case the noble lords avoold again be plac¬ 
ed in tbe same ofBoe, or hi any other of 
equal profit; but this limitation was left out 
of tbe grant to Mr. Pqnsonby; so that If 
the gentlemen opposite should succeed in 
their pre^t, that gentleman would again 
probably have the seals without bis pension 
being discemtinoed. 

^ Lm ff. Petty bad signed the warrant by 
virtue of whidi Mr. Fonsonby was to en- 
fof hb pension. He bad signed it under the 
impraa a ion that h was similar to the war¬ 
rants £ar granting peosioni to the other chan¬ 
cellors* Uid wouU not have signed it under 
any other impression. 

Mr, Atiamt vindicated all tbe circumstan¬ 
ces that attended the pennon of lord Cul« 
len: he was intimately acquainted with 
them all, and was the person w^ whom 
(he duke of Portland and lord Ddlea had 
Goirnnunicated upon that sobject. Astotlto 
pension opfiratiitf as a oomspt motive on 
tbe mind of lurdCuUeo* nomhnof any^ad- 
rainistration would Vkntnre |o assert it* 
The same propriety he ndgfat ameit* preeid- 
ed in the choice of t^proimBorriilpa* in the 
Universities of Scotland* and he would de-> 
fy the gentfemen opposite to aay» tbatamdwf 
any femeradmiaisUntion, mm iomartialH 
ty had been observedr-lbe Mrtfea «M 
tbch agreed to. 
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'' £Pcitit0»t to CaAircsLx.ottf.^ lilt. 
Httskusm be^^* leave to diffiM* with the 
learned gendemea who i^ke latr, ai to this 
ipery ditintcreated spiHt which it was pre- 
iended pervaded and characterised all the 
appointments of the late administration. 
Was the ^nsion granted to Mr. Ponsonby 
no bis retiring from the chancellorship of 
Ireland of that description ? was it even ac¬ 
companied and checked by tlie usual clause 
that the pension of 40001. per annum should 
not be enjoyed hy learned gent, in case 
be accepted of any other oilice to the same 
mmoiint, or upwards ? In order to place this 
matter in a cl«^r poiflt of view, he thought 
ic his duty tn move. That there be laid be¬ 
fore the house, a copy of all the warrants, 
graating pensioijp to Chancellors in England 
and Ireland since the Ist of Jan. 1800. 

Lord Howick declared, h^ad ho objectior 
whatever to (he motion of the hon. gent.; 
at the same tim^he could not help thinking, 
that the hon. gent was nottJie most {[ualitiedTj 
person in the world Co resist improper grants, 
wlien a certain marriage settletnent was re¬ 
collected, and many other grants (o the hon. 
geut. bis family, and connections, got by 
what means, the Lord only knew, aiuHor 
what the Devil only knew. It ^as not u 
happy measure to come from that side of the 
house, when he lodked round, and observ¬ 
ed chat every member then sitting on 4!ie 
Treasury BeiMih, alluftlirm, to a man, en> 
joyed somo place, pension, or grant, cither 
contingent to themselves, or in reversion to 
•speciancy, as pro\’ision for their families 
'•ird relatives j be could not think thi^ mo¬ 
tion came with much grace from that side of 
the house. If he was to single out one man 
more than another, *as the most unqualified 
man, taking all the circumstances into con¬ 
sideration, he would say the hoii. gent, was 
the most improper and the least qi^ihed to 
bring forwaitl such a motion^n that house. 
The noble lord believedit wasnotthe intention 
of the late government, to give Mr. Ponson- 
by more than other chancellors bad reoeir-' 
ed before him. Those who knew the cha- 
aacterof Mr. Ponsonby, those who were aq- 
qiuinted with his independenoe and libera- 
li^ of sentllnent, ^11 knew, that he bim- 
aelf would he the first to cancel any impro¬ 
per grant made tef him, he would be the last 
man in existence te take advantage of such 
•n act He should say no more upon this 
•Meer^ except to declare, th4 it was Act 
tbe^t^tioaof his majesty's late ministers 
to maSetIfis grant dlflfmnt from ail others 
•f the same kind ^ and if it becamd neces- 


wry to bring a biU into parhMenf to fecth^' 
such an erfor, should the hon. gent, move it, 
he would be the first to second his mrtion. 
But what, be asked, was aU this dbjectiod 
for ? to What endMid it lead ? to what good 
could it tend ? He thought all this war etf^^ 
ciliated for the sole purpose of diverting tbo* 
public attention from those Inquirim imck' 
the house wished to^ set on foot. The efy'o^ 
No peculation,” to be sure, was most pro* . 
perly •applied by gentlemen at the othet side 
of the house; and he hoped that the charge*; 
that had been made, would not be found to* 
prevail with the public to give Up fcqairy p 
but that if any improper offices had beeii> 
appointed, the house should examine and 
condemn or censure as they found expedienf#' 
Rut this was not the object of the gentlemen 
opjKisit^; no—their object was but'tooapy> 
parent—their wish was to Ifod the attention 
of the house and of the phblic to these to* 
pics of impre^r IppotntmenU and graolB 
order to cover wkh some pretence or others 
the lalfe alterations in his majesty'# ministry^ 
and the Dew!fl>pointmeni« 4 ip the committes 
of finance. Upon tlie Litter subject, then, 
what had been done? llie right hon. tlm 
cliaiK'ellor of the exchequer liad apppolsti^ 
8 new members, all of whom were selects 
by himself, in order to give him a decided 
majority. This, he trusted, would not be 
forgotten. It would also be recoUected, thiat 
3 nicmbcrs^uf the furiner«con)tvittee, adiOD^ 
whom he roost first name Mr. Sharpe and 
Mr. Lamb, who were Abjected to by. that 
right hon. gent, as unfit members of toat' 
commitfee, because they were the mdatab* 
tentive of all those who attended, *n44|i» 
most indefatigable in seekings out 
and detectine peculation in eveij 
Ihe third gentleman, w'ko bad betHi 
ed by this right hon. and learned feiiit.,^piis 
l^is hon. frifrnd ^Mt. Whitbread), 
other reason whatever,-but because he'dntt 
tb^^ive prosecutor of Icml MelvIBe. 
ry warae to witness the general spirit 
tack and recrimination witnessed^itluD that 
house; it was not a season for it j but when 
one p^y was continually out ^Ic 

and ambiguous hints, threatetsing to ecpbdb 
a ipmething here, and to oeiecc a mmetmng 
'there;, penaps -the bayi, the most msnto 
way to resist lecb vague attacks was by bol^ 
express, and direct opposition—to ans]^. 
hints by facts, end useless cries by k mr 
maoeffor n^gmediete inquiry. He bogged 
pardon of the liouse for trespassing so 
A so late an hoar; be had been hurried' 
greater Iqngth than he had iqtjenjed «o^ 
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bat it wu not easy for a onn to keep brnoght down the causes to 200 , beside* 
iMtemper, when he heard of charges and going through with the*current business, 
aocusatioos, and sarv what kind of men they ! Had he remained in uthce a few months 
\nrt that prefesred them. i longer, not a single cause would have been 

Mr./fnjifeis^on denied th&t he had said any : left undetermined. He wished that the 
thing in the slightest degree derogatory to j lion. gent, would, in foture, be more cau- 
thelM chancellor Popsonby, for whom he | tious in prefesring his accusations j it would 
professed the rabst unfeigned respect.—The j have been more candid, had he carefully 

inquired into this subject, before be brought 
it torwiird for the copsideraiion of the house 
of commons. 

Mr. Hus'kissnn repeated his former state¬ 
ment. Thw' clause ha<l certainly been omit- 


motihA was Iheti agreed to. 


HOUSK OP COMMONS. 

Friday t *July 3 . 

[PcNsroNS TO Chancellors ] Mr. 

Muskisson regrettrd that* the noble lord : ted in the grant on this side ot the water, 
(Howick) was notpreseut, to whom he had . and he was ihc'rct'ore jtisufied in imagining 
iMt night addressed a question respecting the ! that It might h.-ivo be/n omitted iu Ireland, 
omission in the grant of a pension to the i and that it was intended to be so. 
late Irish Chancellor (Mr. Ponsonby) on liis ! [Xavy, Army, ani> 0»i>nanck Esti- 
rctiring from office, of the usual^ clim'»e | m \ti.8.] TIk* house res..Ived itself into a 
respecting the "pension, should he again , Commuiee of Supply. The Speaker having 
accept a situatiod of trust or emolumenr. | left the chuir. 


He bad since received infoVmation that this 
was owing to a mistake in the grant on 
this side of the w'ater, and that in the 
warrant issued frQiN the Treasifry in Ireland, 
the proper clause was inserted. He trusted 
that no one was less disposed than himself 
t^ throw out an unfounded insinuation on 
any man, or any set of men. But he had 
been deceived by the mistake in the grant, 
which certainly did exist. He therefore 
moved, that the order which had last night 
been blade for .therproduction of the grant 
be discharged.' Ordered. Soon after. 

Lord Howich enftred the house, and ob¬ 
served, that his anxiety on this subject had been 
ta great, that <hi the adjournment of the 
faime last night, he had lost no time, but 
bad called 9 ;^ Mr. Ponsonby, to ascertain 
tttaanth of the hon. gent’s, aiisertion. Mr. 
PMooby could not inform hiifi w'hether or 
DCb^the grant contained the clause alluded 
tO| hoi be assured him ttot he had never 
tlie*^^ifhte 8 t idea whatever of accepting the 
paniion, without the usmd conditions 
he Ml wdoe then written to lord Ha^kc'i- 
bary, stadjg, that should the claase actually 
have been omitted in the grant, be was 
ready to surrdb^er it for the purpose of its 
idteition. He (lord Howick) confidently 
aj^tealed to the gentlemen of Ireland, whe- 
ihet there had ever been a chancellor, who 
had'dlscbaiged the important*duties of his 

» ciBbo with greater ability, diligence, 
advantage to the pubVe?* When he 
first aocoeeded to the office, the Chancery 
'Gqart of Dublin was in arrears tot six years 
of Notices, for 600 Morions, and for 43;* 
wmei^Jbe quitted office, bq had got 
i^lhier all^ the notices and motions, aud had 


JMr. H. stated that the Navy Esti- 

Innteswcre, vvith liitle variation, the samu 
as therla.st Ksiiniates. He had nothing more 
to do, therefore, than to move the follow¬ 
ing resolutunis - That 1.^0,0(X) Seamen be 
allowed for the ye.ir ISO 7 , including31,400 
Royal Marines. That 3,be grant¬ 
ed for wages for these seamen for 13 
months, at il. bs per man, |>er month, 
Thai3,'il 1 ,OtX»l. (je granted for victualling iho 
meAtbr 1.3 months, ntthe#ate ot 1). IH.s. per 
man permonth. That 5,()70,IXX>1 begr.inted 
for the wear and tear of tiie shlp'^ at tlie rate 
ofJl per man permonth. Thai4*22,bo 
granted for the sea service in advance. That 
1 , 135 , 4741 . be granted for the haU<pay of 
the navy. That 2,134,9031. be granted' for 
naval buildings and extra works. That 
1,600,0001. be granted for the hire of trans¬ 
ports lor the year 180/. That 300,0001. be 
granted for the sick and wounded seamen, 
I'hat 600,0001. be granted for the prisoners of 
war at homeai^ abroad.—These resolutions 
were put and agreed to. » 

' The Secretary at IFar then rose and said ; 
tliat he need not trouble the house any far* 
thef than by moving tht following resolu¬ 
tions j—that 11 . 3,795 eft^tiveuien beallowr. 
ed for the land forces. That 4,06i,t)23l- h* 
allowed for lire pay of ^hese crAops. That 
2 , 609 , 1431 . be allowed for the troops in the 
plantations. That 12.5.2141 be allowed for 
the dragoons. 'I'hat 277 , 249 !. be allowed for 
the charge of recruiting aud contingencies,. 
That I 90 , 5 '.^l. 17 s. 6 d. be granted for th» 
staff officers. 2,493,6641. ior the embodMI. 
militia. 622,1531. for the militia contingent 
cies. 157,2271 l6s, for the charges, of 
-clothing the militia. 34^4il3l< for the fuU, 
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pay onhe rapernumerary officers. 467.2731. Indies, with a,view to^tdiBfaw from 
for the increased rate of subsistance. jorisdictioii of the courts, and for the pur^ 
186 , 0821 . for the half pay of the land fore- pose of evading justice j^tbat under theso 
es. 35,3301. fat allowances to reduced mi- circumstances the lord chancellor wduld not 
litary officers. 44 , 0001 . for the half-pay of grant the writ exeat Regno j" that if 
our Amerioan forces, 406,380l. for the the said Mr. Mills should be discharged ont 
Chelsea out-pensioners. 43,2581. for Kil- of custody by that house, the petitiODcr 
mainham hospital. 832 , 5401 . for defraying would be greatly injuredand that th0 
the charges of foreign corps. 22,1/51. for petitioner therefore prayed that honourabki 
the Royal Military College, 21,2471. for house that it would pleased to take soehr 
the Royal Military A^yfum. 18,^t)il. for measures on the premises as to its wisdom 
Chelsea Hospital. 4o'),450l. for the barrack should seem meet, and that petitioner might 
department.- -These resoluliuns were put and be heard by himself or his council, to prove 
carried. th6 facts and alHgations in his petition 

Mr. moved Wie ordnance estimates. This petition was ordered to lie on the 

which were, 2,278, ip7l- lor the ordnance of ble, as were also similar petitions presented 
the land service. 301 for the service against the same gentleman, by Mr. Coch» 
of the year 180^ 2ri2,30'5l. for the servire raue Johnstone, from Mr. Allen, of Bond- 
of the year 18007 471,2401. tor the ord- street 3 and by Mr. P. Moore, from a creditor, 
nance of Ireland.—Tlie resections weie put tcj ihe Amount of I9,200i.**—The petitions 
and can iod. were ordered to lie on the ftible. 

2 _ ■■■'?: [State of Tins Nation.] Mr. IfltU * 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. "hetid rose and addressed the house as fol- 

Momhttf, July (j , lows:—I am not, Sir, altogether^ unacciu- 

[pETirioN AOAiNsT Mk. Galwat tomcd to address this a^ie m ^jv. Daring the 
Mills ] Mr. Cochrane Johnstone prcsLiit- number of years I have had Ihe honour of e 
ed a petition from Mr. Elliott ot New seal among you, it has been my lot to bring 
Bond-street, against Mr. Galway Mills, who forward several important propositions, somQ 
■was then in custody of the Marshal of the of ^^^^ich lu.ve ex{)erienced a favourable re-* 
King's Benc h, for a debt due to the peti- ception, but the greater part a determined 
tioner, wlicn he was returned to the pre- opposition. Yet never have 1 been in- the 
sent parliament. TJlie petition staled, that habit of making ^ny apology for the insuffi- 
hi the course of business two bills of ex- cicncy of the proposer, bpwevpr strongly I 
change had from Mr. Mills into the felt it, thinking it better to rely on the soli- 
hands of the petitioner, which had been dity of the grounds upon which my propo« 
respectively dislionoured ; that Mr. Mills siiions rested, than to attempt concHiatitig 
was also indebted in considerable sums to the attention by apologies. But 1 must confess 
petitioner f»r work done, goods snTd, and on this occasion, whether from the growia|| 
money advanced ; that in last Michaelmas diffidence of the public in pi 4 [>lic men? 
Term the said Mr. MifN had, i\pon proce.s.f whether from the manner in which I h&NI 
out of the Court of King’s Bench, been been recently ffpoken of in this assemhlyLf 
taken into the custody of the marsbal of the whether from the^nature of the debiNMf 
said court, but entered u sham demur- which have lately* taken place AmongBt«f|f 
rer, which he had afterward^ abandoned ; in^which a spirit of attack and recriaiinatkHi| 
that in last Trinjjy Term the petitioner had luis been mai;ife8ted,1>y no meanttcaisuloM 
phtained judgment for 10131. but that exc- *lo rais^he charKter of this house £# Mttdi 
cation had been s'ayed by a writ of crrt»r cry of hear! hear!] wkeiherfvoii^VM die- 
brought by the said Mr Mills,* to evade nstrous state of the rimes, or whefoer foon^t 
jttffice, and in order to esc.ai>e the payment all these feelings combined, f net^r roau- 
of his legal debts ; that as no bail can be with so great a degree of diffidence and soli* 
tak?n to an action pending a writ of error, citu^e. Jf in my endeavours to bring bapl^ 
the said Mr. Mills was in custody of the the gravity of debate—to get rid of tho 
marshal of the King’s Bench, when he was spirit of recrirflination wliiph has too ioag 
returned to the present parliament as a re- prevailed amongst us, and to retrieve tkS 
presentative for the borough of St. Michael's; filUig fortune o^bis mighty empire—• 
that the petitioner was informtil that Mr. Mr JDennis Browne, of Mayo, moved 
Mills had it in contemplation to apply for the 6t:inding*order for the exclusion ^ • 
his libefhtion to that house, hc^ having aiiitwngeni; in consequence of which the 
pqx^iderable colonial property in the West lery was iipmediati^ly cleared, apd ^ran|pp| 
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i not ro*Bdniitted daring the Temain«!er 
the evening. —» Notwithstanding the 
#bove cireuxnstan^, we are, however, ena- 
Jbled, from an authentic source of informa¬ 
tion, to communicate to dur readers the fol¬ 
lowing oCtliue of this important debate. 

Mr. l^iii^read proceeded to lay grounds 
/or the motion he intended to offer, and 
Otated as the reasons and objects ofimiuiry, 
Ibe atste of oar Sygar-colonics, and the 
.danger to which our East-lndia empire was 
^exposed ; he alluded^o the mutiny at Velio- 
|re,and seemed to think it arose from a deep- 
jtT and more general feeling, than the impo- 
Jitic and ill-judged military regulations w^iich 
bad been assigned as its cause. I'iie state of 
Jthe sister kingdom, he also thought^ should 
be inquired into in a committee of the 
whole house; be feared Ireland was not so 
/Cordial aa she should be in our Common 
cause, and l>e desired to place her in the 
jame situation of loyalty and good affection 
and security as Devonshire or Yorkshire. 
Me was jware that Catholic emancipation 
could not and ,oi]ght tiot now to be farther 
Attempted, buc^xb.ere were other means ot 
^UayiBg amqoo&ity, .and conciliating affec* 
aion i acQong many such roeauH be should 
aUu^ to that of a system of ty,thes which an 
bon. gent, on the other side <Mr Crokcr) 
who ,did not usually agree with bis bun. 
IHeo^, bad allowed to, be a subject of 
iDUch cons^ueupe, and tf carefully ma¬ 
naged. pregnant with good effects. He 
should not dwell* at greater length on this 
•object, because he fdt it might be more 
effectually discussed hereafter, but beyond 
4D«ht that discussion in a committee on 
the state of the nation was absolutely 
- oqgyaary. ^ He would also assert that the 
•■daordinary dissolutioD of tkie late parlia- 
•MM demanded an enlarged inquiry, and he 
Mliated that the doctrines on which that 
and the preceding measures were sought Vo 
W jniti&d, viz. that the king ruuld ^any 
OiOMlIt act without an adviser, texs^d to 
dcspotjp^ and the subversion of the consti- 
Jotioo/He disapproved of his majesty's 
late choice of ministers: he thought one of 
yhem (the chancellor of tlie exchequer) a 
Dcrsoo not likeljF to gain the confidence of 
freland; and he considered the right Kon" 
aeavflary (Mr. <^amiing) as IK tie calculated. 
Effm Ui temper, his feelings, and the whole 
. cdbiae of bis politica) life, jo conciliate that 
country with which he ^r. W.) should 
oever cease to hope that oe^ociations for 
ip^bt speedily be renewed. He oh- j 


served also that the recal of irnrd Millie 
to his majesty's councils deserved serious 
inquiry and deep reprehension, though h* 
Would not say that it was illegal, ’or emu 
trary to the resolutions of that house. He 
concluded by recapitulating his statements, 
and moving^that a committee be appointed 
to inquire into the State of the Nation. 

Mr. AlUnes replied to the arguments of 
the hon. gent. He stated that the proposed 
inquiry would be vague and delusive ) that 
it was an attempt to censure (he Jate change 
of administration, and to embarrass the 
measures of government; that many of th« 
grounds which had Ikk'H urged by the hon. 
gent, for going into the committee, had 
equally existed during *the continuance of 
the late administration, wh^ii no such notice 
had been made by the Kon. gent, or his 
friends $ ixc represented the stale of the ' 
country to be such as required the exertions 
of the united energies of all descriptions of 
its subjects, which it was the object of this 
motjpn to distract. Looking to our resour¬ 
ces, to the patriotism and valour of the 
country, he saw nothing to fear, but much 
10 expect. Were we to countenance the 
exertions of our allies by examples of Bri* 
ti.sh valour; were we to evince by our con¬ 
duct a conviction of the fact, that the path 
of peace was only to be found under the 
ar':h of victory, (le hac^. no doubt but the 
ultimate issue of the contest would be ho¬ 
nourable to the country. With,a conviction 
of these truths on his mind, and for a va¬ 
riety of other reasons, he was so far from 
giving his support to the motion, lliat he 
should move that this house do now adr 
jourii. 

Lord Miifon said a few words nearly siv 
milar to those he had used on a former 
occasion. 

Sir A. Pigntt went into a legal statement 
to shew the iUegality of the doctrine of the 
king's acting without advisers, and drew a 
distinction between the sovereign in hit 
executive and in his legislative capacities, 
add asserted strongly tbrt it was in his exe^ 
cutive capacity alone that the coronation 
oath was binding upon him. 

Mr. Henry ^mx/AConsideredthe proposed 
mode of inquiry to &e of all others the 
least eligible, and indeed Vo be only bfoi^bt 
forward for party purposes; ho therefore 
thought it beneath the dignity and justice of 
die houtc ft) bend itself to such a proceed¬ 
ing ; the present ministers had done nothing 
to forfeit % conffdex^ of the coiiQtfji^ and 
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they shevired themselves unworthy, be, 
and he trusted the house, would support 
them. 

Mr. Dennis 5ro*t'we apologized to the 
house for the haste and perhaps indiscretion 
with W'hich he had obliged strangers to 
withdraw, but he trusted the house would 
pardon what had been occasio/led by an inj- 
ulse of surprise and sorrow at liearing the 
on. mover talk of the falleti fortunes of 
this country;” nor did ilie continuation of 
the hon. member’s speech shew that his 
measure was so unnecessary or indiscreet as 
it might have'oeen thought; for surely the 
manner in which he |iad treated the aflairs 
of Ireland was not calculated to do good by 
being promulgated. He assvitcd the iiousc 
he had acted Irotn the impulse of duty in 
this matter, witJl great personal pain and 
reluctance; a pain that w^uld be greatly 
increased if he thought the house disap- 
proveil of his proceeding. 

Mr. M. Mtmtogut opposed the motion as 
tending to no good practical end. 

Mr. II. A. Ihrbert said a lew worfls in 
favour of the motion. 

General TcnliHon went at some length in¬ 
to the details of the campaign in Poland, 
and ex[)res»ttd his confident opinion, that, 
in a military point of view, the position of 
Buonaparte was extremely <*iitical. 

Mr. IV'iLliam Adam spoke in favour ^of 
the motion. He ffrgued some of the legal 
points already touched upon by sir A Pigtitt. 
Jle observed freely on tlie state of Ireland, 
and coiK'ludcd by shewing, by many exarn- 
ple.s, how const! lUlonal ilie proposed mea- 
sure was at all tinic«, and how pecuKarly 
useful it would be at this. 

Mr. WiU'vrforce opposed the motion, as 
nugatory and even dangerous. It stood on 
no good theory, and it tended to no goiKl 
practice; liie variety of topics which would 
divide the attention of a conyiillee of the 
whole house, would lender it impossible to 
piainlain any re^ilar discu.ssion, or to arrive, 
at any useful conclusion ; every gentleman 
would introduce Iiis own favourite su'jjeat, 
and (he committee would lose its patience 
affd it> time in endless debate. -But, really, 
fro«u those Jiarty subjects, he wished gentU:- 
meu would turn thth* attention to the aw’ful 
situation of public^dairs He had heard an 
honourable friend of his (Mr. Milnos) with 
g^cat pleasure and admiration, but he would 
uot be so sanguine in his hopes the coun- 
as the mure ardent mind and the better 
spirits his youthful friend caused him to 
be* He did fear much, and witli that so- 
Vox.. IX. 


jemn*impresslon on him, he could not avoid 
lamenting that gentlemen in that house and 
the people at large, seemed not aware of 
the extent of the danger* and suffered their 
thoughts to be ^istracted to pett/objects, 
from the great and paramount duty of pre¬ 
paring for the most momentous of contests. 
He had, indeed, hopes, whipli arose, how<* 
ev^r, from causes different from those that 
some hon. gentlemen seemed to build upon; 
he had hopes from moVal causes, surer than 
mere human agency in their effect, and 
more complete and d£cisi\'e in their results. 
He trusted that those causes would act as 
they had hitherto*n all ages and limes inva¬ 
riably done, and in that trust it was that ho 
had hopes for tills country. The hot), gent, 
then alluded to the state of Itdand, and 
quoted Dr. M'Neviii's opinion before the 
Secret Committee, to .shew.that the di’iiial 
or delay of Calhojic Emancipation waa not 
the n\il cau'.e of^ the disturbances of that 
country. lie recommen<ied to the gentry 
of that part of the empire, an indulgent 
and conciliating conduct with regSrd to iln^ 
people ; and above all,* h??Stonimeuded to 
ijic consideralion of the well-wishers ot 
I reland, the introduction of some general 
system of ediKMlion and morality, which, 
he vcMitured to asseit, would do more to¬ 
wards composing that country, than any 
political measures that could be devised. 

Dr. Laurence \Cnnt over, at consiiler^bl® 
length, lhe«argumeu!s altead^^nirged in fa¬ 
vour of the original motion, and followed 
sir A. Pigott and Mr. Adam in the line .oC 
their arguments on the legal points which 
had incidentally arisen. 

]VTr. Bathurst would oppose the motion 
as unnecessary, and m some decree inmosi- 
.siblc to be carried into cfl'cct. If inejhiry 
was necessniy, wdiy not institute itopspe* 
cific groi'iids ? wo^Id it not lend to a.inoro 
ck'ar and sat Ufactory exposition, to consider 
cMch article that callod for consideialion, oo 
its single merits, than in the geiieral 
and sweeping stile proposed liy thi* motion. , 
The right hon. member adverted to tliQ 
opinion pronounced by him />n a former 
occasion, \iz. that there iire«iwticn]ar con^ , 
junc:ure.s in wldcli the king must act for 
Uimftelf; he had reconsidered, he said, (liU 
opinion, and li^ found himself strengrheued 
in it by tiu i rcconsidcratioU*. 

Sir J. ?yi‘wttirt made some observatiqiiJ 
on*Mt. \\'illrcrlSrce's speech, in wliich h© 
attempted lo#cori( Ct some errors and n.is- 
latenients of the hon. gent. He ihen pro¬ 
ceeded (•) say a few words oii tig? origiuul 
3 B* • * 



r99i 


PARL. D£]|AT£S, July 6, ISf^.^Slah of the Natiok. 


[740 


question, and .finally expreascd his ffesolu- 
tion to support the motion. 

Mr CfrkerrosG to defend the-hon. gent. 
,.{Mr. \Vilberfurce)*li‘oin the erroneous and 
tmcaiidid reply'of the right hon. baronet. 
Ke cuiitended that Mr. Wilbcrfoirc’s (juo- 
tatinii of'doctor M'Nevin vas correct, and 
vlijiever migh^behis own opinion on the! 


the hon, gent,,was returning to edme obser¬ 
vations on the gcutleman who had spoken 
last, when the cry for the question becamo 
so loud and siibng, that after a few words, 
liie hon. inemher wms pleased to sit down. 

The Chnuccthr of t^ic Ecrhi ifiirr iviuted 
the li'g ;! di'Ctrines of the hon. gcmleincn on 
the otlicr of the hou^*. tie insi!»ted 


great question, he must say tliat tin? lion, t iliat occasi^-n^ must and ought ,to occur in 
member's btaien.ents were luily warranted | \\ liicii ilie King could have no ad\ i>er, and 
and supported bv ibd passages referred to. i nucst :i< t from Ins o».vn teehng and setise of 
Mr. CroktT lejdu'd to ihe several articles of d t,'; he would state a ca''e to ilie house, 
3Vlr W’hithit'ad’s spec&h, and said liiat his 1 winch, he rclictl upcm it, would, hi ilu ir 
8urpri''e :i! thi^ vague motion was the greatur, ‘ opMuon, warrant his asseiiiou: he would 
iVcfu his kn jv. i:ig lijat tliere stood in tlie , snpiiu.c ihat, on the ^erv llrst occasion op 
order-book of that house, notices for sp^ci-■ wli.cli the noble h)rd <jppo»in* (Howitk) 
iie inquiry into ounosl every one ot the ' luid jiropostd a kite t ek'htatcd measure to 
Topics which the bon. peutleinan proposetl . llie (on-ider.nion (.f the king, bis niaj 'sty 
to Heat of in the iuuclimte and desulti^rv ^honId have ihucidit til tb tell tht noble 
fctile inseparahi^ from a comniitice,iin liiCjloKl that lie C(i,Mct iv(<1 lh<* incaMuc to be 
stale cf ll’.e natiop He prot\edtd toulV.ie . .sO mi-idncvous, iliat he could no longer 
tlie assornons and argunqcntrof th.e bun conlide in the proposer (.f it. Suppo e Jie 
mover, whiih, w'hatcver he ihou jit e.f at lliet very audiiiK-e, and widiout 

them, had so pleased the gonil-*ineM i-n the* c;; iaii q the noble lurd, demanded from hnn 
oppositesi^le, that they bad r.sed no ( tiur, the Peals of ollice, and '-t> dismissed him 
but had contcntr’a'ljeiUsclve.s wiili u peatmg lioin hi-iservice, would n bcn^*'. rted that, in 
the speech of the hfm. mover. Cine learned . this case, the King would not have acted 
doctor (laurence) in particular, te.uinsr, lui. hini'-elfr would gentlemen‘•ay, tlial, in 
he .supposed, that its shoi.g sense and ici- siicii a case, }>e must haw? haul an adviser, 
soni*'.g we.c to«i liet, pui:y,es.t, and e.'s,‘5'i'.il wduie advice was impos-jble; and would it 
for comm(>n p.djJe-, luid k’ndiy (hluo d ilu* b< such ;i <:e.{* as lie now put 

hon. gM'ti'. n. in s n'-•ument. In a qM.,!-;.;*.'.1 w.s ar le. probahle i;::o ; ^ He veiled uoi <'n 
his pwn ecud wt.ik, aid) nn'«<'s<« ti.j.'fl. - v • :,K.iie, thon\;h that weie etiough, 
qucnce—Tire* hc/i. :nerdae', a4;er otoeiv- but .u.\ uuc u'li'-iiii.tiopal pihn‘pie, and ail 
ing in a strain of iyony on r!ic nienis ( j tlii- true liuuional pvaciu *, w.u also with 
last aciminl'-tralion, conibidtd by relenug bnu. 1 le iicver denieil, or w onid den*., {ha 
to Mr. W dbertoiceV Lwtcl Uesci.pli' ji of gen. u.l p-Iri iple that ninn-'ii Vs wi rc ic'-pon• 
our polUipai Mluaiion, by c.^p;e.s^l;^ a \» isli .si; je ha'.ill acts «lo!v in ilu-ir iniru ai v : Init 
that v.w shoulii excite no div isloUs at iu-m-i ir* wt ..Id deuv tli.i! th( v weu* ri * pnu-i! k fi.r 
to cncdu.as^e cncniie.s abrr .ul, and that, .ats deno lielhu* ilicic iulh’-. *y. \\ li..t jf 

vLTic the farmer, the artisan. : nd the ilm kinir ol Kn.,I;u.d slion.d (he 

tradesman chfcertully contribute their link* wo.iUl l.ir ::i "mein’s sake suppose iho 
profits and comfjrla to the exigencies ui il.e ' e.i'C) i .ipriciou-dv or iinpiopeilv to di n'isj 
utate, those whose superiiir Ibilunts r, K- luiiiisti r, rin,i'i the sm i es-or to that ui iii- 
derecl the payment of duMS no sacr.tjj^'lo --ri r t^cr.r the le ijpn.sibiliiy ol th.* di^mi'lal 
lliejtj* should contributf* what then t^Ai.fry ^be th-appn.vrd ? if hewdJ doomed t-Mliat 
did claim from tbeir patriotism—the saciiiiec , no n..'n could accept t!ie 

of their passions, their prejudices am; thcT uU.ic, and the con i (juences would k.*, that 
par:le.<», to tl5^common inlcrcots of Lngl.ujd n.) man in iandanii i ould till the ciuphn'- 
jind of Europe; , meat, exce|n tiic virv ui ;n v. ho 1 been 

Mr. 6’w/V/iLblamed the style fjf coidi- diMin>sed, and. win*, b*o:n lUe ui/ilichce 
dent accusation wbif Ii the last incittber had between hnn and Ir.s ■ .soveiei.^n, was the 
indulged in. That. hon. gents’s paiiiamen- i last man iii Kngkind who^-liould lie called to 
tarj; expeiicncew'as not Jong, and lie it. But, thongli he ilius chose to aigue the 
thought it would not be too much to ask, matter upon piinciple, la* W'ould say liiaf,. 
"that fhc hon. gent# should Ijc hiore i;no\vn in pein* of ,fact, heshonkl have no iicsitalioii 
to the hon. mernhers, before he auaigned or tear in taking upon hju;si If the full re- 
' them fio freely. After alluding to wh it had j spoinihility ot his niajest}’,s late m^a-sur^s, 
iVlieip ttoqi the lion, member iur Yu'lcslurc, I \\ cie iho king now pldccd in sx tiutalioii 
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similar to that in which he stood on a late founded on suppositions which the bowse 
occasion, and were to ask for his advice, he would i\at presume. He also advened very 
would, under the weiaht of his odicial re- waimly to rhe'accusation^ made against him, 
spoDsibility, feariessly'^idnse his majesty to and tho'^e who ac'cd with hun, by t wo hou. 
tlie very measures which the gentlemen on ' Gentlemen fni Kie other side. To one in 
the Ollier side Iia l.arrai.Gned 'J'he liylit | panicular ■ (Mr. IMil-es), he begged to s?y, 
hon. genf. saidj that the otlnjr parts of the i that his and his Iru ncK conduct, for twelve 
<iuestinn had heen so ablr niul decisivtdy ‘ years ‘ jncceding his coming into o^ice, 
settled bv his hon. frieii'S who had snokcti ■ which had been so seriously icproached to 
in this debate, that he felt it unnecessary to him by the hon. meQ)bor trom ihc Sister 
consider them; and ht* rcnundei! by sav -1 Kingdom, lied hath dining all tliat period, 
ing, that the hoii. gent. (Mr. Mil cs) who tiie support and r-siyance of the fiiherof 
had movtd th ' ouostion td'adjoiunmcn', Mint h.on. gent. (Mr. Alilnes) ; he would 
could not hnvo been .i\\are, that some otbei say, that lh%young and bon. gent, the 
orders of the-day #t;niaiivd imui charged, sf)ii of a man he entirely esteemed, had 
and he would therefore sngGcst t!ic with- dealt in assertions naore easy to make than 
drawing (hat motlou, and putting a direct , to prove. He was anxious tohavehiscon- 
iicgali\eon th.c ^itjiiKil question. j <!uct examined, hut he thought he might 

I.or.l Ih:r}A n^se .it that late hour, not | at cl iim, till it \v.is examined, a sus- 

to iroiih’” the 1 ) 01 ..ve \{*ry*long; lie would pensiofl of-the heavy jiidgments w'hich the 


iilmglv have dochned speaking alloiwthcr, | hon. mtniber had passed*upon him. The 
It vvliat fell liom t!m hon. g^ utleinon on ! noble lord eiitcrrtl into some details relative 


Wll 

but 

the other side impeliously dcmaudi'd sorn? 
notice. Ho asscilcd that tiie able speech 
of Ins hon. Incnd had imt been aiisweied ; 
the ob.serv.ilious ot au hon. gent, on the 
.oliuT side (.Mr. CrtiLci), professing to he 
in reply to his hon. fru'ud, he tlraudit con¬ 
tained ir.orc of fresh .lerusiOious ag.imsi Iiis 
lu ijesty’s late ministers, th in oi repiy. 1 i'.e j peared. 


to our foreign rel.'itions, and conrlude'l wdth 
.s.iying, that he should vote for il^e commit¬ 
tee, as iiinely, nsefuj, necessary ■ ■ 

Mr. Crok^r, general Stewart;and Mr.\Vhit- 
bread, each .said a frwworcrs; and, Mr. 
Millies wnluh'nwing his motion for adjourn- 
ineui. the house divided, wlicn iheie ap* 


lion. gent, with some fon'e. uu<{' uhledly, 
had pressed sotiu^p<du(s uj^on ihe ,• 

but he must call upon lint hon. gcnl. if he; ! 
saw real‘p-ouiurs ol cluige against Ins n:i-| 
jestv’s late ir.’ohtcis, lo brine it tcrwaivl' 


Kor ISTr. Whitbread’s motion 

Ag.iiiisi ii, , 


K5« 


^I.ajoritv against i^^ - ISOi 

Adjouvneil at four <fclcv‘k on Tu,csd.iy 


spceiiically au<l i)‘j. Hv, and hv pledged hmi- ‘ mornuig. 
seif to meet it a^ speeiiioally and fo'cly. 

'J’he hon. giMit. had deprecated hi.s I i'Ji'd ; sir J. 

Howiekb'l ad'.’O'Mtion for Ireland, he mica \r: ui V‘iv, 
sav, that not oidv ns a member of ill'-m.lied 
ptrliameiil, hut as oc*- pinaJcjy c.,:;ic'd'd 
wiih Indand by iheJc.iicsl do*;, hi' was a-, 
iiueresled in the wellarc of Ireland as t!ic 
hon. gent, j ami he i.tcprd •tho hon. gent. 


M'h'Mpi*, l/'Trl 
A'k .voriaif, l^>n. J. 
• 'ibji'v, -.1 Joljfi 

»\'li*l v'I S I 1 * 1 . I A*C 


4lev C'-5c 
iVinr r. 


. 1 Jvrrlci 
I'h.-. 


tlcit Ic' I i'*-Vicb ibcr 


•11. 


w'ould give hiyi credit for s-iviul,. ucu 
never had, nor never would •-peak u .sy.i.'i : 
ble, or do an act iujurioii.s t i 5 :ci--id. He I ; ', 7 . .* ’ 

considered that part v( the onu-’.r.' as Mie ! ;i 
^nost imperative in its I'alh for atieotion nr 


Hir!. «m. 1 



li.'ilion and kindness; a system which he i.’:i)crau, J. 
found the Irish did not verv conficiently cx- 
pect from the right hon. thc»cijanceiloi ni‘ ' -hVA gJt.J. 
the exchequer. The noble lord aus\.-frcd, 

>11 m 8 eh detail, tlie legal arciyiunit-i ot tlic 
right, huii, genl. which he contended v. ere * 


I < ‘.iX.Mvii'h, (*. i«. f'. 
('.ui n '* •U, 1 U. 

J 


e.iv' W.i', 


7.,'?/ nj th(* .1/7vor?/v. 

C.i!t '-T Ciranby 
f s’lijibi'll^^lord J. 

( Cu). « 

. 1 . 

J hon. Mai, 

J'/aa-lits, turn. C. T.. 

D'uvJ -v* w hon. VV, 

Ikdr, 1). H. 

Di'don, hon. H. A. 
l.ii'.otq rt. hon. W. 

I i'>ton, Kar)* 
f l: n, ho!u \Ym. 

J'l.P O' »onc, lofit 
TMid^an'!, Wni, 
rji/owtni-k, iigiu. hon. R, 
f cify, lion, A. 

Ft*lev, Col. 

14’! Gcnml 
1 1, l.Mrl U. ir. 

I'lfncjutiv. hi>n. C. J. ' _ 

I wM : • 

. 1 , r*. 

In ' 1, ll. , 

1./I ’• ti \ -.11. ft. 

I' ’.V .% g V. . 





the hoQBe would of course follow tliii |>reco- 
deni now. He thought it nght at the samo 
time to move^ that the petitions presented 
yesteiday, by persons stating Mr, Mills to 
be indebted to them, should be referred to 
the said committee —T4n order was accord¬ 
ingly unde to that effect. 

[Standing orden roa the Exclustow 
OF Strangers } Mr. Sheridan said, no 
jieison was roore^ disposed to respect the 
general standing OTders of the house than 
he was, and he w?a suie that when any 
member mo\ed that any of these orders 
should be enfoiced, it was from the im¬ 
pulse ot the best motives llie proceed¬ 
ings, however, which were sometimea 
adopted W'lth respect td the order for the 
exclusion of strangers, bCi^med to him to 
require to be explained, and to be placed 
on more satisfacxor) giounds. When it war 
considered that angers were, by the 
standing order, never to be admitted, no 
^^construction of that standing order could 
be interpreted into a right ot commanding 
those to withdraw, who were to be pre¬ 
sumed not to be pi csent The words ot the 
standing order were not to admit strangers, 
and if any stranger intruded, the order pro¬ 
vided that he should be taken into custody 
by the setjeant at arms He did not think 
It right that a matter of such moment should 
be left m so undehiud a state, and after 
what had happened yesterday, it became 
more necessary than es’er to come to a fixed 
undeistanding upon it If the public was 
not to be allowed to know what tlie state of 
the nation was, it was haid to say what it 
should be allowed to know. He ihercforc 
gave notice, that he meant on Fnda) to draw 
the attention of the house to thw subject. 

Mr. Dennu Broumey^as extremely sorry if 
any thing had fallen from him contrary to 
the general sense of the house. The fact 
was, that he h!id not moved that the gdlery 
should be cleared, but on hearing things fall 
from the hon gent, which he thought might 
be injurious, if suf&red to go abroad, he 
thought It his duty to nctice that there were 
strangers in the house; and it appealed 
that when once such a deviation from the 
standing order was noticed, there was no 
discretion for him, or 'for the Speaker, or 
for the house; it must ntfhessanly and im¬ 
mediately be enforced. 

The Speaker said, that as this matter w at 
mentioned, t:e thought it his duty to state 
what was the present practice and usage of 
the house, ind what, as being tbe'nsage, 
he thought it bis duty to adopt and enforce. 


Howlck lord 
Hevrtrd, Henry 
Hughes W IL. 
Hamilton, lord A* 
Jckyll, J 
Jervoise, C. J. 

Jones, Love P« 
Ka^p« —- 
Knux, bon. Thos.^ 
(Laurence, Dr. 
Leach, John 
Lemon, sir W« 
iJHnon, capt 
lAmbton, R. J* 
Lemon. John 
littleton, hon. W. 
Lushinfton, S. 
Laing, Malcolm 
Latouche, R« 
Latouche, J 
Lambe, hon W. 
Mahon, lord 
Mackdona d James 
Markham, J. * 
Miller, sir Tnos. 
Madock», W« A. 
Moore, P. 

Mills, Wm, 
Morpeth, lofd 
Mdbanke, sir R. 
Moscyn, sir Thos. 
Milner, sir Wm. 
Milton lord 
Maule, hon. W. 
Maxwell. W 
Meade, hon. J. 
Martin, H. 

Ktigeiu. ST G. 
Korth^ Dudley 
Kewport, r. hop.^sir 
NdVide, hon. R.. 
Cbsiilston, lord 
O^Caliagben, Col. 


CPHin, C. 

Picrse, Henryr 
Pollington, lord 
f Phillips, R. M, 

Ptgoll, SIT A. 
f^m,' Francis 
Petty lord H. 

Pelham, hnn. C. 
Ponsonby. hon. G. 
Parnell, llcnrv 
Pnttic, hon Wm. 
I'o^cr, R. 

Gum, hon. W 
Ridey slrM W. 
Romdly, sir Sam. 
Ruwell, lord W. 

Sher Ian, rt hon. R. B. 
Shelly, Henry 
Smith John 
Smith, W. 

Smith, G. 

Stanley, l^d 
Sharpe, R. 

Shipley, Col. ^ 
Scudamore, R. P. 
Savaye, F. 

Somerville, sirM. 
Tivlor, M A. 

Temple, earl 
TcmpletOHn, lord 
J ownshvnd, lord J. 
lalbtt, col. 

Tracey, Hanbury 
'Witiiaai'i, O 
TSTynne, sir W W. 
Wynne, C W W. 
Whitbread, ''amuel 
Wharion, J 
W illia-ns, sir R 
JtOhnW ird, hon J W. 

Warden, oof, 

• Warrender, »ir G. 
Walpole bon. G. 


BOU8F OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, July 7 . 

[f^iNCTFS.] The Speaker called the at¬ 
tention of the house to a letter‘Which he had 
zteeived from Mr Galway Mills, a mcmbei 
of the house j which b£ read from th^ 
chair, as follows:—Temple Place, Black- 
fi-iars Road, July 6 Sir, I haie to luf'Srm 

C , and through you to submit fo the 
se, thdl 1 Was in arrest with the Marshal 
of the Kit^t Bench, upon mesne process, 
previous to mi^ being returned to the present 
gtariiament for th^, borough of Midsbal, and 
that I still continue under the same restra^pt 
^nder these circom^tances, 1 beg to submit 
nut pase to the bouse, that it niay afford roe 
redress, and adopt the proceedings, 
xidi^ the occasion^will seen to it to rG- 
quire. 1 haVe the honour to b& &c.** * On 
the motion of the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer, the proceedings upon Mr. Speed'^ 
(Sieo* I79fl) were re^. He supposed 
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till it should be altered. Whether the house 
should lightly alter a usage so established, 
would be for its consideration. Front the : 
standing order, forbidding the admission of 
strangets, it was clear they could be in the 
house only by sufter^ce. For enforcing 
the exclusion, if necessary, the standing 
order utrectcd that those who intruded 
themselves should be taken into the custody 
of the Serjeant at arms. But this he looked 
upon only as a mode of getting rid of tlieir 
presence it it should be an 'inconvenience, 
or if tliey should improperly come in, or 
persist in remaining. With respect to the 
obligation of enforcing the order, it was 
indispensable: if any member noticed the 
presence of strangets, be (the Speaket) had 
no choice, the Ijpuse had no choice, they 
must be put forth. This was the ancient 
and established usage. If l4ie house should 
now be disposed to alter it, it would do well 
to consider whether any new practice that 
might be substituted would accoid equally 
well with Its dignity or its convenience, 

Mr. IVhithe^ wished the ancient and 
established usage on this head to» remain 
unaltered, fur, although he deprecated, as 
much as his hon friend, tbo exclusion of 
strangers, he was satished no new arrange¬ 
ment with respect to them would be equally 
conducive to the dignity and the convenience 
of the house. Th% light of exclusion hud 
been seldom exercised, and in the course of 
bis experience, he had never known it to 
be exercised with advantage The exclusion 
of last night was particularly unwise. It 
seemed the hon. gent, thought something 
that he had said would have an injurious 
effect on the public mind, if suffered to go 
abroad. But the expression, whatever it 
was, that stiuck the hon. gent, as improper, 
did go abroad. If what he had said was 
capable of refutation, it ought to go abroad, 
accompanied by the refutatioi). It it could 
not be lefuted, jt ought to go abroad with 
the authority of incontrovertible truth. The* 
member who enforced the right of exclusion 
ought to be sure that he exerci^^ed it with* a 
s§und discretion. 

^[Places, Pbksions, Siwecurks, frc. 
HELD BY Members gp Parliament.] Lord 
Cochrane rose in pursuance of the notice he 
had given; in dfling which, he was influ¬ 
enced by no other motive than that of an 
anxious wish to discharge a great public 
duty. If bis motion was acc^ed to, the 
result would prove, whether there wzs any 
pessibiAty of making tliose who had Ih ed 
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and grown rich upon the public money, feel 
for the extraordinary burdens under which 
the people laboured. Tl^ late plan of fi¬ 
nance had proved that as ^luch as u»dd 
have been exacted/liad been drawn from the 
people, and that it was not possible to draw 
more : ingenuity had exhausted itself in de» 
vising new sources of taxatioix The people 
knew all thia. If he was asked, how be 
could so judge of the public sentiment, be 
in answer should appeal to the universal 
sentiment without d^rs; the varieiy of 
publications $ the language held upon the 
hustings throughqpt the empire during the 
late election ; the language made use of in 
the different advertisements from the suc¬ 
cessful candidates to their constituents, and 
if all these together did not enable a mak 
to form a just estimate of public opinion, bo 
did notknow what could do40 ; nor was it 
to be forgotten, the different shameless no¬ 
tices that appeared in the different papers, 
concerning die sale of seats in a certain as¬ 
sembly. At the same time he washed it to 
he understood,4tlut nothiqg was farther from 
his intention, than to com^ain of the al¬ 
lowances made to die eflicient public offi^ 
cers ; so far from thinking those allowances 
as extravagant, he thought them rather un¬ 
der than over what they should be. Revo¬ 
lutionary views might be imputed to him, 
as they were to others who wished for such 
investigations! but he wgs actuated b^tlvo 
purest motifea, and he boped.*for the una¬ 
nimous concuirence of the house. It was 
proper to sliew the people, that there ‘was 
nothing in the character and habits of those 
wh^composed the house, that ought to bo 
concealed. He therefore moved, '* That tt 
Committee be appointed to inquire iuti^and 
report to diis bouse, an account of aUOd&< 
ces. Posts, Places, .Sinecures, tensions, Si4 
tuations. Fees, Pesquisites, and Emoluments 
oT every description, paid out of, or arising 
from, the public revenues, or the fees of 
any Courts of Law, Equity, Admiralty, 
Ecclesiastic.i], or other Courts, hbld or en¬ 
joyed by, or in trust for, any Member of 
this House, bis wife, or anyot*his descend* 
ants, for him, or either of rbem, in rever* 
sioi^of any present interdit; with an ac¬ 
count of the annual amount of such OfBce, 
Post, Place, Siuccure, P^ision, Situation, 
Fees, Peiquisites, and Emoluments, distin* 
guMhing wh^disr the same nri'^cs fronf a, 
ccrtaiA sakirv, or from anV average amount ; 
that this inqvliry do extend to the whole of . 
las mnjesty^s dominions, and that said com- 


I 
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voittee be empowered to fend for persons^ 
papers, and rvcords/’—Mr, Cochrane John¬ 
stone seconded th^mottou. 

Mr. Bankcs thought the iutormation 
desired bv the noble lord desirable in many 
respects j but it would be neither practicable 
ijor proper to pass tiie order iii iis present 
fhfpe. Theret was no precedent of such an 
^rder on the Journals, though the house had 
frequently thought it right to interpose and 
qbeckthe excessive or inipro]}er distribution 
4f sakries, pensions, and emoluments, de- 
fived from the public*. So extensive a held 
0 f inquiry could hardly reduced to any 
of the known rules adopted by committees 
of the house. The places held by members 
of parliament were besides known, and the 
^nsion list was either regularly laid on the 
lable every session, or might be on the mo- 
tioD of any naeraber. The committee in 
vhudi be*had the honour to preside (the 
Committee of Finance) had ordered the pen- 
ftion list to be laid before it, and would pro¬ 
ceed to examine the circumstances co:iuected 
with it in the uext.session. it was invidious 
aad improper tffobuvhy to the public an insi- 
xinfltion, that members of parJiament were 
miioenced by considerations of private ad- 
vaati^e for themselves or their dependents. 
He knew no ground, for c*:sting at the pre¬ 
sent tiiiw an imputation n.?ver cast at any for¬ 
mer time. For it was most essential, that 
ac this critical period, the‘ character of the 
house should* be* degraded or depreciated, 
it was alsocntuir,. as well as imj/olalc and 
tsc^triotic, to depreciate I'ne rt?o'’.rccs of 
the country, as the noble lord bad d.^ne, by 
atating that we w'ere on the verge of h'iuk- 
fuptcy. Though sensible of the diiiicuitics 
ei t^ time^, and of the rdief arising from 
judicious suspension of bfXation, every 
man of judgfhent, wlu3 condoered the si:u- 
atitm of the country. Would all )w there 
were ample resources to meet the dw^cultl^s 
ihat we had to encounter. He did nu^sec 
bow the advertisements for the purchase and 
sale of m a certain assembly, sliould 
be coDSferaed into an argument of the gone- 
nl coiTuptiox> of mem hers of parliament. 
Ho agreed with‘the noble lord, that the pub- 
lie servaotf, anh particularly those of the 
dafses, w'ere rather under than over-* 
There was only one speches of pensions, 
wlikb U was necessary to inquire particidar- 
.ly^ntQ. Within the kist^eq^'S the sevw*^! 
public ]dcjpartnienta*had got into tlie practice 
. of gating pensions wiUmi*'ihainselves. 


without complyiag with the provtsiona of 
Mr. Burke's act, that all pensions sliould be 
from the Exchequer xjnly, Sonpe of the 
public dpjmrtments itad withdrawn them^ 
selves eyen from the controul of tlie treasury 
in this respect. On th^ whole, however, anx-f 
iousibrenquiry and desirous to aiford the pub¬ 
lic intbnnatidu, he could not cunsent'to pass 
the noble lord's mdtion in its present shape. 

Mr. Curwen kid bo|)ed the noble lord's 
motion would have passed without a dissenting 
voice. He had hoped some measures would 
be taken to put an end to the disgraceful 
scenes that had formed the subject of such 
discreditable criniinatinn and recrimination 
a few nighU since. It was no objection that 
there wii.s no preci'dent j the unprecedented 
state of the thing was a stronger ground for 
the investigation. When' the exigency of 
the times wus sirch as to require the exertion 
of every arm, the want of precedent w'as 
not to ha pleaded in bar to the satisfaction 
due to the public mind. The Finance Com¬ 
mittee bad an extensive range of empiiry 
beAjre it, and ought not to sutler a day to 
elapse x^hout reporting something. That 
committee was not constiliKcd exactly as be 
tiiought it should be; as ihc change was 
made, lie had uo objection to the gentle¬ 
men introduced. Tl^ practice of granting 
pensions without the controul ot the treasury 
or.the cxcl^cquer, was a,feironger gH^und of 
inquiry. When it was recorded on the 
journals, that seats in the housaAvere bought 
and sold like huilocki in Smithheld market 
(Mr. Horne Tooke’s |H*tUion), it was too 
tiHtcU to had fault with the noble lord 
for adverting to ncwsp.i|jei adverli.scmonts. 
He coinpiained tliat the p<jwerof ilic crown 
had greatly increased since it had l>C(.*n de¬ 
clared to he alrciKly excessive; and as a 
Iriend to the democratic part of the constitu¬ 
tion, he wisited to sec that exces.sive power 
reduced withli proper bounds. The excess 
of power reiulered it insecure; and when 
“the inHueucc of cormption and weakness 
was combined with the op>eratian of that 
exujssive power, tJic danger was enhanced, 
and the mischii-f aggravated.- While he 
said this, ho'wevcr, be did not go (he length 
of the individual (sir F. Burditt) who hiid 
so rashly expressed himkilf in wishing to see 
the accursed leaves of tfae^ted Book destroy¬ 
ed. lie conceive that that person must not 
have been well acquainted with the nature 
of that bool;. . It was .one which ditlered 
materially from the Lirre-Rooge in Frsbace ; 





for it contained many offices of great utUify 
to the country ; also, he did not deny that 
it contain^ many abuses; and ho wished to 
God that they were eflfectuaUy removed. 
To refuse such an inqu'ry as this, would be 
to do the house more glischief than all the 
Abuse of all the Corresponding Societies 
could do. Without shewing d* disposition 
to satisfy the public in a case of this kind, 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Perceval^ would 
count in vain np<m his majorities. 

IVlr. Whitbread hoped, that as there was 
no doubt that an opinion prevailed as to the 
OKistence of much corruptioTi in the hou>^, 
.tlie motion would be*so framed, as to refute 
that opinion, or at least to shew in what 
degree and in what instance it was warranted. 
The object of the noble lord seemed to be, 
to place under on? collected vitnv, a mass of 
information now detached, #ind in many in¬ 
stances inacce.ssible. If the ntotioii was 
referred to the committee of finance, with 
an instruction to inquire into and report npon< 
the matter contained in it, the repeat \jould 
probably be of a most useful description. 

ri’lie Ckmiceltor of the F/cchi’fmgr said, 
that no opposition would be made to the 
motion, if the noble mover would assent to 
a mollification, such as was suggested from 
the <i»her side, it was his wish to ['tve all 
possible information. To call for a ’'r’nrn of 
all tliase connected ^ith members of parba- 
ment would be to lend to an onclJcs.s li^t of 
persons, frorp which iit) praclicnl usult could 
be derived. OtHcers in the army and navy', 
for instance, and on the half pay v* omd be in¬ 
cluded. If ihema^tt r wasreferitnl lothe coni- 
millce, it mightinquircnoionlyinto pcifsioM'? 
held by idembers of parliament, v/hich would 
be distinguished by the nauii'S, but into all 
j^cn.sions, by wbomsoever held. Tlic lists ot 
pensions and places might be had from the 
iitferent departments i but, if the inquiry 
of the committee was decmdl SAlisfactory, 
lie saw no objct;iion to it. He thought the 
motion ought to be extemlevl in some re-« 
Kpects, and nan owed in others, in qider to 
give it a useful and ^tot nnneejssary range. 
The crown being allow'ed the power of 
gfanting i>cnsions to a certain amount, it 
w</lild be cmii[>eient to inquire bt^fore the 
report of the comniHtee, as well as after, 
whetlier the penMou list ought to be re- 
iduced. The house having (he amotmt 
ro be granted, faecpiestrov^ whetlK]* it would 
be right to canvass the proprigty of every 
individual grant. HeiKd not know whether 
itlyi course be projiosed fell in W'Kh the views 
itf ihe hou. g^tlemen oppoate. He looked 


for no support, bat from' a strict performance / 
of hisduty* He should never seek popu- 
laiity by falsa representi^fions injurious to 
members of parliament^ and pending to ex* 
cite a distrust of fhe means of the country. 
He was unwilling that any information 
practically beneficial should be withheld. 
TJie committee w'oiild inquireinto the natnrd 
and extent of the pensions and emolutnentdi' 
and by whom they were held. 

Lord OssuUtan was of opinion that it WAS 
most desirable the house and the country 
should be acqviainted wiih the facts, whau 
ever they might Ijp. He Ihongiit that the 
noble lord’s motion did not go far enough, 
and was afraid that tlje return to it would 
not be completely sati.-ifartory to the public. 

Mr. J. Smith had extensivi* communicar 
tions with his numerous consdinentsj and 
he was to s^y, that iWeir svniiments, 

and especially the soMimenss of the middUog 
class, weie not favourable to the indepen- 
dewci^ of parliament. An opinion certainly 
prevailed that the hoase of commons was 
not so indepepdeMr as to be. For 

Ins part, ho had a bigl? opinSm of theoha-* 
meter of pnrlianu tu; and he was anVicnra 
that the motion imglu be agreed to, in ordef 
to prove how .sm:d) was the number of'the 
corrupt. Ke clitUTcd completely from an 
hon. g^mt. who h.sd spoken against the in* 
creasing power of l)jc crown. At the pre« 
stMit avvlVd moment, it be most inju¬ 

dicious to dtminish it. He as adverse 
to the dimimuioii of tlio iKjwer of the crow^ 
at that moment, as he was to the disimidn « 
the |>eop!e by a roligifv’s riy. 

J^r. Leliibrhi'^e coin]diinentcd thefirimeai 
with wJjich the chancellor of iheexcheqne# 
had met this question. He wS* glvf^tltat 
such a inotirtu h?d been brought forwafd, 
b-‘c-:iiise he knew many p^)ulo\ts districts'ta 
h’s county who were o^Hni-monthcd about 
jfi'uuons mid places; 4),is motion, if adopt¬ 
ed, would tend to undeceive th'din, by shew¬ 
ing, ^h;U they did not extcnd.foihat degreo 
as t<j endanger the safety of th« country; 

Mr. Littleton defended the noble lord'ft 
rwaion, against the objectiotw of the hon. 
gent., who had said that th«^e was nopsbee* 
(lent for such a step. Wdfe not tlve timet 
linjTrecetlented ? It was worth w'hile at 'a 
period like tlie present, Vlien the minds .of 
the people were so fill! of ^spicions, atleasf 
to^i)dc.svoui^to^bew that they were withboH. 
foundation-. * 

Sir J. Sel^^ht wouM support the noble - 
Iprd’s motion, or sotneibing resembling 
l^cause the pttblic atitertuincd dodbu o& dut 
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nd§ec^ which an investigation of this sort 
am best calculated to remove.. He dis- 
dsumed all conn^tiun with party, although 
he entertained a high lies^t for his majes* 
present'ministers. \ 

Smith thought that the adoption 
of this motion would tend to strengthen the 
const itutional power of the crown, and he 
fQ;reed that this was not the time to weaken 
tmtt constitutional power. At the same 
ticne, he did not so well approve of the 
oiode proposed by the right hon. tlie chan 
>teIlor of the exchequer, nor did he approve 
cf referring this motion to the Committee of 
Finance, who had already*enough upon their 
hands; considerable time roust Uieretbre 
elapse before any return could be made by 
them, or else other things which they had 
in hand must be neglected. He wished a 
committee toJ)e appointed for thnexpress 
purpose of carrying into execution the ob¬ 
ject of this motion. He .was not sanguine 
enough to suppose that any curtailing ot pen- 
aions would cause any diminution of the 
public bufdens, as they are,felt by indivi¬ 
duals; ibr wb6n'50 millions a-year were 
fequired to be raised, even supposing 


grant pensions to persons after holding ofE^ 
ces for a short time. It was no good plea 
for the person retiring on such pension to 
say, that he had been induced to take the 
oiiice against his will, and had abandoned 
more lucrative situations. 

Mr. fFiiberforce^ kfter'adverting to the 
integrity and independence of his hon. friend 
(Mr. Bankes), expressed his regret, that he 
should have said any thing oti the present 
occasion, which might have the appearance 
of a desire to prevent inquiry. It was highly 
gratify^ing to him, and must be so to the no* 
ble lord (Cochrane), to see that his motion 
was received with general approbation, and 
that there appeared to be scarcely any differ¬ 
ence, except as to the form. He thought 
the mode proposed by tiie chancellor of the 
exchequer the most proper; but differed from 
him as to the grants by the crown, which 
might be examined, though not ntaiignantly 
nor invidiously. With regard to the salaries 
,of public men, he thought that here, too, a 
prudent parsimony ought to prevail, for it 
ought to be considered that they weie paid 
not only by their salaries, but by the dis¬ 
tinction *fhcy enjoyed, and the opportunity 


«F50,OOOa year could possibly be diminish- | of transmitting their names to jiostenty as 
^ from the pension list, iu> remedy could i faithful nii<l able servants of the public. Yet 
thereby be afforded to the burdens of the he thought tiiat they ought to have pensions 
Individual; but the public, if encouraged to upon reiireineiit,u|iou tliesameprinciple, that 
hope for this, would reap the advantage of otHcera in the army and navy had half-pay. 
those schemes for the national advantage, so | He was convinced that'nothing was better 
necessary in the present posture cf ad'airs. He j calculated than openness and fair dealing, to 
the authority of Judge Blackstune to say, make public men and parliament stand well 
:‘it was the duty of the house to inquire ' in public opinion, and he was glad that this 
Jtoo the amount and circumstances of the j motion had been made, as it would tend to 
pen^ns granted by the crown; and he p)n-1 secuie that object. But there was a danger 
iidered that it was also competent to the'of hunting too eagerly after popularity. Ihe 
bouse to intjuire into the specific grants, as | circumstance that rendered popular govern- 
welfas the number of sinecure places and i nients more capable of great exeitioiis tliau 
fisversions. He denied the position, that | others, was the affection of the people to 
the man wJio had a revers^nary interest in a ! their institutions, and their consequent will- 
place, had a sort of freehold in which the ' ingnessto bea| the public burthens. It was, 
public had no interest> If tliere ei^ted | therefore, of the last importance that the 
certain patent places which originally Jwere tdiouse of commons should stand well with 
for'smallvtumt, but had now grown into : the considerate part of the community, par- 
enormous ones, and these held by personal ticularty with the middleclasses, which form- 
who could have no claim to such places, in \ ed the most valuable part of it. If an idea 
}hs, opinion the ^continuance of them formed | had gone forth that there was a great deal iSf 
a pn^r subject'^of inquiry by parliament. | corruption in that house, it ^^s desirable 


If the salary of a person who held an official 
Ai^ion under government was not suifi* 
ctent, he w'ould w'illingly increase it, for he 
thought there should no monopoly of ipi- 
portant offices to« a wealthy ariNtocrncy, 
othenwise no man could accept at. office, wlio 
h»I not a handsome fortune of his own. 

ife was a mischievous practice to 


that the public should bu satisfied that (here 
was a great deal more independence in it than 
was imagined. This motion came rather 
suddenly, and be was desirous to adjourn 
the debate two or three days, to consider 
about the most proper mode of attaining this 
object in view (a cry of no,« nol). 
He doubted Whether it ought be referred 
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to the Committee of Fiaaace or to aseptrate 
Committee. The Committee of Finance 
had certainly a great deal-of business already, 
and would probably bring sums into the 
public service that were at present lost to the 
slate. Bat the pointeieserved consideration. 

Mr^ Sheridan observed, tliat the noble 
lord very wisely had not prefaced his 
motion with much argument, because, it 
he comprehended him^ rightly, his object 
was not so much to diminish the public ex> 
penditure, as to ascertain the degree of in¬ 
fluence which the crown possessed in that 
house. As to the mode proposed by the 
right hon gent.« it Appeared to him to be 
a most round-about way to go into the gene¬ 
ral investigation of ^he subject, to obtain a 
list of all the pltfpes, pensions, &c. enjoyed 
by diflerent individuals, and from that list to 
select the names of the ifiembers of that 
house who participated in them. Why not 
the individual list called for by the noble 
lord ? Every gentleman seemed to be tender* 
upon this subject; but the only way to con¬ 
vince Che public that its suspicions were un¬ 
founded, was not to mask the matter, but 
to .shew at onc^what part of the house receiv¬ 
ed these emoluments, and what part did not. 
In his opinion it was much better that go¬ 
vernment should expend fifty, aye, a hun¬ 
dred und fifty miliions of money annually in 
thegeneral servicewf the country, than that 
they should expend 50,0001. in the house of 
commons. iHe objected to any alteration in 
the noble lord's motion. If the result of the 

f iroductiou of the list, for which the noble 
ord had moved, should be to astonish^osc 
who were not disposed to think very favour¬ 
ably of the house of commons, it would be 
most fortunate ; but if, on the contrary, it 
should be found that there was an incredi¬ 
ble number of members who either directly 
or indirectly delved advantages from sources 
not the most pure, that wa^a fact which 
ought to be koown to the people. At any 
rate let not the question be blinked. * 

Mr. Huskisson, adverting to some observa¬ 
tions made in an early stage of the debate, 
igisbcd to set himself right wi^h the house. 
Vi^iile now in place, he did not enjoy the 
ension whfeb had t>een granted to him on 
is formerly quitting office. 

Mr. Calcraft slid he would not trouble 
the house long. The noble lord's proposi¬ 
tion was, that a list of the members who 
were directly or indirectly uifUer the in- 
fluenc^of ministers, should belaid on the 
table. If there were persons who had tlieir 
patrimony out of the public money, it was 
. VoL. IX. " 


proper that tb^ sbooldi be known. There ^ 
were solhe who could not have Uieir mar¬ 
riage settlements withollt pensions, rever« 
sious, &c. See. 'The hon. gent, opposite (Mr- 
Huskisson), haci a grant, which, from its 
nature, ceased when be came into .office. 
This wds only lOOOl. and his office broi^t 
him 40001. he could not therefore hesttato 
iu his choice between them. But, if be was 
not mistaken, the hoz>. gent, had a siuecuiw 
place too, which he, enjoyed along with the 
office, and indeed, it» casting his eye> alois 
the Treasury Bench, it was difficult to find 
one who had noO some great emolument of 
this nature. It ought to be seen on which 
side of the house the greatest pottion of in* 
dependence existed, and the list ought to .be 
laid on the table unmixed with baser matter* 

Mr. George Rose, with great warmth^ 
said, that the extent of bis 'rewards for bis 
public services were we^ known to Uie 
public. He challenged inquiry, and wished 
that (he terms of the present motion might 
be rendered as satis^ctory as possible. 

The Chancellor of* tie ^chequer then 
proposed ns an amendment; that a com* 
mittee should be appointed to investigate t^e 
subject, and that it should be an instruettod 
to the committee to examine into all plac«, 
pensions, &cc in the words of the original 
motion, except into commissions and ap¬ 
pointments in the army and navy, and into 
places in tbp revenue, not exceeding sS'IOO 
a year in value. 

Lord Cochrane replied sliortly to the argu« 
ments that had been urged. . His motive was 
not the expectation of great national saviiqd 
but* because a general feeling existed in tlie 
country of the corraption of fiie house ^ 
commons, ^s to commissions in the%ra^ 
and navy, he knew that the latter had 
given for votes in that house } and it liM 
been found by sfime, that the best way to 
obtain preferment was, to buy a house or 
two' in a contested borough: for bis part, 
he was actuated only by a deake tp servo hta 
country. The assenf to his motion wobld 
tend to establish ministers in their situations; 
for, though they should secure all the votes 
in the house, they could nqt kt^p.their places 
Jong against the current of public opinion, 
which would jet against.tbem If Q^y nega¬ 
tived it. The Committee of Fini&ce, had 
sufficient business already. If, after yiq 
coftirqittee fsr vfhich he ynoved riiould have* 
made their Report as to the members, it ' 
should be thought desireable to have an al* ' 
phabetical list of all places, penstq^is, ll^c. 
should have nowbjectlou. Xt would be aa- 
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of great diriosUy, He ih^o,E;Tit that 
Ae aabject sbouM be ^ave^y considered in- 
’J^rliament.- He was of opinion, that many 
would be ashamed of tbes^^ practices if they 
were exposed to public view, and therefore 
bfi was anxious to give them publicity. 

Mr. WhUhread declared, that as the noble 
ford did notwisK to depart from his ori- 

f inal motion, he would certainly support 
im. 

' IiOrd Heary Petty expressed great satis- 
Ihction to And, that Vrhatever dtderence of 
opinion existed in that house with regard to 
i^he form of the motion, fbere was bat one 
opinipn as to the propriety of giving infor- 
tnation to the public upon a subject of such 
tital importance. This general concurrence 
of sentiment would make a most favourable 


Mahbrt, lord 
lldxwell, Wm. 
Morpeth, viscount 
Moore, P. 
Milbanke, sir R. 
Madocks, \V. A. 
North. Dudley 
Os'.utston, vi>c..’ 
O'Hara, Chas. 
Pigott, sir A. 
Parnell, H. 

Pierse, H. 

Petty, lord IF. 


Russel. lenS Vrm.- 
Stanley, 

Sabrigbt, sirjobiv 
Smith, Wra. 
Smith, John 
Suville, Albany 
t^hcTidan, Tl. B. 
SomemUe. sir M» 
Ward, hon. J. V/. 
AVardclI, colonel 
Weslcrii,C. C. 
r Warrender, sir G, 
'Whitbread, S. 


Quin, hon. W. 

When strangers were re-admitted to the- 
gallory, we found the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer upon his legs { wh.*),‘after some pre¬ 
fatory observalions, coqclnd'^ by moving. 
That it be an instruction to the committee 
of finance, to inquire inuttbe nature* of all 


hnpression upon the public mind. ^ He ob¬ 
jected to referring the matter to tlie com- 
aiittee of finance, and would vote for the 
Bridnal motion. 

Mr, Secretary' Caninrrg observed, tint the 
bouse byVeferring this m.illcr to the com- 
toittee, would ^ol* itlterfere 'with its func- 
IIODi, because the committee would only 
live to issue their precept for tlie returns to 
the public offices, and to lay these returns 
before the house. He objected to that part 
of the noble lord's statement which asserted, 
that officers in the army and navy acquired 
promotion by their seats irf that house. This 
cfaaige appeared th have been made lightly, 
and the l^t refutation of it would be to re¬ 
fer the noble lord to a comparison between 
the naval officers who had seats in that 


boose, and those who had gloriously earned 
tfieip seats in the other house, and he M'as 
Odre the noffielord would then be convinced, 
was no reason to complain upon 
jMs bead,—^The question being loudly called 
ior, the house divided f^For the Oilginal 
Motion, 6l. Against it, 90 . Majority 2§. 

List of the Minority. 


Aboreroftibis, baa* J. 
Adam, Wfll* 
Asar,capr. 

Aubrey, sir Jobs 
Bkldulph,K. M. * 
Pradshaw, A. C. 


Biasd. Thot. 
■smrd, Serope 
nfev«y,Thos. 
Calvert, Nicbotson 
John ' 
Zod)tane, Lord* 
loward^ Henry 
eky\LSos. 
fllWonc, C« 
epnssone, 6. A*> 
nch, John * 




Cuthbert, R. J. 

Cavtn(li>b, lord G. H. 
Cavendish, \Vm. 
Cavendish, G. H. C. 
DiAidas, lion. Maj. 
Dickenson, W, 
Eyre,*major % , 

Ppley, colonel 
l olkatode, vise. 
Grernhill, Rob. 

Halsey. Henry 
Hugh#, W.L , • 

Lemon, colonel 
Luthington, btep. 

Lloyd, colonel t 

r-cthbridge, T. B. 

MUie^ sirThoe 


pension*}, place^-sim'cures, nr.d snbivies, ari¬ 
sing from the public revenues, and to ascer¬ 
tain the names of the persons so receiving, 
, with the exception of oificers lu-lding com¬ 
missions in the army and navy, and of all 
the (Toliectors of taxes and revenue, whose 
salaries do not exceed .^’2(:o a year.*’ 

Mr. N. Caivert ilisapprov^ of these in- 
.structions. as calculated to restrict (he exer¬ 
tions of the ronnnillee of finance. Circum¬ 
stances might occur in the course of their 
invcMigntions, wliich might render the in- 
siructiuns proposed an imi>edlment to'those 
pursuits fur which that*committee was ap¬ 
pointed. 

Lord Cochrane proj)osed as an amend¬ 
ment, that the inquiry of the committee of 
finance should be forthwith, and that it 
should be limited to the places and sinecures 
at present held by members of that house 
and their immediate friends. 

Mr. jy. Smith thought an order of the 
house to every public office to produce the 
lists in question, would do better than .adopt¬ 
ing the motio^ as it now stood. He hoped 
the motion would be so w’ordedas to instruct 
the committee immediately to proceed in the 
inquiry in question, or that it would be with¬ 
drawn, and the papers be called for by an 
order of the house. * 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said be* 
had already stated, that lie at fipst thonghitof 
tliis mode of procecdi;.g; but it afterward* 
occurred to him that tb^ committee might 
be able to direct the attention of tlie house 
I to something in the accounts wl.ich might) 
escape his observation. He could not for¬ 
bear obsmmg Jiow unfortunate he had been, 
after having adopted the- sug^esiioR. of the- 
hon. gent, (Mr. Whitbread) that that gcAt. 
should have abandoned his.owu opinion lh& 
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moment hs(Mr. P.) thought of acting on 
it 

Mr. Jf^kithreaH answer to theal- 
losion to bis conduct that concuiring as he 
did in principle with the noble lord who had 
brought forward Ih^ motion, and differing 
from bim'onfy a& to (he mode of proceeding, 
he submitted the suggestjon which lie had 
thrown out to the noble lord, and not to the 
right hon. gent. The right hon gent, had 
indeed fallen in with hi5 (Mr. Ws) sugges¬ 
tion as to form; but it did not fiom thence 
follow, thiit he must agree in the motion of 
the right hon. gent, to the principle of which 
be objected. 'He tlioitght the right hon. 
gent, would better ccmsult the feelings of 
the public byagreeifig to the original motion. 
He hoped at lea^ the right hon. gent, would 
allow hU motion tu he s > altered, as that tire 
committee should be instructed tu pioceed 
forthwith, aud that they should also in their 
report distinguish those sinecures, &c. which 
were held by members of that housut, so thaf 
the nohle lord’s im turn might not be ^itire- 
]y evaded. The noble lord unr^uestionably 
meant that there siiuuld be exliibited during 
the present session of parliament a list of all 
the members of that house holding sinecure 
offices, places, &c. under government, and 
in that way liable to have their conduct in 
fluenced. If such a return was not made 
the house would diagrace itself. Those who 
respected the house at present would suspect 
that all wnSiSot right, and those who already 
ftuspected them would have their suspicions 
confirmed. 

Mr. Baiihes wished (hat the accounts 
might be ordered to be laid before the Iiouse, 
that the committee might not fail into dis¬ 
grace. It was Impossible they could report 
this session, and it was equally impossible to 
say how early they might be able to do so in 
the next. If the returns \ver| to be made to 
thehouso, no time wouldbeloitincoinpleting 
them, and iheu if it was thotiglit the com¬ 
mittee could be of service, it would be limfl 
enough to refer the papers to them. It 
would be but doingtthem slender justice,' to 
fllow the delay which might take place in 
Diking the returns to seem to* attach to the 
commitlce.* 

Mr. S/icrifI<in thought It Impossible, after 
what had fallen from the chairman of the 
committee of finance (Mr. Rankes), that the 
chancellor of the excheqtter could persevere 
in his motion, or if he did so, that the house 
wouidjiupport him in it. It was nothing 
but an evasion of the noble lead’s motion. 

Its object was to sec how piany members of 


this hoQse were fOMemd of mmsre pheet, 
peDstoQs,i&c. and of came might be sup¬ 
posed to be under the in^Mchoe of the crownf 
The motion of the chancellor of t^e exche¬ 
quer, however, Jentto exhibit a list of ali 
persons whatever having any place, pension, 
&c. This was to overwtielra the mtfiflry, 
and to strangle and suffocate the «bj<stx 
which the noble lord hid in view. 

Mr. ^rii/^er/(tf<ce wa^ surprised atthegreig 
change which bad so lately taken place i« 
the language of gentlemen on the ol^r side. 
Lately they coirfessecl that there was littfe 
Of no diiFerence the object which seemed 
to be in view by all parties, and that the fora 
was the only obstruction to unanimity’. Now 
they Iiad all at once discovered, that thb 
mot^ of his right hon. friend the ghflmv >nor 
of the excliequer, was calculated only \o 
evade mid defeat tlhe object which the nuMe 
lord had in view. He contended that 
motion of the cliancelior of tlie excbeqttn 
was completely adaptednot only to tbeot^ect. 
sought to be gained, but that the evidence 
to be obtained by it also bi of impor¬ 

tance in other respects. 

Dr. Laurence lamented to see genUenjeft 
who talked so much of their independenoiy 
and prUied themselves on tliat circumsUnc^, 
so entirely forget in what it consisted as to 
lend their countenance to adeceptioa on the 
public. 

Mr. Rate supported Ihp motion, maintain¬ 
ing that all* tlio places, pen^ghs, Ac. were 
already well known, and 4bat sinecures were 
not now so numerous as they had been.* 

Mr. Cakrafl observed, that such a list n 
th^ now spoken of, might, if any person 
were to give himself the trouble to do so, 
be collected from papers that Vere 
on the table^f tliat house. The objwt.bf 
the motion he copceived to be simply this, 
to bring fairly before the house in one point 
of view the names of all the members of that 
house, who either •held places or enjoyed 
pensions, or else whose wives or children 
derived a similar emolumentfrofwthecrdwn,. 
He could not avoid remarking, by the war^* 
the great activity of the memter for York¬ 
shire (Mr. Wiiberforce) in interposing with 
his shield in behalf of thos^who were in that 
situation. With regard to the right hoh, 
gentlemen orrtheTreasftiy bench, he might 
certainly find some room to compliment 
them on thqjr ingenuity upon this occasifti 
but lie was certain that they had not left hio^ 
the smallesPopportunity to compliment tbm. 
iin a much more solid qualification— 
sincerity.—The ^bouse then divWed, mhum 
* 3 i2 ^ 









xmtaxire an 7 man of the rate talenta, and 

4lh^e the country of hia abiUtfes in that 
^btue. * 

Mr. IK Smith obaervec^that this was not 
a law, but a privilege of parliament, wdiich 
it might dispense with or not, as it thought 
proper. Therefore, though the house should 
give it up in this case, it by no means fol- 
fowod that it must do so in other cases. If 
inndi was proved, the guilty person ought 
m to be allowed to take advantage of his 
Awn wrong. The committee were perfect¬ 
ly right in their rejiort, but It was for the 
liDase to consider aliegatiofis. These, indeed, 
were not proved, but there was a prayer in 
the petitions for permission to prove them. 
Tbe privileges of the house existed oidy for 
the tenefit of the public, and rested on no 
ether foundation. The only question, there¬ 
fore. was, whether a greater genefil mis¬ 
chief would result from giving, up this pri¬ 
vilege ill particular instance^ than from 
anaiutaining it in its fuff extent.—The mo¬ 
tion foragieeing with the committee in their 
•resolution was •then •carried,* as was also a 
SDOtion by Mr. Hose, that the said G. G. 
MIHs, esq. be discharged out of the custody 
cf the Marshal of the King's Bench. 

[Si* H. Mh.dmay’ 8 MEMORiALy*) —Sir 
JEf. Mildmay rose pursuant to notice, to 
move that there be laid before the house a 
'Supplement to his Memorml which was aJ- 
teady upon the table. He Coo|{ that occa- 
aioa to state that he owed considerable ac- 
dknowledgments to lord Sidmouth’s govern¬ 
ment, for the fairness and liberality which 
Jbe had experienced from it. His first oiler 


itiry, 7008 . was for the Jnjeny’doue to ibA 
ground by the works, and to defray the ex¬ 
pence of restoring it to the state in which it 
was before the construction of the works 
and that the Jury were aware at the lime of 
making their award, ^of his being in treaty 
with government for the house. And here 
he begged to call the attention 'Of the house 
to the situation in which he steed, with rss-^ 
pect to this transaction. In fune next he 
should be obliged to- return to that house, 
with a barrack within half-a-mile of it on 
one side and on the other. The sums he 
iiad received as compensation for a bouse 
that had cost 70,0001. ^to build, were very 
inconsiderable, though that house had been 
destroyed, at least as a residence for his A- 
niily. If he had been u^n the Jury, iie 
had no difficulty in saying, that he ^ould 
have awarded Considerably more than had 
been awarded to him. However, whether the 
Injury hadawarded him501. or 5001. he thought 
^himself equally bound to abide by their judg¬ 
ment He only wished that the house should 
be able fully to judge of his conduct in the 
whole of this transaction, and with that 
view he moved, that the letters he alliiacd 
to, should be laid before the house. 

Lord Hnivick had no objection to the pro* 
duction of this paper, and he lumped it would 
prove as satisfactory as the statement just 
mflfie by the hon. baro«ct, though he la¬ 
mented that it did not appear to him yet as 
satisfactory as could be desiwd. There 
seemed to be some strange mistake in the 
case, because tlic hon. oaronet had stated ia 
his examination liefore the committee, that 


Aod been made to the Barrack Otfice dnving ' the 4001. a year was to procure him another 
•liSat* administration, but the whole of the j residence 3 and now it was said to have been 
boAff&ss respecting the letting^of his house, | granted, on the general ground of enabling 
IM taken place after that administration had i liim to restore the land from the injury done 
gone out of office. His principal ob-' by the works. If the sum had been award- 
r^t in rising had been to iTiovc that there ^ cd for the rent» it would have been an ex- 
Xnd before the house, certain letters wh'di ■ orbilant allowance to make an award at the 
‘lie had received from some ol the , rate ot 20 l. per acre ; and if for the land. 

Jury, thaj had awarded him tli 3 c'-i.^ipeova- | the whole of the compensation ought to go 
tion for the injury his property had sustain- ! to^the tenants. But the hon. baronet in his 
ed. Of the whole of chose ulio rnmpused ; examination had stated, that the 4001. per 
the Jury, he* Was not acquainted with the annum was (o provide anotherVesidence fqp 


filddresses of moi^ than four, one of whom 
‘i]Was the foreman. 'I'hey were amongstathe. 
ittmt respectable persons in the county, 
bon. baronet then read extracts from 
letters, wdiich expliciily stated, ^at 
'Xhe 16 acres, w'ith.the houlb, were not m- 
dluded in the estimate of cq^npensation; 
*• that the award did not preclude the hon. 

fiaro^et fepro residing in, or disposing of tlifc 
/.Louse; that of the 13 Cj 1. •award'j^ by the 


him 3 in this view, therefore, the statem^pt 
did not appear to him tp be satisfactory. 

Mr. Secretary Canning was surprised at 
so complete a misunderstAdiug in so plain a 
point. The fault he fdond with his hon. 
friend, was, that he had carried his delicacy 
too far in the steps he had takep to justify 
himself; unless it could be made out^that he 
had had a corrupt understanding with the 
Jury, he was not more responsible for their 
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-Award that] any nember of thatfanan. , 
answer of the hon. baronet to the coinmiir 
•ioners was one which be was not bound to 
give, nor tlie commissioners authorised to 
ask, because it was not for him to acconnt 
for the award of the 4ury. The TOOL were 
awarded to his hon. frjend to replace the land 
in the state in which it wqs, previous to the 
construction' of the works. But the noble 
lord forgot that his hon. friend could not get 
back into possession of His premises, till go¬ 
vernment should give up the lease.—The 
question was then put and agreed to. 

[SaLF. OF CoMMlSSIOKS IN THeArMY.] 
Ikir. Cochrane * Johnstone, in pursuance of 
his notice, rose to move, ** that* tl;iere be 
laid before the hou^, an account of all sums 
of money that ]|ad been received for tlic 
Sdo of Commissions, which at any time 
became vacant by death, dismission, or in 
consequence of the promotion of officers, 
who were not allowed to sell out, from the 
year 1795 to the present time, specifyingtheP 
names of the persons by wliom paid and 
received, and the uses to which those sums 
were from time to time applied, together 
with receipts which had been given for the 
same." 

The Secretary at XVar said, that although 
he had no objection to the substance of the 
motion, it must universally be allowed, that 
the sole disposal of commissions in the anmy 
was vested in his majesty, and he doubted 
whether it swere quite proper for the hou^e 
to inquire into the exercise of tins preroga¬ 
tive; however, as he knew that the illustri¬ 
ous Commander in Chief was exceedingly 
desirous to give every information on this 
business, he should not object to the sub¬ 
stance of the motion now made. The mode 
was for military commissions to be presented 
to bis majesty, upon which his majesty's 
pleasure was taken, as to idling them up. 
Tile purposes for which any commissions 
were sold, M'er^two-fold, aixl which shewed 
that the illustrious commander in chief bollf 
studied public economy and the private ad¬ 
vantage of individuals, and that at the 
]^nce of hh own private patronage. The 
ti^t object in the sale of commissions was 
fur the half'-^ay fun^j and, secondly, for the 
relief of families of meritorious officers, who 
might fall in thtf service of their country. 
He particularly instanced the case of colonel 
Vassal’s widow. The bulk of commissions 
was generally by purchase, pa*ticularly in 
time of peace ; in time of war there gene¬ 
rally remained a number of vatunt appoint¬ 
ments, for which no purchasers were to be 


found. At the'oKicIttjdon of the late wtf 
there wera'a number of vacancies for which 
no ensigns were to be fonnd. It had been 
proposed to lieutenants uppa *ha^f-poy to 
sei;ve on the pay of elective ensigns, and 
that ensigns' piaces should be sold. TW 
price of £tOOl. was fixed for the sale of such 
commissions; but if every commission hA(l 
been sokl as it became vacant, it would iuvo 
proved injurious to gaany officers, 
commander in chief, therefore, sudfersil 
promotion in many ii^tances to go on iir m 
I regular course; but still, from time to time« 
commissions werg sold, and the money was 
, vested in the half-pay fund. Another soutce 
from which this fund received support, was, 
when an officer wished to quit the army, im 
was allow(^ to sell what he had pureba^, 
aldiough not to sell the rank which be 
already^KKsessed ; thus, th» difference be¬ 
tween tlM^nrice of an eesigney and of a 
majority wenKtoHbe same fund. The illu¬ 
strious person at flf^headwf the army had 
done much for its benefit; for fog;nerly great 
abuses had crept into purchase and sale 
of commissions. In toe year \ 7p3, officers 
had been advanced from the lowest ranks of 
the army up as high as that of lieutenant- 
colonel. This system had been put a stop 
to, and a salutary regulation had been esta¬ 
blished, that an officer, under two years 
standing, could pot be made a captain^, nor 
a held otBcer under six ypars standing. •The 
practice of |;iving exorbitant pr*ices for comp- 
missions, the eflect of which tended to tfap' 
deterioration of the army, had also l>eeo 
checked by the commander in chief. From 
whist he had stated, he thought an' addreas 
the^most proper mode of prq^oeding,^ and 
therefore concluded by moving an amend¬ 
ment to thatfeffect. 

Mr. Cochrane Jol^nslone had no objection 
whatever to shape his motion in that form. 
He could assure the^house, that in bringing; 
it forward he had no other than a public 
object. He had never entertained the 
smallest suspicion, nor given th6 least cre¬ 
dit to the malicious and unfounded report^ 
which had been in circulatipif, against the 
illustrious personage at the head of the 
aiYpy. But he thought itnisduty, aaa r&- 
presentetive of the people, to watch over th^ 
expenditure df the publiq money, and hia 
looked upon these sums to be public money. 
The account httwaspersuaded ought tome, 
laid ahnually before the^ouse, especially i4 
as he understood, the sums received amount- • 
«d to one million.—The motion was ibA 
agreed ^ • 
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BOtTflB OP COMMOMSie 

Thttmday, July 9 . 

lIxtflB IVBPAHBCTIOV BlLL.]—Sir J, 

W^ellesiey rose to move for leave to bring in 
a bill, for the suppression of Inuirreciion in 
Ireland, end to prevent the disturbance of 
■the pea^ in that country. The house would 
remember, that the circiimstancei which 
preceded .and attended the suppression of 
•the rebellion in Ireland, had rendered strong- 
lOx measures than the^tablished laws afford- 
.ed necessary in that country. An act was 
therefore passed by the ^rish parliament, in 
1796 . to prevent unlawful assemblies, and to 
authorise the lord lieutenant on a report of' 
the magistrates to proclaim anycounty where 
disturl^ces existed. That lawrequired all 
persons iu such counties to keep within the'r 
dwellings between the hours of fui; set and 
Kin rise, and gave to the tn|.^*Jtrate5 the: 
power of sending persons iJho should be 
found to offe?K!>(.^diu5i^t on board his ma-^ 
jesty’s najy. The act had proved effectual 
for the snppressiQQ of the insurrection, as 
appeared from*the acknowledgement of the 
leaders of that insurrection before a commit¬ 
tee of the Irish parliament. But. though 
anch a law might be necessary, it was the 
duty of that house to guard against the abuse 
of the powers which It gave. The bill he 
proposed to bring in coptained the same 
provisions as the .Insurrection net. witii re¬ 
spect to the power of the lord ficutcnaut to 
|nt)daim disturbed counties, and the autho- 
Jity 'of the magistrates to arrest persons who 
should be iound out of their dwellings be¬ 
tween tun setting and sun rising; bVi*. in 
order to p^ent hardships to the subjects, 
the i^ill required that persons so arrested 
$hoM be tried at the quarter fessions. by the 
magistrates and assiscar\^ barrister, assisted 
hy a king*! counsel, ai seijeant specially 
sent dowu for that purpose. Besides this 
tnll. be meant to move ^or leave to bring in 
another to prevent improper persons from ^ 
keeping dims, by obliging all persons to re¬ 
gister ueir arms, and authorising the ma- 

f istrates to search for arms. These bills 
■d been prepared by his predecessor, and 
the only difference was. tb^ tbe bill of^liis 
peedecessor gave a negative to the king's 
ooonsel or serjeajn^ which He proposed to 
take mm him. as it appeared to him that 
. m&h a negative would rebder the measrare 
Kvgatoiy. He m^anl. however, to fiubsti- 
• tUte a dause, which should, in^ case of any 
itSevtace between the serjeant and the 


havq reported the matter to the lord Besl^ 
nanr. 

Sir J, Neu;port wished to know what was 
to be the duration of the bill } 

Sir ji. fVeUesLey proposed 7 years, but 
his mind was nut yi;t made up on that 
head. 

Sir J, Newport had a^ked the question, 
because he thougfit that the shortest possible 
duration should be gi\en to bills which, 
created such extrdordiuary powers. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed 
with the hon. bart. that 7 years would be 
too long a period, for w^hich to enact the bill. 

Mr. Gra// was concerned that a bill of 
that n^^nre should be necessary. But this 
and every other such bill was a violent mea¬ 
sure, and against the prix\|^iples of the con¬ 
stitution. The period of such measures 
ought to be short, in order to shew to the 
people that they had at least a reversiouaty 
interest in the constitution. These measures 
could only be justified by an imperious ne- 
ce&sUy. 

Mr. Sheridan viewed this question in a 
very different light from his friends on the 
bench near him. His right hon. friend had 
said, that the measure could only be justified 
by an imperious necessity ; now. it was that 
necessity which he wished to have clearly 
made out to exist before the measuie was 
resorted to. It was no^nswer to him that 
the measure had been piepared by bis friends. 
If it had. the Threshers were then engaged 
in their distuibances and administering un¬ 
lawful oaths. Ireland was now on the con¬ 
trary as loyally tranquil as any part of the 
empFre. 

Mr. U'hilhread thought that the measure 
had never been, and ought not to l«. enact¬ 
ed for so long a period as 7 years. He 
found himself in different circumslances 
from his rlghl^hon. friend as to the measure; 
for he must look upon it as necessary, inas¬ 
much as the committee oi^ both loids and 
commons on both sides had agreed upon 
that point.<—Leave was then given to bring 
in'the bill, as also a bilUto prevent improper 
persons from having arms in Ireland. ^ 

HOUSE or LORDS. 

Friday, July 10 . 

rDEFENCE or THE COUNTIY.]-Lofd 

Sidmouth rose and observed, that be had at¬ 
tended the house for two days past, in the 
expectation^of seeing in his place a noble 
lord, whose official situation enabled him to 
answer a question he wished to pfit. He 
was desirous of knowing, whether U was the 


bench, silspend the executV)n of thp decision 

* 'of tbo ta^iatiatee, till .the seijea/rt should iniention of his majesty'sgbvemment to pro- 
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bp information ' wh ch Kaft Jujrf 'bebn^e- 
cpivei!/ iciSdeied its c!^flji36TatiOn nJilre in- 
^speiibite. It'was Vis wish to be infoim* 
p/wliether bis majesty’s ministers intendcJ 
to cai ly intuTull Execution the acts aircafly 
ppscd for arming <hfc ^)coi>Ie, or whether 
^ey bad bome more extensive nieasare in 
^uter^Iatfon ^ He understood (heie would 
be a fuU attendance of tj^ir lordships un 
^loiiday next, and he shuuSi^^e that 
portnnily of asking tfie qudstio^hthad 
motioned. • 

*EarI Bm/iur<t said, that the noble lord al¬ 
luded to had notHttcndcd tor Iht-be two days* 

^^s(, because he knew ihtjje was no busi¬ 
ness before the h nise whi(h required his 
presence. He would, houeter, be in his 
place on Mondq, and then the qacstion ofimose tor certalTf 
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op- 
had just 


the noble viscount would doubtless receue a 
satisfactory answ'er. 


HOUSF OJ COMMONS. 

Fndaif, July 10. 

[Minutes ]— Petitions were presented 
cbmplaining oi undue leturns for Chippcn 
ham, KtnenrditiCHhire, Malden, Penryn, Be- 
vei ley, M 'Imsbury, hast Grinstead, Bridge- 
water, ChnstchuichfhJcwc istle-under-Lyne, 
and We-iiminster. The Petition respecting 
thelattei waffiom the lighthon. R B She¬ 
ridan, complaining ot biibeiy, treating, &c. 
on (he pT t of loid Cochrane. The whole 
of these p'^titions were appointed to be taken 
into consideiaiion, on the 2Jih instant — 
Mi. Sheridan, thu igh he thought it a matter 
worthy of the <onsidention ot the house, to 
put the Stindinp Ordei lelativeto the exclu¬ 
sion ot btiangMs on some established foot- 
iiig, yet, in deference to the Sentiments of 
many persons, for whose opinions he had a 
high respect, would not press the motion he 
intended to have offered to the house this 
ni^t, but would leave the matter as it scoo^, 
|ioping that a wise difcfetion would produce 
fltt the effect of the pro[>osition he intended 
to bring fon^i d —Mr, Grant moved, that 
;t4o house should go iato a committee on the 
Petition of the Easj India Company piaymg 
|ur leave to raise money on Bonds, instead 
of increasing their capital. Mr. Creevey re¬ 
peated his former assertion, that a previous 
sfat^ent bf the company's affafrs ought to 
have be^ (side; but as some information 
wdald probably soon be acquired u the sub 

V01..J3;, ‘ . r* , , 


^#oarffB 'fr6m W, & Ddftda^, tth 
Sftith, rfr T; Tnrtdh', Mr And s(r 

A"' If^jestey, Mi* Graik mbvM' thar h 
heaven to biing in a bill toenbble the 
pany^ to raise 2 millions by Bonds, inett 
encteasiOjg tb^'^ir'stock llii^ rcsolnti’on 
agrebd tov—M*" Shirpe adverting to fhe e| 
curastance of the char^'lloV qif’ theteset 
quer having pitt off m motion rdsp^dtil 
the Lotieiy, stated that it was not his mfi 
tion to oppose that rndhsure, as a pa^t gr 
ways and means of the present ycaf, But gai^ 
notue, that he shnrM take art ejHy bppdrto- 
nity of taking tl*e sehse of the house on the 
general question icsjjertin^ Lotteries. 

[Nwal Abuses.]——- fynJ Cockram 
.^se and spoke as tollo v* * — Sir , A 
fg avert a part of the iuip'*ndni^ 
and hitligto accumulating dangers of my 
country, nl^iniluced me to resolve to 


_^to the uaVal 

scnice, not with a retrospective view to 
blame individuals, but that flhnccessaiy 
haidships may*cease tcfeVist.^l am vvillrnjp 
sir, to believe that members of this botp|o 
who aie capable of'doing justice to 8q[g 
cause, have remained ignorant of circum* 
stances Which for some years have embitter* 
ed the lives ofk portion of the community, I 
mean those employed in the naval sen ice of 
their country; aild as to tbd gentlemen of 
the naval piofesiion who have seats here, t 
suppose they either left ^he service befo^ 
the establishment of the system of whi^ 
all employed grievously cooipi^l^ or, that 
a d^iee of diffidence occa'iloned^by tHe 
awewliich this house at fiisl inspires, haf 
prevented any other from perfismitog thl4 
important dut;^ I wish, sir, it had fiUgt 
into other hands I lament that the meant 
by which 1 have acquired a knowlc !ge 
live snujoct, has in*a great measure, untittdd 
me foi the task I hive now undertake^ 
hut no pei!»unil cousideiations shall prevent 
my doing that vhich I consider for the be¬ 
nefit of mv ''ountry. I <)ha]l be as brief aa^ 
poss'ble, but as the nature of sonieofffi* 
papL rs for which I am about to move is un^ 
know 1 to many members qf this hoaae> it 
will* be necesaaiy that 1 should give sc^e 
explanation, -fhe hrat {notion is, " Thtt* 
'here be laid befoie this house, copies of aft* 
letters or representations made by the 
mafldep of hw idljesty's s^oop Atahnte, ana * 
schoouer Fel^, reoeived by capt. 
commanding officer (ff Rochfort, respectl^ * 
tllb state and conditian of those VMsali 
3C . . . • 




ftt. 




, M' 


% 




IwV » 



'■{ 




t^s# 



^ 1%6 oli|ect of tb» motion 
'JB t&ttvo&sels are kppi ft sea under 
piremt ifiteift in an unfit and dabge'Tous 
^ii|ft^;.and that the Uvct of many officora and 
, n^en are in constant peril—Lieut. Cameron 
'vrfap commanded tfie Felix, and sincejost in 
^Unt vessel, was one of the best and ablest 
"^efficers I evef knew—-correct in all respects. 

though just appointed to command 
'Mt FcHx, and azt»oua to distinguish him- 
found it incumbent upon him to repre- 
to the commanding officer the necessity 
the Felix being sent into port for repair. 
J iball read part of two letters from the sur- 
.geon of the Felix to his private friend. One 
W them dated three months before they all 
^>e^hed, and previous to lieut. Cameron's 
commanding that vessel. The other about 
eight days before that melancholy even^<«^ 
.’^Althougn, Mr. Speaker, these letteftniny not 
nmount to legal proof, yet th&refiicial letters 
.^d other documents^wil^. ^ut, sir, it can- 
’ not appear wr mis untbrtunate officer couid 
,luiye anyr^.terest In mistating matters to a 
private acquaintance. On the 14lh Nov. 
says, our noble commander has been 
very active in his endeavours to get con- 
/V firmed to this vessel, much more so tliaa 
** I should be—she sails worse and worse, 
** ar.d 1 think the chances are against us 
ever bringing her into an English port.” 
the other, dated l4th January, I 8 O 7 , the 
..^palsage to i^'^ichj* refer is as follows: ** Our 
X st<^ is all out, and we are praying for 
5^* joroe God-seiicis. Clean linen are very 
scarce^ Every endeavour has been put 
' in fierce by Cameron and myself to get her 
In 'without success. He attacked the 
^commo^re with most miserable epistles 
‘^distress throughout,and I attacked him 
.with a very formidable sick list; but at), 
"i^^^-my friend, would ,no( do.*’—I maybe 
'^old, that there is a danger in agitating st^ch 
Cupbjecis, but there can be none at any time 
. 99 a bringing to the knowledge of the ]egl.^l.l• 
vture,.for redress, that which is notorious t«S 
. dioie wbo haVc a right to claim it. Though 
f, we abut our eyeTi, the mischief will not be 
^aiv^ru^d! Shall evils be suffered to continue, 
Merely because timid people fear to acknow- 
^^iedge their existence } No, sir j let grievances 
^Jbe redressed in time, and comjdaints wiW 
1 shflll^ b*e very shdrt as to the cir- 
^VfttWUljllilces relating to the other v.'^ssel, the 
::^iArH]aDte. .When the Imperi^use, the i^iip I 
^ -vi.vtiijaniied, wa^ about to leave the Rorhfort 
on. 1 was ordered to pro^sion the Ata 
for six weeks, though siie had btfen 
piK § ifi^nths apd upwarjls, a ti^ie sufficiciii 
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to bittk energy, to weaiy the spirit, fltfd 
ruifi the b^lth of men employed in such a 
1. The Atalante came uongtlde, end 
e commander and several officers were 011 

S rd necessarily io settle their accounts} 
y then informed me of the bad condition 
of their sloop. They said she was wholly 
urjfic to keep thejsea. Several material S^i» 
vr ere sprung, which in a gale bf wind on 
shore would cause their inevitable loss. 1 
think they said tlic foremast and bowsprit 
or fore yard were sprang. Besides, in blow¬ 
ing weather the At'^lante made upwards of 
20 inches of;»^er art hour.—Although a 
survey ha(!‘'{^n held by some carpenters 
prevh'*srf*to this, I ihoupjht it proper to men- 
t'cn circumstances as they bad been reported, 
and as they appeared to me, to the command¬ 
ing officer off Kochfort; for I well knew, 
that the mindl» of persons of their descrip¬ 
tion under the system of terror, were im¬ 
pressed with fciir lest a vessel aur\'eyed hav- 
inggone into port, might possibly be found 
not qtjiie so bad iw represented. Their 
usual *)lan, therefore, is, to say that she can 
keep the sca a while longer j knowing that 
if lost it w'ill only be reckoned an excess of 
zeal on tlujlr part for the good of his majes¬ 
ty’s service. So much impressed was I with 
the bad state of this vessel, that I said to the 
builder of riymouth-yard, in the presence 
of Admiral Sutton, on^niy arrival there, that 
the first news we should have from off 
Ixochfort, it they hnd a gale ef wind there,* 
would be the loss of the Atalante. Under 
(he harrassing system of 8 and p months 
cruises men get tired of their lives, and even 
indifferent as to choice between a French 
prison and their present misery. I shall 
make no further obsen alions on this subject 
until the papers arc produced.—Another pa¬ 
per that appears necessary, is an Abstract of 
the weekly ?iccounis of hi.s majesty's ships 
and ft igates*empIoyed off Brest, and of ail 
his majesty's ships and vessels employed off 
llochfori, from the 1 st March, 1805, until 
the 1 st March, 1S07-—From this, 8 ir,-we 
Mtall be able to ascertain the number of men 
ill each vessel, the namher of* sick, the tipne 
ships have*been kept at sea, and the time 
they have been allowed in harbour to refit 
the vessels, and to recruit tlie crews. First, 
it will appear that Uie ships have.bjien great¬ 
ly short of effective fpen, N^t, the ex* 
treme length of cruises 'and hardships that 
our seanwn have suffered, which the. low 
state of the enemy's navy-did pot require, 
aa'd whic{; ip its most fioiirishing fimes, bad 
never been put in 'practice, because 
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known to be highly injorious. TheHanto* 
genetj for instance, was 8 months ' 
houtosailof England; fibers forced 
Falmouth, and remained 12 days' wil 
bound at one time; but an drder exist 
which I shall presently make the Subject 
a motion, by which nether an officer no; 
man dared to stretch his legs even ttpori 
TOVel beach within 20 yards of the ship.' 

As a (Subject'cohnected with the foregoin 
and totihew how little benefit has been d< 
rived^om supplies at sea, as a substitute for 
the refreshments tlK^rews were formerly'l 
suflfe?^^ to enjoy in poNi^^haU next move, 
there be laid bet^^hls house an 
AccountSiij^quanttty of frefill^rovisions 
expressed inatt^s allowance, receivelhait sea 
breach of his majesty’s ships and vessels 
ployed off Brest and Rochfort,'from the U 
March,' 1605, to the tst March, ISO/,”— 

Formerly, Mr. Speaker, wflbn a ship had 
been out till the provisions with which she 
had been supplied were consumed, the re- 1 subject of deb: 
furn of that vessel to port was the natural ^ ** ' 

consequence. For Channel service the^ime 
was 4 months, and the officers and men 
with satisfied minds looked forward con* 
temphting with pleasure the little relaxation! 
and indulgences they might then enjoy. 

But now, sir, being victualled and re-victual- 
Icd at sea, there is no probable end of their 
misery. An East India voyage is performed 
in less time and \fith more refreshmeftts 
than a channel cruise. Capt. Cook, whose 
authority wiH not be treated lightly, says, 
thar ** notwithstanding the Discovery had 
been out 11 / days, the scur\'y had made 
no great progress, which he ascribes to 
the essence of malt and ferment^ li¬ 
quors." Lime juice is now the substi¬ 
tute, and a cure it is—but a debilitating cure 
—not ht to re-establish the strengtli of body 
impaired by living without vegetables for a 
long period on salted provision*. How mat¬ 
ters of such material conseqifbnce' have es¬ 
caped the noticesof the latest admiralties, I 
am at a loss to know; unless an excess of1 
confidence reposed in the late commander in 
chief of the channel fleet has been tlie caus*e; 
ai^d that this Security existed on« the par| of 
thg admiralty, 1 think will be proved by the 
paper to which the ^notion 1 hold in my 
hand refers; That there be laid before this 
** hoctae such ordSrs as have been issued or 
acted upon between the I st March, 1805, 

** and the 1st March, ISO/, by the autho- 
" rity of the commanders in ghief of his 
** majesty’s ships and vessels employed in 
"'•the channel soundings, respecting leave 





€< 


te 


rr 




** to te grantod or wHhh^fiom 

' er In cbtdTat fbetlm ofjssiifiag or’4effi:j|f 
inch oider»,”-^-ltffaaeb(»ii‘> too, 
Mlthef'officer hortnan riiall te gmissilMW 
go on Hibre b ii bard case, ana nn' order 
which 1 do not hesitate to Oondemn. 
sir, it appears not less Milking, when I 
collect, that during the greatest part of 
time the commander in chief resided Ii’ 
London, ^hjoying not onl^ the salaiv of^ 
office; but claiming fbe emolutnenl tfftiiei 
moneyf gained by the* toil and 'dangiM^' to^ 
which those engaged in the active servn^ 
and defence of th^ couhtry are expoM.-^' 
Sijch, indeed, sir, is the example snewn n? 
tliK case, that I shall not be surprised to sod 
some future minister confer tbe office on 'm. ■ 
bol\>r oti a child, and make the sitoatioir^ 
nder in chief of the channel fle^ dr 
s complete, and a (beans of cor*, 
ruption e^te^p any that hA lately been the 

iAjhi^iouse^Wifch re*f 
spect to the sick,^conBTBTTrtieccssaij to 
say a few words ; but 1 shall fiato read rar^ 
motion on that subjeobs*'' That there be 
laid before this house such orders to have 
been is.sncd or acted upon betwera' the 
1st March, 1805, and the Ist March;. 

180/, by or by the authority of the coOT* 
mander in chief of his majesty’s ships,. 
&c. employed in the chanuel 60 und‘^ 
ings, allowing .or restraining command¬ 
ing officers or surgeons jof 'his (n^- 
jtisty's shipsj &c. from sending rnctt 
to the naval hospitaft, or restricting ' 
their admission into such hfispitals,'^—«’ 
In consequence of the regulati0n^|t»^lislfcfc ‘ 
ed iwtho.se iustittitions, men weren^ocni^ ' 
ly refused admirtance. Agrievangseofihegt^' 
with this point has made a strung imprtoskto 
upon my mimf; that is, an order, rigtdlytn-' 
ffirced, that no man* whatever his state ot 
health, be permitted to be sent tothe hospital 
from any of the ship^ in the Channel Ffeet,. 
unless previously examined and allowed hr 
the surgeon of the Commander In-ChieL 
The mischiefs resulting from thisf an&g&< . 
ment were notorious in the navyi ’^In’osa*- 
sequence of the inconvenience knd difiict^ ’ 
ty, if not inipossibilit)', this surgeoift 
goii)g from ship to ship at such times as vet- * 
.sels might be going into port, tarious dbeav 
es, deaths and* amputations, too 
ensued before such surgeon’s examitsffiai^.. 
co«ld take placet There is another 
of corftplrdnt which appeiiVed to me peculiar¬ 
ly ruinous, ^hen the cry of mcOnomy wajf' 
ihe order of the day in tlie naval departn:isi;:jj 
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;fhefmb.'’ Tie bisect of tbia oiot'ion 
_ tbaik resseii ai^ Iqept 'it sea under 
fTOsent tpakA in aa unfit and dangerous 
^jaAte^.aiid tbattbe livci of noany oifioeri and 
/me^ are in constant —Lieut. Cameron 

-Vho commanded ^ Felix, and since, lost in 
.^jCfiat vessel, was one of me best and ablest 
ebficers I evef knew-rcorrect in all respects. 

airi though just appointed to command 
ixbe and atfxious to distinguish him- 

found it incumbent upon him to reprc- 
^pitetto the commanding o&cer the necessity 
the Felix being sent into port for repair. 
)j shall read part of two tetters from the sur- 
.^eon of the Felix to his private friend. One 
'«f them dated three months before they all 
^perished, and previous to lieut. Cameron'.s 
homchandiDg that vessel. The other about, 
tfight days before that melancholy 
.'.Althoogh, Mf. Speaker, these lettel^ may not 
jj^ount to legaf proof, yet thfirif^«^cial letters 
ripd other documenU wil\,,,i'dut, sir, it can- 
.npt appear ‘ilmi tnis untortunate officer could 
,liaye anyjrtereat in mistating matters to a 
private acquaintaoce. On the 14th Nov. 
ie says, “ our noble commander has been 
** very active in his endear ours lo get con- 
firmed to thU vessel, much more so than 
. 1 should be—she sails worse and worse, 

^ and I think the chances are against us 
*\ eyer bringing her into an English port." 
Jn the otber, dated 14th January, IS 07 , the 
.f|>afsage to >^'^ich«I' refer is as folJow.s: *' Our 
J?' stock is all out, and we are pitying for 
.some God-seUds. Clean linen are very 
scarce^ Every endeavonr has been put 
in by Cameron and myself to get Iier 
in without success. He attackesl the 
J*conuno^rc with most miserable epistles 
>f distress throughout, and I attacked him 
vf'^.with a very formidable sick list; but ail, 
y-** my friend, would ,nof do.’*—I may bo 
rj'^old, that there is a danger in agitating s^ch 
'^■X|ibje^s, but there can be none at any time 
'.'Nfn bringing to the knowledge of the legiAla* 
.'tqre,. for redress, tliat which is notorious tA 
tm;>se who haVc a right to claim it. Though 
v we shqt our eye^, the mitichief will not bo 
y averted i Shall evils be suffered to continue, 
..rTperely because timid people fear to acknow- 
.their existence ? No, sir; let cric^auces 
Sj^he redressed in time, and complaints \vill 
f.|iiMse,—1 bhali^ b'e very shdrt as to the cir- 
sta nces relating to the other v.'^ssel, the 
When the Imferipnse, the Wup I 
^Mumded, w'a^ about 10 leave the Rochfort 
10 k), I was ordered to proWaion the Ala 
intc for six weeks, though she had b^en 
rput 8 iltQn^ apd upwarjjs, a ti^ic sufficient 



tobj^k energy, to we«^ the ^nt, 
the health of men employed in such a 
vessel. The Atalante came ^ngside, and 
the commander and several officers were on 
bdayd necessarily to settle their accountsj 
thfty then informed me of the bad condition 
of their sloop. They said she was wholly 
urafit to keep the;sea. Several material Spais 
i^ere sprung, which in a gale faf wind on 
shore would cause their inevitable loss. 1 
think they said tfie foremast and bowsprit 
or fore yard were sprung. Besides, in blow¬ 
ing weather the At'vlante made upwards of 
20 inches of;i^er an hour.—Although a 
survey h^lJ&en held by some carpenters 
prev.vtt^g'to this, I thought it proper to men- 
t<:/nciicumstances as toby bad been reported, 
and as they appeared to mv, to the command¬ 
ing officer off Rochfort $ for I well knew, 
that the minds' of persons of their descrip¬ 
tion under the system of terror, were im¬ 
pressed with fear lest a vessel surveyed hav¬ 
ing gone into port, might possibly be found 
not quite so bad as represented. Their 
usual plan, ther^^lbre, is, to say that she ran 
keep the sen a wdiile longer ; knowing that 
if lost it will only be reckoned an excess of 
|. zeal on their part for the good of his majes¬ 
ty’s service. So much impres.sed was I with 
the bad state of this vessel, that I said to the 
builder of riymouth-yard, in the presence 
of Admiral Suiton, on-my arrival there, that 
the first news we should have from off 
Rochfort, if they had a gale of wind there,* 
would be the loss of the Atalante. Under 
the harrasding system of 8 and Q months 
cruises men get tired of their lives, and even 
indifierent as to choice between a French 
prison and their present misery. 1 shall 
make no further observations on this subject 
until the papers are produced.—Another pa¬ 
per that appears necessary^ is an Abstract of 
the w^eekly .accounts of Ins majesty's shipt 
and fTigates''cmployed off Brest, and of ail 
his majesty’s ships and vessels employed off 
Rochfort, from the l 8 t March, I8O0, until 
the 1st March, ISO/. —From this, sir, we 
%hall be able to ascertain the number of men 
in each vessel, the number of sick, the time 
ships have'been kept at sea, and the time 
they have been allowed in labour to refit 
the ve.s 9 els, and to recruit the crews. First, 
it will appear that llie skips have b^en great¬ 
ly shoit of effective men, Next, the ex* 
treme length of cruises and hardships that 
our seanwn have suffered, which the low- 
state of the enemy’s navy did pot require, 
andwhicl^ip its most fiourishing rimes bad 
hever been put in practice, t^cause \vcll 
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known t« be highly injurious. TheHsntl* 
mnetj for instance, was 8 mont^ wlUin 4 
hours sail of England, she-was forced Ajito 
Falmouth, and remained 12 days wi 
bound at one tune, but an order existc*; 
which 1 shall pie^ently make the Subject mf 
a motion, by which iiAtber «an officer not a 
man dared to strefch kis legs even upon Ihe 
mve\ beach within 20 yaids ot the ship 
As a ^subject connected with the foregoio 
and tAuhew how little benefit has been d< 
rived pom supplies ii sea, as a substitute for 
the refreshments tBl^rews were formerlj *| 
suffie?^ to enjoy m pon^^^hall next move, 
t theie be laid house an 

Accoant>tJthe quantity of li^^l^^visions 
expressed tnaflps allowance, receivelk^ sea 
by each of his majesty's ships and vessels 
ployed oiFBrest aed Rochfort, from the Is 
March, 1805, to the 1 st March, ISO/.*’— 
Formerly, Mr Speaker, wltbn a ship had 
been out till the proiisions with which she 
had been supplied were coiitutned, the re¬ 
turn ot that vessel to poit was the natursl 
consequence Foi Chiiinel service tbe^ime 
was 1 months, and the officers and men 
with satished minds looked torwaid con¬ 
templating with pleasure the little telax'itiuns 
and mdulgeuces they might then enjo) 
But now, 811 , being victu tiled ind le-victiial- 
Icd at sea, theie is no piubable €*nd of the i 
misery An East India voj ge is pc ifoimcd 
in less time and \ttth moic leticshmeAts 
thin a channel Cluise Cipt Cook, whose 
autlioiit) vviM not be ticiUd lightly, says, 
that ** notwithstanding the Discoveiy had 
" been out 11/ clajs, the semvy Ind made 
** no great progiess, which he ascribes to 
the essence ot milt and feimented h- 
** quors ’ Lime juice is now the substi¬ 
tute, and a cuie it is—but a debilitating cure 
—not ht to re-Lst iblish the strength ot body 
unpaired by living wiihou vegetables for a 
long pel lod on s ilted provision* How mat¬ 
ters of such matenil conseqdbnce have es¬ 
caped the notice>c>f the latent admiralties, I 
am at a loss to know, unless an excess of^ 
confidence reposed in the late commander in 
chief of the channel Reel has been tlie cause; 
a^dtbat this Purity existed on the pai| ot 
th^ admir.'ilt|, 1 think will be proved by the 
papei to which the ^notion I hold m my 
band refei s 1 hat there be laid before this 
** house such ordSrs as have been issued oi 
<ictcd upon between the 1st March, ISO'S, 
and the 1st Much, IbU/, by the autho¬ 
rity of the commanders in gbief of his 
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** to Ha granted or wfffibeld &qm offiqBi;ii of 
men; ffistmgbAMng was 
' er in chief at the time of isaoiog ot <ctt^ 

** upon aachorden.*'*^Itfbarb^, too, that 
neitcei officer nortnan shall bepemiUM to 
go on afiore is a hard case, and an order 
which I do not hesitate to condemn. And»* 
sir. It appears not less sthking, when I 
i ollect, that during the greatest part of t^ 
time the commander in chief resided hi" 
London, ehjoymg not oifiy the salary oC hif 
office, but claiming (be emoluvteni ofpriM 
money, gained by th» toil and daager> td^ 
which those engaged m the active service 
and defence of tb^ country are exposed.-* 
St^ch, indeed, sir, is the example shewn in 
this case, that I shall not be surprised to see 
some futuie minister confer the ofi$ce on at 
on a child, and make the situation cf 
in chief of the channel fleet ■ 
biiiecuro^^ complete, and a fheans of cor* 
luption I ipTidlii any that haft lately been the 
subject of debm^Athishou^—^With re* 
fspect to the sick/^corBiffllrtttiecessary to 
say a few words, but I shall fWaS read my 
motion on that subject**'* That there be 
laid before this house such orders sts have 
bc( n issued or acted upon between the 
1st March, 1605, and the 1st March, 
ISO/, by 01 by the authority of the com* 
mander in chief ot his majesty s ships, 
kc emploj-ed in the channel sound- 
uigs, allowing *01 restraining command* 
ing offiegis or suigecms ,o/ his fna- 
levtv's ships, 3 lC from sending metl 
to the nivil hospital^, oi leBtilctmg 
their admission into such H^pitals 
In cens qucuce of the legubtioiir^'^lub* * 
ed 11 * those lustiLUtians, men weieu^u^nt^ 

Ij refused adnurtance Agi levanqp cohne^M 
with this point has made a strong mipmsVid 
upon my minJ, that is, an oide*', rigidly in* .. 
f Tced, that no man> wrhatever his state ol 
health, be pei milted to be sent to the hospital 
fiom ail) of the ship^ in the Channel lieet, 
unless previously exanniied and allowed by 
the suigeon ot the Commander in-Chier. 
Ibe mischiefs lesultmg from thi^anang&- ^ 
meat wore notorious in the navyv ' In con* 
sequence of the inconvenience find difficdl* 
ty, if not impossibiht), oj this surgeodf* 
goii)g from ship to ship at such times as ves¬ 
sels might be going into port, taiious disea*- 
es, deaths and* amputations, too frwfUhpdy 
ensued befoie such surgeon s examioan^Qi* 
conld t ike placet Iheieis another sub^ 
ot coiftpl int which appealed to me p 'Cul 
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mijcsty’s ships and vessels eniplojed inll> ruinous. ^When theciy of creononw 
thv ciunucl soundings, lesjxicting leave * the oidci of the dav in the navaldepait"^ 
, J C 2,*- * ^ • 
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louvjf. Someoif t|e >1«^ 

toQu Weie cut o^. ^hf mpoo^^ ^ 
^ it day ae^ixued Jo «qqs^ ^e tealm pf 
l|ien e»,« tmn|[ .^tiMwiog account, cpmpar- 

priuctple. ^peitina- 
w«fro xegpUtioos oba^nrcd* ttatd- 
X acDi^ Ijeutenaot aick sxta a 
the Hobpita)^ 1 could 
tUiptoeiraoiat^QU. ^e diae^ of the 
wis-pj^opopp^ed qiiiite inadmUsible, pnd 
'i sent tbroi4ta sleeti^ rai 0 « the only 
ir nearly three wevks in which they 
tid gQ ashore* M^ey weie returned tJ- 
juiid the country wopld be astoptsh*^, 
jK^ODtipaignapt^ tv h^ar the reason whyihe 
iua .lyas not tulniiited^ because every th] 


€^i^ae ^hle Jjpra, these wpointpientb \yera 
wmfir- 9 {vd ujoaer hU regWAiiMp') uiij 
haepdured the lufiertnga I ba\e faii^ty de- 
ackbed, Unwort^ $a>ings l^ave bi(*u uU;' 
WHthlly made Tnnpgn shelteretl t>/ tj|e 
plJ of .^ODomy, a greater lo^s has« T co^- 
teen, resulted to (hit cobntpr^ than cpn eye^ 
Cpnqp^nsated l^y any a^viog^ economy ia 
yable to produce.—1 mean to ^heli^a .of 
rjende^rpyedby lofigcrui^ and olbeiM'ise, 
iJVtie it possible to ^sider the value of 
these li^ps in a view, wh^h 1 

never can, It wp^Mrequiie more irgMey to 
supply tliHjvi^susla qed by the application 
of ecQQffrfy in the manner 1 butc debcribed^ 
thai^bdu be well imagined. Iudee4|,jthe 
„ levances the navy ha>^ been ao aevy^ 
through rigour and misapplied ecommyy 


ppaaihlc had not b^en done to that I can sceaiiotbing m the character pf 

^pture ou board, and he had hung t that body more meritorious than the patience 

t^by tlm heels iu a rollHjpi^^in oidci to witli whicii they have sufibred those grip- 
^uce the -^iiy the evils connect-< vances.—^c noble lord concluded wij^b 

^ with jhlX system have pot been before np9lwi]yp Ols nt>t mot.onj which being 
Itl^ipittqdto i^rliweptand the public, 1 can¬ 
not pmtmd to spy. Perhaps gectlemon ma} 
pave been prevented hum exposing it fiom 
motives of dc^aqy or peraonal interest, but 
ju» such consiucratioDs mall restrain me irom 
inp po^CHripmce of a great puUic duty, to 
Vtu^> ftom its nature, 1 feel it pecubarly 
Incunqbent vpofi me to attend. The sy5teni 
pf ^aval Hospitals presents a variety ot 
gijounds to jblti^' cepsuie. ln*cnilitary hos- 
^liais, somelptlo luxuries are allowed to 
•bH delic^, itQtnachSf and to promote the 
pBrhrai depressed spirits s and where can 
tnfb idxuriea be naore necessary than tp sea¬ 
men, with diseased constitutions, after be*- 
iinjf^jeight dr nine months living upon salt 
iKoyuioos, at sea. But in Mval hospitals, 

4 M> sQcb iuyuriespre to be had $ no eg^, no 
ipcinges are allowed. X^hnow an inst^ce, 

Jn which a hepicpant, who was dangerously 
was .refused a ci^ of egg w me. l^e 
wasi^Umt no eggs .were allowed : ihe> 

^^jB^tepant died of hts disease.—^Bnt this re- 
gulati^ is.maintained on the grouud oi eco- 
.Jppai0< ipdled^ this economy hasgoneco such 
qglh jQ Muee the gqntlty of hnt he- 
iidlowtid ui*the surgeons, la consequence 
rhico, moiuany cases, there ts not mr the 
of the wounded, sue fourth part 
of this\aruUe, so material for use, 

_igh so indmg in,vahie. Hus liipita- 

tippHook place onder one of those who were 
nppynbid by the commander in chief of the 
4eet, whom perhaps it was not qe- 



seconded by the bon. Mr. Dillon. 

dir j&aMue/ Hood lovc, and expressed his 
astonishment at the statements and observa¬ 
tions which he had just he.ird : which really 
wciesuch that he had hardly thought it pos¬ 
sible that th<^y could have come from Vo 
gallant an olficci. If any thing of btniue, 
said the hon officer, atlpches to the loss of 
the AukiDte and the Felix, that blame is 
attributable to me and to comtQodore Keats. 
But the fact is, that the loss of the Aulantb 
was not at all own g to her having been in 4 
bad state. She diove ashore in ^ swell 
apotfji fine day, and if she had not been 
suuuih her crew could not have been saved. 
But the noble lord could not ascribe blame 
tu consequence of this tevsel's ^oitig 
ashore^ Foi such an accident was no pre^T 
of neglect on the part of the officeis 
censure coul^ ^Pply to them, a.iy more than 
ir cpuld to ffie conduct of the noble lord 
biipself, when he lost liis ship some time 
amce A dear undeystauding of the case, 
Ibeldbre, waa only necessary tq refUtdthui 
part of the noble lord's charges, a Ad to shew 
liidt neither the officers nor any other p£r- 
M)n could be fairly blamed fos tbe fhtd bf 
the Atalante, foi Uiat fate wasoViihg tq ’dn 
accident against winch any command,how- 
evervigilant, mighibeutterlyuUAble toghai^d. 
Now, as to the Felix; that vessel pe« 
nsbed m n gale of wind in S(. Andeto Say, 
wbeie she was sent uilb a flag of tfuqe. 
She reniained four days in the bay: and. 


cessaiy^or lim otherwise to name [a cry of j had the soundest vessel in the dftvy been 
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PAlit. BEi'ATfiS, ivifl flJi 


I 

I*-' 


ittDe iUoftHon in a gdle of WihdkB%£ 
6*ive \ery iitdfe cndncc, of 

a sitfoilar fAte. Md \ ^ 

aitolt pVobf tiai tlife f^% *ai not H» 
£&a btrt frhen abe Uiport> 
n^Dten^t wa'fi't^ to m 8 ^ 01*0 to B^tl6 
^dLODb'tB, and was t^used. ‘Theib U 
afid hdbii pS^ably this 
^0 dot meati to iniputb to tnO tidbto tord af 
m^pc^ttou to state atiy tbtdg which he do 
T>ot hmiself Mlieve. But the ndb' 

lotU aiay be, 1 antuw he has behOt tni4iti ^ 
4ind when n^^ihes fofwarft with’ 
StullI^sii.ioiraHiioti f^li^ dibCndtent in 
tht* ndv^^ieel it iii;j dufy^^Hs the duty 
of evi ly ulS^vvlio lespdcts iiKe- 

teiU of that body, t (0 fCsist him.— 

4»rd to what the nbble lord htis said 

* >VUtbQ4, aud ^citness, and medicines, 
alWidge htiu tu prove anjsof his allega¬ 
tions. i Sailed fioiu Plytbbuth, and wlicn 
T recollect it, I cannot help laughing at the 


m 


dobie lord's statement. 1 had several men I convey them. 


vM et % Mdtooi 

oBS^ si^odld M m 

Aicn ith'iftg. Hishton. iw^ who spdl;# 

k(U w|b Id monthf off Cepe Mi# 

bm. ffrehd \^o p re e W d XM, 4iiM # 
mttttths off Itocbefort ^ yet nthUi^ WW# 
etdt h&tti to complain. No; th«y BflO# 
rheir dtfty too wMl, and, l?ke*g664f oBkefL 
were reconciled to It. ^ to titfe w 
thh httilth df the men, oy keepXM M 
M, he Wutld maititain chat ttOUTing whi 
tffore OrfonfeoQs than the notion df (Be BdW 
loid; for the fact was, tbdt it ahvl^s wb 
lied, (bat ieBtaeS canhO ashore to get sim 
attf went to sea to get healthy. [A laugn, 
-1 ani try of hear! hear!] As to the Cba^ 
ab^f ffesfa provisions, the hob. officer mam^ 
that nothing could be more ntrtenda 
fresh provisions we^e sent to (Ml 
fleet as^tften as they cou^d be necessary* 
and in th^vlat st^te Uiat was practicable td 


to sunreoni 


sick on board, but they recoveicd at sea. i 
had in one engagement 30 men killed and 
16 b wounded, and there was no such tiling 
as a want of medicines or lint; nothing of 
the kind was to be heard of t am fully of 
Opinion, that none of the noble lord\ asser¬ 
tions on this subject can be maintained. 1 
have, I think, sufficiently leplied to his 
statement relative t^ the Atalnnte and ^^e- 
lii; and I see no good to which any part of 
his statements can (end, though I can per¬ 
ceive in them very strong grounds to appre¬ 
hend serious roischief. 

Admiral Harvey lollowecl on the same 
side. He deprecated the attemptsmiade 
^rpetually to harass a gallant meritorious 
old officer [a cry of hear! hear ! J. He had 
bo hesitation in saying, that the grounds of 
attack appeared quite fallacious. Fur him* 
self, he could confidently say, that he never 
saw any scarcity w'hnteverjof medicines, 
surgeons stores, or provisions, on board any 
Ship that came tinder his observation. • 

Admiral Markham never rose with more 
flsgret, because be did feel the utmost ap- 

f renensioD^thal the effect of such a dlsciis- 
ioD as that provoked by the noble lord. 
,\Pbuld do nsaterial injuiy to the discipline ot 
the iwVy, No reA'ess had ever been ap¬ 
plied for to the Admiralty upon any of the 
j;ronDds stated by the' noble lord; and m 
4^Kat I'oaditioD, bewonJdask, was the navy 
to be placed, if an inferior officer could 
bring his commander in chief fo the bar of 
that hwuse. With respect to (he time a 
ahij[i odght to be at sea, that flepepded on 


stores, they were supplied ui 
nistration of lord St. Vincent, precisely ac* 
cording to the ^lon origiflSted*either by lord 
Melville or lord Barham, he could hot re¬ 
collect winch ; and this was the first day hi 
had ever heard it stated, that there was afi^ 
scarcity whatever of those stores. If, botr^ 
ever, such stores were wanted, why hdt 
apply to the etcculivc goverPinent, aAd nM 
bring it forwarif in that house? Upltol 
such an application was ^onnd indSectuhb 
he contended that such a pusineSs ou^t tiM 
to be brought before that bouse.—As totito' 
order for having persons revie^M^ by tho 
silicon of the commander ir chillis,befesrA 
thejTwere sent to the hospital, he explained 
that to be with a view to prevexft men to UI 
disposed of yho were fit to serve •'Fog 
while officers could send men to the 
tal on the mere Pertificate Of their owi 
burgeon, they, nnurally anxious for a good 
crow, were too apt to make use of their in¬ 
fluence w'lth tho surgeon, to send any nnk 
to the hospital whom they did not^appen fd 
like —^The allusion to the residence of dM 
commander in chief in London, cooM dte** 
rive DO influence but from delusion. Hi 
did so on acecuna of bis health. Beside^ tM 
l^hknnel^leetwas iu diffeient divisions, (tfid 
the fact was,*that for tbepurpous of cols** 
inunicnting with each, the noble l 6 iil kSA 
better be ashoie than at sea, Ind^, 
less he took^hestation of junior edmu^, hi * 
could not consistently join any of thedlvU^ 
sioDS. For that noble earl he coifld 00 !^ ' 
Vay, that JieJiad iso objection tf 

I " * . 
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, of aby praia'^OT 4o^.ment 
|sb conduoty UU fo.himself, 
ibufir observe, that didiking-U^ whole 
iectURloD, or thi introduction of such a 
'•abject at all th 'tnat hohse, h? could, not 
assent to the noble lord's motion, '^f- the 
ncble lord had any good grounds of com¬ 
plaint, they should be referred to the admi> 
mlt/, who wduld, no doubt, give them all 
^be attention they deserved. 

^ The Chancellor ^ the Exchequer declar- 
no grounds whatever had been 
put lor the motion, which it was so 



put lur uie moiion, wnicn it was so uvuiiuusjy, wiuioi 
bprioiisly to be lamented that the noble lord/—a measure whi 

l^ .tlioiight it bis duty *to bring forwarr' ** -' 

Hie hou^e ot commons would ever be an 
ously alive to the wellareand interests of 
brave men of whom our navy was com 
but be was v.'onvinced, that it wo'*^ 
the saHie ume be very backw'ard in a 
auch motions Ss the present, unldtef.^e pcr- 
ion who proposdh themcoulddi^fnictly state 
that he had ul redress- 

■jng^ iJiL giiSVSflUS^om^ined ol unsuccess¬ 
fully. 

Mr. W'wclA?im»c»incIded‘completely in 
opinion with the right hon. gent, who had 
just sat dowm, and contended, that besides 
the just reasons for opposing the motion, 
whicli that right lion, gent had stated, the 
noble lord had in no way whatever proved 
his as.'tertions, but had been completely con¬ 
tradicted by the gallant admirals. He made 
an Eloquent, panegyric on earl ^t. Vincent, 
the history of whose whole litc w'as a most bnl- 
liani answer loihe’accusationsot his enemies. 

Mr. t lizard observed that the highest 
«ncQmi|^s were due to that illustrious cha¬ 
racter earl ht. Vincent. Illustrious clif.rac- 
ter he must call him, because whatever opi-. 

OiQXKoiight be entertained of his civil ser- 
there could be no difference of senti¬ 
ment as to the glory of his professional 
career. He admiued al^ the high profei- 
•mnal character of ihe noble lord wJio made 
the' motion; but he was sorry that such 


censures of the noble Ics’d ujion tb^ lateid- 

inini|hration of the ndvy, obterved, ihat since 

thtufeign of king William no one had dona 

uch for the navy as the late adi^istn- 

tiln. The first act of the noblp lord bdow 

(I Vd Howick), when be came into thak da- 

pafepent, was to exftnine into the state of 

tliJ seamen ; and hecacxie down to the house 

fofan increase ofithc number aud the pay of 

tile petty officers, thinking this one ^ the 

St methods of re>)'ardiug dj^tingiushu ser- 

rce among the men. ^^'ihis he diP gra- 

Tuitously, without waj^g for an application 
- - - 1...1 Jif** • s 


a 

motion h<'id been brought forward in this 
house, before complaint had been made 
through the pr(>|>cr channel. No man 
could cherish more than he wo^ the pow 
^and the righf, of this house^lo examine 
nto abuses; but when tlicre w^s a ebaanek 
which applicjiion ought to be made iu 
first instance, he tliougSf it unnecessa- 
end l.inprop<;r to bring coiuplaihts before 
. lis hofise, before any e/Ybrtewas madt^to 
have corrected in the mos^ natural and 
icady^ay. 

in reply to the implied 





not a little incased 
the confidenc&^inbe seamen in the^vern- 
ment, in thediighestd«giw desir* 

able^jvndvantageous. ^ Thimble lord had 
stopped here. He also extended thia 
eueficial measure to the Warrant OfficClV 
without any application, a thing which ban 
never been done since the days of king Wil¬ 
liam. Neither did the noble lord stop here; 
he had followed the aged, the decrepid, 
wounded, and worn out seamen, to the ob¬ 
scurity of their cottages; chaced poverty and 
V* retchedness from tiiem, and diffused health, 
cliiferlhlness, and comfort. He had raised 
their allowance from 7 to J$]. a-ycar, and 
made seamen look with confidence towards 
the government which thus paid attention to 
their bituaiion unasked. He had also follow¬ 
ed up tlic measure, by an increase to the 
masters, lieutenanlH, atfd conitnnnders. In 
.short, every attention was paid by the noble 
lord to the interests of the .service, a conduct 
which de»er\'ed the acknowledgements of all 
who wisiied well to it. 

Mf. Sheridan said, that he heard with 
regret and surprize, those assertions stated 
here, w hich he had heard on a former oc¬ 
casion ; and he had thought from the manner 
in which the noble lord had at Inst dropped 
the accusations, that he had even convinced 
himself from dhe most authentic documents 
that he was vi'rong. He had read a letter 
I from commodore Keats, taking the whole 
^blame to himself, respecting some of the 
transactions, but where there was certainly 
no blame. And notwithstanding the boiste¬ 
rous mannef in which the audience at 
hustings at Coyent Garden generally exprqw- 
ed their opinions, yet e(;en they'ljad rejected 
these clamours as dangerous, when they 
sufficiently understood tlfeir nature. They 
set their faces against them ii out of ilmo 
and place ; as brought forward for manifest 
purposes, a^d noi lor the good'of-the public, 
and Hi attended wiih incalculable mischief, 
without bcieg productive ofan^’. good. Sup- 
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'pose he had not had the good fortane Ip be 
acquainted with the noble earl acc 
whom he regarded with the highest ros|5^ 
and veneration ; suppose he had not had »6 
oppartunity of making the inquiries he |fad 
ni^e—die had refuted the chirges at Abe 
time; .but suppose had not had that pp- 
pqrtj^ity, was it nothing to consider the 
that might be done by these accu\a- 
tion^oing on board the ships months bef(«e 
t beyl koold' h^^nswere'd ? He regrett 
tnaTlbcy were no^^gain brought forwar 
le certainly fel^tlj^ilarm than before? 
EvetAu it was, they liacP^fore done some 
injuryTwt^e had lepmt from^ifikers, who 
said that thSjMvere every day in dreHl^vhen 
* the papers with th^ reports came on tJ^rd. 
«Wbat was tlieir q^ect on commodore Kea 
They were such that bethought it necessary td 
demand a court-martial cm his conduct. 
That had been refused, because there was 
no grounds for it. But was it nothing to 
have moved the feelings df a meritoriou# 
officer thus far ^ He approved of what had 
been said^ as to the conduct of his noble 
‘friend near him (lord Howick), but in fact 
' no board of admiralty would refuse to listen 
.to the complaints of experienced officers. 
This house would be always ready to attend j 
to the complaints of our gallant sailors, and 
redcess their grievances, but it was necessary 
to ascertain whether complaints had been 
made to the proper department, and redress 
refused, yiie only motion he therefore 
•thought which could be agreed to ffn this 
subject in the present instance was this, 
that there be laid before the house copies 
to the representations of the right hofl cap- 
■ faiu lord Cochrane to the Board of Admiral¬ 
ty, w»ih the au.swers thereto, if any.*" 

Lord Cockrane rose to reply and said 
I disclaim, sir, any motive whatever except 
a regard for the real interests^f my country, 
though I am free to confes* that I cannot 
help feeling in common with others the 
treatment received. — Improper motives 
have been imputed to me, and I might 
reply to one of tj^ose gentlemen who £as 
denied facts which I can prove, that he 
^as one of those who estabTAhed this abo* 
finable system. What his abilities may 
be in matters not Connected with the naval 
service, I know«not; but in the navy it is 
understood to be a fact, that bis .noble 
patron, the earl 5t. Vincent, sent the master 
'pf the Ville dp Paris to put his ship in some 
'tolerable order [here there -was a cry of 
prder^ order! from Admirals Pole, Harvey, 
find others. The Speaker observed^ that 


WUI 


when tfao 'pobl^l^d 'tel# impropi^ 
mqtlv^ Were as^b^. tb^ hihn, U a 
reproach to him (the Spd||Ees), but he was 
in the judgment of the bPuw y^faetber he 
desenttd it.] With rejipect, 'sir, to foe 
assertion made by the same gentleman, 
that the health of the men is increased, by 
long cruises at sea, and that that of the com*. 
mandef in chief is improved py being' oh 
shore, he may reconciWt it he c;m.—Tl\6\ 
sir, 1 shall not follow the exampH;: of imput¬ 
ing improper motives, another complaiiit 
and a just one too (looking at Capi. Sir 
amuel Hood) inethe naval service is, tbt^ 
der this obnoxious system, captains ha^ 

:en appointed to large commands of y 
of the line, as many frigates, andas mauy 
qf war, the right of admirals who 
erved and can serve their coumry aefid 
bled in its ra ise.* But perhaps, 
sir, fnr'^saj^Tnii i their rank did riot afford 
a prospect o^lj^rb^g suffitienil) subser¬ 
vient. I believe 
told that there are admiral's f)£^bt)i(y who 
from tliese capses, ba^^ing^red in neglect. . 
[a cry of order! order! from admiral Har¬ 
vey and othersj. Sir, two parts of the state¬ 
ment of the hon. knight are worthy of 
remark in so far as they, were meant in reply. 
to my statement. He' has said he had a 
hundred men killed aiid wounded in his 
ship, and no coqtplaint, no inconvenience, 
was found from want o4 lint or any thing 
else. P*irsf^, this was at a time when sur¬ 
geons received an allbw'Snce to buy extra 
medicines for the sick, and,s^the second 
place, the wounded of whon^fae speaks 
wei^ sent on the day following t^^ibr,altar 
hospital.^Now, sir, with >4'^pect tq tjte 
blame said to be directly attribnfed^y n ae 
to lord St. Vitlcent for the loss of the Felix 
and Atalante I bav^ to remark, that it is of 
J:he general system and its consequences of 
which I complain, of endless cruizes, there¬ 
by rendering surveys at sea on the state of 
vessels a substitute for a proper examinatiba 
of their condition in port, or in dock, llie 
hon. knight has been a little unfortunateia 
the comparison he made that lord St. Yinceht 
was no more to blame, than for my getlhq^ 
th^ Impcrieuse pn shore on the coast of > 
France. Novir, since, this subject has bdto 
touched upon* I must state that I made appli¬ 
cation fc^ a Court Martial on mycoUdodt; 
halt it waa^ nqC granted, because it 
■known that the blame Would fall, Whteelt 
ought to fan, on the person whosb e^icat^ 

L positive command sent the ship forth tO' 
in ah uq^bUpoty}itiou'. The 


I 


■ > 






tl 


DOt ^ J^liip; ^li }Kas jn 

forty tqo* of iipp t39lila^« provisiojos 

^d seores of »ll ki^s^.r^oiaiwi Q{}4cpk- 
pie j)o^r, yXiowm taken og^. jbp^rd 

QUiy whcD tb^ jb^ » out «f b^i 
,t;ecfi«ed ihoor au4 I«D(i6'ieuse 

Imn'ie^ to ssii irithout a wtri^jo £]Ied or 
loaded. 7^e order .issued to 
iptitibe |>QrtliiiQui*tan;/^Aa/ sAe myld ticfir, 
jof JSVQxy other material circum- 
4P^jpce. fAaotber pr/ of order! order! j.-|jcrscLun;a omet 

the ifianae ^odetpen. The Speaker/her)-Sir, the 

<MMd. the noble, lord inpst coohne himsej/l creasing the tim 

__A&_t _- 1 _ 1 ^ » ♦ \§W I ^ ^ 


¥ the Blatter before tKe houpe.] I co 
I have now said as an anpu-er t 
^tement made without a Jknowlcdgi^ of 
•Jj^Os.—Another hon.^ot. who has att 
to contradict joy statements 
Bole) has in this ^reat zeal .mpOK*«rK: -an 
increase of pa^ which tooki>5& seme 
Id^ ago as relative to thesubjects 


i4j^, pften upon »qnjiHPH» ^gp- 
aged jp{orpi(8tipn. & |^q »&pf gf 
gaSs^ coqnpjaint. ^s a siagje proof of nuns* 
tree, I h^ve only to ^of ^ 

■ St ferani gf those peKoiW' 
e by tpe Adipjr^Jty of which ;tt<? 
liral (JJIjarkham) ibo\^:mc wpfpif^^r, 
yits lately on the fimple merits m the 
rAr,essed by the* nobble lord below m'dlUlord 
lowick), who pvippatbUed and 
ught to feel a gallaij-T wowd^ and 
jpersecuted officer, (hoTiinant It*. AVb’Pir- 

j^t admiralty, llprn^- 
weclibr iberefre.'^iSmeht 


•I7a 




__ instep of qorrimti^ tlieir 
bodies a^TOien drchcliiug 

ill deserve the gratitude and thanks 
^ all employed. In the navy, we have had 
to lament tlie system ihat Aakes the admiral* 
ty an appendage of (he mini.Hter of the day, 
and just as the members of that board began 
to see and probably to plan the reform of 




with as ipucb sincerity and as laudable an 
imentioH as the p^un wbo asserted that a 
.profusion of dia;^esVwer.e given to the ileet 
at Lisbon, in relmation of n\y statement 
;|hat nope .are allowed to the hospitals at 
Jkome .—1 have remarked, sir, that I have 
,iiot heard from any of (bosc.who iuive so 
.piously spoken on the other side a deJ'coce 
ci the {^noxious order to keep all oiEcers 
;,BBd.meti on board, altho* f think it as tenable 
,« the posiddn that men ,are* to he kept 
: healthy by being kept continually at sea.— 
Ail thesetb^gs may appearmatters of indidfe- 
vWQce or^' small moment to some who are 
JsereuicCaelr ease, but I vjew it In a didorenr 


6e has done soi abuses, they luive been removed. I tru^t. 


sir, that I shall not be denied the papers, 
and that these motions will not like those on 
a former occasion be got rid of by a blind 
vote of thanks, or by any subterfuge <^f n 
previous question.—The motion w'as then 
put and n^atived without a division. 


IZOrSE OP COMMONS. 

iiattirday, Juiy 11 , 

! Ei.fctiov Petitions.] The Chantellor 
of the Exchequer rose in pursuance of his 
notice. He obser\*ed, that a.s the session 
would nut be long, it would be incoiuer.ient 
to take into condderatiou such Election Peti¬ 


tions-a** were likely to occupy juiy consi.dera- 
ij^ght, and if no one better qualified'w ill , ble length of time. He had thought it his 
ffepMunt a' subject of .great complaint, 1 duty to inquire into this subject, a.id Iks 
^b^Tdo «o, independent of^^very personal found that there was iK>t one petition, on 
^msideution.—In th<‘ course of the debate, I which the house could rely in if'»-» le^pect. 

'T . . . a . ' ri* _ -j .1_r_ .1. .1. . _ii 


‘4t Jbecn stated, that l^sse^ted lUue-juice 
^J lyp a.bad cure for the scurvy ; .no, it isti 
almost a.certain cure, but debilitn- 
^^ 0^.7 it destroys tlie disease, but rums the 
^Ipastitutwii.^Ati bon.gent, {Mr. Sheridan) 
£jiaf.igid,alj (his sliould have jsecn represented 
f|D 4 be Admiralty; that .this hduse js an 
^mpi^r.idaco for sQcbdisfttssioos, ppd he 
j^^threatened tb.^)l /oi:t|i]i.JettersJjrqin me 
AP;tf>erb!oard ^f 44mii»lty. liTa the.firsf, I* 
^Kjipirar, ih.'it'boards pay po^iMA^Uon to.the> 
,fipEflaeoui(ioDs df iiidividu^s wblHn they 
4KiPfider,v(ndar (licircotum^d apd cpptt^lj 
'^bpt jf the hon. gent, .^alls for pay 
.will ^dx;>me that wHi. jp.ot anawer 

Abuses, 
ton ^ of 


He .proposed, therefore, to disdi.ri^e all 
the orders, fo^thc purpose of noiiiuiady np- 
poin(ir.gsubsequentday'>, atsu( ha di.sMt)ceof 
'•time, as should shew the pai tli-sthat be house 
did not intend to take petitions into con¬ 
sideration duriug.tbe present sc.s:>i(.u. If ({m 
parties to any of (he I^ish pefiiipns could 
agiee on lh& subject, ii might be well to 
euix;r into the consideiation ul ^ich of theStn 
jis would require comniit-sipjE^rs to be 
Ireland, in order li^at zlie cotniqlioifms 
might act during the vacation.—^The seyfx4 
oreWrs were then discharged, and, beginning 
with the petitionscoxnplaiuiog of ^u)^e 
turns, the V&rious petitions Wre Afed ;^r 
coiisideratiou/ <>n.the ^th^ ll;9ih4^ 
September, * 
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noiTSE O? LORDS. 

Monday fJttfy 13. 

rDirSVCS OP THE CoUNTRV.J 
Sidmoutk rose, and expressed himself 
py to see a noble lord (Hawkesbuty) inAiis 
place, frcfm whom he felt desirous to obmin 
tto answer to a qiiestiS^ ^respecting wl^li 
iiieasiness every day increased. Tue 
tt of that quesiiou whs to learn fro' 
loble loAl^ itfwis the intention 
Ekjesty's iiiiml^y:s to propose any new' 
lie for the Defend^)f the Country, or 
nv up, on a more ex^mded scnle, the 
system had already beeiuND^ted, so as^ 
to make it b^iTr some proportion 
Creasing dangers of flie empire. He felt i 
duty to take this itepi in orderto reliei’e no 
only his own anxiety, but the anxiety that 
every one must feel at a nioftient so alann- 
• ing as the present i should he have the sa¬ 
tisfaction to receive such an answer as he 
.expected, then he should have to request 
the noble lord to state the lime wlren it 
was likely such a proposition could be 
brought forward, adding bis wish that it 
might be on an early day ; for as the dan¬ 
ger increased every hour, he thought it a 
matter of the most urgent importance, that 
it should be provided against without 
delay. 

Lord TlatcAesl/urjj^vHH happy to be al^e 
to assure the noble viscount and the house, 
that the subject of the military state of the 
country bad occupied the attentiiia of mi¬ 
nisters from their very entrance into office. 
It might not be proper at the presenl^mo. 
inent to enter into any explanation of the 
principle, or of the details of the measure 
they should have to propose, but the day 
was not distant when such an explanation 
should be amply given, and |vhen reasons 
should be adduced for having deferred it 
till now. Indeed, on this very day it was 
expected that a notice would be given in 
4iuother house, of the introduction of the 
measure to wiiich t^e noble viscount had 
•alluded. • 

•The Earl of Su/To/Jk intimated the neces* 
of doing now much more than had as 
,yet been attempted, towards the defence and 
security of the comitry. He had observed, 
i^ith the greatest satisfaction,-that on the 
part of the coast which he had latelyvisited, 
the s^tem of the Mortello towey had'iieeti 
considerably increased. 

{AvAicak ItroRMiciTT BiiiL.] Earl 
Atkurtt moved the order of the day, for 
the second reading of the bilLto indemnify 
ministers ibr couttnains in f^ce the nrovi- 


couttnaiDs 

V®L.1X.- 


sions of ^e Ahieridto tirade bill, whic^- 
had expired during die rdhess. The noble 
earl defended thdsmeasure, on the ground 
of policy and precedent. He allowed that 
the law had been violated by ministers, 
but that violation was justified by tbb rea¬ 
sons of public advantage and*beneiit which 
resulted from it, and which pariiafneht 
had almost uniformly rcdfiivcd as a satisfac¬ 
tory justification of such a conduct. • In¬ 
deed, were it not a violation of the laiv, 
why should the crown surrender its prero- 
tivp, and com# to parliament for a 
bll of indemnity, when it was obvious no 
lalkhad been inf^ringed ? He could safely 
dew that the rate of duties had been raised 
inished in any material degree, or 
it would have been safe to have 
acted oAft^ise. As to the allovHng Ameri¬ 
can ships lA^rry certain articles contrary 
to the 

justified by the same policy am 
for it would have been much t#^h'e detri¬ 
ment of our trade if Afllericftn ships were 
on a sudden prohibited to carry such arti¬ 
cles,while there were no British ships readjr 
to convey them. In every point of view he 
could not help thinking that government 
had acted wisely in continuing the provisions 
of the bill; and he should therefore move, 
that the bill to indemnify them for so do¬ 
ing be novi read a second time.* 

Lord Ornn’ilie said, that after the senti- , 
nients he had already expresse^^especiin^ 
the subject of the breach of thex^^by is- 
suiiig^he order of couiicihhe could dot, with¬ 
out incurring the imputation of inconsisten¬ 
cy, agree to the passingof this bill of in(j|m- 
tiity. He fully Soncurred in that part m his 
noble friend's speech, in which he stated 
that no money coukfbe levied in this coun¬ 
try, without the consent and approbation ' 
of parliament. His noble friend, however, 
hweut a little farther, and contended that 
though the law was broken by th# crown, 
no higher duties were levied than it was 
authorized to collect, Nc^w, it did ap« 
pear, from a paper which been laid on 
theii^lordships’ t^hle, not above three mn 
n*ute8 ago, that a system more favour¬ 
able to the cdhimerce cf^America^ bad 
been adopted, than would have been, 
theriaws had i>eeA ubseivcd. Ills lordship 
here referred to the document, to shey 
that in various instances, higher and IdWey 
daties had Been levied, than the^t ini’ 
continuinu ^B fr 'yovisions of ^he former 
treaty^ari^ionzod. •The order of council 
remitted tfiv duties upon sonie artiolcSf 
SO ^ • 
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ivhile it increased them upon others. It 
was not to be t^nied, tliat both oniiesH 
were contrary to law, ^d that they couK! 
be only justihed by the extreme nt'cesbity 
of the case. But wbat proof had miuisterb, 
either by documents or by their speeches, 
afforded the.house that any such iiecebsitv 

existed? Were they not, be would u^li, . _ . ^_ 

aware that it wovld soon be necessary to The siluuiioii of Ireland coaid not too 
ren^w the act for coatinuiug the former /ften Rubmitted tb the dpl(?6eraiion 
treaty with America ? ^'hy, then, coiivhi-Klnimeiit, provided it vutfl^iindledwitl/judg- 
eed as tliey must have been of that necess)/! mant and nwdcnilil^. lie was 


_ mnite the peonle. ‘ If we were to 
ni^t dungers greater than any which had 
ever threatened us, a divided {leuple, what 
HMis could we employ, what bulwarks raisC, 
oil what armies cretge, adequate to repel 
them } Much had been said upo'n this sub- 
jt'lt, but not, Hcci^c^fTiig to hi8 way irfcoir- 
s/lering it, sutFicient lor its * tnipot'WJjjMfi*' 


ty^ did they dissolve t^e last parliaruei 
Parliament, which had not the ground 
the dissolution before it, was not boun 
take into consideration the necessity 
might have existed for that measure, 
dissolution of 1784 was justified 
dispute which then arose betwed|enTre iw'o 
bouses of parliament. Tlia^iitf^n unhap¬ 
py incident in die_JiBcjyjS(l!ve proceedings 

liwould always bea? 
oat the ^aevereign in the exercise of liis 
prerogative, •audaiir appealing to the peo¬ 
ple, £ut did any such necessity exist for 
the dissolution of the last parliament ? The 
convenience of ministers was not in itself 
sufficient grounds, and he hud never heard 
any other, for that most rash, dangerous, 
and imprudent measure, thun which, in 
ail these respects, a greirter had never been 
committed,.. It was not bis custom to 
dwell upon tbe dangers and difficulties of 
tbe countiT, It bad never been liis prac> 
tice to^^gravaie calamity, or to utter in 
his in parliament, any sentiments 

t^hich might lead to despondenc>'^or de¬ 
spair. Or. tbe contrary, he always wished 
-io deep alive, nut merely 4hc principle of 
hope, but the principles of resoluUon niid 
Stdadmess, because it'was these principles, 
nnd these alone, which could enable u^to 
bear up against tbe dangers with which we 
might at any time be threatened. 11a 
sf^isbecL therefore, before he sat down, to 
draw the attention of their lordships to 
wbat bad fallen from a noble viscount, lie 
‘trusted,, that'in tbe most critical period at 
whicl; this cAintry ever arrived, its secu¬ 
rity wohld not rest upon partial aiid'teifi- 
porafy measures. It was desirable that all 
tbe resources,* strength, energy, and spi* 
«rit of the country should be cidled tprth. 
Tbfrcrisis was st length arrived, wirheD it 
would be necessary to calUaround us all 
J^militaiy energies of tbe empire. The fifst 
iSU^ upon so awful an which a 

prudent gdvernmeut would tale, would 
be to see whbtfaer auy* thing cooid Be done 


liutl gone that 

aineut and peoplej^i^lnglaitd 
ged, that no fartW(?c'oix.*e88ion6 
d be made to theVatholrcs of Ireland, 
le was sorry for it; tuc a more unwise, 
iudiscTCPt, and mischievous d(>claratton 
could not ha\'^ been uttered. Such a me>* 
lancholy condition was nut that of any coun- 
IrVf most certiurily not of any free goveri>- 
ment. The iiobte lord opposite to him 
weBkncw, that thejudgmeiil of erne par¬ 
liament olten diAcred from that of another; 
nay. even in the same parlinment, thefe had 
been more ihnii one instance of such change 
of opinion. The appeal horn the hasty de¬ 
cision of one meeting, to the prudence of 
another, bad not been iwifrequcmly 8uc«* 
ccbbful. Was it, he would ask, right 
say to lour million^of people, ^'numust 
despair ? And de.^]>uir of what ? why that 
they, subjects of the British Timpirc, were 
not to be entitled tu tlie privileges of 
constitution. Was it po^^biblc that, under 
any.i:ircumstauces, there could have been a 
more nnprovideiit declaration ? This was 
Ills reason lor wi^)llng to impress once more 
vftpou ibeir lurdshipb tlu se considerations, 
because la* uas infotiurd «uch language had 
l)een held. It was not under Die impres¬ 
sion that tlaj liibhCatholu-s were to be ex¬ 
cluded from the pule of the constitution, 
that the gicat tpicslion (Vf the Union was 
carried. No pledge rcsprctiiig their ad¬ 
mission to tlje same bj^nefits with their fel- 
low subjects, had been either given or re¬ 
quired. There were some persons, indeed, 
who wished to make their participatiofT in 
the common benelits' of the constitution, 
one of tbe conditions ofdhe Union. These 
intentions, however, were overruled, and 
it was decided that every thing respecting 
them, should be left to U>e discretibn and 
liberriity of the united parliament. He 
would ask, why those who now appeared 
to be of a contrary opinion, did not 
then speak out? \\ty they did not 
otttmUin theSsxdusioQ of tbe Catholics, as 
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A fundamental principle of the constitution ? 
Why they did not protest against destroy¬ 
ing the btilwarka of our religion in church 
and state, and letting the Pope into die 
country ? That greac^inister, who framed 
the project of the Union, told his sovereign 
that the union could carried into 

fec^f th at boon whs not granted to itie people 
oTifrtdaud; and finding, that they wore lun 
likely to obtaiJl^^ acted upon it iu thesam 
rnlSY manner tnlUe did upon all occa 
eidbcs Where was lHa«^iitimeiit of oxolti- 
sion tk* be found ? Was insuv whore hut in 
ttiose libellous addresses upuiSii^'atliolir.s 
of Ireland ? which he could no^as^con-1 re 
sider iiiiniaters as fleeply responsible 
having advised hie majesty to receive. I?J 
in addition to dangers from abroad, we 
were to eneounter divisirnlk ai home, the 
stoutest of us could scarcely hope that such 
an accumulation of peril could be success¬ 
fully resisted. If we resolved to encounter 
the question, we should do all that w'asto be 
done. As this was, (lerhaps, the last time 
that be might have occasion to address the 
bouse, duriugtUe present session, he felt it 
his duty to iuireat tlieir lonlships to con- 
aider MS nothmg what had taken place ; to 
meet the question with new feelings and 
ideas; to rctlect that we were in the very 
crisis of our fate, upon the point, perhaps, 
of being assailed by the most formidable 
enemy that Hbd ever menaced the existence 
of the governmeut of any country. It was 
bis niibfortune to liave been a aiust uusuc. 
cessful advocate in favour of the Catholics; 
but, if his recommendation could have any 
weight, he would say, that though this was 
the moment for parliament to grant all those 
immunities which they claimed, it was not 
the moment for them to ask for them. 
Under any of those acts whj^h had been 
made for restraining that description of bis 
majesty’s Irish *subjects, under the harsh 
and compulsory statutes which were rc|)ealed 
in 17d3i under the j^iguinary and dread¬ 
ful codewhiqli preceded it, tluiir condition, 
btwas persuaded, would be far better tlian 
an^they could hope to enjoy under thefriend- 
sbip or domination &f France^ I'he first 
question which was asked by that power, 
when it meant to overturn the govern¬ 
ment of any country, was. What are the 
prindples of disunion which pr^ail 9 To 
the excluded, to the dissaitsfied,^and to the 
?i]|krin^f every country, Franep threw out 
these lines and baits ; but her professions 
and her conduct bad never accorded with 
to.b QChpT/. The infatuated^ persons who 


listened todier, soon d iscovered that the state 
which they renounced wAs fiir preferable to 
that which they obtained.So it would be 
found iu Ireland, should ever the person 
who now wielded not, only the force of 
France, bnt of the greater part of the con* 
tinent, ever succeed in establishing bis 
power in that part of the British empire. 
To prevent the possibility of any event of 
this dangerous and alarming nature; he 
called upon parliament to step forward 
with a lenient hand, to make a sacrifice of 
prejudices, and^to throw open the pale 
the constitution to those who were inte¬ 
nd in defending and upholding it. The 
question might be stayed off for a time, but 
t nwt be discussed sooner or later. He 
are that it might be objected to him, 
that nidl^who predict dancer, contribute 
iiotaIittlet&>|%ate it; andtCat this was not 
a lime to hiirnilhwttfl ^ivernmcnU 

Any one, however, who coucefVW' Ik ""Be 
did, who saw not only danger SQt certain 
ruin and destruction iff mdintainiug that 
system of policy he had condemned, would 
but ill diicliarge his duty if he hesitated to 
attack it. 

Ixird HawkesSury was not anaious to de¬ 
fend the bill of Indemnity on precedents 
only, but on the grounds of the necessity 
of the case out of ^hlch it^rew. Nor would 
he deny that«that necessity arose from the 
necessity of the dissolution of parliament; 
for, as often as that topic slmuld agkin 
be forced into discussion, so otfe^should 
he insist on the absolute necessit^bf that 
measure, The real authors of that neces¬ 
sity were the very persons who^ave ^nce 
so repeatedly and so arrimontoualy inveigh¬ 
ed against it; for when his majesty, in 
the legitimate exer^fse of his prerogative, 
tifovght proper to make the late change in 
his councils, the iiotile lords opposite hipi 
Iniiude an appeal to parliament, and brought 
the question to issue between themselves 
and their sovereign. What then was left 
to his majesty, but to appeal to the sense 
of his people, while the evei^ which made 
that,appeal aecessaiy were still fresh in 
their recolleccion i How else was his royal 
prerogative to Be supported^? This was the 
fair, obvious, simple ground upon which 
tbeslate dissq|utf()n rested, and the resulf 
had anfply proved how wdll his majesty un¬ 
derstood the^dispositioQ of his people in 
nuking'..hat app^l. For never was their 
sense moi^Aead^, distinctly, gndAine<{ui« 
vocallv evressed. No means were left un¬ 
tried by opposere of goverument, to 
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^kx^ttre the fuHefit pcasible att^dance of them as prosparity and luxury wbeu com* 
/beir adliereats ir pariiament, at the begin- pared witb tbe proaiiws atid the boons by 
otingof tlie present session; yet the seiiti* which the enemy would endeavour to se- 
. meat of the nation in favour of tl>e prero- dbce them ? Then the repreientattous niadu 
ggtive, was pronounced in the fullest-house by the noble baron ^ere unfair, of any 
{bat ever sat in deliberation, by the largest scripliou of men wUq bad uniformly maui* 
Kod most decided majority.—Among their fested such a bpi«^ of loyalty and pd^ 
lordships it had met with tbe same loyal trlotisni. It was unfair surely to dewite 
And triumphant 'support. Here then was tbeirconduct and principles in a light' that 
tho necessity and the propriety of the disso- jfoould justify him In catlin^nem a divided 
^tion proved at once in tbe most marked ^>eop!e, llcspecting mteriial policy, 
fuid forcible manner. He earnestly wishech there might perlupiv be ditierenuc 

let the question rest here, but it was iin/ iiiun; with rep/<^ to tlie tiireats and uU 
possible to pass over in silence the luitir tempts of^^w<^reiguenemy,* we should al- 
part of tbe noble baron's speech to w'Mch wavs an united people, tlmse who 

the former part served only as a stalkAig- pF^^^d least, vying Vitli those who pos- 
horse. Tbe deep regret he felt at so^e of ^essedmost. He mustther^'ureagainexpress 
the sentiments and expressions tlml his surprise and regret ut the observations 
from the noble baron, be was at ^ jlf fiou of the noble bbron, the more so, as they 
to express; but be was sure tji''must have now cuukl be attended with no practical ef- 
made nearly the^wn^^i;:lpression upon feet, and when his own mind did not ap- 
j^rdsbips. He was ready to' pear to be made up rMpeciing any practi- 
believe tlsat tbe same feeling s^nd sentiment cal remedy. The moment culled for uni- 
pervaded eveiiy clasc and description of the vcrsal unity of action, and under such 
community, and that they all were disposed circuinstunces as the present, he hoped to 
^act with one heart and hand in support see all party spirit and animosity turn into 
of tbe constitution against the attacks of zeal for the common defence. 

4be nu).*it formidable foe that they ever had F.arl Spcncvr conceived the question to 
contend with, and now made much be, whether the necessity whirh it was ad- 
^lore formidable by the influence of leccnt milled bad occasioned the bic.tcli of the 
events. Then, what could be tbe tendency la^, was forced on ins^najrsty’s 4nini!>ieis, 
of Uie noblttbaroh’s obaer\'aliQns? what the or had been forced on by ihctii. I'he no. 
effect they were caicuiated to producer ble lord i>pposite had said ihar ins inujesty 
But where was the practical good that having reason to be diss«ilisried with his for- 
could re^’«t from them? Was it not will iner servants, had exercised bis uiidoubied 
knownonow different were the opinuins en- preruoative in choosing othcis ni their 
tertained respecting the chief lopic'upon stead, and that ilie old servants of the 
which the iM)ble baron hud so widely, and, crown bad thereupon conic to parliament 
10 his mind, so unnet;essa5ily expatiated, witli a slalement of their case, thereby 
^either could he he ignorant bow very ge- making an appeal to parliament on the 
nerally the opinion of th^ country had bi'cn diflerencres which had occurred between 
expressed upoui that subject. Where, ibefi, tlicni and tlfeir sovereign, and that bis 
ytas tlie utility of tberctomruendatioii whu h majesty bad, in these circumstances, beeu 
the uoble baron had 60 anxiously urged? Was advised to recur to the sen^e of the people, 
tibere in 4 )ast experience, was there in any A more unfounded or a more erioneous 
prospect beXore ns, the slightest ground for statement than this, the noble earl coin 
considering ns a divided people ? Even in tended, had never been mnd^,. as must be' 
defence of tbe 'Catiiolips, and in mere jus- well known to the noble lord (Hawkesburyj 
tjee to that re«pec:table body of men, he himself. The fact was, that after certiun 
would ask tbe noble baipn, w^D were wif confldential comBiuiifcations had taken 
exertions wanted, if the threat of danger place between his majesty and bis late ser* 
required them to put them forth ? What- vants, in consequence of which a change 
Aver the diflerence of ppcnioji they tiMgbt in his majesty's councils had taken place, 
have ^’entertained' upon tlie other points, the new servants of tbe crown, betraying 
v^ere they ever back ward, wheh tbe appear- tbe trust reposed in them, bad given gar- 

« ce of a foreign enemy called for bled and ^unjust representations **io tbe 
si antf activity of their ? What- newspapers, and otherwise, of the -conf¬ 

er tbe deprivations .under w|Lcb tliey duct of their predecessotft, ond ofthecip* 
soJ^f, had they not always aonsffiered cumstances wmeh bad-pre^ed^ their die* 
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iihsb«3 from ofBce. Jn this state of thiugs, 
a ropreseiitatioii of the actual state of mat- 
t€rt, Riwi of the whole circumstances at¬ 
tendant -on them, became necessary to 
clear the characters yf the Ule ininisterfi 
froth the ablociuy with which they were thus 
unjustly luadtid. In ilmfeng this slatenient, 
thcwhad been accuseilol' bringing their 
sovereign to the bar of both houses cf piir- 
liameni. Su^^a cliarge, however, they 
dilTlIiimed. 'I’htfhminly wish was a yiiuh- 
ea^ioli of tbrirowii cujfacter, and 1 *> bring 
forward to iho bar of IxifW^jousosot parlia- 
iFient and ol tljo coiiylr^'lli(^%[^<;rs<*iis who 
had given evil aflvico to tlieir^hi^creign. 
As to the policy (fl’thoir comiuci 
Ireland, it whs nrj^ intontioii to enrpiir^ 
as that bad liccii already so ably discussed 
jby his noble fiicnd (lord C^rtnville). But 
jflhat pait yf the population ol King' 

dnms really did possess the loyally aiJiniU 
ted by the noble lord (llawk^M^ury), he 
could not help thinking that they Ify no 
means expr.-rienced a corresponding return. 
He was couviiiced the lime imistuud would 
come, when the immunities no at denied 
them would be granted. At a season so 
perilous as the present, we slrould look to 
every possible ineuns ol strengthening our 
exertions ; but U was impossible that the 
Catholics 111 irclanif could feel the same tii- 
terest in the concerns of the country till 
they partirifiatcd in all the privileges of 
their fellow subjects. 

I/Ord Erskitfe said, that it was a funda¬ 
mental principle of the coubtiiutior, ^diinb 
country, that no act rould Lc done contra* 
ry to law, and for which the persons advi¬ 
sing It were at tlic same time iiiCitled to be 
indi'iiinthed, unless such breach of law 
was occasioned by uii act of imperious ne¬ 
cessity. if this was a casg of the kind, 
Hod forbid that it should be ri sibied lor a 
inoment ! N(f man could question thei 
right of the king to dismiss his servants, or 
to dissolve the parliament. These woie 
undoubted .prerogatives, but they were 
l^anted for very distinct purpose.-*, ffhia 
mljesty saw»reason to question the conduct 
of'hit servants, he Aight dismiss them ; or, 
if he saw reason to doubt the parliament, 
he might dissolve u» and take the sense or 
their cons^tueuts as to their conduct. But 
the idw never intended that both of these 
prerogati'^ea should be exerefibd at one 
apd th9 same time; and with reference to 
each other. It was never in me contem- 
^platioa of the edhsfitution of this country, 
*cfaat parliameAt ibould be dftsolYed aiinply 


to acoomm^ate a^hangeioadmunstradon. 
Tills would be to coniidpr parliament not 
as a conlroul on conduct of governmeutt 

but as an appendage to U, to be dissolved 
and ebangt'd to suit the different aspects 
which it might Hssiiiin'. The unjustifial^ 
muusures winch might be adeg^ted, would, 
in such a view of the case, be objects of 
little consideration to tliase by whom they 
were recommended. Having by th^ iti- 
nueiice of the crown got a parliament to 
their mind, they hatT only to begin their 
'areer by un act ql'indemnity for any mea¬ 
sure wluch they might have taken against 
law, and without necessity. The arrival 
of 'such* a period, he mast consider as one 
pregiiant with danger. It might be very 
Htfjl V talk of Hppealing to the sense of the 
pcopl^fcvbat would the comtnunity think, 
howcvctv^'vijt’n informed that there were a 
nuinht.T of at the disposal of the 

Sery persons who —' 

and that there were others, ihef.ropeJty of, 
or induenced by, a nujftber ^f individuals, 
who, again, were under the influence of the 
crown } so that success was in sach an ap¬ 
peal next to certain. But, still farther, wliea 
they saw the seal of iudenvuity ready prepa¬ 
red for those who advised thetneasure, 
they not be of opinion that the periOif .vis 
most dangerous ? •If any t lung could h 1J lo 
the peril of^such a sitmttiottf.it whs 
state of things at the present moment, sc 
awiul, so iiupi'eicdcnted us it must 
jiutiec! to be. The only way u 

'ueiu, to inisuie confidence 
troin^iie public, was ior the government to 
shew itself prudent, and for ptriuiincrFL to 
stiew itself igdc'pendcnt. That fhfuse 
could do much to effect this object. No 
person could disstflve them. They had 
if ill their ])ower 6y a single vote to check 
such an evil. To* protect at once the 
crown and the people, and to iiiakt ilicin- 
selves beloved and esteemed. Their lord- 
ships might, by a single vote, shew that 
they held a balance between (uc king and 
the people; and might say to the noble 
lord, ‘‘ You advised the Wiig to dissolve 
Plio parliament, aud if you bavcsuici cione&n 
illegal act, foi» which you bed no necessity 
hui, the dissolutioD of p'arlTvinYent, wc will 
no^grant you ai^indemnity for an a- i, thft 
only iKcessity for whicb*wH.s oi you* owls 
crciiliou,'' #A3 to the o'hfY i lu of the . 
f^estion, it bad already beet fully anti 
so often aigaed^hat he vouid nvKat pra* 
sent det^u t6eir lords! 

TBb JJmd Chancethr maiiuumcd iha( tbe * 
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proper qoestioo now beAre the bouse was, mitted» was necessary for tbe country. He 
whether it was a|right thing in ifainisters to had no Ijesitation in declaring it as hisopi- 
advise his majesty to nass the order in nion, that tbe present was as firm and tU 
council ? Though ministen might be gorous as the late administration. It was 
blameable in advising the dissolution of his wish to render it as Hrm and vigorous 
parliament, still the house was bound to as possible; end wiAi this view,-he had no 
give them indemnity for the act now al- liesiution in acknowledging, that he was 
faded to, if it could be vindicated. It was probably one crTItTie must strenuous ad- 
not fmr by a si<hi-wind to come at a qucs* visers ot‘ his majesty to the dissolution of 
tion^which he, for one, was ready to discuss parliament. [listlurdshin^)ntended that 
and* to vindicate opeuly and fairly. l.ei so far were the acts oU^rliament agCUist 
the noble lord come* forward with a s]>(*cial Roman Cathohcs, ffplnbeing calculaied^t* 
' motioo and charge ou^ the subject of the exclude them tofulhe pale ul the British 
dissolution of parliament, and he shoufd Constiiutio^^e only way to secure Uiat 
be ready to answer it. The noble qnd consUtu^itm both to'ihem and to every 
learned lord, while he admitted the excel- otb|tf*ffas8 of subjects sn the country was 
lence of the British constitution, did uot do maintain these acts^ Toleration and 
seem inclined to trust either the elfctojis' power were very different. The British 
or the elected. It was to tha^ tWtTse, constituticni gave toleration to every class 
which could iv>t be affected b/the di$- of its subjects; but the very nature of tbe 
solution, that he seem»d><look. They thing rendered it necessary that that power 
—jcffrffid from them his* should be vested where it was most eal« 
lordship agsmed to expect a redress of all culaj^ed to produce and to preserve the 
tbe evils he spppo^d to exist. He desired good of the wliule. If persons who by re* 
of tbe noble and learned lord to look to (using to quality themselves for offices of 
the year 180€, when parliament had been power and trust, had still complete toIe<<> 
fornoerly dissolved; there had then been no ration allowed them, they had the benefits 
embarrassing circumstances to render the of the British coiistiiutioii. With what 
dissolution necessary; there had been no consistency, however, he would ask, could 
votes of either bouse, which indicated a the noble lord stop with the officers of the 
wish to impede tbe measures of govern- army and navy? whyashould not the im-. 
mebt; yet thyt nunistry, of which the tioblc muiilty extend to the lawyer also, and to 
and learned lord formed a parf. bad chosen every officer in the civil government of the 
to advise a dissolution of parliament. He country? Granting all that the most sea- 
wished to Hliowin what respect the present lous friends to Catholic emancipation could 
ainis^^were more to blame for having desire, he was convinced would not pro* 
recourse to such a measure, than the* late duce 'unanimity in tlia country. At all 
miaisters bad been. The enquiry into events, little would be gained if, in coiw 
whu^i the late ministers had tbreed the two ciliutiiig tl e Catholics, government should 
bouses of parliament, he considered the lose tlie veneration of the Protestants, 
most unconstitutional proceeding in which Lord Carys/mi contended, that tbe order 
that house had ever bden engaged. The of council wA a violation of the law end 
permission of his majesty to bring forward the constitutfoii, springing out of an ucl as 
this statement, so far from mending the ill judged us it was unnecessary, meaning 
matter, made it inffiiitely worse. It was tiiui exercise of the prerogative in the dis- 
usiug his*majestv’s own permission to drag sojuLioii of the lute parliament, which mw 
bixn to tlie bar of parliament. Such per- nisters so unlortunately, in his opinion, ad¬ 
mission oughtHiever to have been asked, vised. Jt was a dangerous cioctrine* bia 
and never to Ihtve been acted on. l^Itsma- lordship observed, to hold uj^ the plea^ 
jest's conduct, however, had in cuiw necessity for that dissolution: he was ex- 
i^quencebeen made a subject of enquiry in ccedingly apprehensive tl^t tlie precedent 
both bouses of parliament, in a manner might lead hereafter to resulU desiructUe 
which bad never formerly been witnessed ; of the people's rights ; and in such a 
and nothing, be presumea, cAuld more too, that even the authors of it might iK>tlS\ 
natural than, after such a discussion, to able to avSrt the consequences. It was 
iobmittbe subject to the sense of the coun- giving such an enormous additioio to tUq 
|ry, wbiie tbe circumstances fresh ili power of iHe crown, already too much in-*; 
Uie recolleAion of the ^oplA A firm creased, as might eventually bring this 
> and vigorous admioisfiation, ^Iwas ad- country into ib complete aubjection tq tbn* 
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minister of the day, as any of the Barbary to understand from bim that the wordy 
Stales. Taking a view of the causes whu h contest was now over, ai4I that tbe mem« 
gave rise to the late change, hU lordship iwrs of that house #were at length to think 
observed, that lord Bacon had said that to of something besides debating. Noble lords 
leed on men from hoge to hope, and still talked of lour millions of Catholics, whose 
them from despair, was tbe sign of claims were to be grunled : but did they 
a great" statesman. diderent recollect, that there were otbor iubabitauta 

were ideas of the Resent ministers, of Ireland, to whom the priiposed measurea 
The nobl^^ndlearned lord would employ might be disagreeable aucAlisgusting 7 He 
Roman Caihtml^ieithef in civil nor mili- spoke as ui Irishman and as a I'rotestaat. It 
tary affairs ; • he'^oJ.d exclude them from would be an act of thcbgreaiest baseness to 
the service of the state^either by council or desert the Protestants of Ireland* With 
arms. The noble and l^i^ed lord seemed respect to the late dissolution, what was the 
also to forget rliat w£ paaserf’a'^:U aniuiuily cause of the previous one ? Was there no 
dispensing with those very statulu? ^ich trick, no arrangement, no influence in the 
the noble and learned loi d reckoned s?W- elections then ? He would name Hamp- 
lerial a part of oua constitution. Patnoiii' ^shire'; but he could speak more particularly 
reaU not bigoted prejudices, had ■ pro- TfrJCjif^county of Wexford. At this moment 
duced the Uevulution, antf our ancestors of pubff.tduuger, public men'ought to sus- 
sent down to their posteniy a great rxam- peudihrir bickerings, to unite their efforts to 
pie ofgiving liberty of conscience upon con- save G r eeks, 

stitutional expediency; and ail tliat had ever disputing on matters of lailS^*WRf 
been conceded to the Catholics of lidlaud, enemy at their gates. 

had been well deserved; for, to ilie present Lord HoliaRd coushtered* the present 
hour, no part nor portion of his majesty’s crisis as pregnant with the greatest dangers; 
subjects magfimiimoiisly opposed the in* but he did not express himself so from tear, 
roads of a foreign enemy. The noble lord but from acouscieiitiouaness of our having 
vindicated the wisdom and policy of the in- great exertions to make. He spoke not as a 
tended measure that was to have permitted person having any particular local feeling 
them to enjoy promotion to the state, end or interest, but as feeling an equivalent in. 
be deplored its faflure. H? sln’wed The tcrest for every jikrt of the kingdom. The 
interest that the Catholics <>t Ireland had imputation ef personal factious motives, 
in a polilidal union with the empire at at such a crisis, was beneath any senator in . 
large, uiid he thought it hard that lour mil- that house to answer, or to aUgjmpt to Viu- 
lions of loyal persons should be deprived du ate himself from. Such grov^ing sen* 
of that common interest with the i;pst ut tiinenis he disdained to notice. Iot noble 
their fellow subjects, which Iti common secreTary of state had admitted tbe 
with them they were entitled to'. When lie dissolution as entering iuto*the ^iies^ 
reflected on the late dissolution, and on the tion of the propriety of the conduct of 
principle that actuated it, namely, to add the ministers. He had stated, that the 
vigour to tlm new administrui^on, he depre- American vessels ^ould not come but 5y in* 
cated it, nut merely tor m^2clng the must diligence. But, was not all tbe money so 
unjust sacrifices, but because it attacked raised, raised contrary to law ? The raising 
tbe very vitals of the constitution. ' of this money under such circumstances^ 

The Earl of L'mtrick wished to know foreseen by ministers when they projected 
what was that unc^scribed something eo the dissolution, was, under all its conse* 
often alluded to, but not openly spoken quences, a very important ^consideration; 
<fUt by the noble lord (Grenville) ? Did he and such practices were aqgpng tbe chief 
mSan tliat we should now go to the Catho- causes of tbe glorious battles fought for tbe 
lies in formd pauperis ? should confess that country, in tbe reign of Charles 1., in par- 
what we bad revised to them when our liament. It ilVas not gae^ply to rescue us ‘ 
enemy was in the east, we were then wrong from enormous taxation, that such practicef 
in withholding, and were ready to grant wese opposedi it was to preserve the 
now Be was returning to the west; and that constitution of king, lorcTs, and commons : 
we were now ready to hug the Clitbolics to it was, in faiA, to insure the sitting of 
our boSBms, and to grant all that we bad liament. He then proceeded to combat 
lately refused ? ^Did the noble lord wish the argisoinfKef the noble %nd *learM4 
^this f Did he renUy think s^cb a conduct lord, iji wour of the necessity of the disso- , 
would do good f He was happy, however, lutiou,upo& which be animadverted warmly* 

^ . % • 
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why pai'lianipnt should not grant-/ It was 
asked whether we should beg tlie Catholics 
lo help us ? Certainly we ought not to g0 
rnforwd pavpith to a tbreigii state ; but tfccte' 
was no loss of dignity in redressing 
grievances at home; iw making few 
sacridvcb lo milliomrof Catholic fcHoW'Sub*' 
Jects, by icstofing them to their jisSC rights^ 
Me reprobated and abhorred ibu i^'toleiancb 
ot saying that the^'gates o^d^oucession were 
liiially shut, or that th|/aense of parliament 
was (IcHintively prpsiounced. lie certainly 
siiould not selotf Mr. Pitt's conduct cun-^ 
Cfriiing this question us a’ chief topic on 


'^hat noble and learned lord, be believed 
irom all he bad Hbard, was, in tbe practice of 
the Jaw, very learned ;«but as a constitu¬ 
tional lawer, and a statesman, tliere was no 
unlearned peer in that house whose opinion 
ho would not as soon take; no unlearned 
flnglisbmanf or foreigner, whom he would 
not as sooiq cyjpsult on the subject of our 
constitution* ch perversion of facts, 
ouch misrepresentation of statements, and 
of Che whole constitutional history of the 
i^untry, be had never beard, as frinii the 
noble and learned lord.^'l'heiiicoiiveniunee 
of outstepping the law of the land, In raising 


itnoney^ was one of the many inconvenien- w bi^ to enlaige in praise of that person* 
cee, and one of tbe charges coiibpqucnt upon BpKit was certain he always seemed tolook 
the recent dissolution. Did the uobl^ m the subject as one aespecting which ^ 
lords opposite mean to say, that favourable opportunity would arrive. It 

called improper conduct of minor'u I was not true, 4hat noble lordi on his aide 
ties in both bhuses of parliament, was a I tbe house had urged on this question* Ko': 
sufficient ra asog (q flhn!j»K*Tnature dissolu-1 the circumstances of the times had urged it, 
•'"asdr rvas it a sufficient reason that aj the improved state of knowledge in Ireland 
strong minority disapproved of tbe manner I had urged it, the rapid successes of the 
of their coming inVo office I But he would I French bad urged it, on the bouse and-on the 
tell these noble lords, who were no friends I country. He bad less means of knowing 
to a reform in the representation of the peo-1 the views of Mr. Pitt than many others ; 
pie, of which reform the noble lord took I but be had that respect for his memory and 
care to declare himself an enemy, but to I his understanding, that he thought, were 
which he (Lord Holland) had been and the now alive, he would be found among the 
still was, with certain qualifications, alsiij^porters of it. He readily agreed, that^ 
friend' that such measures tended greatly I in uiir rircumstancesV church and state 
to degrade *pbrliamrnt in tlieseyes of the I should be united together: but he saw no 
country. He thought this consequence too I reason to decline staling his opfnion that tbe 
plain to denied. It was impossible to I conatituttun of England did iiotdepend upon 
widers^d tbe kiag% speech but as an ap- I uiiy form of religion whatever.' Prom what 
peal 6n tbe Catholic question, as it was I sources did the great defenders of our con- 
called. *11)6 noble and leained lord had jstitution draw their lights ? Was there not 
grawtly told tbe house that it was necessary I a constitution in this country even before 
io carry the dissolution immjdiately. Why ? I the Refemnation > Was there none before 
Because four or five days mon: might liave I the test and corporation acts ? How, then, 
spoiled all tbe hopes* u>f ministers from I could tliese (ids belong essentially to tbe 
the ** recent events,"^ and liave di!stro)'ed constitution ^ No ; they were not declai* 
ail tbe good effects'of tlie garbled ex-jratory, but merely enacting statutes, which 
trselafrom confidential papers. This was,4 the wisdom aud justice of parliament might 
tralyi ndeesaity; out it was necessitV/or the I repeal at pleasure. Was the test act any 
nHnisten^ not for theconntry. If parlia- part of the reformation ? Did tbe- noble 
ment did not gpeedily put an extinguisber and learned lord know that it was a bnach 
imB tbedoctrjpes cOBtamed in tbe speeches I of tlie declaration of Ureda } of that pro* 
noble lofd respecting tbe impracth. jclamation promising complele liberty of 
calulity of carrying a ibeasare bti wbM par-1 conscience,- which thaf profiigate monaacb* 
liameot bad nqt pronounced; should jCbarles II. violated? The test wax not 
^hpvfliy coma, after repellii^ tbe'enemy^j passed in Irelaud till several years after the 
4 litcussion of a daa|er second only to | accession of king Wtlliaim though repealed 


Jhat. There never was a speech mdre cal¬ 
cinated to beal doands thaistbltt of his noble 
ihead. , Far- from exciting a^tations, he 
ha^ stated that be ahottldoaltSd^ Catho- 
lies not to press tfaalr'olaims.. they 

didootpreUi was that aaufficlhit‘reason 


there for several years'pant, and tbe%xclu» 
sive claiiSesgahist thsrGatbolwi of-Ireland 
were directly against tfawtraa^ ofliinerick ; 
buti to be told that these werwtiad to tba 
act of onion Llet nobio ^rds look to the 
ftintsr aad see Ixnr gmslyl UMy wete^peie 



vett^. Th6 floble and Idarned lard bad ■episcopacy'tfaere, kud let Ibere be but one 
tatted of the uaiou with Gotland aecurin]^ religion, at well at but one parliament f 
tboie laws. The Tories at thaftime did, in- He had nevfcr heaA of the fe*w bishops in 
deed, try to introduce a clause* for main- Scotland doing any harm to the estabUsli- 
tai}K<^tite-tett, into th"^.articles, the eutl of oietit of the country. It had been asked, 
Notirnglbam making the mbtton-;'but it were the Protestants of IrtUod to be dis¬ 
mal refold, by a great bnjority. These gusted f It was not a churcl^T-Kngland, a 
Were strane perversions of the doctrine of Protestant, nura Chrisiiaii,,|S!tLxini, to be rlis- 
eburcb an^8td^, whichavas so difierently gusted atlbeacquisitionofrights, byour fel-; 
rkpreseoted by dinVenl persons, hut which low subjects. If it be safe to do it, it ought 
the learned lord thought so'simple. He to gladden every Protestant heart. Therd ' 
had been told, when hh drst ktteutively were degrees of peij^ecution, but these were 
turned his mind to this subject, to look at not to ^''e&tindated like the obtainable 
bishop WarbuTton, who was described as possession of freehold or other franchises, , 
Unanswerable. He •had not a very high by any act of special pleading. This emi* 
Vuneration f6r bishop Warburtoii; but liei nent country, which had produced such ^ 
found that hd laid down his principles in a gf.eat ornaments of the human race, ought 
much broader and more statesmanlike man- not to p^^petuate a system Umt other na* 
nUr than the hoble and learned lord. He tidns had discarded from Us narrowness, 
says, it is not'tbe tenets, but the opinion ol Was it no privation, no injury to a man, to 
the gredt majority of Chb people that lays thut up to bint path uf 
the foundation of this klliance : and lebtiie arts, inarms, and in councils ? His lord- 
learned lord apply this to Ireland, and-to ship here quoted thesty^ng liyiguageof thd 
Scotland. Would hd'revive in the last-men- house of lords in the conference of the 8tb 
tloned country the horrors suffered there of January 170^, whicii stated, ** that no¬ 
lo the attempt to force episcopacy'on the thing but a crime should incapacitate an 
people I He could not think himself an Englishman from serving his country.*' 
eaettiy to the church of England ib staling Lord Sidmevth observed, that the slate- 
the result of his reflections on this subject, ment which had been made on this subject by 
which were those df the revolutionists t>f hismiyesty’siiiioisters,wa86oclear,tbaton]v 
l688,andofthatexceUehtprinceWilliamnr. one point tfhiained to be e^j^lained, And 
The learned Ibrd's words were pretty nearly that was^ why the duties levied by the 
whit was said formerly against the Scottish order of council were bigKer.tban those.le- * 
Presbyterians : But there was no con^ti. vied by the expired acts. Hollowed that 
tution before all this." What! none iq Ed- the law had been infnnged,undcunSb^pently 
ward the third's time, when the treason laws that immaterial'inconvenience had been in- 
were passed f To be sure the learned lord curred. Was the order of council a measure 
had not appeared to like those laws very of political nkcj^sity, which it would^ave 
much. Lord Clarendon, who was a very been criminal in ihifiisters nut to advise 
cmlment man, but not alwaysi^enUghtened, his majesty to adop^t He thought it was. At 
nor always just, had said tbat^be church of iHbsame'timf, it was perfectly fair in those 
England could never be safe, if the Pres- who disapproved of the dissolution, to tell 
bytertan form was established in Scotland, ministers that they hod put themselves into 
Acco¥diiigly,episcopacyniustbee8iab]ished a situation, in which they were cyinpelled 
inScorlatid, and tha^ was attempted by acts to break the law, and that therefore they 
asimd as any of those of the Inquisition, must abide by the consequences of their ill 
itiey had recourse fur that purpose to tor- advice to his majesty to dissolve parlia- 
ture. But did they succeed? Mark the: ment. Every faculty andl^nergy of the' ! 
Conclusion. Head tfie history of Scotland, i Cbuntiy ought to be called forth in this 
and then suppose the union passed, estu-: momentoua crims; but nothing could give 
|>liBhing episcopacy in that country, and the' him greater alarm than fb ^ such concei- 
king overruled by tlie sophisticated law of! sions granted tokbe Catholics at seemed to 
hiy lord ClaYendon. What would haVelbe recommended by his *noble friend who 
been the state of Scotland now ?^But then,: fiad just sat^down. He contended that it . 
sheuld wfhestablish the Catboliesjn‘Ireland^ ugis untrue to say we were a diviled peo- 
Td that he would say, that we might, if the pie. He A a4 posed the cathuhe 
paseweresiiuilaYiotbatof S^tlaud. Let sure, beAuae he thought it pfcgnant with . 
the learned lord what he thkiks of the the utmM danger tp ihv cuiistitution ; ^ 
case of Scqlland^ Vl^ did he propose' for, coflupl^y from hik 
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irtPiid on this su^^ct, lie ovvii^d thut he 
had always unde^slood that ProtesUntism 
and civil liberty were a^instparable as po¬ 
pery and civil liberty w'ere ini-oinpalible. 
This country ntust have an established 
church, il it wibhed lo pre.«erv6 religion 
and morals' niul wh t church was prel'er- 
abie lo the l*r*tr;c.*bUnt? 

Lord Redesdale was adverse lo ajiy fur- 
tber*conce«si(ins lo the Irish Cdlholir^;, not 
so much on account of the objiction he cn- 
tArtained against the Catholic rehgioti, as 
because there were certain politu al opinions 
, which these Catholics held to be reli^ 
'i'hese opinions they adopceil in conse¬ 
quence ol their alliance will) a hilling poli¬ 
tical party in Irelund, and to (he mijiience 
oflliat pally,mighl be attributevl ^!J iliedis 
turbances whit^ liatl so long n^iitaltd ire- 
land, und also all thcr difficulties v hie 
iti Av;iy of a (tfiTTplele toiicilialion 
or"the"UatIu)lics. Between the Caiholies 
of Ireland and iliose of this country, ihei 
did, the nol^e bird observed, exist a nia* 
terial diflference in this respect. But he 
was sorry to perctivc that of late years the 
English Catholics seemed to h.tve adopted 
too much of the political characU r of the 
Ifisli Catholics, notwithstanding the pru¬ 
dent and laudable resistance of some o 
their leaders. As the best means of more 
closely cementing the conueclion beCwc.ei 
Ireland and this country, the noble ion 
earnestly recoin mended the speedy adop¬ 
tion qf^ome measures lo strengthen the 
Protestant establishment in IreUinV 
he though^ in a very precarious state at pn - 
sent. The ditlcreiice between the Catholic 
religion in the twocuunlricshe conceived ti 
,be tills, that in Englutid it was felt to be a 
tolerated religion, while ia Ireland it was 
the rival of the E»taUisbcd churcli. 

lilt Earl of JiucUnghamahirc, in rising 
£0 late an hour, said, that be fell the ne* 
•cessity of apologizing fur trespassing upon 
the patleoae of the house; but the liiiex- 
.pected turn niiicb the debate had taken, 
and the obscf.’ations that had been made 
4 ipon the sentiments he bad delivered oi>a 
former occusioii, rendere^l it impossible 
for him to dLcharge hie duty by a silent 
M-ote. I'he subject to ^liicti their |ord- 
ships* attention had principalty beenidireal- 
ed, had luile connertiun ^itb the real 
^fuestion, viz, “ The Act of InSeinuily^:'' he 
sliouldf hoviever, so far to it as to 

^l^clare Uiuf, in biji^inion, thl ministers 
had made out their case, and t^bsequeotly 
thaj the proposcd^bili should have(^||^9up- 


port.'^lji that part of the noble bafon’8(lord 
Grenville) speech, in which he had again 
brought the ^ubject of Catholic Emancipa¬ 
tion under the consideration of the hou^e, 
with that birciigth of* expression so pei^^Kar 
to his lordship, he had reprobated^^ idea, 
in a fret' counir);rof shultiug the dowr^ainst 
theclaiiiigofunyof his majesty's streets, and 
lie had charged hpn, as vv^ a8<-5ther noble, 
lords, with having held the language of per¬ 
petual exclusion. Eroin that charge the noble 
earUaid he felt it necessary to vindicate him- 
seir. lie had spoken his sentiments under 
the impressions of bis mind, uccording to 
hi^resent view of the question ; impres- 
.SioLis which, he was ready to acknowledge, 
wcvt; sulficiently stron/f to induce him to 
apprehend, that he might not see the day 
wiieii lie should be euuhled to change them; 
hut the arrogance of assuming a political 
loresight to the extent of saying ** the time 
iiL'vpr would cuiiie," was not justly imputa- 
l)le tii him. The noble earl said, he would 
shortly advert to what hud fallen from b^m 
upon the motion foratnendiug the Address, 
as lie hud lieen so purtu ularly alluded to 
by the noble barou. Upon that occasion, 
ih referring to the charge that hud been ul- 
ledged against his majesty's ministers, of 
having, for elcctionerriiig purposes, exci¬ 
ted tile cry of “ no popery," he had neither 
attempted to exculpate them from the im¬ 
putation, nor had he concurred with those 
by whom the charge was brought forward, 
lie had stated it as his opinion, that other 
circumstances had occurred, so obviously 
calculated to produce a general discussion 
of the Catholic question, that it was not 
necessary to look beyond them for the pub¬ 
lic fi'< ling that hud been manifested.— I'hc 
attention ot^pariiamciit, und of the nation 
at large, haifbeen drawn to that question by 
the cxplauutiou his majesty's late ministers 
'*ad ihonght it thiir duty lo give, of the 
ddrert'iices that had led to their removal 
from (<nice. By that explanation il appear¬ 
ed, that ih^re vvas> party in* this country, 
composed of individuals highjy lespectuble 
for their property, ci.uiacter, undabilities, 
who were determined lo exert every iu- 
dutnee they possessed for the purpose of 
jbtaining the repeal of those laws by which 
he Catholics were restrained from .holding 
certain {^.uces civil and military, as well 
the capacity of sitting in padiamept; 
and that, in cunfomiity to the opinion en¬ 
tertained by these distinguished persons, a 
large mujorify of tlv? king'j^ late ministeis 
hid represented tobii ma^8iy^**That,ui the 
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evetit o?lheir continuance in otficej they 

muRt hot be understood as being restrain- 

ed from eubmittingt from time to time, 
** ^ bis niujestyV dec|pion, such measures 
“ Ireland, as the course ot cir* 

“ C1L^^bbces should appear to require 
or, jvords, that fteir system for 

the governy^nt of Ireland would be found¬ 
ed on the jjnnc^ple of further concessions 
to the Catholics. 'With such a Bysiem, thus 
openly avowed, attended by comimiuica* 
tion», intimating to the people'of this coun¬ 
try that it was directly ul variance wiUi tlte 
sentiments of his majesty, was it possible, 
the noble earl asked, ^hat the public mind 
should not be agitated with Uie Catholic 
question? He sliould not however regret 
that discussion, because the irti vantage that 
resulted from it appeared to linn of con^ 
sidlTuble importance. The sense of the 
people of England being now known u|u)n ; 
this question, the couscientiotis ohligatltiiis 
of duty'by which his majesty was actuated, 
would not now be Consideied as the exclu- i 
sivc obstacle to what is called Catlmlic 
emancipation.’* The rejection of the Ca¬ 
tholic petition by the Irish house of com¬ 
mons in l/p2, followed, as it had been, 
by the act of the succeeding yt^r, was ad¬ 
duced by the noble bfron, as an instance uf 
the little reliance that was to be placed 
upon any dAerminatioii that might be 
taken upmi such a subject; and he had 
been pleased to cnii that measure ** a hasty 
decision.** The noble earl said, he cpuld 
not hear a reflection upon the Iri.sh parlia¬ 
ment without rising in its vindication. He 
had witnessed Its proceedings Ironi 1778 
to 1794 , and he would venture to assert that 
110 public assembly everpursued^he substwn- 
tial interests of the people with wore assidui¬ 
ty, ability, and success, than the Irish parlia¬ 
ment had dune during that period ; nor had 
any country within the same time, and with 
the same means, risqp to a higher pitch of 
wealth and prosperity: but whilst, with 
thl^ energy which real patriotisfh inspired, 
the Members the ^rish parliament were 
urging their claims to a free trade, and an 
independent legislature, the situation of 
their Catholic fellow subjects was not over¬ 
looked,—many, if not all, of the most se¬ 
vere restrictions of the penal co^ having 
been repealed.—The noble earl swd, this 
brought l!!m mora particularly to the cir- 
camstance mehtiboefd *by the noble baron, 
li was true, he' tA>s'4rved, the Irish 
house of comChddk? determined to marlf, 
in the Btrohgeii liiatmer^Aeir opinion ym 
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the application of the Caihhlics for the ex¬ 
tension of the elective franchise, had, in 
2 , rejected their petition by a . 
great niajurily. It was conceived by the 
.members of the Irish liouse of commons 
at that tinie,«^gentlenieri fully*capable of 
understanding, and thorougjhl^disposcd i« . 
pursue, the interests of llieir country,— 
that an acquiescence in the prayer of Hiat 
petition would be productive of conse¬ 
quences the most fatal to the peace and 
happiness of ]relan<4. Unforiunaiely, how¬ 
ever, for those who entertained that opi-. 
nion, an influence prevailed in the British 
cabinet, sulTicieiitly poweiful to connteract 
it,—7'lie Catholics, having failed in their 
appeal to their own parliuiTUMit, sought re¬ 
lief from flic* bands f»f the English govern¬ 
ment. i hev elected their rlpreseinatives, 
they prepaicd tliir.*q)etition, aiick the dele- ^ 
g;iifs from their body were <lispaft'?feh to 
London, and were received by his ma¬ 
jesty’s niinistersiii a inanfft?rwhh;h. strength-, 
etu'd by the musteordia! assu ranees of sup- 
i portf left no doubt upon their rnmiis, of ulti¬ 
mate succcbs.—Under these circniMalances, 
the alarm and irntalioii of the Protestanto. 
gentlemen of Ireland was indescribable. 
They were perfectly alive to the danger of 
acceding to the e.xpectations uf the Catix)- 
lics; but they fell their conti&tfnce in the., 
support of the British government, in the 
event of a struggle for polities^power, ko 
far weak(;^ned as to render the too 

precariousto be hazarded. Tiil^**were 
sensibleTIiaFsomething more thai^defercn^ce 
was due to the authority of the miniyers 
of the empire, %pon such a subject; they 
saw the necessity of compromise; ,and the 
ac^nf I79^t iu which they sought to con¬ 
ciliate their Catholic^cuuntrymen by the 
most, liberal and extensive indulgences, was 
fhe consequence.—The satisfaction, how¬ 
ever, of the Catholics, for the libefality of 
tiial act, in which every thing that had' 
been asked by them had beei^ granted, waa . 
not of long duration; the ini9uence which ' 
had operated upon the British ministry 
continued its activity, and a moRt respect¬ 
able nobleman (lord FitzvlUi&tn) was sent 
over to Ireland under impressions respect-* 
tug the policy do 8e adoptgd in that egun- 
try, the dtBclo3Ui;e of which had created 
the greatest ararm.—Does the noble* baron 
behove tliat the Protestant gentleman thpn . 
censideredgfli^Ttijection of tht Catholic., 
bill a hoBty decision?*’ The . 

noble earE||id, he cou^ assure him,* a 
very differedftntimeut prevailed: it waa 
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ilttdent that they had ninrd nothing by all 
the concefiBioiis tliat nad been made, but 
' that, on the' contrary*, they had given 
power to men «b<>| tf might naturally 
have been expected, were using it with a 
view to further acquisition. Much as had 
been dune by' the act of 1793* the state and 
the parliamen't^fiqd been preserved in the 
hands <^.the Protestanis.-*lt requir^ed no 
';g]^at sagacity to foresee that the measures 
proposed by lord Filzwilliani would have 
‘trhnsfeired the whole^ authority of the 
country into the bands of the Catholics: 
and, cwith such a r4>nvictton on tlie minds 
of those who were likel}' to constitute a 
majority in the Irish parliament, accom- 
panted by a declared resolution to resist 
ahe proposition of the government, it was 
judged adviseatje to recall lord Fitzwilliam: 
jbut the mi^hief had unWpily been done. 

disappuifted and inflamed,* 
were clamorous in their language, and vio* 
lent in their qondup^; and when so large a 
.proportion of the population of the coun¬ 
try was in such a state, it was not difficult 
lor the jacobins of every persuasion to avail 
themselves of it, for the purpose of per- 
Acting that system of rebellion which they 
had lung meditated, and which, though 
j^inating in Jacobinical principles, revived 
in ils pfdgr^ajt aU the gncieqt sources of 
/discora^'gnd, previous to its termination, 

' was not'to' bd distinguished from the san¬ 
guinary cdhfesU ip which the Protestants 
and Pgpfsts had formerly beeq opposed to 
each otbctr.—-When the rebellic^'^M^ss sup¬ 
pressed, tire ^bject of a legislative union 
was '-brought under the 'qiusideration of 
his maesty's ministers, it being m^dent 
that the connection '‘Wween the two 
kingdoms could not be maintiyned without 
a niaterial alteration ^n the system, llte 
' tSminion of Ihe Ca(faplica iiitg theij 
Irish pafliament was deemed wholly ip. 
Compatible with the prc^rvgtion of the 
Promst^t establishmenr, ^d tjieir ejclu- 
Uon from it ribt favourable tQ i^e 
' trAuquilfity. ^nder this impression, it ap- 
' ^a.ted lo many persons of consideratipb, 

I that h" par^amentatM unioiv furqishe<i tl^e, 


pd^ meanik by Cmicb Ireland cquld 
| 0 <irerned c'obsiitently with the prmckdait 
' dfe^Briiish. cptistitutionj ^ 

'' rf4*lt«volu0on, ifr copccjyed, 

fat Catbplivs, thpi^h iy>t, rfl\av^ 

exiMinj^ di84b^I^^f^l«ht pdwi|^lo^di 


might be disposed to attribute tkt cperi- 
ration of local passions and preindicea; 
and when, by the abolition o( the cloat 
borough^, and the eflcct of a popular rcpre*. 
aentatiOD, they miglh expect,to. obtaip^ 
influence upon the members from their own 
country, fully adequate iotbepr^Wl^OOf 
their pcrsops and property, and 4fie sacur 
rity of theit interjefts, in yha*™r shape 
they might be brought before parliament. 
In this opinion, the noble earl said he hgd 
concurred, and upon being consulted by 
Mr. Pitt, had expressed himself to that,ef¬ 
fect,/With referencfl tp that part of the 
noble baron's speech, «i w^M^h he had in¬ 
timated to their lordsh^s his conviction 
that no pledge had beat given to the Ga- 
Iholics, by Mr, Put, the noble eail said h.e 
was enabled to add his own testimony. Me 
bad been called upon by him with othflr 
persons belonging to the parliament of both 
I'counlries to prepare, under bis instruc^ 
iions, the articles constituting the baaU of 
the Union. He could confidently assure 
the bouse, that, so far from auy pledge to 
ihc Catholics being in contemplation at 
that time, the subject was not even intrOr 
duced a> a topic for discussion; and bp 
would add that, if Catholic emancipation, 
aril is called, had been considered as a 
necessary consequence of the measure, 
that be, as *^ll ^ many of its warmest ad: 
vocatea* would certainly have opposed it. 
He would ask whether any member of hia 
majesty’s government bad ventured lo 
state^in the parliament of either country, 
that such a consequence was likely to 
follow from the Union ?-^He would put it 
to the uoble bargn, whether the confiden¬ 
tial servants of the king bad prepared hit 
mind for suep q result?. How, iben^ copjd 
it be supposed ihaj Mr- Pitt had held out 
speh an expectation to tbe*Gafholics ? The 
noble eqrianid|hg wtaso much BSiUfied to 
(be contrary , aqd h^ was called upon by 
(be respeptj be bore lo * memory 

lo say 80 , ^t M was, p^auaded, his s«t>- 
seqqent conduct* tJpoo ih** 
govern^ by cous,idqrijliQi», ib^ h$d not 
opgurr^ un^l qAer ibp ufiwu of ^0 
Iqtnj^s 

lcuUou.*mTiw opWit W WTntAd 

W. ^ 

SedtQ qu^iioq 

nQuIfl Mmn t 


,dar (fiei/ sftualion mu^h, it^pr^fac^ 

' dfe ,disc,UBsiob of tjjeir epneq^fj w'ps. xg) 
' confined W men^ 



lies, ^ VTWi» 

etPuTd qfw 



dtteut^D. 
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^He agited w^ib the noble l9r4 who bad I made bU. election tq ^erve fpr the latter' 
just aat down, that nothing would bet place .^ThecbaniceUor df the exchequcf 
gained by the proposed concessions; that I brought down th» following, message froos 
..diere were other objecU lurking behind,] the king: G. R. His majesty being dffc, 

ihfipitely more important in the eyes of the j ** sirous that the house called Tlie Queen’s 
Catb^cs,* and that what the uoble baron r* House at Frogmore, with certain grounds 

, ba&^w^oieoded would,^if acceded to, beT* thereto belonging and adjoining, shoultt 
prodttchJ(Mfnopermaneutadvantage«what-|“ be secured to her for her li^ 

everetfcAjn (pight have in raising the ex-p and the lives of the ^iccesses his ous- 
pectations, and adding* to the power ofl^* jesty*8 daughters, recommends it to h£i 
those, whose advocates bad never been I'* faithful commons to,enab]^ his majestr 
able to state a limit to their depiands, and I ** to grant and settle the same, in su<m 
whom there was no hope of satisfying but I manner, and #uh such provisions, m 
by the complete saori6ce of our establish- r* may most effectually accomplish the said 
ment in church and state.-^The noble carl I purpose. G. R.” Referred to a coos-* 
concluded by expressing his concern thatlmittee of the whole house. Mr. 
the noble baron should have signified an in-1 Uundas brought in a bill to enable the 
(tention of wit^rawing from parliament if] l£ast-lndia company to raise moneyXipQn 
.tlieir lordships should adberh to their former I Bond instead of increasing their capitak 
.resolution upon the Catholic question* Helstock; which w^ read ftie first time««>f« 
trusted the noble baron would not retir^ The house, on the motion of the chancelloi* 
.from the service of his country at a timej of the exchequer, resolved iUb?/mto a 
whanabtUties like biscould not be dTspen- committee of supply, to which the report 
sad with. It was a time when every man I fiom the committee flppoixfted to prepgra 
ought to be at his post; and be considered I an estimate of the charge of the pay aqd 
that of the noble lord to be his place in I clothing of the militia of Great Brinuo aud 
the bous^of peers. I Ireland was referred. The following sums 

l^rd Qrcnvilfe disclaimed ull intention | were then voted : fur extraoidinaries of tba 
of substituting a Catholic for a Protestant I army,incurred from 25th Pecember 1805, to 
eatabhshment in ^reland : no man wquld 125th December 1806', and not provided Cor 
more decidedly oppose such a proposition,]by parliament, V 93 ,710/. Os. 8d.; Army 
if it could j?osbibly be made. lextraordinm-ies for Gr&t Btitaui for the 

The ^rl of Westmorrlfini observed, tbatlyear 18Q7, 2,960,000/. 1 ditto fur Ireland 
when be was lord lieutenant of Ireland, if j 500,000/. It was also vosmk, that a'prp- 
concessions were made to the Roman I vision be made for the pay and qloihmg of 
Catholics of that country, those eonces-|tbejj|jli|j|j^Q|jSAgland and Ireladtl, and a 
sions were authorised by the king and by provSioi^or the aHowances^to serjyaoU 
the ministers of this country. As to the I majors, adjutants, and subaltern o%:ers of 
other principal point that bad been urged in I militia in GrSat Britain., Tlie house tlm 
debate, the dissolution, parliament had al. resumed, and thq report was ordered to 
ready come to a decision ton that head. Ijse received lo-morrow.—The ChmicellpK 
He should, therefore, leave fhese questions I of the Exchequer, rose to propose a 1^ 
their lordships’ consideration without any I tery or Lotteries, in which tiie tickete 
observation on Ins part.'—Xho question wul I should not exceed 100,000, at 10/. a tic* 
then put and carried in the affirmative. ] ket. There had been a suggestion made;tai 

T ■ :■ '1 ss * I the treasury, that it might have e bettec 

• VousK or COMHOVS, > I effect if the prises in tlw first.fetteries of 

« ^ AfoNi/ay, JyJif 1 j the year were to be paid in lottery 

[MivvTk8.] New writs were ordered liustead of money. Opoii tliis subject th^ 
for Doirhester, in the room of the hou, rhad come to resolution^ but hettmught 
Cn A* Cooper, who had accepted the place lit proper to Inform giommittee oi tbg 
of clerk of the ordnaqce : for Grantham in | suggestion. He thei;e|6re proposed th«h 
the Boom of hjr. T. Thorotop, who had rttfhlqrds of* the tr^suiy should be,aot)gH‘ 
accepted tl^ place q( thacle|\of the deli-||riaed to contri^t with such persona iU weiei 
tariea^f the^dpance; for Vpugha], iuthe|dispose4 it bid for a lottery or lottervm 
A>otp of lord,Bpyl^ called qp;tq the bou^ fcontaiui^ |00,000 tickeu. T^e rqio]^' 
of peerfi; and far Si- hJawresi in the room I tion waa^refed tp. • 

' ofcglouel, Slup)hy„ who Imviog been al^o I fOx^ca or *ths CouaraT*] 
letqnmd for borough qf f''lint|*had|l7^4(/5/*^dbroug.htup^isbiUfurproiQoi^ 
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Ibe plan made oh Friday, under Wh'undcr- 
'Stuiiding tfiiut it would be to be diemiftbed in 
'detail, after the introduction of the nieasure 
founded upon that exposition, lie availed 
himself of that occasioh to give' notice pfA^ 
intention of Ilia noble friend, tlf bn«g^ tor- 
ward tlie inolioii-on Friday, X " 
Mr. IViiithrad, though deeirojus^f being 
prcbcnfat all the singes of srf irn^orlant a 
question, did not feel disposed to'ubject to 
the course proposed by the right bon. gent, 
'Hut be begged leave to submit, whether tlic 
proposition of tAe rfoblb h)r(l might not be 
made on Friday; and the discussion upon it 
adjourned to I he Wednesday fblirtwing. 

Lord Hotekk expressed his entire ucf|ui- 
escence in the arrangement proposed by the 
right bon. gent, 'and declared hiinselt per¬ 
sonally obliged to liim for his early comhih- 
nicatioii to him df tbb intention ot the noble 
iord, respectingihc important motion which 
he wai to iiiako ’op Finlay. He wished to' 
i)e informed, whether, as there vas eVtiry 
appearance bfe'rtgagcinents having been en¬ 
tered into with foreign powers, u was like¬ 
ly that any coinniunic.iiion would be niadc 
to the house on llic sulyect of tuch engage- 
inrnis at an f'arly day ? 'I his qOesiion he 
put, beransc hft thought it important that 
the house should have soeic information up¬ 
on the subject, but li the right hon. gentJe. 
inenop]M)site should consider it incompatible 
with their sense ofpublicduty togiv^ an an¬ 
swer, lie should not press the matter further. 

Mr. Secretary Cantthg replied, that un¬ 
doubtedly certain engagements had been en¬ 
tered into with tbrei^n powers, and that it 
had been the tnteutioii of his iniyesty*s mi¬ 
nivers not to sufibr parliament to separate 
without making a dbmmiinication upon the 
subject. TneS engagements had, however, 
been contiugenr, and ministers had thought 
1 ^ better to defer That communication for 
a short time, in order to ascertain whether 
the,contingency upon which the engage¬ 
ments depended would taVe place. It never 
likd been Ihtv intention of his niajestyV' 
government to suffer the presenksession ih 
elapse, without making a communication 
to parliament; knd he hod reason to think, 
that early in the next week, be should have 
the authority of his majesty to make a com«^ 
itiunication on that subject to the houB%, 
[Roman^atuolicCollkge at May- 
NooTH.] Mr.Fesfer said, that with Inspect 
to the grant *to' the'Roman Catholic semi¬ 
nary at Maydooth he had notice that' 
hh ^ould niovS fbr the mpdidiry grant *of 
gOOO/. ;but ndtthenthinkingthi^etlHi'tional 


iW encouraging f ndustry amongbt the La- 
teuring Classes, and for the better Regula¬ 
tion and Relief of the Necessitous I’oor; 
which was read a first tini^. On the ques¬ 
tion that the bill be read a second time, he 
expressed his regret that he should not be 
able to bring^forward the second reading 
Oinihe day ohSf-^jeh he had at first pro- 
peaed, because he felt himself in the same 
^uatioii with several other hon. members, 
tlho wotdd beobliged^to attend their duties 
as00011117 gentlemen, at the Quarter Ses¬ 
sions and at the Assi2cs. Reing upon hislegs, 
be wished to take that opportunity of ad¬ 
verting to the very alarming sitmitiun of 
public afiairs, and putting a question to the 
fight hon. the chancellor of the exchequer 
whether it was^in the contemplation of his 
aujesty's ministers to submit an immedi¬ 
ate proposiliou to the bouse, founded upon 
disirtsssme circuni&tan^s>' in which tlie 
late calatnuous intelligence from the ronii- 
aent shewed the world in general, and this 
Coantry in paiTiculur, to be placed. If any 
^ch proposition were intended, he trusted, 
ttiai it would not be brought forward with¬ 
out proper notice, and that the right lion, 
gent, would not think of iiiscussing a (}ucs- 
tkm of so much importance, whilst a largV 
proportion of the numibets of tliat hou^e 
would be npcessarijy abseut.* ' 

* F’he Chancellor vj the Exchequer^ in reply 
lo'the hon. gent.,* rbse to do that, - which it 
bad previously neen his intention to do, us 
sooo as that hon.'metnbrr should have sat 
down; namely, to give noircv-ni>.^m{2r tof 
bis nqble Irle4i(l, the secretary of state tor wur 
tad th&colonies, to bring fonvard a motion 
do Friday pext, relative to the military state 
Ofthecountry. HeslmUld be sorry,therefore, 
tbat tbe observations whiefn had fallen from* 
the hod.gent.sbould induce the house to sup- 
pO$e*tbat Friday was au inconvenient day for 
that purpose. He could sec no reason why 
bis odble fHend might'not on Friday open 
bis plan t#”tbe bouse, because that plan 
eotddnotice earned into effect witiiout a 
Wi, in' the various stages of which there 
St 6 u 4 d be frequentoppertunities, during the 
dourse efneTa^weekyof discusvngits merits. 
But if it should be^ tlu 'fdeTiitg of the house, 
driven the wish of the bot^ gent. himse|j, 

' tbat UsQ^^otioD of fats noble friend Should 
bd to Monday; he bad^no besita- 

Mb to'say^t^t.bis noble friend Would not 
Bup ^ny\*bjection to put off hijg nftotion to 
Uiat If, the contrary, tht bouse 
iilMid ^el that no 'iiic6i]TenienQilirduld 
#«se Rom having th^general expo^tion of 
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rant of 5000/. necessary, be hud said that 
e should uut move for it. He now rose to 
give notice, lliat h'e should not for the pre¬ 
sent year withhold his consent to the addi- 
"^onal grant, as it liad appeared, tliat the 
buildiiigdependingon such niouey had been 
olr^vly'^^nimenfed ; at ^he same time he 
wishecTSilY distinctly understood, that 
he did nog now supporting it, at all 
pledge lumselt to support the said grant at 
a future period, tlie j)ropriety o! continuing 
which he thought u matter of great ques¬ 
tion, as it went to no less than double the 
Mayuooth ostkhhsbvnent* 

Mr. 6\ PFynnc /aid, that as the right 
hon. gent, had thought it proper to decline 
pressing his ol^9L‘tions to the additional 
grant, he should not think it necessary to 
move at present for the documents which 
would go to substantiate the claims of the 
Maynooth establishment, to that udditiomiy 
grant. He should therefore withdraw the 
notice lie had made to that effect. 

Lord Ihiwick was extremely glad, that up¬ 
on further consideration the riglit hon. gent, 
had thought it wise to abstain from a mea¬ 
sure that must naturally have proved of the 
most dangerous and miscliievous tendency; 
nor could he ihmk, that the right hon. 
gent, had so satisfaglorily accounted for^his 
change of opinion. 

The Chancellor of the Vxchequc.r rose to 
order, and submitted to the noble lord if it 
would not be better to post|'>one all obser¬ 
vations of that nature until the question 
Was regularly before the house, as,#if such 
proceeding was admitted, the gentlemen on 
the other side would feel Ihemscdvcs justi¬ 
fied in even b( ing irregular while answering 
to such irregwl.inties. 

l.ord IJoxiick proceeded t(f observe upon 
the right hon. gent.'s staierflcnt; the right 
hon. gent, ohjixted to the additional grant 
the other day, and now lusenteil to it, be¬ 
cause he had learned what on the first day 
he ought not to him; been ignorant of, flial 
4he building’s had been already t)egun, andyct 
tke righth^n. gent., after assigning that rea¬ 
son, stated that he would for the future ob¬ 
ject to it, because it was in fact doublingthe 
Mayuooth establishment. If the right hon. 
gent, did not at first know that the buildings 
wer^ already begun, his ignorance of that 
fact could have had nothingi^o do with 
doubling the establishment; and if such a 
grant did double the establishment, the 
actual commencement of the building could 
• not be atijr argument why ibe grant should 
be now acceded to. * 


Mr. Fatter rose to order, and insisted 
that it was quite unpardameotary enter 
into the merits o^any meosareto b3 propo¬ 
sed^ of which notice bad been only then 
given. 

The Speaker thought it better that any 
thing to be said upon the su^ct should be 
deferred to the time appeiuted fur the dis¬ 
cussion thereupon, as the subject was "uqt 
then before the house. • ^ 

Lord Hawick said,*that he certainly felt 
it.bis duty to bow to tlic decision oftb.e 
chair, ut the samf time that he should take 
good care to enforce the strict e.xercise of 
the rule that had been now applied to him, 
and upon all occasions, for the future, wbeo 
a notice was given, he would take care that 
that notice should not be fpllovved up by 
any further question or comment whatever. 
He was certainly fully aware how trouble* 
some it must be to the right bon. gent, to 
have questions put, which it nifght not bo 
convenient to answer. 

[l^AROCltlAL ScSoOL^ BiLL.] Mr. 
Whitbread moved the second reading of tbo 
Parochial Schools bill. The question being 
put, 

Mr. Davies Giddy rose and said, thai 
while he was willing to allow the hon. 
gent, who broug,bt forward this bill, every 
degree of credit for tlie goodness of hia .in*- 
tentinns, unwell us'for his ability and as¬ 
siduity ; still, upon the best consideration 
he was able to give the must totally 

object to its piinciple, as conceiving it to 
be with mischief fhan aid- 

vantage to iliose for whose advantage it 
was intended, and for the country gene¬ 
ral. For, hifvvever specious in ^teory the 
project might be^ ot giving education to 
4lie labouring cliftscs ut the poor, it would, 
in etVect, be found So be prejudicial to their 
morals and happiness; it would teach 
them to despise their lot in life, instead of 
making them good servants in t^ricuUure, 
and other laborious employments to whtc& 
ihe:r lank in society hati rtestined them'lr 
instead of teaching them etil>orilinatton, it 
•would render them factious and refractory, 
as was evhbsnt in the manufacturing 
counties ; it would etahle them to read- 
se/litious pumgblets, vicious books, a»d 
publkationf against Chuslianity; iUwouldv 
render them insolent to their superiors;', 
and, in a'fcw years, the result would 
\htii the hfgislature would find ittfiecoMHiy 
to direi^the strong arm of jAwer toward^' 
them, to furnrsh the e.\ecutive 
trates v|th moch morg vigorous Uwi th%u 
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.INMv now In foroie. Besides, {f thfe bill 
to put into a law, it^would go to bur¬ 
then tbe country with a most enormous 
And incalculable ekpence, and to load tbe 
industrious orders cf society with still bea« 
vier imposts. It might be asked of hiiii« 
Would he aboi&h the Poor-Laws altogether^ 
He.faad DO hesit^on to declare lie would; 
for, although they relieved many persons, 
who were certainly objects of com¬ 
passion, they were ^so abused by coutri. 
outing to tbe support of idleness and prO- 
■digacy ; and be never could admit it to be 
Just or reasonable that the labour of the 
industrious man should be taxed to sup¬ 
port tbe idle vagrant. This was taxing 
virtue for tbe maintenance of vice, lie 
dODcluded by moving, that the bil^be read 
a second tune tlks day three mouths. 

Mr. jiforru concurred id opinion with tbe 
bon. gent.r though be was not prepared to 
go the'full length of all his objections. He 
agreed, that tiic: establhbroeiU of a system 
M> nniversal, must entail upon the country 
do incalculable expence, at least in the 
pound upon the poor's ■ rates; and he 
thought, that as a national system of edu¬ 
cation, tbe expence sliould rather be paid 
out of the Consolidated Fund, than by a 
local srs&esstneut upon psfrisbes. In Scot¬ 
land, be said,, tbe public charge upon tbe 
country was but 6000 /. a year fur allow- 
hnces to scbojpl^tasters for the poor, while 
the remainder was made up by charges 
upon tbe landlord and ter.^ht, or by volun¬ 
tary subscription; while in sin¬ 

gle tbaritabte society fur propagating Gos. 
pel kftuwledge, expended 4.000/. a year, 
being two thirds of the whole public charge 
in Scotland. 

Mr. EUtson gave great credit to the hon. 
geot. who brought in this bill, as well for 
bb good intentioii in bringing it forward, as 
for bis ca£W in circulating it for the coii- 
aideration of tbe magistrates' throughout 
thekingdbitf. It bad been fully considered; 
but everyloagi^rate with whom he bad con¬ 
versed, was decidedly averse to iti and in¬ 
structed their representativestoopposeit.He 
was convinced tbeogeration cffthe poor-laws 
and the public ctiantable schools, already 
iifexi^Dce, were fully adeqi^ate to a<Ae- 
liqrat^the situation of the poor, fiut if 
he were schools to be built, ^ ovided un- 
ir tills bill, and schoolmasters and miw 
is eifiplqyed in 14,000 parish^ the ex- 
^pence must be enormous. F ^ 

Soun$e wished the bn], shouid 
stand over to tfae^iext sess^n. f >\ud life 



l>«figed, iii the mean timh, tosugl^tto the 
hon. gent, who brought it forward, that U 
would perhaps be better not to make the 
bill compulsory upon;an parishes, but merer 
ly to enable the overseers, with tbe consent 
of the vestry in any parish, to rais&'by way 
of rate, a sum ibr the support. cfjmooUf ‘ 
which they were not eni^ed t4 do as tbe 
law now stood; voluotaiy etiiii!«tion was 
at all times preferable to compulsory; and 
some measure of this kind, he conceived, 
would prove more effectual than the pre¬ 
sent. He must add, abu, that tbe situa¬ 
tion of parish apprentices demanded the 
attention of tbe house." Almost every ma¬ 
gistrate must have hear(^of cases of atro¬ 
city, with regard to their treatment, that 
ought, if possible, to be prevented. They 
were to be imputed principally to the com- ' 
pulsory naturcof the obligation to take tliem* 

Sir ^S'amuW KomiV/y lamented the very 
different reception this bill met with now, 
compared with what it had experienced in the 
last parliament. He thought tlie bill ought 
to be allowed to go into aconimittee, where 
it might receive full consideration, and 
such amendments as might give it a fair 
chance of going forth to the country in a 
form less liable to objections. An hon. 
gedt. complained that^the poor-laws were 
abused for the maintenance of profligates; 
but it Was tbe very object of this bill to 
render the poor less profligate, and less in 
need'of eleemosynary support. He agreed 
with t\ie last speaker as to the importance 
of attending to the condition of parish ap¬ 
prentices. It was (he practice to seqd them 
to as great a dbiauce as possiblei where 
they had no fri/'iids who could attend to 
their situation. In'some parishes in Lon¬ 
don they wer^ accustomed to send them to 
the distance of somcf hundreds of miles, and 
VO contract with the proprie*^tors of the cot¬ 
ton mills of Lancashire, &c. for so nrany of 
them, who were seiit in carts like so 
many negro slaves. 

Mr. Rose Would be sorry 16 oppose the 
bill goiug into a cominijltce, presided it was 
understood it should not pass this session. 
He had no doubt tliut tbe poor ought to be 
taught to read ; as to writing, he had some 
doubt, because those who had learnt tb 
write well, were not willing to abide at tbe 
plough, biSt looked to a situation m feonw 
counting hduse. With rest>ect to tCc poo^- 
rates, if they did out notf exist, he wouM 
propose thenii^becaHse he thought that the, 
relief of thet^oor ought aot'U) be left with 
t^ generous to tbt^xtaptiotf'cf the miser. 
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^ Mr. Lwfhington supported the principle 
of the bill, and argued for going into a 
committee. In every country where the 

'"'vfjpor were well instructed, they formed the 
better subjects in evei^ point of view. This 
mag^ure would rather diniinish than in* 
creas^ thdwoifryates, • 

Mr. H. ielt the strongest pre¬ 

dilection «M^arocbiai ^hools, nnd cer¬ 
tainly agreed in the principle of extending 
information as much as possible among the 
lower ranks- TIui object however, for 
which he rose,, was to state in ansuer to 
the hou. and learned gent, over the v/ay 
(Mr. Morris), that Uie expencc was greater 
ill Scotland, than what he supposed it to 
be. The rales for the *■( hooU there, w'ere 
levied on the lanr'lords, w^o resorted to 
their tciii'utK for one half; they beahics 
settled a rate of fi es Irom such of the land¬ 
lords as could pay tiiem. 

Mr. Suiuon wiis decidedly against th%bill, 
as going to inflict a compulsory education 
on the country at a most incalculi^ble e.K* 
pence. At all events he thought that u bill 
of 80 iiiuci) importance to every part of the 
country, oug!>t not to be discussed in so 
thin a house, and in the absence of the 
magistrates and country gentlemen, who 
were the persons competent to throw ihu 
most light on the subject. | 

Lord Miifmu expressed his surprise that 
aty^ objection bhould be thrown in the way 
of the bill in this stage of It. lie replied 
to the argument, that those who had got 
some education would look lugher, bdbause 
they were above the genciahty. This 
■would not be the case if the generality of 
the lower orders were well educated. 
There must be a lower ord^r of people 
who must perform the manual labour of 
a country; and the better informed they 
wcie, the U'ttor they would be in every 
respect. 

Mr. Wharton j in answer to the la|it 
Speaker, begged lea'^e to ask, whether the 
lAble lord would have the ministers and | 
chftrchwardgns hold a critical examination 
ill order to ascertain Vho were fit to be ex¬ 
alted to the counting-housei and who were 
only fit for the .plough? 

Mr. Whitbread replied, that the hon. 
gent.,^Uh his examinations, bad chosen to 
attach a meaning to bis uolihi friend's 
wi^rds tbat had n^ver entered his head. 
His noble friend liad intimated *that there 
miut be a lohrer Order, and the better in¬ 
formed they^were, the'better tfiey would be. 
l^ere wouhyw no need tlje hon. gentVs 
Voi.TJf. 
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exaiDinatidD. The tbin^ would settle 2 t«> 
self. With respect to the arguments about 
the absence of country gentlemen, and the 
thinness of the attendance^ they bad so 
weight whatever with him. Trare were, 
questions which interested the passions of 
men, on which there would^Bs a great at^ 
tendance; there were otliCi^ of the last im* 
portance, of which he considered the pfer 
sent as one, on which the attendance would 
always be thin. He meant to persevere^ 
ill oriler to liave g decision on the grand 
principh.', and he would not pot off the 
matter when there w'ere occurrences arising 
Jay after day fully sufficient to occupy the 
time that could be spared on any future.- 
occasion. If ilu' matter was not considered 
when it vas fresh in the mind* it would not 
be considered at all. All^ihe arguments- 
for postjjoning it*were therefore futile in 
ithe highest degree. If the matter were 
to lie over for ten years, it would not be 
considered till it wa^ pressed forward* 
What he wanted at present was to have 
this grand question decided, whether it 
was proper that educatiou should be difiun 
bed among the loN^er classes, or not?'* 
'i'liat llie principle was sound, he was con* 
vinced ; whether the country was ripe for 
it, was uiotber question. Tiiat it would be 
adopted sonje time or ctfbe^^he hhd*uo 
cimibt; il it was r^cted at present, he 
could only conclude Ibut* the c ountry ytOB * 
not yet ripe fur it. As t^ff^abolition of 
the poor-rates, was at present^out of 
the to the expence of edu¬ 

cation, it was stated by auinjbM a gseat 
deal more than it would actually aaaount 
to. All the lower orders had an.educatioa 
of some sort, good*or bad. It had been 
said that it might Be as well to teach them 
to play on the fiddle,«or to be skilful boxers, 
/fhis practice of boxing, by*the-bye, as a 
modeofselt]iiigdiSerences,betfaou^htought 
not to be discouraged, because it was much ^ 
better than the stiletto. But a fiddler or 
boxer woulu not be tiie worse for being able 
to write and read. At St. GitesVtbere wgs 
an education; children ,were taught to 
pick pockets, aad to go on from one degree 
of dexterity in wickedn4as4o another, till 
theg camt to the^allows $ and most of tha^ 
unhappy erdhtures whOi perished there^ 

I were such ayvere unable to read or write. 

I He advertea to the too great severity of 
our criniimil code, which he was coovinced 
had not tee efi'ect of diminishiBg the num* 

I her of*cn|ae8. Among the society .cepi(d 
, Quaker8,|crime was almpst unknown; and 
I 3F T • 
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this was accountt^ for by their being edn- 
cat^ in tlieir earliest years. The expence 
here would bp greater, it was said, ibati iu 
Scotland. But Scotland was not so large 
nor so opulent. He deniect that the peo¬ 
ple, if generally educated, would be averse 
to continue the pioogh. On the con¬ 
trary, the groihkd Muuld be better tilled, 
tnksters better served, &c. The hon. gent, 
then*replied to the argument about ilnir 
reading political pamphlets. IVhen a rio¬ 
tous mob was assemble^ it was called itn 
illiterate mob. I t one man Inid knowledge, 
he would have a much better chance ol 
leading a thousand ignorant creatures to 
mischief, than if they were all so far iu. 
formed as to read what might appear on 
bo'.h sides oCthe question, lie then bagged 
the house to Iqpk at the situation of Ire¬ 
land. There the conibinatioiis were forined 
' by the ignorant, where their ignotaiice^ 
made them the dupes of Uie wicked. In the 
three kingdoniB, t)je excellence of the po¬ 
pulation would appear to be in proportion 
to the degrees of iuformation among the 
lower classes. As to the vices uf the 
lower orders, which had been mentioned 
by an hon. gent., vices certainly did prevail 
more or less every where; but in those 
pl^s where the lower ^orders were most 
reitaarkable^ their vices tlie exuinplu wu&- 
eet them by their sujperiors, who were gf> 
nerally more vicious than they. It was said 
that the the bill would be to im¬ 

pose an additional ratc:.of u shilling iu the 
pound. He auswered, w 

would doaiyay charities. It would do nosucli 
thinf^. His aim was, to provide schools and 
school-piaaters where they were waiiu d ; 
where tliey were not, the magistrates would 
have the power to sus(>end the operatNm 
of the law. The business was committed 
to the magistrates, who were the inosi^ 
proper persons to carry the act into exe¬ 
cution* The system of magistracy had de> 
fects; butin what other country was there 
a body so excellent? As to the suggestion 
of the horn gent. (Mr.S. Bourne), he thought 
that hip own was the best plan ; but, how¬ 
ever, be would rather ado^it his voluntary 
mode than none at all. He had done his 
•duty in bringing this bill ^forward ; an^ he 
should persevereointii the hefbse bhould di¬ 
vide upon it; and if they were to reject it, 
be should nevertheless go aw^, convinced 
of jts utility, and conscious that it was re¬ 
jected only^because the house wSS not ripe 
fttf* its adoption. ^ ' 

The Marquis o^Tiic^ld tbow’ht much 
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beiieQt might result from general education 9 
but said thalbefieiil might cost top dear, lie 
wished therefore (or some inforuiatiun as to 
the probabhi espeuce. 

31r, illtitbread coifid not say hpw far the 
parishes might be provided with, or bejer 
stitute of buddings tliat •‘^ght aftisw^Vior 
^chouls. in<maiiy parisliHS^J, y,^uld not be 
uccesbarv Uj expepd a bhdlin^;-J'q, •Invt ac¬ 
count. School-iiiubiurb could bu provifleO 
at a very cheap lulc, 

I’he C7/«//rc//oro?V/ic £.rf^c<yM<r wished the 
bill to go into a commit lee, wjtli a view to the 
uUnusL fairness ofctJiu'ulerHlion. It was the 
wish, uumtealioiiiibly, /A every one ni the 
house to render the lower eUssta ol the com¬ 
munity better and lupi'i^r. He feare<i how¬ 
ever, liiul the Jjmd of edut aiiuii here propo¬ 
sed, though It might gi\e Icaiuiiig, would 
not contribute much lo diOuae induatry, rts* 
ligioii, or morality. He ieared a general le¬ 
gislative rsiablishment would injure and 
destroy tlie voluntary eslablislmjenls lor 
public education now e.Msiing. lie recom¬ 
mended a commission of enquiry to ascer¬ 
tain the state of eliantnble touudatious tor 
public education already Cbiablished. A 
commission ol that kjud was now prosecu¬ 
ting a smiilar luvcsiigcitiuu m lieland vvith- 
out any salary to ille^^o«nnlssione^ 5 , and 
with l>ul Ncrv lew delks. When su(.liucoin- 
miJtsion should have asceilaiia'd vvh«t .had 
been already dune, it would be tniie eiio.igli 
to enquire what luriher might be doii. . 
He defended llic principle vd the p<»or-laws. 
Howtver ilie svnleui uiiglit '.u abused, as 
every large system must be liable to abuse. 
It was a piuud characU rislic ot the nation, 
that chanty was iucuirpoiated into the legis¬ 
lature'. Tiic poor ol this country had cuii- 
scqucnlly aii iiilcrcbt in the inainu'u-mceof 
Its cnnsiilnitoii and independence, whicti 
the poor ol no other country had. He* said 
il»e education proposed would dtscjuabfy 
the persons posses^ug it from the most ne¬ 
cessary, and useful dt'scripliou o* labour. 
The Quakers were nienlioued us aclurstud- 
vL'ihaily educated. The example strengfb.. 
ened his argument; for he never knew ^ f 
an Agricultural Quaker, lie wished the bill 
to be made as j)erfect as possible, though 
he did not think it advisable ultimately to 
adopt it, and without a prospect of ultimate 
adoptiom<( would perhaps be useless labour 
to improve the plan. «• 

Air. Shdu hefeort vindicated the crimi¬ 
nal code by the many instances of the royal 
mercy that appeared on diffisrent occtlv 
sioiis. 




V 
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Mr, f¥''hitbread said, that the instances of 
the royal mercy were the best proof of what 
he bad said. 

Sir, ,/oA'w Newport contended, that the 
code was sanguinary, and that experience 
hs£| shewn that capital punishment could 
ifct anniidUtP Uk crime of lorgcry. He 
contended ihlR the commutation of death, 
thp I fftiii ilT^ liirh wjjs momentary, to 
some other punishment, under a prolong¬ 
ed life of labour and degradation, would 
be much more cifecloal than the gallows. 
—The gallery.was then riparcrl; but it was 
agreed that the bill*should l>e read a second 
time without a division- When strangers 
were admitted, 

^\r T, Turfon^pokti in favour of going 
into the committee, but h^ thought com¬ 
pulsory education uiiadviseahle, when vit. 
luntary education was every-wbereestablish¬ 
ing itself so extensively. ' 

Mr. Shtieon saw no good that coul4 arise 
from going into a committee, and therefore 
opposed the speaker's lea\ing tlie chair, on 
the same grounds that he hud objected to 
the second reading, 

Mr. Spe/icvr Stanhope informed the house, 
that he hud been instruct' d by the inagis- 
trgt(^ of a very large and populous city to 

/ Impose the bill ; i» liict, he had reasoii to 
suppose ihuL the majority of the inagistrutes 
lind other principal inhabitants throughout 
the north of England were averse to the 
measure. The opposition wdiicb the hcni. 
member maoe to the bill, he rested prin¬ 
cipally on the ground of the difRcultf which 
existed as to our obtaining a sufficient num¬ 
ber of schoolmasters, and on the imprac¬ 
ticability of compulsory education. 

lA>rd Henry Fctiy expresped his differ¬ 
ence 111 opinion Irom those gentlemen who 
apprehended that danger might result from 
carrying the education of the lower orderj 
too far, as they expressed it, 'Mie mea¬ 
sure which was then before the house went 
no farther than ba^ly to furnish youth who 
avere destitute of all other means, with a 
certain soyree of obtaining a very plain 
and limited educafion. The magistrates 
in the north objected to this measure, he 
understood, on an apprehension that they 
would be compelled to erect schools, and 
go ta other expence, which would be in 
many parts unnecessary, as tb^y already 
^ossessacl^ithiD themselves sufficient means 
of educatlpn for the childrefi of the poor 
in that pin of*the country. It was to be 
• observed, nwever, tbatthA'e was a clause 
in the bill ^pvetsly for the purpose of pre- 


ventiug the extension o^ its operations to 
places in which there might be already 
establishments fol’med adequate to the pur¬ 
poses of the bill- If it should be fo d, 
however, that the bill w as not sufficiently 
strong in that respect, any emendation on 
that head would be best efjqrted when the 
hill should be in a lommittee.—Mr. 
Whitbread and Mr. D. Giddy said aTcw 
words in explanation, after whictf, tbo 
house divided ; when^he numbers were, 

•For going into a committee • • . ^7 

Against it.. 13 


Majority. *.,34 

_The bill was then committed for the 21fet 

instant. 


IIOUSR OF LO|lD8. 

TuchUay^ July 14, 

[Ameiucan Indemnity Bill.] Theif 
lordships went into a comniittee on this 
bill, in which lord Holland read an amend¬ 
ment, which 'he proposed to substitute fox 
the preamble. It was his lordship s object 
to place the indemnity in what be regarded 
Hb its true light, and to sht'W that such a 
proceeding was a matter of more serious 
importance than was generally apprehuBded, 
The amencUnent^relerred to theAuvigatiou 
act, the tonnage, and poundage, and reci¬ 
ted that part of tb'FbiU of rights which re¬ 
lates to breaches of the iaw by the crpwn^ 
and raising money \vitlii*tfP"fl!e sanction of 
parliament ; anJcpiotcd the act of com- 

and the order of coun¬ 
cil ill May last, in order to fih<;jy the gtpund 
on which the indemnity wasclaimecV "The 
amendment wSs negatived in the committee, 
but lord Holland moved it again on the re¬ 
port, with the view that it might be entered 
on the journals of the house. It was then 
negatived also, and the bill was reported 
without any amendment, 

[American Trade Bill.] On the mo- 
liou that this bill be read a second time, 

Lord rose. He eapected that some . 

noble lord in administrat»n*^ould have 
.stated the grounds on which the bill ought 
to proceed. J^owever, as that had not been 
done, he should briefy^tate the reaspnk. 
which induced iim to approve of the m^ 
sure,. These wefts cWeflKthe obviyus m- - 
lerests of the united states of America and^ 
this countif to cultivate a good understand- ^ 
^ng andyfriendsbip ; they had nyore 
rests in Common than any 
the *wo|U« In efery friendly 
betwee^wo epuntrie^ there wM| mi W» 
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^wftys frtnutuEd advsnlage ; but in support of the consistency of tbe prttent 
tms reciprocity ot intei;est was most rf>- ministers in this respect, and contrasted 
markable, as it etisted between the united rbtir conduct, when in opposition, with 
states of America and Great Britain. In that of the noble lords now moppositiou 
the present eventful crisis, a good under- his majesty’s govcnniieiit. 
standing between the two countries must be The Karl oi Lffi/dcrde/c contended, (bat 
importuin, nd^nly to themselves, but to all nothing c'mld b^mure wids^di&rent thab 
ind^epenchsnt natibns, and this the enlight- the conduct of his friends, ^•fu^'iiiopposi- 
iteed government of the United States could tiuu, troin that of vbe noble Khr«k»*of)posite 
Slot but perceive. In different parts of to him, when they opposed the late admw 
Europe, in which it had been his lot to instrauon. With smooth and gentle tongues 
travel, he had often beapl it asserted, that they professed a readiiu'ss to support that 
U was not likely the United States could governnreut,* but with these professions on 
pl^fcerve tbeir preient'independent govern- their lips, they resorted to every illiberal,' 
meut. * He was of a very different opinion, underhand, utmianly means, to subvert the 
The republican institutions of America, tike power of those wlmm ibc^y were pretending 
thoseof every government in w'hicii u true to support. The very opposite was the 
spirit of freedom prevailed, contaiaed rner- character of thy opposition to which he was 
gies which were capable of being called ambitious to belong v an open, fair, liberal, 
forth to meet bny difficult crisis that might and principled opposition; and he trusted 
ddhur, and all that be had heard urged on 'he never should expose himself to the dis- 
this subject, appeared to him to result from gruemof belonging to such us the last, who 
fte prejudice^of persons educated under were ik)w in power; but whose possession 
arbitrary monarebies. Nothing ihci-efore of power ought to be contended against by 
trbuld ^pear to him worse policy than to every man who understood and cherished* 
wish to see any thing like disunion among the spiiit ol' the constitution, 
the people of the United States. Indeed, Lord M//4?raxr n collcctcd that the noble 
the more powerful and the more wealthy lord had attached himself to a variety of 
tfa^'became, the better would it he for this persons both in and out of place,* but 
Vountry.''As they become more populous,: had distinguished hnnwlf nxist by a dii^* 
'threostometSffor^ur tnanufucjiures would cijillued opposition to his majesty’s govern- 
become "more oumerous, and increase of niunt. Korins own part, lu: had hut one 
ticbes would^,on!lv give them increased political attachment, and to ihrii he ;^Iuried 
meansofconsumpclou. Entertaining these to adhere. If it was a disgrace to have 
views, be was extremel^d^ppy to find tliat l>elongcd to any opposition, il was not for 
the present admin«tratiotMb5^^=wr>their him cAactly to say to what ojipobition the 
policy towards ABierica, thought proper to term of disgrace belonged; Ihalimtstde- 
folloiKbe Steps of their pred^essors, though pend upon the sense and opinion of the 
mdi^erent conduct was to have been expect- country at large, and not of any individual: 
'edfrom them,inconseqitenceofthelanguage but late evei^ts hiwl pretty clearly shewn 
they had held when in opposition. what was the true leehng and opinion of 

Karl EaMursf had n6t thought it ncccs- thocoui:try. * 

TMtry to address their lordships in support « ’I'lie Earl of Lauderdale said, he did not 
of this bit], as it was precisely the same as mean any thing personal to the noble earl: 
jdfe adt which had passed last year and the for he could not indeed charge his memory 
^earbefo^. He contended, thatadministra- with any thing the nobfe earl had ever said 
acted with tfb inconsistency in taking up or done to distinguish his polKical conducU 
atfeasores h& tll^y had been left by the pre- 'I'he Lord Chancellor observed* that there 
'• 04 duig government, though their view of the never was an administi alien which bad less 
^aoljfect might have teendideseut before they occasion to complain of a factious and ba-r 
^cauflbihtooffice, *\WthregardtothepuliCyto rassing opposition than the last. There 
lib pursued towards America, he and this was, in feet, nothing like a systematic plan 
' eolk^ues had,4roni ihe moment they took to oppose their measoFes, among any of 

. upon themselves the charge of. the govern- those witlr ('botn he bad Uie honour to act. 
ment, resolved to pursue the system whlc)i “ All theTalentB,"as they werecrlisd, were 

* had* devolved to them from theiiteredeces- absolutely Without any (MontM iis that 
■•o>s, uulesf new circumstanM ahouM bouse, or any Where else nc broved, until 

* stffee to induce thOin to depart froi| it.* : Ih^ began to op{»ose‘tbemBrtm.'**^'he bill- 

argued oir ^le ame lidej orOs then fOad a^OOond 
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HOUSE or COMMONS. 

Tufsday,Ji/fy 14. 

[Minutes.] On the motion of lord 
Barnard, a new writ was ordered for the 
election of a inembdt for the borough of 
Bandon, in the room of lord Uoyie, now 
crfl of Shenuon^ Also for the election of 
a tnein^r &^he borough of Tralee, in 
the r^hMsT^ir Ai Wellesley, who had 
made his election for the borough ot New¬ 
town, for which also he had been returned. 
—Mr. Long moved for leave to bring in a 
bill to enable the trustees of the British Mu¬ 
seum to sell, exchange, or otherwise dis¬ 
pose of, such parts«of their collection as 
were not adapte^ to the purposes of that 
Institution, and to lay out the produce in 
the purchase of other articl^ better udapl- 
«d to their purposes. I'he articles which 
it was proposed Ho dispose of, were una- 
tomical preparations, and other things of 
that nature. The disposal of these articles, 
and the purchases to be made with the pro¬ 
duce, were to be under the controul of a 
committee of seven, at Lite head of which 
were the lord chancellor, the speaker of 
the house of commons, and the arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury. The establishment 
wa^jlQW placed on such a footing, that it 
vucatculaied in every respect to answer 
^the purposes intended by parhainenl. 
I^uve was ^iven to bring in the bill.-^On 
the motion of Mr. Foster, the house went 
into a committee, to consider of the com¬ 
pensation to be made for the fees of o^^ice^ 
abolished in the department of the c€stoiii& 
in Ireland. Mr. Foster stated, ttiat tlie 
eonimission of enquiry into the Tees of of¬ 
fices in Ireland had particularly recommend¬ 
ed the extension of the letrqpclunent and 
regulation of the customs fees adopted in 
this country to Ireland. Itlecame nc-ces 
aary, in consequence of the adoption 
that measure, to make compensation to tlie 
oHlcers whose fees were suppressed, Tjie 
amount of the cotopensation to be paid 
was about 100,000/. He proposed to raise 
thti sum bji a tax of 6 per cent, on im¬ 
ports and exports, *with the exception of 
imports and exports between Great Britain 
and Ireland. The merchants would find 
this tax less burtbensome than the fees. 
The produce would be about 90,000/. If 
this sum fell short a little, tba ceruinty 
and rogwWity of the payment would com¬ 
pensate th»fficers for the trifling reduction. 
He moved Y^otdKliagly, t^t such a com- 
*peDsetioD bAgranted. -Afllr aahort epn- 
*versatiob bjghmea air J, Newport^ who 


thought tb^t the compensation oo^t to be 
provided for by ^me more equiU charge* 
than one that fell wholly upon foreign im¬ 
ports and exports, the fees being equailly 
paid upon impoits and exports between 
Ireland and Britain, and Mr. Foster who 
answered the bon. baronet's oV^ctions, the 
motion was agreed to. ^ 

[Army Clothing and Aoc^cy.1 
Mr. CocArane JoArtstone, with a view to 
shew the practicabili^ of very consider¬ 
able savings in Army Clothing and 
Agency departments, rose to move for M 
number of papers which he had yesterday 
given notice of his intention to caH for, and 
to the production of which he did not till* 
derstand there was any objection. TItO 
present mode of clothing the army, by couv 
verting the colonels of regiments into a spe¬ 
cies of wholesale tailors, was particularly re« 
^piehensihle. In the agency department al« 
so, much unnecessary expence was incurred 
On the whole| he wasj;onviiy::eda8aviiigdf 
nu less than 2 per cent, might be made 
on the 2,000,000/. now annually expended 
on the army. The bou.gent. concluded with 
moving, That there be laid before the 
house, 1, An account of all sums of money 
issued to the army agents from th^dTh ef 
, Dec. 1805, to the 24th of Dec. Iw6; spe- 
I nifying the qpnies of th ose ageqU, the nuta« 
ber of regiments TTthe line, militia, and 
feiicibles, for which tliey ar^mployed ;<and' 
the amount of the securfflc^iven by them 
for the failhfuldjpetftirge of the trust repo¬ 
sed iuNfeweep^STAn account of all sums 
, of money issued to each and to*every of the 
army agents, way of compensatlbn for 
ins trouble in the afi'airs of the diferentre* 
giinents of whicli he has the managemeixt* 
tftid for any other public expeuces, froiin the 
25tb of Dec. l80/f, to the 24th of Dec* 

1806 ; specifying the several heads of service 
fur which the compensation is granted: 

An account ot all sums of money advanced 
monthly to the army agents for subsistence* 
^cc. for what period thefe pgymenta are 
made in advance, and the names of the 
agents : 4. An account of the ex|>ence for 
agency attending the 26 artiHes of the ab¬ 
stract of the army estfeaStes for this year* 
presented to this bousd^n the 14tb 6f 
January, the names of t A agents entitled 
to receive the same* and the amount paid to. 
qach 5. A statement of the mode 

of issuiun^fae funds applicable t<f the*Vo« 
lunteer service through the office of Ihe 
agenf-g4*eral, with an account of 
pence owha^es^blishaient from thd lit of 
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June 1803, to the Ut of Jan. *1803 ; spe¬ 
cifying the different heads under which the 
•aaie has been issued f 6 ', Slateiiieut of 
the sums expended in Great Britain lor the 
Volunteer service between the 1 st day ol 
June 1803, and the Ist day of Jan. 1805 ; 
specifying particularly how niuch has been 
applied to me following heads, viz. at ten* 
4 &nce at drill, inspection, permanent duty, 
ftliotif drill Serjeants, adjutants, serjeants> 
major, iiispevting fieid-olhcers, brigadier-ge- 
oerols, majors of brigade, aides-de-camp, 
&c. and clothing: 7«**Au aciount of uil 
sums of money to which tlie regiments ol 
the line are entitled for clothing, from the 
fi5th of Dec. 1804, to the 24th of Dec. 1S05 ; 
specifying the number of regiments: 8 . 
A return uf^the number of tffegiive non¬ 
commissioned officers and privates, on tiie 
strength of the regimepts of the line from 
the 25th ofDec. 18C'4, to the 24tl) oi 
Dec. 1805: 9- A return of the nuinl>er 
of efective officers of each rank on the 
strength of *the i^giments of tlie line, 
from the 35th of Dec. 1604, to the 24th ut 
Dec. 1805.” 

The Secretory ai U^ar had no objection to 
the production of the pafiers, farthiT than 
that«,the subjects they alluded to nere 
now uiiA*^r the consideration of the com. 
missioners of mi}itary enquiry, who would 
shortly rep 6 r*l upon ^7 'I'he lubjects wert 
■ certainly most raiportant, and the atten¬ 
tion of the *fKivv.oflice and of his majesty's 
gpvernment were par^ularly directed to 
them, with a view to m^W^t^^Uifs^fHCtica* 
b 1 ^ saving/or the public. Under the cir- 
Gumarauces of the coniniission of military 
enquiry^having directed it5*^investigation to 
the matter, and of its being necessary to 
go tq a considerable eipeiice fur clerks «tu 
make out Uie accounts, be put it to the hon, 
gent, whether it would be desirable to press, 
the motion. 

Mr. Roie was confident that by adopting 
the plan of clothing now in use with re* 
spect to the invalids, a saving of from 
100 ,000/.* iif4i60,000/. would be practicable 
on the sum now expended on theclothiag 
of the army, which was ffrpm 800,000/. to 
1 , 009 ^ 000 /. A plgD, suggested by the pay- 
onaMer-geoeral,^ as uudeg thecoDsideri|tion 
of ^ maje 8 ty'|*governn}ent, with tha appro¬ 
bation of bis royal highness the commander- 
.io-cliief, for tuing the clothing out of the 
,]|iapds pf the colonels, allowing them a'iU 
beral compensation for the advimtages they 
^ oow derived from it.* This a/puigemeot 
wuMd be more a^ifactory to d» colonels, 


at the same time that it would be highly 
benelicial to the public. With respect.to 
the Agency departiueut, that too bad been 
under consideration: but it was to be fear¬ 
ed, that no considerable saving could be 
made in it, by establishing a general agency* 
office, at least twne sOfficiqpt to conqK'iuVte 
the great convenience tqli?, Mas felt from 
having agents chosen by thetiiem* 
selves, lie submitted to the bon. gent.-the 
propriety of waiting for tlie report of the 
commissioners of military enquiry. If that 
rt'port should nut go as far as the hon. gent, 
wislied, he might muVe any further step ha 
may think proper. • 

M r. Windham thought it best to leave 
these matters to the commissioners of luili* 
tary enquiry^n the first instance. Both 
subjects, tiie clothing and the agency, had 
engaged much of the consideration of the 
late government, with a view to the practi- 
rabijiiy of some savings upon them. Ilia 
iucliimtiun wait very much in favour of the 
plan mentioned by the right hon. gent, op¬ 
posite, and that not so much with a view to 
eroiioiny, though that important objtxt al¬ 
so would be promoted, as in order to take 
the colonels of regiments out of tl>e incon* 
grut>us situation in which they were^idaced 
wlidfc suffered to aeV clolhipi's to ifevr 
respective corps. With respect to agency; 
tliat matter had been under 4 ;onsideratiou 
so long since, as wlieu he had been in the 
war office, and the result ot liie deliberation 
was, that no saving could be made by the 
adoption of a general plan, sutficiont to 
compensate the loss ot the convenience 
now afforded by tlie nomination of his own 
agent by every rommauder of a regiment. 

Mr. CoKk^vt saw the strongest 

reason for the production of the papers in 
lltc avowal oTso many official persons, that 
the subject to which he called the attention 
of the house, admitted, at feast, in a cousi-* 
d^erable degree, of reform; and Uiat such re¬ 
form, though many years iu coirteraplaliow, 
was still nol carried into effect. Probably, 
if he should omit to bring the qiatter before 
t* e house now,it would'remain still to be said, 
after the lapse of some more years, that the 
reforni was under consideration.—-After 
some furtherobaervRtions from the secretary 
at war, who said the saving even on the cloth¬ 
ing, wouldmot be so considerable as some 
expected; Mr. Windham who^^iid, it was 
not BO mubh to saving he lool^, as <5of* 
recting the incongruity of maJfiiig the colo¬ 
nels clothieife; and Mr. HmIusioo, whe 
sud that only a amaU pao&prtioa of 
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20 ,000,000/. expended on tbe anny« went 
through the hands of Che agents, the whole 
bum that could with possibility be retrench¬ 
ed in this department, being at the utmost 
0*7,000/.; the papers v?bre ordered. 

ISiNKiNu FuiiP.] Ijordlf* Petty moved 
order of the j^y for going into a com- 
niitteii^ii th&h^ fur the appropiiution of 
Uie Sin i ftfc g ^ nd. lle.would reserve his 
observations till he should have heard the 
sentiments of tlie right hon. gent, opposite. 

The Chancelior of the £.rt7/ayi/(T contend¬ 
ed, that it was. improper and unnecessary 
to adopt this mcasu/c, or to come to any 
resohttiuu upon it in the present session. 
He allowed that great benefit h.id been de- 
lived from the pause in taxation introduced 
with this measure; but, in considering the 
further adoption of that repose iit any future 
session, it would be proper to consider how 
far it w'us checked by being burtheiied with 
an increased Sinking Fund of five per ieiit. 
*Fhe measure had been already adopted so 
far as was requisite for the ways and meaua 
of this year. What it would be fit to do at 
if, future period, would be best dcteriiiined 
by future cl^culll^tallces. 'I'his measure 
proposed to compel the public creditor to 
rcc^ggemi advanced sinking fund on a small 
nTTorthwiebt nown as a consideration for 
l)eing deprived of llic growing accumulation 
.>r the whole sinking fund at a future period. 
15y the actof I7y7,it was provided, that un¬ 
less parliament should establish otlier funds 
pay the public detit, at farthest iu ka 
yeaio, one percent, sliould be setasjfFle for 
(bat purpose ut the Kxchequer, se/that it 
in list be pajd, at all events, in 45 j^ars. Th<* 
present meusure, therefore, iiymakiug a- 
arrangement to pay oft lho debt^ii 45 years, 
gave the public creditor the vei y worst repay¬ 
ment that by law he was eiituled to. 'i'he 
precedent of lord Sidmoulh’s inierferencg 
with the Sinking Fund, by no means went 
to bear out this measure. When lord 
Sidnaoutfa, in fundifig .97,000,000/. at tfie 
dose of tbe^ast war, made a new arrange 
ment of tbe^lnking Fund, taking advantage 
of its produce fur thft time for the immedi¬ 
ate exigency, the public creditor was com* 
pensated by giving up the surplus over 
4,000,000/. a year, which would become ap« 
plicahje to the current service in 1808. 
Here there was no compensat^n whatso¬ 
ever. U^ntered into a variety of state- 
mentt to pbve, that, by the plah of the no¬ 
ble lord, tip most distinct disadvantage 
•would accrul to the public, ’if they could 
f4low theau^M tQ bo deluded by it, tie 


deeply regi^tted that the expectation bad 
been raised in the country, tbot during the 
period of war no greater annual loao' would 
lie required than 11 millions, an expectation 
which there was not the slightest possibili¬ 
ty of being realized. He concluded by bo- 
p'.fjg that the bouse would not nome to any 
decision on the subject, but leave it in an 
unprejudged state for the consideration W* 
another session. 

Lord Henry Petty relied to the chancel¬ 
lor * of the cxchetiger, and asked, how be 
c5uld call upon the house to defer its oja* 
iiic 11 on a measure which was contingent on 
Hiuiclier which had been passed by the le¬ 
gislature, and received the pointed «pp^ 
Ijatiou of the king ? All that was implied 
in the resiflutions which he intended to pro¬ 
pose was, tliut the house should express its 
determination thaiv if the boon should con- 
diriiie for the time proposed, then a be¬ 
nefit would be expected in return. He 
was not prepared to sa^that jt would be of 
vtuy material'import if these ^resolutions 
should be postponed until next sessions; 
but then the same arguments that were 
now urged, might be advanced in favour of 
longer delay, and so oni until the house 
and the country felt the inconveniej;)£e of 
no legislative regulation having becKagreed 
to sooner. The a ej^of 1802 been spo¬ 
ken of, but he would' ask, did not the le¬ 
gislature then act for the bdyau tage of the 
public creditor, withou^riCHffulously waiU 
ing until the indgsMlidls tliat composed 
that b4iJ^::."i.si*la''petition the house w in¬ 
terfere iu their behalf? Tlie principle 
upon which the sinking fund was wsed, 
was, iiwas true, then broken in upon.; but 
It WHS fur the advantage of the public. An 
advantage to a ^eater extent would be 
reaped from the present system ; it was by 
a regard to the security of the public cre¬ 
ditor, and a seasonable attention to his in- 
terest; it was by public security, and the 
facility of disp 08 ing«^f property in our 
funds that an immense cdpita^as drawn 
into the service of the public^^ was sidd, 
Uiat the proposer of these resolutions only 
accelerated th^ disorder in order that he 
might apply the remedc;*but it was not 
rig|t that rcguliltions sl^ld be adopted 
for g^eral ffupply, so prevent any 
sudden emergency hereafter. Would any 
ipan wish ^get rid of a plan for the better 
supplying^ tois metropolis with previsif^, 
merely rocause vre did not %8nt peovi- 
siona^t nsesent ? He did not say tbatfic- 
actly tbtuan^e imUvidqals wouU bold tte 
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iteck at each tin\e; but stall a dertain ge- 
Aacal good would be effected* It was ccr« 
tain a prd^rtion of atock, amounting 

to tbe Talwe specified, would be paid ufi' in 
a given period* It was said, however, that 
contingencies were not provided for, as it 
was seen that there was a vote of credit for 
3 ■uSions last year. The different ileou, 
Mhever, of which that sum was composedt 
were' expressly stated, andithe house was 
then satisfied with tlfe statement. In fact, 
it never was asserted that tbe system which 
was DOW lobe proposed, would cover every 
eatraon^ary contingency, such as 8ub^> 
sidles, arrears of subsidy, £cc. But by the 
pkn, as has been already stated, a certain 
stun will assuredly be paid off in a given 
time: and ever there was a ijme when 
oconomy was t^ be looked tc particularly, 
itwas tbe present, (uot eoouomy as to nbii- 
sm, &>r in that they were all agrterl,) buifj 
economy as to the general management of 
tbe affairs of tbe pujdic, and a serious con> 
^deration as to whatever would most tend 
to maintain the public credit. The country 
would; if these resolutions w*cre adopted, 
be relieved from considerably increasing 
burthens for tbe present, and look forward 
witk^ertain hope as to the future. 

Mr. contended that the taking 

irerfi the Sinking .^'und, even St the end of 
ten years, would be dTITnnisliingthe security 
■sriiiph tbe public ^creditor now held ; and 
be considerd^lVUktt would lie in the iiigli* 
eat degree absurd tcTsi^^are now, that in 
ten years we would taketymuatkiii^uking 
Fund, when it was absolutely impossible to 
foresus tbe state of tbe country in ton years, 
whether^ it would be at peace or at war, or 
whether it might not be necessary then to 
add to the Sinking Fund; instead of taking 
any thing away from iK 

Mr* Dmi expressed his opinion, that so 
long as we were able to raise taxes sufficient 
to pay the interest of our loans, there was 
no necessity for the plan of tbe noble lord. 

Mr* H, Sfddiif^ton defended tbe conduct 
of his noti!^ relation (lord Sidmoutb). 
There were some gentlemen who, if they 
disapproved of his conduot at tbe time 
Aat was alluded disapproved of it $ub 
mJemiia* He thop^bt it rc4jlly somewhat^x- 
imordhufy tfa^aome gentlauen should 
, ^provft of what was said to give a breath- 
mm time to taxation, and yet ^t spprovy 
ST ^solutions that were to^ moved 
3 ||jltipport oF that system* ^ 

' r* loi^dsclsrsd, tbit he had sstterCfatned 
Objections Xq the meas^ire iff tbe^ no* 



ble lord in 1802, though he had deferred 
to the opinion of bis late right bon. friend* 
He saw no reason for pressing the pre« 
position of the noble lord opposite, this 
session. 

Mr. Davies Giildtf was so convinced of 
the radical truth of the uot^ lord’s origiiW 
propositions, that if he now^itssed h>:^ mo¬ 
tion, be should support it. same 

lime, he saw not the utility of proposing the 
molioij, wlien it was not likely to be acted 
upon. 

Mr. Vamittari defended .the plan of bis 
noble friend, and thought tiiat the time for 
requiring of the pubho creditors any sacri¬ 
fice was, when they iiad an advantage front 
the augmentation that had been made this 
year to the sinking fund. 

JMr. Hose, though he had enterCaioed con¬ 
siderable doubts as to the measure adopted 
in 1802, had yet got nd of those doubts in 
<-onsvquctice of the circumstances under 
which it bad been brought lorward. The 
plan of the tiob'e lord was founded upon an 
accumulating d(‘bt, and a decreasing Sink¬ 
ing Fund, but the original plan of bis late 
right bon. friend was founded upon an in¬ 
creasing Sinkiui; Fund, and a decreasing 
Debt.—'I'nequcsUon was then pul f<lP- 2 fl,'ng 
infco the comitnliee, asJ ncgativfjjTwUhoUT 
a division. x 


JI017SR OF COMftlOKS. 

Juiy i5. 

[Mixi’TLs.j 'i’be Speaker acquainted 
the hUuse, that he had nceived a letter 
from Idrd viscount Mahon, who had been 
returned rt«r Wendover and Kingston; in 
which his h'Ardship declared, that be liad 
made his Ld^;tion to serve for Wendover. 
A new writ whs ordered for Kingston, 
thus vacated.~Mr. C. Wynne brought up 
^the report of the committee appointed to 
examine into the state of Criminal and 
Pauper Lunatics in Great Britain. There* 
port was ordered to be printed, after a few 
words from .Mr. Wynne, who said that it 
had been wished to include Jreland ifiid 
Scotland in the meatfUre advised by the 
committee, but that it had been deemed 
adviseable to leave any pr^x>sition on this 
sulject, to be brought forward by those 
who were better acquainted with tbeckcum- 
sUncGS of <hose two countries.—Mr. Hus- 
kissoD brought in a bill for iiMsting l;iis 
majesty with tbe rights of the mrra lieone 
company, which was resfd ararst time>9* 
Mj. HobhouM brought upne rsfiort df 
the committee on tbe kiqg^s a^ieeage, rela* 
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live to the queen's house at Frogmore. On 
the motion for the second reading of the 
resolution, Mr. Adam signified bis royal 
highness the prince of Wales's acquiescence 
ill it. The resolutiqp was then agreed to, 
vem. con.; and a bill ordered accordingly. 
—A new writ was ordered for Rye, in the 
of earl ClaJicarty, whd, since his elec- 
tionjHs^d ac^pted the office of one of the 
joint posttna^ers in Ireland.—A new writ 
was ordered fur Rye, in the room of sir 
John Nicholl, who had made his election 
to serve for Bedwin. 

[Roman Cathoijc Cow-ege at May- 
NooTH.] The house having resolved it¬ 
self into a comniitt^'of supply, 

Mr. Fustert iuanioving tlmt the sum of 
13,000/. be granted for defraying the ex- 
peaces of the Roman Catl«)lic seminary 
at Maynouth in Ireland, entered into a 
statement on the subject. The additional 
suin of 5000/. by which double the usual 
number of Catholic clergy would be eAica- 
ted at Maynootb, had been voted by the 
last parliament, on the recommendation of 
the late sdiuinistration. On enquiry, it 
had been found that u considerable part of 
that sum hud already been advanced ; that 
the buildings were in a great state of forward- 
if ilicrel'ore the vote was now 
/^luced rfip'-its origffial slate, the SOOA/, 
^Svould be \ciy much infringed upon by 
these circuntsiances. it was on this ac¬ 
count tljui he now proposed the sum of 
13,000/. to be voted for these purposes; 
but he begged to be understood, as by no 
means pledging himself to repeat ^ch a 
proposition in any succeeding yeac^ 

Mr. KUiot defended the coiid^t of the 
late administration, in havu|fg recom¬ 
mended to parliament the adoption of this 
grunt of 13,000/. founded op^ a petition, 
and expedient in every point of view, more 
especially when *tbe present state of the 
continent, by which the Catholics of Ire¬ 
land were precluded from obtaining educa¬ 
tion abroad, .was consi^Iered. But, even 
wtre the continent in a difl'ercnt situation, 
wei% it practicable fc^ the Catholics to go 
over and receive a loreign education, it 
seemed to him to be a question easily de¬ 
cided, whether it would not be infinitely 
more wise and politic to afford them the 
same facilities at home. He trusted, there¬ 
fore, notwithstanding the intimaifon qf the 
right hon^^Mt., that parliament,would act 
in future reAse that which it waA on all 
harfffs Bgree^at present Bhoi|ld be voted 
(or Catholic icatruction in Ireland. • 
VoL. IX. 


Mr. Hgwiins ^rmime thought bit right 
hon. frienh (Mr. Foster) had acted, on 
this occasion, with great 4ibArality and 
moderation. He said, if he bad been a 
member of the Irish puiliament, be never 
would have given bis assent to establish 
such an uiionialy as a college ^maintained 
within the realm, at the expence of the 
state, to educate a clerg)' for the purpose 
of propagating a religion contrary an^ hos¬ 
tile to the state itself; a religion which 
every member of that house was bound to 
abjure, before be could take bis seat; a relU 
gion of superstitious, intolerant, and perse¬ 
cuting principles, and which, however 
friendly be was to toleratiun and liberty of 
conscience, he was sorry to find so invete- 
rately rooted amongst so great a portion of 
the peopl^ of Ireland, and nbw cherished 
by the sanction of law. Hft lamented e.x- 
tremely, that there were so many Roman 
tJalbolics in Ireland, and would have no 
objection to agree to the establishment of 
parish schools ior theirTeducation, in com¬ 
mon with Protestants; not like the Protes- 
I taut charter-schools, to procure proselytes, 
but where they might be instructed in the 
fundamental principles of Christianity, in 
which all sects agree. But if the Irish Ca¬ 
tholics wished to educate their let 

I them do it like tb% Protestant^lissentars, 

I at their own«cost, Jnst^aS of^ Heading the 
Protestants of Ireland wiiji taxes for the 
purpose of supporting on tbbir 

account. 

Mr. Windham expect that such a 

discuBsidfi 'wdtilia have arisen on this sub¬ 
ject at this moment; but sinceV was pirt 
of a settled plan Af the present government, 
and the bon. gent, had taken the Ited, be 
should hold it righk*to follow the ship of 
the line, and get intp deep water. The 
hon. gent, had expressed his astonishment 
at the existence of such an anomaly as a 
Catholic college, for the education of a 
Catholic priesthood^ maintained by go¬ 
vernment in the mid?^Mii4c^lwd, a Pro¬ 
testant state. The best answeijMhis was, 
that the case of Ireland itself was an ano¬ 
maly, where three-fourths of the people 
continued Cathdlics, notwithstanding all 
the legal cruelties, prosc^lions, and pri¬ 
vations for so ipai^ bundrel^ears, in order * 
to grind them into Protest&nni Was if be¬ 
cause they reused to become proselytes to 
pROtestantisj/, contrary to the conviction 
of their coq^miences, that they wgre tb bate 
no religion at all^ Jf they would conti¬ 
nue Cath(ftl*s, was it not better for tba 
3G , 
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•late that they should be good, enlightened 
and. loyal Catholics, than be left to igno¬ 
rance, barbarism, ordisafection, under the 
tuition of priests educated in a hostile 
country, of whose principles, or whose dt- 
ness to instruct the king’s subjects, govern¬ 
ment knew nothing i Was it not better the 
Irish Catholic priesthood should be men 
educated under the very eye of government, 
and hs of known character, attached to 
their native land, tban men who imbibed 
their education and their political princi¬ 
ples under the auspices of an enemy ? But 
notwithstanding all that the hon* gent, had 
said of the gross superstition and barbarism 
of the Irish Catholics, heconceived itwasno 
more than the gross religion of a gross class of 
people, and not one whit more so tban that 
of a very grt^t portion of the ProCestants ol 
Englaud ; and he begged leave to say, that, 
from every thing he could hear or experi¬ 
ence, the enlightened and educated Catho¬ 
lics of this country and of Ireland were not 
infciior in psencipUs, in virtue, or talents, t< 
any other description of men any where. 
There was nothing half so barbarous, even 
in the imputed superstition and intolerance 
of the lowest of the Irish Catholics, as the 
cry of“ no popery !'' so recently set on foot 
tbrdu^out this country, by certain gentle 
m(!n amongst those opposite to him. 

Mr. Pam^l sdid,,^«,hcld in his hand the 
Prayer Book us^d by the Roman Catholics 
in- Ireland,, tiiU of which, with the per 
mission of the he would read a few 

extracts, for thepurpot^t^sUewing that tlu 
doctrines attributed tothatbouy men were 

eixber misunderstood or grossly misrepre- 
lenfed. He accordingly r^ad the following 
aectioae of that Book:— 2 . It is no matter 
of faith that the churdt^ cannot err either ir 
matters of fact, or in matter of speculatloi 
or civil policy depending on mere humar 
reason, these not being divine revelationc 
deposited in the Catliolic church." “ 3 
If a General Councif, much less a Papa 
Consistory, presume to depose a 

king amkJo absolve his subjects from thei 
alli'gmnce, no Catholic could be bound to 
submit to such decree." Hence it folloiVs 
** 4. That subjects of the king of Englan 
lawfully may,*^iLhout the least breach o 
any Catholic pji^nciplej Kinounce uponooail 
the«teachingtfjr'practising the dubtriue o 
deposing kings excommunicated for heresy 
liy any authority whatsoever^is repugn 3 .ni 
to the^iun^araental laws of tlie V%tion, as in¬ 
jurious to sovereign pqwer, and as destructiv 
to^eace and gopd goveniinenti^|. *^6. It i. 


10 matter of faith to believe that the Pope 

s himself infallible." “ 7* Nor do Catholics, 

as Catholics, believe that the Pope has any 

direct or indirect authority over the tem- 

oral powers and jurisdictioa of princes. 

lence, if the Pope should pretend to absol ve 

ir dispense his majesty’s subjects from their 

.llegiance on adcount of heresy 

uch dispensation should beyain m^t^ull, 

md all Catholic subjects, notwifRstanding 

iuch dispensation or absolution, should be 

till bound in conscience to defend their 

king and country at the hazard of their lives 

nd fortunes (as far a;s Protestants would 

be bound), even against the Pope himself, 

should he invade the Aation." “ 9 As for 

the king-killing doctrine, or murder of 

)rinces excommunicated for heresy, it is 
■ •* 

universally adff lilted in the Catholic church, 
and expressly so declared in the council of 
'bnstance, that such doctrine is impious 
and execrable, being contrary to the known 
aws of God and nature," “ 11. It is a 
t'undamcnlal truth in our religion, that no 
)ower on earth can license men to lie, to 
urswear or perjure themselves, to massacre 
their neighbours, or destroy their native 
country, on pretence of promoting the Ca¬ 
tholic canse or religion. Furthermore, all 
pardons or dispensations granted— 
t^nded to be granted,^in order to any suCy' 
ends or designs, could have no oiher valiX* 
dity or ed'ect than to add sacrilege and ' 
blasphemy to the above-mcntione<l crimes." 
The book from which he had read these ex¬ 
tracts, the bon. member assured the liousfi 
was us general use and circulation in 
Irelandv^^aiid was held in equal respect and 
venerailoo as the Common Prayer Book of 
England Vas in this country. He had 
quoted the.n for the purpose of shewing, 
that the Ro^naii Catholics of Ireland did 
not maintain any principles contrary to the 
constitution of this country. 

Mr. WiHidm Smith thought that, in an 
anomalous government, like that of Ireland, 
a Protestant government, taking from the 
large bodyof the Catholics all the tithed of 
the country, was at least bound toproKride 
instruction for those Catholics. He thought 
It most expedient and politic, were it to be 
argued on tiuit ground alone, that the in¬ 
struction of the Catholics should be in the 
hands of the government. AdvCttlng to 
thedoctriCies contained in the prayer-book, 
extracts from which had just,'::^n read by 
an hon. gent., he contend^ tbat^if sin¬ 
cere in thosp doc^nes,'Catholics wefS^jn- 
Utlcd to hold any offices of^rutt. If they 
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were not supposed to be sincere, it would 
indeed be unsafe to rely upon tbero, even 
in social inteicourse. The word “ tolera¬ 
tion'' had been very much abused on this 
subject; and he pro^sted against the false 
and uufouTided idea which it had been at¬ 
tempted to convey by it, that those grant- 
''ht^^oleration were superior to those to 
whoi^it^it had been granted. He adverted 
to the conduct of Caiburiiie do Medecis, 
two cent^ies ago, who was herself a most 
intolerani persecutor, and tbu author of 
the massacre of St. Bartholomew; yet her 
last advice to lier soi^ and successor was, to 
eslabhbh amongst his subjects freedom ot 
religion. She had trfed persecution in vain, 
was convinced of^er error, and fully per¬ 
suaded that diliereuces in religion could 
never be settled by force. iV'hat was now 
done, was wise and prudent; and it would 
be stiil more wise and prudent, if the pre> 
sent administration would resolve to do tiie 
same again, at a future period, and Vith 
a better grace. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer protested 
against the eniertainmg of any such belief 
as that he wished tu withhold instruction 
from the Human Catholics of Ireland. All be 
wished to do was, to protect the Protes- 
t^ 4 ^-\tf^vjtinst the increased and increasing 
■j,y!Iuence priesfhood. He confessed 

;.je had opposed the extension of this grant 
during the Iflst parhument. But he ncAv 
tliougiil It better, as he believed he was the 
only person in his inajesly’s government 
who had seriously opposed it, to accede to 
the proposition ot Ins hon. tnend, his 
opposuioii should appear the effect of 
spleen, in endeavouring to malj^ this the 
only exception frcnij the accecWig to the 
grants of the last purliuiiicnt. •' He belie¬ 
ved, however, the prcsciiiwu; the lirst in¬ 
stance 111 which the house, on the applica¬ 
tion of th^ party *dlonc, vvitbout any inves¬ 
tigation in a commiltee, had granted such 
an increase us was proposed during the lust 
parliament. .Had liie house gone into a 
coftimittee, was it possible it could have 
confe to th% rcsulucion of extending the 
Homisli priests in Ireland to double ibeir 
present number? Was this the way to ex¬ 
tend the Protestant religion in that coun¬ 
try ? Only 100 Protestant clergy were 
educatai there annually, yet it was pro¬ 
posed to raise the number of Catholic 
priests times that num^r. 'I’he 

hon. for Norwich ^V. Smith) 

hadktSIked as V tU^e pi%sts l|id been un- 
dtr the care %f government. This was a 


in the matter was, to bear the expence of 
the establishmentt He subfiiitted that if 
this establishment was to be increased, the 
least thing which could be done was, to 
give governmeuc some say in the institution, 
that they might know the manner in which 
the studies were conducted; have the no¬ 
mination of the professors ; or, at least* in 
some shape or other, know that they*were 
not educating a socitity of Jesuits, who 
would not be suffered to exist in any other 
part of Europe. We ought to know, that 
the foreigners who might be employed in 
this seminary were not in actual liostilty 
to us, and that they were nut likely to in¬ 
stil principles inimical to us into the minds 
of those whom they were cu^ed on to in¬ 
struct. He, on the whole, could not help 
thinking, that in increasing the establish¬ 
ment ill question, we were not only sowing 
rhe seeds of continuance for the Catholic 
religion in Ireland, but, in fact, were do¬ 
ing what wc oould to foot life Protestant 
religion out of that country. 'J’lie students 
of the Protestant church, as he had already 
said, only amounted to 100 yearly ; thofo 
educated by this eleemosynary institution 
to the Catholic persuasion, already amount¬ 
ed to 200 ; and it^was propose^© double 
them, or to make them^m^dm to four 
limes the nflmber**of <\\e Protestant stu¬ 
dents, thereby giving the Catholic religion 
a four-fold advantage Q;x^v**'the Protes¬ 
tant. 

Lord Jf. PcJ/y..-sWa, if a Roman Catho¬ 
lic establishment in Ireland wt|^ allowq^, 
they must have an education; ant^ the 
question was, whether that education should 
be in Ireland, or outqf it; or whether they 
shquld have any edacatioii ut all ? If nut 
educated in Ireland, the priests would go 
abroad fur education, where they would 
ftieet with teucts more dangerous to our 
constitution. The house would rdhollect, 
a pnestlioud must ( 441 ^ iu Ireland, and 
that it would be bcst^cfti’-dJie encourage¬ 
ment and observation of govcrMiMt than 
under any other. The right hon. gent, 
had talked as if they were shut up from the 
knowledge of government .but surely ho 
knew there were five visit^g appointed by • 
act df parliament,*one of^^m was ^the 
lord chancellor of Jrelancf, who were to 
make a visitat^n once in three years, or at 
any time ow the requisition of tlj|f lord 
lieutenant ;/and, if they did tkseir duty, 
could iube supposed the establishment waa 
not under^fbe controul of governmem? 

/i • 
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The arguments of the right hoa.*gent. that As to the Dublin seminary, the excellent 
there were only 100 teachers of the Pro- system of learning adopted there, had cer- 
testant religion in the Cniversity of Dub- tainly induced a number of the Catholic 
lin, while there were 200 Roman Catholic gentry to send their sons to that crdlege. 
^iesU in the College of Maynooth, went to Tie believed the number of, Roman Catho- 
nothing but to strike a balance of igno- licsiudents considerably above forty. Those 
ranee; for^ if there were not enough to young gentlemen pursued the same course 
teach the Protestants, it was no reason of studies for four years with tlieir^ 
thbre should not be enough to teach the testaut fellow students, and in i^.&rning 
Roman Catholics; they should rather en- to their family Kad a more friendly, libe- 
large the Protestant teachers, than restrain ral, and just idea of what a Protestant 
or diminish the others, and let the educa- was, than they originally had, or perhaps 
tion be open and manl^, and not claiides- could have otherwise obtained. At the 
tine and mysterious, as it had formerly same time, that college would not forget 
been. If the right hon. gent* had wanted the origin and nature of its institution, 
information, he ought to have called for it. The gentlemen on tfie opposite benches 
by a motion, last session, when he opposed were, he was sure, too'^jvell versed in Irish 
this measure. [The chancellor of the ex- history, not to know that the Dublin Col- 
chequer said across the table, tfiat he had lege was foC'nded upon Protestant prin- 
called for this information, though not by ciples, by Elizabeth, and for the growth and 
motion.]—Lord H. Petty resumed. It wag dissemination of the Protestant religion, 
extraordinary on a subject connected with It was, in fact, a Protestant garrison in a 
the national expenditure, that the right hon. land of Catholics; and the learned and re¬ 
gent. had nut made a distinct motion, spectable characters at the head of the go- 
There was no paucity of the means of edu- vernment of that college, had uniformly 
cation for the Protestant Clergy of Ireland, acted up to the true spirit of its institu- 
There was Trinity College in Dublin, one tion. In the reign of Janies II., the stand 
of the most splendid establishments of the that college made for her civil and religious 
kincj that existed, besides the Universities liberties, would remain upon honourable 
of Oxford end Cambrijdge. At any rate, record, and the late spirit of o- 

if*the mB^ns instructing Protestant deration that induced her tcr'K^rbeur froi' 
clergy for Ireland ■ ^ere' deenAed too small, taking any part in the disputes of the day, 
let not the means of instructing the Roman proved that she could forget her resentments 
Catholic cld!^<5^rdfore suffer; let it not as well as remember her obUgaiions. 
be a contest whicB^^s should be kept in Dillon read from a document he 

the greater ignoranc^^^hrf.Jpvt it^be rather held in his hand, a statement of the nuni- 
BM emulation how to disuse over the whole her o? sinecure livings in Ireluud, without 
courtry, the greatest possible civilization glebe fiV^ses or residences, by whieh, he 
and instruction. ^ contendee, it appeared that tliu Uoinun 

Mri J, Leslie Foster (member for the Catholics piidoue-tenth of their property to 
university of Dublin) hoped, that after ;ho a nominal clergy for doing nothing. He 
allusioD that had been made by the noble said, it wasvo wonder that ihu Protestant 
lord to the place he had the honour to re- church was disrelished by the Irish pea- 
present, he would be excused saying a fe^ sant, when the only way through ^^hich he 
words bn the subject now before the com- knew it was, Che exactions of the tithe-proc- 
mittee. Of the establishment of Maynootli lor. He concluded with an earnest exhor- 
College, as atwubstitulion for St. Omer*8, tation to the house, to adopt some modifl- 
he entirtel) upproved. He did not himself cation of tithes in Ireland, as the best nos- 
remember the circumstances under which sible way of restoring the |ifieuple of that 
it was originally founded; but believed, country to content. 

from what he had beard, that 8000/. annu- Sir John F^e-wport defended the way in 
ally were vote^or the maintenance of 200 which the grant had been introduced, and 
students, an«f>'^00 only. cThe pfinbipals asked, why that mode had not been altered 
of that collfege had, however, now come by the ri^lit hon, gent. (Mr, FosteV), since 
forward, and asked of parliament 5000/. in it had be.m condemned by his colleague 
additipn, for the erection of ^(ildiiigs siffH-1 the chancellor of the exchc^,blir for Eng- 
cient to lodge 200 students nvore. This land? He ^as glad he bad authf^rily of 
he could not help thinking was^in effect to the membe/! for^i^ublin college bearing 
do no less than double the es\[.blisbment* him out m the assertion mac^e by him in that 
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bousei in the forniec parliament, and which 
the right bon. gent, dppoiite (Mr. Perceval) 
did not then seem inclined to credit. There 
were three reasons for encouraging the edu¬ 
cation of the Roman^Catholics in Ireland: 
One, that great lucrative objects were 
withheld from the Roman Catholics, which 
the greatest incentives in the educ^ 
tion'o^the I^otestant. Another was, that 
the Roman Catholics were tlie poorest or¬ 
der, and therefore had a claim on the 
government to promote their education, 
because they were notable to support their 
own pastors. • And a third was, that Ox¬ 
ford and Cambridge which were open to 
the Protestants, were shut against the Ro¬ 
man Catholics; (resides, Irish viceroys, in 
the plenitude of their bounty, took good 
care to carry over to that country a gene, 
rous supply of clergy, who were soon pro¬ 
vided for on the Irish establishment. 

The Chancellor <f the Exchequer, in an-^ 
swer to what bad fallen from aiP hon. 
member (Mr. Dillon), assured that hon. 
gent, that the attention of government 
should be early and anxiously directed 
to the abuse complained of, with respect 
to the want of glebe houses, and sinecure 
livings. He did think with that hon. gent. 

extremely hard, that any man 
)%hould away fti indolent life upofl an 
opulent living, while a pour curate was dis¬ 
charging the duties of that olTice for the 
year round, upon a pittance scarcely suffi- 
cientto maintain him. He had before failed 
in two or three instances, in carrying through 
that house a measure for the regt^tion of 
rectories and cures; he huwevei;/Tow gave 
notice that it was the iutentiony^ his majes¬ 
ty's present government toyfubmit to the 
consideration of the bouse, A measure for 
reducing the opulent livings, and out of 
their abundance making an allowance for 
the poorer curhtes.. It ought to have bee^ 
done before; he wished that the late go¬ 
vernment had paid more attention to .the 
church in Iceland.* 

* Lord Hoviick did not mean to protract 
tie debate^ nor should he now have risen 
to offer any thing way of argument on a 
subject that had been so ably argued on 
both sides of the house, had it nut been 
that he could not sit still after the imputa- 
tion*thrown upon the late government by 
the right hon. gent. He challenged the 
Vgbt IMm^ gept. to state yi instance in 
wbjcb thmate government Aad neglected 
<tffe churchln that country He desired 
*(he right hku. gent, to ask the primage of 
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that county, whit he thought of the duke 
of Bedforas administration as to that bead 1 
lie desired the right bon., gent, to look 
into the secretary of state's office for the 
home department, and there be would see 
the documents that would prove bow far 
the late ministers were guilty of negligence; 
with respect to Ireland; but sbeh a charge 
carried with it all that boldness of asser¬ 
tion for which that right bon. gent, was so 
characteristic. The noble lord then ad¬ 
verted to the conduct of another right lion, 
gent. (Mr. Foster^ in coming before the 
house so totally unprepared, without ha¬ 
ving made the previous enquiries when he 
was in Ireland, and which he might have 
made as visitor of Maynootb college, a con¬ 
duct that appeared to him to evince a cul¬ 
pable ca^lessupss and levityv 

Mr. foster said, that th« noble lord had 
charged him with*levity. He asked that no¬ 
ble lord if there was a document to produce 
to the house which could substantiate the 
claim now made upon»it, and if there was 
not, he would say that the noble lord, in 
charging him with levity, bad oeen guilty 
not only of levity but ignorance. He con¬ 
tended that no such document could bo 
found. 

Lord IlovMk did not think the right hon. 
gent, could satisfy the house of^Jds diligence 
in office by evading thej:!larg/of negligence, 
in resorting to such pitiful excuses. 

Mr. Foster would notCi^U^uch language' 
unparliamentary, botJ^^Aould pronounce 
it pitiful. 

Lord Hoxoick left it to the house to deter¬ 
mine: the right hon. gent, had saief, be 
could not find^ny document. He tHPn said, 
he did not say be had made any enquiry; 
and he now said,* that he did not sav, he 
had not made an enquiry ; if such was to 
be the candour Jnd intelligence of the 
Irish chancellor of the exchequer, he could 
not congratulate that country yii the ap¬ 
pointment. 

Colonel Harry few words against 
the policy of continuing tfieerggt in future. 

He had been present at all (Ge former de¬ 
bates on the subject and had not heard of 
these documents. He disapproved of the 
wanton and unprovoked^perity with which 
tiv? noble lord shad trel^d his right hoH. 
friend. * • • 

Mr. Sheridan congratulated the late ad- 
ministratiAi on the honourable testimony 
they hacj^eceived from the g^iilletnaiuwho 
had just sat down: that genriernan bad 
preseut^^ all the former discussions upoo^ 

H 
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lth >8 subject* yet such i^a^bis couBdence in 
tb^virtue of the late ministers, fbal be ne¬ 
ver once felt himself cull|d ypon to deliver 
bis sentiments upon the present subject 
[ A laugh : ] but now when men bad suc¬ 
ceeded, for whom they both felt such a dis- 
ifust, his patriotic jealousy at oticc put an 
fnd to thaV silent and according acquies¬ 
cence to the j udgments and seiiUments of 
bone^ter mm. 

Colonel Barrj/ said, that certainly the di¬ 
ligent and punctual attendance of his right 
hon, friend to his parliamentary duties,’in 
the last sessions, [a laugh,] enabled him to 
remember accurately all that then passed in 
that house. Unfortunately, however, he 
(Col. B.) had spoken on that subject, 
though he did not expect,.nor indeed, did it 
appear, ttiat ?t had made any greaV impres¬ 
sion on his righvhou. friend. 

jMr. Shtridan said in Liiswcr, that if he 
bad not been as vigilant and anxious in his 
attrntion to his parliamentary duties during 
the last sessions as he usually was, it was 
owing to nothing but his unbounded coidi- 
diencc in the late ad ministratum. [A laugh.] 

Dr. denied that the late admi¬ 

nistration had manifested any solicitude to 
promote the interests of the Protestant re¬ 
ligion in Ireland. On the contrary, he had 
to state tha/ a bill which he introduced, at 

the instanceseveral of the archbishops 
and bishops of Irelaffd, to enforce the rrsi- 
•deiicc of the elefgy. and whicli bill was a 
transcript of'lhavi»brought forward in this 
country by sir VV. Scfc5f-uaa discountenan¬ 
ced by that adrainistratioVi, and in conse¬ 
quence rejected. What the administration 
to whUh he referred had done for the bcuc- 
iil of tluxestabUshcd church in Ireland, he 
had yet to learn. ‘ 

Lord fiott’ifit had no Wea that the dis^* 
inclination of the late government to coun¬ 
tenance a measure brought forward by the 
learned doctor was likely to depreciate the 
character* of that government, cither in 
England or Ireland. -.^Iberelore he did not 
think it nece 8 sarf*io make any attempt at 
vindicating liMiself or his colleagues against 
the learned doctor’s accusation. 

Lord Milton observed, that gentlemen, in 
.asserting the sufficiency of a certain num¬ 
ber of clergymen adniiniyter the duties.of 
the Catholic in Ireland, because 

such a number* was tliought necessary in 
1795 , seemed altogether to excli^le the con- 
sidcratioB of those events which'Vad since 

C curred ori*the continent, which events 

ailed the supplies froiA that quay^er," and 
• V 


also appeared to forget the growing popula¬ 
tion of Ireland, 

Mr. Grattan thought it remarkable, that 
while the geullemen on the other side agreed 
to the resolution, the^ pursued a course of 
argument directly against it. Their argu* 
merit, indeed, would militate not only 
against the proposed increase .of the inst^ - 
tuLiun, but against its original est|^;.ulish- 
ment. The principle of the* original esta¬ 
blishment was to provide the means of edu¬ 
cating and domesticating the Catholic cler* 
gy of Ireland, and thus to protect them from 
the opportunity of iuibjbing foreign princi¬ 
ples. With that view,*the college of May- 
nouth was instituted, and the slate of the 
continent at the time reiqlored such an in¬ 
stitution peculiarly necessary. Did any al¬ 
teration lake p^ace in the state of the con- 
linent to abate tbe amount or character of 
that University f It was absurd to say, that 
-the same luimberof Roniau Catholic clrr- 
gynicL would suffice for Ireland now, tliat 
was thought requisite in 179 ^ ; fur that 
would be to suppose the population at a 
stand, and nothing could be imagined more 
absurd than to suppose that 200 clergymen 
would be sufficient. There wtre no less 
than 2400 parishes and 1100 beuehces in 
Ireland; and if so many clergym^jps^*i*'"‘e 
aptx)intcd to instruct ( ne milU.C.< of Pro¬ 
testants, or rather half that number, fur the 
other half at least of those denominated 
Protestants belonged to the different clas¬ 
ses of dissenters, how could 200 clergymen 
be considered competent to perform tha 
ecclesi'.'stical duties of Catholicity to three 
millions^'^f people ? The idea was prepos¬ 
terous. Ss'd as to the expeuce, the Ca* 
tholics wer\ generally unable to educate 
their clergy, \nd they must be educated at 
the public expcnce, or they must be igno¬ 
rant and a disgrace to Christianity. The 
pxpence was trifling, and the object was 
material. Would any friend to toleratiou 
in common policy starve religion to save 
the" treasury 5000/, ?—Tne right hon, gent, 
animadverted in terms peculiarly empha- 
tical upon the statemcuU of thoset who dwelt 
upon what they called thi& uncivilized state of 
Ireland, borne indeed, said the right hon. 
gent., affect to say that the great body of the 
Irish people are mere savages. I will not 
defend tbe Irisbagainstsucb acharge, but I 
will defend you. If Ireland, after having been 
so many cenWies connected wijWjOU, h^s 
not learned en lugh at least to re^ue itfrom 
the savage sta^, while the' woud has been 
progressively improving, its connection with' 
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your coutitryhas not been a blessing, but a 
nuisance. I will never hear, added the 
right hou. gent., any reflection upon the 
morals or manners of my country without 
rising to resi&t it. (shall always protest 
against any reflections upon a country to 
which I owe so much—to which you owe so 
■ which is still ready to serve you, 

and li'fl'm wl^h, I trust, you will continue 
to derive the most active and ardent sup¬ 
port.—-The resolution was then agreed to. 


in the lobby,” and which was, upon the 
Idth of Feb. 1700, declared to be a stand¬ 
ing Order, be' reSd ; and the same being 
read, it was ordered, That a committee be 
appointed to take the same into considera¬ 
tion, for the purpose of enabling the chair* 
man, in a1! cases where the bou^ has given 
power to the committee, to send for per*, 
sons, papers, and records, to issue an ofGeir 
accordingly, so that such persons, papers^ 
and records may be in readiness for 
coQimittee to proceed upon at the expira¬ 
tion of the week's ilbtice ; and that they do 
report the same, with their opinion there¬ 
upon, to the house. 

[Breach of Privilege—C oMPT.AiRt 
RESPECTING THE PoOLE WttlT.] Mr. 

^ pursuant to notice, rq^e to call t|he 
attention of the house to a circumstance, 
which was not orjy a vi<ilatioii of law, Uut 

high breach of the privileges of that hou:se. 
On the Cpth of April, the writs were is9u<»d, 
as he understood, for the general electipn, 
and amogst the other* writs* one for Ifbe 
election of Burgesses to serve in parliam<ent 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

ThUrtdajf, July l6‘. 

* [Minutes.] A new writ was ordered 
for the borough of Orford, in the room of| 
lord Ilobeit Seymaur, who having been also 
elected for the county of Caertnarthen,had 
made bis election to serve t<«r that county* 

—The speaker informed the house, that In* 
bad received a letter from Samuel Smith, 
esq., who, having been elected for Midhurst 
and Leicester, had made his election to 
serve for Leicester* A new writ was then 
ordered for Midhurst.—Mr. Hobbouse re¬ 
ported from the committee, to whom the I I'orthe townandcountyofthefown ofPoole. 
resolution of the bouse of the 11th day oi l He had been informed by the messengeH’ of 
Feb. 178p, respecting the Recognizances | the great seal, that this writ had been de- 
to be entered into by any person having] livered immediately by him to Mr. Jonathan 
a petition to this house, complain- Bmndrett, chief c[erk to Mr. L^ten, in. the 
: Ing of a^'/due eleftion, was referred; lliat I Temple, to be sent to tl^p of Peft ile. 

' the committee had come to the following I Wh* n he called upoii«ftIr, Lo*wten, to en- 
resoluiioiiThat, so far us the paid rest)- quire whether the writ had hern sent, he,^v^ls■ 
iutioii respects the notice required to be 1 informed, that it had bejp.'^efit three Ijoma 
given by the petitioner to the siti'iig mcni-1 before; and on askin^ro whom the wr it had 
her or members, or their known agent or I been sent, he rtl;eived a rude ansu er de¬ 
agents, of the time and place of ty inlcn- I dining to state to wlioni, and ijLxom pajiied 
ded examination of the suOicie^n*^ of the I with an observation, that it had be'^gji sent 
surety or sureties to be uamej!l'''iii any re-1 down in opposition to himself. It was not 
cognizance, and of the nanv i, additions, 1 till the 20th of May that the chcri^gaveno 
and places of abode of such sureties, if the tjee, that the elechion would be hf dd on the 
petitioner shall not have been able to find I 25th ofMay,and inconsequence, ffirRichard 
and serve the sitting member or hie known I lUckerton,one<jftlielordbuf the admiralty,, 
agent or agents, and if he shall thereupoifl and himself, who had gone down to Poole 
have obtained an order from the house en-| when the writs were issued, C'jpficting that 
larging the time for entering into his repo-| the election would^jjfpjne on immediu.ely, 
gnizance, lb shall be suflicient for the peti-1 with several of the elec-to rti of that city, 
fioner to give the said notice in writing, 1 were detained there three vilStJks to their 
seven days*at least previous to such ex.imi-1 great incoiivcnieiice. lie s1;iould not detain 
nation, to the clerk of the house of com-1 the house by dwelling upon, the motives of 
moiis, who shall enter the same in a book I the conduct of which hc^cximplaincd, but 
to be kept for that purpose, which shall be should only state, thutHh 'parties ran higli 
open to the inspection of all persons con-I in*the town.and the iiuj^crs were ,nearly 
cerndU.” Ordered, that the said resolution I balanced, the delay had beresorted to,, 
be printed.—Mr. C. Dundus ^loved, that 1 in order toiive an oppoitui'iiiy to one per- 


tlje ordd^'W the house of the^^th of Nov. 2on, who /Jould not have been ta 

llie chairman m the Commit- vote till me 22d of May, lii jufto attain the 
^ tee for any rrivate bill do uof sit thereupon, proper age to vote.* The cc msequence wosf 
* without a w^k's'public notice thereof se#up a special return with res^iect t xi the two titfaSr 

A . / ‘ 
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candidates; be having been the only per-j 
son actually returned. He should not 
trouble the bouse fartheif at |>re6ent, on the 
subject, than by moving, that Mr, Scaiu- 
forth, messenger of the great seal, who 
was attending in the lobby, should be called 
to the bar, to be examined relative to the 
business. 

Mr. Creeve^ wished to know what breach 
of privilege thehon. membercomplained of. 

The Speaker said, <it was his duty to an¬ 
swer that question. Undoubtedly, any 
person who detained a «^ivrit issued for the 
election of a member of that bouse, was 
guilty of a high crime and misdemeanour, 
the highest which that bouse knew, be¬ 
cause such conduct had the effect of keeping 
the representatives of the people,who ought 
to be in the ^louse, for the time,t8ut of it. 

Mr. StainfoWh was then brought to the 
bar, and stated, that be ^ had received the 
writ fur Poole a little after twelve o’clock,' 
on the doth of April, and delivered it with¬ 
in less than two hours after.to Mr. Brun- 
drett, chief clerk of Mr. Lowten, for the 
purpose of being forwarded with all possible 
expedition to the sheriff of Poole, Mr, 
Siainforlb then withdrew, and Mr. T. Low- 
ten and Mr. Jonathan Brundrett were or¬ 
dered to attend the bouse to-morrow. 

|yoLUN\rsns.] ^\r Thomas Turion^ iw 
nsing to markV hit i^oticn, in jrursuaiice of 
his notice, for a return of the effective 
stretigth of the Volunteers, felt it impossible 
not to participate'^.* the satisfaction of the 
house and of the publi%;‘ that a noble lord, 
whom he did not then see iii his place, was 
to-morrow fo bring forward a proposition in 
which^his part of the national force would 
be adequately provided for. There was a 
return similar to that wished to call for 
before the house, presented in December 
last, but as he knew tLat it was inaccurate 
with respect to three or four regiments, be 
was sorry that it could not be seeu from it 
how far it was to be depended on. It was 
peculiarly desirafrlcritf the present situation 
of the rn unf^ y to ktiow what was the effec¬ 
tive strength of its Volunteer force ; as it 
was not to be concealed that that force had 
greatly decreased in consequence of the dis¬ 
couragements wl^h it had met with. He 
wag coDviiiced^owever,* that the Vokin- 
Vere soi^ *at heart, and that, Vith a 
^Jiittle encouragiement, they woidd again fall 
'into their ranks ; and, in the state 

of she c5uuyy, they should lool^to the Vo¬ 
lunteers principally fo^ the defence of the 
eountry. Ha should conclude 8y moving, 




that there be laid before the bouse a return 
of the effective strength of the Volunteer 
force of Great Britain and Ireland, distin¬ 
guishing cavalry from infantry, to the latest 
period to which the 84 me can be made out. 

The C7iflace//or of the Exchequer had no 
objection to the motion, as he thought that 
every informatTon on this subject should be 
afforded to the house. But ije apprehend¬ 
ed that the hon. baroiiet would be disap¬ 
pointed, if be e.xpected more accurate in¬ 
formation in this return than in that which 
bad been laid on the table in December last. 
The inspecting field-o.fficers had then been 
done away, and the returns were made by 
the commanding ofliicefs of the corps, with¬ 
out any check on the p^rt of government. 
These inspecting hcld-officers had been only 
just appointed and, though they might have 
made returns of a few corps, the great mass 
of the returns, which by the law«were to be 
made every three months, would still rest 
on the same authority as the returns to 
which the hon. hart, had alluded. 

Mr. Shav) Lefevre contended, that if any 
relaxation had taken place in the zeal of the 
Volunteers, it was because there did not 
appear the same occasion for theif services, 
and that, when the enemy should again ap¬ 
pear on the coast, they would ai|^'a4.11v 
roGnd their standards^ If thc-Volunteers, 
had been worked, as formerly, he was Bure\^ 
their numbers would have '^diminished. 
The measures of the late administration 
respecting them, be insisted, were wise. 
He felt warm on this subject, because he 
had ccAmmauded Volunteer corps ever since 
1794, akd he knew them to be attached to 
their sove^Vign and the constitution. Whilst 
be had a limb to stand upon, he should be 
found at his'' post, and he was persuaded 
the Volunteers would be found to adhere 
steadily, to the principles upon which they 
associated. 

Sir 1\ Turton replied, and contended that 
such discouraging language as ** armed de 
mocracy,*’^‘depo8itanesofpanic,’’dec. which 
bad been applied to tliem in parliament,hah 
principally tended to diminish ihe numbers 
of the Volunteers. It was impossible for 
them, having the feelings of men, to be in¬ 
sensible to terms of reproach, and it re¬ 
quired all the influence of their officers to 
keep them from shewing their sense of them 
by withdrawing from their corps. He had 
raised the cp^s he now command fa',in 179^, 
and had the^tisfactioo to stall, that what¬ 
ever provoca^n might have Ken given to 
the Volunteers, his corps liay not been in-' 
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flaeneed by it.-»Th« motion was then agreed 
to. 

[East-Tnoia Compakt'i BoirotBu.!*.] 
Mr. Grant moved the order of the day, for 
the second reading df the East^lndia Com-' 
pany's Bonds bill. On the question being 
.put, 

Mr. Creevejf rose, not to negative the se¬ 
cond reading of this bill, but to move that 
the second reading of it be put off, till the 
East-India accounts now printing, should 
be in the hands of members. The house ; 
was iiot'in possession of any documents to | 
prove the expedieift*y of agreeing to such 
a measure. This v);a5 the first instance in 
which that house had been called upon to 
pass such a measifl'e, without previous en¬ 
quiry into the grounds upon which it was 
founderl, by having the petitftjii referred to 
a committee of the house to examine into 
its allegations. There were at present two^ 
budgets in arrear, and the last accoutits ol 
the India company, to which the house 
could resort for infunnation, shewed the af- , 
fairs of the companv to be in a ruinous' 
state. By those accounts it appeared, that 
there was an excess of above two millions 
in the coiopaiiyV foreign expenditure over 
the^ revenue, and a loss of 2,200,000/. in 
houie« Under these circifm- 
^t^iices, and whilst the company had a debt 
of seventeeivmillions at home, payable at 
vhe option of the holders, he did not think 
that parliament would do right to pass this 
bill without enquiring what means the 
company hud of discharging, as well their 
former debt, as this new iucut>((>ranL'e. 
He should therefore, notwithstanding the 
prospect held out by the hon. director op¬ 
posite, of a permanent peace, and conse¬ 
quent prosperity of the afl'airs of the com¬ 
pany, move us un amendment, that the 
bill be read a-second time on this day 
fortnight. 

Mr. Grant replied, that though the hop. 
member might be actuated by a desire to 
promote the* public interest, he took the 
wrong course in his speech, for his argu¬ 
ments were foundetf in ignorance, not in 
his knowledge of the subject. The sole 
and simple reason for bringing forward the 
bill before the India accounts could be 
brought under the consideration of the 
house was, tb&t if that course h^ not been 
taken, th*A^ll could not be pawd this ses- 
siob. The^on. member w^aware how 
difficult it was t6 prepare ^e India ac- 
^unts, so as ^haa they could be presented 
in a form to ^ intelligible to the members 

VOL.IX, ^ ^ 


of that fionse. He was sorry to find an 
hon. gent. who«had filled situation 
lately held by that hon. member^ sc igno¬ 
rant of the affairs of the company at to make 
the assertions he had done.' It was true 
that by the accounts on the table there ap¬ 
peared a deficit at home of above 2,200,000/. 
wiiich the hon. member bad stated |p be 
the amount of the company’s loss ois their 
trade, whereas it had afisen from the quantity 
of stores and other articles which were 
necessarily sent oitf in consequence of the si¬ 
tuation iu which the company’s settlements ' 
were placed. By the plai] adopted in 1802 
for the liquidation of the company’s debt, 
it had been recommended to send out from 
Europe considerable quantities of bullion, 
in orders to avoid the necessky of making 
loans on improvident terms in India. This 
had been done id 1803, 4, and 5 \ but the 
sutns and bullion so sent had been applied 
to the purposes of the wars that then ex¬ 
isted, so that,no reduetion of the debt had 
taker, plact!. So also, when the system in 
India had been changed by marquis Corn¬ 
wallis, considerable sums had been sent 
out, not for commercial purposes, but for 
the general expenditure of the presidencies 
in India. Under these circumstances, the 
company, though*by law autb^ilzed tq in¬ 
crease iheii^funded st^dk, Irod applied to 
parliament for authority to issue bonds, 
and this was a much better course for the 
public, besause, if the^fiifickof the company 
should not be woritil^y thing, it would be 
irretrievable to the holders, whereas the 
bonds might or might not be taken at*the 
option of the individuals who might^pedu- 
late in such securities. What he had sai^ 
with respect to tl^*prospect of peace, was 
fitunded on the report made by the gover¬ 
nor-general, and be persuaded that the 
jealousies of the native powers had been 
extinguished by the conciliating dispositioii 
manifested towards them by our govern¬ 
ment. On all thesfe^'g-nqiids, he should 
vote that the bill be now re^a^condtime. 
Lord Foikestane defended the statement 
of his hoii. friend, as to the situation of the 
East-lndia company’s affairs, and contend¬ 
ed for the propriety of deferring the dis¬ 
cussion, till the papers nonprinting shoiiltT 
be in the hands of the mdhiLt|rs. pro¬ 
tested against the implied guarantees that 
vv>uld be gi ^en to the security of the bonds, 
without si^cieut investigation^f the ^i|t8 
of the company’s gfiairs. To issue 
bonds* without such a guarantee, would'bi^ 
to delu^ tbef>ubHc, * 

- 3 11 / * 
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• Lord Howkk insisted upon the propriety 
of ss^ing till .the docun^ts how printing 
•bould be before the bouse. Tbe impor- 
lODce and extent of tbe measure to be pro- 
.posed tomorrow, for the defence of tbe 
country, would involve details, which 
would, in aU probability, keep parliament 
sitting fur so long a time, as' to allow full 
opportunity to pass this measure after am¬ 
ple discussion. Tbe, state of the East-ln- 
dia company was such, that if the bouse 
could not in this sessiQp, go into a par¬ 
ticular iDvehtigatiun of the company's af¬ 
fairs, Jt ou^lu at least to pledge itself by a 
resolution to do so in tim next. He ex¬ 
patiated on tbe declining state of the com¬ 
pany's investments and sales; on the- in¬ 
creased dangers menacing our Indian pos¬ 
sessions from the increased power of Bona¬ 


parte, whose hostile designs against our In¬ 
dian empire were wellkiiowD. He insisted^ 
also on the instability of the peace with the 
native powers in Iq^ia. He was of opi¬ 
nion, that those who should advance mouey 
on the credit of these bonds would have a 
claim upon tbe public, if tbe company 
should prove unable to discharge them, 
[Certainly nut, said Mr.Grant,] That was, 
in his opinion, at least doubtful. If the 
company cj^ld raise the- money on its own 
cre*dit, wb^^d ic come to parliament? If 
the sanction of paHiaroent was necessary, 
it was in order *to give tbe bonds a cre¬ 
dit, which impK^d a sanction, amount¬ 
ing virtually to a gu^otee. 

Mr. it. Dunda9 defended the raising of 
meney upon bonds, in preference to the 
augtmntation of tbe company’s capital, 
which ^e companv was already by law en¬ 
titled to make. \Vilh respect to the ur¬ 
gency of passing tbe bill soon, he believed 
it was strictly a private bill, and must of 
course be reported this day se'nnigbt, orj 
fall to tbe ground. This, however, the' 
house might dispense with. With respect 
to tbe state of thejtfwpany^s affairs, though 
expensive warhead brought on heavy 
charges, Indian empire was as little 
jruined by those heavy charges, as this 
country was by the heavy wars it had to 
in Europe. Nt-ither did tbe failure 
.^iaitmercial V^culatiipns in one or^two 
J(t8 imply a^clute ruin. <The Westrliv 
fia merchams also were under difficulties: 
stdobody thought of sayingithey were in 
;of being ruined. Hei^enied th*at 
iein£ of this bill amounts to a giia> 
on the part of ^arliamei\^. It might 
as*well be argue^, that parliament would 
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be guarantee to the increase of the capital 
which tl)e company had already power to 
moke by act of parliament. 

Or. Laurence^ .as a member of parlia¬ 
ment, ignorant on thiS’subjeci, and entitled 
to inforitmtion, contended; that no far¬ 
ther proceedings .should be liad on this 
measure, without full inspection'of sucl^do- 
cuments as could be had. There would be 
abundant time for this. It was generally 
i understood that tbe session could not be 
terminated in less than five weeks. 

Tile Chancellor of the Exc^uer thought 
it strange, that, as this measure had been 
agreed to by the late bqard of controul, it 
should now be opposed the secretary to 
that board (Mr* Creevey). He denied that 
parliament, in passing the bill, guaranteed 
the l>onds. The present high price of the 
company’s stock, jso per cent., was a suffi¬ 
cient proof of the company’s credit, and 
(he stability of its funds, without tbe aid 
of parliament. The present discussion 
was, at least, a sufficient notice that par¬ 
liament gave no sanction. The parliament 
was never supposed to sanction the West- 
India dock company, or any other private 
speculating company, when an act was 
passed, enabling such company to increase 
ita capital. It was aljowed cmplflnurds, 
that the company wanted relif^ and thi^ ^ 
was the best mode of granting |hat relief. 

Sir A. Wellesley supported the measure, 
and mainuined the propriety of proceed¬ 
ing upon it without delay. The company’s 
investments been fully attended to* 
The dl^cuUies arose from the state of the 
continental market, goods to the amount of 
/,000,O0OA being on Iwnd. The territo¬ 
rial revenue in India, afforded a surplus of 
1,000,0001. above the expenditure. The 
late wars had rendered our empire more 
secure against any attempt from the native 
powers. 

Lord Morpeth recommended a minute 
investigation of the company’s affairs, with 
a view to a complete settlerodnt. Tempp^r 
rary arrangements were indeterminate ^nd 
unsatisfactory. « * 

Mr. hamb thouglit parliament bound to 
investigate the solvency of the panics to 
whom it granted power to raise money, and 
of course responsible in the event pf these 
parties proving inselvent.^The question 
being put,f a division took plac^^ 

Kor rea&iig the bill a 2d now, * 35 

Against ^.«..(*..• Ip 

Tbe bill was accordingly i;ead a second time;^ 
afid ordered to be comraitt^ on Monday^ 


k 
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HOUSE OF LORDS* 

Fridayf July 17 * 

[luiSH Clebe Houses Bill.] The or¬ 
der of the day bekig read for the second 
reading of the Irish Glebe Houses bill, 

The Earl of Haritoicke said, he should 
wish the bill to be postponed for further 
€:ousideratipD, to Thursday next. He con¬ 
ceived the bill to be superfluous: aft act 
having passed in the yfar 1803 granting 
tlie sum of 56 , 000 /. the same as proposed 
by the present measure, for building Glebe 
Houses in diflerent parts of Ireland. All, 
therefore, that was required, was to carry 
that act into execution ; and it was with 
the view of enquiring into the causes of its 
having hitherto j^mained a dead letter, 
that he proposed to put off, for a few days, 
the second reading of the bill now on the 
table. ' 

The Earl of Suffolk understood the rea¬ 
son of not executing the act passed five 
years ago, to be the want of sufHcienHsecu- 
rities for the due appropriation of tlie mo¬ 
ney. This was, however, a very unsatisfuc- 
tory reason, because the clerical livings 
might be taken as securities. Something 
ought certainly to be done in the bosiness. 
At a time when the extension of the privi¬ 
leges of the Catliulirs was $0 much objected 
to, sure)y.>!:!]^i^ans should be taken forsprend- 
ing more generally the Protestant worship, 
by increasing the facilities of attcmdance 
upon it. He had no doubt that the resi¬ 
dence of the established clergy in their re¬ 
spective parishes would be productive of 
many converts to the Protestant faith. 
Upon this point he could speak from a fact 
within his own knowledge. What was con- 
sicierered the pattern regiment of the ar¬ 
tillery at Woolwich consisted of Irish Ro¬ 
man Catholics, and of these, as there was 
not a Koinan Catholic Cbapef within a con¬ 
venient distance, a very coiisideiable num-J 
ber of them spontaneously attended the es¬ 
tablished church. Of the dissenters, very 
few, if any, did so*, but that might arfse 
from there l>eing several meeting houses 
inethe neigl^bourbood to which they might 
resort. Among the Roman Cutholic troops 
at the depot in the Isle of Wight, he be¬ 
lieved there were few who frecpiented the 
established church, because they had an op- 
portuaity of attending divine service at 
Cowes, according to theirown system. Here 
be could ;.npt but advert to anlexpression 
wBich feUt^othereveuingfroMhigh autho¬ 
rity (the Lord Chancellor). 'Mieirlordsliips 
•hivd been told, that the Ca|ibolu :8 were withm 


tbepaleofthecoihlitutlon. Ifhewasrigbtly . 
informed,aninstancehadoccurred,in which 
the Catholic soldiers at Cowes were com¬ 
pelled, uuder threats of putiisbinent, to at¬ 
tend the established church: and if such % 
proceeding was to be permitted, it was 
clear that the Catholics were not within the . 
pale of the cons^tutsou,—^Theearlof Hard*- 
wicke's motion was then put, and agreed to. 

[Defence of tiii CounyIty.]» The 
Ear) of Suffolk then rpse to state, that be¬ 
fore be left town, on his necessary avoca¬ 
tions, he should fe#l it bis duty to address 
their lordships on the military defence of 
the country. He was apprehensive that 
the proposition to be brought forward in 
the other house would come before their 
lordships too late to admit of bis delivering 
his sentiments upon it. He should there¬ 
fore state what he bad to gay on Monday. 
He begged leave to remind the bouse, that 
his advice had been followed in many of 
the points which he had repeatedly urged on 
tbeirattentioii.TherestilJ, however, remain¬ 
ed much to be'done towards an efficient sys¬ 
tem ufdcfcnce. He must at the same time in¬ 
timate, that some pf the obse rvations which 
he might have to make, were of so delicate 
a nature, that he was apprehensive be 
should be under the unpleasant necessity of 
cleariiigthebar. -Hewished it lobe under¬ 
stood, that potbing but an iij^rious sense 
of duly could induce him to move for the 
exclusion of strangers. [Here there was a' 
cry of order!] He was/uware tliat he was 
not altogether in ord^r, but lie was unwill¬ 
ing that the public should conceive that be 
wished to conceal from them any proceed¬ 
ing but such as a due regard fur tbesr own 
interests and safety required to be ^ept se¬ 
cret.—On his lordsliip's motion, the hbuse* 
vsas ordered to be Summoned fur Monday. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, July 17 * 

[Complaint uespectino the Poole 
WuiT.] On the muluyi of Mr. Jeffery, the 
house proceeded to the luYtfaer cDusidera- 
tiou'of the enquiry into the etChses of the 
detention of the writ for bolding the 
election at Poole.—Mr. JonathanBrun$frect 
being in attendance, pumuant to an'order 
of ^he house, w^ called^i and examined^ 
Hu staged thiic be was a solicitor actipg as 
clerk to Mr. Lowteii; tbal^mmediutely ^ 
after he had taken out the/writ from tlie. 
crowu-offico, be bad bailed it oger.toa 
gentleman who he exacted ^ould hatw 
torwatded^t with d^possible expedition* * 
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He professed the most respectful deference | caused the silence of ^ the witness: the 
for the authority and privileges of the | courts of law allowed great latitude in this 
house, and declared, that jf he had offended | respect, and though the Xritness might have 
against either, it was altogether without in-1 erroneously applied \ the principle here, 
tention. On being questioned more thuii I some consideration was due to the habi* 
once from whom he had received the writ, I cuhI force of a professional obligation, 
he answered, from Mr. Stainforth of the I It was besides a fact well known to moat 
crown office* On being questioned as to I of tiie members' in the bouse,, that great 
the J^rson by whom he bad been employed I exerfions were in almost every^case of con* 
to taKe out the writ, he pleaded his ho-1 tested election made to obtain the writ, 
nourable feelings as a^bar to his answering, | with a view to fix tlie day of the election 
and entreated the indulgence of the house I as it might suit the convenience of tue 
for his silence. Onthi6,j^r. Brundrett wasiparty possessing it. It was a species of 
ordered to withdraw. I iiypocrisy that be could not join in, to 

The Chance//or the Exchequer sMj that I know and avow out of doors, that such a 
when the situation, education, and charac-1 practice universally prtTirailed, and to cry, 
ter in life, of the witness were considered, I oh horrible! and oh ip^Mistrous! as if it 
his hesitation to answer the question put to I was a most outrageous calumny, when such 
him could not be imputed to mere igno-1 things were q^entiuiied within doors. If 
ranee. But as it did not become the house I the practice was felt to be in itself an abuse, 
to take any rigorous stepnvithout explana-lor to be liable to abuse, it would be more 
tion, be proposed that Mr. Brundrett bePbecoming the wisdom of the house to ap- 
again called in, and that the Speaker should | ply a^Riicral remedy, than to punish any 
explain to biin, that the bouse could not | individual trespass with extreme severity, 
allow the ground be had laid down fur re-1 He thought it would be sufficient punisb- 
fusingtoanswerthequestiouputby itsautho-| meat to commit Mr. Bruiidrett to thecus* 
rity.—Mr.Brundrett being again called in, I tody of the serjeant at arms. 

The jSpee^er informed him, that the house t The Chancellor of the Exchequer contend- 
did not admit the excuse be had offered, I ed for the right of the house to investigate 
and repeated the question to him two or I all 'the proceedings with respect to the 
three times, by whom he had been eni> I wr^. Jf the witness pA-sisted i*r^is refusal 
ployed to tsi^ouS the writ? Mr, Brundreit to answer, he might, in so doing, be am- 
persisted in declining to answer the ques-l bitious to raise his profession^ character; 
tion, and threw liimself upon the indul I but iliac ambition was no reason why the 
gence of the bouseu. | house should restrain itself in the investi* 

The Chancellor of'^e Exchequer saw no I gatiun which its constitution and character 
option for the house iu the contumacy I prescribed, nor in the e.\ercise of the 
of Ihe witness, but to commit him to the* 'means W possessed of rendering that inves- 
custody of the serjoant at ^rms. ligation effectual. The question was per- 

The speaker suggested, that the first fectly legal, and the excuse offered was to- 
{(ttesfion to be put was, that Jonathan tally insufficient. 

Brundrett, having refused to answer lift* Lord Uotcii^ observed upon the gene- 
question put to him b^ the authority of the railty of the practice of taking out writs 
house, was guilty of a high breach of prU twith a view to the convenience of the par- 
vilege.— A resolution to this efi'ccc having’ ties taking them out, in giving them a dis- 
been put, was agreed to, nem. con. crrtion to fix the time of the election. Some 

The Chancellor “^he Exchequer said, general remedy ought ft> be applied. Three 
that as the house had so unanimously de- parliaments ego the wiil for Nurthumbef* 
f^red its erase of the offence committed land had been (offered to htin,twith a view 
against its authority, by the refusal of lift; that he should consult bis convenience in 
will. *S8 to answer, it remained for him only the use of it. He declined tlie offer, desi- 
to fob'up the unanimous resolution of r.tig that it should be transmitted to the 
th^ bous^ by \we usuafe motion in such returning officer, and intimating that if any 
cises.* He therefore moved, fhat Jonathan improper delay occurred he would cotnplain 
-Brundrett offence, com- to the bouse of it. He would ask the 

mitted to 8“°^ of Newgate., secretary oube ireasuiy (Mr.^skissop), 

Mr. BtirAgm that it might be if there werAiot other instaocei: also of bis 

■ a MUM of professi towards the favour in issuVig the writs. When the sheriff 

persqu who had coil kinif thSt had of, Westmoreland sent fof the writ for the' 

• • . ’ . . /• 
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borough of Appleby^ for the election, by 1 lead to a general remedy of the evil com- 
which he now held} his seat, he found it plained of, and that not only a fair issue of 
was issued to another person, who used it writs would be the^rousequenbe, but also ji 
according to bis own conveniciice : die I fair and impartial iutimation of 'intended 
abuse ought to be rgmoved by a general dissolutions, instead of a partial communi- 
remedy, and not by ineffectual severity in cation to a favoured set after the departure 
a particular instance: Mr. Brundreit stood I of the post on a Saturd ay, allowing that set 
rather in the-Iight of a person questioned I the advantage ofirffTority of two, days on 
as to his bein^ implicated in a criminal act, I the canvass. ^ 

than as a mere witness. • If he were not a Mr, Drnf said a few words in vinSica- 
party, but questioned merely as to the tion of the messenger of the great seal, the 
crime of his employers, the professional officer concerned in issuing the writs, 
principle ought to protect him. I Mr. SmitA, in expRuatiun said, he did not 

The C^ancei/or £xc^e^urr said, the mean lo say any thing to the disadvantage 
witness had already acquitted himself by of that officer; but merely to slate the im* 
immediately handing over the writ. An propriety of the general usage in these mat- 
attorney was not protected from aa8weiing,| ters as it stood at present.—The question 
where he himself was a party. 1 being put, it was ordered that^Mr. Brun- 

Mr. /io/Aurst and Mr. on areview drett be cBmmitted to Newgate. — 

of all the circunisUncea, voted for the Mr. ./r//'try thei\moved, that Mr. Ixiw- 
motioD. Util be called in, having first stated, that on 

Mr. Huskhaon defended the treasury I nearing at the crown office, that the writ had 
from the imputation of interfering witfi the been taken out by Mr. Lowten's clerk, he 
issuing of the writs-. I hail gone to Mr. Lowt^n’s chambers, who 

Lord Oasulslon alluded to a case, where I refused to tell him to whom it had been 
he knew of an order being sent from the | sent, but said very rudely, that it had been 
treasury not to deliver out the writ to any I delivered three hours before to a person in 
person m opposition to ministers, and this I the city, wlio bad sent it lo Poole; he 
too at a time previous to its being known | would not tell to whom, but added, if it 
that the place was actually vacant. I is any satisfaction ^to you to know, it is 

Lord imagined the lion, secre- gone in opposition to you^” / 

tary of the treasury would belter under-1 Mr. Lowt^n was the* called in, and in 
-Stand the bid\ he hud thrown about, if he the course of a long examination, staled, 
enquired what had been done in the case that he neither directed Brundrett to take 
of the writ for the university of Cambridge, cut the writ, nor knew who did. On being 
Mr. Sharpe, from h»s confidence in the asked whether, having stated to Mr. Jeffery 
veracity of the hun. member (Mr, Jeffery), that the writ had'been sent to fuole thfee 
and from the contumacy of the witness, fell hours before, he had himself sent, gr was 
himself bound to vote for the motum of privy to its bein^Sent, by any Other person ) 
coniniittal.—-Mr. Montague spoke to the Mr. Luwten begged know, what 
same effect. member meant b^athe word privy? On 

Mr. W. 5/riM candidly confessed, as he beinginformcd tiiat itwas meant to enquire 
believed most members conversant witli vvhether he bad any knowledge, direct, or 
contested clectidns might do if they would, ‘indirect, be said he had not; that he had 
that he bud himself made an arrangement merely ordered Biundrett to givc*it to the 
to get out a writ early for the advantage of persons in the city who had employed him 
a friend of his; but, upon application, he to take it out. lie could not answer pre- 
fduud that the opposite party had been still ciiely what he had said to the hon. member; 
mure active and successful. He hoped a he bad, he believed, said, that the writ had 
general remedy would be provided by an been sent into the city three hours before. 
obJigHtioB to issue the writ only to the re- He had not said it hud beep sent to Poole, 
turning officer. He deprecated tl» severe at least he knew nothin^uf the fact of i aw 
punishment of an individual case in the pre- ha^ng^ been ,so sent. The hon. member 
sent gtBieral practice. He thought a com- was very pertinacious, and w|iuld not take 
mittdl ought now to take plau; but the the answer thiis'giveii him, butMr. Lowteu 
excuses tila^ had been offere^ would be teld him he would give no other. Jie did 
irresistible founds of liberatwn as soon as not say the writ was gone, in opposition* to 
a motion to that effect coult^^ made. the bc^n. member, his conn 'ctions, or his ' 
* ' Dr. Laurence hBped this ducussioa would opponents.* Ontbis diHijience beiweeu'th^ 
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•statement of Mr, Jeflery and Mr. Lowten, uodsb oFitoJiaiONS. 

as to wbat^ passed at this inteniew, some Monday,^uitf SO. 

qoestions arose as to Ovbo were present. [Minutes.] Mr.^lellish presented se- 
After some remoustrances on ihe part of veral petitious from the ministers, church- 
.Mr. Lowten, as to the impropriety of ex- wardens, and over^ers of the poor of dif- 
airitning who was with him upon private fereut parishes in the city of London, against 
business, he stated, that it was Mr. Bryant, Mr. Whitbread's bill for the Education and 
attorney, *atid that Mt.'dsffery was accum* Relief of the' Poor. The (u^titions were 
poiiied by Mr. Graves, of the same pro- respectively ordeted to lie on the tabic till 
Tessfon. Mr, Bryant was no clerk noi the second readicig of the Eoor Relief bill, 
assistant of his. When he ordered Bruudrett and referred to (he committee on the Pare¬ 
to cive.tbe writ Co the persons who employ. chial School bill. Similar petitions were 
edhimin the city, hef referred to Messrs, preoented from the magistrates of Surrey, 
Ambrose and James Weston, attorneys, and from diiferent places,-which were dis* 
He knew no reason for their employ- posed of in a similar way.—A new writ was 
ing Bruudrett to take out the writ, ex- ordered forthe BorougbofWincbelseaiii the 
cept that be was nearer to the crown- room of sir F, K. Vane^.barl. who since bis 
office than they, and that he was em- election had accepted the office of steward 
ployvd to tflke out writs for him.* Whenso "f the Chil^rn Hundreds.—Sir C. Pole 
manyenquirif^ were afterwards made about presented a petition from R. Eyre, esq. re- 
the writ at his chaniljers, he thought it lativu to a sum of .^>.9,000/. remaining un¬ 
right to send Brundrett in person to enquirV: paid of the proceeds of a Dutch Factory, 
after it at Poole; Brundrett was hisconfi' captured in the year l/Sl, at the capture 
deolial clerk, and he was anxious to have of which the petitioner commanded his mu- 
bis character setclear in the business. Mr. i jesty's sloop of war. Nymph. The petition 
Lowten was then ordered to withdraw, and praying a compensation out of the public 
the farther consideration of the business was money, wls consented to on ihe pan of the 
adjourned to Monday,when Mr. W. Bryant, crown, by the chancellor of the exebe. 
Mr. W. Graves, Alessrs. Ambrose and James quer, who did not thereby pledge him- 
WestOD, were ordered to attend on the self as to what course might be afterwards 
moliOu of Mr. Jeffery. *■ aflopted with resp^t to ijie petition.— 

Mr. Baffiam that ^he messenger The Attorney-General brou^t up a bill 

of the great seek be also ordered to attend, to amend the 40tb of the kitfg, concerning 
in'order to explain the circumstances re- the personal and other property of the 
fating to the issue of the writs. king and of the Queen consort for the time 

Mr. Huskiston seconded the motion, being; which was read a first time,—The 
He was anxious to shew, tlmt no influence Chancellor of the Exchequer, pursuant to 
was exercflecl by the treasury.—I'he mes- notice^ moved for and obtained leave to 
seng^r was accordingly ordered to attend bring iu a bill, to cunlinue tCe Commission 
K^n^M#nday. of Military Inquiry. The bill was to 

continue the commission to June next, 
HOUSE OF,COMMONS. *' and he proposed this limit, not because 

Saturday, July ISi he expected they could bring Ibeir labours 

[Minutes.] New writs were ordered to a close in that time, but at the desire of 
for the borough of Heistone, in the room of the commissioners, who wished that parlia- 
Mr. Richards.who since his election,had ac- should have the power of considering 

cepted the office of steward of his majesty's then, how far it might be expedient to 
Cbiltem Hundreds ; and for the borough continue the commission after that periaJ. 
of Appleby, in the room of lord Howick, —Mr. Cochrane Johnstone paoved, fbat 
who, since his election, hud accepted the there be laid before t^e house, an account 
office of steward of the Hundred of F.ust of ail balances to the latest period, for or 
Hendred.—Mr.fG. Galway Mills took the against the army agents, as far as the same 
*oath8aDd his seat.—ML Jeffery, in c:n- could be ascertained. Also, a statement 
.seqdhnce ofniness of ou^of theVitnes- of the fund for granting pensions*to the 
ses, postpon^ the proceedings of the Foole Widows oi Officers, the names of the per- 
writ, to Thursday next.—The Chancelk}r sons upo^the list; the amount of the 
ol*theExc|^equer gave notice, that, on Mon- pension to^ach, and the linp when they 
day, he should bring i^a Bill for continuing were placed\n the list. ' Also, an account 
the commission of military Inquiry/ of the application ofall sums that had been 
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granted by parliamen to the comfiaBsioii- 
. ale list, the names W the persons on the 
list, the amount of aUowance to eerh, ano 
the times when they were respectively 
placed on the list. Oadered.—The East- 
India Bomi's bjj! went through acomniitiee. 
After some eii(|uiries from lord A. Hamil¬ 
ton, as to tht grounds and objects of the 
measure, wliieb were replied to by Mr, 
Grant, in a short stuletftent, the same In 
substance with what he had said in th» 
prior stages of the business, the report was 
ordered to be received on Thursday. 

{Breach of Priwileoe—Complaint 
RESPECTING THE PoOLE WriT.] Mr. 

slated, that he held in his hand a pe¬ 
tition from Mr. Jonathan Bruiidrett, now a 
prisoner in Newgate, offering to answer the 
questions which the hoii&e ^ight put to 
him, and expressing soriow for having 
incurred the displeasure of the house* It 
happened, unfortunately, that, upon^the 
motion of an hon. gent. (Mr. Jeffery), the 
further consideration of the business was 
postponed till Thursday. As to the case 
of Mr. Bnindrett, he trusted that it would 
meet the general feeling of the house to 
bring him up to-morrow, in order that be 
might be examined, and then discharged, 
as his present confinynent was very inju¬ 
rious to bimt^i his professional avocations. 
The petition was then read. It stated, 
that the petifloner was sensible that he bad 
justly incurred the displeasure of tba< 
house, lie declared that, in refusing to an¬ 
swer questions put to him by the bouse, his 
motive was not from any disrespect of the 
house, or disregard fur its authority, but 
that he had acted merely from a general 
sense of liis professional fidelity. He also de¬ 
clared that he whs by po means instrumen¬ 
tal in delaying the writ, as he (j^livered it U* 
the person who enipluyed him, within a very 
few hoursafter he had himself received it. He 
was himself entirely unacquainted with any 
ol the candidates foj the borough of {’oule. 

S e no longer persevered in refusing to dis- 
q^e the persons who employed |uni, and 
was ready aftd willing to answer whatever 
questions the house should think proper to 
put to him, and hoped the house wopld 
I>ermit him to be examined at their bar.— 
Tile petition was ordered to lie on the 
table. J\Ir. Barham then moved that the 
petitioner should be brought uMto-morrow 
to^e examined, 

The Speyer cqnccived would be 

.contrary to ihe^establishe^rules of the 
|lbuse, that a^bqsiness which was fixed for 


Thursday, should Uken up sooner than 
the day |(ppointed. He 'did not recollect 
A single instance of such a thing having 
i>een done* 

1'be Ckaacclior of the Exchequer conceived 
that the hi use <‘iiuld not, in this instance* 
depart from ns accusUgogd^les, hut he 
hiuJ no objection BrunHrd^’s being 

railed up to-morrow, for the purPes^oif 
'»riiig discharged. He thought that^Mr* 
Bnindrett had by bis pe^iion, and declaring 
himself ready to answer, set himself right 
with the house, aiicMie did not think tliat 
It could be their wish to keep him lunger 
•n confinement. If, then, the bon* gent* 
would alter his motion, and move for his 
being called up, not to be examined, but 
10 be discharged, the personal inconve¬ 
nience woftld i>e removed from* thajnduu? 
dual, and tiie rules of the beuse would be 
preserved. 

The Speaker thought this would remove 
the objection. He might be discharged 
to-morrow, and an order might be then 
made that be should attend for the purpose 
of being examined on Thursday, that the 
house should go into the business. 

Mr. Jeffery said, that he should be per* 
fertly satisfied under those circumstances, 
that Mr. Bruiidrett should be called up to¬ 
morrow, for the ^urpo^of being dis¬ 
charged. It •was then ordered, that Mr. 
Brundrett should be callt^ up to-morrow, 
lor the purpose of being discharged. 

[PooE Relief Bill.] Mr. Whitbread 
moved the order of the day, for the second 
reading of the Poor Relief Bill. 

Mr. Morris rose, and said, tlAt althodgh 
there were someaparts of tlie bill to^hich 
h« objected, yet there were some proiaMpiia^- 
of it so imjmrtant, ^nd so conducive, ashe 
conceived, to the int«>re8t and comfort of 
the labouring poor* that he trusted the 
f bouse would feel disposed to adopt them. 
The first feature of the bill, whicluhe deci¬ 
dedly approved of, was the empowering' 
magistrates to grant warrants of relief for 
those whom they knew to be proper ob¬ 
jects. He also highly approved of the 
relief being given to the poor occupier of 
a cottage, simply furnished. As the law 
now sto<^, a person mAt* sell his house, 
hts furniture, his^ied, and even the tools* 
of hi$ trade, Leforehe wafire^nizedos an 
object of relief. Those things, however, * 
were as necessary as food itself; and it* 
was only increasing the burt^pn ^>n the*- 
parisl^ to reduce tie pauper to su'^h an , 
extremity *of distress, that he should .not. 
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b« able to do any tiling for ^htpiself. He 
was sure that this part of the bill would 
meet the general feelin^of the house. He 
considered that it would inCfease consider* 
ably the estimation of the magistrates, if 
they were not merely held up to the poor 
in the way of terror, as the enforcers of 
the penal bur^‘Jtf^y should be also 

as ibe dispensers of the national 
boQOiy and charity. He approved of the 
extension of tlie facilities to obtaining set¬ 
tlements, but disapproved of some of the 
clausesof thebill. He«bjected to creating a 
vestry jurisdiction, and would much rather 
those matters were trusted, as at present, to 
an overseer of the poor, whose decisions were 
still subject to appeal from every petitioner. 
Neither did he approve of the rewards that 
eut at a distant per^d for the 
encouragement of industry: he thought 
those rewards were very well from private 
agricultural societies, but that national re? 
wards should only he given for splendid 
services to the state, done %t the hazard of 
life; or else for valuable diircoveries. He 
thought the common duties of society 
brought with them their own reward. Upon 
the whole, there were so many points in 
the bill of which he much approved, that 
he hoped the bill would go into a com¬ 
mittee, where j4*^ihight Undergo any altera¬ 
tions that w«S5 tOi^ught proper. 

Mr. Davies ^Giddjf would also vote for 
the*second reading, but had strong doubts 
as to the propriety of the proposed relaxa¬ 
tion of the laws of seitlement. 

Mr. IVAiihread rose shortly to reply. 
IleTwas extfemely sorry bis hon. and learn¬ 
ed friend behind him (Mh Morris) disap- 
urovg ^ of many points in the bill, which 
lie mmself conceived lijghly essential to a 
satisfactory amelioration of the poor-laws. 
There were, however, several of the clauses, 
wliich his hon. friend did approve; and it 
be could.not obtain all the clauses embra¬ 
ced by the bill, be was desirous at least for 
the enactment of those, against which no 
material ol jection had been expressed. 
With respect to that clause in the bill which 
tended (o facilitate the obiainment of set¬ 
tlements to poor persons long resident in a 
parish, he was e^^tremely torry to find a 
right hon, gent. (Mr. Rdse),^ who was^tlie 
first to introc^ceh relaxation into tHe laws 
*Upon that head, opposed to the present 
clause. In his own conception, notliing 
could Ub laore inconsistent with reason, 

, justice, and humanity, than the lavn as it 
now. 8too<], which refused settlement to a 


poor man, who had flment the vigour ofl^is 
youth, and the indusfy of bis whole life in . 
a parish, maintaining an honest character 
and an orderly and exemplary conduct, 4t. 
the support of hims^f and his little family ^ 
for SO, 30, or even 40 years, without ev^; 
calling on the overseers for parochial re¬ 
lief: it was cruel lhatsuch a man should be 
driven at the latter end ofjiis life, borne 
down by age and*infirmities, from the pa¬ 
rish which had so long benefited by bis ho¬ 
nest labour, to a parish perhaps two or 
three hundred miles distant, where he hap¬ 
pened to be born, but where be had never 
been since a boy, to seek a settlement and 
maintenance ainongsf persons to whom he 
was utterly unknown, ^nd who would, of 
course, feel but a cold disposition to main¬ 
tain an objei^, of whose character and me¬ 
rits through life, they knew nothing. A 
case of this sort had occurred in his own 
parish, since the dissolution of the late par- 
lianfent, where a poor man of four-score, 
resident fifty years in that parish, applied 
for relief, and the overseers insisted on 
sending him to the parish where be was 
born, at a distance of 300 miles! It was 
enough to break the heart of any magis¬ 
trate of humane feelings, to he obliged to 
give effect to the law in a case of so much 
cruelty; and therefore feeliwg himself un¬ 
able to comply with that severity, he had 
contrived by an application to the overseers 
of the poor man's native parish and those 
in his own, to prevent the poor mao from 
being removed. This wretched old man 
never bad applied before for parish relief, 
and even locked himself up with his aged 
wife, in their miserable couagp, determi¬ 
ned to starve to death rather than be sent to 
a workhouse. It was therefore desirable 
to do away Shis cruel distinction, and to 
enable the magistrates to^do by law, what 
humanity forced them now to do against 
law. Another clause was that which en¬ 
abled the parish over^ers to refuse aid to 
the pauper until he should haVe parted w^h 
the last artit'le of his miserable furnitgre, 
even to his bed, arvi expended the last 
shilling in his maintenance, instead of let¬ 
ting him keep bis little furniture, and afford¬ 
ing him some temporary relief at his own 
house during a time of sickness or transient 
distress, railier than forcing him nafed to a 
workhouscj obliging him to become a per¬ 
manent buMeu on his parish. Upon "the 
whole, he wished the bill to hf allowed to 
go to a comim^tee, to receive such amende 
metitseither by theexpunction or the improve- 
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of tdcli claaMl as now seemed excep¬ 
tionable, and thus Id enact such clauses as 
iw^ld be made unexceptionable, and which 
jouJ^ferive no improvement from delay. 

' '%r. Rose took shaAe to himself, that he 
re the bill was to have been 
tlillsTh^^ai^d a second time. There were 
many clauses of the bill which he approved 
of, and tbod^ht they might be productive 
of much good ; but there were others which 
he thought liable to strong exceptions, as 
tending very much to unsettle a system 
which, however desirous he might be to im¬ 
prove it, ought not to be materially changed 
without the utmost deliberation. He ac¬ 
knowledged he had originated the clause in 
irpSt which facilitated the acquisition ol' 
settlements to the members of friendly so¬ 
cieties. He wished the pr^ciple could 
have been extended generally, but there 
were a great variety of instances, in which 
it would operate oppressively upon flum- 
berless parishes. Upon the whole, he 
wished the bill for the present to be im¬ 
proved as far as possible in the committee, 
that it might be printed, and sent forth for 
public consideration, and again taken up in 
the next session with further opportunities 
for deliberation. 

Mr. Wkitk^ead lariTented, that the ri^t 
bon. gent, whose habits of industry had in¬ 
clined him lb pay more attention to this 
subject than any other member of that bouse, 
should now say he was unprepared* After 
the bill had been introduced in the last 
session,' divided into four, discussed in u 
committee, printed, distributed through Hie 
country for the consideration of the magis¬ 
trates ; and, after the notice of a week 
that the bill was to be read a second time 
this day, that the right hon^^gent. should 
say be had not considered it, was extra- 
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to whichbe had objections. Ho particu¬ 
larly approved offhat part which euabled 
the magistrates tu award relief in those 
cases wheTe the overseers refused it, and 
(hat part which proposed rew'arda fof long 
and exemplary condu ce in po or persons, 
who in their UtltMas meri¬ 

toriously as the soldier, who, in anftt hepii ne 
of life, became entitled by his exprbits to 
the bounty of his country. 

Mr. Simeon denied there was any such 
law in existence, a» that which he was sur¬ 
prized to find taken for granted in the 
course of this debate, namely, a law em¬ 
powering the overseers of the poor, to re* 
fuse relief to a pauper, until he should have 
sold all his little furniture for bin niuntew . 
nance. H» had heard, inriced, 
in many parishes, where there was no reT^ 
aident justice of*the peace, assumed to 
%ake such a law, or to act as it it were in 
existence; but he hoped it would not go 
forth to the pountry,«that any such law 
existed in the British statute books. Such 
a principle was directly contradictory to the 
statute of the pth of Geo. I. which gave itie 
magistrate an appellant jurisdiction on the 
overseer's refusal, and empowered him to 
award relief upon affi davit, shewing ^ust 
ground.—After a tSw wo?d%an expiunata>Op 
the bill was read a 8ecoD«££iaBe\uid ordered 
tu be committed. 


IlOtTSG OF COMMONS, 

Tuesdayy JuiytX* 

[Minutes.] On Uie motion that the 
bill for extending the lioyalty Glasgow 
be now readathird tinie, Mr. Maxwell mo¬ 
ved as an amendment, that t(ie said 4*dJ, 
read this day three n^onths, w hich afteracon- 
v^rsatioii, in which Mf, Boswell, Mr. Laing, 
and Mr. Creevey supported the amend- 
ordinary; and such a plea came from Uiient, and the lord advocate and solicitor 


him, what could be expect iroin other 
members less in the habit of attending to 
such subjects ? He fiad been Purged with 
p^tinacity in continuing to urge«forw arrl this 
system; bub he disclaimed ail pertinat-ity. 
He hoped, however, there was nottiiug re¬ 
prehensible in a member of that house per¬ 
severing in measures which to him appeared 
right and salutary for the public good ; and 
if the right hon. gent, did not approve ihe 
whole bill, there were some clauses at least, 
whiph'he allowed were admismle, and to 
the enactmdbt of those he coul/surely have 
no objection ' ^ 

*/Mr. I^kingtorf spoke generally in favour 
^ the bill, therh were a few points 
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g4 tieral of Scotland the bill, was negatived 
ohadivisiunof4I to91. The billwasthea 
read a third lime and passed.— Mr. Mel- 
ITsh presented petitions Irom tiie parishes of 
St. Mary,lslingtoii,andSt.CleinenisI>.tnes, 
agamstthe Parochial Poor Relief bill.—The 
Speaker acquainted the house that heut. col. 
Alexander Park not havAg*entered the re-^ 
quiiMd recogniaaiftes within the timelirniW 
ed by act of parliament, fhe petition Com¬ 
plaining of an undue return for the shire^ 
of Kinross fell to the ground, and the or¬ 
der lor hearing the same was tfliscAarged, 
Thw tjme for entering into rccognizancw 
on the peftuon complaining of the undue 
return of jiir fames CraTg lor the town of 
31 t 
/ 
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and weit of England, and in Ireland, was 
strikingly’ obvious; in the latter particularly, 
be ttfas convinced that on tAe instructing and 
enlightening of the people depended the 
very safety of the empire itself. Still, al¬ 
though general instruction might be very 
practicable, be^gAM^^^ite prepared to 
agree to sending ohr ^ parlinnicntaiy 
edicS ^jj^fbat purpose. He thought that 
sufficient pains had not been taken to avail 
ourselves of the voluhtary institutions for 
the education of the poor, and was of opi¬ 
nion, that it would be,a^reat improvement 
'to the measure, were it only to operate 
where those institutions were deficient. 
Having instanced several cases in which the 
detail of the bill might be improved, he re¬ 
commended that the bill should be made as 
"80 pus&ible, and be then sent to the 
country for the general seu.tinirpt. Parlia* 
mentought not tube hasty in tliis business: 
they ought to recollect that they vrere legis> 
latirig for posterity on a subject in which their 
happiness was more concerned than in any 
other; for be was convinced that in a thou¬ 
sand attempts to do good, there was not one 
the rcsultof which could be ascertained with 
so much satisfaction as the diffusion of use¬ 
ful knowledge. 

Mr. Whiibtcadjijftp’M^tfd himself happy 
to And, froni. conclusion of the hon. 
geiit/s 8peecn,^l79(t he continued to be an 
advocate for the^ diffusion of knowledge: 
such an opinion was to be expected from a 
man of his character and conduct, and 
one ivho bad paid such unremittiug atten¬ 
tion to similar subjects. He owned, how¬ 
ever, tbat he was somewhat surprised at 
the inchnation for delay ^bicb that hon. 

manifested. . Had be not proofs 
in other parts of the world of the beuehte 
which resulted from the diffusion of the 
truths of the gospel ? And how were 
those truths to still further diffused in 
this coudtry, but by putting into every 
one's hands the keys of knowledge ? The 
bon* gent, bad allowed that the instruction 
the Irish was indispensable with the 
safety of the empire; was a moment then 
to be lost? He (Mr, Whitbread) was then 
vrhat that hou. gej^t. bad often been, in the 
bands o/ the gradual atv^litionists of ^he 
bill. ^ The postponement would be espou¬ 
sed by those I ho hoped, by putting off the 
to pother session, to get rid of it altp- 
gather.The measure had been opposed 
without having been even read, for if it 
< had been readmit could never have* been 
ftsierted that it compiil^ry. Jt did 


not compel a single cifld to attend; it 
only gave power to the x^agistrates to erect' 
schools and to appoint schoolmasters 
rest would necessarily follow. This • 

presentation proved to him, that if AroM^ 
were re-printed end sent into 
it would be on]y to make wast^^^pk^^r* 
When parliament met again, *g^tlemen 
would declare that they had not had time 
to read it, and would press for further delay. 
He desired, therefore, to have a decision 
on it ill the present session. With regard 
to the petitions on the table, they did not 
complain of the principle of the measure, 
but of the enactments, as tending to affect 
the petitioners; but the bill contained a 
clause, enabling the Justices to suspend the 
execution of the bill, where unnecessary. 
'I'his would obviate any inconvenience, un« 
less, indeed, the magistrates were supposed 
to be corrupt. If corruption were thus to 
be imputed to all men, every attempt to 
benedt mankind must cease. We mutt do 
nothing but lie down and die. It had 
been said, that the bill would put an end to 
charitable contributions. Not so. If in a 
large parish 6',000 children were educated 
by charitable contributions, and 10,000 
were not educated at all, his bill passing 
ovar the former would apply only to the 
latter, whose situation was^ rendered at 
present so much more distressing by the 
contrast. It had been also said, that by 
the bill, parishes would be compelled to 
raise a shilling rate. No such thing. The 
bill only gave a power of doing so when 
necessary, a necessity that would perhaps 
not exist once in a tliousand parishes. The 
impossibility of carrying the measure into 
effect in a year, bad been dwelt upon. 
Why was it impossible ? Jn many parishes 
schools were already erected. In others, 
temporary buildings migUt be used un¬ 
til schools were erected. It would be easy 
to find schoolmasters, among whom there 
would doubtless be a :;ompetitiun for ap¬ 
pointments., If the committee adopted 
the proposed amendment, he should de¬ 
spair of its ever being the serious intentionof 
the house to carry the general measure into 
effect. The most weighty objectiops that 
bad been made to the bill, related to the 
niretropalU and its neighbourhood. 4t was 
certainly not probable that police magis¬ 
trates would be so likely, properly to exe¬ 
cute the pfwiribns of the trill*, ds magi^ 
tratesin the Country, who possessed local 
knowledge ancalocal intesf^sts. If, on the 
report of the bill, the xncffib^ ior the cb): 
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^ '^odoo* or lor tb| county of Middlenv, 
propose a cmuse to prevent ibis 
weij from being lodged in.the hands of tbe 
' jigistrates, he should not object to 
peated hisewisb, that the bill 
inight-j tffig in the present session. The 
exfospHvbt Scotland, and. the north of 
England, Evinced the benefits of that 
instruction ia which he was most desi¬ 
rous that the rest of the empire should 
participate. 

Mr. IVilberforct, in explanation, declared 
that on no subject had he formed a more 
deliberate, and at the same time a more 
decided opinion, than on tbe advantages 
which a country must derive from the 
instruction of its pirople. The difference 
of opinion entertained by the magistrates, 
and others with whom he hsgl conversed, 
was not on the benefit of instruction, but 
on the mode of conveying it. 

Sir John Newport was decidedly in favour 
of a measure which the hon. gent. (Mr. 
Wilberforce) supposed to be most inti¬ 
mately connected with tbe interest of Ire¬ 
land and the general welfare of the empire. 
He thought it, however, to be his duty to 
state what was the opinion of a man who 
was not only a friend to tbe regular esta- 
blibhments of these ^onntries, but alsc^to 
its political interests, and who was univer¬ 
sally ackno^dedged to be a friend to the 
human race, be meant Mr. Howard the 
philanthropist; that patriotic and moral 
man bad travelled through Ireland, and he 
stated, that if ever we attempted to incor¬ 
porate any particular priuciples of faith 
with our education of the people in Ire¬ 
land, we should certainly fall short of our 
object. He therefore hoped, that as far as 
respected that country the rystem of edu¬ 
cation would be conducted on tbe most li¬ 
beral and enliglUened principles of tolera¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Tlote urged the postponement of this 
measure. There appeared a general disin¬ 
clination to ft throughout the pountry, and 
in proof of^this, he read a letter fron:t a 
gentleman, stating, that at a quarter ses¬ 
sions, wliere above 30 magistrates were 
assembled, this measure had met with 
general disapprobation. He trusted, how¬ 
ever, tbaf the hon. gent.*s well-meant en¬ 
deavours would give the greater facility to 
some practicable mode being a^pted. He 
hoped that^ f)hin would be ef^ted, which 
abuiild admit of mixing babr*^ of industry 
•with education;/or in mal^ places there 
.liu a disincliqatioii in the lower orders*to 


send their*chi]dren to school merely for ' 
education. If thjp bill were now to be 
adopted, it would incur a great expense in 
the erection of Khodls, &c. without pro¬ 
ducing much practical benefit. He ap- 

f iroved of the amendment, as best calcie* 
ated to reconcile the the me»-- 

sure; it would tHus^ be rendeiwi*^!^ p». 
latable, and a better chance 
afforded for its ultimate success. 

Mr. Simeon though! the question came 
to this, whether it j^ere better to adopt a 
voluntary or a compulsory mode of educa¬ 
tion. He found a general objection against 
enforcing this measure by compulsion. 
Poor parents were not averse to have their 
children educated; but from the ages of 
7 to 14, m country places, they^TOuld send 
their children into the fields, anh 
somptbing for the«beUer support of their 
j/amilies; and if deprived of this advantage, 
they would come sooner upon tbe parishes 
for relief. He tbough^uo one could object 
to the educiftion of the poor, provided 
it was coupled with religious instruction. 
He objected also to this measure, on ac¬ 
count of its expense. 

Mr. Lushington objected to the amend¬ 
ment, as tending to render the measure it* 
self perfectly nugaiery^^-r., 

The Chancellor of the Bt^qtter professed 
himself a warm friend tome moral add re¬ 
ligious instruction of tlfe poor; but* he 
thought that, by adopting tbe amendment 
of his hon. friend, the house would part 
with the measure for the session in a state 
infinitely preferable to that vu which H 
would otherwis^be. He agreed with an 
hon. baronet, that it was not advi^ble to^ 
couple proselytism with education; bui^nV 
hoped that no fe^ of being suspected of 
such an intention would ever induce the 
house to separate religion from education; 
for he was convinced, that by a^religioua 
education alone, the people could be made 
good subjects, and their happiness be esta¬ 
blished.—After some further discussion, g 
division took place; 

* For the amendment . 33 

Against it • • • 12 

% * 

, Majority . : 21 * ■ 

The conipuls(9ry clause was therefore lost.— 
On the re-admission of stringers to the * 
Qallery, we found, 

Mr. PoleCarevj speaking agmnst^hebilh 
He said, he could nevei; admit the justice <xf , 
layiogsueban imposlas two millionsaypar^ 
the amount o{ the charge according to fata 
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own cfllcalatioo, upon one ciass^sf the com¬ 
munity, namely, the lapded interest of the 
country, to educate another class. But 
whBtcveradTanta^e,^a theway of morality, 
might arise .to the poot from learning to 
tead, be could see neither utility nor 
morality writing and arith- 

metic^v^C^ begged that gentlemen would 
joiitS'urn to the preamble, and sul^stitute 
the words “ writing” and “ arithmetic*^ in 
place of the word ** instruction, ” and see 
bow the matter would then bear in their 
own minds, as to the feasibility of the po¬ 
sition, Whereas great advantages to the 
lower orders are likely to arise from teach¬ 
ing them writing and arithmetic/’ 

^r. Wkiihrcad immediately rose. lie 
said, the bon. gent, had attempt,ed to cast 
ry^d^grc^^ ot rii^cule upon the preamble and 
the intent of the bill, which, in his opinion, 
it did not deserve. The hon. gent, askedf' 
would any man say, after considering the 
principle in the way he had put it, whether 
morals were likely to be improved by wri¬ 
ting and arithmetic ? He ( Mr. W.) was 
the man that would now stand forward, and 
answer, that they would; and he was ready 
to vindicate his opinion, but should be glad 
to hear the hon. gent, defend his own. He 
would assert,of contradiction 
from any ratt gnal man, that writing and 
arithmetic, so far^is they tended to exercise 
ami improve the human understanding, ten¬ 
ded also to improve morality; and that 
every vestige of knowledge, in progression 
from the humblest to the highest and most 
refined, operated proportionably to the im¬ 
provement of morality amongst mankind.— 
After some farther discussion, the bill was 
rough, reported forthwith, ordered 
to be printed as amended, and to be taken 
info further consideration on Monday next. 


HOU8£ OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, July 22. 

[Minutes.] Mr. Sumner presented a 
t petition from John Alcock, esq., praying 
for an enlargement of the term for entering 
into recognizances on the petition complain¬ 
ing of an undue return for the borough of 
Lancaster, on tti« ground of the indisposi. 
'*tion of one of the sureties. He then ^o- 
ved, c that the time of entering into recogni- 
. sonces be enlarged to Monday next. Sir 
J. Newport and Mr. P. Moore opposed 
thp motion, on the ground that the time 
bad passed for presenting such petitions. 
Mr. Dent pledged himself in aiew days to 
bring before the be use a iceqy of iniquity on 


/« 

this subject of a very Extraordinary, natut^*^.' 
After a few observati^s from the Speake^'; 
the motion was negatived withouCk di.' 
vision,—Mr. Dent gave noticey'^at 
would to-morrow mbve for leai/ v 

in a bill to prevent the feeHnga.q£^*houp^ 
from being thus played with. 

[Defence of the Count^t.] Lord 
Castlereagh, hi pursuance %f the notice 
which he had had the honour to give, rose 
to call the attention of the house to the mu 
litary measures which bis mBjesty*s minis* 
tershad thought it their duty to propose; a 
subject at all times infportant, bat perhaps 
never so important as at the present mo* 
mentous crisis. It had been to him a 
subject of considerable^uiieasiness, that the 
production of these measures had been 
somewiiat def'ayed by his own personal in* 
disposition; but there were other and more 
serious causes which had induced govern* 
nien^ not to be hasty in bringing them for¬ 
ward. His majesty's ministers could not 
but feel, on coming iuto office, that the 
event of the campaign on the continent 
which was tlien opening, whether favour* 
able or disastrous, was likely to present to 
the observation of parliament, the truest 
motives for inciting them to exertion—mo¬ 
tives much more pov erful than any which 
the statements of government could other* 
wise produce. He could a^so assure the 
right hon. gent, opposite (Mr. Windham), 
that his myjesty's ministers were anxious 
that their return to office should not be 
marked with any undue impatience to sub* 
vert the plans of their predecessors. Among 
the eminent qualities of the right hon. gent, 
the solicitude to destroy established sys^ 
terns was one, which he owned he was least 
desirous to emulate. Impressed with these 
feelings, bis majesty's ministers examined de¬ 
liberately the military system already in ex¬ 
istence. He was prepared to admit, that 
whatever objections he felt to that system, 
he also felt consideraMe difficulty in mak* 
ing a fundamental alteration imit. A com¬ 
paratively inferior system laid (}laim to pro¬ 
tection, from the cirdbmstunce of its being 
in existence ; and therefore, in what he 
should offer to the house, the right hon. 
gent, would not find such a deliberate pur* 
pose of alteration as perhaps he expected, 
or as characterized his own arrival in that 
departmenlL which he (lord C.) had now 
'the honour^ fill. Having tl^^.s stated*tbe 
reasons whyV^s subject had not been sub- 
m^itted at au earlier period to the considera¬ 
tion of parliament, be sho^W now feel 1^ 
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iui^aty to propose |o them a measure of 
i^eat energy, which Irould put the country 
much inconvenience, .which would eiib- 
fipi it iq severe saerihces, but which was 
rendered^ jndispensab^ by the circutn- 
the ti mes, and by the measures 
oTOiV'iy.atffltmnistration. On. this point, 
he felt relieved from the necessity of enter¬ 
ing into a particular and detailed description 
of this necessity. The present situation of 
Europe was enough of itself to rouse the 
public attention. If the late administration 
allowed, when they were in ofHce, that the 
military strength of the country was inade¬ 
quate to its objects, bow much more so 
must it now be, when it was hardly possi¬ 
ble to turn our eyes ^ any quarter in which 
the interesiii of Great Britain were not at 
stake ? If the sphere of actio|} were great, 
when the right hon. gent, was in power, 
how much was it extended at the present 
moment? We had now to support ^^w 
principles of policy, and to feed so much 
larger an army employed on foreign service* 
In the army at home also, we were called 
upon either to make a great e^ort to ren¬ 
der the second battalions of our regiments 
efficient, or with a due regard to economy, 
to abandon them altogether. He was ap¬ 
prehensive, however,^that should they ^e 
abandozted, the weakness which nzarked 
them, would^characterize the first batta¬ 
lions, and that the first battalions would 
soon become as inefficient as it was so deep¬ 
ly to be lamented that the second battalions 
now were. It was impossible to look to 
the general aspect of Europe, and to the 
returns on the table, by which it appeared 
how large a portion of our force was em¬ 
ployed abroad, and even on the most super¬ 
ficial view, entertain a doubt of the neces¬ 
sity of great exertions indo^, if we were 
desirous ofpresep’ing our security at home, 
and of not abandoning our military great* 
ness abroad. If the necessity were dispu¬ 
ted, be was prepare^, and staked his per- 
sgnal responsibility to prove (could he do so 
without divulging that which ought not to 
be divulgedj^ by the <cnost satisfactory und 
undoubted deUuls, that no voluntary or 
other local force was adequate to the wants 
of the country, but that for every thing of 
that Ascription, a regular and efficient 
force must.^ substituted. The question, 
therefore, was not whether thg volunteer 
sytftem or ^be Training bill, c^ld be im¬ 
proved, bur whafr that systeih was which 
•would carry our/egular arinty and militia 
tp the highesf^pointf with the least incdli- 
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venience to the listing establishments, 
and with the most mo<terate pressure on 
the country? If be* bad satisfied the house 
that some substantive increase of regular 
force was necessary for the preservation of 
our dearest interests, it would be a propo* 
sition not very difficult to^stablisb, that 
we must not rely ‘tliat ambb.^ of force 
which the public exigency requirec^nthe 
system* of ordinary recruiting whiclf the 
right hon. gent, opposite bad projected* 
or on any system of ordinary recruiting 
which human wisdAn had devised. He 
would not now enter into a detailed exa¬ 
mination of the right hon. gent.'s system: 
that would be a subject for futurediscussion; 
but he would generally state it as bis own 
deliberate anddecided conviction, that if any 
system of Ordinary recruiting w«Mhrf»T«d .^^. 
much as it were possible to Ivee it from the 
^fiects of undue competition, and were in 
every respect as well administered as it was 
in human power to administer it, it might 
keep up an army once Oroughtto its stand¬ 
ard, but it could never becompetentof keep¬ 
ing up an army, and of increasing it at the 
same time. Let the house look at the re¬ 
sult of the right bon. gent.'s system for the 
last six months—the most favourable pe¬ 
riod of its operation^r^^bpy would find that, 
deducting the boys raised'b/4^ the actual 
produce of men obtained army, was 

not so great as by the former double opera* . 
tion of the ordinary recruiting, and the Ad¬ 
ditional Force act, much less was itcalcu* 
luted to give that increase to our military 
strength, which the foreign measures of bis 
majesty’s late ministers (and i^to the v^is- 
dom of those he would noT now 

enter) had rendered ^necessary'. If ahere- 
fqi'C, it was meanUto have a bona fide ad¬ 
dition to the amount of our public force, jt 
was perfectly illusory to depend on the or- 
'dinary recruiting; in truth, therefore, the 
question came to this, wbaC measures mus^ 
be resorted to to raise the army to thp 
standard to which circumstances imposed the 
necessity of its being raised ? Certainly, by 
tqmesortof compulsion* No desirablesper 
cietof compulsion had ever occurred to any 
administration uncunnectA with ballot; 
and here he could not Aoid condemning^ 
the^Dyecessa^y pains which the right hoDj^ 
gent, opposite had taken lo 
of ballot* If it were alloiyea that com* • 
|fiilsion must be resorted to, and that com¬ 
pulsion must be founded onsbalJbt, 
cboico was narrowed to a venr limited eaj^ 
tent. In *5ul^tting ter parfiament 
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had ocetirred to his majesty^a ministert ^ 

, most expedient on this subject, he hoped 
thhy would ndt expect ‘any peculiar no¬ 
velty. He acknowledged that be had not 
. made any very great discovery: lie had indeed 
avoided every thing that appeared mighty 
ingenious, knew very well, 

tbEt on a|)if&bject8, and 'especially on mi¬ 
litary i^oftjects, these ingenious and com* 
plicated theories, although they might look 
extremely well on pa!}}er, were found to be 
sadly deficient when attempted to be put in¬ 
to practice. He was persuaded, whatever his 
opinion of the military plan of the right 
hon. gent, was, that at all times, and in a 
state of war above all other Umes, it was 
infinitely better to adopt the military esta¬ 
blishments of the country as th|y stood, 
-foinfiy and support them, than to 


quate) vre had^'iiore Amly approached 
those bounds by whicblsveTy country litti* ' 
ted in population, must necessarily be pFe*| 
vented from furnishing more men ^r its 
military service, or arleast fo^isbinj 
them without considerable 
therefore, a mode offered itself pT'pFbca. 
ring men with more facility tlilan in any 
other way, that mode ought tb be adopted. 
There was another striking difference be¬ 
tween the situation of the country when 
the Army of Reserve act was passed, and 
the situation of the country at .present* 
Just before the former^period, the regular 
militia had been ballgtted, and had been 
called into service; now, their period of 
service had expired, would terminate 
with the terminfttion of the war. What¬ 
ever supplier therefore, might now be 


weaken and thrbw them down for the pur-1 drawn from the militia for the regular 
pose of substituting some speculation, ofijarmy, would consist of men whose servi. 


which experience aloue could prove the 
superiority. There seemed to be this 
simple alternative on which to decide. If 
we were to raise a great number of men 
by ballot, the couulry must be called upon 
either to submit to a ballot for men direct 
for the regular army, or to submit to a 
ballot for men for the militia, with the 
view of our drawing>(?anx the militia that 
aid •which thp^icQinplete regiments of the 
line required. **He would state the grounds 
•for the option made by bis majesty's minis¬ 
ters, and shew why they thought it the 
less advisable measure to raise a number 
of men by ballot direct for the regular 
ariqy. It true that the act of 1804 
(theAi^yof Reserve act), to which he might 
consider himself a party, was for the pur- 
rrf raising men by ballot direct for 
the army; and it was also true, that if ever 
a military measure was beneficial to the 
country, it was that act, from which, in a 
very short space of time, most important 
advantages, bad been derived. If, there¬ 
fore^ the country stood in the ^ame situ¬ 
ation, as that in which it stood in 1804, 
he should certainly have thought it the 
doty of his majesty's ministers to submit 
to parliament some proposition, analo. 
|;ou8 to the Arm^- of Reserve act; but 
kt was impossible not to p^el that the yr- 
cuinstances of thq country were essentially 
different now#from what they were then, 
and that they were now precisely such as 


the bther mfide of increasing our military 
length. Id the first {fiace, fronkthe Inag- 
ahude of our for^e (howev^ yet inode- 


ces muld be otherwise approximating to a 
conclusion, while the new levies, to fill up * 
the deficiency thus occasioned in the mili¬ 
tia, would consist of men commencing a 
term of service of 5 years. Thus the 
country would obtain a military protection 
ready for a new war or any other emer¬ 
gency, and would enjoy a diminution of 
thoee burthens whiefan must otherwise be 
incurred at the conclusion of peace, to re¬ 
place that very great portion of the militia 
which must in that event be discharged* 
In proposing, therefore, to levy men by 
ballot for the militia, rather than to revive 
the provisions of the Army of Reserve act, 
no new or avoidable burthen would be 
imposed upon the conntry, but that bur¬ 
then 'merely would be anticipated, to 
which, on the return of peace, the coun¬ 
try must submit. That part of the mea¬ 
sure of the tight hon. gent. last year, 
^which excluded from the army any regular 
battalions for limited service, was another 
strong cause for preferring the mode now 
proposed of augmenting our force. It 
was true, that this obstacle was not insure 
mountable, but it was the wish of his nfh- 
jesty’s ministers to disturb Os Httle as pos¬ 
sible the existing military establishments 
of the country. The levy of men for the 
militia would be less prejudicial to the 
country, and to the regular recruiting, for 
other reasons. There was a greater prone- 
ness in the f easantry to enter into the mi- 


to afford strong reasons for a preference om litia than into^tfae regular army^ Men tor 


the militia wcmld not only be more easily 
aot^ but they muld be of«a better descrip¬ 
tion; and ^though he idlqined that the 


/ 
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large ballot wliic| would be required, now proposed had been adopted, it became 

. would raise the belintY considerably, yet necessary to state the extent of the levy, 
it would not be raifed so much as if the At the lerminalioa of five years service, 

. same ballot were to take place direct for all men balloted for the imlitia weie en- 

the reoulai- army. The balloting for the titled to their discharge. The official do- 
niilKia hatl become congethel to the habits cumentsproved, thatfromDecembernextto 
of the <--oniry. It was familiar with it. the succeeding May, between 5 and 6 thou- 
The peopl" recognized it with tranquillity, sand of the militia wo'uld De a».^ntitUd to 
and the magistrates executed it w illi ease, tlieir discharge, besides the waste prp^duced 
The Army ofRcserve aci, although a most by other circumstances. He was amtious 
estimable measure at the time of its adop- when the subject of ballot was agitated, to 
tion, vet being one of comparatively greater submit to the liouse the expediency of pro¬ 
pressure, after it had been four iiiomlis in vicTing not only a cower for this deficiency 
operation, degenerated so much, that those and this waste, but also such a numter ot 
by whom it had been proposed, thought it supernumeraries (for whom the officers 
their duty to move for its suspension. He now in the militia would be sufficient), as 
tlmu-’lit also the house would feel, lliat the would render any further ballot for two or 
fact of the pciialtiesVider the Army of lie- three years wholly unnecessary; so that a 
serve act never havitib been eiilbrcod, was socuiity laoiild be given to the Jjgf. that^a 
a most serious obstacle to aSy recui rcncc lontimial ballot would not e.xist in corape- 
to that measure. Those who were in power titioii with their‘ordinary recruiting. In 
had traiis'erred the penalties to the Aildi- Toeking to the number ot men which it 
tKjiial Force net and that alone; but ?vhen >\ould be proper to r.iise for these pur- 
the iiglii hon. gent, proposed to pailiamenl poses, two questions offered themselves for 
to repeal those fines in defiance of every coiiMderation. Whul number of men could 
principle of public justice and legislative the militia alford lo spare? and what iium- 
dignity, he (lord C.) had endeavoured to ber of men did the army indispensably re¬ 
shew how pregnant with nnschiti liiat right quire to put it in a stale of adequate eth- 
hon. gent.’s proposition was; and that it ciency; that was, to place every regiment, 
was one which would render nugatory any nicliidiiig tlie second tvallalions, on its pro- 
measuie siiuUur to The Army ol Ilc'seiVe per footing? llaTing cluly^^ighed tltfse 
act, "I'hat the step then taken was uinvibe, points, his «i*ajesly s inT|i,isws proposed 
now appeareft piettvstrongly; and were he that all those intn now serving in the nil- 
to propose a renewal of liie Army of Ue- lilia exceeding three-liilhs oi the mdUia 
servcacl, he was satisfied that he should, establishment in Great Britain, and ono 
in consequence, subject the country to all liall ol tlic militia in Irelaml, should be 
the vexation of a legislative measure, which traiisierrcd to thi: line. By this arrange- 
must cud in complete failure. The house meiit. about 21,700 men woulfl be gaidea 
would also fefcl as an iiiducemeiil to prefer iromthe militia oJiGreat Britain, antrabout 
the mode which he had suggested, that 7.000 from the militia of Ireland. Jt had 
looking at the pieseiit state of the country, been thought belter <b propose to take the 
it ilie gentlemen of the were dis- exVess above three-nj^hs ot the British im¬ 

posed to lend liiemselves to such ahuidable htiu establishment, and the excess above 
object, it was iftucli more desirable that <>iie-half of the Irish militia estabhahment, 
any temporary inefficiency should exist in rather than to lake two-fifths of thp British 
the defensive rather than in the otlcusivi.* militia and half the Irish nulitia, because 
part of our military Torce. In every point as several ot the militia regiments were not 
of view, therefore, it seemed pi-eferable to coiiipletciy filled up? the latter mode 
raise men I**r the r^ular army from the weaken them too much. In one word, by 
militia, than to raise men for the regular the proposed plan, the British miUtia would 
army by a ballot. It was a mere anticipa- remain at three-filtbs, and the Irish mililia 
tion of a burthen which must be imposed; at ore-hali of its present establishment. ^ 
it was a cheaper method; it was one by The*men to be raifed by ballot were, as e 
which Better troops would be procured; before Auted, “or three objAits, to cover tie , 
and it would ultimately restore to the re- waste in the militia, to supply the den- 
cruicing market that monopoly which he cieucies occasioned by so great a trans er 
was as desirVus as the right hou. gent, op- from the militia regiments to |^e guJ^r 
posite, that it should possess.-j^Having thus army, ^nd to provi^ a body ot supernu- 
lietailed the grouJds on which the measuse uieraries la^e enough to prevent the speq^^/ 
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recurrence of ihe ballotf To eject these' 
objects, it had been thought better to men¬ 
tion a . proportion, rather than a defined 
number. As the law at present stood, his 
majesty was empowered to call on the c‘uun> 
ties to ballot for a supplementary militia, 
amounting, in Great Biitam, to 24,000 men, 
viz. 30,0(^ih"j^ngland, and 4-,000 in Scot¬ 
land* ^s the numbtr of this snpplcmr.n' 
tary militia was exactly half of the ( stu- 
bJislied militia, so ]fa hud been dccinud ad¬ 
visable to propose that the counties should 
be called upon for a sn^iplcmeniary nulitiu 
and a half, making 36,000 men tor Cl rout 
Britain, besides 8,000 for Ireland. Allow* 
iug for the necessary waste, this v^o il<{ 
add at least 38,000 men to the gross mili¬ 
tary force of the country, and '^8,000 men 
t^tbe regidararniy; leaving with'.hemiliiiu 
' a large body of supernumeraries, suflicient 
for a long period to release the standing 
army from the embarrassments, which ;i 
ballot must occasion; and, when pcac'. 
should arrive, instt^d of not having any 
militia at all, the country would possras a 
militia of36,000 men, and would only have 
to raise the difference between that lumiber 
and the fullestabliblunent, namely, a fourth, 
or 12,000 men.—Having thus stated the e.\- 
tentto which in tbejiresent public e.Mgemy 
it been jU^ugbt wise to carry the in¬ 
crease of the regular army froai the miliiia, 
he observed, thal^no pains had been spaied 
by his majesty’s govenmient to digcH a 
mode of transferring the men from the mi¬ 
litia to the line, more free from olijection 
than any that had hitherto been devised, 
mchre palatable to the oflicers of the iniiiitu, 
and leits likely tohurtthat^st pride in ihcir 
^diff^rej^t regiments, which they so lauda¬ 
bly entertained. Ou^this part of the 8ul>- 
ject bis majesty’s government would 6e 
extremely happy to receive any suggesiions 
from the officers of militia, with which thoyt 
might thjnk proper to favour them, 1 1 hud 

occurred to his majesty’s ministers, Uiat 
there were two objections which were likely 
to press on the feelings of militia officers ; 
the first was, the large amount of the force 
that would be extracted £romtbemilitia;tj [)0 
Other, the danger which the militia regi¬ 
ments would for a while incur of a relaxa- i 
'ttOD oCdiscipline by tlie vdiunteering an<k re- 
cntfdng for the luie. With 'respeef to the 
obJectiof{» be trusted it would not be 
seemed aveiyserious one, when it wascoi^ 
^'ai<f|ered4ba^ although a great diminution in 
>Hthe numbers of the militja mus t certai take 

pla^ for the increase o* the re^lttr urniy, 


yet that a greater nfmber would imme¬ 
diately be supplied from the counties. 
With respect to the mcond objection, it 
was proposed, in the first instance, and for 
a certain period, to submit the recruiting 
tor the line from the militia solely to the 
direction of the miliiia offiters. It'wav 
proposed, that* for 30 days after the issu¬ 
ing of the warrants, no soldier or officur of 
the regular army should interpose, or 
base any iniercourse with tlie militia. It 
wus in the contemplation of his inujcsty, and 
of his ruyul highness the communder-in- 
chief, to give, as usual, ^cominissions in 
the lint*, in proportion to the mimljer of men 
ruibcd, and to cointmsbion the officers in 
the regiment to which .the men might be 
mvitcfl Lo should/.he wished-lor mim* 
biT not be tnoduced^within the 30 days: 
but it was iiioo proposed to accept a smal¬ 
ler jiroportion of iiH-n, |>rovided ihev were 
p'oducid in ^U) days, m preference to the 
allownig ot \oiimUe.ring in round ntiin- 
bers, il a third was thus produced instead of 
Cwo-liflhs. He would bubiiiit lo the hou^^e 
but a few i)b>ervatit)nb on the terms of 
cnlislmeiil, because they would with more 
propnet) become the subject of a future 
rlibcis»>]oii. He was cerlamly far fiorn 
vvisluug to anticipate the decision of par* 
li hiiciK, (Ji) a question of sa interesting a 
nature, us whether or not tlie men should 
be allowtd lo enlist fur life*; though he 
eoiifeascd that he di(Rrt“d very widely from 
the right lion. gent, opposite in his opinions 
on that point; he was by no moans dis¬ 
posed to advise that the regulations ad¬ 
opted last year by parlianuiit should be 
lescinded, and tbirigs reston'd to their 
lorniiT stale. Ve t still he thought it would 
be wise to give to individuals the alterna¬ 
tive whether,.they would enlist for life or 
not ; but he admitted that the only fit 
opportunity for discussiitg this question 
would be ou the introduction of the Miu 
tmy bill, and that such discussion was irre¬ 
levant to a collateral measure like that 
before the house. He would observe, bov.* 
ever, that the right hon. gent.diimself bad 
not thought that no case could occur in 
which a deviation from his reguJationi 
would be advisable. He bud certainly 
held out an expectation to all those who 
had served 21 years in the army, that they 
would be immediately discharged; but 
prudence ^uld not allow him to venture 
on this step, and in the face/of his own 
principles he^ abstained *froai discharging 
tlicse men, wno were vefy numerousi and 
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■who were still in4be service. If, ihere- 
• fore, the right bo]^. gent, relaxed the re¬ 
gulations^ ot parliament, to suit bis own 
convenience, surely he (lord C.) mij;ht call 
upon parliament tc^ relax them for the 
convenience of the public and for the 
advancement of the general interest, li 
he were so fortunate as to persuade the 
house to agrge to his propositions for trans¬ 
ferring a portion ofthe»niilitia totbeline, 
and fur raising a great number of men by 
ballot for the militia, he was convinced he 
rould shew tbenii that whatever might be 
the expediency of gratiliug such an option 
to the peasantry enlisting for the line, it 
would unquestionably be advUeable to give 
to the militia enlis^Jng in the line, the op¬ 
tion of a limited » an unlimited term of 
service; of course vnlh an increased boun¬ 
ty for the latter; tlial those who were not 
so sensible of the charms ofaliinited term of 
service as the right hoii.gent.opi>osite,j^ight 
be empowered to tnake their election accor¬ 
dingly. He did not mean to make this a 
part of the general measure, but would 
submit it in a separate clause. He must 
not omit to state what it was the intention 
of his majesty's ministers to propose with 
regard to that jiart of the military force of 
the country which w^i.s not regular nor yii- 
lilia, but whkh was ready to support and 
come in aid of botliand iirsi,as to the right 
hon. gent.'s measure of last year, the Train¬ 
ing bill. Ill duty to him and to the house, 
some explanaiiou was necessary of ivliat had 
been done by his majesty's ministers on 
this subject, since they came into olTicc, 
and of what ilicy meant to do. The 
fact was, that if they had been the original 
advisers of the measure, or had partaken 
of the right hon. geiit/s partiality lor it, it 
would have been out of lhe^*^pow'-‘* to car¬ 
ry it into effect; for so happily was it con¬ 
trived, that llic ballot could not go forward* 
in many of tlie counties, and though in this 
double carrying b^l, the militia ballots 
were suspended, it left the training lists 
cqpipletely in the bock grouftd. Consis¬ 
tently with*the senti8ieiiis which he had al¬ 
ready slated, lie declared that thoiigb not 
an original admirer of the right bon. gent.'s 
measure, yet, being inexistence, he wish¬ 
ed to draw even from that measure, as much I 
military resource as possible. He would,' 
therefore, not propose to parliament to| 
abolish that part of it which related to claa-! 
sifications,^l^llotfy &c. for the due execu* 

^ tiou of which go^rnmeiit b«d it in contem¬ 
plation to surest some provisions; bup as 


tothetraming part, he confessed that he had ' 
never been able to obtain information ; and 
he called upon t^e right hofi. gent., if he 
could, to afford it to him, how that could 
possibly take place under the superinten¬ 
dance of a constable alone, the only way 
presented by the bill. Indeed, the right 
bon. gent bad contrived to throw such a 
ridicule over this part of the subject, that 
it wJs vuin to hope we could inspire a 
I rustic feeling upon it,* or convert the train¬ 
ing so directed into a rustic amusement. 

He pledged himseltf therefore, to propose 
that this part of the training bill should not 
be realized ; but he repeated, that he 
would not abandon the bill altogether, or 
rather he would not abandon that part of it 
which was taken from the Defence bill, 
which w#k the only efficient part of the 
'IVainingbill, and ^hich iheYigbthoii. gent, 
^had contrived very much to disligure. A 
lundamental objection which he entertained 
to the 7'raining bill, was, that the time of 
service was too short.* It was impossible 
to train men, unless they were organized; 
and when so organized, he thought that 
they ought to be liable to a longer service* 
What with the registering, balloting, &c. Ac. 
llie year appointed by the Training bill 
would soon vantgh, the ballot would 
soon be to recommence. ^ Ift^ie volunteers 
should 5nd Pbcmselves unable to continue 
a sacrifice, which was unquestionably ase-- 
vere one, which bad reflected the highest 
honour on their character and conduct» 
but which, in many instances, would scarce¬ 
ly be expected to be permanent; in thia 
case, in the Training bill, or 7atViejin*tha 
Defence bill, might be discovered a basis 
on which the military establishments of** 
country might lie founded. Instead of 
balloting the men to be trained for a year, 
be would propose that they should be bal¬ 
loted for two years at least; indeed, three 
years would not be too long a period. If 
parliament consented to this, they might 
gain two objects; in the first place, the 
discipline thus diffused would be greater, 

{yid would qualify the subjects of it for the 
regular army if wanted; in tlie second 
place, looking to that ^piount of force 
which partiamel^ had acclared it was ne^ 
ce&ary, sbov|ld six times larger than 
the militia, or, in other wgrds, 200,000 
men, the seeds of a permanent military^ 
force might be planted in it, which might 
grow up as the volunteers might %ec1me* 
His notiog was, bavihg laid the foundation • 
of this force, to enable bis majesty to diiect ^ 

\ 
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that, where the voliinteertf were qot in this 
proportion of six times the number of the 
militia, ,a local militia should be created, 
by ballot, outofthe men disciplined by the 
Training bill, to be officered out of the re¬ 
gular milhia. lie' meant to propose that 
this local militia in peace, should be disci¬ 
plined the same number of days as the re* 
gular militia, but that they should never 
serve out of their counties, except in cases 
of rebellion or invasion. Thus would be 
produced a regular and organized force, out 
of that which, according to the measure of 
the right hon. gent#, could create nothing 
but embarrassment. By thi^, tbe Training 
bill might be rendered useful, fur he enter¬ 
ed his solemn protest against throwing 
down any great public establishment, for 
tbe mere purposes of speculation. Here 
was tbe diflferecce between the right hon. 
gent, and himself; when the right bon. 
gent, came into ofhee, he most unwisely 
did every thing in his power to relax the 
volunteer system, for the purpose of intro¬ 
ducing his Training bill. He (lord C.) on 
the contrary, w«i5 not dt sirous to subvert 
any thing done by that right hon. gcut.; the 
fact was, indeed, that with his be^t endea- 


Thc noble lord here efitered into a brief 
recapitulation of his arguments. He had 
been called upon to propose to parliament 
in a time of exigency, a measure adequate 
to meet that exigency, and which there¬ 
fore, whatever Us nature might' be, was 
open to strong and plausible objections, 
Since it must b^ one of great burthen, and 
imposing great saciifices on a country 
which had already borne great burtiiensaud 
made great sacrifices, not with patience 
only, but with pleasure. But he was con*^ 
vinced lliat the counlry would teel now, as 
it had always felt, that, those who propo¬ 
sed these burthens were its best friends, 
because they were proposed for the seciw 
rity and w'elfare of the country. On sub¬ 
jects of this nature, cc^siderable dilliculty 
ixisted in giving u preference to one among 
various measifre, all standing on ihe ground 
of solid arguriiuit and ingenious reasoning; 
but he could assure the Imuse, thiit ihe 
propo^sltion which he had tiie honour to 
submit to them was the result of liie most 
anxious consideration from the earliest pe¬ 
riod alter the acceptance of oflue by his 
niajeaty s niinisicrs. They had made the 
be.'l proposiinjii ihev could—iiad ilihlurbed, 


vourshehad done nothing. He (lord C.) iis little as pot‘>ible. the existing eslablnh-t 
had always advised th^t the character and | men's, and had inU allowed iLeinbelve.s to 
Bpii Vt of the vt^nleer corps should b*; up-j enu'j ilu; t»f inihfttry dKj overy. Un- 
held until sof^ <?ther decisively sujienor ! qnpsh.niahly, ihe nnhtia srr\ ice would, lor 


estabLahnient could be discovered as a sub¬ 
stitute. His majesty’s present governnicijL 
had re-eslabl'slied the sysiem of inspectmu 
of the volunteers; without that s)stem it 
was impossible that auy principle of tco- 
nomy could*oe observed—that any secu¬ 
rity cotlld be enjoyed for^the proju r ad- 
•aninl^tration of tbe funds, a]>propnalcd to 
various parts of the volunteer eervite, or 
that the volunteer est^blishinent could be 
kept in an organized state. It was in ihe 
contemplation of his majesty’s ministers to 
eacouragQ volunteer corps, not to substi¬ 
tute permaneut service for their drill 
days, for that in most cases would be 
inconvenient, and in many impractica¬ 
ble, but to pass those drill days in ex¬ 
ercises from home. it would then be 
seen which of^thnse who entered into 
volunteer corps, 'did it for the sake of 
e.xemption, or for other fbotives* If phr- 
liament skeuld tlhil: fit to adopt any sub¬ 
sequent-meas&res on 1 his subject, his nia- 
ministers would not shrink fronr 
It. (fX^thern, however, be deliberate in 
, tbw undertaking, recoUecting the 0 I 4 say- 
. iiA,** the more haste, the wor^ .sp^ed.'* 

‘ « 


a tunc, bo distniiied, but it Vuuld soon 
recover ii“(lj, ami he was sure that when 
tlie (dficris of tlie iniblia considcied that 
liie men taken out ul the tuihtin for the 
advHiit.'gr; of the ccmiitry, were only those 
men v.hu must sortn have been disi haiged 
by iaW’, and that in lieu of them tiivy 
world i< reive iicsh and abundant nia- 
lenals fu- nndcimg tli« miliiia cdicient 
both in pcitcQ .mr) war, liny would gue 
itifir coidiul supjiort to tbe measure. It 
^tvus a consolation to leflect, that tbe his¬ 
tory of this country did not uflord an instance 
iii.vvliicb, when tl;e public mind was culled 
upon to encounter difficulties, it was not 
the peculiar characteristic of Britain to risit 
superior to every obslgclc, and «jcver to W 
so strong or so <Ustinguished, as after 
the pressure of distress. That individual, 
who, unfortunately for the world, had ac¬ 
quired such an ascendancy on the conti¬ 
nent, was little aware, that by that very 
ascendency lie was creating in this country 
a power tc^ which the world might ulti¬ 
mately look for deliverance; af^d that out 
of the necessity which bis inordinate am¬ 
bition produced, the military character of ‘ 
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Great Britain would probably be raised to the lust system, if the remaining months of 
•a-greater height ihsm any to which it had the year should be equally |)rt>ductive, of 
iiHherto attained. The noble lord conclu- which he had no doubt, the whole dumber 
dt:d by observing, that he should divide the raised under the new system, in the year 
measure into twSbills.and that if the bills, 1807, would be 22,000, The noble lord 
for which lie was about to move, should not had said; that it was not his intention to 
be ready for delivery to members on that alter any part of that system by his mea* 
night, of whic.h he was somewhat appre- sure, but whilst the ballot would be going 
hensive, he ^luiild not press the second on, it would be almost impossible to o^tata 
reading on Friday, but propose that it be a mat? for the regular army, lie was sure 
postponed to Monday. He then moved the house would be disposed to make ev^ry 
lor leave to bring in a bill, for allowing a sacrifice that the occasion might require, 
certain proportion of the niilitia in Great but the country haS a right to consider, 
Britain voluntarily U) enter into his majes- whether it could look with conhdence to 
ty's regular forces. the eflicacy of the sacrifices it was called 

Sir Geftrgc IVarr^dcr thought that the on to make, and to expect that its resour** 
noble lord had not^^adc out any case to ces should be properly applied. And if 
shew, lliat any con»lerable addition was they looked to the manner in which the 
percstary to the di^plsrablo force. It ap- present flTinistrrs came into ollice, the 
prared l.» him extraordinary with the country would ha*’e no reason to be satis- 
viewsenlertuined by the hon. gentlemen op- ^ed on this head. He felt that the measure 
po>ite, and considering the charges inaye by proposed, would not add to the military 
them against their predecessors, for nothav- force of the country, byt transfer a portion 
ingsenlpxpeditioiistotheconiiiient,ilu'yhad of one branch of it to another; and, 
tiotmadetliiapro])osi(iuntop:irli:jM)entupon therefore, should not think that he was 
their lii&t counng into ollice. It the measure discharging his dutVt if he did not oppose 
liu-d been brought lorwsn d U'^t session,and he it in every stage. The noble lord had said, 
bad bid the honour of a scat in that house, that (he king bad at present the power, 
he miglit have supported it; but he could witliout resorting to parliament, of calling 
not give his consent to it on the prcsijnt out the supplemental militia to the number 
occasion, whtei tlie ciuiiilry had only to of 24,000, Of this be douched, because 
look for a defensive loiee. As to the there were some of the supplemental mili- 
tran.^fer proposed Irum the militia to the (la atpiesentin the 8ervi^;aDd ifthe pow- ' 
rcgiiiu'ius of the line, he telt considerable er existed at all, he could not think it 
(iidiculties upon that subject, because the would extend to a greater number, than the 
measures neci ssary to replace the men so difierence between the number of those of 
transierrc'd would interfere with the regular the supplemental militia now serving, and 
recruiting. Tlie militia was certainly a the whole amount of that militia. wThere 
lavounle service, because it was limited might be different opinions respecting the « 
both Hb to lime and pUcQ, and was attended propriety of calling «ut the supplemental 
With a provision for the wives and families nylitia, but of this he was certain, that the 
of the persons who engagcijan it. There measure of the iioblfi lord would do away 
could be no doubt thert'fore that men the benefit derived from the regular recruit- 
would be more readily hud for that service 'ing. The system now in force would in 
than for the line, a circumstance that the presemt year produce 22,0b0 men^ 
would materially ii^crfere with the ordt- and would prove progressively mure pro- 
nary recruiting. The system that had been ductive in every future year. The plan of 
afi^ted last year, he contended,*had proved the noble lord w'ould impede its progress, 

^ eminently sifcccssfiil. • Tlie right hon. gent, aud operate r.s a very unequal tax upon the 
who had brought forward that system, had public, for every gentleman must know, 
uniformly slated that the benefits to be ex- that not one of six of the4>dlloted men ser- 
peeled from it would be progressive, and ved in person, so t^iat, in procuring asubstw* 
the event justified his statement. The ef- tute, the individual was sutyect to a most se- 
feet produced by it in the northern counties vereand unequal tax. Uponalllhesegrouuds * 
was very great, and by the papep upon the he should feel it to be his duty to op- 
table, it appeared that by tliis system the pbse the measure, unless it sbjulckunder- 
number of men rai^d in the year 1807, was go such modification in (the committee^ 
greater by 700 , than the number raised in would*remove his objections, J 

the corresponding period of last y^ar undftr Mr. TorAe wished todCake the earlilft 
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opportunity of stating his objections to the 
measure proposed by his noble friend, be¬ 
cause,' however disagreuble it might be to 
^ him, it was the duty of every gentleman in 
that house, to state candidly his impres¬ 
sions upon a subject of such importance 
He was undoubtedly aware, that what he 
was going to state, would not meet with 
general concurrence, but he was acting 
under a feeling of duty, and should declare 
hisseutiments with t^andour. We had now 
come to a crisis when the situation of affairs 
would not admit of blJiiders, when an error 
might be fatal, andevery member was there¬ 
fore bound to make a free communication of 
what be felt upon the subject. He appro¬ 
ved most cordially of that part of his noble 
friend's proposition, which provided for the 
transfer of so many men from tffb militia as 
could be iudutfed to volunteer into the line. 
That part of it was must efficacious, and 
the pzoposition were to stop there, it would 
.produce great public benefit, because the 
luen so added to tlie army would be appli¬ 
cable to the protection of Ireland, where the 
militia could not be expected as a body to 
serve. I'be men also, who should vohiu* 
tcer into the regular army, would very soon 
be fit for 8er\'ice in the regiments to which 
they might be transferrj'd. As he under, 
stdod his noble ^lend, his plan was to raise 
38,000 men by ballot for tbe^nilitia, in or¬ 
der to replace these who should volunteer 
into the line, and to provide a certain num¬ 
ber of supernumeraries, in order to supply 
the vacancies as they should occur by ca¬ 
sualties, apd the expiration of the men’s 
serviQ^, so that it should not be necessary 
to resort again to the baTlot for some lime. 
To this part of h^ noble friend’s plan 
be objecteif, bccauso it did not up])^ar 
to him to be eflicacious. As to the ap¬ 
plication of the ballot, he had objections to 
that too, but not on the ground stated by 
the hoii; member who had just sat down. 
It was his conviction that the ballot 
was necessary, and when that particular 
mode of raising a supply for the army had 
been the subject of much obloquy in that 
house, he had defended and supported it. 
He had on that,occasion stated, what he 
was now ready to repea^ that no force ade¬ 
quate to the protection and/lcfenc^ of this 
empire coul^ be obtained without some spe¬ 
cies of compulsion. No great army could 
be railed and kept up without having rb- 
cfiurse to S compulsory levy. And it sur¬ 
prised him to bear gentlemen who applied 
^‘ir minds to su|:b subjects^ and supported 


the reputation of statesmen, assert, that, 
when an army of tlii^e or four hundred* 
ibousand d»u was to be raised, such a foice 
could be supplied by voluntary service. 
He agreed with his poble friend, that this 
was not the time for discussing the merits 
of the measure, and be equally approved 
of bis intention not to disturb the system of 
the right hon, gent, opposite (^Ir. Windham) 
this session. It had always been his wish 
to allow any measures that might he adopt¬ 
ed by parliament a fair trial, and it was on 
that principle he acted, when he had proposed 
to give the late Defence act an opportunity 
of fair trial* With respect to the plan ol; 
the right hon. gent, cfpposite, however, he 
was bound to state tbut it did not appear 
to Jjim efficacious, aim might be dangrious. 
That plan, he admitted, might be aiirquutc 
to keep up t^e numt^rs of ttie arniy,iluncc 
the army was raised to the establishment 
vulc/i by parliament, and Im bud said tho 
same of the measure of the right hon. gent, 
now no more (Mr. Pitt). But though he 
admitted this, the measure would not an¬ 
swer his purpose. 'I hc system, hr allowed, 
had produced something more than the or¬ 
dinary recruiting, and the Parish bill. Hut 
the noble lord had stated, that the defi¬ 
ciency of the army, from the establishment 
voted by purl;ament, amounted to between 
.^2and SOtiiousaiid; thecasuallicsamounted 
to 13,000; so that the number to be raised 
within 12 months, m order to answer the 
purpose he had in view*, would be 38,000. 
Hu had also another objection to the 
present system, arising out of the dltcra- 
tion of the terms of service. The system 
might for that reason produce more men, 
but fewer soldiers. Hrilish soldiers should 
be military men, sui generis, *i'bey were 
often engagol against twice their number 
of enemies, and under disadvantages of si¬ 
tuation and circumstances, of debarkation 
and embarkation; they must therefore be 
real soldiers, and British troops had always 
|.pfoved themselves to be of tliat descrip* 
tiun. If oUr brave but unfortunate coun¬ 
trymen in Egypt, wlv*rc the efforts of every 
individual was necessary to repel the su- 
peiiority ofnumbers that assailed them, liad 
not been troops of that character, it would 
have been, impossible to save the remains 
of that army.' He did not concur in the ob¬ 
jection to the ballot, because it would intei^ 
fere with toe system of the right hon. gent. 
This measure was to furnish ^68,000 men 
to the army, and he could not see any rea¬ 
sonable qbjection to it on the ground of its 

- \ 
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interfering with a part of the supply under 
the present system. They could not apply 
puiiflcription whith had enabled Kraiice 
to overrun the continent to this country. 

But the ballot was applicable, botii because 
it was necessary, and cdhfoi niable to the prac¬ 
tice of the cpnsttiution ; but he could not as¬ 
sent to its application as proposed byhisno- 
ble friend. * By the papers upon the table, it 
appeiirnd ihaf the regular force at present in 
(iieul Itntaiu and Irelanri, wiis'25,000 less 
than whoa lie wentoiitof oilice, a period when 
so nuich was said about the necessity of aug- 
moating that description of the aatioiiaJ 
force. Upon this Subject the house, he 
ihouglit, ought to hii\e some explanation. 

Thougti no p<*rsou ought lightly to make a 
(hiii >.>o upon [iiiiii.stui^ for their distribution 
of ihe public force, whtMi he considered 
ho* ihai force had »cn lus^year distri¬ 
buted, or rather scattered, he could not 
nvoitl ta\'ing, that the matter ought to bt 
e xplained. A considerable force hadsbeen 
sent (O South America, and though he 
sh(iiil<l not say any thing of the merits ol 
the lirst expedition to that country, because 
an lion, ollicer, a ineiid of Ins, had been 
tried fur having undertaken it, he was 
ready to admit, tlial it was advisable to 
support the force that achieved the ori¬ 
ginal conquest. Baft he wished to know 
from (he rigft hon.gent. opposite, (iVlr. 

^Vindhiiiij,) why, after the battle of Jena, so 
large a force as o,<)0C) men had been scut 
out under general Craufurd to America. 

'i'hese troops, Irom the maimer in which the 
cxix’dition had been conducted, had been 
nine months at sea. The troops which 
had been employed in foreign service, were 
the best of the British army. There was 
ail army likewise in the Mediterranean, 
from which the expedition to Kgypt hud 
been detached. That expedfition be felt it 
diHicult to appreciate, nor should it have 
his approbation, unless it could be proved 
(o him, that under all the circumstances ot 
tiic case the projcct^vas well concerted add 
t^c force dispatched full}' adequate to its 
obycct. rrpm the circunist.mces he hud 
stated, it appeared that a recruit fur the 
army was necessary. The regular force in 
Great Britain and Ireland at present, was 
15,000 less than even lust year. It would 
be obwious bow necessary it w'as in the 
present situation of the world, to concen¬ 
trate tlie British army in thyse Islundh 
wit^ all possible expedition. A*5 that wa^ 
impructicablc with respect to the /listuni 
•troops, he ugrtre(> to the use of ih4 ballot 
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toraisea considerable force; but be thought 
the ballot Should be employed to raise an 
army of reserve; wjiich would-be disposable 
for the protection of Ireland, rather dtrti to 
recruit the militia. The Army of Reserve , 
act, and the other defensive measures 
which hehad formerly brought forward, were 
only so many great steps towards making 
the country a military nation. He had 
long been a militia officer, but should not' 
suHer his natural partiality for one branch 
of the military establishment, to prevent 
him from stating hi^opinion on it freely aa 
a part of the whole. The militia had done 
much service, but was not now adequate to 
the object of its establishment, for it was 
not numerous enough. The number of the 
militia had been calculated upon the exw 
gency of ^le wars in which this country- 
hud been heretofore engaged, and was 
conse(]uent1y inadequate to the present 
crisis. A much smaller establishment was 
sufficient, w'hcri the most formidable expe¬ 
dition that could be equipped against any 
country, in 17which was composed bf* 
30,000 troops, under Marshal Saxe, as¬ 
sembled at Boulogne, than under all the 
circumstances ofthe present war. Besides, 
the war hud continued now ]4< years with 
little intermission, and the officers of the 
militia, wlio had submitted to considerable 
privations and incunvciiicncef inordefto 
make themselves soldiers, would not be 
disposed to continue dtiring a war,, of’ 
which they saw no end. He did not think 
it therefore possible that proper officers 
could be obtained for the militia during 
such a length of time. There^^ere at pre¬ 
sent 36‘ second battalions in the cauntry, 
which generally Tlid not consist of mure 
than 250 men each. • It would, of course, 
be necessary to seiM 750 men to each to 
complete them, and* all the men which 
were proposed to be got from the militia 
would not be sufficient to complete 36' of 
them. He should, therefore, 'propose 
that the remaining twenty should be added 
to the nine garrison battalions - that were 
nearly complete, and that then the ballot 
should operate to 611 those 29 garrison 
battalions. The advantage that be would 
propose from this would be, that instead 
of 000 men gamed for the regular urmy* 
tor ihoidefence of the couitfry, there w;puld 
oe 46,000. As to the obj(f;tiuu of his . 
L^oble ineud, that tbe ballot lor the reserve 
would be productive of expeuc^ by^aisaig 
ilie price ot substitutes, he was sure Lis iiL* 
tc fi1eud«iitust huVe been iitisiiilui'.iJu 


\ 
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upon that head, becausf undoubtedly the 
ballet fur the reserve in the forint instance, 
bad not tbe effect of raising the bounties 
for substitutes for the militia. As to the 
remission of tbe penalties he had disappro¬ 
ved of that measure, but he could nut 
agree with his noble friend, that it would 
be an objection to tbe effect uf a bill fur 
raising a similar one now, because it would 
equally apply to the militia acts, which had 
not been impeded by it. He had never 
thought the Defence act which be had 
brought forward perfect, but he had always 
considered it us a stt>p taken upon the 
country towards its military organization. 
When be brought it forward, he had looked 
to it more as a stimulus to the volunteer 
force to keep it up to that amount, which 
would be adequate to the neces^sity of the 
times, than for anv immediate effect from 
its own operation. He did not think that 
tile niiUtia should be reduced below .SOfOOU^ 
•nd therefore he wished that after it 
should be reduced {p that number, tbe mi¬ 
litia should be lelt in that state, and ano¬ 
ther foice arising out of the general train¬ 
ing act should be engrafted upon it. As to the 
observations of his noble friend with re¬ 
spect to tbe employment of tbe constable 
under the training art, he should only say, 
that as all these mcasurts-were i.cw, it had 
not* been thouglib advisable tp subject the 
persons to be trained to the mutiny a t, but 
rather to try how Ynuch the country would 
bear, and to leave the discipline to be inaiii' 
tained by tbe constable, who, iii former 
times, was a person of even considerable 
military coi^rnuud. But be saw no reason 
wiry tli^; peisons, who should be culled out 
as he piopoifd, should \ft subject to llie 
new mutiny act in tha same inaniier us ttie 
militia in time of peach. They might l5ie 
taken out for a fortnight in spring, and it 
fortnight in autumn each year, and disci¬ 
plined by the militia regiments,which should 
bemaichbd into their counties for that pur¬ 
pose. A levy of 200,000 or even 100,000 
armed and clothed, and thus engrafted upon 
tbe militia, though not to be regularly em¬ 
bodied till the occabion should arrive that 
called for their service, would compose a 
most formidable^afensiveforce. This idea 
evras not new, for a similai course bad b^en 
adopted in 179^'r with respect to tbe sup- 
. plemental mibtia.-*He had thought it right 
to stale thus freely Ins sentiments upon tbi| 
question, and was confident the country was 
ript* for sucii a measure as that he had pro- 
po^ied, if the parliaiueilt should set tfie ex- 
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ample, and that in consequence, by Christ¬ 
mas next, the country would be in a situar 
tion to defy all danger. In stating his ss;z.- 
liments on the subject, he had discharged 
his duty. He saw that the military system 
of tbe country was faf* from perleci; he whs 
.afraid they talked too much - on tliese sub. 
jects, whilst so little had been done, lie 
had hoped that they had done with discus¬ 
sions of this description ; but as the sub* 
jeet had been again broached, he trusted 
the house would take cd'ectual measures for 
procuring a great army, which, added to 
our naval pre-eminence, would enable us to 
bid defiance to the tyrant, who had tram¬ 
pled upon the independence of so many of 
the continental states. 

Mr. Bathurst coincided in most of the 
sentimentse^pre^^ptj \fv his right Ikhi, fiiend, 
tiiougli hec<^ lid not j^lp being surprised at 
his having introdnccd into bis discussion 
topics that hud no iniincdintr conix xioii 
with'.he question tiien under con.-idcratioiu 
ile contemicil tiiat Uie measure of bis right 
boil, fiiend (Mr. Windbuni) was adequate 
to the purposes for w bit b it had been mien* 
d« d, though it might not be suliicient to af¬ 
ford an immediate supply,such as the crisis 
demanded. His noble friend neede J not to 
a{K)lugixe for hiuing made his proposition. 
to parliament ; the apology ^hould, hccoi- 
ding to hib iuipr(“Sion, be fur nut having 
made it before. If the couniiy wa. to be 
saved, it was bv becununguu mined nation 
that Us salvation was to be i kceted. Hu 
agreed with bis right hon. fiieiid, that tha 
question now was, wbelbcr tin* ballot was 
fo be employed for recruiting ihf iniliiia, or 
raising an atiny of reserve ; but he liad seme 
doubts of the propiicty oi allowing tlie mi¬ 
litia to volunUcnnto the line, c^]•cclally as 
tbe principal object of tbe inemuie was the 
internal defence. 11c was afraid, however, 
that his noble friend had his alU ntiun too 
much bent upon foreign and continental 
e.xpcditions. Thu house should keep in 
view that it was dcoirablc to have a force 
disposeable for Great Britain and Ireland. 
Uis right hon. friend bad stated that tne 
militia was in a declining state, but he bad 
omitted to state that this measure would 
destroy the spirit of those who commanded 
and kept up that force. liis noble friend 
bad said, that it was not his intention to 
interfere with the existing establishments, 
but by this Irrangement hu would most rga- 
icrially injure a more important branch 
of the national force. Whenever the Mi- 

litja hatfbeeu before drafted into tbe line, 
\ « 
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it was in the contemplation of foreign ex-| too, he thought ought to be put in force, 
^^^itious, but the present measure was I in some shape oj* another; And he was 
brought forward with a view to home dc-1 sorry not to have heard his noble friend 
fence. After this measure should be car^ I state in what manner he proposed to 
ried iuto^ffect, no mi^tia onicer could look I do that- as we approached the point 
upon hinibelf as belonging to a military es-1 of danger, the attention of all think- 
tablishmedt, if the house should sanction | itig men in the community was awa* 
the impression, that it was unfit for the dc-1 Icened to the means .of repelling it. The 
fence of the c§u,utry. By adopting ihepropo-1 right Jion. gent. Concluded by stating, that 
sition of Ills noble friend* they would run j ihese*e.\traordinary measures must of ne- 
the risk of breaking in upon a uiosi iinpur- I cessity interfere with the ordinary recruit- 
tant establisbinent. lie could not a;’/er iiig, but that in this country there should 
in the recommendation of his right hun. be as many channels as possible of procu* 
friend,to have the miiilm regiments marched I ring a supply for its military force, 
into their respective^ counties for the pur- Mr, WMham^ though he admitted that 
pose of drilling the mass, because if march- that w^as nut the proper time for discussing 
ed from the military^osts they occupied on the measure proposed in detail, yet found 
the coasts, they woiXd be rendered iiiedi- it impossible to omit that occasion of coDtra- 
cient for iniincdiatcWcfLiice The noble I dieting affl confuting, as he trusted, to the. 
lord had slated as a gfound oHiis measure, satisfaction of theiiouse, soTtie of the state- 
that about 6*000 of the militia would be ^enls that had been made by the noble 
withdrawn from the service, in consoqweiice pord opposite. He felt it also necessary 
ofthe eApirationol their terms : but it these to trespass upon the indulgence of the 
men were to withdraw (rom llic miliiia, house, in order to reSuce the question to 
liow could his noble friend expect to getjils real grounds. Since the noble lord 
them to ::nter for tlio general service ? It j had opened his plan, another, the coni- 
was bis opinion, that the militia ought ra- j pclilor of that plan, bad been recommended 
thcr to be increased than diminished. I by the right hon. gent, opposite (Mr. 
AVlien the uoble lord staled, that it the cir- j Yorke), and his right hon. friend who bad 
cumstances of the c^intry were the sajne just sat down. If the ballot was again to 
now, as whcii the Ileservc Act had been be resorted to, he was ^clined to think 
brought for\vn'd, be should have preferred J with those fight hon. gentlemen, that it 
that measure, he could have wished that he might be better used forwaisingan army 0f*( 
liad been rno'-e particul.ir in pointing out j reserve, than in the way recommended lyr 
what those circuiustaiices weie that influ-j tlie noble lord. The plan of the noble 
euced his mind. When the llLSurve act lord was calculated to break down a most 
had been resigned to, the idtject was to pro- valuable branch of the milit^y establish- 
vide for the homo and foicig'i service, but rneuts of the country, and for the ^attain- 
now the object was to provide for the home I nient of a force,*which for a considerable 
service only. Besides, an objection in the I lime could not be superior to it. He had^' 
former case lay against the Ucserve act, |o^ten been in the*habitof contending in 

that house, that regiments of the line 
must be superior to niiilitia regiments; and 
certainly he did not conceive that, in so 
doing, he was giving reasonable* cause of 
offence to any description of persons what¬ 
ever. It was not in the nature of things 
that troops, who could not by tbeir con¬ 
stitution have any opportunity of real ser¬ 
vice, except incase of invasion, could ae« 
quire the same spirit an^ character, or at¬ 
tain to equal disigpline, with troops accus% 
tomed, to acutogether, a^d to witness the 
conductor their officers in cimumstanhes of 
real danger. The officers, tod, of the' 
Sailitia, who entered that service youngs 
and with a view to pass a few fears agm- 
ably,^oi4d not dewste themselves to tnsir • 
profession in same ^ay as persons 4]to ^ 

• I 


because the Mililia, and %ppU‘inentary 
Militia had been raised Sy ballot imme¬ 
diately before. At present, the country 
had had the advantage of a long ^e^pite 
from the talipot, anckthe population of the 
lotion had not for some time been culled 
upon to make any very extraordinary efforts 
to assume a'military character. The mea¬ 
sure of the Army of Reserve was as perfect 
in its detail as the Militia acts, and had 
proved as efficacious in a short period as 
any mjfasure that had ever been proposed. 
The suspension of the fines under the Re¬ 
serve Act bad been an act of His 

noble friend had omitted to toutli upon se¬ 
veral other modes*uf recruiting, viz.jiuch as 
•give a single step .of promotion icyf raising 
a certain number of men. The Tr/nina bill, 
Voi. IX. ^ * 
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nothing else to depend oi^ for their 
•Obsistence, and for all their success and 
proB]>e^ts in life. I-)e had often couten- 

‘ ded that such a difl'ereuce existed; aud, 
until the more favourite charge respect¬ 
ing the Volunteers had been started, he 
had been, for so doing, represented as the 
enemy of the militia. The gentlemen op. 
posite had^ on all such occnsions, put them- 
•elves forward as the charapions of tlie 
militia; but their present measure exem¬ 
plified the truth of the Spanish proverb,— 
^Defend me against nr.y friends, and I will 
defend myself against my enemies.*' lie 
had often told the militia oflicers in thul 
iiouse, that it was not from him, but from 
those that professed to espouse their cause, 
that they had any thing to dread. The gtm* 
tlemen opposilewould not sufTctniiy pc ison 
to touch the militia hut themselves. 'I'lioy I 
had fatted them up for *their own eating; | 
they secured them as country geutlcmefi 
do the game in those places near tin ir 
houses, which, by'■an odd misii(j}un\ are! 
sotnelimes called the ptcurve^ where the I 
game are, indeed, preserc’ed, but only till 
some circumstance (the arrival perli.ipi oi 
tome favoured guest) slmll furnish an oc- 
t^aslou for falling upon them with if.doubh d 
fury. It was not to be expected that ini- 
2tt^ officers, who had made such sandices 
in the service, Und bestowed such pains 
in disciplining their respective regimenib, 
should not be (fisgusted at haviug thcii 
best disciplined men taken from them. It 
was still more provoking to hear, that ihi!) 
was doue for the purpose of erecting a 
fofee fur %l>me defence. It was not, as 
had bben well obser ed J>y his right hon. 
friend, for foreign expeditions that tins 
measure was resorted to, but for home 
defence, for which the militia had befen 
expressly formed. If the crisis called for 
•uc’b a measure, be was convinced the mw 
litia colonels, who bad already made so 
many sacrifices in the service of their 
country, would be willing to submit to 
this alao : but, then, they had a right to ex¬ 
pect that the necessity of the sacrifice 
should be proved : as the country also had 
^a claim to be satisfied, that it was neccs- 
•ary and propel tbr the purposes of iinme- 

• diata defence to begin^oy breaking up so 
large a portioa of the existing force.^This, 

• however, wte only the first effect of the 
noble lord's measuie. The further and 
more kiting consequence was the destroy- 
tiK the ardour and confidence of tl^e mili- 
tif service for years to come. What could 
tU men in the militia think of, their offi¬ 


cers, or what could the officers think of 
themselves, when they were told, that,. ^ 
invasion was really to come, it was neC^ 
sary to put the men under other leaders, 
and that those who, had luthertn been at 
(heir head, who had been deveuiug their 
lives in preparation for a crisis such as was 
now arrived, were nut the persons fit to 
conduct them into action, ])ut must give 
way to others more proper for that of¬ 
fice ? IC this was not an ludiguUy, he waa 
at a loss to know what was ; or how it waa 
possible to do more to put down, from this 
lime forward, all zeal, iu the oOicers of ini- 
litia to improve tl eir rtgimenis, aud all 
belief oii the part of leginients that it 
was uorth while to iinproNC ihrin, or that 
they could ever be ^Vought lo a state in 
which I hey shtuild 1# ubl»* to face the ene¬ 
my.—Bui, A) Ktiira to tlie immediate cf- 
leets of the measure, aiul abandoning lor 
ilie moment all consideration of its future 
consVijuenccs. bow was it to tell for its 
professed purpose of immediate defence ? 
Tur a certain lime to come, (he ( (IV ct of liiis 
measure of strength could be no oilier ibau 
weakness. In whatever degree the hon, 
gtjuilomen miglii chooMJ to describe the su¬ 
periority fd H rrgnl.ir regiuHut oxer a 
re;.Jimcnt ot mditia, they would hardly go the 
length of saying, that the v^v»r^t of the first 
cla'?s supenoi to the best of the other. 
I'liey would not pretend to say, that lli(*rc 
vv<i» not a penofi, and jicriiaps a jnelty 
long one, during which the r< giUar regi¬ 
ment, xxith its now recruits, wc»uld not le- 
inain inlerior to, whut the niihtia was 1>‘- 
fore these rerrniis w<*re taktm troni it; and 
dot ing this period,*' h« ih-er ot i oi short¬ 
er continuance, the counirv must be the 
weaker. Thus far, tlieri fore, there could 
be no plea of norosity ; for it never could 
be necessary for a country, witli a view at 
least to any immediate prei-sure, to make it¬ 
self weak. But a time will come, it seems, 
>^hen the measure will make us strong* 
And with a view to this it is that we are to 
begin to calculate, oornparing the degiW 
of strength to be tl^us obtained, and the 
length of time during which it is to last, 
with the temporary weakness that will 
precede, aod {he increasing and endless 
w'eakness that will follow it. For it 
happens whimsically, that the Ineasurc 
now iproposed as necessary fur the sal¬ 
vation of, the country, will be good, for 
thut purpose only on the•-supposition 
chat tie attempt of the enemy shall be 
liiiide \yithiii a certam prescribed pe^ 
nod. Sl^uld it be a little loo soon or a 
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^little too latp, sliciuld we be unable to bc- 
\opak‘ llie invasion, aud to fix it exactly to 
our own time, all that we shall have been 
doing v-'ill have rendered our situation only 
so much the worse.—Tlie period of strength 
will, however, at last arrive, namely, when 
the men tr.msterred shall 'have been so 
settUrd i« tlieir new regiments, as to give to 
the regular ift niy more strength than the re- 
iiiovalot the men shall lidve taken from the 
n}i!itia,;ui(i tv-ben ouriiund^rs shall,upon the 
whole, have Ijeen increased by the difiere-uce 
of those raised through the medium of ballot 
beyond what miglU have been raised in the 
fcnme time bvrecruitmg. We were to consi- 
dei the price at which this increaseofstrcngth 
would be purchased,joined with the conside¬ 
ration ol the time fotVwhich it was likely to 
last.—lie had alread\%bserve>^thal we were 
to pass to tins penucwof strength through 
the medium of a period of weakness, 
lie bad observed, also, on the* last¬ 
ing evil that would be incurred in conse¬ 
quence of the eriects produced on the mi¬ 
litia service.—’I'lie third head remaining to 
be cunsidercil, was the value of that sys¬ 
tem of military measures which was adopted 
last year, and to which we were now about 
to put an cud, Uj»on the subject of these 
measures bomething tf a preliminary qifies- 
tiun liad arisen at the time, how far what 
was proposed was entitled to be called a 
pUn. lie for one had always rejected 
that title, disgusted, as he had been, by 
the appiiruiions which he had seen made 
of it: Vet he certainly did not mean there¬ 
by to admit, that in the best sense of the 
word, as implying the Just distribution of a 
subject into Us proper parts, and a syste¬ 
matic direcuon of those parts, to the com- 
tnnn )Hir])ose intended, the ontsures of last 
year wnne not as well entitled to tliat ap¬ 
pellation, and i^ndeed a good deal belter than 
any measures that had preceded them; ur,aa 
far as at j^reseut appeared, than any that 
w'ere likely ip follov^,—The measures, how- 
(«rer, of last year, had so far Ivss of a plan, 
thSt their pretensions to merit, contrary 
to what might be th^ case now, was more 
in what tliey un-did, than in any wonder¬ 
working powers which they professed to 
have in themselves.—The army hud been, 
for years, supported by shifts and expedi¬ 
ents. It was supplied by meunS| which 
CQuld not last, and which, wflile (transi¬ 
tory themsqjyes, were continually Astroy- 
ing the resources‘from which any/supply 
•could be expected in future. ItJrad bqpn 
hdpt olive by drams and cordials/ Its con¬ 


stitution, *ia fact, had been so broken by 
the experiments which bad been tried up^ 
on it, aud the discipline which it hqd under¬ 
gone, it had been so bled and cupped^ and 
blistered and purged, that, when the new 
practitioners were called in last year, there 
remained no hope (conformably indeed te 
the opinion which they had often given) 
but by discarding medicine altogether, and 
trying what might be done by natuiCi when 
loft to operate for herself. If the patient 
was to be saved, it enust be by air and ex¬ 
ercise, by diet and regimen, by good and 
wholesome food, given too in sufficient 
quuutilies. The best service to be rendered 
in the first instance, was,to tear the prescrip¬ 
tions, and throw all the physic bottles out of 
the windqjy. This was the basis of the plan of 
the Ute ministers with respqpt to the army* 
I'hey were led to fhis plan as well by consi* 
jaieration of the general nature oftbings,a8 by 
refierting on what bad been the historyof the 
military establishments of the country for 
many years past. Within a period not exceed¬ 
ing the memory of many whom he wastheu. 
addressing, a guinea to buy necessaries, 
and a crown to drink the king '9 bealtbi was 
all that was given to a recruit upon his en¬ 
tering the army. A bounty properly so 
(Tailed, that is tcTsay, a price to tempt a 
man to do wliat he w^as otherwise disinclin¬ 
ed to, was unknown. I'he service was its. 
own price. So late as at the beginning of 
the American war, examples were found of 
oOicers reprimanded by the war-office for 
having extended the bounty so far us to two 
or three guineas. Among^he general 
causes operating^to^produce the^bange 
which afterwards took place (those great* 
uiif^s, namely, of life depreciation in the 
>%lue of money, an^ the continuance of 
the pay at the tame rate at which it stood 
m Charles the. Second's time), a cause of a 
more limited, but of a more immediatt 
eilhrt, wus tlie militia. This system, for 
reasons which he had often stated, and 
would not now repeat, did not, for seve¬ 
ral years after its establishment, produce 
ally consequences affecting materially tite 
recruiting of the army. But at last, as the 
mtliiia assumed a mor^ i^gular form, at, 
tlietopraclice gracftally preva"tled of calling* 
it out,* and hoping it constantly embodiei 
during every war, as its dtscipNoe improved, ’ 
gnd me practice of substitution took plaotti 
of that of serving in person, it# efi^ts 
on the army began ip lie severelyfelt. 
demand ftr substitutes on the part of q4ea 
placed ciraumstaoce^ the most diiad* 
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vaatageouB for obtamiog ^hat thf$y wanted 
mion reasonable terms, brouglittbings 
eo a state, in which servVce in the militia 
(a service for a few years, end within the 
iMDgdom), could be purchased only at a 
high premiom, and in which men, there- 
fore« could hardly be looked for in great 
aumbers, who would be willing to forego 
Ibis premium, and enter the army for no¬ 
thing; The only expedient that ocoitrred 
ftir remedying this »evi1, was to give a 
bounty for the army also; and thus to en¬ 
able the army to hold tip its head, ancl bid 
against the militiH* But though this suc¬ 
ceeded for a time, its very success was such i 
as contained a principle destructive of its 
coutinuance, the effect of the cumpetiliofi 
being to raise the price upon both services, 
till at length a sort of Imiit wa97})roduc’cd. 
apt merely by She consideration of cxpence, 
but by the effect which \he high buiuities 
bad iu producing desertion. Nothing now 
was thought to be left, but to have recoui bc 
to compulsion, that is to sa^:, ballot: but | 
as ballot could not be applied directly to 
the army, the expedient devised was to | 
augment the militia, in order that after¬ 
wards the men might be induced, by bounty, 
■to extend their services, and bf^come sol¬ 
diers complete. »Upon this view, a grand 
attempt was made, in the years uiiietv-six 
and ninety-seven^ to raise the militia from 
. thirty thousand to very near 100,00n men; 
and m the years 179 D 1800, out of the 

force so raised, to transfer to the army n 
force of about Ncithar atU'iiijtt 

aucceeded to the full extent. pio- 

jected 1(10,8ky), with all the endeavour" 
used, t:ould never be. nwide to nse much 
lieliigher than 70 , 000 ; and of the 4(>,0U(). 
the first portion,"Or with whom the 

trial was made, werf obtained in the yeu> 
8799» At the time of the Dutch expedition ; 
bat of the remaining S6‘,000, to whom 
|»ermiMi 9 n was given to enlist in the year 
following, not more than 12,000 were ob¬ 
tained at the time, the rest were left to en¬ 
list at their leisure, and, if they should still 
' decline, were to continue subject to be 
called upon for the militia. The militia 
laws had, in tbe mean time, fallen into 
great confusion^ owing to these successive 
'changes; and a right ^on. gent. (Mr. 
Yorl^ nakmg^art of the government of 
’ the time, fasA, in consequence, in the year 
1802, introduced an act, meant for tbe 
of consolidating all tbe former acts, 
Ain settling tbe system upon a nerinanent 

'* fociiiig, but still keeping in view tbe grand 

• • 


object, the augfnentation of the number, 
on account of the difficulty that was fbuni^ 
of adding, by any other means, to the r«iv 
litary force of the country. The establish¬ 
ment of the militia fyr this country was to 
be 40,000. But even here, unfortunately, 
the authors ol the inf^asure reckoned with¬ 
out their host. War came, and the price 
of a subsiiuiie rising in consequence above 
the amount of the, penalty, the intasure 
produced only money and notmpn. New ex¬ 
pedients were then drvised, to make the 
aiaouut of the penalty keep pace with the 
bounty ; ami the whole scheme being, alter 
all, riisunicient for its purposes, new mili¬ 
tias were created, new'augmenlatioiis niada 
lo tlu'fc aba ady bubsisUng, and new niea- 
«iirns broUj^lit forlli a biiiiilur princii)le, 
t!;ough ol a dill'crenF (uriii. lie had lor- 
gt;t, in the ^iiuiucr» ion of the measures 
prevK'us to this period, the famous (i'.jota 
bill, ^bv whicli mnliny was introduced into 
the navy, unri the I'rovision.d Cavalry bill, 
tile most diverlimr n-uaiulv, if not the 
most eOic:u ions of ull the measures of the 
clu^s in by whuh sums had been 

paid to the amount of 70 or SO guineas to 
H’«coe oM hid es jjoin the terrors to which 
ihcv were e\j>osed of being turned into 
bizbc-hoirfincii. (in aUT dcM^ns were now 
conceived,and greater ]»ov\e»> brought into 
action. Bi-stdcs the militia in Ireland, 
i which was created or augmented about 
tins lime, a new nohtiu,on soinevvhat more 
extrjuled terms ol service, was set on foot, 
under the name of the Army of Itesc’rve. 
Many (.'eiiileinen had expressed lhfc*r opi¬ 
nion, not without great show of reason, 
that if u measure of the sort at present 
proposed was to be adopted, it should be 
u repetition of the Army ol I'cserve. The 
i^rOiit oijf ctKK), of cotiise, was the extreme 
haidsiiij), which, besides that it was a strong 
objection in itself, bad the effect also of 
rendering the measure, after a certain 
point, incapable of being executed. Such 
had been the case in the instance in which 
the measure had been already tried. ^V- 
ter a certain time, a re-actioA bad been 
produced which made it incapable of pro- 
ceeding a step further. Tbe measure was 
therefore abandoned, not from auy caprice 
or jealousy iu tlie government which sue- 
ceeded, who, on the contrary, shewed a 
desirelto continue it as far as they poiild ; 
but bjeauee it wqs functus (^cso; it had 
done tess indeed in some degree than it 
hud hojwd, but alj that ^t could do« The 
Parish W1 succeeded to. ij; i ^ it WM not 
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necessary to point out to the house what the ance no Ipnger tolerable* The proof ia^ 
'^ilure of that bill had been. [A cry of no, that no one has ever thought of reviving it. 
tiifr from the treasury bench.] If this If its merits were Orhat the ben. geo^lemea 
measure Imd not failed, it roust be because had so often contended, if it really waa 
some definition jjad attached a differ- that system of recruiting which hadaccom- 
ent meaning to the word failure. He knew plished the object so long sought for, awt 
of no criterion of failure in any under- discovered a source of recruiting on which 
taking, but that of not doing what it had the army might safely rely, why, in God'e 
intended and^n«aged for. The Parish Bill lame, did not the bon. gentlemen propnw 
bad engaged to raise 40,«00 men in about ,0 th^ house to re-enact it? It was in vwa 
15 mouths, that is, by the 1 st of October ‘or them to say, that the remittion of tbo 
1805; in about twenty months, that is, by penalties under the former bill had ren- 
the Ist of March following, it had not lered this impossible. To make any 
raised iri.OOO; *and during its whole conti- thing of this, they must shew that the re* 
nuance, it never produced to the amount mission of these penalties was avoidalde; 
of 16 ’,000, This, (freording to common that four or five hundrecUbousaud pounds 
ideas, would be called failure. But had it le believed, of penalty^ incurred by acts 
succeeded ever so wVll, it never could ul- or which the parties were not blameidlleg 
tiniately have furnihed to the regular inasmuchwas the service required was, 
army more than ^OOiJnieii a ^ear. Nay, wholly out of their pouter, for whkli 
tliere was a degree orsuccess which would many of them were even meritoriouBv 
have prevented even that, and have put "nasinuch as the impossibility arose from 
an end to the measure altogether. If all the restriction which they bad impo* 
who had been raised under the bill, had d upon tbemselvestif not breaking Xh0 
agreed to extend their scr\Mces, and to law, could be levied without a degree of in* 
eater the army, fulfilling thereby the ve- ustice which nothing could autboriae. If 
ry purpose winch the measure had in this could not be shewn, the return to the 
view, the bill from that moment would measure u'as not precluded by any other 
have ceased to exist. It could not cause than the vices inherent in the measure 
continue but by failing in part to exe- tsclf. Here, then, the same difficulty re* 
cute what lU. intcmied. In that way it currod as the country had been struggling 
might, it was true, continue to operate, with for the^last 30 or *40 years. If the 
though its success was for its maximum limi- Parish bill was not fit to^coutinue; if conti*. 
ted in the wav which he had stated, and had uuing, it could not produce to the army, at 
for its no limit all,but might here- the utmost, more tiian 90 OO men a year t 

ducedtothesupply oftliecasualiieBonapor- if the recruiting, for a long time decliaiog, 
tion of the Army of Reserve, however small, was now further reduced by the effect of 
No further failure need indeed be looked for these very measures, somefflng musl ba 
ill the bill, than its being one which, from done, not so muck tcs«ugment tlu ffrmy, ai 
the burthens it imposed, the injustice which to prevent its going down, and tosupply tb6^ 
it committed, the serious oppressions and number of men b^ ^hicb it must annually 
abuses to which it led by q-'jnverting into 6e diminished. Tbg same necessity which 
au engine of recruiting a*.l the parochial existed for supplying the place of the Army 
govermnent and smaller police of the coun of Rrserve-bill, existed now for supplying 
try, was rejected by the general voice, was the place of the Parish bill, or (or making 
thrustoutofthesta^utebook by the universal good at least what would have been wanting 
conviction of its unfitness tocoiitiime there, to that bill, had it been pouible that it 
Parish bill therefore died a natural should have continued, and bad it produ* 
death, and was not 4 )ut an end to pretna- ced the whole of the 9 OOO men,which aloM 
turely by any desire on the part of the mi- it was capable of producing,. To say tbo 
nUtry of the time, to m^e way for a (a- truth, none of the me^u^es that bod bmm 
voprite measure of their* own. It ended, successively tried, down* at least U> thg 
as all its predecessors had done, if not like pi^sent tim^ tiad been rejected in conso* 
some of them, by having absolutely run quence of any idle desfrt of ebap^, au^ 
itself out, and having reacb^ tile poin still leas of any mean and elvious sfwt 9i 
bfyond which it could not dstirla step, jealousy on the part of persons newly tiso* 
yet by shewing, that, after Ul that ceediug to the goveruoieot, dM !bHowui|| 
could be hoped-for from it, tbe^vils at- tl^ose of whotp they wwre the pppoil^lita* 
^diog were such as to make. iVi 'eoBtinu- and rlvSls* In. the meatoraa .wen^ 
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bright be a sufficient portion ready at allf a little wbicli tbe Training bill was likely to 
^Qtes to supply the dedoiencres, and make I do for the recruiting service: the voluiii^r. 
jgood tbe losses of die regular arm}', that is I establishment, such as it was meant to be un¬ 
to say, in which there should always be a I der the late acts, would grow out of tt alto- 
oertaiu number of men ready enrolled and | gether. This last fadt was so tnief that,ac. 
liable by law to be disposed of for those pur-1 cording to the system of volunteers now 
poses, and in which the men so enrolled I proposed, there ought to be no Trainingatt 
abould be in a certain degree prepared for I at all. I'heviewentertained uponthissubjeci 
'^e service assigned, by having received as|bytheJateadministration,andSvhicbljeiiiust 
touch training as it ipight be convenient or I contend to be the true one, was, that the 
possible to give them. The enrollmeulj volunteer service should be considered as 
and tbe legal preparavon might be always I the privilege of those, who were willing 
complete. The training would vary ac-1 and able to contribute by their purses, as 
cording to circumstances, and must at all I well as by their persons, but who did not 
times be to a gr^t degree imperfect. But choose, for whatever, reasons, to subject 
a bill for such purposes must always exist, I themselves to the compulsion of the Train- 
•nd be more or less acted upou, as long as ling act. Three clasps of persons were 
the circumstances of the countr^^ud of the (supposed : those to whom service in per- 
world should ^continue what they were, [son, in wha^ver more, either was, or was 
Such were the objects of tlie jiresent I considered to be, a w-irthen, but who were 
bill, and which as far as enrollment went/*! ready to contribute their money; those who 
ftie first and main object,—was alrea-j "ere**viiling to serve, but who wished to be 
^ complete or nearly so. The coun-1 indulged in the privilege of serving in corps 
try had at this moment, in virtue of I by themselves, and under officers of their 
that bill, 200,000 men, whom bis ma-[own; those, lastly, whohaviiigeiihernotthe 
jesty might immediately proceed to train, I wish or not the means to purchase one or 
and whom he was immediately autho-jother of the above exemptions, yet being 
tized to dispose of for tbe purposes of comprised within the prescribed limits of 
defence in his regular regiments, or in I age and stature, and not included in any 
any other way that he should think fit. special exception, mir^l be conicut to per- 
Sucli a body of men so circumstanced form their share, by no iiieauS u severe one, 
would be no bad present to the counliy, of the common duly, upon* the terms, 
even though to as late a period us that at I whicli the act had laid down. Hut it 
which the preparations of the enemy shoula | would be the cruelltst and most unjust of 
bave actually begun, not a man of them all proceedings, if persons so circumslan- 
ahould have had a musket upon bis sboul- ced, were, in addition to their personal 
der; But why *vaa that to be their situa* service, to be called upon to contribute to 
tion ? The bill, mArtfivented, was pro- the ex]3enccs of those who were allowed to 
, cceeding in its natural course, and would I perform that service, upon terms more 
soon give to these men as much training as agreeable to themselves; it the poor were 
tbe circumstances re<}uired, as much di thus to be called upon to pay for the privi- 
^ least as it was thought desirable to attempt leges of the rich. 1'his must be the case 
consistent with a due regard not to render Ljf volunteers were no longer to serve, 
tbe measure mere burlhenseme or veAtious agreeably to what had been supplied by the 
than was hecessaiy. Difficuhy, be denied acts of last year, at their own expence, 
tiiere was any, more at least than must at- ffic acts of last year ha^ provided, that vo- 
tmd every measure of detail, when tried for 1 lunicers already enrolled should be al- 
tile first lime. If more training was, ne-1 lowed to continue, with the exception oa;iy 
Cessary than the bill bad provided, let I of certain special casefr, upon the same rate 
more bo given. As much had been done I of allowances, which they had before enjoy- 
«• teemed to bi Granted at the time when fed; but that all vi4io should engage hereafter, 
^ bill was brought in.-^This part,of Ihej instead of being trained under the general 
plan of tbe late c^dministratibn, which theloct, should serve in corps of their own, 
mble lord Veined inclined to overlook,! with the condition of never being coropel- 
WaSi on the t^iurary, that one of the thre^l lable td seMe out of those corps, should^be 
at^befs of^hich it consisted, which ope-jrequire(J to’serve at tbeir own charge. *A 
4 titoed in tbe most direc|ioii8, and did, jnore I more just condition could not well be cou- 
any other, giire to tbe whole iisjceiyed, nor one, in conscqeence, from which 
character of unity imd system'. departure would be more* unjust with 
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^spect to those on whom such departure 
ruusi be the iiieuns of imposing an additional 
burthen. The condition was indeed as 
judu'KJUs as it was just: a due prrovision 
was tbef>eby made 1 *tir I hose disi-inclions 
of rank, which in many points it was imisi 
iinporiant to preserve, and*vvliich il would 
rarely Ire* desirable ti» contbnnfl, even on 
those points vfhirh mighl^'em to rcganl more 
llie leeiiii;^s of thi^ nniividinil llnui the in¬ 
terests ol.tlie c;o:uin ti.il\. T!>tJ i«»ive thn*' 
provided would lujt only 'osl the public 
liolhmn,—a i irfuiusianet* ihsil he Ircdieved 
would be tbuurl hei^ ail-.T of hOine arconn' 
when the clnir^j i- should come ui npirn the 
sysleni llienestairbshed—but wtnddixaiMs' 
j)r«< isely of the desciipt.on of peivons, se- 
l«<'ied as bv a rule, ►vljom you wouhi wish 
to have m il, and hft Inerted to tinj extent 
to whiclr aloni* it wupld be (Arsinilrle that 
it should be ca^rle^l. No rule cfiuivl pro 
bably be invemed winch would distin¬ 
guish with such cxattiress those whom It 
W'ould be desirable to ccrll. rt into volunteer 
corps, trom tliose who uuuhi he left'wiih 
more arivautagf; to bu dispoM'd of by tin 
executive governin'nt, (to be dibtiibuled 
for the most pait into liie ii gulur and inih 
tia regiments,) than that winch rcMiUed 
from the sin^.ie c.'wiitum presrriired* hy 
the ac t, iniii^ iy, tliat ail persems serving 
in tutiire in#vtdiinteer Corps, shonhl serve 
at their own expeiue. With a view ti* 
police, a r,io«-i loiporlant rofisideralioii in 
the cstiihlishinent ol the i(«u e in f|iitsUon, 
nothing could he more desirable ihiui that 
those I'Uti listed with arms ano subject so 
little to any military contioul, should be 
persons ol some subsuiiice and slake in the 
conntrv. Even in a imlitary vic.v, a crrlain 
portion ol corps composed of men in lire 
higher ranks, smblAr to those that we 
meet w’Uli 111 ih? Iiisiorv of tlie times 
Charles I., might be of the most distin¬ 
guished use, and render services not to be 
accomplished by any other means. Such 
yus the volunteer force wljch the ]at(' 
s)'%teiTi of measures would have givei/Uie 
country, arising naftirullv and insensibly 
out of the measure (the 'rraining act), ot 
which the noble lord was disposeci to make 
80 little account, and forming a contrast 
which he hoped tiie house and country w'ould 
lOt lose night of, with the volunteer force 
u 8 before subsisting, and as no^T intended 
to*be re-established. lie for b|ie was 
fully convinced itot only that the plain and 
> simple plan adopted last year, was the best 
that could have been cho 8 en> but that it 
Voi. IX. . . • 


was the dlily one, consistent at least with 
sense and rvasian^ whidi .the nature of 
things ufturded. In respect to the particular 
part to which allusion had last been made, 
viz. the 'IVaining act, it was that wluch 
could not be withdrawn without weakening 
the riiea»urc throughout, and in part en* 
tirely desiroying it* It was the sole four.® 
datic^n and babis of whai was prripO''ed as 
the volunteer U»r<e;^!t was the source to 
which the army iiiu»t look for an imnie«» 
drdto and instant ^u^ply in case of invasion i 
it would, in Ihi* meanwhile, coniribuie. pro¬ 
bably, most powerfully 10 the recunting 
service : it would have thejc .onslatit efiect of 
training the people grtffcallv to arm^, and 
of picparing ihnn for the great dangers, to 
which t)i^ must long look to be exposed* 
A 'IVaiiiinc act of some son or other there 
must b( • lie had no claim to pngiuality 
•on tins point, lie had slated from the 
lirsl, whi'ii introducing the measure, that, 
he took for his model* and was anxious to 
be understodd as doing so, the measure of 
asinnlar sort introduced by a former ad- 
minis’ration, adhering to the same when¬ 
ever ne could, and cii-parting from it onlyi 
IS hu would wish his ow.n to be departed 
nom, where,b) laU r and further cousidera- 
turn, mistakes might be corrected, or im¬ 
provements ^iniroduce<l.» Were a sciTeme 
ot nalioiuil (iciVnee to be prepared entirely 
frr>m the beginnini^, h<^shoiild be disposed’ 
perliups (ilujiigh u was u question of nice 
• onsideration) to make it consiat of three 
only out of the four members, of which 
our present force consisteiU^z, the nmnyi 
the volunteers, act, lea* 

ving out that great and now must import 
Unit part, the miliMa. Hut it was one 
'^jing to say upon ^n^^ subject, what shtiuld 
have been done originally, and another^ 
what was projjor to be done with things al¬ 
ready foViiicd and established. It might 
have been belter pos'dbly, that the mdttta 
hsd never been established; but it was & 
far diderent question, whether you would 
now abolish a f>*rce of that description, ma¬ 
king often more than a half of your army 
at home , and wrought to its highest pos¬ 
sible perfection. Updi# dtese grounds the 
^IminlstraHon abstsined carefulliy 
from every thing, by whii^li the tniliti^ forcd 
could be injured or weakeiwd. It would 
Jiave been just as easy to tfa» os it is now 
to the noble lord, to make a %dd^tioa 
to the army, by rubbing to the same 
amount the militia, bucb a measure 
m fact, matw temptatiuiis to them whicls 
3M 
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it had not even to the noble Ibrd ; and lucky in itaelf, and still lei^s fortunate in its 
might have b.een adopted also, in the then application. If it could have wounded any 
stile of the country* upon in liniiely better budy,hmusthave bernageuilenidu tov^hom 
grounds, and with far less risk and incou* the noble lord was disposed to pay comnli- 
venience than it was by tlie nublejord ut menls, the right honf gent, opposite, (Mr. 
that moment. A measure of that soil Vorke,) by whom ttieilouse ^as first in* 
would ha\L- given a great, real and a siiil truduced, and Horn whom Mr. W. liad 
greater apparent activity to liie new reguld. only the merit of l)orii>wtng if. But in 
tiona for the improvement of recruiting, truth inej(jke was perfecily hariiile.ss. It 
It could not be rhl^t the miiii:;ters of the was a very good 'ijnewht n the noble lord 
day weie incapable of imagining such an first heard it, (f r it wa'> not new,) hut some* 
expedient, or that ail inventive talenu how or other it misled fire in his hands. 

. of the noble lord were necessary to repeat In truth, what more prr»per person could 
u measuie which had been already tried, be found than the VonsUble to kt ep 
over and over, and which, to say the Irutii, order among men, ^11 of them of his 
never required on^ially any greater turce own parish or distrxt, who, n^t being yet 
of mind or thought than ihatwhuhccn* soldiers, would, if not placed under the 
spts in wishing for what you ^ant, and controul of some civiLoflicer be under no 
taking it when you have the power. '1 he ei.ntioul at all ? A nAch severer blow than 
house would hardly fail to remark llie all il-e noble^lord colild inflnt by his wit, 
whimsical circumstance, iii.it those wiioi or tlian h>id in fact been inHictcd in any 
doubted of the original expediency of a other«way, was now levelled against the 
tuilitia force, vrere Qju } ci sons to preserve suc cess of the measure, tiv the option 
U when established, and that the noble w Inch it was proposed to give to those who 
lord, and others Its friends and champions, rnleied from the miliiiti, of entering, if 
were those who beg.in iht: woik of its tiiey should think fit, for life. 'I’his little 
demolition. With these changes 111 the clause, so moderate in it» operation, so 
tbii g ptself, and these proots of the dis- reusoiiuble in its pretexts, so innocent in ttie 
position of those to whom its late was eyes of those by whom the subject had 
committed, he bad onl)» to entreat ot been but little cunsniered, to well under* 
the rion.gentleineu that they v^ould put an stood by those by whom the clause was 
end to the measure altogether, and would brought m, was just the most niisclne- 
cot keep it in a sttfte in which it was no- vous, as well as the must dexterous stroke 
minally to subsist, while all its real virtue that could have been contrived by per- 
and elficacy was withdrawn. When the ^-ons who wished the destruction of the 
uoble lord was dealing out his opinions measure, and were not disposed for the mo* 
about the practicability or impracticability nient openly to avow their hostility. Jt was 
of the TraiDing'v-f^iht house would re- a stroke given byu poisoned <iagger, »hich, 
policet, that he (the noble lord) was in the though it miglit make a wound no bigger 
stination of the man, who wished the oracle llian the scratch of a pin, would soon tie 
to declare whether tlie^sparrow was aliv^ the means of spreading disease and gan- 
or dead, which he hefd in his hand. TiiC gnuiu over the wiiole body. It liad been 
noble lord had nothing to do but 10 give a observed repentt dly, tliat the great efl'cet to 
squeeze, to verify at any lime his own prf.- be hoped fur fioni the incasuics of. last 
dictions. ^Nothing as yet bad caused any year, must depend on tlir opinion that 
difiiculty in the execution in the I'laining would be entertained of tiieir, stability, on 
act, but the unfortunate substitution of the the <onfiduiicc to be placed in ihetit, 
mUitia lists in the room of those originally funhded in the assurance ihut jhey - w-oTlld 
intended, and which certainly, as it now nut be departed froih or made the cover 
af^ars^ would have been far more correct lor designs other than those whicb they 
aMhey were likely I0 be more suitable to professed to have in view. Confidence, as 
the ends^propoaed* It wa#a point uy wbi^h had been remarked on some occasion by 
ho teethe judgement of pr^rsons the lute lord Chatham, was a plant of slow 

jnore vonver^t with such matters than growtll in an aged bosom. It might be 
biawelA bob fwhose judgement had cer^l said with ^ual truth, that it was a plant of 

r y orov^ erroneous in that instance, slow ^wfh in ignorant bosqpis. Igno- 
pleasantry of tbe^noblc lord on that rauce was always prone to suspicion; and 
'^^rbvision of tl>e bifr*wbicb required the bejides that the persons Vb whom measures > 
'^tlefadance of tbe constable, •was J>oth un- of this sort were addressed, and upon 
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whom they wrre toopernte, were among 
llie n»usl liliieraie untl the most ignorant, 
Eotm iliiug tar snort <tf ignorarioe be 

allo'W'J lo be suspicious, on a subject 
wfu r* , W ulungSfTioB ot years, r 3 ereUs aurl 
inin"5itKins ot *)iie sort *)r another liad, lie 
bi-eu stj repeatedly pracused. 'flit* 
iiK<i}ieiit It (d'lie to be understood, ihui the 
tsy-'U in <d 1.1*1 year was to be changefl in 
iiiiv part, all conliiience fii what was left, 
aiitl alt li liaiiie on what «as to happen in 
tnUne, wouid in*, ■! not at uu end, at least 
gjt-Hily impaired. It would be in vain to 
Ui) tlie people,* that* nothing was changed 
but what rlepeiiiled upon their option ; 
that they were still at litierty to enter as 
ij( tore for a lunited ,ternt, and tiiat faith in 
tl.at case would be eqiinlly kept with th(‘m. 
'J’tuj g^'iieral inipr»*sfcon remaining upon 
tiicir iirnds, and iipoi tiie miHds ot lliosc 
by whose opinions and frclings their own 
\unil.i be gOT riu'd. would be, that a change 
li.nl i.ikeii in that which they had been 
told aould he permanent, uiid that the same 
sectniis'tio lunu^ i bubsisted,that what should 
>)c lieluont to vliem nstlie i ondition of a sol- 
d.er, sliotl i c-onluuie to be so a few yearb 
bt inc. It was not to be supposed, 
indeed, that ov^ii without this change, the 
conhdence of the peojile in ttie measures of 
last year had ettained to any thing like its 
TtiaTimumt or^hat it would perhaps ior ape- 
riotl of several years have become so fully 
esiabiibhed, as to give to lli^ country the 
enu't; bemdit of that sys^m. That dis¬ 
trust upon buch subjeits was not wholly 
unrejdOiiablc, was proved pretty clearly by 
the present evems. The meusurt; could 
hurdlv be considered as having reached its 
iiiatunly, till service for seven y(‘ars as a 
soldier should have heroine as familiar to 
the minds ol the people, us Service for se¬ 
ven years in uu apprenticeship; till they 
should have seen the examples of men re¬ 
turning after r.uch service, and exhibiting 
a living proof amon^their Iriendsand reltf- 
ti^ns, that promises of tins kind were 
reaUy meant to be kept, and were not lia¬ 
ble to be clfanged by*every change wliich 
might happen to take place among the ru 
lers of the slate. Conformable to these 
views was the experience of what had al¬ 
ready passed. The first great pledge which 
•rated^^ith the people respecting the 
late measures, was the increase of^uwance, 
the payments on which commenced only at 
Christinas Mbt, to •the Chelsea pensioners. 
^Theu they began to see proofs that the go- 
mom^ot wa8»m earnests that all wbidb 
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they hadlicard upon the subject was not * 
mere talk. ■ Tin se proofs, (ortunately fir 
the couutryMhcse and some other parts oi tbt^ 
late system would still continue to operate, 
and would promote the success of the lion, 
gentleman's measures even in spite of them¬ 
selves. There were parts,which the bon. gen¬ 
tlemen,with all thelaudablespiritofmischief • 
by which they bad shown themselves to be 
.ictiiated against the measures of last year, 
had not }et ventured to touch, and of 
which they would, on the contrary, be very 
glad to transfer the ^mc’fit to themselves, 
iiud tiio benefit thus produced, been suffe/ed 
to remain vviih the system which gave it 
hirih, and to wliich itnIIJRT seem of right to 
have belonged, had all the parts of that 
system been sutiV^red to work together, aq 
cording fo the views of ihobe who origi-* 
uully framed them it is uo\ too much to 
aay, that they would have risen more and 
more, the lunger they had continued, in the 
estimation ol the coury^ry ; tiiat they w'ould 
iiuve improved upon acquaintance; that as 
It would, and as it had, far outstript its 
competitors in the outset of Us course, so 
It wabtiola measure which was likely to lose 
on longer trial the advantages which it had 
ome obtained. If ever there was a mea* 
sure formed on }irinciples having a view to 
permanency, composed of maierials which 
were likely to last, which, being good from 
the beginning, was for oblong time certain ' 
to improve and never to grow worse by 
keeping, it was the measure to which he 
was alluding. The hon. gentlemen knew and 
fflt this, and were deterni^d therefore 
betimes to destroy iL forrfhis in¬ 

tention he could iTot be supposed to feel^ 
much good will towards tliem, he might 
have lelc more r^pect had they sought 
to execute the r ptirpose upon better 
^pretexts and by nobler means. The 
pretexts indeed did not depend wholly 
upon liiemselves: they must taka up widli 
such as they found or such as tiiey could 
make. Me wasbappytothinktltatianeitlier 
way their success had ^en such' as could 
muke'il much a subject of cobgratulation. 
ftiere was no pretence to-Bay,Hhd&'the mea* 
aure had not 6 ucceeded«i»tW&peFiudfortrial 
winch had yet beet gi\!eD, to the full extent * 
of wlmblts authors had promised^ Is 
the last SIX mouths, the produ^ of the bill , 
had exceeded what had been mised during 
cfie corresponding period, by tlf o^inary 
recruitingand tiieAdditionalForceactputlo« 
getheif This was aU*ftatneed be required, 
Noone hadev|r objectechto the Additidbal- 
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porcp bill upon lln* s< ore of ifs not br¬ 
ing iikely to raise men. ^Tbe objei tiun w»»p 
to tlie’niean& which it emploved, to tiu; ex* 
peucu which it iururred, to Uie lu'jting rvih 
tvliich u vuuld entail upon the coMniiv 
When it was considered, nujuovir, ih..: 
the men raised under this act udglit bo le* 
crived at a standard lower, t.y two nx hes, 
and of an H_e hij*hL'r b) tiiicen ^ears, than 
in li‘e regular arinv, that i? to sav, ai 0 bet 
S iDciiCB, ins ead ot at b t< et 4 iiadies, uiai 
between liSaiuJ 4 .>, lys-lrad ol brlwreir IJn 
and 30 , ‘to l:a^e cicreded al one** th*‘ f»ro- 
dure of that bill, joined to the niidt,niiMk\i 
produfo, H<c»-rdino to the hon. ^eat», ol 
the ordinary re^flr^iiting, wa-^ a clrgree oi 
success, I:; il»r e;iily stu .(•> ol tlit* .sou-, 
Willi which the uiUhorstd it mrdii wed br 
galisficci. liefor-onr lial nr\i r picjns* 
Innibeii. un ;d\ i .i^t nr^cr viiitun'd 

to proinis • oilji*rf, U)..i r woi.lU atJ 'lu, s^s 
soon auer Us cuni.n . ' . .”01, .1 ot 

SiKCess evcetdii'*:, ,.0: « - «i k» iliaf 

wiiK li he bail hutcfl. I.-r :i- lo ««jc. <.: 
wit < mii'i as iiU'C hr ^kurd U'ca the invi- 
Snre hod, as \ct at irust^ j.i<.-urj.i. or 
tiiowed a iLodcncv to prodn- •, a'.’, ot 
evils which h:ui been j riv’orted t ! it, in ro- 
S{)ect to U** etti 11 on the let l.n^^ or ciuirac* 
tt^r ot the solv.it r, tr on tao tme tjihne ot 
$he regiment, bn* li an oijrclitn), s j Jar a*- 
related to the mixing ol nicn vipoo n-m 
terms of service,*«w<.uld ( oine wrii an one 
grace from those, w!io wf n; now ^tti<nou^i^ 
gild wantonly iiu^iiientioj itaU iit-(>nY(ni- 


liad been made to partake ; and it had been 
.>t))e(te<t Ui him more than once, he must 
• onii'-^s not wiujdy wuhout leason, that he 
tad not hdloaed up hiH own proh'ssed in* 
vtMitiun^ 111 that n!#pi'ct, by giN'Wg to all 
wh(» were thou serving, and wiiose period 
of service aiixiunU'ti to not U'Ss than 51 
;,cars, llte option ol reiirniL, should they be 
so dispo.-,( ii. lie v\.i" I’ l'N p^rs»;,*(len both 
that such pcruitssion ungitt to have Uen 
:^iven,aiK] tnnt it would have been attended 
.Mih the tnoht iH iithrml elhcts; and it was 
not witluiut nui' li rrgm ihat he tound the 
ojiinlon ol o..ars diDeieiii from tns npmi 
that puii'.l, inur»* e^peciadv after the e.\per « 
tatKrn whnli had been hnd on*, tli> (vjl 
ceriainlv s-iicli expi ctati«>n h-., not aniomjt- 
tO, with r»>pcci to the Mil'ai, 1,1 any 
oneci Hua in point oJ int, no 

jiii irv n I'i arij -('4 to ti.e of liie 

*1 mv from aiv. ol v . n * s. eArn if 

Uic Sjua'iJ: *-' oi \ne Itoii. Lidit. •• re < ai 11- 
lo.lcd 10 arh.Ki a re.. • d , c r it tin v oa < Milt 
on llic I unii .irv Out IK lent; ii> n.ronn.re 
ihe ev! ol will n hev to.u.* i.ll'C.eo b» 
oi‘ so ap: u Itt-nsKi,-. In Ka* ire-.iii l.in**, he 
•vus bai pv to li .cl ih-r 1 . < m » •* judg- 
n.t nl <»f niiliKi’ > ne n, ai.n liic ^euc.ai -eu- 
tiinci t lit ihciwiiiitiv III Loiiliiintd 

htt (-laUnnnl, nc^UsU:-''t'lnini^ that ihe 
KnoAM inclio oiotioi rovendnt iitnii!;l)ti)]>(*- 
ratc even wu! o.il ui ' < \-. itu»4iol undue lu- 
linenco, to liv; .1 niiU r^ nt tuin to liic opi¬ 
nions of Ukac di^ind'i.t (ipi.u them. If 
It Was tuas tio the noble lord nald, that 


eui’C, by an irdusionoi nu n, nmoidy m i v.n . 
lo/’ditlLTeiit^teriods, but serving toi d .cit'M lu 
periud&with luHcif.uised ul onn and the suiiii 

time with themselves, for me 1 U, w iien tl:ir 
COUHetjn^'iinp had bpeu so much objtcied 
^2 though ti eii even}' (oy inu vvay,) v^aiti 
|he most { erfcct inobn&isu ncy on the pari 
of those who had lieen concenied in tin^ 
.Army of Reserve or Additional Force acts ; 
ibe a3ei\ who came m for term of year.' 
W<re men raiot'd professedly upon a new 
^steiu, and were to be added to those wiio 
k4d entered the army be^oie the syslein ui 
IlMettion had bein introduced or thougtd 
fuf. Many of tl.ese, irom the length ul 
Ibtirpobt servicef wire not further removed 


• from the per.od of tl#*ir <iischar^e ^tlian 
Jlfho'-ts who ba i jnewlv enU’r«d u[mju a term 
in iWdf fc>mru r. None could conipiattu 
Orjfisrl any discontent, that urbe^rs 

Jlgid t^e and wuhout prejudice to 

•i^inselves, of a. charge 01 which 

jpao pot t..kei> pldCe*tiU uliei time. 

' Uf pMt uf tUt; of X^h they 


the Briloii army Mivdd not al any l»me dt^ 

. ive a suiir,..( u; j uj^plv tfuni I'le voUmtf-eis 
alum*, ih5-» v.o" a si*ii>us grn-vance. Such 
had not Ui-n the cr.se forinerlv, and Ins 
iiieasun' wtnd 1 providi- a auppiv tor tdlurc 
exigencies, in the numbi r ol persons reti¬ 
ring With pehsdiis, at the end of llifir limes 
of service, wliu would be liable to be called 
forth again uf-on sucli e.Mgeticieb. So tar 
as he was Inmself cunccfrned, lie wished Ins 
pleasure to be repealed, as lie was sure it 
vould not tie allowed a tuir trial. lie po¬ 
nied Uie exisic-iH'e of an emergency euni- 
cient to juslity liie Hj'eaking up of the mili¬ 
tia, and the ovei turning of the new system. 
It sfich an emeigeiicy did exist, tie wutdd 
prefer a direct ballot into iiie line as the 
means of meeUng it. It was mjt true thii^ 
the i\*gular army was iu a ruiitrhjmd Uu.. 
•>t fiecrNne. It had increased iu 1304; it 
l»ad increased iu 1605: and n^^ivithstUnd- 
mg a reduction of 3C^0 iiieiT-.Al Ceylon, 
ih^re tiad been an inc.vase of SOOQ mep) 
tlom AlitrcU l&tMs (o 
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nf*w mpaf-urf accftrding to its last rate 
would a supply of 24,('0t>’ m' li «> 

y(.*ir, wbuli was 11,000 abovo tbo com- 
ni<»o CMsuailies as CA-unuonly calculated. 
Tberiu^asurc wa*, now in the liaud** ot h-s 
nrij^stv’s liiij.isters, who would probably acp 
by It like «i par s’.i nur«e, stmemg us meals, 
dislii; hi Its rest, and giving it a sly pim ) 
as <»rkm as <n>ponuuiiy ollered. He uouUJ 
nn>ve tor further leiuru?, though the senst 
of the eouiUry was so clear that it seemed 
siiperiluoiis lo furttier pums to shew 
llic -snetess of Ins nu asure. He had said 
ihai It would he useftd to commence ine sys> 
lem of ihicharges by dismissing those who 
bad been 2l M*ars in Ins inajc-^ty’s service. 
He Was sine these men would h ivebcen mi- 
iiM tiian-jy rcpi.iced hy others induced bv 
tlieir t xainplc lo CJnnl^ for" ,.i(!; such wuuln 
bi' he t ol titlu-^Civs' s ot%discharge al¬ 
so. Mis opnnon, however, had been sur- 
reicJ'r« d to pcrMips wlmse judgment h^* 
rcspec Ud, ami who thoui,hl olherwige. He 
bad given ao pledge, o! course no cngiit;*-. 
meat ua* hrol.cii. Wuh respect lo tlie 
euijnoyment ul our lUKips on foreign ser¬ 
vice, the Uoops belli to Alexandria, liar) 
gwiie m i fioiii h(Mn*‘ hut from the Mediier- 
lai.tan, wluie tliey i.atl been sent by the 
laic m ni-lers. II ♦hoiild, if called iifon, 
be ready •<> a7s’iii' the policy ol tlie expe- 
dit*< n. 'l\f sulhciem-y of iho number ol 
lJd4 p<» sent w as another (juesuon. 'rhert. 
b.ui been every reason lo tly'ik that tlie ex- 
peiiiiion had tieeii undetti^m with the cun- 
cuirenee (»f the natives, ^nder tlnse cir- 
Gumslances, and if it had not been for the 
mii^concepiion that led to ihe disasters that' 
bclel our tr<»ops, they w-iuld have been 
able to maintain themsedves unhurt. With 
rcsjKct to the expedition to South Ame¬ 
rica, It was undcTtakcn nd^ b) theclio.tc 
of the late government—it was uiulcrtakey 
contrary to ord.Ts, by an ofliccr wlio, it 
was to be presuineil, acted not improperly 
in undertaking it, he was again in ^tii- 
^loy, IHear! hear! irom the opposition.] 
J* became necr-ssary to ben’d out aifl as 
aoon as life first account was received. The 
promptitude and sufliciency of that aid he 
was ready to maintain ; fur the delaV in the 
piissage of general Craufurd’s exp^itiou, 
the ii^te government was not culpaw. No 
had ever sailed from Coun¬ 
try bel^ manned and foiiiu)^ No force 
iiftd ev^ enjoyed beilt^r health, or suflered' 
»o ver Jkftle by>casuaities. Ail the letters 
receijpea from the fleet spoke in the highest 
I0rm9 of ^ leqer^l to the ^nt 
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of this wtfs given* as well as lo the naval 
oflicer romiuuudiyg, to wljoip lie whs gUd 
lo have an opportunityof doing tins ju'^ace, 
aS he knew the arts praciised to injure him. 

Mr. ILrbirt expressed mmh regret, that 
at tiie time of the union someiUmg uore 
t iTectual had not been done to assiniilalc 
•iid 111 some measure ideuiify the constitu* 
.ion and services ol the inditias of the two 
ctiuntne«>, if such an assimdatiou in all 
n»s])ects could be efferled be'ween these 
two bodies, the udjantages resulting from 
it to the niililary strength of the empire 
would be incalculable. He had only to 
lish that the noble lord (Casllereagh) bad 
proposed some mt:as»i^rtfftliat purpose, at 
the time when he had it so much in his 
jjower to exert llie influence and vveight of 
Liie situalfon in which the noble lord was 
tlien placed. • * « 

Mr. Shajj Lcfirrt thought the Army-of 
Ueserve act wasuie bi si nnlitHry sysicm ibis 
country had ever s^n. When tlie late 
lUinisiers quitted oflice, there weie 000,000 
eth etive men ready to delend the country, 
and he dehed the present admmistration to 
keep II]) such a mass of nidilary lorce, by 
their new sysirms.—The ijuesiion was then 
put from the chair, and leave wa.s given lo 
bring m the bitki moved lor hv lord Casilc- 
reagh.—'Fhe noble lorckthen broughTup a 
bill “ lor alTt/wmg a certain proportion of 
ihc niilitui ill Great UnSam vuluntai liyto en¬ 
list into his majesty’s regular forces and 
alsu, a bill for the speedily coinpltting the 
mililia ot Great Brita.n, and increasing the 
same, under coi lain UniitaUj^is and re^tric^ 
tioiis;'' whi:h wcrereadplWi^t timt^ 


nOUHb^K l OHDS. 

• V'Aw/atfrt//, Julu 23. 

[IiiTRii Gli-bf. IftiusEs Bill.] On the 
order of the day being moved for the second 
reading of this ’'ill, 

The Kail (»t Hirduickc roselo state hit 
promised ohjeclions lo it, which he pro¬ 
nounced to be perfectly inadequate to lU 
purposes, and indeed wh^Hly useless* The 
Hirgeiit and notorious want of parsonages in 
Ireland, must have been felt by every triend 
to the Protestant estxblssUmeut in thatcoun- 
trv, and be wiA sorry to see nu grountfc 
whatever urged for the i^cessity of t]ie pre^. 
sent measure, by which it didmoi appear 
any sums necessary for carlkiiig into eflect 
: the object of the bill were 1% all^rbvided 
lor, or were certain to be forLbeoming, 

IXrd Hedcsdaft fonteuded, Uiat, bowev^* 
deficient th^bill fxiigfiWje iotwtn; res'bec^'* 
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yet It was absolutely necissary, aod would, 
be trusted, be attended with very essential 
advantages. It made it imperative on tlie 
Irisfi ireasiiry to advance the money, and so 
far the main object of the noble eari*s oh- 
jectioii*« v^as removed. 

I'he Archbishop of Dublin concurred in 
the observations made by the noble and 
learned lord, and contended, that there was 
no comparison between the advantaged and 
disadvantages of the measure. Indeed, lu 
felt it to be of the utmost import;nire, and 
the most urgent rieccl^ity.—The bill was 
then read a second time. 


HOV^lP^^COMMONS. 

Tbursdat/f July 23. 

[East-Tndia Bonds Hill.] Mr. Hob- 
house brought up the repoi I of lift* Easl-In- 


dia Boji.ie bdl.# On the ^question that the 
amendments of the coininiiLee be read a se-1 private company or cuTporation, aulhorizod 


Mr. lV»Smith could notagrec in the posi* 
lion of his hon. trieud, that the public 
should be responsible for the sums to be 
borrowed under this bill, or for any other 
of the East-Jndia company's debM;..und 
unless It should be understood from an ex. 
plicit protest, a resolution of that house, 
that, by sanctioning this measure, it did 
not make the public a gmirantee for tite 
debts to be incurred under it by the India 
conjpa,ny» ho could not consent to the mea¬ 
sure. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer was sur* 
prized that any doubts «ould‘be enterlamed 
upon this subject, after the manner in which 
it had been discussed on a former night. 
Undoubtedly, by jmssing ibis bill, liiat house 
was no more bound to guarantee the debts 
coutracted pursuant Id Us proMsions, than 
it was boundpto guarJnlee the debts of any 

W M 1 


ferring the hon. gent, to the act, in which 
there was an expi^e^ exception of times of 

Lord Folkestone declared it be Bjs ift- 
tentiorf to resist tife further progress of this 
bill, at least.uJRiltbe India accounts should 
be before ihcuou^e, and the ground of bis 
ODpositiSu wA, that by the papers upon the 

f ile, the affairs of the company appeared 
be»in a dilapidated state* 


cond time, 

ftlr. IV/cr Moore entered into a detailed 
statement of the ufl?urs of tli/; Easi-lndia 
company, in order to siicw that its debts 
and embarrassments were the cousequence 
of measures which had been forced upon the 
company, by the government and board of 
coutroul, for die efl'ects of which, the com¬ 
pany ought not to be responsible. It was 
in cumc-qucnce of such measures, that the 
wars whiih had talceii place itf India, had 
embarrassed the company, that the pariici- 
patKiH on the part of the public bad taken 
place but once, and contended, therefore, 
that the public had a right not only to make 
good to the proprietors their stock, to tlu 
amount of 12 lan^j^ins, but also to discharge, 
the whole of the lloa1I^>9l;bls of tbecoin- 
Ifany. ^ 

Mr. Dundas replied, that that was not thi^ 
time for entering into a detailed examina¬ 
tion of the India accounts. It was a most 
extraordinary doctrine to maintain, that the 
expence of wars unde, taken for the defence 
of the company's territories should be de¬ 
frayed by the public. As to what had been 
said respecting ibeparticijmdon on the part 
of the public, he should only answer, by^re-J the want of sufficient pvoofs of tUte validity 

.*« .... .• ,,i _ _ __»_ __ •»_. _II..._ A. 


bv act^of parlmincni to raise monc\ for the 
purposes of Its institution. The money, m 
this instance, was to be raised on the sole 
resptuisibiliiy of llio company, to which 
alone, tind not to the public, the lender was 
to look for the repayment of the sums he 
advanced. 

Mr. Creevr^ should support the opposi- 
tion^of his lu.bV iricuc^lo the further pro¬ 
gress of the measure, unless «he should be 
given to understand that the third reading 
would not be pressed before the end of next 
week,by whicli-^ime he understood the India 
papers would be-^fure the house. 

M r. Grant argued against the supposition 
that the public guaranteed these b^ds, in 
allowing them to be issued. He contended, 
that the exclusive charter of the East*India 
company was the only means of preserving 
India to this country. The cpntingcncies 
on which a parficipalion in the, company's 
profits had been promised to 'the public, 
Ifad been retarded and prevented by a state 
of war. Tiiey had been calculated to ac¬ 
crue upon a prospect of^cace. 

Dr. Daurence argued, that thd fear of the^ 
eveiAuul liability of parliament arose frogs 


of the company’s security, which parliament 
was bound to ascertain, before it should 
give it/sanction to the issue of the Bonds. 
After ^me further explanation, the amend¬ 
ments \ere agreed to. ^ 

Mr. tVki^rcad insisted that twne^*jhou]d 
1^ allowed so make enquiry intozibe sal* 
vency of the company before aft-^ farther 
proceedings on the bill. « 

Mr. Pundas bad no object!^ to adeley 
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of a few days for the production of the 
accounts now ordered ; but be feared, a 
total lipping up of the company’s aflTairs 
was intended.—The bill was then ordered 
to b«n*etid a third tiiift this day se'iinight. 

[Irish IjfstiURECTioK Uill.] On the 
rnutiou fur going into a coinmittee on ibis 
bill, 

Mr. JViiitbfead said, he assented to llie 
bill’s uoinciinto a comniitfee.from the assu* 
ranee he h:id received of the present alarm¬ 
ing state of the country from otheis, besides 
those who now directed Us government, 
ind because ho hu])dtl to find it in a much 
less objectionable sh^pe when it came out 
of thecominittee. To the preamble in par¬ 
ticular, he must object priTinf,/acre, as not 
applicable to the stale of the country now, 
compared with its situation in 179^) when 
the bill origii.ally pas^d. ^ 

Sir J. Nexeport spoke to the same cflcct. 
The preamble was grounded on the circum¬ 
stances existing in Ireland, in 179^, which 
were very opposite to the circumstances of 
the present time. 

Sir A. Wellesiejf did intend to propose an 
alteration of the preamble. 

On the reading of the clause for enacting 


the clause*’ which gave a power to the ma¬ 
gistrates to arrest strangers itt their several 
districts. The amendment proposed was, 
that a power should be given to the lord 
lieutenant, or the magistrates at the quarter 
sessions, to release the party, an e**'ted, on 
giving good security for his appearance^ 
>A here nothing particular appeared to < barge 
liiiii \^ich any act of criminality. It was 
contended, on the part of government, by 
col. Vert'ker and others, that the power 
might be vested in thg lords lieutenants, who 
might be supposed to be possessed of all the 
inlurtuation necessary to know whether the 
party ought to be detained or not; but that 
it ought not to be givefTtirihe magistrates, 
because their party divisions weresogreut 
that some^of them would he glad to rele.ise 
a prisoner, because lie was rommilted by a 
magistrate of tlie* other patty. On the 
•therbaiid, itwas argued by .Mr. Whitbread, 
sir J. Newport, and Air. Alorris, ibul if 
such divisions umongsUthe magistrates did 
exist, the boi/se should be more cautious 
how they gave up the liberty of the subject 
without suHicientgnards^ and that strangers, 
AS they werci deuomiuaied in the bill, could 
only be Irishmen coming from some other 


the capital punishment of persons convict- county, or perliaps from the next parish 
ed of being present, %iding, abetting, and or, it might be, front the next street, or the 
asHisiing, in tlih administratiou of unlawful next door, a^theword siniuger was undefi- 


oaths, sumediscussion took place. Sir J. 
Mewporl, Air. Whitbread, lord H. PeitY> 
and Mr; Grattan, were desirous the clause 
should be so worded as not involve inno¬ 
cent p^ous, accidentally present, m the 
room w>here such unlawful oaths might 
be tendered, but without their knowledge 
or assistance, in a capital punishment: and 
therefore it was proposed to word the 
clause, ** pretoot|aiid knowingly and wilful¬ 
ly aiding,” Sir A. Wellesley, the At- 
torney-Gcneml, Mr* Simeon, the Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer, and Air. Croker, 
were of opinion, that the clause was word¬ 
ed in the ordinary legal language of all ih- 
dlctineuts for similar crimes; and that it 
waViinpossi^leto find'a man capitally gwty 
under it, unless it shimld be proved, ^at, 
beside being present, he was knowingjwand 
wilfully guilty dfaiding, abettiag, and Assist¬ 
ing, and that therefore, the change pV>po- 
sgd would be only an unnecessary tnmsla- 
^Il-known and explicitdaXguage 
of the la^ mto that of commoi'^parlance. 
The clamb was agreed lo in ‘ts original 
form.—A^nongst *the various amendments 
j;^nd iigiwclauses that were proposed, there 
was one sugfested by sir J. Newport, ou 


liable. A division look place, on which 
there was, for sir J. Net^port’s amendment, ‘ 
IS; against it, 27. The clause was then so 
far modified that the magtsiraies should ba 
compelled to transmit to the lord lieulera t 
the story of the stranger, or^tber acniced 
person, along wi^^jj^ftfd^usatioia.—The 
other clauses of the bill were agreed 
without any raatertal«mendment. 

ilOVSE OF* COMMONS. 

Fridai/, Jidy 24. 

[Minutes.] In a committee on the 
expiring laws bill, Air. Rose moMed a r« so- 
lution for'continuing to the 25th of March 
next, the act for siiStieiuii ng c ertain peital- 
ties in the woollen inanuiacture. Lord 
Milton urged the iinporlauce of coming to 
a final adjustment of the difierences exist¬ 
ing between the vaiiou# dosses of persons 
cotiperi^ed in ll^ woollen mannfacture.* 
With a view* ta accelerate^h:s final adjust*, 
ment he moved, as an aniendt^nt, that the. 
(Juration of the Suspension should be 
limited to four weeks aftef the^ cuin- 
mencemeutof the next session of parlia¬ 
ment. AAr. P. MocTre stated, that an ar-^ 
rangetneijit ofdhe difiereacesin the woollen' 

•X 
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nanufactorifs Itad for upwards of five years 
' the ptteution the house by its 

coninritueus. All Uie parties were tired oi 
llisM-utlun, and more desirous than ever to 
come to a final arrangement* Mr. Hu»« 
Lisson said, government was anxious to 
forward by all means in its powtr the final 
ftrraiigement of th(^ ctiO'ei'ences wliicli had 
so long existed. After a few wonlij from 
Mr. Rose, it was uureed that the chdirniaii 
should report pio,^res*s, and ask leave to 
sit again, wiLd a viewi^) consider in the 'in¬ 
terval how the fej'cedv adjustment of the ex¬ 
ist n-rj-iffereme? could be best provided for. 
— Mr, Sheridan presented several petitions 
from the lirewefs, i^.sldlerb, and Piibliean!- 
of Middlesex and Suirey, agaitiSL the 
•base t»f the power-, exer* ised by the magi-* 
trates of those < oiintti sivith lespect to pul- 
liraiukl licences. '1 he peLtions vere or- 
deied to lie till the. table. Mr. Sueridai* 
gave notiee, llmt lie would next veek j*u 1>- 
nnt a meafure for i|)e relief oi the grievun. 
ces complained of by the petoioners. 

[Irish Ixsurkkctiox liii.i..] Sir A, 
Welle'ilev nuoed the committal ot the 
Irish liiburreetum hill. 

S:r Juhn Nrxcimrt proposed an amenrl- 
meut in the clause, enarting, tlmt a seijcani 
or barrister at law should preside at each 
of tile countv niteiings lor trying oftendors 
under the bill. 'I'he house divided : For 
' tbe> amendment, S^;); against it, .53. 

Sir Jo^n Ntu'port stated, that groj-s 
abuses, as he knew from local information, 
had prevailed in the searching of houses, 
asticularly respen to females, whr 
ad in oomecas^S'^ggnindecently outraged 
wished, therefore, tor an aniendiiient 
in the clause respr()iiiig tiie searching o 
Louses after sun-set. 'llie amendment 
which he would propdse was, That the md* 
gistrate should make out u list of profit t 
persons to be employed for this purpose, 
for the af^robalion ot the quarter sessions, 
and that be should be responsible for the 
gooid bebavio^r^of such persons in the dis¬ 
charge of their^duty. If tiiis could not be 
adopted, and lie foresaw no objection toil 
from tbr chance that persons so approved 
of not bo (present at the time they 

be watired, he woffild then profuse 
{l»e magistrate should be bound in a 
4j|^nalty of ipO/. to send in the names of 
' -the personsXniplnyed to the quarter ee^ 

'' aions |vithi|^48 hours after they bhould 
^ have been engaged in such search, that he 
^tnight, in this way, bedbme m some rSspect 
res^iomabk* A ttaong cbebkfWaa ateenary 
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on such H power as this, and unless this 
ainendineiit. or soitietlnng equivalent to 
It, wHb adopted, he would <)pp<<s.e the clau:*e 
altogether, and divide the hnu^eoii it. ^ 

Sir n ilUsUif acd the C/if/atf 
Excftrqttcr hud im ohjrctitni to 'ht- print-rpie 
of the latter •unieiKtnit'ut, but wi^tied it 
>houlci be dehived till tiie repori'bf the l ill, 
ihxt tliev miglil have tMie b‘^’i>n&bler wlie- 
tiuu It could he adopted in c^iusiaU ncy with 
oLher neccs^drv objet Is. 

Mr. Oaktr proposed an amcirbnent to 
the clause, Miiaiututing ins cad cd' liie 
words, “ aiid ill car,** of refusal to entt-r by 
itirci',’' lilt’ follovMiig^words, ** ami in case 
adsni’Uiiue dludl be refmted leu luuiules 
a t('r being demanded, llicu mu li luau; 
!.-dtes and their ollice *', is.v, sliall 

be.ailo\(ed to break into ^^aid uwcliiug by 
fnne.” ' ^ 

Colonol IV/rIrr di«ajiprovpdofthe v.ords, 
** lei. nunutV' \ * la* such anu-iid- 

ineiits would go to liilUT away the bill al- 
iher. 

bir S. RomVIp wa''U5tt)inshrd, that in the 
case of so M-rious a nature as forcible entiy 
i.iio the liLMiso of the king’s sulqc cJs, npro- 
viSKui to give that snbjcci a reasonable lime 
to provide againsi tlml forcible entry by \o» 
luutarily admitting 'he oiliccr, biiuuld be 
U'rnied by unv g<miicnian lit that house an 
attempt to Intlci a-.vuy the bUi, It was a 
clause not so muc.b ol rclaxaiiou us of com¬ 
mon justice. 

Colonel yerrher exnlained, and said that 
there was another objection to such precise 
mention of the time, that unless there was 
rn>H>niigbt, or that the bailid's hud lights and 
matches, it could not be asi ettiiiued. 

Colonel Barry said, that another objac- 
liun uas, that the majority of such oiliiers 
wen* not individually worili a wal^b. 

Dr. Laurence ridiculed such objectioiis« 
and contended tiiat the ** ten iiiiuutes*' 
,hfudd be distinctly specifierl. 

LhanccUor of tit: Exchniucr bad no 
'dneciion to the amendment, provided the 
wajfi> “ 11 re'asoiiable time” were put for die 
worths “ ten niiuutesV* for if ah entire vil¬ 
lage Alls to be searched, ten minutes wait- 
mg a| the door*of every house m that vil- 
lagciwould bean unconscionable length of 
tiine\; he proposed, therefore, the substitu¬ 
tion bt the words “ a reasonable 

Mr. C^un'cr acquiesced in th<^su)*^titutiou 
proposed By the, right hon. gentkiSian,* 

Mr. IVkithread and siV J. Jftfcor/ com¬ 
mented forcibly on the^ vaguenw^pf ibe? 
tehus suggiesttfi' by the chaocellor ot Um 
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exchequer, and expressed their surprise that 
the boil. gent, with whom the an^endment 
had originated, could be so readify induced 
to give up the principal point in it. 

Mr»Laiffg instanced the definite time 
limited in the riot act, and thought 
tb^orcseirt case a«i more deeply involving 
the ri^ht^ot the subject, timn the dispersion 
■of a lawless mob by force of arms; be 
thought the^on« gent. ^Mr. Croker) had 
been indeed hasty in giving way to certain 
authorities. 

Mr. Croker said, in justification of him- 
' \8e1f, that be was bqt a young member of 
parliament, and that it was natural for him 
to bow to authority; besides, he thought 
that the right hou, baronet over the way 
approved of the words ** a reasonable time,*' 
[here sir J. Newport expressly signified his 
dtsspiit]; however, he was himself inclined 
to think the final utirds ten minutes," 
better tbau those last proposed, though he 
should not wish to divide the committee 
upon them. 

Mr. Grattan «aid that the committee were 
about to invest an extraordinary power 
somewhere. It ought therefore to be done 
with caution : but who were the persons to 
be invested with the power ? perhaps some 

i awless miscreant, so^iie vagabond, orper- 
laps the discretion ^f their ** reasonable 
time’* was to be lodged in the bosom of any 
convenient bienial, sonic postilion, coach¬ 
man, hostler, or ploughboy, who under the 
aanction of the law was to judge when it 
would be a reasonable tinut for him to rush 
into the apartment of a female, while she 
was hastily throwing on her clothes, to open 
the door to this miitiught visitor ; this would 
giy a wound that would be felt long; it 
would throw agenerul odium about the bill. 
If the character of tnu hill w^iuld he saved, 
,any thing admiutng the possibility of such 
^buse sbou]d be sacrificed to it. < 

Mr. J» C. Berc<f<jrd said, that a stranger 
who had heard the last twenty minutes con¬ 
versation, would he apt to suppose that the 
frish magistrates had a general propensity 
to*k)reak open doors^and burst into laics' 
bed-chambers. He vindicated thc^Jrish 
^magistracy, and said, that he did notfspeak 
there as a part)(;man, but as an Irislinan. 
Mr, A^rcngfbie was convinced.jfrom 
fame within his own knowlei^e, of 
of great caution i^the case 
the committee. thought it 
beSia to l^ave the time ascertained 


the ne( 
how be 
much 


by luvi^ 


^^’^trSolkiiQr^’&eneral thought that the 
^ VoL. IX.^ 


committee was arguing wide of the case in 
point, 'Hie question was not snout the 
principle of forcible entry, that wa^i^reed 
to; the right of tbe domiciliary visit wu 
admitted on all sides, and the questioa 
simply was, whether ** a reasonable time** 
were words better fitted for the purpose bad 
in view than the words ** ten minutes?’* be 
for his part thought they were, and put dif¬ 
ferent cases, each of which he thought bore 
him out in bis opinion; some of ibobe cases 
might not be thought very probable; but, 
surely, any of them were more probable 
than that put by tbe right hou.gent, (Mr* 
Grattan), of the lady or the female ju her 
bed-chamber. He be confessed, 

fed so nicely on the subject as that right 
hon. gentleman. 

Mr. Gsarraasaid, that tbe learned gent, 
had told tiie committee v^at it ought to 
argue upon, and what it ought not to 
^rguc upon. It was good in that learned 
gent, to give tbe committee tbe aid of his 
instrucuon but is the gentleman, said 
Mr. Grattan, quite sure of being himself 
altogether right? In the first place, all the 
other questions are not wholly gone by; for 
I may agree to the clause or its modifica¬ 
tion, or reject both, and afterwards agree 
to or dissent from tbe principle of the bil) 
itself. Again, has the learned gent.J^eea 
right in hisataiement ofthe question? He 
has argued on the propriety of vesting, 
the magistrate with the discretion of 
judging of the ** reasonable time;*' buf: 
this IS not the question. It is, whethey 
you vest any commissioned ruffian wi^ 
that discretion? Here, the leufne.^ 

gent, mistated to argife up^; 

and then did he e\eu argue fainy on tink 
iiiistatemeut?—Vor he takes that ap 
impossible which I myself have know^ 
to have taken place. He says, such ruffians 
as I describe could never have beeu otfi- 
cially employed, and have made their of* 
fice the pretence of wanton ou;fage: butl 
have known such ruffians to have been em¬ 
ployed, and 8(i(;h outr age have been 
committed—[Hear! bear !]<—that delicacy 
of the other sex has been grossly obtrude^ 
on andVantonly insulted'^thiswasno light 
matter—there more !o that KiitimepC 

thtfn a* joke could do away—tbe honoqr oP 
a fetfiale in*any class-^it was wf^ng.to 
make it the subject of parliamentary Joct^ 
Parity. V 

Dr. Laurence and sir S. ni8ffitMv*folIo«f- 
ed 99 the same stdf, both gcu.tl^tneu k < 
dug, thA their right hbii. irieud (Mf% 

3 N . • ' ' • • ' 



JlSj PARL. DEBATES, 24, 1807.— Inturrect^n Bi7/. 


Grattan) had ^ut the question id its true 
light, it was Aot iuvesiiag the magistrate, 
but hls'ipenial bailiff|, with a dangerous 
discretion.—Mr. Luiug having proposed 
the amendment ip its original form, Mr. 
Crokersaid, that as he had not withdrawn 
bis ameodmcnt, he should not give it up. 
^Tbe committee then divided, 

For the “ ten minutes,".JO 


For '* a reasonable^ time,’*.71 

Majority . • . . ..41 * 


On the lolluwingrlaiise, **Provided alwavs, 
j|nd be it further enacted, that when a ver¬ 
dict shdU be given for the plaiutifl'in any 
4 |cUon to be brougdi' agaipsl nnv justice oi 
ihe peace, peace-officer, or other person, 
for taking or imprisoning, or detaining any 
person, or for seizing arms, or I'uieriug 
bousese under dolour of any authority given 
by this act, and it shall appear to thr judgo- 
pr judges before whom the same shall bt 
tried, that there wijs a probable cause »or 
doing the act complained of iii*buch action, 
and the judge or court shall certify the 
aame on record, then and in that case tht* 
plaintiff shall not be entitled to more than 
6d- dam ages, nor to any costs of suit,’* 

Air Brand moved that the whole clause 
be omitted, as grossly unjust and uiicun- 
8tit(f\]onal. r ^ 

The Chancellor of ihe Exchequer odmitte<i 
that the clause was'MOt one winch he could 
have wished to see introduced : but, when 
the necessity of the case was considered; 
when it was recollected that the stale of 
Ireland required that very irksome an<l 
disagreeable dlAl:^« should be lafposecl on 
thf magistrates, wlncimfiey w'ould be un¬ 
willing to perform, ^d winch, in fact, it 
would be dangerous fof them to perform | 
^itb the zeal and liddlity required, unless 
they were protected from the eifiects of 
unintentional errors into which, fro^ ap¬ 
pearances, they might be led; when, in 
short, it was considered that the very ju¬ 
rors in such ^tions of damages might be 
persons againsf^hom it *had been neces¬ 
sary for them to exercise the enactments 
this act, bud whose minds might, xin 
tbat account, be diiflained against them; 
•when alV these things v^re coiisid^rec^ it 
-'was the opinion of those best acquainted 
witb*tbe state of Ireland, that the act must 
'be imperfe^y executed, unless the ma; 
gistrat|8 wffe secured by a clause lil^e the 
jpTosent. 

Sir Jrthur Pigoti sMd, he wawdecidedly 
'pf opinion, that tbf provision upw objected 


to, would \}e a disgrace to the statute, 
book. Were they, by this most extraor¬ 
dinary bill, to give extraordinary powers to 
magu-trutes, and then, after they had ex¬ 
ceeded even the pox^rs given thdifi, ‘o 
protect them from the verdict of a jury ? if 
ihe right hon. geni. was afraid that per¬ 
sons aggrieved might obtain h verdict while 
the country was in a state of iiPiiation, why 
limit the time for seeking redress to silt 
monihs? If, again,he was afraid of the in¬ 
flammable slatei^f the ju.ors* minds, and 
that they might even have been parties in / 
the supposed transgn-^sion, the remedy' 
was plum and easy—change the venue 
to a more distant county, where no dissa- 
tibldclioti or irritatuni of feelings had pre¬ 
vailed. It bud been said, that u similar act 
tiad been intended to hv proposed by the 
Idle ministry. He w^ulU only say for one, 
that he hud nevet been consulted, nor had 
iicaid ui such un i. n ntion, nor had he 
evt?r seen the pre'^ent bill till yesterday. 

If the state ot Ireland was such as- the 
light bon. gent. repr*'sentrd, and that a 
jury could not be bad there whose minds 
were r.ot m an innuuiinuiory state, why not 
take Huay the trial l^^jairv enlircd), at least 
suspend It, till the Ipcdiiigs of the ]>cople 
werj re'lored to a grifaler degree ol calm¬ 
ness and corn;.H->surc ? U was a mockery to 
continue iJie frill bv jtirv, and yet to de-r 
prive du injured person of the eilect of a 
verdict alter it had been gi\en in his fa¬ 
vour, It was said, tlial the judges of Ire? 
iuud were fair, iinpurt.ai, and upi'ight. He 
should’be sorry to'doubt it. He believed, 
that they, in common 4kith the Judges in 
this pan of the kingdom, with whom he 
was mor^ intimately hcquanited, possessed 
every hoiiomable and upright feeling and 
quality. Hut this was u power nut to be 
/mtrc.sted to any mnii. It was such a power 
as the Idw had refused to any judge, or any 
set of judges wliatever. 

•The j4itunieq*Gentrttl coqlenijed, that 
th^ enactment now objected to was not s;} 
noccl as the hon. and learned |)aronel bad 
suppi>sed. Me confessed that plaintiffs iu 
the Huualion alluded to were to be deprived 
of ttu benefit of the common law; bqt 
was Bot this already the eft*in all revenue 
ques^ns > Where an offiw of the revenue 
was sued, nothing but the djD^-fl^iflagtT 
sustainecToy the injured party^awwarded 
against him. Where it was q qf^^stiou of 
intention in revenue casc^, and ntt^nteatloq 
could be shewn,, the pluhiliff couR'.not r^* 
cover; and it had been detovuiiaed,'iinh« 
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case of Sutton a^r]^ Johnston, that t)]e 
tjuestion of “ probable cause" >ffas a ques¬ 
tion for the judge. 'I'here the defendant 


im 


would have an acquittal, and of course hib 
co ^a fr om the plain^ifl'; here the pUintitf 
w to have a noitunal verdict, even al- 
tho^fh th'e judge was of qpinioii that the 
probable cause was with the defendant. 
The duties •which magistrates would have 
to perform in the present state of Ireland, 
were of a most invidious nature, and he 
thought that this was not too great an in¬ 
demnity to allow them in Uievliatfharge of 
such duties. • 

Mr. liot/U (solicitor-general for Scot¬ 
land) contended thrfc the hon. and Jearucd 
gem. (sir A. Pigott) had gone too'far in 
treating the proposed rebolution as so groat 
a noNelty,aad as 60 grievous an Infringen^cnt 
of the law and cqa^tutiuii uf^his country. 
If the hon. and InffiMl||||^^had consulted 
the statute book, be woul^Rve foui^d that 
Btniilar resolutions as to Ireland had been 
passed repeatedly befo^ this time, nay. 
tliut at this moment* siAi formed a part 
of the law of the lan^. If the hon. aiid^ 
learned gent, had found the ^nac^ment 
ill question so ver^ obnOxio^,' why did 
he not come forward in his ollicial si¬ 




tuation, when Hb ‘nuomey-grtierat, 
and move tli.^t it be expud^d froiu«^he 
statute book? lie hud no doubt that 
the hon. aiirl learned person, when in office, 
agreed wuli his friends in the aiinislry in 
thinking the clause in "'disputti essential 
to the well-being of Ixekmd He.. (Mr. 
Iloyle) recollected being in the house on 
the evening when thb, present bill was in¬ 
troduced, and. remenjbe/ed perfectly-welti 
that gentlemen on every side agreed 
in the necessity of the measure, e.^cept ytfnr 
lion, gent., whom he now saw in his pUfeVtli 
([Mr. Sheridan,) who declared, h^jjjip no 
doubt must conscieutioq^y, his rei^Ititioif 
to oppose the bill in every btage. 

Mr. that he bad ^ot 

heard a Ifgaf or coDStitutioiHiVsentiinent ut- 
fejpd on the subject, except whaft ^d fi 
from his bon. friend behind him, A. 
Pigott). He had, indeed, Imard 
thing like an attempt at ajegal d? 
the measure, by shewing that such pr 
also prevailed in revenue quesdous. 


only attempt at aVtadicalioD of the present 
measure ? The necessity of the revenue lawa 
we must all be aware of, a 'great /evenue 
could not otherwise be expected to levied; 
but of the necessity of the present provision, 
he confessed he wasby no means convinced* 
An hon, gent. (Mr. Boyle) had, however, 
treated tbe provlsiou as part of the existing 
laws of this country, and had asked, why, ^ 
It &o1>bnoxious to his learned friend (sir A* l 
Pigott), he had not mtived to have it expuiH^ 
ged from the statute book ? A provtsipa^' 
to the same effect Wh (Mr* Whitbread) ad* 
mitled, did make part of a statute of the 
parhament of Ireland, which would expire 
on the 1st of Augu8^.*4^would have been 
too much however,, he .susj[>ected, for hia 
learned friend to have come forward here, 
and movetto have that enactment expna-; 
ged. At ajl evqnts, an enactment or tha^ 
Irish parliament could not act as a prece# 
dent for that bouse, or afford any such 
giiment for now adopting it, as if they, had 
been re*enaoting a former legislative mea¬ 
sure of their dwn. There might be u geiie* 
Yal conyiction of the necessity of the present 
act, and yet the clogging it with one clause 
similar to that now objected to, might reader 
it so unpalatable that many genilemeu who, 
like himself, weye not otherwise unfriendly 
to the measure, might rather wish to sea Ire¬ 
land take As chance than thus relinquish 
on^f its deares^and post, valuable rights*. 

It was hardly possibllh ^tllhat in the exe¬ 
cution of such an act as preseuti inno« 
cent persons should suffer wfmng. Their ' 
country, however, wodM still be naturally 
dear to them, and they clieer theiii* 

selves with the hope'*Ct)at they liad si|Ua 
remedy left ; that' they had still a juryra 
rotect them, and to ‘redress Aie wrongs 
ey ISad su staiqp d, •. Tf tb^ clause now ob- 
jectad to, hV^l^r, should pass, they could 
have no such consolation.* They might ap« 
peal'tir.a’jury^ a jury, migllt give them re* 
dress ;tbui they 4 iSighttlien the judge 
interpose, aucPtlepitM, them oftbat recoin^ 
Dce thei^wrongs t^«%Qicii they were 
Jlstly eut'itleJf^He would ask, jeould a raaa 


> me¬ 


in this situation have the saw^ feelings to* 
ejg^wards his country as if^np such clause.had ' 
found its way iu|p the present biU ? ^ 

But ffewport related tivu Cases in 

bat render the power more agree, .which the precipitancy df the magistrates 
able to^A fir to tkecqiistituliopr W^s ii hadbeen theru nof two wortlny individualsj 
nobknow and aoktmwiedged, that our re- *the one, that of a'liierchaut w|o was taken 
venue lawwvere infractions of our constitu- upon siupicion 1 ()0,000/. bail af offered 
tional lil^rlies, apd w^e only Uderated as fo» ItM ayipearaDce^iat the necessary. Ume ; 
neceyity, whiA^udeyef, was 4he this was refused*; the mmi’e 

WVM. * 
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[seb 


rdHieid for wiiiit of his Mm tirwtfce to con-1 fained that the decisioM would be strengthf 
duct it, and be became va bankrupt. Helened, the interest of individuals would be 
sdterwfft-ds went out to America; he carried I better secured, by the opinion of the Judge 
with him the disease of the mind which had I Snd Jury being both made public. He 
thus been occasioned, beraihe melancholy, I contended that the ciMes to which 
-his senSes were deranged, and he made an I men alluded appeared to be wbat th^.^W 
attempt upon his life. Another person was I termed damnum sine injnrii; and priyite in- 
apprehended in the county of Tipperary, I terest must give way to public goSS.^ 
bet^use he was guilty of having a pipce of I Mr. Windham said, that if t!ie magistrate 

French manuscript In his pocket, and by I w'ks supposed to be innocent, that is, with 
drder'of the sheriff he was flogged, because {respect tothe^uoaaimo with which he acted, 
the sheriff in his extreme loyal zeal coudu-1 and yet it was seen that an individual suf- 
ded that the manuscript must be seditious, ifered materially, govemmept or the coun- ' 
or it would not have been written in French, I try ebould reimburse tiie sufferer* 
ttlanguBge which be did not understand. He I Mr. Morris said, tliat if the verdict of « 
therefore intre’al^^^ntlemcn to lookaljury was supposed to be erroneous, the 
little at the other side ; *o feel a little for [constitution had provided a legal mode of 
the injured individual as well ^^,for the er-l redress to the party who supposed himself 
magistrates. I aggrieved, as he might move lor a new trial, 

' ilir^'Windh^ always considered the prin* I then for a se.'ond, to a third; and, 

ciple of the revenue laws a very deplorablr, I if three Juriw^i^ ffie county were agreed as 
departure from the general principles of|tolht'samecbiefpoiut,howevprhigbTyhere-* 
ISfriiiah 'legtslat)OD,^d could not readily be Upccied thecburacterandgeneralconduct of 
Induced to think that we ought to adopt I the judges in Inland and in Ireland, he 
wbat must be in some instances an unjust | must say, that he should think the verdict 
exception, instead of what was an acknow-jof three distinct juries inflnitely preferable 
Jedged, just, and liberal established rule. I to that of any individual who might oppose 
The case of Sutton and Johnston was a I their decision, however highly venerable 
singular exception not extremely worthy of that individual mig^t be seen in other rC'* 
imitatidn. • Ispccts.—^Tlss commi^ee then divided upon 

Colonel Ytreher wos afraid this excellent I this clause, and the numbers were: For the 
bill was in danger of being frittered an-^y. I original clause, 75 ; fur the < amendment. 
The Sufierfor-C^rtf/* said, that if tins 128; Majority 47* 
clause was omitted,ml the preceding clauses I Upon the period of ** two years, and to 
imght be canceled also. t the end of the next ensuing session of par- 

General Lo/iTur.spoke, from his own ex-1 liament,*’ being proposed for the duration 
]!iierience, iti s^bort of the clause. of the act, 

"Lorri H. every! SirJa^wAVirporf rose aud deprecated such* 

^,p'.^octple of justice we were bound to wd- a period, as it implied the conteniplaiionof 
^Minister relief to t^he injured individual, a necessity which might cease long before 
even tlidugb U should'not be done at Vl^ parliament was in the habit of annually 
expence of the mi 


. lagiktram^ 

^rd‘Jlfi//o>f reprobated merely tile in-,. 


justice of the measure: us a niatter of policy 
e^eii, it was to He considered, tl^i such a 
measure'Nwould nptufally irritate men's 
niinda—whg|i. they* fpli that they' had 
, suffered rinroA^, whdn Ijm^ appekled 
dotirtofjd^ice, and ajufy awarded'them 
Sonit* coth^sation in damages, and yet it 
' Was not Hi prfwer of the jury to extend^ 
c ,to the ill ividual that justice*to wl^fch^they 
knew'he was entitled^ tVhen he saw the' 
rerdici of the jury superseded by‘the deci- 
■ amn'of th^judge,^ was that a way to r^~ 
cduCiJd th^^'lingS of.Irishmen ? was ^bat 
w^’ay to^idd Ire^b'd' by friendly attich- 
Bi^ht to this country f' . . 

'^•^thih'Ciiatichadri'^ thi main- 


considering the Mutiny bill, and the reasons 
l-whidh induced that bubit pleaded with still 
stronger force fm* the annual consideration 
of a measure of this nature, which would go 
tl> put Ireland out of the pale,of the consli.. 
nation. Whut, he would ask, would geo- 
len say,* if it were proposed for such, or 
ed for any period, to put England in * 
a situation? 

lonel Fereker was an advocate for the 
3; as was 

neral PhippSp who stated, t hat if Eri g- 
land W 0 >*e in -such a sUte. as thaWUWiBflgiT 
or lifkel^to be so, htt believed t^warded 
glish gentleman would be fodirMi^fitm of 
•the adoption of a measure mintentioi^ 
present. '■ 

^'Mr. Wihdhim thought that thor^iflg 
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t^e duration of the bill would b|B a tori of 
pMge to the Insh people of the reluctance 
with which parliametic imposed such an act 
upon them, while its preaeflt extended do- 
ratioik'^ould directly indicate an ludif- 
t2fba.ce upon the subject. For, although 
the hi^ssity tor the bill might now be ful¬ 
ly evidedf^ still no man could presume that 
the period objected to might not long sur¬ 
vive that necessity. 

The CAa/ttellor 9f the Excheqmer was de¬ 
cidedly of opiniuu tliac the c lause ought to 
pass m its pre8f*nt stage» because there was 
no probability that the necessity which cal¬ 
led ior the bill would so soon cease; and also 
because it was desirable to prevent tlie agi¬ 
tation ot a question of this nature so often 
as the right hon. baronet professed to wish 
lest such agitation might tend to aggravate 
the evil which the bil^was meiftil to cure. 

Mr. Grattan deprecated the continuance 
of tbe bill for so I >ng a term as that propo- 
ard by the clause now ii^discussion, and 
earnestly mtreated tbe hoOle to comply 
with tbe suggestion of his right bon. friend 
(sir J* Newport). Tbe right hon. tbe 
chancellor of the exchequer, he said, had 
argued, that this bill would cease to operate 
as soon as the occasion for it should cdase, 
and that it could be «o grievance wheae it 
was not in opet ation. He (Mr. G ) denied 
the fact. iVould the house, without any 
proofs at Its bar, or appointing any com¬ 
mittee to enquire into the situation of Ire¬ 
land, and report on the necessity of the 
case, proceed to pass a Hill, abrogating in 
Ireland tor three years, the rights of the 
constitution, merely because, at present, 
there was a manifest disposition in some 
places which called for vigilance and the 
strong hand of coercion ? Was it no grie¬ 
vance to declare tbe power <ff the crown ab¬ 
solute and to authorize government tq 
proclaim the whole or any part of the peo¬ 
ple ot Ireland out of the king's peax.e, and 
liable to qnlitaiy* execution or arbitmry 
•transportation } But, supposing su(^ 


p6wrer vested ihthe bands of the most wise 
and humane chief governor that ever, exist¬ 
ed , was 11 no grievance for a freepeop) jk to feel 
themselves placed m suoh a predicament 
'for 3 whole years, without any examination 
iuto the necessity of such a measure ? 

people of EnghirdOlhink u no 
^ ill ^bat parliament sbtluM declare 
nobknom^f the crown absolnftj for S years, 

r tfad most mild, humane, and 
'pnt monarch that ever existed f He 
saidj turn fie >v(m)d vote for ti^s \nl\p 


venue 

tional 


lai 


becMSQ her w«mi mkry to my there oidtted 
some necewuy for^t. He knpw it was esf 
ttwfflely anpopular in Irelead, from the 
hundreds of letters he himself had racMvad 
upon the sul^ect^ but stiU, under the eod^ 
tence of some necessity, he was ready go 
vote for the bdl),and to take hia own fiilt 
share of the odium and unpopulaftty 
tacbedto it. This was atime in which evni^ 
man should be prepared to sacrifice, not 
only 8i>me portion of tib liberty, bot ^ hhi 
popularity also, for tbe safety of liia oouotrye- 
he was ready to sacrAlre both, for ihe^iood 
of the state, because be would mther givw 
up his situation as a tepresentstive of fab 
uuuntiy, than sacriti|^ public secnrily Ot 
the shrine of pousnn^* He was assured 
by his right hon. utend near htBi(Mr. Elliot, 
the late d^reury for Ireland), that th wre 
were in various parts of Ireland, aecr^t doo* 
kMrnal meetings of a dark and dangerous 
nature. This called for the biU, and there* 
fore be would vote tor^it, even without thto 
modification of tbe clause required by tlia 
right h<m. baronet. But he most earnestly 
mtreated ol the house, and of tbe rigbt 
hon. gentleman opposite to him, uot to 
push this bill to an extent so unnecessary, 
which even the Irish parliament, at a period^ 
and in a state oC tliiugs much moie gene* 
rally alarming, only pa^d for one year, 
dftq^ards.tor two, and lastly, in the hour 
of Its death, just before the niiion, perpetu¬ 
ated for seven years. The feeling he wish* 
ed the house to impfess by this bill upon 
the people of Ireland was, that itwasamea* 
sure of necessity, which would cease yrith 
tbecau9e,and subside ^ththedispQMtion it 
was intended to coVrect; but be 8endb||y 
apprehended, that it^enactment for 3 yma 
would tend to aggrevate the mischiefs it was 
intended to correct; because, by evmdtig 
to tbe people of Ireland an indifference to* 
wards extendingto them British privileges, 
a question might arise in their minds, whe¬ 
ther to prtfer the military govirameiU WC 
Franed, or the suspended constitution of En¬ 
gland J The question io*lri3and now faekl 
siotlimglo do with religious conflict, or re- 
pubhean pi inciple, but wassnf^ly this, wbe* 
tlier Ireland should CQSiptnie a portion ef^ 
^ British empfte; or become uot a por# 
tion atFraucw*—but BBsol utely qothmg: for; 
annihifetiou would be heffate under Fren^- 
conquest. He ^new very well, Fratxto^ 
would have her spies in Ireland tojcreatesi 
French party, and to endeavour to foment, 

I d Ffencfa cenuection, first by co 
but With a-qfrtatn vfev to mere.iuKus luv 
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tmw ibU countfy and^tbe Uoi(ed States 
«f Ai^aric&i He should r^oice to hear 
"tbU the report was untrue; and if that was 
Ibe case, he was sure the noble lord on the 
^posite side (lord Hawkesbury) would be 
glad to have this opportunity aiToided him 
gCcontradicUng it; but if so great a calami- 
Ig bad really men place, he trusted that 
^ mjesty's ministers would lose no time 
aalayii^ before pajluunent the grounds of 
9ba dupute between the two countries. In- 
4^* be trusted that parliament would in 
l^ts case insist upon having full information, 
gpd that so unfortunate an ei^ent had oot 
oocurrad without ministers having done 
every thing in theiwpower to avoid it. 

liOfd Hart/cesbuty saiu«-yhat the only an- 
gpier he could give was, he had no au- 
thonty to make any commuHica^ion atpre- 
aimc o*i the subject to vwhtch the noble lord 
ImwI alluded* That noble lord, howevc;^ 
did biea no more than justice when he sup¬ 
posed that every thing had been done on 
Ibe part of bis majesty’s mmisteis to avoid 
fa ufifortuoate a result as hostilities between 
ebis country arid the United States of Ame- 
yice. Mo ODB could lament that event 
more than be would, if it should take place; 
hut ig that case he should ceitainly feel it 
Ins doty tp lay before parliament, at as ear-p 
period as pess^^, every informalion 
which wowd be my^s^arv forth*»m tqjorm 
on optmoj^wtrthe'A hjcct. Tneir lorBships, 
ISMseebr, fte wu ^ure, must be sensible of 
Ite ooproprioty oTanj commu- 

fucotioo. And therefore would ndt expect 
•or from bun at this moment. 

Bol/amd m explanation observed, 
it was not his wish to urge his majesty’s 
jbiioeiteri to any ature communication 

lie wgs ouly anxious to take the first Qp- 
portumty of expressHig his sense of the ca 
lamity which was said to have occurred, 
and h|s hope that parhumeut would not se¬ 
parate wjtbout receiving foil uiformation 
tespectuig its cause* 

rBovse Oft cpdMoys. ( 

July 27,1^07, 

[LoNDo^PoitT IwFaov f1UL^T Bill.] 
On the readftngvol the order of the day, for 
the tbu'd reading o/ Uu^Loudon Port ^in- 
pro^(pnentbill,,wrob wasiec theacfvancing 
30,06df. to the Weet-fridia dock company, 
Mr. Smsii rpse end eaid, that be had 
the H79tructi9n of a very numerous class of 
.traders in Wesc-Ipdia produce, to oppose 
r she biH; of of which* toi^ 

preseotetA^ be*wah wholly unaware, ud- 


Itl informed by mere accident, nor xould 
he have obtained a printed copy of the brll 
but through the kindness of an hon. triend 
near him, in order to be fully apprised ot lU 
object. The persops who instructed bun 
to oppose the bill, and the list ut 00 of 
whom be had in his pocket, wouhl have 
come foiward with a petition aguiiist it, 
but for the very advanced,peiiod oi the 
session. Ttiey complained ot very oppies** 
sive grievances and unpeduneots to thtir 
tiade, caused by the conduct ol tlie dock 
company, and they desired only to register 
their protest against .granting to the com* 
pany, by this bill, the sum pioposcd, and 
thereby further conhyming tbcir monopoly, 
until they should redit^s the gnevaucts 
complained ut, and which the parties ag* 
grieved were ready to state by petition. 

Mr. Ali^rman Sbatv* as a member of 
the dock companydeclared that, la t* e 
course ot his expert mce amongst them, he 
never witnessed^ht slightest dispnsuion on 
the parr of t^s company* or their servants 
to mcoDvc’venre, much less to oppn ss or 
injure, any man, on the contrary it was 
their earnest wish, us well as their interest, 
to give facility and accomoiodatiou to every 
trader resorting to those docks, to the ui* 
inpst of their powe;*, and be was convin¬ 
ced they would, at any Bme, be ready, 
with the utmost cheei fulness and alacrity, 
o remove, upon repiesentation, every 
cause of complaint to the utmost of their 
power. Besides, he begged leave to ob¬ 
serve that the 30,000/ granted by tins bill, 
not foi the piivate advantage of the 
company, but for public purposes; name¬ 
ly, for building a party-wall between the 
outward bound, and the homeward dock, 
and thereby the better to prevent depreda¬ 
tions on the stiip owners, and frauds on the 
revenue; to build offices for the accommo¬ 
dation of bis majesty’s offi< eis oi the cus¬ 
toms there, and to erect banacks for the 
convenience of tbe tj'oops it was found 
necessary to employ, in order topievent 
dcpredaiionv He therefore hoped 
bouse, feeling the necessity «f those ar- 
rangej^eots for the completion of tbe West- 
India docks, would not, without some ob¬ 
vious grounds, reject the bill. 

Mr. Alderman Combe allowed that there 
were manycomplaintsmadeof disappoint¬ 
ment ankl impediment, such as alluded to 
by fos hoo. friend who opposed tbobifl, 
hut they were such ps he hac^o doubt the 
company would be regdy to remove 
fAr repreaeutation. ^ 









Mn tupported tba bill* dfifend^ 
ctehict of the oofnpitty« snKlaiiiecited 
XtUt hob. gffit. who oroD^t forward 
the ofcjection had not himaelf more fre- 
^neutly visUed the docks, Ond yfitnesaett 
the jilacrity and IdispAtch there evinced for 
public HCcpmodatioDi and that be had 
heird tl»c btory only from jfrcjudiced per¬ 
sons, whose complaints arose from their 
own irrrgulift'ity, rather than from any 
fault of thQ copipmy. if carls were crow¬ 
ded there Stf Mth numbers as rendered it 
impossible for tbaea to be loaded witlnn 
tliti boui a d/itly. appropriated to business, 
it was unddt^tedly* expensive and vexa¬ 
tious; but how uere tl>e company to blame? 

were many^ ne behe\ed, who did 
not like to 'send so far for the produce, and 
were averse to the docks on that account; 
and others who disliked them on accoimiof 
the deail) blow tliew had gK%u, to smug¬ 
gling, and to plund\ upon the property 





liirthest* Jgje wished h khoiTi then, wbhtt 
this oomnmfiicatltJi would he made to the 
hodee. It was nci'hi^ intentkm, 
to pien for the comeaumcatiut], mlew* 1 l 
could be made wi^ut‘i|KfonTe»ience"lp 
the public sefriee; but it^dras natur)k^i» 
the pre^nt sutd of the seMioot 
should feel oOfnideraBle anxiety 
the treaties laid before the {muse Eat* 
ditioit^Iy as possible.—’Hehad also ano&e^f 
question to ask the rubt boO* gent., Wt* 
cernmg the very alanmttg event) of trUA ^ 
intelligence bad bee# received, resper^^ 
the capture of an American frigate by « 
British vessel. This event was felt by faic^ 
and would be felt by every sober, and re* 
Meeting person in to be in the 

highest degreea)irmtng. What be wished 
to ask wa^gdi^er euyj^mmdnicatton IjU 
been rer eived by bis mf^jditj *8 govemmettlliC,, 
the Lircumstances^hat had IdU to ^Ivtsaha* , 
wctionf Whetlier tbe officer cooeemdi^ 


of ^^est-l^dla meichVts, fiom ih# mu- had acted upon instrdSttons fnmhfhed to 
meat tiicy entered tlierkigr till they weic him by the government at home, or upon 


cleared U the cubtom-houscr 
before the c docks 




existed his own fedhiig of duty or propriety t 
but the And whether*it was the intention of h{a 
uup )rt *')ce ot those docks to the public majesty's ministers, to make any commbif 
nuuld ho better estimated by a calculation plication to the house upon the subject t 
v») i. he couiS prove, namely, that be- Tbe Chancellor of the Exchequer^ in tb# 
fbrethe crectiou of those ducks, the plunder absence of his right hon. friend, would am* ^ 
efWebi-India ptodiitc uj>ou the tiade in swerthe questid^s.^f the hoD» geot.^ Haf 
L^dun, ainohnied to a million an- assured the bon. mei^b^, that it tfaA 
nuiiHy, besides the prujiortioimte lost to b^uJeiqn^o maketi^^ 

the revenue* Tie Ousted, therefore, the commumcation, b^^pfhmiseJ, 


house would not, upon slight and uuex- At the same time 
amiued ground*, withhold the aid propo- right hpdTIfne^ 
aed by this bill from an object of sucb pub- he would lay g treaty or 
lie importance.—^The bill was then read a house.Thchon.rndCnbermidtlm 
third time, and passed. 


not !o6i 



recollect,Hhat^ iniwliat 
[FoumcN Txeatus^ AND Dxspote former night, his Hgbt 
i^irn Amkkica.] Mr. Whitbread rose stated only that ^liMreaty to*'j 

and observed, that be bad jvaited to the {Tended Upon a Cont^getiCy, Which contfii* 
lust momQat in the hope of seeing the gciicy, if it sbodld dot^ikk# place, wouM 
right hon. the foreign secretary, m hi» render it unoqdftsaiy to prodhee the trea^ 
place, bo might put to him some ques- to t|be house. With rte^t to tbe of' 
tions. He could not tiowever, let the pre- qut^sqiton of the hon. gnt, heAould 
sent oocasiuu paai^by without aubmitdng that tiu^a would be no necewty to 
these questions to tbe right bon. hhc' any cpimuiiicgtion tipon . subjedt*. 
chlocenor^of tbe exq^equer. It would be Whgt he should state at preset was, tlte 
in tbe recollection ot the boose that the Ss a nJbmberof hia majesif’grgoverDmq^ 
light hon. gent., whose ebseoce he had al- he was not in possession the ci: 
ipded toft bad on a fQnner^igbtft in reply to stances qf the aoa cwnld notthe 

^ question put -by bnPt respecti^ the mnke^n^isduct r—ssnunlcaUon 
qr eu^ements with foreign povert, eul^dbt. Alrne should say was, 
poUcod in the speech at tile ^nnmeoce- on receiving the necessary lufor 
of the sesitioPft etated, he bad * ■ ■ • « 

teapQit to bfli^evq, that he sbouhil \» auth^ 
toUy tboM trea^ beiire the houeeft 


shoold appear that there was any ebj 
proper or tinjostidable in tbe 
ofito oqnoeineu. there certainty 
every wA eilitepttldnidi 

^ « O. e * 



^|^iiiaketbeful 1 eBt^inttipBi|Atibena^icu&« 09 , in «Berf 4Mfi| th^re- 

theca&ewouldtiafllt^in wasroxhplfore moire an ayiendoiAAU tb»t<b^ bill 


;ibena^icu&«nQ, is 
atconrlfore moee 


g|Mi tneca^e would He was COOT tore moee an e{^nd0|AtiU tb»tCb|» niji 

weed the liopse wa«ddejl||pl« it WoutS, be njed A second Uuie^thw day 
not be/ubt impute «Uiu>bui any'quarter- months.^ 

^(preaknowle^vflidilbieolrcumitances <folonfl opposed the bill* 


S W Urn traDsacUQ£|touId|jjpb<d the means because it would dedvroy tbe militiu, and 
nd be oppressive to the country. The i^eu 

(atbr^tm Idea of that wrie to be taken froi^ liks inijit«a» were 

blame do 'Any npus^ *aod was glad to be replaced by the 
id asked the informatiunt bepause approxe ot the meabure^jfhf^ 

$r he bad received tronx the right encouragement lo’oihcprsiyjaMtoa to seek 
L afforded *him great conbola- promotion in the luDg, hy •tljp*SUmbe] 

p men wIhlIi they could^toAi^OCO io Kutun- 

I' [JdiLXTXA TiiANSFaa Bix.l.] Ou the teer from the regipients* ''IhHtWjimlH hp^e 
question being put for the second reading a most injurious effect upon tin? fntlitis« for 


qf the MilAia Transfer iali» 


which It wax At pieseqt so difficult tO p| 


Sir Robert ff^iemb^se th oppose the I cure proper subalteru officers. In the p 


iiao-g^tlemea* opposite •bad become con* a scase of dOiy obliged him ^o oppose this 
to*'Xts merits, and that they wouldr ineaSuro xn every st^e. U, however, the 
have had the manlmess to acknowledge }be bJ| sffbuld pass n/o a law be would not 
^t. He calledjthan, on all the ludepen. throw any iiii))|f1iment in the nay of fta 
Opnt gentlemeu in that bouse; to support opers.tio^* ' lie trusted, that in such acak|^ ^ 
their own cOneistency by supporting that a clause wou'fu tk hrirodui ad to prevent tba 
Bjretem» which they bad last year so dehbe- recruiting partus or commauding officers 
ratdy and solemnly sanctioned, lie bad al- from tampering with the men* Tlie miU* 

J ays beeua friend to eniistoient for a limited tia was alr<ad\ in a declining state, and for^^ 
;nod> Bbd he was confirmed 111 his opinion his paithe would much rattier the pable 
by the success that had attended its adop- lord liad brought forward a p/oposUiun for 
That system fKt^aiser^ 2-J,000 me;i annihilating the niilitm altogether, than for 
^saotie yMtu a^d j^ld coritio^i^ degrading it b> making it subset vieiit to the 

iM flqa**"beCflUsa* tiieasure would recruiting of the army* 

^ hfeoiuiMlWbf _ and liourlj, so ft iilougAhi/ uopld give bis support 

tune^i to *gtve lC}i6*'(A.untry u to the measure,.l^ause at this eventful pe- 
iferce, adequate to eveiy nar nod, when the states of the continent werq 
jiqfj^se* The obgect of the bon. over-run. aud when we Mere threatened 
j overturn a system with the same fate that had be&Ueir*otber 

a iPliP^b*^ ^ oepeficial. They pro- natioufa, vi^rons measures were absoluptly^x 

i2 thka from tl^ mihtm, a force best necessary. 1 his mgasuie he cunsiden^d «t-*i 

( jpMCxilated ^dpkuice, Iti order to add fb ffcacious, and from tOHivt-raatioos which be 
^itiiedisposeabhf ibrce,*wlych was not now had had uUhsome n«ilitiaofficerB,bewascotw 
Vttiitede^As to xuspeqtin^ held offi- emced, thwilf double the number proposed 
, eers appointed tqfljp, VOlantecrS) be nmln*. to be allowed to volunteer were nOcessaryf 
temed tbat*tbey watt of no use to theycouldbeobCauied readily.Herahecould 

^ looteers, l^ause they bdd no >lithbrity nowut remark upon the Oegleet of the late 
over them, AOt put^nyj coips mmisters, whj^baddeseitedourbravealltfiV 

* ftrOugb a nutefeuvre, witb^t^ue and Igvis^ the fooffe^f theotmntry by 

order of tn^^lbnd. Tbe witfaerawing such eapew^ hs thattoji^pt, whscliAer* 

I field officers wo^d save mmi^l^diwii^that tamisbedabpfaite 

jWKK) 4y yhe ^ndtion, ^t tho^was no uo pCfthNS^rlUshoarms; Of the voluh t seq ^ ^ 
with ho6. gentle* a ft^/fo jiuoh deened by a nght hoiB* 


i^.JKWC 


llFahe ^nddon, tho^was no 
lion with Jto xj^ hod. gentle* 
^te. ^e late dHmvnst^Ugdi 
their ineatufes reqpectix^^m 
I, qffectpd a aavigg of iOQMOt 


tDopiWf 


late dHmvnstf^Ugdi gamu^OgpOsito. CMr« WindhamX whbaa tOA 
;es reqpectix^Jm bnts hm^nwd^ but whose politics aps 
saving of gO^gOOf pealed to i|p!hto too Uieonsikal and ip^ 

renderiogabat toii^ ctfiativt, be tpight truly spy, toat tbemit 
bese gsounds bf CnI they bad coine forward had smM 

hS^v di^ OHiidMitV*' Hs WM of «^uoa 4 hfttar 


4 





it8> 


irKSUBUfV V • 

9 ion,ahe wb«1^ 
siigportfjjnder 


jJTTie W;-tent; dbt>c!u«J^i byjp^^ 

IWsBlgBfeope tiiHf rtw5^'4i^ut>®d8 

«*^,W ?hii' "t^ woolf be th*:Niair* 

, Mil. 

‘^why jM)iif4 «tti« by the 
Jkthe first instance. Bni 
to look farther, and 
would become of 
That source of 
would be effbetu- 
*5eclpf tbismeaiwfe. 
h^§t^hy*9tA^ing ttounfies, would de- 
^•troy fe^lar recrtflVihjji It was re- 
4 iUrfeAtdQ tbo, that the'^pWii'of the hdUe 
lord ddparted from the’ pteb^nW 
Iturteeniiiig firam the laihtlia^ inro the'Tuae. 
The voKinteering in ifcp had not1>epn fol¬ 
lowed by a ballot A sfcjiar volenteefing 
4be militm bad taHnhiJ^lac^ln the 


^^Oild 
M 


ihll 



;ar. 


•^of itie presen t 

-,wJi %iicteeded by the osuiot. Tbias con* 
etituted ad esseqtittl difiereiice between the 
‘prelfiaht lai^ the fpriner Cases. Though he 
' ^^jddled'^'itbe^tvkole of the measure, he 
intNlt:^ perhaps to withdraw his 
o^pp^taon if one or two points w^re 

to t^^ded .t6 him. The first was, that 
ndnil^rdposki&n should be made, undir 
any circumstances, to the men who should 
volunteer,^ enlistIbr a longer tprm than 
that sanctiofibd by the sysieio adopted last 
•es^tm. '*Ai(toth^ was, that the men wl^ 
*Sli|bukl'he>4^lsed by ballot to supply the 
.place bfvdi^ Vhb' volunteered"^ into tlie 
I^A^jft'i^hdMld 'noT^ lA any case bn called d/n 
^acfwe^utdeir into the JinCf If these points 
wera ceded, might tSfi^duced to vote 
fpftthei-bJH. 

!lMr,J&wAarf most heartily apfiroved of 
the meaAil^, because, as ■ the nOble lord 

^ ^ m ^ SSf., 







-- 

pelling iUte after s1»te upon the «nl 

ibr iuch a purpOlf^^ouM^ 

‘ Ported * 

A miniKer wuu =.i.vUM:tet — 

WiA energy vould starf'^ -fte finm 
'ir^W, '^ui Ke that ihould neg^t ft# * 
curitT Hif the conritry, by puTeaing.aa«j^ 

jt?«priwe/cqiftd hot maintar^huilj^ , 

for anv time. They had’ Be#h it efilted i« . *, v; 
one o/the French buUeuns. that Ihejrenclif^y 
soldiers ridiculed ft? Cossacks their J. 
mode of warfare,* by dischar^ng artbws at / 

thkenemv, as Euroiiean trma 

iH,%i.o#fe>!« Zby suc h weapm^ 
shewed the • BeccssflJ^Wf procur 
suitable to the, enemy it ww 
.coufend with. That enemy eifi 
[pulsion fof the most lyranUii^ft 
'ind should we ntA resort to ^ 
our preservation ? Tllp 
fident, would sribniit ^fh alac^’ 
ever •should be necc|SW.fo^l|W^ 

He could not believe 

c«TS so brave,-patiWtici‘JlSj%b4imdeail? 

of men, Um ^ 

defi^eifife 
sjx mon 


IS "they” mhift Wthat.iour fate.v^ 

lot upou twbkt we Jnight do; | 


at J 2 g 0 sei 

ty and 
our refigii 



would giveTttwOdld 
description emphai^lTv^J^g- 
mitA l»,a right hon. glS^''.p^,ke)i silhatiotf. 

“TL Jl.-fiu. rtfet diis country, he would r«B «#. 

^ thing we hold dear. Ite wod* 


dn^'^Kmr night, sM gtiffrii. 
beliMfrDdt cajoled'^ ,4strapped ^Y^ 

I n lit win but men wbOr^m^een' 

«rty .i:egretted 

b r I • 


its^ arcny «i 











ind, M'hat be teii£ he would no 
fiSoubt realize, it he ft&ttl4 ^utceed m bis 
VefcigD» ug«r'*>t thiv Tbut ennhy 

iiad nr % er broken bi&uord lo thing ci uel, 

Atngeful, or i^>^Vcu The lung artear of 
isate fpr the 5(kr««jiri i^et 'Great BriUiii 
‘tied rivalled uni fktttecj.the power ol 
Jihncet «oi4a'bediscTOibed withaicumu* 
lined ktereiiU If thm were true, be viab 
aur« that militia officers would n6t feel 
^i&er disgust or lelawtion in cohscqutnce 
measure which w^s necessary to pre- 
'lierVe the country f/om the dangers that 
threatened it* lie was sure that theie 
would be no obje(4Uoo to tie measure, 
vben it would be tbpt it vas be- 
eotnc DCcessai7.1ntbev.^of an individual 
who might not be willing ^ go from bta 
lamtU though balloted, a TUifil might bi 
prtrvi^d by ^private benevolence to cover 
imi from the seventy. H» f niy threw qpi 
these hints, that means might be devised to 
Obviatt an) casesofuioiviuual liaidshipthat 
might ocr ur, though he was airaia that the 
pr^iical consequence of acting upon such 
a (nnemb, mi btie injurious u anotbri 
Vay, by interfering with liit regular rcc rml- 
_ ^g for the army. 

j ^ Mr Calcrafi could not concur m the sen- 
V tunents expressed by ^he hon. gentlemen, 
] who had for thq hrst time addiesscd ihe 
^^liouse that night, (Messrs \f UJf'j^b^-^nd 
'^r^pekhart) though .'•anxious to (on- 
N|fUr m any measure that might be deemed 
* necessary for the secuntj of tne<(ouiiU), m 
critical situation in which it was placed. 
Sffore he could a^ree the proposition ot 
^ tiiei^le lord, he must dr^t look at the si¬ 
tuation of our natiuidl U ret , at tlie pre* 
*'t^xt for lha noble laid's plan, and al the 
|>lan Itself. Wben^be*touud tliat the force 
already on foot was; ifproperK organised, 
frraoged and regulated, sufficient to sav^ 
the country, be was anxious to spare his 
Countrymen that compulsion, which (he 
poblelorcl considered necessarj^ If be was 
^rsaadecLfbat existing was suf¬ 
ficient fun^hat purpose,'ht wasjustifiecl in 
opposing me ooble lord s mcasur^ Bofore 
proceeobd in his argument,/le should 
leave to ssuke one or two^servations 
« upon the volunteer fence. Jue yias^ully 


lunteeirs. If ge^lemen wert%ut to exa- 
tnme thi papers on the tabl^, tliey would 
find ihatany dimiuutionwhich thevoluuteer 
torce might hnx e undergone had uot aritcMs 
out of the lueasurtjs or regulaiioubot the 
gentlemen with whom he acted, but 
was the natural cnn''PquiihceM( Ibi insti¬ 
tution [a cry of no, no]. Hie begged gen-* 
tienien to examiiiH the pilpeij^l in the ye&V 
lh05, the volumter forte wtsupwards of 
too, 000 . but, at the countetttempnl pf 
the \4^ai IhOf), tbatfone dkR reduced to 
Sib,0(0, aun this whs befortf^w'hon* 
fi lends had (ome injto uffird^ before adiy 
regiilaiHuis whitl they afterwards made ex-- 
mied, and there turef the cltar^& so cttv- 
stauti) urged against hit hoti. friends Was 
not borne out by the documents. Every 
body must be aware tliat it was the nature 
of such an^nstitulion to be tluctuatiug, and 
It was evident fronf the docunieiits ou tlia 
iHhU, that from Tie time when his hou. 
friends came ii\Jc office to the latest re¬ 
turn^ th." c ‘'iCiion of tlie \oluntepf force 
dii nor'*^v'(/d ■*> ot)0 Any gentleman, 
who looked t'l the lact. and compared that 
diminution w ^ih wh it ha<l taken place ni 
th< antecedent ^^e , must be sensible that 
there \%a5 no fount’ Aion v\hale»eT for the 
cl 7 rge. As to the;^^pc< ling field-(ffiicer% 
both he and his hoii fncni^s admitted, that 
It was nccissar> that tbtr< should be some 
organ btlween tl e >oluiiiti is and the 
xernnient. But there was a complete naff 
ID every district, v ho were neatly idle, aud 
who, b> performing this duty, m^httausf a 
considerable saving to the uation. It mmht 
be said, that the saving would be small. 
he contended, however, that the eftecl on 
tiie country, b) alUndingto every necessary 
pi mciplc ofcconomy ,w ould l>c considewible. 
He asked tob, why thovp m<*pecting officers 
had not been taken from the half-pay, ra¬ 
ther than from amongst ihos^ that had 
quitted the service * It was somewhat re¬ 
markable, that ol the 70 inspecting field- 
qfficers, only U» were in ite tnuj- 
not that lobklike a desire to extend pi- 
tronage) It certfcnl) wore* to him the 
stronger apfiearance ol that which 4^ so 
lat^y^beeii the topic of mutual chsrgituid 
recrimiualipn in that house. As <0 the 
plgQ of the aoWe lord, which w^s to ope- 


teoaible of he / otntie spmti idtha do - 

fenle of the country’s danger, with wb*ch Irate bvifillitjg op the places ofthem^ who 
the volunteers bad come forward in US (Jp-j%houlo Volunteer from th^ militia by the 
fenc^ but he could not sit silent and hear * xaiiA* wAiav veau ih»t hnt a eonscriDtiun to 
charges brou^ against his right hon* 
f friiuds of the Utejfii%inist]uti<Ki, tliat they 
2iad by tbiir nirWicscfiinuisbed tlievo- 


ballot, ti%rt was that but a conscription 
supply the army ? Ifvuctf a measure was 
necesii^y, it would be much better to etnr 
pioy th^^llot to procure men 



• % 


x>mAT^f ' pm 

p^Hioi), «t in Ae two arroaoMOli 
bad t»^Q Biwding, tban all tbeir pm* 
;*4ili^sors iiad «aaR>ut« They certaiol j hi^ 

' ejected faore tned' and traiaapbrta for thtk 
cxpeditwOf wr wblc^i it «lan le«s difficoU to 
fiodauy tUinttiaii^ object, or an officer to 

£om<DaDd« Wiien ibe*' Yntuuteenog ^firoia 
the biitf fiy i V i ni m 179 ^*^ 1 ^ * 

wa» a conamnd^ toreigu expedition 
progress. A^^iu in the year 1805 , tb 
was some plausilw pjetext measuftat 

though he had ^t it bo daty to it 

u£ the time. The ^oble lord had 
that It was not hts intention ito tak^ ar^ 
measure that wOuld afipot tW^^Uia, bn 
nas It not galhng to wW bad ex* 

ei ted 'iheraeaKci^ -Ibaluiig Abair men good 
butdiers, to so coDStitutional a lom 

for dciegfjw^tered away, at the momaut 
when tiiere was a probability of its being 
brought mto at tthn ? It u^uld be to mook 


enlarged sfftiere of sertiee<^ as in the. ease ^ 
of tl^ army of reserve. This* b® *boul<f 
prefer to raising the men for tlie miluia, 
and waitirg till they should become dwi- 
.fous of a j j>ie eidaigid sph*repfservice, 
while .the difc>j»o»*d?lc* lorce ot the country 
was, m the inenu lime, squandered and 
dispelled. B^nt yhat vasu* become of the 
mihtia dur^ flip pror^ss? It wou'd be 
June nuAt the mey raised lor the bai- 

‘lot would bb fully trained and cdet^ti^e, as 
the mihtia regimeoU are at pieseui, so that 
-the noble loixi's meaeuie would, without 
'any ade<]usfi(s.mece!»ity or ohj*( t, paralyse 
that important isrm of the public force, lo 
shew that there vas no necessity for 
this. It would be sufTicient to take a view 
of the force now existmg applicable to 
•defence* There were in Great Britain 
«nd Ireland at present, of regular troops, 
>iSJ,000: militia, |7>000; Aaval troops, 


/ 


aeameti, and marintjh which, by beingein-*mem, to give them the name of militia*, if 
ployed round ihe c^ts, were applicable ‘ ^ ' '■ * 

to defensive purposes, i JQ^OUO j^^artillery, 

20,000; ainounlu»gjt^e^^ej^J^-5«ew than 
400,000meii. 'i heit'wt revbesides,"300,000 
volunteers lu .Gicat Biitain, which, with 
the sea feucible*^, and ihc volunteers of lie* 
land, made an ag^icgite amountuig to 
nearly ope million im n iii arms tor the 
defence of tho country, anil attuided oui 


tliey weie to be converted into a supplying 
source to the aruiy. If ever tbie day 
whs to arrive, when British blood W4|a 
to be shed upon British ground, it would 
be degrading and disgraceful to militm oA* 
cers to be rleprived of the opportunity of 
shewing their tiravery and their skill inih^ 
defenie ol then country. The noble lo^ 
had also d(H:ltircd, that it was not his 

A. 


limited pcyuilation. \^ ith such a t<»ice ask^eution tosilter ui luteTfere with th® systm 
that in arms,! ould they not piovidc lor the I of hpn. frieud : but it was 


security ot the countiy without harasMiig 
the sut^ect with a conscription or baliot ’ 
If they did uolcouceixr tiiat lorce sultu leni, 
they were more apprehensive ol the power 
of the Krenob arms than be was disposed to 
be. jTbe plan ot the noble lord would, no 
doubt, procure* a valuable supply for the 
armyj kmi the mihtia was to be Mled up by] 
a ballot that would fall heavily upon a par¬ 
ticular class, and the ballot always resolved 
t itself into a bounty, so that it would tlfuS 
become a heavy and oppressive tax upon a 
class Ispat able t^ bear it. it was not ju^t 
to promifS the supply for the army from 
goy particular class. For his part, he 


bounty from a public fond* When tlie vo¬ 
lunteering from tlM militia bad formerly 
been resorted to, it rafted on totally diU 
fere^t grounds. Ilia noble lord bad stated, 
as a ground for the measure, that the regu¬ 
lar force of the country ^ad bfcn scattered 
and dispersed by the predatesaors of ffie 
present ddminietration. But that noble 
lord hod not ^a|ed, that the present nnni-* 
iten ware sending more topupski-oae'ex* 


teiitton to subvert t-d* 'Hie ballotjjgcyjdd nil*- 
teiicrc \uth the regular recruiting,,anda 
tailing oil in that would alford groitojtl of 
charge agaiuU the system. The bon, iMtW 
men opposite viewed with an eaVioas^and 
malignaut eye thGimiiiortalcred|ibklat)giBg 
to the system est^lisbed by his right boo* 
fiiend. Had i^ptHliai syfetecn procured 
more men than thg additional force .art and 
tbe ordinary racruitung in the same ticne | 
4t had ; and that waa doing a great deal. 
He remembered the high bounties and the 
•cooai^catod ipid vexatious tiiachuiery ol 
that TMi . be remembered itlie ages and 
descriptmn of men obtainlm by rt, and ii 


should laucb rathe^bavc the men raised b^ube Returns were to beranalyzfd, he believed 


that It would appear that nfi such numbeSs 
us appeared in the returns bad been actually 
suppled to thb army. *Tbe scheme of the 
jlioMe Idrd n annored attack by sap uj$o«i 
tb^ system of bis tight bon. friend^v-Havio^ 
said thus much invopjiosition to tbe bHI; be 
should add, that he was nol as great ett 
enemy as others to the ballot, ms m sno^ 
obrecniiuag fbr.the army, but it was of^ 
to bpjufet^d by ,f strung and iiqpe/loav 



«•!$ hL ^ (|^i» 


^^ to Bi i m ty. The 
tbe constitution 
y n ty ‘ un d, li vtf 
4pte ntcesaiiyto ‘ 
tile countijy rae 



mfrkoi^l^ (hav^ the best' fctf mentt# esofulntion 
rmubt gi^ way supent^ unportanc* 
te addli^ the {ireaervation oi the ebiwtiy. *It 
fie ionoe'of ^buuM be matter of prifie to entourage 
.tfttber 10 be a»en to |fh mtb tfre ItAe, and the colotMa, 

.. ^l_ . i. ** I _ . _ _ # . .».* 


applied to that tbanOr tbeiqaiuier Imbo in such an e;t.ig^ncy, woulfd rathef ra- 


prnpoaed lu thiafu^f ft ^ ^ ‘stress tban encourage the ‘gcOnrei ardtSur, 

oouia lr>oiw»th lutle cutft^^e to thui’ 
extended, Uloiif^ he that was i4*> m»ii, and cooIdAiti Undc^^upon wuM 

t^r a limtted crtteon« had foudfh that iittU confidence if it should 

.■ddmition badont deejfeaaed m canaeqneOce be necessary for them to gd^tO actjoh to- 
* tfMie late measures of military arrange iiieht. gether on Hiitisli i^roiind* |jfl^ did oolk 

some extraordinary CHeiuon Uitnk the Iriitiiiog act eouid he rarriadiU-T^ 
in m way of reerurtiog was Fequire<l to cficct in its plrese^ Ifik 

lajvUfe presAlk cr^, wMSim respect to «oy could not spare officers Jor m nl4ks,v net / 
^ gs^iertJ dtfunuU^ ^ thcih^fiendauce ot tlicr < ould the tbiKtiar The hg 

volunteer ^(^petent to coosidered well hffjcered m <nln kinff. ^ 

apeak; btttiumo6rpe<»fr^JBhmnianded, If the uontiuenC should naaiie a ^gener^ 
coQsistmg ol 400 meuk tfajH^v*d been^io pehce on the t«frnrs dictated fay Boonpartey 
faKd^oC He thought It a great defect m ^ ^ould have tm maintain the efanteat 
the tSftStfgeinedt of l&te plan, with re^ single^hand^. hnfHBu case all puP 'for«e 



apect tn m mditta, tbht the balidt was ^ 
stopped, and that the vacancies 
oceaiModed b} the refe'CAi of those who had 
nerved their terms, wetenot filU up. He 
of opiaian, that the ui^peeting dsld-^ 
dfiicets, though in some instances of use^ 
need noSifaMO numerous as the} now were. 
^'^oldDgl l^oed said, It must be allowed, 
^atsfae ptaseat cn&is called h r every poa* 
Sibly exettmn>iin ordtr to'have not onJ} 
wpi ‘ 

■i^W 

Mkte wtaSa in comparison with unr popula- 
tSdOi beyond that of any other comitiy. 
Bfattwbao tlie despotic power ol the preient 
JvM^rtKf Fiance had bt en' unable to bud 
nitiNd^ ii^tbout're 80 riij|;g to consunpuooi 
liodtd not see ^'hy weij^ould abstaiu from 
resortiog toi|^easur«i tquul force for 
the defence of the freedom and liappmess 
we eojoyedi The ntccuiting under the new 
i^aieni Jigd Isw hiffa a ^ so supcessfiil^ be¬ 
cause It Ifad tooSednpetHkon tfa snuggle 
tritb; the mflitta Wbc «r|^ totall^us 
pended. In Vay itwoukl«lBvne,a^^beii 
the five or bif thossaod men, who Were 


Should ^be called iiifj action, 
viffw btreogihen.y. it force h6 siMed for 
thebiU. > 

of no eoeftett ^e|wee» 
the milnia coiSr^r and the ho^ iMt who 
should have the best discipline; and,* if* 
occasion should arise, tht be^t figl^mg bu* 
taliODS. Ihe object of this bill weirtfau de-*i 
pre^b tl e inihtia, and to rai^e tha^ 0 ry *■ 
the ffiie upoi Us luins. Hi ^hmild there* 
lore o).pose Uic biU, looking upon the mi- 
jilitiu as those most interested iii'sheprasev*^ 
valion ot the land, connequf ntly those AiOst 
iikeV bght for it, and bet>t entitled to 
Its favour and confidence. With respect * 
to the cuus»teiic> which genUcaiei) were * 


called upon to shew, he bad newer known 
any consistency dut mg the \&years tluit lie 
bad sat m parliament, except m uwlQrflBly " 
substituting one plan for another, eietovdr^ 
mg as eveiy new goveiunicot wiSEfaed'^M 
supersede the plans of us predecesiMrs. 
lia therefore hoped gentlemen wwdhl facif/ 
QOW consistent, and that the} woold 
severe m rejecting a mewre so mMrb ta 
be deprecated. He bo{m that pmtikment 
would consider the necessity isf»eBi|tog ’ 


ifaen to retireT should come to be bBVoteijJotherexertionsako, without phtefUtV^Md 
for, the rfect of the plan would, be uucbltie impassibbssogojen in tfaiseoiitest. iniiV 


leas chan it bud been| It was no( otf tnea- 
Sqms of mere prosfiective h^ceess wt the 
ftiAet} of the cOnotry eotfi d fa^almWed t<f 
*test. He trusted tkat Uie colonels of ^ 
mihtia regiments would universally^woiiftlfo 
the exu ution of Uiis measure when it should 
ne passedr. foi however it might be lu ge- 
tfe^ matter of c oinmend^bk! eiiuU(ian*m 
Jo vie w.th each ^tber sl^uld 


weight of taxes# akeiuiy so intoleisMu 
could not be well Inesaased. He hofMhl If 
that *every Acre that I0ls productive, woui^’' 
be taxed without bdemptioo. He thought 
also, tbatiCeans piighi^be fiidnd in the 
eefaiitr}, of pc e» i d» ng a aupply ol tunboc 
for the navy, now purobasdd daarly Iron) 
foreign nutious, He crusted that a com* 
outtet woukl be aimoloted to enquire# aod ^ 
'it 

* T , 



DW&ATESf i7« fifU^ {j^l^l 

to report, nflit only whitf coald bo ^sl^^ BayinR ih»t Ikf 

nuide in qiw- expendittfw, but alK) *^h«t to 

further fondsnndreaouicescovldb^ci^cd bUel|j»furett«ocktiltOftCi 7 ^ b^^crolo 
Mo action* Tbouah he thought these reJ h^ bad nut yet heard that saaAo ouf ishirn 
prated draft# from the matt:^ to many ooght to hove born firovrd Bilbo firytm** 
de^lh-bToas, and thdhgh be i»va* most #t 8 MC 0 >» ^nmo^ the neoeeaity of flie case. 
aiiYiuut tor^dbtruig to it$ original const]- He bad tfeard iKK^ngto t^onvince biu|Jtibet 
tution, yet if the bdUhould he should such etnetjgenii^eaii^ becu.etatrd ejotM'' 
do bis duty to giaing it his otmu&t suj)- fit prebent^ 900 Mlo|d hd was convnioett o| 
f port, ^ . that^ to could tso^ assent to the bli( m «ts 

Mr, Fe^<rdtffi$rrd from the boa gent, outset. And faea«be<^ld not help miUdn|b 
who had last Rxikeu* He ciMisidered that one nbservation« that lotb^orbule 
th^ practice vrbleb pre%ailed ol lateycais, oftho^ir ttar*i&oprotH 9 Cted»srhrilttotK 0 UdHp 
^f making tbpjpilitm nearly the same as re- was so often and #0 solemnly told by ^r. 
guiar regtiBentsa hurl coiisidei ably the nr- Pitt, that not an hour anw td to liadtt, fihkt 
cruitiog lbr the regular aimy.. by raosing a the wisdum of tbe counft^ Touot a% |OBCie 
conipeutiOD* When the mihtia was on and for eveafesolv^'','poa dtetoatkneens of 
tbe original plan, raised for only 3 >ears, bringing forth^'^kue^th* end that after 
and saryiua pnoopallv m their own coon* all tftoK ^d lunsoltatiQns, attd 

ties, then Die baliuted men otien served, measares proposed, agreed to, and ^ 
and acquired mil tar^ habits,anvhtc|^ in- ppon, that stiU wefwere now^ we tovB at 
duoed them fifternarL to enter into tbe toft; that from ifaeyaar 1793 to I80f, do« 
regttla^army; but that old prictice thing had )et been eftectually donemtlie 
Wa^cbsnged^ and they we. 4 marctod out v^ey ofdeterminiog upon some satislacto^ 
of their counties, and keptoD^ii^^ i^dting mode of national deieooe. Tins was esira« \ 
of ragolor rpgimeniB.^ueu'Hne^ men who oidinary, but it was not unaccoodtable, for 
were balloted no longer served, but ob- upon a review ot all those different plang^ 
tamed substitutes, at large bounties, which and schemes, it did appear that the> were 
lDji|red pnterielly tbe regular army, by the calculated to act only on great etilergenciea* - 
competition whub it gave rise to. They were provid^ agaiust lacldental 

Lord mHinmincd the propildtv events, and tbtreture were not of that per- 

of our having diderent descriptions ol manent uatuse necessary^to the progressive 
CroopBj partfculnrU with a view to lioine improi 4 rtiicl»^,of u wise and coiiiprehen^'iva^i 
defence. But as the powi^r of making ef- system ul militaiy i^rouce; tbereforef^j^to 
fective attack was among the most power* tfut the plans ot that statesman, off to XMA 
ibl means of detence, and.^ out regular deknie of the couuU>, wtrenoc foood to^ 
army was the only offensive force that we answer, Ihe AddiuouHl rorce Act, ocm^ 
*had in addHtou to our navy, he thought dU sidered as a measure of securi^, eaCfTeJto^ 
increase of tlie line most necessary lu this Uited. And, now, what were &e{y 
'ttiomentous crisis. Ihe noble lord took a to do? merely to plovide, as it ^was sasd^ 
comparative view of the effects of the mea- dfidinst an etneigeijcya But the pre- ' 
antes of the right iioQ. gent« (Mi. Wind- sent could not be saa^to be one oiMr, Pitt's 
ham) fto recruiting tbe army, and the Ad* emergeucies, 1 he Freoch emperor was nog 
*dit|juBalForce Act, and (onteoded that thi 8 < now at Boulogne. Tbmgi were nut yeft 
latter SHMild have been equally productive brought to the mere cast of the die. llis 
if aliowto * trmi* CoDsidenog the late ofqthe empire was not yetdsrougfat to 
slate of to>kdf)e» sqA 9 f the British empire, the isshKapf a single battle, /he country 

rage of, the cooque* was nqt cmd qp by any exilingtirrum* 
ror; m state of Irelend too, for thougli sUjipes, to play the bad game <w sacriffcme-r 
lie counted much upoo the loyally of the ftSsfutute to,tbe present. A»tft Uie French 
Ca^olici of Ireland^ aod^sras convnioed emperoA he would here t^e lta\e to ob* 
Ibflstbey would repel with'indignation the serve upl^n tbe pdle axScl*'cbildish way m c 
sedocing appeals of the biahop of Quimper, wlfldi *maiiy jjarsonsMivere pleased to m-i* 
yet he ^uld not help thmlciiig Diat Ireland duige vrhen speaking of that persun ; avoids 
was vuhierabld, and therefore tohMlwatcbeo did not wio tottlcs. it was (ly deeds, adft' 
with pecuUaf care, and gaSrftoi with an vleeds of energy, we were to nitCintdiu ou^ , 
ample forcei^-unijhraplltliesecircuinstancoft selves,and oppose him ; but what smsthife, 

. the exigency was ^Vions, and ^uyrasthe ieedoif eneigy that thu country was uoqp*' 
tofkioctos-cf ptpVlding iarstt A • ^^led upou Jto perlbrnif and who 





27, noT.—Myiti» Tm^ fin/,. f!»9 


flrengilii'iiina; the reBoifi'es of.*be ^Tnpirei how ftb^kuit tu/coticeiitrtite «fd diiwt lifp 
.it'liije \<Hi huiT;yiii^tl)r(>ug1i thf tioust’ whole utiemion lo tJje ol', tins ciiu^jr 

/ustim ctioii agani>l tiM5 iiu'M Vila! jtait irv ; he hud birrhuouRfy cdutendtrfl 

pt ihe enii-irii. Ti»f^ Irish CiUncdic. is pxcIii- Ifcal ibeie was uo urj^puiy wtucb called^ou 
di'd troinyoHrniihtia^a loudcry'^d no! mi (be house und on igiiiisters to adi>j>t the 
iVoui the tiiii:tstrn«ii beaclieRh 1 do not measure now proposed^ for the det'euce f)f 
|u\* that he iimv iiol euter into your mditia the eountry. .lie U'gged the bouse would 
jpginieiiLs; buf l do say that the dbsiucles recolleec that his majesty's present tnjuisters 
you iiuvq put in his way uinouiit to ucompa* hdd been culled on by several nK^mhers of 
futive exdubioti. I hme now but on^obaer 'hai iioiise to know if they did not im uu to 
yalionto luakt:, aud^that U, to express my oniig t'orwani some nieasure to this 
|aru(^st impic that hts mujesiy's minister^ dr< and he had been iiddrnied just noy, fur he 
not think so defpeiiflely of our situation, hap]>eued not to he in the houHe on tlu;daf 
Us not to be willing and i^nx ousou all ol- on wtnch it liappenerb that the hon. geuU 
fusions to embrace the first o])poritnnt} who spoke last had been of the iium^Tof 
of accepting' any o^rtures ,thut may otiVu those who put tiiut ({^le^iiuu lie, it>r onb of 
jbr peace .with tbi^^Hnperor of 1'ranee, ihuse niiiiisterii« wouUl sav,that such a inea» 
There never was, 1 UcIicmSi^^ the historv sure Inui been under thcirscriouscxmsidertt-r 

empires, an epoch m wlucff^^ce was not tibn Iroiu the first moment they c^ine 
the most de^rcaUu o.bjcct, in which it was olTice ; but they uad been desirous not to act 
not wise to ti;y for it, unJ madness wan with any digree i.f jrccipitfitiuii ; /nest, lie» 
fonly to iii saving thus rnuclif*! cause they wished £ see what etfccis inigli.t 

^ujie I shall tuificrstuod us wishiii^ lesuit tfoiii thej>^i ul the right lion. geut. 

‘U> listen to anv uctoininodalion that could ooous ^ iM r.^wnflham\ und to convince 
Coiiipronn»e the dignity of tins great em- Imil pubh c^iiiat tt waa not" theit 

pire. The wiah next my heatt has aUva> iulentiuu to overturn and do away every 
been n peace with Fra^nce;’ and 1 have'al- thing winch had been adopted on this head 
ways deprecated the war oi words 1 have by their predecessors lu udice; and, se* 
beard too often within these wallSi directed condly, because they conid not pnswbly 
i^iunst an eneniv who is nut by words to U' torewe the disastrous evetilt winch had 
icsi^ted. Mr. Fill always prefaced the lutbly taken )>Licc on the ^oiuinant; and 
.-.daleiJietits of aiiy- new plaii»of'dcfcuc^or ironi a hope und rxpt ciatiuii that they 
iUNuiioii which he had to pro]A>.(V'*ith in- would nut have happt'iu-d, tiad daUerad 
%t/ed Hccuunrs of th(f pride and uiTogance, tlictuselves the war might have been so. 
the relenUe&s hatred und jpalousy of a cruel much longer protracted, that such a mea-. 
iU)d impiacabh: foe;-->uli Uns being abuse, sure would lip^ be so iiuineriiuicly and in- 
aibountiiig to nothing mure than that lUio- ahspensably uece^sary as recent uiifonuiiate 
n.fpatte was a forinidabfi; eiiLMny, and that events had rendered otherwise. It. was 
if^'otl^id not kill him, lie would kill you. impossible for his majesty's present minis* 
As yet, however, 4^ich jiroriictiaiis have ters to have protracted the lute warfare; 
bjsen generally faUil^d^ When l>uoiiaparte but, perhaps, if assistance hud some months 
came down to his ii^naced Khofea, he slid boh-re beeii^ aflbrded, tiiere might have 
that it was the only thing left liim to try, beeu a chance of that event having been 
and that thoiigh the clnmces were i0(> ttsi produced^ .us it was, llicre remained only a 
onCugainst liim, lie 'would, be obliged lo choice ul evils; and he believed that thft 
try it. Ne now will Ifave the u^aiis of choice now inaue was that <ff tl^ letutof 
inul. We, 1 am coufidetUt sb^ not be those which now pfesentetl tbemselye^* 
deficient <|ii oup^art. Jn ah extre- The ruler of t!.e French had now nn^ 
lAitv I shall not fear the issue; but, ^tlie peace with uU thbs^ poivers o^i Uie ctTu^U 
b^nic tim^, I shall live in hope of wlfai nent with which he liatl be*-n engaged in w«f» 
niav*i>e more conducive |o our h^>piness— and sre had to-contend with ms 
H?cjt^UXKh*ableV^%^c bet|i't^ the na- force, conceiithtted and directed agau^h 

* tious. -—,|j . , •. « this country. In fact, the greatest p^t id 

. A|r. iccrefuQ* Canning d'tdj he thought the GontiobiU'Of Europe were agufnst ns^ 

• the arguments of the boiu gent» tvho had and surtly tlie house would not hesitate to 
j 4 st sat down most extratirdinary, ibr he sayi that ;^i£ was such au exigcn^ cai<* 
h^j^milted that the common enemy of led fur a vei^ considerable,augmentation of 
tHiirouutry fiad conquered the whple of par fotce?. ^ As thg^ was graniii^,,tbe'4)h;(t[ 

rontuieu^cii l^ope^ and thbt ue^ was <U>estiau.«^ VI$^|^er it wsa ppf 
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IW ba^p pHrt'?)f it'4 dtsp(rtfpiibl< forcef' ' A 

praat iifisfake spuned’ to have IxfPti ffi4d« 
djy sevt'rttt g«trl)^llrtn who bud spoken on tbi» 
bei^d, and wiio hud st^tU' o to cunbirler u dfa* 
pt)seable lorce*onh in^bt* bjiht oi a force to 
be in foreign otVriisive<»]jtTations* i'ljey: 
"wemed to forget tlwt had nmny posc-fi- 
'‘tiotib abroad which iiiujit rec[uire trooos to 
’doleod them^ Stiide the present war broke 
out, wi: had gained tlie Oape, and pot^ses- 
•tolls ill South America: u part ot our force 
w;i8 detached to A'lexaiulria and other 
phices, wliich required, atid \Vould reqifire, 
troops for the purpo^ of keeping them, he 
«^iid not say in perpetuity, but m order 
U) piirclnisie w'faat the Viti. gent, who spoke 
lust had So warmly expressed hiuiself de> 
sirous of, an honuuriilde ])eace« lie was 
one of those who so far concurred in opi¬ 
nion with the hon. gent, ihat'peace was al. 
ways desii-able; but hnbegged iRe house to 
recollect, that in ord<n to obtain tln^t on 
tair a^ honourable terfr^^. it would be ne- 
epseary to shew the enemy Mh^t w# were 
prepared, al all poii^s, to^carfy on the 
war; ’afi'd that mithing would ultimately 
produce that desirable event more success' 
fully, than being able to shew him that we 
were in a state to rope u ith him, not only 
at* home,' but in every quarter of the globe 
wli!tiv wfe had tyreigii possessions. 'I'Uose 
possessions had many of tbum devolved on 
his tnajesty's present ministers, from plans 
and operations urigmHtmg with their prede¬ 
cessors j^i oflice; though be did not men¬ 
tion this wiih a view of giviifg any opinion 
on (ho propriety or otherwise of those plans, 
but merely to shew that the country was at 
this time so situated, as to require a much 
larger disposable force than it had a twelve- 
month ago- 'I’liis being the ease, which he 
thought would scarcely be denied, the ques 
tion was, what was the best mode that could 
be devised or adopted, of obtaining a large 
force of that description in a short time ^ 
lie thought there Could be but one opi¬ 
nion, that therniensuTe of his noble friend, 
ntfw^under the consideration of, the house, 
was best ail^pted to tiiis purpose ( for it 
gate immediately a very large addition to 
our army, of troops already discipljned, 
and which would be able to act>wnhthe 
reguj^r army, either al home or abroad for 
defonsivh purposes. With to what 

hVl been said, that it was intended to de¬ 
base gild degrade the character iqf the niK 
litia^ be was oertain that no such foea bad‘ 
eiKi^ entered into tlie heads of his majesty's 
ifuuisttTs:%o fttf tbi 


one, httd vildfays |hbu'glit *wuh' the hint. 
niembt*rlH'lmid hifi (cvl. Wqod), that ft 
was giving the imiitia an oppurtiitHiv df 
ticfrtidinj; the rouhtrv on a i xiendMl 
swilc, iVn<rwould shew llmt Iht ir oUicen 
had not unly'piado them siddl(*i> lo ttie eye, 
blit to the heart also, and tlut i!>ey wert; 
emuhius and ^fenlous to difcnd their conii- 
try, not only at home, but :n every quar¬ 
ter wli^re their services might be deemMi 
iiecess:^ry. The hon. gent, who spoke libit 
had said that he would not, in arguing tiiis 
measure, touch upofl any other matters 
which were not immediately cciniiecieiri 
with it, niid he had almost kept his word, 
lie had, however, in some degree, dejairtdll 
froih It, in refcrri*jg lo the case of llie 
people of Ireland, which he thought was 
not ifiKiicfl^ttely connected ^vi’h this n 1 c«(- 
snre, and which was not, in his opitnOn, 
very fair amrcaudul, when he knew that 
tfiS lute ministers did not mean to have 
acted on the plan of any further eviensidn 
of indulgences orconcilTation than merely 
the bill which had been brought iuiu (he 
house, had they remaiuud ui ollice. Tie 
hoped, therefore, the house would see the 
necessity of as speedily as possible adopt 
ing a measure which wa.s, on all hands, al. 
lowed to be necessary, luid which the 
sent hill was cafculated to 
easiest nnd nnfst speedy 11*0(10. 

Mr, said, tliat if the quesl^dn 

now to be considered svas an ordinary one, 
knd if he did not concur with a gent*, who 
had s^Kiken lust but one (Mr. WhilbreaiQ 
in thinking that the discision of the Ifon^ 
might* prove of vitat importance, and th 6 t 
perhaps eveii tlie preservation of ou^htda- 
pendence might depend on the measu^j^s 
now to'be adopted, ^ould.uot liuve ot>* 
tniBed himatfll on the police of tiu: Imuse; 
but in this crisis of liuexifmpled ddficul y 
and conttHgent dangers, which most st^uihd 
to ndinit, though differing materially as to 
the nieo^ of averting them, he liopecl jt 
would thought unbdeomuig in hirfi " 

to submit toi||e consideration of the house 
sucli-obterVatioiis as the most nurture reX 
llt^tion bad ^ggested to him.*—!n one 
point, and indeed'Un more than one; 
cordially cOiirutre| with*iiift right bo'rf.' 
frieiMl opposite C^lr, Yurki^*) that . • 

one fal^ step taken at time, mi^iit 
prove irfetrievable 1 that the interval Be- . 
tOMen the present mutoent atid tlie. next 
•meeting of parliament might be big 
events; jn which tlie iiaiional welfare'might 

ditffily iiftolvcd*; ■ and ibat-the 


elVfCt in^he 



caution and circuaui|MctMia ima aceat-f 
vary in deciding ou »u^> naasorea at might 
be npw tuBmiited to parliament. It bad 
been'therefore aiaUer pf gnat catitfactior 
to him to fiiul, that miaifttert bad, bon* 
aver< reluctantly, acceded to the propoai* 
.tiun made from this tide of the house, to 
defer the eecuod reading of this bill till that 
day* The interval thus given, be, in eoni* 
sum ^Aitb dvery other member, bad turned 
to the best account he could, by weighing 
all tlie airguniems for or against this mea- 
■ure; and he had even indulged tha delu¬ 
sive hope (hat his noble friend opposite to 
hi in, (lord Castlereggh,) would have recon¬ 
sidered his own proposiUoD, and would 
bave come dowu to the bouse prepared to 
bubsiuute in its room, otu as simple, and 
inhaitely more efficient; oh;; better ^apt- 
ed to the circumsiaoces in which the coun¬ 
try ^Sas pf&ctd ; One ^equally practicable, 
and inure cerum in iu results; and frVe 
from the weighty and insuperable objec- 
tious that atiached to the measure now un* 
der discussion. To bis mind, this would 
Kave been an inexpressible relief, propur- 
tioi^ to the reluf'tance that he felt in ap 
peariog to oppose guverument on such a 
subject, and at such a mument, when he 
knew the value of unanimity in that bouse; 
to whid) unanimity be* for one could not 
Cobtributa bur at tlie expence of every 
Reeling, of every conscientious opinion, oj 
every sentimeutof public duty, and indeed 
‘ witho<}t compromising the safety of the 
empire uaelt.-^lt would toon appear that 
clisappcobatioD of tliis mcesure rested 
grounds not only different from, bu 
j^s^4tely opposite, to, those which had 
]be^ stated by his right bon. friend <Mr 
Windham) on. the bench above him. Hi* 

S h^o .be had aTwajfs appeared pavttcu- 
afly aUye, alqios^' to an extisme, to the 
to be apprehended from tlie formt 
pf France; and bad, on for* 
mer ocoasions been the fr^nsoiost/a reenm- 
mendiiig the adoptionof new ajbitioiM, u 
meet new emesgeneiM.^ Af^Tyet now he 
could cpntemplatc those oai^m, magni¬ 
fied to a 4«gree that mi^t disquiet the 
Stoutest heart; ha p6|iM In^ with a stead 
: ^ those xbrng^rs, nwieased out of a 
Jirpportioft to M)r {om.r period, 

aud dbuld gravely recdmapud tb ^lia* 
mhnt and to Vue cdch^, 4d be eontiat to 
do iioihing^to rest with thsirhrmp h^ 
tbep^nd to depend'eacluahmhr'fori^ 
ji^-urity on the operation of tfawMin^- 
f which b^ hrtu^ a 


, Sir. 

iled op perliament to adapt. Of 
ffieacy, ' the value, the wiadoai of that 
ureat measure, the new militafy syetenit ' 
Mr. A* said, thiU bis right hoo. frimid would 
lever expect to bear any doubt eit p ress e d 
lybim; be ever should think, ia ^ eoi^ v 
idence of its, successful result, that by it 
le bad built an eternal inunument of fame 
or hiioaelf, and had laid the foundation of 
he future security of the country. He 
lad been one of those who had expressed 
heiiiselves most sanguine as to its imase- 
Itate good efleets, and still thought, chat if 
iroper measures had been taken at an eas¬ 
ier period for the promulgaUon of the new 
egulations, at to^this moment they-had 
not, its success would have been apparent 
much sooner, and to a uuich greater *ex- 
ent. But what had the right hon. projeo- 
tor of it always said on this subject? Why, 
that it u^ld take not only months, but 
yeajB, to bring it A any thing like perfec- 
tion.-^lf, therefcVe, bis right hon. friend 
at all^ufesd * /1th him as to the maguitude» 
of thepK^’imity of the dinger with which 
we are threaltened, bis own recorded opi- 
lions of the tardy progress of his own 
jdans. afforded a complete answer to the 
objections which he now made to the adop¬ 
tion of some auxiliary measures, which 
wbuld. at least, afford a temporary resource 
till his own might answer ali tlw purposes 
for which it was designed. That ballot, in 
every shape, must more or less effect its 
operation, he did not mean to deny* This 
could only be temporary; every oue would 
know Che cause of it; and he was v|arrant- 
d in beHeving that it would be inconsider¬ 
able, Because, during the operation of 
that great and most efficient measure (at he 
believed be now might be allowed to call 
it), the Army of Reserve bill, it was afact 
that tbe regular recruiting bad not dimi¬ 
nished more than one fourteenth, as was 
demonstrated by documenu laid on the ta*> 
ble of that house. I'here was good reason 
therefore to hope, tSat the^effbct upon ic 
would be tnfltng.^t would be elro od y a/H 
dent to his noble frieoth tbet b^ fiwely , 
concurred with mmistecs as to the Mis- 
peosable nec^.t;:|y of adoptiog new end vi- 
goroas neaetfres, which the slate of afttirs, 
and the ludings ^ tlie country demanded 
ee tlwhr haiwis^««41e applauded goveriHnont 
-for its wisddm in peisisdng in the miln- 
:tarytiys|sni, which th^ bad frmnd vbaped 
ito tbeir"tmdK, srbatiw woud t^ix den^ 
rinsed dpinlontof it, and mMoidiu the 
ol aa^iopag her whelp • 



9^ mu DEBATESi JttT S7, nar^riBbn6fSkKi/ii‘^ 

9 


^wtrtdithniert hy attenp^n^ to tman4\Vim ft fiotiMolli'^lo^iia^oitthefi^ 
it. bad. done more; they «r«re mH tiievooe contequeecet ihtX bad ever le^ 

oiity fivlqg it fair playi but, as lie knew, alted from those tampeiti^ witfi titir mn 
had iaU^I^ Uken sooie very active steps titutional fofDe.and nottrecable itthe ve» 
to give k an accelerated impulse* How ewal of themf Without detaining the 
far these were the most judicious that house gotag hack to what bad occurttd 

could have'.beeu selected fur that purpo8e,be the war before last, he would only -a* 

should not stop now to enquire; be was ert to what had passed since the preset 
dure they wyo well meant, and was confi* militia was raised in 1803. One argument 
dent that tlniy would prove considerebiy n faVbur of raising tt to such an amount, 
eOiciept.—-He would now come nearer to .nd one which he hoped would not be 
■ ibe question under tlie immediate consi* la^ily lost sight of was, that whilst the ne« 
deratioa of the houte: which was a propo- essiues of tlie stateNvere obliging us to in- 
sitioD of tbe noble, lord’s tp raise 98*000 rease our regular army to such an extentf 
men, of which 28,000 were to be dispose- might be prudent that our constilutionai 
able force. It might be convenient to the bree should bear a proper proportieo to 
bouse to look at this principally in three t. A militia therefore of 90,000 men wat 
points of view. First, whether its ditad- aised ; and such was the confidence and 
vantages might not be greater than any ad- spirit prev^ing-at that time, thatinafow 
vantages that were likely to accrue from months it was coi^letely ofBceredi^ and in 
it ? Secondly, wht'tl^r any aflvantages at less than a year in the bigliesi state of dis- 
all were to lie expecir*d from it, or if any, dipline. Scarcely however had this fine^ 
to wliat extent! And thirdly, wnether abnc attained this degree of perfection/ 
other measures infinitely preferable might han it began to tottei^ In 1804, a change 
not be resorted to,^for the auainmeht of >f government took place, and the first 
the object in view, which he had already measure of the new administration was, 
admitted to be a most important one ! On he Additional Force bill, one great ffiin- 
each of these points, he hoped that the iple of which was to suffer this force to 
house would indulge hlui witji making ob> decay, in numbers equal to tbeaupplemen- 
servalioiis; assuring gentlemen, that as he tary militia. What was the consequeitiCe ! 
was not in the habifT so he never felt dis- 'n the course of one year, the nonabgrs of 
posed to ti^sptiss longer on their patience, :ourse fell •off' from ^le catuallies hot 
than was thsoluLely necessary to his view having been filled up, and a vast nuniber 
of any subject, and that be sliould abstain, of officers sent in their resignatioos, pattly 
as farjg 4 >o 6 Eible, from renewing those ar- from disgust, partly from fiiuting that their 
gunients which liad already been more ably services were in a short time not likeljj; to 
urged, on a previous dtseuwon of this sub- be wanted* And it is curious to remark, 
ject.—He would begin with stating, that that this injurious result of the'first dbea» 
we had now, according to the last returns, sure, namely, a defalcation of five%iufired 
a militia, English, Scots, and Irish, amount* officers, was made a principal argument in 
ing to 77,000 men; as fine a body of men tlie sabsequmit ygar,! for allowing 17,900 
as the world could exhibit,,.and as efficient hnilitia to voluateet nito the line. For 
as any that bad not actually been engaged this he bad voted, as it was evident that 
in regular service. It would be reoollwiecK the men could be of no use where tiliey 
abet this force did not consist of new levies, were without officers to commend them. 


•f rtw recruits, but had now been eeibo- WttlH||Hs experience before ofir eyes, we 
4ied above four yAars; emd that therefore are now celled upon to resort again to this 
• urhetwas of immense importance, a mutuai violatiuo dfiWUi towaftis the militia, and 
^afidety might bcatuppos^ to exist be* not only to^^fpply the numbert so volun- 
tween officers aad mee. They constitutec teering, ,bu|^ tM 10,000 td their num- 
albrmidablft part of our-^omestic strength bers. We bijhn at tlie wrong end r in* 
ntncMinting in fact to very* little short of em stead of thus e^nguislRifg all indocements 
lU IIhs force ^s noble fnend pro- for gtatloQieqjjunme forward,jye shouldT 
|ti»scd to vnsettie.(to use^kia owneapres* begifibyendeavouringtcbBeviveconfideace, 

. ^ .aion) for a timcil^ allowing thesforge pf'o*^ We knodeed doom wkb one hand, and then 
^rtton of ifttO^men to vd^tcer iroipi raised with the other i but be feared that 
k into thn Jnm* Was this sort of geatlf the blow would be so stunning as t^^^r4 
•ancassioo all Ibe meeavenieMe tbat pro no hope of placing this estabTi&bmantfeb^ 
' J^ised It ffesaK fnm fgffo ho legs agate. A<kl suf^^ the hi|hiy^^ 
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rase, offi«Sei%, 

and vf U>e n^ilitia furnifthm|^>but1ti^ Tttlun- 
^tre, Svliile yo^ aVe adding 000 men to 
t^ir liUmbet*. l*hfcy would bettjtal^y use- 
Hpd nius^ either be dibhandtcl nguitt, or 
t*he^4(^‘ laviee^ust be efloWfcd by a new 
a<?t Vd.^<rf«nteef’ b&o into the line. The 
measui^ waS'AiH of absurdities, as well as 
of nsk.-^lbe disa'dvaiiiages were likely to 
lit 6(icb as no possiUe. a^lvaiitage couM 
compensate ; and wd should en<!anger the 
mil and annihilation of this hmncli of ser¬ 
vice* when we were most likely to .stand in 
seed of it* The o'lher'dan|i;(h’s of such ui 
peiiment hod been before fully stated by \\U 


riabt bon. relation near hmi(Mr. llatliurst) 
nese were, the shock that would be given 
fntbe militia, if the measure was successful, 
from which it would take a lon^ time to 
recovery its /otal inefficiency for many 
months, hy^ reason of the diininutiun of thej 
strength .ol the rompuiiies ; to which he 
would also arid, tlial the whole of whht re¬ 
mained would be rendered usejess for near 
a twelvemonth to cuiim, by the necessity 
of employing ail the iiotwcommisbioned o(h- 
cerf’to drill the recruusas they came in 
from the difFercut conijties.~He proceeded 
to the next cotisiderution, <»f no less impor¬ 
tance. M'ert* any advantages at all likely to 
accruft from it, or tp any extent f His right 
bon. friend fMr. Windham) l^d called it 
a tt^ere cortimutHtion of serxice, btit he 
Could not travel so fast with him as to ad> 
mit its claim even to that degree of reconi- 
meudation. Out of dqors, it had. been cal¬ 
led *• Robbing Peter to pay Paul." Nor was 
that accurate, because it was evident that 
utfldks Peterconscnled to be robbed, Paul 
oould not possibly be paid.-—'I'his, then, he 
would take as bis thesis ^ and he could np{ 
but admire the confidence with which his 
noble /Heed anticipated the success of this 
plan, lie wOs sure that past practice did 
not w'arrant this confidence, a.s he would 
shew that recent experience did wui^it his 
doubts. 'Look only at &tb results of the 
act of 1805., by wlTich tlw th^ minister 
proposed td procure from th&^ilitia seven¬ 
teen thousano voluntoerL ^id he procure 
dMt .number > Al^ t'um^ upon the an* 
veer to that question, ifo; be did not: 
be got.absHit fifteen Why, then fte 

entreated ihehouce toconsiderwbat we were 
about to do. "the some body, not 

merely the'same description of force, but 
frotnjpa aggregate of the same identiCalin- 
dijr^ak:, we were now; to be Confident of 
(jbt^niiig^&i000 voHmtcePi every^hian of 

* r ’ 


Irhofn reftisei to stir on the forri^krocfettslotfe 
111 1807, S’SjOOO individuala'wete 'to shew 
great alacrity to do that, which in 1805, to 
a man they rt-fused to do. This ^irexira?- 
VHgant: the act of parliemehf, though il 
cave the power, could not create tbe wUL 
He was awere that it misht be sard that the 

w 

former act imposbd restrictions and y^iila- 
lions, which were aOl to be ^ewnieVT under 
the present one.' which be should an¬ 
swer, that tiiose festfkiintis were introda-. 
cedto silence ibe'compjaintsof a lafgi* pro* 
portioti of the m^t rrlpectable of the miK- 
tia olHcers. If, therefore, they-were with- 
bnld now, though you may get a few meo> 
the otlier evil.would he aggravated, namelj*, 
the danger of driving, such officers out of 
your iwice.^—He was far frvim meaning, or 
wishing to overstate these points. • 1'lM*y 
were not random opinioine, but reasons gi¬ 
ven for them. These Jns noble friend might 
cantrqvert, if he luurflie means of (hitiig so 
—Ik' believed he could not. 'I'he house 
had hoiCtd ihp opinions of two or tliree rc- 
'5]>ectiible mditj^ offictv’s within these w;Jls; 
out of doors he had met with but one opinion 
amongst them* Tliey Vvere placed in a 
most awkward and invidious situation, and 
migiit nuturaUy feci some relucuuicc .lu a- 
vowing their objcctioi^, ami in deprecating 
the adopt ion of the measure, v\hen the y wer«‘ 
told, not as heretofore, that their men were 
wanted for foreign offensive operation, but 
that the safetyoftheenipirerequired thcsacri- 
fice.—I'liis was indeed, for obvious>n»asons« 
a cruel mortification to them. There cogld 
be no possible doubt of what their view of 
this project must be; of a project, which,*ia 
his contemplation of it, amounted exactly 
to this: that we were called upon to take 
this sorry and sickly expedient, ibis exhaust¬ 
ed, worn out, Uireadbarc remnant of a sys¬ 
tem, faulty and vicious in itself, as tbe sul>- 
Rantive foundation of a measure by wliich 
we w‘ere to be enabled to maintain our' na¬ 
tional nidepeiidence.. If we were really 
duced so low, which he "utterly denied, it 
was time to abandon all hopes of a sucees^ • 
ful issue to the great vont^ in lyhich vre 
are engaged—** Oretous paceni, et dextraft 
tendamus inermcff*^Let it n6t be suppu^ 
sed that such was his view of our situatioir,* 
feeling confide^ that, if our strength 
wisely called fdrtb and applied, Ave might; 
under PMVtdence, treat the'threats of our. 
jvmphteabtba^TersBry wiChdefiante.—On the 
third point, be shbuld not detain the house 
at any length, as it had fully and a^ 
expaHated bis bon, fefattou 
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bwttttliQPV* n». . m\^h was osiQr* 

rule4- -Dut of t&is rn^ted 'pWn 

had been adopted, a^d actuauy^'nHsed, as 
many men in three mdn^t as -the whole 
Additional Force bill had dope in one yaar 
and three cjuartcrs. These two rae^sureii, 
then,mightruisefron3 40 Io50tb6usm)d men«- 
Botb had been tried, and both had been 
found successful.—'fhere wcr^ two other 
points, nauiuly, the Volunteer Service and 
the Training bill, on wjjich be would wish 
to touch, were he not'fearful of abusuig 
ihe indulgence of tbfi house. With regard 
to tlie latter, he bad never discovered tbe-ne- 
cossiiy of its superseding the Levy eti Maasa 
bill, on which one step had beep taken^ 
viz. the enrulJmeut, and laid on the table 
of tbe bouse. The principle of both was 
admirable^ namely, that of making Qur 
whole efi'ective pn^ulatiuii military, by ro¬ 
tation. it was almost a sb^et-aiiShor of 
tAir safety, as it adbrded inexhaustible 
tiieans of supplying our army in case ..of 
invasion.—lie bod loolfed at it lately in tbe 
capacity of a deputy lieutenant, and be> 
lievcd that without some alteration, it 
would be found impracticable. As to<<tbe 
vulunU'crs, he rejoiced that they were to be 
restored to their old establislimcnt. .Ojh 
the re-appointment of inspecting field^oHi- 
cers, iliere was rfiuch diflerence of opinion, 
even aiuong^ tliuse mosf favourable to the 
system- lie approved of it; his own ob> 
servation fully justilled the opinion that he 
entertained of their value. He had seen 
none that had not honourably executed the 
<iuly intrusted to them. But there were abu¬ 
ses both iu this esmblishmcut and in.peraiaT 
uciit duty, which he severely coii^maed, 
namely, the field-oflicers ordering 'the six 
ins])ectfons, during t^e summer months, 
corps going on permanent duty, from 
one city to another, not ten miles distant 
—they should go at least thirty miles— 
should be,assembled in brigade, uiuler the 
( omme^iKling otlicer of the disttirt, and at 
a reduced expence, and should be all di- 
rt*cted to Isiain ^le lighi-iiduntry exercise. 
—With ihesfl^nipressiuijs and convictions 
bv’f-ii bis noblek Irit'ijrl would aIIow, if he 
ijclieved him'siiwro, that it wus inipussibl(% 
for him to sup^u Ihif •measure*, indeed 
:(it|ioskible Jur iiigyip ubstaiii from resisting* 
It. tdlher^utlemui reluc* 

tance with, himself iiuipposlng any mean 


.foriuer'occarioD.. In fact we bad now three 
distinct pj^s^^efore the house ; For the ne¬ 
gative pro{M^8hion of the late s-ecrotary of 
state .txitild hardly bo entitled totUatdeno- 
ftiiuation. The-iioblj; lord proposes to al- 
'low 38,01)0 mililia to volunteer into the 
line, and then to resort to ballot to raise 
^8,000 new militia. Hi& right hon.lriend op¬ 
posite to hiim(Mf. Y'orke,) approves of the 
lirst part of this plan, but suggests that the 
jaillut should bti resorted to, to create an 
.onuy of reserve. His right hoii. relation 
objects to tlie voluidecriug altogether, and 
recommends that tlje revival ol he army 
\>r reserve should be resorted to in the lirst 
instaiics, and suggest^other auxiliary mea¬ 
sures lor addit^etfectui^ly and expeditious¬ 
ly'to yppr military force. In every part ol 
this last proposition he most cordially con¬ 
curred. . In one point all three agreed, 
namely, ori tbe necessity of fesorting to 
ballot .in'^pne way or other. His ^nobU 
friend, ^ad on all occasions done ample 
justiev^'to ihe^unexanipled ellicienc]^ of tbe 
Ariny of .Ueserve b^, which was nalArul, 
he liavinj; been an assistant* adviser of it, 
and its able udvoente in that bouse.—But 
it seemed to be now out of favour with the 
liable lord. And yet he need not be re^ 
piio'ded, that in one month it had raised 
Io,00<) men; in two, ^5,000; and in about 
four in until?, Vfr^ Tittle short of 40,000 
uieii; he kflew the causes that had obstruc' 
ted its complete success, namely, tlie pre- 
vio'u s ball ot for (^0,000 inililiu, and the 
calling lorlh 4OO.0OO voli^nteers who were 
entitled to c.xemption from it. He would 
iccollcct that it was only suspended by the 
udininisiration that created it, and that it 
\vas their fixed iuieutiou to resort to it 
again, in case of any now emergenev, after 
a sufficient respiio from bajlot. 'I'he ma¬ 
chinery was all ready; the Ixirce to bp rai¬ 
sed by it w'ould be preferable, inasmuch a» 
it was m6re disposeable; and it would lie 
f4*ee frpin the objection of even unsettling 
the militia, Ajut wlTiit he should call tlu- 
aliuigcr.of annihilating it. As to tlie 
erilergencj, it now piesenlyf itself. 'Jhif, 
measure had been called expedient; he 
w.ould maintain that itVwas a prluctph^; 
#Ot indeed constantly, but occasionnlly 
operative, and when called into action, 
^extant of success. This now pro- 

* posed to revive to a certai^eiftgnt. In 


by giving oi^p step in rank- ft would be 
recollected that the government that wks 
H ljlikolvcd in 1^04* had prgp^s^ to ^^30 


udd^itioii to it, to raise 13 or baUttJion»LKufe of gpverument at such a moment, 


would agree with, him, that this w’as not a ^ 
tiiiiejto be cuQa(iliiJirnting away tl^ ni^y 
of the country- Ifud only a little heW 
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proposed to is done, wltli<Nit ft concotni- 
Iftot greater^evU, it ebftukl have bad his 
ftftppovt; the same time that be would 
have urged bis iiiajesty*s ministers to greater 
exertions. But this was doing worse than 
potbiug. At an early period o-f the pre- 
aem war, it was swtter of complaint (now 
universally admitted to be a most unfoun¬ 
ded one), that the government of that day, 
wbidi was unceasingly employed in eallin^ 
lortb all the energier of the country, that 
they had not done enough, and when the 
danger was comparatively trifling. He 
had not forgot an unanswered statement by 
hit noble friend opposite to him, made six 
months before tbc dissolution of that go¬ 
vernment, that we had at that time 700,000 
men in arms, and in the eigliib mouth of 
tbe war. Had we that number mow ? Had 
we any thing like it?*we ought, therefore, 
not onfy to n&ke up that deflriency but to 
go infinitely beyond it. And yet, says'a 
right hon. gent. ** do nothing.*' His answer 
should be, ** leav^ nothing undone."— 
Think nothing gained, till nought re¬ 
mains," nor consider the country safe, till 
all her means are brought into action. Did 
gentlemen recollect what was the enemy 
with which we had to contend? unfortu¬ 
nately we had but one, and chat almost the 
whole of Europe, under Subjection to, or 
under tbe controtil of our formidable and 
irreconcilable adversary. Since the pe¬ 
riod to which he had been adverting, we 
had seen that mighty conqueror, for so be 
must call him, advancing with rapid strides 
to universal dominion; in successive years 
maschtftg straight forward to bis object 
whfttever.it might be, looking neither to 
the right or tbe left, unchecked by difficul¬ 
ties, unappaBed by d^f^ers, always propor¬ 
tioning his means to his views, and, lbou(()i 
bravely opposed, always successful and tri. 
umphant \ in the midst of his conquests 
ever looking to England at the ultimate ob¬ 
ject of bis umbitious views, and mah.ng bis 
conquests on the continent the instrunients 
and tbe means of accompjitlnrg our ruin, 
4n 1804-, jlolland was tbe ally; 

she might now be cousider^^^ as an integral 
part of France. Spain w^s then neutral, 
now her naval fer^e was (^irown into the 
^scale^ hazily, indeedy^Jnsp^nsely crippled 
by om* Ipj^did^ naval acliiov^enU.* AVe 
pB%bt have other gnymi o sl— w e might have 
mm in a •quarter to which at present he 

f ^red^oiily advert.*To look at Ibis ap- 
c^-uipg storm without anxie^, s^^uk) 
*worse chan madne8l*witbont*hof)c^ if 
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proper efforts were made to meet it, voold 
be worse than folly. Of tbe latter, bow<« 
ever, be forone should leel but little mdeed, 
if he saw good reason to believe that our 
rulers were inadequately impressed with 
tbe former. How far the measure now 
proposed was calculated to authorise that 
persuatioD, it would be for the house and 
the country to determine. ^Vitii the an¬ 
xious forebodings that pressed on his triind, 
incase tbe house-and parliament should 
adopt this proposition, he had no option 
left him but to resist ft, with a view to the 
adoption of others more vigorous and less 
objectionable, to which be could give his 
conscientious support. 

Lord Henrt/ Petty was glad that his ri^ 
bon. friend who spoke last had been heard 
before him, though he was anxious to have 
addressed the house at the time be rose, in 
order to re^l a charge brought by the right 
lion. gent, opposite, against tbe late mi¬ 
nisters. He had said that they had aban¬ 
doned ■fthe intention of doing any thing in 
favour of Ireland. ..They c«*rtamJy hud 
done no such thing, but had with anxiety 
reserved to themselves a power to make 
representations on this subject. What the 
right hon. gent, said was contradicted, 
even by tlie garbled documents which had 
beeA surreptitiously published. With regard 
to tbe present measure, he was anxious to 
support any thing which could have tbe 
efl^t of a permanent addition to our force. 
The consideration then was,wbethv.vtliis was 
a measure calculated fiir that purpose. His 
hoo.friend(Mr.Whitbread)hadenteredupou 
tbe consideration oftbeamount of our force 
compaied with our population, and bad 
certainly taken the just view of the subject. 
He had included in his calculation some 
who were not properly part of our military 
force. But, however, without Ihesa^ our 
<force, compared with our population, was 
as great, if not greater, than that of any 
other country. We h::d about 400,000 
men in our army, and having besides 
30,000 foreigners ; we hail 150,(KX) in the 
regular army,. *20,000 artillery^pien, be¬ 
tween &nd oC/XK) militia, and 130,000 
in the navy, 'i'hcse, with from 370 to 
360,000 volunteers, formed nearly 2-]7thW 
of our population capable of bearing 
In one ol the^ust mtliury monarchies of 
Europe/ Where there was little commerce * 
and few manufactures, be meant Prutfiftft 
the proportion of those actually armed, put 
of tboee capable of bearing arms, bad been 
S-lftfaitf For any pcrmanciit force, moM' 
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tjian this, could not he foimd. This was a 
ryjost tssrniiiil view of the suhjt'cl, for if 
there was a momcut when we ought to he 
peculiarly cautious with respect to jinlitiiry 
measures, it was whia we hud alreiely ad¬ 
vanced to the iiatiiral* liiiiiis by which we 
ou^ht to he hounded in ynJinury casros. 
^)n that ground the present measure was to 
be considt lerj.—The <liii)gi'r he coiisid^ red 
as arising troni two siiUrces ; liisl, the ge¬ 
neral danger from the ,state (d llie conli- 
ueul ; and secondly, the particular danger 
(»f invasion imsing rAit of it. Tins view ol 
the danger would lunnsh us with principles 
to try the jiroju iely of the mcasuic. Now, 
we ou”ht to be cautions about alleriuc llie 
fcaisting force ; and certainly when i^ian, 
coiifchhedly of a temporary nature, was 
brought forward, it ought onl}' to have u 
lemporary cHhct on lormer establishments. 
Now, Ill these rcsjicrts, the jflau was ex- 
tumiely innierfrcl, lor iL went to uysetllr. 
the gieai existing jiiinciples of defence.— 
It would have hern expected, if'i*iY J)arl 
of our toice was Ui hitve hern destroyed, it 
would not h ivo hi eu the tnifiua. If tluTC 
was a time when that service ought to have 
been impnoed and encouraged, not aimi- 
hiiaU’d, was tlie moment. If it was 
good for any Hung, U \vas for the defence of 
tiic do.unlrv. ^At the inoiTient, however, 
when the aiTeiuiou of ministers ought to be 
directed to*tlic protection of the country 
itself, the mc’a&ure Ihcv jiroposed was one 
wbicl^jKiittt to disorganize this \ery force. 
This he conceived to be a most extraordi¬ 
nary step, in what could only be a tempo¬ 
rary measure of defence. The olTicers of 
the miliiia made many sacrinccs for the 
public advantage. Should even this mea¬ 
sure pass into a law, he wus convinced they 
would so far forgot the dogra Jaliim and in¬ 
sults offered to themselves, as to exon their 
utmost endeavours in seeing that the act be*| 
carried into proj)er eriect. IJuL it was ini- 
posbihle that government could again ex¬ 
pect to find gentlemen of landed property 
, these counties, step foriwird as militia 

» oflicers. There was iflwayyfi deficiency in 
the miliiia in this rospec^i^ere was so at 
the present moment; and the measure now 
proposed must go greatly to increase it, aiul 

I,_ this force of grt.ut part of the 

jcharacfer it now enjoyed. l'N^<yeed with 
an hon. gent, who had spoken early in the 
debate, that*tbcre was a great difference 
b^iv^en the falling on the voluntary ser¬ 
vices of the militi|]^ in the year 1799 Vnd 
the present moment. Then an incrcMe 
Voj.. IX. 
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was wantvl in the disp-'SHbl^ force of tlie 
country ; of course, in extending their ser- 
V ces, they benefited the counfty> wb'.ch 
had then no occa^iou for their proteciiou 
at borne, while those by whotc desire they 
voiuiueered, shewed that they esteemed 
iheir services as valuable. Now, however, 
the daiifffT ihreatened tliis country, and 
mstuad of looking for assistance Irom this 
legilifnaic constitutional foic*-, the govern¬ 
ment, by asking !hem»lo voltmlerr into the 
regular army, clearly inlorined them that 
as militia men, thev^cre of no use even in 
the very st-ivn.c for vvliuh they had been 
raised. The plan of the noble lord seemed, 
so far as the n»ilitia was concerned, to car¬ 
ry in it the seeds of its own destruction. 
I'ho noble lord in opening his plan had told 
the huuFc^ that there wore u iimuhei^ot the 
militia wlililn six months <>f the ijeriod of 
expiry of llieir service, and Oiat ihere was 
Vltle doubt of the wludr of them enlisting 
to the rcirular arniv. Tliis he thought 
highly unlil elv. T»v o‘>ing so, they could 
receive only 10/. of bounty; whereas, by 
lying by, and wailing the operation c-f the 
ballot, they might receive fiom .50/. to (iO/. 
in the lirst iiisiauce, anrl then the ad.ditional 
10/. for extending ihcir service. He ob¬ 
jected t») the measijie sl»)I more, however, 
because it went to dcAlroy the plan his 
right hon. Mend, from wliich, a> had been 
expressed by the hon. geiil^ below him,, he 
was of o}>inion, if allowed to take its fair 
course, his right hon. friend must derive 
immortal honour. The dociunents on the 
table shewed, that if experience was not a 
cheat and fact a fiar, that the plan ul his 
iglu hon. friend had completely su?ceedud* 
i’he rigid hon. gculltinen opposite seemed 
highly pleased wltpu hon, friend near 
him, (Mr. AVhiiuread) slated, that the plan 
of his right hon. friend, if it bad not done 
more, had done as mmdi as the Additional 
Foree act, and the regular recruiting, at the 
same Ane. These hou. gentlemen seemed 
now to think tliis nothing, but they were 
not always ^such an opinion. They had 
fo nierly lepi^ented Hit A<lditionaI Force 
act, as in itself niieusure of efficiency, 

while, ut the saiv time,they cuntetuied, 
it did not at all mterfere ?li the regular re-, 
crfiitijf^. ?'jr>Li»a4unguage, bu>r^r, w'as 
MOW' greatly cK?Kftg(l, au<k*they*?ttu)wed no. 
credit to the plan m" fiiT^iight hou. friend,.* 
*:dthough it had proved itself superior to 
the Additional Force ^ct, and ihp 
recruiting pombioed. lie disuppr&ve^u. 

conipiilsory service, which resolved yil# 

• • 
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ballot, as rai^ig up a competition against 
the regular rt^ruiting, tvhich it tould not 
stand, luupvVlch must always drive it out 
of the rfiarket. He thought that voluntary 
service should be carried as far as it would 
gn, and that the situation of tho sol¬ 
dier should be rendered as comfortable 
as possible, as an inducemeut for him to 
' cuter. He desired gentlemen to recollect 
• that this was not an emergency of a week, 
dr of a month or of a year, but one which 
would in v.ii prohabihty last for some time. 
If the house or the cc^untry therefore were 
content \Titfi a icmporary remedy, they 
decei\*cd themselves. He did not see that 
the plan of the noble lord could do aiiv 
good, llclwecn the two he preferred that 
of the army of reserve, on this principle, 
that if they were to lesort to a mode of 
coinpaisory service in the line of the regu¬ 
lar n c&uiunj^ tliat mode would do least 
mischief, as it interfered v. Itli no other po^v 
tion of our dtfensive forte, but allowec! 
ever}' thing to reniain settled and undis¬ 
turbed. On tb'* * uhjec i of making a diver¬ 
sion in lavour of "bur alli< s, the right bon. 
gent. ha*i tauntingly said, that if such a 
thing hud been thought of at an early pe¬ 
riod of the campaign by the late ministers, 
it might have been possible to have pro¬ 
tracted the war. He hoped, however, gen- 
tleniti) would reaoHect, that as, on the one I 
hand, it might have been possible to pro-! 
tract ihe war bj* sending a Hritisb force to I 
the assistance of our allies, so, on the other 
hand,it wasequaliy possible, wiihoiit beni- 
fiiing our allies by such protracted warfare,' 
th 4 t a considerable loss,iii British valour, I 
Br^tUl^lood, and British lives, might have 
been the consequence. The first expedi¬ 
tion under lord Cathcart was not attended 
with any great succtss,' not from any wjwl 
of ■ct)urage, skill, or bravery in that gallant 
ofBcer or his tro ops, but from what other, 
cause he should not say. He hoped the 
second eiBpedition under the comq^nd of 
his lordship would be more successful. 
The right Iron, gtyit. had sai(^ that it was 
well known that the lateVy^iers were to 
do nolhiiigjbr the Calholi/sof Ireland, but 
that thpy would have ^n'glad to have 
remained in pl^ce at th^expenceof sacri- 
' ^cing e very qieasureo f conc iliation towards 
them-\35us the nobJe’^^hSsd^ denied. He 
. had •thought, .ISoatJL^i'iy thing was more 
;dM,orioiJ& than another, it was this, ibaj 
^•ily had lefused to enter into any pledge 
advise his majesty to such acts as 
might thigk tote for the^nteefit of 


that body, and of the kingdom of Ireland 
in general,. If there, was any thing more 
notorious than another, it was this, tbVt 
the late ministers bad other measures be¬ 
sides the Catliolic Officers bill to propose 
for the good of thaS body. * If ministers 
really wished to provide effectually for the 
defence of the country, they would speedily, 
he knew they must, sooneror later, do some¬ 
thing to repair the lost conditieu uflreland. 

Lord Jlennikcr expressed his utmost con¬ 
fidence in the alacrity of the militia to ren¬ 
der all pobsible service to their country ; 
and he w.is sure that that constitutional 
force would conform with theutmost cheer¬ 
fulness to such arrangements as the govern¬ 
ment might ihinkxproper to adopt for 
slrc/rj,'’'^hing the national arm, and afford¬ 
ing due measures of defence and security 
to the empire. 

Tiie Chajucellor of the Exchequer felt that 
the present was a question of the utmost 
moment; and was therefore not surprized 
at the various opinions which had been of¬ 
fered in respect to the best mocU* of accom¬ 
plishing iho g/eat pfTrpose which was the 
object of the bill. Gentlemen on both 
sides agreed, that the present moment was 
one of considerable dihinilly, and required, 
of course, more tlian ordinary exerlion to 
meat the exigencies*of the occasion ; they 
acknowledged that and resour¬ 

ces of the country, should be brouglit forth 
as speedily and eflcctnally as possible. The 
only difference then was, as to the mode 
of acconiplisbiiig the great objeeV.®'* Toj* his 
part, he was willing to confess, that be 
conside red the militia force as of a most 
efficient description; and while it ap¬ 
proached the nearest to the regular army, 
was the most constitutional force wc pos- 
, sessed. One great reason which made the 
: transfer of tl?o militia into the line destra- 
i)le was, that whenever a peace should be 
concluded, the militia must be disbanded. 
He would ask gentlemen, whether, under 
tlie present circumslances. of Europe, 
such a peace would reasonably be looked 
I for, as woui'.l cnal^e the country to dis- 
I pense with su^l^a large portioil of its mili- 
I tary establishment, as the militia coustitu- 
|ted f He thought the house must agree 
I with him, that wc could not spare such a 
number ofiqjf^i from our means of deiWiiiTJ^ 
and itf,nUst be obvious to all, that there 
wa.s no other way of obviaUog the difficulty, 
and preserving such a force \p the country, 
than by permitting it in lime of war fo.vo- 
luQto^r into the line, wa? an eflectual - 
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remedy, and the deficiency thiisoccasioned 
vn ihe EuiliiiH would speedily be made good 
by iljc proposed ballot. Tiie right hon. 
gent, then entered into a long detail, in 
order to bhe^A ihe injrticieucy of the niili-J 
tary plan of the late nnuislcrs, and conclu¬ 
ded by a (Strong recommendation of uiia- 
iiimity in opposing tlie common enemy. 

Mr. WimlJto7ii ent^^red at large upon the 
comparative merits of the bill now before 
the house, tl'.e plan of the present ministers, 
of wliich tills was a part; and that military 
system wliicb be bafl brought forward, and 
which parliamdni h^d adopted last year. 
The leading ohjeclioii which he had to the 
present measure, aiid^o the whole system 
of which It formed a part, was, th^^J^fcavus 
only of a temporary nature, and therefore 
inap])licablc to the preseut condition of this 
country, which reejuired a military system 
of a permanent nature. For want of at¬ 
tending to thi^distinction, we had falluti into 
many, and he was apprehensive we should 
fall into still more eiTors, and hc^ feared 
some of them nngUt««])rove filial unless we 
adopted a permanent system : notliing else 
would serve us ; for the evil against which 
we were to provide was of a permanent rta> 
ture. The militia ofiicers had been made 
the mere vehicle for jpevuiting; and ijow, 
when the very had arrived at which 

they cxpcc^d to be called into actual scr* 
vice, in order to display that discipline and 
valour which they had been the means of 

exciting, their troopis were 
to be tal^i^ from them and drafted into the 
regular army. Was not this more degra¬ 
ding to the militia than any thing which had 
been done to the volunveers, as alleged by 
the hon. gent, ojiposile *J'he right hon. 
gent, defended at ( onsiderable lenglli his 
own training act and recruiting system ; 
which he maintained, from ibe returns on 
the table, had answered every purpose, ibr^ 
which they were intended. If bissystem had 
been allowed to talj^e its own course, we 
should have avoided the ruinous consequen- 
ce^bto our militia now resorted to, of filling 
iipthe stawlingarmy fforn l^t source. He 
denied that the late adl^inistratiou had 
put an end to the Additfom^l Force act; the 
fact was, it bad put an end to itself. The ques* 
was, shall we break up a solid sys- 
^tem for the sake of gaiuiii^^ temporary 
advantage ?—Whfte was the emergency 
whieb rendered such an injuriosis xneiuure 
necessary?—word or two now as to the 
volunteers. There was no system which 
owed its exUS^nce to zeal alone, that coaid 


long maiiitain any thing vd.ci a ronstaut 
number. Take av.ay theiri^lJ^lj^take away 
the iuipresbion of the moauait, Tiy which 
alone Zeal <‘ould be e.^reitt'd, and ihey 
would dwindle in point of numbers, 'as 
w.ell us hink into coinpU le inattention and 
indiirereuce. lie would ^tiil maintain, 
that ilio voluiitf'Crs under the present sys¬ 
tem, couhl never be made to diipl.iy to ad^ 
vantifge that sniric and energy which indi¬ 
vidually, no doubt,* the greatest part of 
them possessed. Even \\ithtiie assistance 
oi the siuiaier attempts of the hon. gentle¬ 
men opposite, their physical strength and 
moral courage could never be brought into 
action iii a way to tell us they ought to do* 
before he concluded, lie could not help re¬ 
marking to tiio hoube,asonecliaracteristic.of 
the sy'stc lit which he hud been conceited in, 
that there was not^Jobin it fr^m or^^ end to 
tile other, lie should certainly have been as 
Vappy as the. hon. gent, to have provided 
for old, worn out, and meritorious officers, 
by rccommejidiiig them to appointments 
under the volunteer system. He claimed 
its merit to himself, tluit such wus bis feel» 
tug; but he clctimed likewise us merits 
that he had, in compliance with what 
lie thought his public duty, suppres¬ 
sed the iiibiitutjon (the iiispeetmg fields 
ofiicers), by whichopporlyuities wouJdbave 
been aiVordeQ him fur that purpose. The 
hon. gent, looked to A fuc better fortune* 
They lestored the niRftus of their own pa¬ 
tronage and hoped at the same time to be 
applauded for what tlicy had done, lie 
chuiged the opposite side of the house wUh 
having not only taken advantag^^ when 
they came into office, of the cry of no 
popery,” but of having turned the cry of** no 
volunteers” also lo^oi^c advantage. When 
the general eleclioip came on, they ap¬ 
pealed to the volunteers, telling them they 
had been degraded and insulted by their 
predecessors; but now was tlif lime to 
shew tliitir loyalty, by voting for ministers 
and their friends, and^they would, in re¬ 
turn, restoi'^lhftm to their foriner splen¬ 
dour. 

Mr. thought thdf there was 

no ground Ibr siAposin^^ that the present 
measure w'ould completely counteract the ^ 
operatron oS ^di i^piaii of hop* 

gent. (Mr. Wmefaejn); ocaa&itffTswouW fres* 
quetitly occur in wmcR *ir^oul4 be necev’ 
|*sary to make an exertion for procuring a 
considerable accession of force; bul^uch * 
emerg^nqies could only produce a^em|W 
rary obstruction tu thu tj^easure, and 
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by no cnean^ubvertU, as bad been main¬ 
tained. Ueyliowever, could ndt approve 
of the mfiieriit plan, aud in particular ob- 
jcclfd to it on the ground that while ii 
called fora supply of force from the militia, 
it proposed to fill up the deficiency created 
by an immediate ballot. IIo thought that 
the proceeding implied an opinion in those 
vrbo proposed it, that the miliiia was not a 
proper force for home defence, for ,it was 
forborne defence only the present measure 
could be thought necessary, as the country 
already possessed a s^iUicleut force for'fo¬ 
reign service. 

Lord Castlerragk could not forbear 
making a lew observations even at that 
late hour of the niglit. lie lamented to 
meet with such opposition from ditierent 
quarters, and on such difierent grounds. 
Some did not think the en.ergency so ur¬ 
gent tts others, and thoicfure wore for 
adopting no measure at all. Some %ve.*^e 
for making greater, others h ss drafts from 
the militia ; while others cigain deprecated 
the touching it altogether. ' 'I he militia 
was allowed 10 be in a higher stale of per. 
fection, and to be more complete in officers, 
than at any former period for these 14 
years. Why, then, did it not furnish more 
facilities than at any former moment tow ards 
the object which it w'as now so neressarv 
to attend to andqo accumplifh ? Our m)> 
litary force was now more scatteu d abroad 
than at any former period : it was therefore 
more necessary to iced and compact that 
force than before, fie did not flutter him¬ 
self with a nearer prospect of peace than 
t!i« gentlemen on tlie other side:: but this 
lie,fe!t«Xhat our miUtary system should be 
adapted to both situations, and partake oi 
either prospect. When so c.ilculatcd, it 
might be framed at4d kept up at a smulk^r 
expence. As to the*right hon. gent, wlio 
spoke last but one, he seemed to lose sight 
altogether of the dangers which he former- 
ly dreaded from J'rance. Ills apprehen¬ 
sions on that score seemed wholly to have 
vanished, and all his facultiej^eemed now 
to be at^orbed in the adn^ation of his 
own milit^y plan, whic^ he seemed to 
think bad succeeded bev^d bis most san- 
guine ’dreams. , ^till, l^wcvdr, all that 
happy result was yet to co me. Mtere 
to looKj^I^t at the disla&»^ 1 f two years; 
and lb the inteiafe^ ^LsnaCns. were to expect | 
that Bonaparte would become grey, and 
no longer anxious for any thing but [>eace; 

we should be able to defend the 
^Cuntry without'uny theasure UIk tfiat he 


had the honour to propose. Such, how- 
ev:er, wa^‘n(»t the opinion of that great 
man (Mr. Tox), who was now no more, 
and whose extraordinary talents added 
such autborily to any opinion, he expressed, 
lie thought it necessary our military force 
should be raided to the utmost.piich, and 
such as shou!d*sur|jHss the proudest periods 
of our miblury renown. Let us compare, 
however, the clangers of the dbuntry, even 
at that day, with ubat they now were, and 
how would iliey appear increased ? when 
the powers of l!ie cuntinciit were so much 
less able to assist ua, and when wc had an 
enemy to contend with, fomucli morecou- 
fidenl of vtciury nud Hushed with new 
tiiumpb?. Bfbidc#<’ our disposable force 
unVTfb* .iggnivuled dillirulties was 

rendered less availaiilc Ij) the late adminis- 
tration, uhu iuid scattered it in so many 
directions,And who iiad made no preparu- 
liun wliaiever lowuids ave rting these dan¬ 
gers.^Oii the C4ih of .lani.ary the mo- 
ineiit Ihev should h.ivc been prepa¬ 

ring for some ae'ivc enlerf:ri* 5 e to open the 
cunipuign, tb 6 y disaifsMtd liuiii the public 
servH C csery ir.ujt-porl that was not abso- 
luU'ly necessary tt«r the 01 dinary routine 
bubinuf-s of the Channel service, and no¬ 
thing was left for offensive operations. 
Wlwtevtr expedition, therefore, it might 
have been prudent To^nyeflake, not a 
shadow of preparation was U4t to support 
iu By the former administration, nut a 
single exertion was made to rescue Prussia; 
she was suffered to perish before^un*yes'. 
Such was the situation in wbieh they had 
left tlie present ministers, with nothing to 
inherit fruin them but weakness, difficulties, 
and distress. 

Dr. Luitrrncc expressed his surprise, 
that, alter his majesty's ministers had de. 

; procated all personal allusions, the noble 
I lord should li;ivc made t harge^ of a nature 
i similar to that with whicli he concluded bis 
I speech, and should have taken the oppor- 
I tunity of making so encatidcd an attack, 

' when all the members of the late adniinis^ 
tration had Imoken pi the debate. ^Vi 1 aU 
ever was to bo^^^gretted in the distribution 
of the public forc^.by the late government, 
be contended was the necessary result of 
the impolitic measures of their pre deces - 
sors. He remarked, that beftfre*tEey^ 
could boBjlfstly censure^ for any of their* 
measures, they ought to be -permitted to 
disclose tlfe general plan, of, which those 
measures wore perhaps oifly parts. He'iJid 
not pretend to have a lAiowledge of what ' 
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bad pa<;sed in their council, but this much, 
huwever, he could say, that he understood 
the late administration had an expedition 
in contemplation, that would have been 
wortliy of the/n and of the country, and 
which the present mimsters would not dare 
to look at. . 

Mr, iVindham stated, thrtt the late mi¬ 
nisters i(ud left to their successors a much 
greater nunibhr < f transports than had been 
received from tiieiii. iT the noble lord 
tliought the hile iiiinisttrs had failed to do 
tiicMr duty in any pariiculur, he wished him 
to bring the matter before the house, when 
they might have an Opportunity of vindica¬ 
ting their conduct.—The question was then 
called for, when a dixis^n took place. 

For the second rcading^M bjl* 


Against it. 9 ^ 

Majority ..• 97 


Whilst strangers were excluded from the 
g.tllciy, tile bill wus read a second* time, 
and ordered to be comniitied. 

[Irish Insurukctiox Hill.] Upon 
the gallery being rc^ipened/we found 

Air. opposing the Irish Insurrec¬ 

tion bill, most particularly on the ground 
that he couhl not think it advisable to con¬ 
fide to the hands of any man, however re¬ 
spectable, the power ftf overLurning the de* 
cision of a jur^. 

Mr. IV^brcad proposed to restore the 
clause inflicting a penalty on magistrates 
who shall omit to give a return of those 
\vh<rtiV under them in cases where any sub¬ 
ject may think him*,elf injured, either in 
person, property, or family. This was not 
admissible, consistent with the forms of the 
house, unless an engrossed clause were> 
ready for that jmrposc. 

Mr. IF. Sw:fh proposed that in conse¬ 
quence of the lateness of the hour (nearly 
half-past four o'clock), the further proceed^ 
iug on the 3 d reading should be postponed 
till to-morrow. Upon this, a division took 
place; we could ifbt learn the numbers, 
J)iU tlie motion was lost by a considerable 
majority.—By this iitjie tlie^ause wus en¬ 
grossed ; upon the questif.'^^ that it stand 
part of the hill, there \y&s another division 
nearly the same as on the ^ust question. 

Sir J. Nt'Tvport then moved the alteration 
“^ortfie a u ration of the bill i'rointwo jears to 
* one ; upon this a third divisioi^o«4 pla>ce : 
For the motion ; against it 112 . A, 
longde batet^xtensuedoiiibe cjliestion that 
tlMf^biH do now plass. 

Mr. J. fF, IFarcflsxpressed strongdoubts 
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to the propriety of agreeidg tojtbe bill, after 
every attempt to amend it been rejec¬ 
ted. He was particularly a^oidshed that 
the house had negatived the amend nrent on 
the duration of the bill, and asked what 
the pe'opleof this country would think, we^e 
the Alutiny bill to be passed fur more than 
one year, though it was doubtless as neces¬ 
sary as this bill could possibly be? lie, how- 
ever,^ttck«owledged that the great weight 
of the aiulioriiy (Mr. GrattanV) which the 
house had heard in support of the bdl, ii>- 
duced him reluctantly to vote for its pas¬ 
sing into a law. 

Lord Milton was decide<i]y against the 
bill, and was determined to oppose the 
motion for passing it. 

Mr. Skcmiaii said, he could not agree to 
the bill in any shape; but most particu¬ 
larly the Amendments, which would make 
it in some degree palatable, ^ere rejected. 
Jf, said lie, the time of rcadiug the bill a 
third (line had uflurded me the best possi¬ 
ble opporlunity of (^'hvtring my senti¬ 
ments on it At such length as i chose, £ 
^hou]d not have profiled by the advantage. 

I certainly did wi&h, and mean, to have se¬ 
lected the fiileat occasion fur gi\ing fully 
my reasons for the abhorrence I tecl for its 
principle, and the contempt 1 entertuin for 
Its provisions; •but circumstances have 
since embarrassed my ^cigment, find I 
will state them shortly and sincerely. When 
I find the principle of th4||bill admiticdon 
the ple|i of necessity by all those to whose 
judgement and information J am bound to 
pay the utmost deference, when 1 find I 
cannot oppose tl)f;'ir acquiescence withput 
arraying tny knowledge of the fq^t oj^the 
real situation and temper of Irelind against 
ihoir superior means of iiiformuiiun, I feel 
Uie presumption ulfid ka^raidof takingupoo 
myseli the respousibtiiiy of an earnest en¬ 
deavour to persuade tiie house to reject a 
measure which I uni almost single in re*^ 
gardiiig as the worst, the foulest, and the 
(oolisliLst measure that ever solicited the 
sanction of^arliainenU but still more am 
I infiuenceow Observing in my tittcndance 
T>n the comniKec, where I to have 

shunned takingkany part, washing my 
hands, a^absc^iiig conscience from 
mgdd^jng.witb, qrtamperiug in any attempt* 
to m«id tha(2ji^^|?h is so hatefu^^u^ilnciple 
that it is perhapi-bi^ktl}|Wfslu)uId*cariy^ 
with it all its unequal proportiun of defor¬ 
mity. 1 say, 1 cannot but have been indu-< 
ced to forego my first determinaiidwby * 
observing that so nffiiny cfForts at luodinclv 
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of no enquiry after the writ till the Satur¬ 
day before jl!ie delivered He never 

knew that ifie writ was cried at Poole. He 
knew of a person who was not of uge at 
the time he received the writ, and who 
was of age ut the time when he delivered it. 
This person could not have voted if ho had 
delivered the writ immejiiateiy. This per¬ 
son was no relation of his, neither vvas any 
of the candidates. Me thought that person 
would have voted for Mr. Garland, but he 
voted for sir R. Uukerton. lie was in 
London, and took tluo writ to take care of 
it, knowing it would be in safe hands. He 
did not deliver it, because like a bill of ex¬ 
change drawn at forty days sight, he did 
not think it right to deliver it till the period 
when it should be obligatory to make the 
return [a laugh]. Me paid ^0 guineas for 
the writ ; it was what he w.is asked to pay : 
he was not repaid, nor oid he e.xpect to be. 
He knew from the beginning, lhathev'iitb 
to pay money for the writ, but he did not 
know how inuch. ' lie was prepared to 
pay what should be ask^.d ul him. On a 
question bom the chancellor ot the ex¬ 
chequer, he admitted tiiat he hud heard 
there were to liave been other can¬ 
didates, besides those who stood. On 
being questioned who, he answered sir 
Home l^ophiuni. Ills (Mr. Sf»urnej*s) son 
also was expecu h to have betKi a candidate 
[a laugh], lie admitied that he knew of a 
person w!io arrived v.ith the nio.it urgent 
expedition from Irel.ind, and voted for 
Mr. Garland. On a question from Mr. 
Jones, he admitted that his piincipul rea- 
sort for getting possessum of the w rit was, 
tha\ hitf son intended to have been a can¬ 
didate. He did not look for a receipt of 
the writ, because he relied on the sherifl’s. 
honourable characlfT. Xcither the shcAfl 
nor any other |)erson in Poole, knew thift 
be , had had the writ, till the proceedings 
on the present invcstigatiuii had been the 
means of letting them into the faeft—Mr. 
Spurrier having been then ordered to with¬ 
draw, „ yi j- 

The Chancellor of the Exficqner sain, it 
bad been oviiversaily adi^ted, that some 
remedy was necossary in^ie |i^esent prac- 
tice/of issuing writs. A Temea^jW-as to be 
by an hon. g£^t. on the other 
^ (xM*-.-Jlar^ham)- JP^y gentleman 
^^lllould lend hit -aid -tiTrender this remedy 
^ '5^ore perft'ct, and when it should have re^ 
‘^''■ceiyed the concurrence of the other bran- 
cMsdi the legislature, he hoped it ivould 
€e cOectual. With respect to the present 



case, be did not think it would be right to 
press hard upon the individual. But as.it 
was evident that the obtaining and delaying 
of the writ, had arii^en from some motives 
.not perfectly correct, he tiiought some ani¬ 
madversion should take place, though he 
was of opinion that any pUDisIunetiC the 
house should think proper to lullict, ought 
to cease, as soon as an op])ortuiiily to ter¬ 
minate it sboulcj be afl'urdecl by petition 
from the individual. 

The Speaker suggested that the first pro¬ 
ceeding ought to be b'resolution, that Mr, 
William Spurrier, in unduly detaining the 
writ for the last election for members to 
serve in parliament for the county of the 
tow^f Poole foj|>^7 days, had been guilty 
of a Bl u au hn < ff ^ie privileges of that house. 
Tiip question being put on this resolution, 

Lord//. Fetiv felt it was quite itnpossi- 
I blc to refuse his assent to the resolution, 
but fiom the unixtrsahly of similar prac¬ 
tices,'of which some, instances Hi lie short 
oflhatiuow behne the house had been couh 
municated to him very,recently, he ihouglit 
the individaai now under the animadver* 
&)un of the house ought to bo <ijbcharged as 
s(v>u after bis committal as possible, IIo 
urged the propriety of adopin>g a gf’neial 
roinedv for the abuse ; su( h a remodv was 
esfenliul to the honour and fbar;u:ierot iLo 
ljou;.e, in prelertnic to sovmty in a parti¬ 
cular instance. 

The Ckancvlli)r of the Exchequer said, an 
'non, gent, on the other side h ad, nm nosed 
to introduce a general remedial mc^uic, 
which he was sure every gentlemun would 
be ready to supjiort. He intended to 
move, that Mr. Spurrier be comniilled to 
the custody of the seijeant at arms; and 
thougii it was not parliamentary to speak 
of an undersUndiiig to that efl'ect, he was 
sure, lliat as soon as a proper submission 
should be made, the house would give tb.e 
relief required. 

Mr. Barham urged the propriety of a 
general remedy, and, \(ith a view to obtain 
some information calculated to jironiottj 
that object, pVoposed to call in a^d examine 
the messeoger«f the great seal as to the ge¬ 
neral proceedings'about the issue of writs. 

Mr. Jiose objected to the examination of 
the tnes.sengerpf the great seal,,who 
speak to ijpthing beyond the pratliceoT" 
his ofiie^. The messenger of the great seal' 
was particularly instructed to take no, fees 
hut those that custom^ bad establiihed 
(perhaps without right); five guineas a 
w^it for a borough, aud *twice as much fpf ' 
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a writ for a county or city. The principal 
TMilcciy for the abuses cofnplainecl of was 
to provide for ihe mjmediate delivery of 
the writ to (lie sheriff- It was then 
resolved, thdt \V. furrier was Ruilty 
of A breiuh of the privileges of the 
house, and he was ordertyl to be rorti 
mitU'ft to the custody of the serjeaiiV at 
arms. ^ 

The Cfiancef/or ttf the ^cheqvcr look, oc¬ 
casion to state, that thtscoiuinittal of Mr. 
Bruiuireti to Newgate on a former nigh^, 
was grounded on hjs'unqnaUficd relusul to 
answer questiohs- .This was an otfence, 
without the imimdiate punishment atid 
correction of whicli, ^e house could not 
proceed in any of llie invip-.'^'^ations 
quiries cssennal to its oonsii'tiuTflS’fi, The 
nature of the case enquired iuio, depended 
U|)on Uie facts that should be disclosed 
and discovered, an<l 5ulinittrd*of quite a 
difli rent course of pTOCcedrug. • 

Mr. stated, that the messenger ol 

^he great seal, and the oilier persons r^dereri 
to aileiid ,it the bar,•were no| at all irapli. 
caled in the criminal pait of Hie truns.ie- 
tion. lie then fore ni6ved, that the ordei 
for their alieiulancc be discharged. • 

Mr, Harham they moved, that the de¬ 
puty messengfr of th^cro-Aii be called to 
the bar. 'I'hij was opposed by sinJolin 
Sinclair, ancl the gallery was cleared lor a 
division^ biTt, after some discussion, the 
motion was withdrawn. 

Tkansfeii BiEt*] The house 
haviiTg resolved itself into.ii committee 01 
the whole house, on the Militia Transfer 

bill, 

I^ord M'tilon rose. 'I'he emergency to 
call for a measure so.opprcssive us this, was 
not, ho said, iiunle out. If the French 
fleets had been victorious, ..then indeed 
there might have bet ii u ground for some 
strong compulsor}' mtiasure. The niilitia 
was the constitutional force of the country, 
and ouglit not to he thus tampered with atirf 
degrafled, especially when the object at pre- 
stnl was not to procure a force tor I’oreign ser¬ 
vice* but foj the defence ofthe'couniry. It 
ww impossible now to ’ 


but on j» p&rt of It. I^eers were exempted^ 

I and clergynA aud infants, »nd lands in 
I mortmain. And on this account he wou»a 
always object to the militia, except so faf 
as they formed a^arrison for our homea^ 
It ought also to be considered whether the 
families of those who volunteered in this 
manner, were to be chargeable to the pa- 
ii*.!us, in the same manner, as if they had 
still coitlinued in the militia. Whetlwr 
thev were or not, the4)resent measure wm 
eciuallv objectionable. If they should w 
enlilled to the reli^, then this wooW 

imposing a most grievous burthen upon the 
pandies, which would be diarged both witll 
their faiuflies and with the families of tbo» 
who were to replace them. It their fami¬ 
lies were not to be provided for, it was a 
niofct crueU injustice to the men, and to 
those famiiiPS which might thus be left de¬ 
stitute. But lie had anotlier string ol^cction 
tb this mciv^ure. It had been clearly made 
out that it interfered very materially with 
the military plan of bft ri^ht hon. friend 
(Mr. Windham), a plan which the presenS 
ministers seemed to wish to subvert by is 
>,ide wind. This plan had been highly sue- 
cesaful for the time it had been in operation, 
tis appeared from the returns on the. table. 
Me knew it had belu successful in the coun¬ 
try, ami had the approbation ol those who 
were to curry it into ex?:culion. If- was 
said that liicre was an amergency, and th^ 
we must make a sudden exertiou ; but tRO 
danger ivas. that by these continued exer¬ 
tions the rounlry would be exhausted wheu 
die most pressing occasion arrived. Emer- 
oeiicies might thu8*be said to have arriHpd 
after the battle of Austerlitz ; afiemthaRrf 
Auersiudt, and ihaVot Friedlatid. nut the 
population of the country must ^ prepared 
for a long protracted, ^ar, which it could- 
,il>t be with these continual paralysing 
Wftbrts, resting principally on the landed 
properly. There was no vigour m the 
preseiAieasure, butif there was.^e should 
doubt of Its propnetv ; for by these exer- 
nona.we nlU 9 l^exl^au^t ofirselves before we 
iiadTun balf\r race. The plan of hu 


ice Ol Hie'couniry. ii luu -- . , 

^ look for conquests on i right bon. Irien^^low, was y c 
expect to stop the pro- lated for ouiwire^nt situation ; 


the contiiiput, or to expect to stop the pro 
gress of Buuaparte. At the first establish- 
jygg^t.pf the militia the sey/lce was in a 

f ireat measure of a persona] Now, 

lowever, it was merely a tax on coun¬ 
try, and a tai^ wliich, by the OMfation of 
the ballot, Oroutd be most partially and most 
unjustly levied. It was levied entirely on 
*the lauded prooierty, and on the whole, 
VoL. IX. * 


intended 


Iona* protracted tw. 



plan would be rising ,.-i_ 

day. The present measure would be coa- 
stantly decreasing in il» effects, and wi. 
ably do little good iUelf, but prev^ 
other plan*fr®mUaving its proper influenced 

3 U . • • 
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For Ihesc ffasons he had v^ed agaiiisl the 
Bieasurf: buj^ however, af^^r iLe detitiion 
of ilie house, he would not at present op¬ 
pose the Speaker's leaving the chair ; but 
he had thought it incuofbe^iit upon him to 
state his reasons for his forinex vote, and 
the grounds on which he Ihoii^ht the pre¬ 
sent measure not only useless but misthie- 
vout. 

Sir Thtitnas Tutton declared that howould 
father wish to uugipent than diminish the 
militia. But be bad strong objections to 
tl»e system of ballot, f n account of the ma¬ 
lignly with which it operated. The ballot 
niigbl fail upon a ni<in ol no property, or 
it might tail upon him (sirT. 'I’u^on).* As 
to tlic chances, they were on an equality. 
But loi 2o guineas he could procure a sub¬ 
stitute, and this was nothing ly him; mit 
it might be every thing to liie other, and 
theretAie itewas that the t.ix was grossly 
unequal. He thought the late minisiei's 
deserving of great praise for having sus¬ 
pended the balloti and he really wished 
that some means might be found, by which 
the expence ol thismeasuie ►hould be more 
equaliaed —Indeed, he entirely approved 
ol what the late ministers had done with re¬ 
gard to the continent, with one exception, 
and that was, that they had not promptly 
assisted our allies after the battle of Kylau. 
for then there appealed a prospect of stop¬ 
ping the career of jhe French, whpn they 
received this check from the Kussians. 
If he had had any influence over the coun¬ 
cils of his majesty, he certainly would 
haxe advised that « strong force should 
fcave beeu sent to the«cuiit]ueDt on that 
lie had alwajl^ disapproved oi 
tending expedirions to the continent to 
•ave Europe; htr it Europe was not able to 
save luelf; it was/iinpofsiblfl that it coM 
he done by Great BriUin. We, iherefoA, 
ought toieserve-ourforces instead of send-* 
log them on these foolish expeditions. 
But now/ whether we should be $t peace 
or not, we must ulwaxs be armed, perhaps 
for a Century- &uce we myt tben^ ar- 
mec(, in God’s naiiio» let unave the wree 
as cvDstilqtiuiial as we dffn. fie would 
"‘“■“Wy consent, how^r/to give minia- 
he force ^ey'wkiAed WKihe line, if 
thought it useful for harasaingethe 
, f/, jjf^ded it coul^be done Apithout 

'1i>e "evils an^l^ from the inequality of the 
.The principle of the army of rcif 
•enre, however, which bad'beeu so much 
IjlK^tfd upon by those who themselvqiiforiii- 
^ a aoitef pelickafreimeiBilaatbottse, 


l^e thought even more objectionable than 
that Aow |:iropo8ed to be adopted. It was 
trup,inort men were procured by theReserve 
act; but at tiie same time it occasioDed a 
great deal more hardship and oppression- 
He expressed his «p)*robation of the volun¬ 
teer system properly conriucled. This 
ought lo be eucouriiged by paying the volun- 
tfcrs for their luss of tlmc.^ He thought 
some inspot ting fitid-oflicers necessary, 
und observed that the expence of the whole 
was small m comyiarisou with the bcuolit. 
lie domed, however; that the numbors of 
the volunteers wore so great as they were 
Siated. He cimcltided byeayiiig, that he 
should have no objection to the measure, 
the ing|ytf&hty of the ballot could 
be • 

Colonel W^od had hoped, that in the 
present situation of the country, afl parly 
coii^idcralfjns would have been laid aside f 
and expressed his astonishment at the sen¬ 
timents that had been promulgated on this 
subject. With great reluctance he gave 
bis consent to the det^Moration of iluit most 
constitutional force, the inilKia; but whnu 
he reflected on the present btate of Europe, 
it-was impossible for him to withhold it. He 
thought, that the plan of iiis noble friend 
was the only one that could give the desire- 
ablb force. A righS hon. ^gent. hod last 
night said, that we had nothing to appru* 
bend, because Bonaparte and Ins army were 
at buch a distance; but in six months they 
might be on the o[.poMl.e shore^.,J^then 
entered into tbe best mode ofdeleiSte in 
case of invasion, and recommended strong¬ 
ly the ercciton of Martello towers, and the 
lortiliiuiions of our arsenals and dock> 
cards, winch were now unalde to resist a 
siege of u lorlMght or three weeks. He 
shou Id give the prt^seiit question his decided 
eupporl. 

Mf. Davie* GMi/, although he could not 
approve, in every point, ot the plan of the 
late right hon. secretary of slate for the war 
department, yet thoiighi that, if sufl'ered lo 
proceed, it would be very productive, an.i 
he regretted^ that the noble }ok1's plan 
would interfere with tt. ^lil), however^ it 
appeared ’ that aiMne sort of compulsion 
was necessary 'to provi4e a large militalry 
force, but hO.did not altogether see ^lw^ 
utility of volunteering from thd^milui^ 
and e3i|K%il|ed bis preA^teMc of a ballot dii. 
rectly for tb« army- As a majority pf the 
bouse, boit^er, had determuei in favour 
of tbe noble lerd^ plae,. be should cheer¬ 
fully acquiesce jie tSiai tfetanom 
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I)<%ft*DC6 act w^s about to in enforced ; for, 
they leasoned in this way,* that it' tb^ty 
must serve, it, was as well to do it,in one 
way as in another. lie conclutkd 
declaring his assent to the measure. 

Lord Cochnne thought the unequal 
operation of the buDol the most serious 
objection to the plan of the noble lord. At 
the sujne time, lie entirely approved of per¬ 
mitting the militia to volfaiiteeriuto the line: 
the present emergencyVulled for a large dis¬ 
posable force, and thought the best way 
of getting that force was the one proposed. 

Colonel Bagvieil did not think the oume 
ricul force of the line wouli! be bo much 
increased as seemed to be anticipated. 

Mr. Windham rose, not for tlie purpose 
of going at length into the consideration of 
the bill, bflt because some very important 
points relating Ics this subject been 
mistated. ^be gentlemen the other 
side seemed to confine their attention to 
one or two points onjy, of the measures 
which he had brought forward ; but there 
were others, such as the Training act, which 
they had abstained from speaking of gl- 
togf'ther. If the noble lord (Cafttlefeagh) 
only found fault wi.th some particular 
points of his biU, he would allow that, 
like all other bills of a general nature, it 
was capable of improvement, but he would 
not allow that there was more to be cor¬ 
rected *or supplied than in oi<:er bills,of 
this nature. He was ready to join Um 
noble lord, or any other gentleman, in 
correcting whatever part of his bill might 
require correction. When he had brought 
forward the Traiiiingact, it was hisj9j)l^li 
that it would constitute a great reservoir tp 
feed and supply the regular army, 
could not couceivf what title the plan ox 
noble loro bad to oe called a grand 
measure, even to meet an emergmy. 
What was it more than the difference 
betwe^ S6\000 men raised for {he miHti^ 
and the number which the former plaii 
would have raised ^ He {bought that, it bad 
very little clito Indeed to the character of 
a grand meawc. He did not, however, 
wish to press* conBideratMu farther at 
present, a^fSere would be another op)>onu- • 
uity of diBcussiug the meritl of the bill. 1^. ^ 


^ Sir 0. WarrtndeT repeated h^^mcr ar 
giiments on this subject, an^xftiitcudt-d 
that the di^^posablc force now existing was 
amply sufRcitipt. His grand objr'ction to 
the noble lord's plan was, that it applied a 
temporary remedy to a permanent evil, 
while the plan of Sn right bon. friend 
opposerl a peimanent remedy to a penim- 
nent evil, <1* a praj)er object fur expedi¬ 
tions presented iisellj heVas far from dis- 
app-’oviug of them, provided they were 
properly conducted^ When the rrench 
were driven out of Italy, and an expedition 
was sent to the Helder, which at firiJt pro¬ 
mised to be successful, he thought that a 
good ground existed fgr the volunteering 
■ of the militia into iiiffe. 

But now there was no opportunity for any 
great expedition, and therefore he thought 
this measure of veiy little u.y, while it 
occasioned a great deal of mischief. But 
after the decision already come W, he 
could not expect to fuccecd in any oppo¬ 
sition he might now give to it. if ought 
to be considered hTiwever, that the regi¬ 
ments were for removed from their respec¬ 
tive counties, and that a great deal of diffi- 
cuhy would attend i!ie collecting of the 
.. recruits. If the measure should pass into 
a law, be should uudcaibiedly do his endea¬ 
vour to giye It effect, NotwiLhstandiiig, 
however, tlai partiality he full for the gen¬ 
tlemen on his side (the opposition side)— 
a partiality of wbich be certainly had no 
reuser, to dC ashamed—be assured the gen¬ 
tlemen on the other side, that he would have 
opposed this measure though it had come 
from those whom he thought much better 
entitled to his confidence. 

Mr. was of oj^inion that our 

regular force ought to be much augmented ; 
and though he approved of tfils measure so 
far as it went, yet he thought that the 
addition *of 36,000 men* was much too 
small. It was not enough to have a force 
H large enough to meet the enemy at the 
^nset. We ought to have a reserve in 
case we lost one or two .battles, fie 
• WM surpriled that so fittle stress had been 
laid upon the training ofi the population of 
the country ; as the population of our 
enemy was military, it was necessary 
Jss’^^Wt'^Qurs should be military also. The 
• actual enforcement of some measure for 
training the {»eople, would iiavc the effect 
(^ bringing jnony recruits into the line. 
Tjis had happed in the case of the Army 
^ . of Re^rve at tliat time many had 

rntcred tb'af iervice from the idea that the 
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was itmis wish iiodr to answer at, anyJpugPi 
the objwtion which bad ^eu thrown Oat 
against the conduct of.the late a.dministn^* 
'tion in the remission of fines to the different 
parishes,. He should barely state, that the 
question that point was, wbett^i*Qr Jtnt 
those fines cojld he levied witboiit injpa* 
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iSce ? -It was not stating the iDaq^ correct- 
'ly to sftj, that by tins nieatiB* parit-bes that 
liacJ rpadeno exerttoii, and bad incurred w- 
expODCe, weie placed e'xactly on a lootuiji 
with those who had made^exertion. Th« 
fact was most notorious, that ihert wo.rt 
many pansies that used every excriion 
which the law allowed, and eouM bv no 
possibility obtain the men, while 
obtained the inep by exertions ' whirl 
were not allowed by iht» law. I'he <]ut s* 
tion then was, wbei^r those latter jm- 
rishes should have''an advantage over 
those who had done every thing which 
they could legally do, without bring ahh 
to procure any men* The diDertiu e be. 
tween the present bill ami the one be hu<l 
the honour to propose, appeared lo bin t< 
be exactly that difTereiue \vl»p:h was dr- 
abribdd by bis iioide tVieiid (lord ItliitmO, 
when he ttecr hed it* as the difitinit» 
b tween a present und a pefi^aneiit nied- 
sure, lie denied tiiut .my inru&ure ot‘ lll^ 
bad produced the'chuiimiiion m the num¬ 
ber ol volunteers w Im li hud hr< n stand. 

General Tar/i fon, said that the* inrasuro 
of the right boii. gent, had mtainly cou- 
trihuied very murh to d.^pust the xolun- 
teers, as In* himseh hud vMims-.ed in iht' 
diiferent d;s>incts \Mih ^‘hi< h he v^ab ht &'t 
jtcquuinted* He could* not agree with 
the 6pii)ion of ^hose who itaied tlmt ih» 
sospecting he)d>uthcers weie ot no use, 
ftzid that their duty could be sullirieutl) 
'discharged by the general cdlicers ol tin 
district* Tlie district which be conimHiid- 
fdr comprised seven Knglish counties, apd 
ji|^*elch ones, and ]7(^ volunteer corps : 
It^oaki be al>;;olute]y imikjs&ible that one 
:jg|BDeral of a district should supennUndso 
corps who were widely dispersed 
" a>ver bis .district. /lle*wa8itberefore vt^y 
{lad that such power was lodied in tfM 
in^^cting field-officers. He considered 
that the improving tlie nature of the volun¬ 
teer forced would supersede tl f necSisity ol 
the Trainiog act, and many otheroppressive 
measures to wbicif the psppl&nuist other- 
eubject. He thui^t most highly 
niiluw lorre, and lym a much better 
^^Uloioo of tliern than o^he* H’cond batta- 
HecoDvdered that tbeV^litia regi- 
ipossessed in a higji degree the health 
lamina of the country; and*ir the 
..'^pgfi^ and irilh militia would readily in- 
t^robaoge their sendees, he considered thatt| 
l^re would be no cx:cttbion for the present 
t«asty«. It was merely because 4^ did 
$ad the supe/ior^ffi^rs iifAe,militia 
« • a . 



ready to^ make this interchange, that he 
lhuughti)||||rhirable to draft from the milw 
lU. Tie Was surprixed that genllemeu oe 
the other side ol the house should not per* 
ceixc anemergenry which called fur extra* 
onhuary measure)*, the first general 

ol the age hail Uil^jpltd such an iinnxeuse 
army, and Uiis now more completely tCt 
*eisuie Ih.ui he was at any fprinei period^ 
to direct his entire atlention to the subjiu 
giiUon of tins couiury. He had seen ma¬ 
ny of the second U-ittalions, and Irom the 
tuuiiher ol ho\s among ilu ns, he (onsider* 
od that they \\ei> nnu h •initrior to the 
milaia rfr*giaicn?> as they vvere at present. 

Mr. SjKru' Lf-rte tthserved, that the 
■ minty ol r, to «Inch an hou. 

(^fv?'W?f^l»lgtol^) hrh-n^^d, wliohad 
taken a piirt in this debate, hodt iuph 'td 
iiKaths roiiir. ry to law to raise lOi n by 
crimps am# c.\ce ssjvc hMuota s. Knio\ mg, 
da lu did.tne hardships mu used upon neH- 
viduals hy llie dide^ni niwdo of appUing 
the bt*J|ot, be sill! rousu er* <1, ih.it the ar- 
iny til reserve plan via** an and chcdp- 

er means i 1 r.ii- ! ri-en, than lla- plan j «o- 
posed l)v ihe 111 .hie loni. 1 le »-\| it (J 
dfinht xxiiether the supph-nu i.ial 
could l>e raised ii. ihe fnii j i(;pesed 

i»y the nieasur*, x\l.;Ut there xxa- a certain 
{•nrporl i/ii 4>ithe ronner sup| U‘i>ieiilul iiii- 
liti.iul present serxhig in ifn lOiiu'a. 

L* rd Casthrr t^h roph* d, tMil Ihi objec¬ 
tion vxaSvH ie^al. not a [.ohiu ai one, hut 
(1(dared t to tie (iis o) luum, iui.t alter the 
suf'plenit iit.il mihtia had been r«*duc*ftd or 
incoipoiat^d with the ongiind iuiliiia, it 
WHS pule* ily lompetint to nis nn.jesty and 
ihe le^^ioiaiure to rail out the amount of 
suppl^^nn nia) inilitia pro)>o>ed. 

J'he house then resttlvi .1 iiselfinto arom- 
iriittieoi) the bill, ui winch the various 
olanks were filled up, alter mudi dis¬ 
cussion, conformablv to the get^^ral out. 
line of the plati opened by the noble framer. 
When the bill had been gone through. 

Lord Cu9>iU rea^h rosl* to propose at lau'-e 
which shtiujd h.tve fur its objeet, to allov? 
the mihlm an optiem either to enter into 
the aim) lor the term rd' 7 y^ars, or lor 
lilc. He by no iiftmns cont-eivcd that ihe 
plan of the right“iioi.i. gent. (Mr IVindhan^ 
held out liiose superior inducenients 
gentlemen on the other side uppe^ed to 
imagine.^ lie could state oilecircumstauce * 
that stroojdy inclined him to think th^ it 
did not. ^Vhen it w'ab judged neccssiny to 
enoouruge men to vbluntmr^^m ti^ie niiH- 

lit^for Ure expedittoo to tlw teri^ 

a' 
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givf'tii were ten guineas bounty'to every 
man who volunteered for geuerUl service 
tor five vears in Efwropc. At the same 
tin)e,.iord Cornwallis* who was then lorn 
lieutenant ul IreiRud; thought it would !ie 
better to ir^ wli^her^e could not get the 
lueii to volunteer from the Irish inihtia fur 
general service for life, h'or tTiis' purpose, lie 
proposed lO^ineas to those who enlisteii 
for five yeais ; ami ll jimpeas to those who 
fihoujd enlist ior iil«, linil yol put of <).00(’ 
who ^jsted, there were only about SoO 
whoiflU not picltr the a<!dMioftal t>vu gui¬ 
neas with the euriciition ot S(‘tMn^ior iile. 
This was a i>ir^g fact against the measures 
of th^ right hon. gent. He thought that 
the gentlLMnen oil the o^^side, ought ^c- 
be very glad that such ai7oy^|iMC*finity was 
uffonled of imuicdmiely comparing the el- 
lect of the two svstenis. One great ubjeci 
which luduced liiin to bring in •the clause, 
WU9 ciie'senoiu niibclnef winch w’ould result 
irofji discharging sui li a large pro|)ortton ol 
an army ni<iie same year, as they •would 
become entitled to 4:eir uischurge nearly at 
the same rn:ie. 

^^r. //'. had one-general ohjcc- 

tion a:;amsl oiienug (he option proposed yn 
tilt; clause, because it would mateiially in¬ 
terfere with the system now in existence. 
'J’he necessity ol hrmjing up such a tlAuse 
was a stn.fig atgunicni against the ineasun 
of the m>bli* lord. * 

The Srcre/ffri/ at irar,\n confirmationol 
the argun^^nt ot ins noble friend, slated 
tMatll.elurcc that would be raised within the 
present )ear by this measure, and by the 
ordinary recruiting, would amount tc 
48,000 men; and it so large a proportion oi 
. our military force were to be entitled to 
their discharge at the end of seven yearn, 
it might be productive ot niuph mischief* 

Mr. IJit/eton siiould give a decided tie 
unlive to tins clause, thus snireptiiioublvi 
introduced into the bill without notice, to 
suUvd^ the system at present in force. 
Why hu<i ^hr cluusb not been produced at 
iiirst on the face of the bill f 

^ThtiC/taiicelhrqfthmExc/ie^iiery to correct 
tbe mistake 61 the hon. gent., reniinded the 
committee, that bis noble Irieiul hud, in 
the first insiance, stated* his intention to 
forward this clause in the coinnnttee,. 
The i^ascn whv they had not introduced 
^hv clause on the face of the bfll^vas, that 
bis^ohie friend wished to take the sense ot 
the house oi* the general principle of his 
measuf^ on the second reading of the bill, 
* |y|Uiout endiiugdS'ing lU adoption, if there 


should be any general objection tq, such it 
clause. ^or the same reasoin be choaie to 
take the sense ot the committee on the 
claub^which, if rejected, would not affect 
the general measure. This eiiiislmeiu was 
to be only of a temporary nature, and 
ihtTefore, to allow the. op; ion would mH be 
to depart from the imiionn permanent 
inode ot recruiting. On tiieir own pnurd«< 
pie, tlif' geiitiemen opposite ought to agree 
:o the clause, because,though their system 
was at tirtt ta apply to all men serving m the 
arniy who had servccbSl years, they had 
oeeii deterred Irom Hcnng upon it, when 
ihey fuuud that the number to bediseburg^d 
amounted to 6,000. To be coaaittent 
tlierelure, they who. were afraid to dis* 
charge 6,000 then serving, but not raised 
umier the yiuvistous of thorsystem, should 
not object to givjng an option that would 
have me ctfecC of preventing the whole of 
large a force us 23,000 men, not raised 
under tliejr plan, irom being entitled to 
their discharge at the s^nie time. ' 

Lord 6*. Cavendish argued dgabist the 
clause, and conteuded, tuat it wduld be 
nugatory, because for (he same bounty any 
Quin must prefer the liunied to the unlimi* 
led period of •<rrv’ire. 

Air. liabin^i>tan ft It ratlier jealous of any 
measure that went to disturb that which bad 
already been Jaid down hit limited si^Vvice; 
and frqm which it was most natural to ex** 
pect the most beneficial result.~**A icAtf 
conversatiodlihen took piiu'e on tiie merul 
of the clause, between lords Castlereagli 
i.nd Mdtun, general Lhipps-, Mr. T. Jooeft,* 
Mr. Ward, general Tarleton, Mr. 
the Secretary at War, and Mr. l^ooktndt. 
Afterwards a division took p‘ace : For ths 
Clause, 73; Against it, 10; Majority, 63. 
Wie house bdiug re&uiaurl, Mr. Hobhouse 
A'uught up the report, which was order ed 
to be received to-morrow. 


• ilOUSK or, LORDS. • 

IVciinesdayt Ju!y 29 * 

[King’s Mrssagks Relating to Swe- 
DLN AND I^l^usMiA.] Lovd tiotckesbvTy 
moved the ordt r of the day, fepr taking inito 
consideratiui the.gracious cummunicatilons 
which he yesterday honour of deli- 
vesingato the hou^. Jn moving an 
of thhliks til his majesty for these ooiniin^ 
nicatious, he only follov^d in furm* tbe^.' 
^usuul proceeding of the bouse;*and as to 
the abject itnd matter of the first of tbedl^ 
he di(| not anticifiaie any material ^bj«e« 
lioDf Ii*simply ^bounced, thit % 
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llAil been entered into with hu Swedish 
maji^sty to subsidize a certain number ot 
Swedi^i troops to be employed on a partt- 
cular service, and which treaty reste^n the 
basi^ of the iormer one: the only dirarence 
being, that instead ot 14,000 men lor 
^ which the toroier treaty stipulated, the pie- 
'^aeaC trea^ made an addition of 4i<00 men 
to the former, making in the whole 18,000 
•leo ; the adciitioti ui be on the same tonus 
as the number of trpops originally stipula¬ 
ted. With respect to what * regarded 
Prussia, there could rcarcoly be any diHer 
ence ot opinion; as the urgency of his 
iPmssian majesty’s affairs appeared to re¬ 
quire It* borne adxaiices oi money had 
been made to relieve him. In addition 
to the 60,000/. advanced by the late 
administration, his majesty’s present go. 
<vernment had made a lu^Ltier addition ol 
400,000/.; the other a«(fisunce in arms, am- 
^BuniUuD, &C. amounted to 200,000/. 1 beSb 
wei^ the sutps to be made good, and the 
object of the addret^s he was at>out to mo\e 
was, Uiat tfaAr lordships do toncur in ma¬ 
king gOod the sums. liiH lordship con* 
eluded with mot lug and reading an address 
to that effect. 

JJord JIo//aad wouM not object to the ad- 
idress; but, at tlie same time, be could not 
help observing, that he was at a loss to 
4 eoiiciffve the grounds upon •which minis- 
tara proceeded in maiking this second trea- 
if they saw that his Swedish majesty 
WU unable to carry the hrst in|p execution, 
19o doubt his Swedish m^esty wobld have 
done every thing lu bis pow« r to fulfil his 

4 be Carl of Lovdcido/c felt very anxious 
« to be informed, if the papers upon the ta¬ 
ble contained e\ery thing which his majes* 
ly’a ministers had ^one towards procuri^ 
continental co-operation, and more mtis 
mai^y cementing ou« continental cooiiec- 
taons and alliances, if they bad done no 
more, boW could they justify the laAguagt 
which they put into his majesty’s speecli, 
at the close of tb^ last session } A pom 
pousparagraph was there int^duced,p/hub 
held forth the country the assurance, 
anunj^ters had been eiiipl6|^ in draw¬ 
ing wiatm the tiH that connm^ us with 
• iNc“Sp** and in preparing the means* of 
e» 4 >piistK>n and concert, by which*alone 
rational bope'dould be entertained of re- 
SUttog the ambilion of the enemy, and ol^ 
finally procuring a solid and safe peace, 
r hurcly, whatappeaved from the paper# now 
the tgbiei opukf cootribotiTUttk or 


nothing towards the accomplishment of 
that object. With what views then could 
umiisiers have introduced into the king's 
sj^cb, this big promise of doing a great 
deal, while in effect they had'done nothing, 
except with the invidious one of endeavour* 
ng insidiously to contrast tlieir owncondnet 
with that of iheir predecess^s in office ’ 
Lord Hawktsbuty thankeo^be noble lord 
for having afforded him this opportunity ot 
expUiidtion. The passage in the speech 
to which the noble loid had allud^^pro¬ 
mised no idore than bis miijesty's nmlsters 
had been prepared to perform. Their'pro* 
positions to the continental powers were 
uotco'ifiiied to what appeared m the papers 
Oftw bef ore ibg t#^ord8hips,‘but enibraced 
offers of lllllCngreater magnitude incase 
ot further and more extensive co-operatiqp, 
But thej still kept pace with the efforts 
which tlioA powers were likely te make, 
and ijrith the degree ot effect with which it 
was probable tlie^ might Itc attended. Un- 
lurtumtelv, however, the hd^es ot this 
more effectual and successful co-operation 
weie now at an end, and no moie pecuni* 
ary advances had been made tcj our allies 
than those referred to m his majestys 
message. * 

Lord Holland herp took occasion to in. 
vei^h against the principle nf bolding out 
to foreign powers the teniptatirn of subsi¬ 
dies, in order to excite them to take a part m 
the waf. He huiiaelt had witnessed the 
mischievous effects of that pnrerple, it 
was one which he should ever reprobate 
and resist, as influencing the conduct [of 
this coutitrj, with respect to us continenul 
connections. The attempt prematurely 
to plunge other powers into hostilities had 
made the most unfavourable impression 
abroad. Soofa allurements on our part 
seemed to make the subjects of the sove¬ 
reigns in alliance with usim^ine that their 
govc mments bartered their blood for Bei- 
tish gold, and so far th^t idea went to de¬ 
stroy the moral energy by which they might 
wield the physical strength which we were* 
so ready to purcbdke from them. He 
should ever set his face thcretore against tffe 
throwing out of snch entfcements, and he 
had seriously to regret that we had tOO 
long and too often acted upon tba^ Ft 
ciple. 

Lord* Mufgrmii was astonished to hear 
the noble loyd indulge m such observations, 
and impute to bis majesty'^ government 
motives and views which ^ad uevcf%uide*d 
tbgir conduct. Where wia ^ proof that 
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LU majesty'* present ministers ever heW I <***•*■ it vrjs known to have been in tiie 
out subsidies as allurements and entipe- contemplation of the late adraimstratiTO 

ments tp draw other power*4nto the' waf t I to bring forward a measure, little, dtf* 

and what opinio most the noble lord en- ferent from that which was now proposed, 
tertaiu of those powera of the continent, h|rt with which, of course, the noble lord* * 
who, while their croafhs, their dominions, on the %ther a^ would not be much dis- 
tlicir honour, their .independence, every posed to quarrel. lu that liope, be should 
tiling dear and sacred to 'such person- move that the bill be now read a second 
ages, were threatened with utter ruin, I time. „ „ , v . 

could »till renTain unalarined and inert, and j l-o^d Hnlland rore, not to oppose the 
be prompted into actroq only by the influ-1 principle of the bill, or perbaM even its 
eiice of British subsidies ? Such a snpposi- provisions, though there wer»^K)mo qf 
tion was loo absurd to be seriously attend- them which he w:slied»tq see amended, tot 
ed t 9 ; and as to the system of the late ad-1 lo give it an asseutp wbicbp howcverpj|W 
ministraiion, to whfi.-h the noble lord so wrung from him with sorrow, mod 
fondly referred, and seemed so anxious to the gnpe of an eatreme and lamentable ne- 
bring under discussion, bc.^^uld fairly SHjfv I eessity. He felt it to be a necessity not 
that the inertness and folly^fttoar. admi- only painful to his feelings, but degrading 
nisiration, had furnied the heaviest obsta- to his character as a member of that hoaae. 
clt with which the present government had How long was the^ imperial parliament Iq 
t6 struggle,. They had nevei* prepared continue to legislate for Irelandin ibc spirit' 
any one practical means by which our al-l^f this measure, that is, in defiance of tho 
lies could be assisted, or lliat could inspire best dprinciples of the constitution, in the 

them with the luipes of contending success-1 blessings ot which we* cannot allow 

fully* with the common enemy. Their unfortunate country to participate? Wera 
measures were adopted without foresight, | these the promises—are these llie fruiU of 
conducted without energy, and,consequent, j the union? But, if he was compelled to 
Jy, had produced a-y dfiact. The question submit to the humiliation and the hardshi^^ 
was then put on the address, and agreed to of assenting to such a ineasuie, the causea^ 

■■ ftem. dist. • should be Inquired into, which pro- 

[Iius'h lysuaafic^iov Bill.] ' IJnrd duced the dire necessity upon which^aiono 
ffavketburp moved the order, of tiie day U was aUemfited ,lo be justified. These 
for ilic secofid reading of this bill. He felt causes chiefiy appeared to be,lhe disabilitiea 
it to be a measure of great importance, and that hung upon the Catholics in^thatais- 
ii was natural to expect he should adduce traded couritry, the pressure of the tithes^ 
some reasons for its adoption. Measures aud the efiorts that were systematically 
of a similar nature had often been resorted madeto keep alive religious animositieab©* 
to by the parliament of Irelaiid, the iieces- tween the Catholics aud the Prot^sttblk 
sity of which had grown out of the French m Ireland. Ou each of these caAes,Tbc 
re^lution, and the principles which the au- noble lord descautech He was well ac- 
lliors of it had utteinpted to disseminate quainted with tli^ character of Irisb- 
(.hroughoui every country. ..Associations lien, and nochaiactet; did he ever see more 
liad at different limes been entered into in ftmspicuously marked by 
that part ofthe empire, in which oaths were< neroaily, and courage : what, Iffeb, was it 
adrnmistered, aud engageinenU entered in- that cmafed in that country those inextin- 
to, for lihe worst of purposes. To counter- guialiAlh'dWontenta which called ao often 
act these practices? a bill of the nature of lor the coactmeut of measures like tlie pre*. 
4be present was first introduced. If such sent? It muat.be soniething of a nature 
practices were daugerwus then, how much the q^ost inqjerious. wlien it urgld men io 
’ more so must they be in'tlie present state forego the blessings of civilized^cielyilself, 
ofF:ur6peand'ofU>e owjiiie, and when the and the a^nmges of a constitutioo siwii 
fate of Ireland was morl closely linked as this co^try boasted of*and was blen^ 
J^n agpr with the fate of tills country , aud wiUi. .iW was .tbe Source of 

continent ? He could not, under which*we were bound to 97^\oTit y aflj ifit 
•fueb circumstances, foitsee tfiaraDyma- was duly explored, thenfl^y mast soon 
teryil objccliena would be made to the bill, »be discovered. The fact was, ‘ the gmda 
not only because it was brought forward in majority of the people Ireland were 
a-tnildv ah^e that io which per- privet of the full enjoyment of the 

* liameiik of Uc^ssMl it» hut ^ tutioo, Aid. tbqy telt Brnmaelvee 
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Upd degraded by-the, 4 t)spif!iona«wlnch^vejtbis country, ^d trace tbena to .sucb 
iSbo to that ri#¥priyation. ^^Uahmen loved j ap€;frbes as he himself bad just niade^ Me 


and admired the coysUtutioa, lt>ecuu^ they ought also trace their obj|gt to tlu* princi- 
eidoyed ail its bene^; cpidd ii then U; pies avowed hiy the Jeadcra of tb.e latV re- 
^rjy expected that the people of Ireld^ bclliou i» tliat country^ who^avowed-thein** 
should e.cfually love and admire tlfatcon. selves to have other pbjiH;ta iti view ibau 
aU|(^oti,4[om the full (‘iijoymeiit'of the be- Catholic ematu'ipaiiou, of parliatueutHry 
of they were debarred ? No, rt fori'n. Aguiust the ppegaluni oi sucU 

it .was not in the nature of things i it was priuciplea it that ijiieasureh iike ihc pre- 
t|)e.coinpusinon of the human *iieurt: sent must he adopted; and pt rh^ps 
indulge them in tfai*t lair enjoyment, and more frequent enfarcement of them might 
^eir -iniivifiurs- would be appeased and &i- have pteMuited the sprea'lnig of disorders^ 
le^ed* . As to the tithes, be was happy to and Uie mischit'Is that sprung from theip. 

^at ministers meditated some mea- He admired much the personal chwai'r 
•i^i^' Felief, and if so, they so far should ter of the noble duke w ito was lately at the 
bv most.cordial support. Would head of the Irish government; hut had that 
that they might also be brought to discoun- n^ble person a^f>4i’ed the county of Mayo 
tenance the meatd by which religious to be proct!ni&nd during the excesses of the 
amoaouties were fomented, m. Ireland, Threshers, the couugion would hot J.aye 
wbere^by the principles instilled by the cate- spread into the udjommg counties, ana 
cldsiss taugbt in the charter schools, the in- many p)ers<tHiB would lia.ve escaped iroth the 
fentmind of,'the Protestant was poisoned sworej of jn&lice, \vln», on m'countof that 
with prejudices against Uie Catholic. 'Yei injudicious lenity, had fallen under it. bo 
Ibose whw e^ourage that system of edu- little was the real state of Ireland u^rler* 
ofttioD, SKTUse the Catholic of uncharitable- stood, and consotincntJv so ill adapted the 


Bjess aiid m*tolerai>ce—the eajly vices which means employed to govern it! 

they themselves must be conscious the) TIhi Uuke offelt himself called 


4rte. indulging against tho^ very persons to upou to answer so seHous u charge as that 
t^heup they isipote. But was not tbat;ihe which the noble earl bail made against him, 
height of uucbaritablcne^B? Was it not a and wliichamtiiiuied tonothingicsstbantbat 
re^uemetit of tyranny, a tyranny that tell the blood of the untoitunatj; people who 
8l>ortof iba|,whic'b cbaracterieed that most lost their lives in consequem c of the late 
•cooniplish^ of tyrants, Tiberius ? In disturbances in lixdand must rest upon bis 
all’iltat hti bad said, however^ with respect head. Jn reply to this, he begged li^ave to 
to<tbe.«xalusiourof C^tholiiis from what state, that shortly utter his uruftsal in Ire- 
h* -<Q»si^red their rights, let hiih not be land, he received an application, not Trom 
mtsu^dentood to suppose, that it ought to the county of ^layo, but from t.he. magis-* 
oiotive on their part fur disaffection, trates of the coatity of Sljgo,' to proclaim 
mu^ IAm for forming a connection with martial law there; but, after every atteu*. 
anoiber country, could not blame tlon he could give to the subject, and after 

tkecu, under that exdusion, (or loving taking the beu counsel he could piocure,. 
tlieConiUtulion a liUll^ less tbap the peopfe bethought so&^vere a measure unnecessary, 
of 4 ||g]i^ 90 uiitry ; but alUiough Iheir righU' and thei:ftfore i^'si&ted the application. He 
mi^tbe'jllkainished, they wouldjJssuredly "was satiated iu his own constieiicf*, that, 
ohaain' no- righu wbatever^i^^gQ|ipkeiJ;ing his inteutions were good. He had acted 


theoiselvee with* ^another they aeeordiug to tlie best of Ids judgment, taitl 

leoeld obiaiu notlu^ bpt a gow^pient by he* left it to the country' to decide upou bis 




ci^duct. 


The Etfrl of was sorry to hear Tiie Earl of L/mcrnd, in explaMti6n,ob-^ 

tliei^oguag^ and .the seDtiments that feJl served, that he had Auever said .that tl^j 
noble lord, Ikir thcy cMld be pro- blood of tlie people wloo had suffered was 
<diips4i!l%-Qf BO go«^. . Why eterra^iy iiitro- on .the head of the ndblp :duke> He h|^ 

of the, c^bohes i ^hy un- only stated his opinion,jlhat if this.lay^g^J^^ 
they had reason not to love the been applied on the ffrst'appearauce’df the 


^MtsUt^UMAi,. aiM that at a mooieot when cUsiurJatancps, the Actenaion of the insUrreo 
they gnjoyhd alnioa every tiling the consti- tion would buvp be» prev^^d. , - 

L Uiti0tt:«0al^ihesjtow f H the noble lord Lord obutended* <hat .the pia* 

wiaed:^ Utuie d>e£aufte of the discontents gistrutos in tlie comity oi Sligo were, , 
wireiaad,. ke.;^|ierbsps Wghtfffi^iheaftii) rei^ promaten o^-lbe distavb^cest - Thf 
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conduct of muiy of Umi was lucli, «« to 
disgrace the magittracy; uod some of them 
rather deserved to be banged than to be 
made magistrates. Indeed, be knew one 
ooe of them, who had sibe baiter round bis 
neck, during the rebellion: and if stich 
were the beads, bow could*tlie people be 
brought to respect ibem ? 

The Earl t>f Har^kke was inimical to 
the practice of proci4miAg districts where 
it could possibly be at'oided. With re¬ 
spect to the bill, its. necessity had been so 
Ibrcibty urged to him by persons possessing 
a competent knowledge of the stale of Ire- 
laud, that.he could not object to it. 

Lord Carftton deprecated the tendency of 
that line of argument wbi&t^ the J>-oble lofd 
on the opposite bench (lord HoUand) had 
thought proper to pursue, because he 
thought that argument calculated to justify 
the disturbances which bad so long agita¬ 
ted Ireland. With regard to tlie state¬ 
ments of the noble lords who had lately 
presided over the government of libland, 
he could not admit Aiat they should ope¬ 
rate against this bill. For although those 
noble lords, in the circumstances which 
arose during their respective admiiiistrd- 
tions, saw no necessity for acting on the 
law which this bill proposed to re-enac^ it 
did not therefore follow that the bill was 
unnecessurj^ 

The Earl of Ilardwtckf, in explanation, j 
stated, that this bill was much more obno.x- 
ious *o bionhan the existing law, because 
by this bill tlie responsibility of those who 
were to execute the law was in a great mea¬ 
sure done away in consequence of the in¬ 
troduction of new clauses. 

The Karl of Selkirk declared, that it was 
with the utmost reluctance be could give 
his assent to any such measifte a^ that be¬ 
fore tlie house; but being convhioed of its 
necessity, he could not refuse to vote for 
the bill. He was convinced of the import¬ 
ance of concijiatoiyb measures in Ireland, 
and be fully concurred in the opinion that 
nothing was more rar^ than tluu a general 
spirit of ditafiection snould prevail in any 
cmuitiy, except through the foults of tbd 


greslive* f n die mean time, we knew dwt 
a violent spirit of disafiectioli was widc^* 
diffused, a^ against the immediate *prcs- 
sure of this danger it was absofohdy xwces- 
sary to guard. Where the pe^le were 
affectionately disposed towardrtbwhilele; 
the slightest exertion of authority might 
be sufficient to maintain the e.xeCut^ of 
the law: but if we should attempt to apply 
the same principles of conduct to a couu^ 
try, where so oppos!te*a spirit prevailed as 
in Ireland, the most ^tal effects might en¬ 
sue. Experiencing, buweveri tlie excVssivo 
danger to which we were now exposed fhoni 
the disaflectiou of Ireland, it was of the ut¬ 
most importance not to refit satisfied with 
the measures of severity, to which we were 
compelled by*the immediate pressure of 
danger, buf to look forward, and take e%ca 
tual measures for ebtaiuine a radical and 
fundamental cure of the evU. * The oljec* 
tions against the measure of Catholic eman^ 
cipation he was convinepd were groundless, 
and that the danger apprehended from puU 
ting power into the bands of the Catholtce 
was imaginary* We now, indeed, saw tl.o 
^atholics a formidable political part; a 
closely combined among themselves; bi t 
f religious distiqptions had never beeix 
made a ground m civil disabilities, that 
combination would never Jiave existed* If 
civil disabilities were imposed on every 
man whose name began with a P, wo 
should immediately force the P*8 to be^mo. 
apar^, they would coalesce to obtain re^ 
Kef, and if violently opposedi tb^ tcO 
j would become violent and dangerous^ If 
' the Catholics were'pleced at to every wU 
privilege^ on the same footing as oifleV tubs 
jects, we should soon bear as little of the 
tholics as a political party, as we bear 
tlie faction of the lds> The only plansi* 
e argument to the contrary wggJhii»d-« 
fed on the ambition of the Roimh clergy^ 
Undoi^tedlys it must be expected that 
they, nke every other body of dissenting 
clergy, would cast a Iqnging eye on iLtt 
rich benefices of the established cfaancbA 
But there would be little to foarVrom the 
ambid^ of tbe lloimra Catbtdic clergy, if 


prpoeeded from a long train of mis* 
.management; but this had been# so long 
continued, and its eifects had beedme so 
inveterote, that'it was impossible to remove 
tbe evil at oficeM 'Conciliatory measures 
^ snSofat do much sgith the help of time, but 
^et? efibet cc^Md only be gradual and pao- 
VoL, IX- 


government. In ireladd, .paiticularlyp MM^e laity M ndt make p common ceus e 
was evident that the prevailing diuffecsimif with theu^ Tbe true way, therefore^ 


disKrfq*this danger, was to grant Jo rimV 
Roman Catholic laity all separstgo^ ' 
jects. If Uie civil disabilitne of tbe C^ho* 
tics were repealed, there ofoukl be na 
longer any commouity of interest betmeeg, • 
their eile^gy and thrir laity* To* nDddf^' * 
stand the situation m Irela^ let ut hdof 
3 B . • • 





PAB&.. DEBATES,, July 29. iW/^ProUd^l^tm^ 4»t 


I«96 


^liu^ ease homo to ounelreB; lef u& suppose 
that the invasion' of 4|be enemy shoulcl be 
•sucoessful, that our estates were to be par- 
•ceJied out to French generals, that the 
' ipFopertycf every Englishman were to be 
abandoned as fair plunder to the Fren^ 
Soldiery, that such of our gentry and teh- 
iauiry aS should survive tiie ruin of their 
oo^mtry, ’ were forced to labour for tlieir 
4n*ead,’i>eneath the contumelious taunts of a 
«et of insolent foreigners, could any one 
believe that the pepnle of England would 
aoou be reconciled to their new masters, 
4U)d would uot eagerly grasj) at any oppor¬ 
tunity of throwing off the yoke ? A lor.g 
course of timeluight obliterate the ineiiio- 
ry of those galling circumstances, and, aid¬ 
ed by a mild and conciliating policy, might j 
blend tbe conquerors and ihd conquered 
iDtoofie people. But^ if instead of a wise 
end conciliating policy, tbe intruders, gtvii^ 
way to their native insolence, should treat 
Iheir subjects with contumely, abolish all 
tlteir favourite institutious, insult tbeir 
religion, and attempt to force an odious 
superstition upon them, seize every oppor¬ 
tunity of marking contempt for their 
goage and manners, and crown the wlmle 
by•'numerous instances,of personal insult 
aad oppression, would it be surprizing, if 
i^es should elapse before the English nation 
were reconciled to tbeir conquerors ? And 
if SucH would be tlie feelings of Enghshiiien, 
.could we wonder that the proscriptions at 
queen Elizabeth and James I., of Cromwell 
and of king William, should still excite in- 
^tiveatton in the minds of tbe IriatiP Among 
tlwse causes of ditallection, religion had 
acquired an apparent consequetire which 
did hot naturally belong to it, as it had be¬ 
come ll)c badge of niUi«iuil distinction, and 
' tht' bond of unidta^'among men, sympV* 
fiffkijq^jSbJbe same iudiguuiit feelings* Ihitj 
reiigioua imK>Wranco was su far iVum b<fing ' 
the main apd original caiiseoflrisb cysuffec- 
tioQ, thaw ill-the native diulett of the Irish, 
tliere was not« wprd to ox press the dis-^*‘ 
^taeiiouof Proteatant and»Koman CatiioltC) 
oscept tlie fiatloiial apfiellation of an 
Ka^hmancond ea'lrisbmah; Till we 
were prepared to^grant the deksauds of tbe 
itfamlcs, partial conoeseions,'prided to 
iBi^, would only serve to kb/sp^up 
liytt bf^Mtlcj^ess, and fan the flame of 
jMibcNrtei^ Ito expectatious which some 
a’Tbinrd entoHaieed from'tbe measure wliiclf 
^^Ai'brtfogbtlbrwisrd by tbe .late admiais- 

t f1d(i,‘'awnietl to be m.osl eZ^vSigant. 

e CdtkoUM tiietBsolves citscitumed tiuit 


measure, «nd yet-'woliad beard noble lor^ 
speak as if it were at Once to render the 
Irisli a united people, * With respect to the 
general question of Catholic Bmoocipalion, 
the noble earl expressed hts regret that 
the prevailing prejudices of this country 
were still so Strong, that there was tittle 
probability that it could now be carried, 
'i'hese prejudices, hoWever, 4ere evidently 
on tlic decikie. ‘ N^>twitbstanding all tlie ' 
attempts that had lately been made tu raise 
a cry of No Popery, that ciy bad tiad hot a 
very partial success; and. when this was ■ 
compared with tbe events of tbe year 1780, 
it aflorded decisive proof of a progress la 
the public mind. That progress would 
iftsuredly^jjo on^ and the time might be 
anticipated, when it would be as little in 
the power of any niiuisterto resist the mea¬ 
sure of Catimlic emancipation, as it would 
now be to carry it. Tbe Homan Calholics 
migiK safely trust their cause to (he effects 
of this progress in ilie public mind: and 
those could not bo considered as their real 
friends, who should 'force on any prema¬ 
ture attempt to carry through the measure 
before circumstances were ripe fur it.— 
Tbe bill was then read a second time. 

[Amfricak Inremrity Bill.] The 
following IS a copy ef the Preamble moved 
by lord Holland <m 4he report of the 
American Indemnity bill, (sc^' page 806.) 

** Whereas, by an act of parliament made 
in the P^tli year of hts late majesty king 
Ciiorles li, intiiled adT^flor the en- 

oouragiiig and' increasing of trade aud 
navigation ;'* It is, among other things, 
enacted, ** TImt no goods or commodities, 

" whrttsocvcir, of the growth^" produce, or 
** manufucUiroof Asia, Africa, or America, 
or any part thereof, be im})orted into 
England, Ireland, or Wales, Inlands of 
G'lemscy and Jersey, or town of Her* 

*• wick upon Tweed, in any other ship or 
** ships, vessel or vessels whatsoever, but 
** Hi socli'as do truly jnd witliout fraud be« 
Jong only te-tlui people of England -qr 
.Ireland, domimou-of Wales, or towt) ii 
** Berwick upon Tweed, ecr of**tbe lands, 

** islands, plantatUms, orterritories, irvA^ta, 

Africa, or Am^oa, to his majesty-be* 
‘*^ngu^,astticproprictorSutad right tAHi- 
“ ors tliereof. ”»*—And- ^liepcas-’by<.dSi 
ofparliamant made iuihe lSlh -year of his*' 
latemigesty king Charles lI, intitled, A 
subsidygvauted to tbe king; of Tbnoagirttnd 
Poundage, and other aams cJ money 
Me upon merchandioeexported aud .. 

ed," i( M declaced, Uhtt rules coa^be 
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iipposed on merchandize imported •or 
• exported subjects or ^aliens* bat 
** common consent in parliraent. ''—And 
whereas in tl^ preamble of an act of par¬ 
liament made in ihe reign of their late ma- 
jaUes king Wil^m and queen Mai^; in- 
tltlads' '*Aa act aeclaring the {lights and Li¬ 
berties of the Subject and settling the Suc¬ 
cession of Ur Crow," it is among other 
» things declared, *' life pretend^ pon- 
er of suspending oLhws, or the execu- 
** .Uyn of laws by regal authority without 
^ " copB^nt of parliament, is illegal, and 
'' that levying money for or to the use of 
** the crown by pretence of prerogative 
** Avitbout grant of parliament, for longer 
** time, or in other manner Ihaii.lhe sailTe 
'* is or shall be granted, is illegal." And 
in pursuance of the same, it is declared 
and enacted in the said act, ** TJ^atall and 
“ singular the rights aud liberties asserted 
** and claimed iu the said declaralioVt, are 
** the true, ancient, and indubitable rights 
“ and liberties of the people of thi? king- 
** dom, aud solse esteemed, allowed, 
adjudged, deemed, and taken to be, and 
** that all and every the particulars afore- 
“ «did shall be drmly and strictly hoUldii 
. and observed, as they are expressed iu 
** the said dcclurationf and all officers gnd 
** miDistei;i wliatsoever shall serve their ma^ 
** jesties an|) their successors according to 
“ ilie same in all limes to come."—-And 
whereas the navigation and commerce be¬ 
tween the pmpl^of this kingdom and the 
people of the united states of America, 
have, or ought to have, been carried on ac¬ 
cording to law, and the customs and duties 
arising from the same, have, or ought to 
have been regulated and collected, under 
the authority of sundry acts of parliament 
made in his prepent majest^s reign; the 
last of which made in the 47ih of h« reign, 
did cease mid delcTmine on the first of 
June last. And whereas, on tiie 27lh of 
April last, bU majesty was advised to pro¬ 
rogue the parliament then sitting and two 
thereafter, without any reason or ne- 

• cessity, to dissolve the same by bis royal pro¬ 
clamation, before any act had passed for le- 
gidizipg the commerce kuii navigation be¬ 
tween the people of this kingdom ac^'Qth 

Slf the umtedstate* of AmenCi; af- 
«ter the e-spiratiou of the said ai:t, of for au- 
thoriziug the^collection of die duti&s and 
cuBioi^ aripit^ tl^reirom aft; r 41)0 expire- 
tiOQ of. the samja: and-^vUerpgs, ityvould have 
. oL Uiaierial incoavenience to bip^ma- 

• guvcrngiettt and to the people of 


this kingddm, if iu conseqpence ofthoA^d 
•abrupt, uncalled for, and un|irac^ente‘d 
.dissolution of parliament^, .witnpd^' quy 
Iprovision for tlie continuance *of die tgi^. 
commerce and navigation^ or for die col¬ 
lection of the said, duties, the s^d cam-& 
merce and navigation had been actually 
interrupted, or the payment of the said dip-! 
lies actually suspended, god therefore in 
the circumstances to which this kingdom 
had been reduced by the said abrupt disso¬ 
lution of parliament,^ it was expedient to 
continue the same, though contrary to law 
and inconsistent with the provisions of sun¬ 
dry acts of parliament hereinbefore recite^ 
Aud whereas, it is expeilient in order to 
prevent so dangerous a practice from 
being drawn into example, that, notwith¬ 
standing tf¥e said violations of law, pincti- 
cularly of the acs of Charles 11^ comn 
rpoiily called the Navigation Act, of the act 
made in the 12th year of the same reign, 
for conferring tonnage and poundage on that 
monarch, and of the act made in the fi.i^st 
of William and Mary, commonly called, 
the Bill of Rights, abifl of iudemniU’ no.vj)^ 
passed in favour of all persons, \vto, siqqo. 
the first of June, have been concerned.,ia 
the said illicit commerce and navigation be^ 
tween this kingdom aud the said untied 
states of America, or iu»tbe coUecUon.o( 
the said illicA duties end customs.srisinj^ 
therefrdm, or who, being bound to prevent 
such illicit practices, have tolerated or cqq^ 
nived at the same." 

/ 

[PhOTESTS AGAIHST THE AmEI^AV 

Indemmitv Bill.] The following 
teats were entered against the .^^eri^a 
Indemnity bill: * .. . 

** Dissentient; 1st, Because it ought (o 
be shewn on behalf of those whom it iik 
pIVposed to indemnify ^r a violation ^ 
the law, not only that their act 
^sary to preserve the public fronrnnjury, but 
that l^is necessity was not iiwJuced by 
their faulU In the case on which the 
house has decided, the necessity was cry^ 
ted by his majesty's ministers tbyinselves, 
wlio advised the dissolution of the last par* 
liameut, when the consequenee must evi- 
deutly Ue, iJiAt tfie trade end interest of the . 
public woidld sufier maieriat injury, or l.hap^ 
tbe^peg^er of the Vrown must be escerteit 
against law, and in manifest derogation of 
tbs common liberty.—2d,^Becaqse, if'oa ' 
fhe one band, the principle of the cons^.* 
tutiou requires that the power of dissoitt^^ 
lion slibuld reside in U)p crown, it is nStleft' 
‘trne, 04 the.otUeri tliqt ^e. power of pa^« 



« 

PARL.bEB. [1^ 


IteiMOt ovflntlw public ptiiw, and.tbe 
ri|^ of ibm imp houtea, excluntely to ad- 
Titp mi m >be makiiig, repealing, 

•atpeodiag and alterins of lawi, is the pro¬ 
per coBStitutioDill checlc upon this preroga¬ 
tive. But if i( be admitted that a disso¬ 
lution of parbament is in itself suflficient 
to justify the continuing beyond the term 
tfy perlUmeut, and by the sole autbo- 
of the croirn, «tbe operation of any 
legislative provuion* and particularly ot 
ao act of Supply, tber power of the purse, 
and the legislative functions of both bouses, 
wpold be virtually transferred to the crown, 
and all the secuaties which the ronstituUon 
has prc'Vtded for tbe due administiaiion ol 
his majesty's atfairs. and for the property 
and liberty of tbe whole nation^ would be 
uttarly invalidated and destroyed.—3d, Be¬ 
cause dt thertime of tbe'late dissolution all 
tbe measures recommended by goveni« 
nsent having beer, adoptf d, all the supplies 
granted, ai^ no difference existing between 
the two bouses, or between his majesty 
and bis parliament, it is evident that 
there was po urgent political and public 
necessify whicb could warrant the exposing 
gowaniment to an alternative so serious 
^ad imporUtit as that whk:h is the subject of 
the present proceeding.’*—CAursFoaT for 
tbe tilb first read^: ** And Qioreover, be- 
dfeuee the pretences ulledged for tb^ disso. 
lutlou of parliament, vis. the dismissal of 
Ibe late .adminittratlon, tbe discussions 
which ardce upon it, and the causes which 
ied to It were not, in my judgement, suffi- 
gkf t to justify tliose who advised so un- 
imnl wc: exercise of prerogative, together 
'with a consequent bleach of the law and 
M acknowledged invasion of the nghU of 
foiyecu—I'be^ nofion that either on 
of a ministry, or in con- 
eeqScniSI^’^ motions purporting to crimi- 
oatc the advisers of t^ crown, parliament 
wfiMf §nd Ought to te dissolved, ba& a di* 
fact p> subvert the freedom of 

fhehkgte, to break the independent spirit of 
the commons house pf parliament, and to 
ieoder tbi^t brancli of the legislature tbe 
awhaervient organ of ntmister of tbe 
can gfiy just jdea Ibr an extra- 
^b&ifery pxercise of prrcx}gative\r^ mpot* 
Jim eibUtioo of law be founded on the 
, ofcaiurca pn»je\|tcd by the late administra- 
■'.tion^itt favour of Boeban Cathqlics aA^ 
oiber dlsMTiiters; measures a)wM rkeon- 
uleeJije >o tbe true principles pi wdsdom 
^ jueticcJ and oofi^oot only idtperiously 
llwfd for by' Uwat^adcwf of ifat tiaies« 


but dfaMldtely' nedSM^ \o the safety pf 
tbe united ent|dre« VibekLa* fleLX.aN0>' 

ROSSLtV.” ' 

Dissentient; 1st, BecaM^-tlie amende.* 
ment to the preemblb imreedfipoti tbsf're-* 
port was rejected by the ^dee.—Sd, Be¬ 
cause though * a Mil of tmhfeUiiilty tmqeev- 
tionably implies that the lewhss been 
lated. and ibougb it/vas SdiftHted iA de¬ 
bate, that nothing bin necessity can pocMl^ 
bly justify the violatibD of law ; yet tbe fie- 
quency and facility wkh which bills of in* 
demiiuy have of fate yeafs been grawted, 
the sacred nature of fte law vfbicb hie in 
this instance been transgressed, and the 
cirranist.ince8 which gave nse to the ne¬ 
cessity, seemed to me to call for sotwe 
more solemn declaration of the const!- 
tution.il principles, which by such trans¬ 
gressions the law are manifestly violated, 
than a simple recital of the necessity of tlie 
violatfou, and an iminedialo and unquali¬ 
fied indemnity fur it, without reference to 
the events which produced that necessity, 
or to the peculiar nature of the illegal mea¬ 
sure itself.—3d, Because the principles 
w{iicb have in this instance been violated 
are so sacred and fundamental in our con¬ 
stitution, that at all seasons and opon alt 
occasions, even if tffie ground of necessity 
were incontrovertibly proved, it^ould be¬ 
come the dignity ot the house of lords, and 
would be cotisibicut with tliai jealous and 
independent .spirit, whu’h. where the privi¬ 
leges of the subject are coiic^rb^^should 
always characterize a Kritibli panSament, 
scrupulously and anxiously to record, in tbe 
mstmineot of indulgence itself, their sense 
of those invaluable rights ; the infringement 
of which nothing but an over-ruhiig neces¬ 
sity had or could have induced them to 
overlook-^Tlie right by which the subject 
IS exempted from all taxes not granted by 
common consent of parliament, has at alt 
times been deemed by sound constitutioual 
lawyers, and has frequently been recognized 
by parliament itself, to l>e coeval with thf 
frame andconstitutipn of the kingdom, and 
has repeatedly and solemnly be'db declared 
and secured by charters of our princes and 
ajgjs of our legislature.—By the great char¬ 
ter Uberties, in the reign of king John, 
no aid &• scutage ean be levied oq the Ivd^dAn 
WithoqjHhe consent of the common coun- * 
cil of the nation. By tbr st^utum de laltagio 
oon AOoceAendo*,iiiths AltfikOf Kddwra I. 
First, no tallage or akictfiiM levied fay the 
^. 


* 34 Edw. I. stat.A» 
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king wHbovHooAMQt of Um 
bisboM 6tfif» im ipi nii , 

and mmen of tfaa eomoKHtal^ Si tl4* 
vnalai; aaddbin the lracp»aats«moB9tniBc«t 
of tha parltanMU^tof^^ward Ilf.* tba 
jaalout attaciimaot of our ancastors to tbit 
fandaowntal SMJuni of our^ostitauon is 
raeardadt aoiatlie impcflehmant, cotidem- 
naiiaii and paniahniafk of the lord Latimer, 
lahieb took place at tA close of that reign fj 
their dManDination t^nforoe it is strongly^ 
eaampbfied: and at subsequent and later 
periods of our history the endeavours of 
oar foraAthors wero aniformly, but more 
paHicalarly in the petition of rights in 1627* 
mad in the acts of Cteartes II 4 recited in the 
rejected preamble, directed to the solemn 
recognition and perpetual security of tins 
inestimableprivilege. And finally, in that 
solemn act of the legislatoie, comraobly 
called the Bill of Rights H, the le^ing money 
vvitbout consent of parliament, aiaJ the 
dispensing uith laws, both which practices 
have in this instance occurred, are declared 
and enacted to be illegal —It seemed, there¬ 
fore, to me no light or trivial matter, no 
ordinary or indifierent proceeding, to m- 
demoify persons for the violation of such 
fundamental maxims of the constitution, 
and prudence required a solemn and^stu- 
dious declaration of the great delicacy and 
laiportanc&oi the transaclton, a precaution 
which the frequency ot such bills, and the 
repeated, though, peihaps, unpiemedita- 
ted exertionmvnuch illegal authority ot 
late years, have in my judgement rendered 
indispensably necessary. 

V^ASSALL Holland.*’ 


HOUSL OP COMMONS. 
fFtiffirn/qy, •/ir//y 29* 

[SimRA Llone Commny's Bill.] 
On the motion for the third reading ol this 
bill, « 

Mr. Dtnt rose, and observed, that the 
grants made by pariiament to the company 
had been clmmed for the purpose of intro- 
*di^]ng civilixatiOD into Atnca. The com¬ 
pany, however, bad fifiled m their projects. 
Tbe sums granted tbem^ amounted lu all to 
about lOpfOOOf. TLir*Bum, as they had 

^3 £dv. IIL Rnt. P«rl. ^5. c. 13;jPr». 
tfl. stR. 1 cap. ei: li Ed*. 1X1. cap. i; 

l*r Edw. 1X1. hot. farL | 2a; 91 Cdf. IlLRot. 
Perl, ^n, X6i 93 Edv. 111. Rot. PAl. 4 19$ 
36«£dw. ni. Itst rsrL ^ 18 $ S6 Cdw. Ill., 
epp. 11. w. in. Rot. Arl. \ SO, 

} 3 Car. T. cap. 18 Csr. L cap. 9$ 19 Car. 
I^eap. 4. i Oul. et Mur. ssas. % 
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not eweeuthd the purpose for which ft wu 
fiKOMd, ought now to bo rofbndett f fbr he 
not tblnk that parii«iii8Bt tboo^he 
mtoe^ pwf for the aociful iiOOoiMmtby 
set of fftoti. 

Mr. WUbeiJbnt said, that when gentle-* 
men spoke of Ibe sums of money that 
been voted to tbe Sierra Leond com p a ny, 
they should consider that e great propoi*^ 
lion oT those sums were paid to suppenc 
those men whom government must others 
wise have been at the expense of support* 
iug. Tlie first cla8s*of those men wm 
the blacks, who had served wRli 'the 
Bntish army in the contest with Ainorieo, 
and after that contest Jiad> been sent inlw 
Nova Scotia. Having sent a memorial to 
the government, complaining of tbe cold* 
ness of tbe climate to which they were 
sent, tbe govemmqpt applied to the Siefrm 
Leone Company, to admit tfaffn into U CO* 
loiiy much more congenial to their consti¬ 
tutions than the climate of Nova Scotia 
was. The company tben*accepted, in tiie first 
place, of nearly 1000 Novo-ScotSa bladeti 
which government must, otherwise, Imvo 
been at tbe expence of maintaining.* After* 
wards, when it became an object Of 
to expel tbe Maroons from tbe islaiild^ m 
Jamaica, government again applied totim 
company to take them, and tb^ most On* 
willingly accepted of 5 or S bundiWdoF thesfi 
men. •Those 1500 men, who otbcfvtiee 
would have been chargeable to ifae^ovem* 
ment, bad been maintained byihaeottlpdirjf 
for a considerable number of yamw; ami 
he hoped that H would be taken fnf^ the 
account, when the aids were menttcMi 
which tbe company bad received^t>m*go- 
vernment. The reason of the failure of 
the company in ito principal objeeta was 
the continuanee of thesslave trade, which 
Uiey bad on the best ground cg^latod 
would have been abolwlied ^(Pany ^ars 
ago. Stfl), however, in tbeen^be trusted’ 
this ralony would produce the nappieat 
fects in the civiliaation of mankind. Lite 
all other colonies, it had great difficahfes to 
encounter in its outset; but he*tmstcd ft 
bad taken deep root, and poold be the 
means of filming a considerable pertieti 
of Afnqp. These hMar ohjscta 
ndt to*be lost tight of. Those who fhmmht * 
most* highly of the West^lndia celoMM 
ought to be the best frieoEs of Ihir Atlie- 
*anent, for they must be convtncdd that 
country owed a great debt to Africa. * 
iAt. ^dni allnwe^ that the o hj a dtufi thw 
company had in a ^ent amasteo AAMt 

• • ' N 
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psblic, wbicb it wouM *m^m bv wr«ftk« solved itself ioto o oowit i tsee of st^jr* 
pgits veDgetoceoa utiadividuoUfurdoing Th^CkatKelbr t^tke JSisAsfitfr to 
pi^Huit which wis well known to attach call the attention of tba connoittoe to the 
1,0 otherSt and had so long passed unno* Report of the Kojal Cdlegs iRTPhysicians, 
(itred. If tba hooao wished to continue in respecting the mode <diicovared by Dr. Jeii« 
possession of the public cuiifideacer and uer, of preventing the tiBaIl'pojr» the seve- 
without it the country could ttot be saved, rcat miction, tu a disease, to which man- 
4 t would Dolberigorousupouaniudivtduai kind subject. tVbatever might have 
4br that sort of conduct which although been the origin of disctwreiy, it had 
Trprobatedin tbehouse, was touoften prac> never been known, Hefore that gentlciMA 
'xised out of it. If meiubcrs wished to be made it public, tfaUf' the Vaccina disease 
strict in this bueiness; let them begin with could be communicated by inoculation, 
abeiwlves. He piade these general obser- If that discovery should prevent the small* , 
watioos from bis feelings, without reference pox, it was hardly possible to characterise 
to any individuaj; of Air. Spurner be knew its value m terms too strong. When the con- 
wothiDg; bad neVer spoken to him, but be inittee considered the advantages that bad 
joved an impartial administration ofjustice. uReady resulted from it, and that would ia 
Mr. Pa/e Corns cautioned ibe house future result from it, when the prejudice 
as to attempts to remedy this efil, and re- that existed against it should subMde, be 
^ndecHlof the fate ot former efforts of was sure the committee would not consider 
thmkind. '' t the proposition he meant to make extrava* 

Mr. ffing^am expressed himself ex- gant, but liberal and just to the individual. 
Iremely glad at the lenity of the punish* Nothing was so difficult as to fix upon any 
ment that was inflicted on *tbe prisoner, standard, whereby to measure what should 
wad tba more especially, when he consider- be the grant of that house upon such au 
fd tbe character of that high tribunal be- occasioH. The subject had bcea under 
lOM whom tbe prisoner stood; they were the consideration ot parliament sooie years 
both the judges and the jury in the case, sidee, but then there had not bean time to 
and they acted worthy m iheir high cha- satisfy the bouse of the value of tbe disco- 
neter madiHiutsienng justice with mercy, very, and therefore only 10,000/. bad 
ffir.«£ais^tfglwfc moved an amcndinent, been voted to L)r. Jeunes, iuatead of 
ihat instead ol the peticioner ^lug brought 00 , 000 /. which his friends bad propose* 
up-to-morrow, be ^ould be broughf up to- The eucjuiry that had been recently made, 
fMmowse'unigbt. was perlectly satislactory to hia mind, and 

ilrlr. 5. Tkamium dicuight tliis case the coiise^uently he pruposctflfr*ilA>ve a grant 
anost axtraordinury he lud heard of in the ol 10,000/. which, with the sum already 
oourae of tbe 24 yearn he hud satm parlia- granted to Dr. Jenner, would amount to 
menL .Heshould votefc^ the amendment, the sum originally proposed by bis friends 
Mr.//'"wfiiaiR ihuiight rigour the less lie- to be voted to him. It was unnecet- 
cesiary in this case*, as the bouse was about sory for him to urge any more arguments 
to provide a remedy agMUst this evil occur- in support of his propositioD, to those 
giig in future: fur^Ue great object of pu- who had rriid the Heport. If tliey 
,puSbicM*‘*as tiie preveutiuu of crimes. assumed, Uiat the inoculation for the 
Mr. fFUShfon e was di^poeed to vote for tiDHll.pox was a benefit to mankind, 
the more c'^vere iiiinishment, on agvouni they might tlien be abife to estimate boW 
of the answer winch Uie petittoner gave to much greater u benefit tbit discovery was, 
the house yesterdays; but on account of bis which, as appeared by the report, was a 
age and i(i firm ay, he sluAild nut oppose certain security agamst the imall.pox. It 
guy lenity wbicb might be proposed to be appeared, that of tboW who had that disease 
sbewQ to hinr. • naturally, one in sis died, whilst of tlioSe 

Mr. Litclciart (thought *the Imuse bad inoculated for (hat disease, only one in 
mi somewhat rt*iTKss m not prolculgating I But of lff4,38L cases ofpenont 

^ law upon this subject, and was *tbele- vuccina^d, only three bad died, which 
Eef-^dtspotod te.be lenieiit in the present iikde tli« itiortalitv only one in54^41. It . 
uiitoDce.«-rThe UQuse tlien (bvided. for wduld be impossible aftertbat statement,to 
1^^originri motion 45 ; ibr the amend- represent more favourably the advantitt** 

^ ■ majority 16 . of the discovery. And jvb^i the deaths 

{V^CfUV lxucut<aTiox :and all the cases of inconyeuience that bs|l 
»Da. JtNXEX j The house haung re-1ocaurred, iu that nuul^r pf eases frtkii 
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laCen together, they amouated ip 179 only 
Out ^the 1^,3SU which wai an infinitely 
.siualll|Moportion titan the actual moita- 
inoculation for the smalUpox. 
But it was not this country alone that was 
benefited by the discovery, the whole 
world participated in the ^idvautages re> 
suiting from it. Au objection might be 
tuade to tli^ utility £f the discovery, be¬ 
cause it tended tolinoreash population, 
but. he should prefer \^c principles ofprac. 
tical humanity, in preserving life where it 
existed, to the ^^iffourngenient of those 
checks mentioned by Mr. Malfhus, where¬ 
by population might be kept down. ll 
they were to go into a calculation of the 
number of lives that had been saved by tie 
discovery, and the expence to tlie public 
spared by the diminution of the number 
of persous in the bospiuds, they might 
have a mean of estimating the advantages of 
this important discovery. ^Oii ali these 
grounds, he would move the committee, 
That a sum,' not exceeding 10,0»)0/. be 
granted to bis majesty, to be paid to doctor 
Edward Jenner. as a further reward for pro- 
niulgatinghisdiscovery of the Vaccine Ino¬ 
culation, by which a mild, efficacious, and 
not coptagioua mode of superseding that 
dreadful malady the Small-Pox is esta* 
blis.hed ^and,that die same be. issuecTund 
paid without auy fee or other deduction 
whatsoeveT/* 

Mr. 5/ifla) T^frc're declared it was with 
extreme r^^aoa^ie opposed the motion, 
lie eutertiuned fur pr. Jenner the most 
sincerfS^spect, yet lie could not ilnnk that 
this was a period for disposing of 10,000f. 
where it appeared 'by tlie Heport of the 
college of physir:ians, which siiewed that 
jn 50 or 60 instances, at least, the plan had 
not succeeded, Uiat, at the ic«ut,it was not 
infallible. The late period of the session, 
when so many meml^rs were necessarily 
wut of town, was also a suOicieut reason 
with him for withholding his approbation 
to the proposed lufilion. It ^ad been said 
^t^at DK Jenuer had discovered the inven¬ 
tion for v^hich a reward was now sought to 
conferred, lie begged, however, to sta^ 
that a similar practiejb bad been enter, 
taioed in Dorsetshire sine'e the 
l^rd B, Petttf conten4^d, thatyfialHIU 
hty ought not to be made the te^ofgrjat 
discoveries, which ought rather to be 
mated by genet-al averages. He was 
posed to go farther than the right hbo* 
chancellor of t^ic exchequer, though he 
.j|ho4ild nottajee upQO him to make any spe- 
VOL. IX." * 


cific propqsiiion to ^ committee* There 
was ho standard, wbereby.a great pub¬ 
lic discovery could be estimated, that wo^ld 
not enhance the value of Dr. 
discovery, if tried by it. If consider¬ 
ed with reference to the national bene¬ 
fits resuliiiTc from it—to the advantages 
that he mignt have derived from Ins disco¬ 
very, if he had not published it to the 
worlcK—to the (‘fiect it had in raising th# 
fame, the honour, and the character of the 
country—there was no standard for cli¬ 
mating the merit of* auy public discovery 
under which Dr. Jenner would not have d 
peculiar claim upon the gratitude and libe¬ 
rality of the house. It appeared by. this 
Report, that the deaths by the small-pox 
had increased since the discovery; and 
though lie^honld not wish to use auy com¬ 
pulsion, or to interfere with the liberty 
that all persons shpuld have, to ac^as they 
thought most adviseable fur their oW*u 
heahl),or for that of their family, still he 
was of opinion, that pdVsons who preferred 
the inoculation Air the small-pox, shoulcl 
not be allowed to eudangrr the health dlf 
otliers. Such persons, in his opinion, ought 
to be confined to their houses whilst affected 
by the disease, and^ot suffered to spread 
infection tlirougl/tbe community. If any ■ 
proof weie wanted of the value of the 
discovery, would be ffiund in the ready 
reception which it had met with from all 
nations, even the least eiiligliteued of Asii^ 
where prejudices were most rooi^ 

It was highly gratifying too to witness tht 
zeal with which the gentlemen of fhAmedt- 
cal profession, not only in the metropolis, 
but in all parts of the country, had promo¬ 
ted the interests of humanity, by adopting 
and acting upon this important discovery* 
General Tar/e/oxjbqrc testimony toihe 
value of the discovery, from the 
of the military whose lives hi^ifiMn Mved 
by it. It was, besides, an important cir- 
cum^nce, that the troops m recovery 
might leave their barracks, and others suc¬ 
ceed them wiihqut any danger of infection. 
Military men were said to be most fond of 
praising great conquerors, but, in his ojtt* 
nioo, this ^endeman who savedthe llvei 
of milliops, WB| entitl^ to mOre prftis^ 
than tho most successful conqueror. • 

MK 5fi/^cs Bourne concurred 
with the Do|le lord, In tbawbole'df what'b% 
had edvancyd, but most^arCicularly sajfaj 
itfA necessity there was for the addptioT^Q 
domg legislative measur^,' to prei^f 
sons frdto bringing^ntentiohalijfiM^tt$ 
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dbeasce into large and populous' cities and 
towns, which inust be the case in again in¬ 
troducing the inoculation for the stnal!- 
^x. He had been informed it was the 
practice of the Smal)>pox ]Josf>itul, to ino¬ 
culate out~patients, and that those persons* 
w inoculated, were obliged to pass fj om 
their aeveral lodgings and places of abode, 
t^o or three times a week, in order to be 
examined at the hospital, than which no¬ 
thing could, in his mind, be more calculu- 
ted to disscminatc'iuft'jiLtion, and to spread 
ravages of that dreadful and malignant 
disorder. He hoped, therefore, some le¬ 
gislative measure would soon he adopted 
on that subject/ As to the motion nov^ 
imder the consideration of the committee, 
it had his hearty concurrence. 

Mr. JIavikvt* Browne said, h? brlie\c<l 
Ills hoh.»frieiid was not correct in whet hi* 
Ead stated as to the Smi^ll-pox Hospital- 
He was not prepared at the moment (t> 
apeak decisively on the subject, but hu 
b^teved, thougli it had formerly been the 
practice of the Small-pox Hospital to ino' 
culate out'door pauents, they had not done 
to latelv. He- was one of the govcriK*rs of 
that hospital, and hr^^new they wei« verv 
faTourable to the. pracUcr of vacrinuiion. 
If, however, what had been stated b)* his 
hon. fwend \vere.true, it would ccrrainly 
deserve the consideration ol the house to 
put a stop to such injurioas prnctedings. 
He thought, however, there had not been 
aufhcient ttolice taken of one prnur, viz. 
that tijrsmode of inoculation was not subject, 
to iihfeotion, ami that therefore it was not; 
liable tpserious objections made a^'ain»t, 
inoculation for the &mall-p<i.\. Mien this 
tubject was formeily before the hoii.''*, he 
|tad'voted for the sandier vum; but he did < 
hot mean tlicreby fb 'confine himself to it,< 
th^^covery should be fbunrl to be: 
attended wuli those advantages which liad 
euice been^iiird to result from U ; i 0 id he 
had no doubt in his mind, but if the then 
chancellor of the oxabe^pier (Mr. Pit;; were> 
now aliv^, and iii thut*high ofiici*, be. 
would now vote ibribe addilionul suui, 
|hoiigb he also bad then opposed it. He 
^uld wish this- nsution to be amended by 
«iDsertioB of Abe words,'" that ibis mode 
of iaoaalatioii eras not tcu infeaiou." 

' . Ms* StMTgci •Bourne said, il answer to, 
last^hpD-' gwt. that be iould aasure* 
committee he was correcr iu wbai he| 
stated as to the Small-pox liulpilal, 
b' vrhhdk^ shewed by a statement •of*ihejr 
dwu, by whicli it ^peared* they had inocu- 

^ • • I 


lated S245 persons in a year. In having Jon^ 
ibis, he meant no imputation on tbe& i on 
the contrary, he believed, as his hf»^/friend 
who spoke last had very truly' ihentioned, 
that the governors and professors were 
vourable to vaccination, and .hd hope^ 
they w'ould themselves put an end to the 
practice of in(H;ululifig out-patients, amt 
thereby prevent the ijtressity'of any legis¬ 
lative measure ua'tojfriem. 

Mr. Afor/’is said,\be great merit of this 
discovery wus, that 4 exterminated the 
disease, whereas all othVr modes of inocu¬ 
lation iiicrvased it, by being liable to infec¬ 
tion, and it had been indisputably provedt 
that Kiuce inoculation there had been more 
deaths than before it. He thought the sum 
f)ropos-pd was too small. Dr. Jenner had de- 
(iscated liis whole time to it, and hud be 
suect't'^ed, his name would have l)eeu 
a hye*word among the people, and among 
those of his own profession in particular. 

1 le thoj^iglit tliat he deserved from the coun- 
vi v which he hud so mncli benefited, a sum 
uf money that vvoulci enable him to live in 
a slate: of ease, ahiuciMT, and independence, 
for the remainder of his da^'r. He should 
ihf'-rttore propose, as an amembnent, that 
Mislead Ilf the words 10,(X)()/. those of 
be ii.sertcd. He assured the house, 
that thou^l) he had sj^okon Wurmfy on the 
snhjcrt, h(3 was not at all acijuainted with 
i)r. .h nner, nor any of his iminedutc con- 
nt'.xions, but was aciuuied by a thorough 
convinion in his own miiid'ilKSt tjie doctor 
was fully eniitled to this additional remu- 
uciation. The hon. and learned gAt. con¬ 
clude d by moving h:s amendment. 

Sir Si bright most cordially seconded 

the motion. 

Mr. Htfhi-ri spoke in favour ofihe nincnd- 
mcht. H> sard, he ihouglit, iu such a case 
^'^0 this, the hmibc should have rcg.ird to 
what liad ticen done in former casrs of oiw 
ginal discuveiK'^’. In ifmt oi ilse discovery 
of the longitude, they U*d ofiercd 2(»,t>00/., 
and he was ef opinion, tlut for a more e\-, 
tensive and iiioie advauio^cous discove.'y, 
they should Kot ibinl; ofvotingalt'ssersum., 

Mr. ff'iJberflrce he wasoncot those 
AjiO, on a former uixasion, had voted for 
ij^V€..^er Slim, because he wished,.as far 
ill they, were cdmpalible,. fo aqt aP the 
sme tjhie.oii the principles of liberality * 
economy. An hon.gent. hud said, that 
Tuts didcred from all other discoveries,"be¬ 
cause it came out xt once- matured and 
ripe for practice | this .he^b^'heTed .to be • 
truly correct, for a medical efriend of his 
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ha^aiBured bim, tliat he had received a 
jpartuular account of this discovery frunj 
Dr. o^ier 10 years before he made it 
known tb- the public ; which shewed that 
he had not aullere^himself to be hurried 
on by any private advantage, but had 
wisely defeiTed bringing it forward till it 
was in a state wbkh was susccptiblp ol' 
immediate and gotcrul practice. If he 
had brought it out mr Iris own private ad> 
vantage, ho niightVpnquebtionahly have 
made a fertnue by it; but he was above 
such self-interesy'tf cf»«sidc*aiionf:, and, 
^rom the hrst publication of il, ho v/as ul> 
ways desirous to instruct every practitioner 
how to proceed with llir best prospect of 
•success. Dr, Jeniicr hiuisclfliad never vx* 
periented any failure in his practice, 
though others had ; but that v\as not to 
be wontlercd- at, when it w*a£ considered 
what vast numbers of apotlftcaries and 
other practitioners there were tliroughout 
the country, and how very ditreront and 
unequal their abilities in the prdfrssiou. 
Dr. Jenner had ^irown the discovery at 
■once befoie the public, which had rajiidly 
been conveyed to all countries, and, from 
the simplicity and perspicuity of t!*c |«o- 
cess reconimended by him, in the short 
fpacc often years, it had been spread to ail 
pans of^hc Utbitable globe. It Jiad made 
its "way, was univei&ully adopted in 
Tuikey, in the Kuat Indies, and the in)< 
'tnenselv cxtenbi\e tcriitc^ries of China ; in 
all w'hnJj J1 ^fflTTiju t with the most unex- 
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ampied sutress, aud liadtsaved the lives of 
miihens ol penpic in those various popu¬ 
lous countries. Il']>. Jeiiner had attci\ 
thus generously and thrown himseh on the 
Jihcraiily ot the public, be onglit to la-re¬ 
warded : and that such reward might be 
cDimncnsurate to his metit, he Tnould 
be for the larger sum, and support the 
qjnendment ; but, if it should meet tli^ 
appfAbation of Ui6 committee, he owned 
he would r^llmV ftred’er a farther amend- 


sible to be op, without iocurriug consider¬ 
able e.\pen^. This annuity, in addition 
to the sum originally moved for thi^^eo- 
hijgt would enable him to enjoy, thrm^h 
life, his country's grateful sense of the be- 
nehts derived from bis labours and his ta¬ 
lents. He had, by dedicating so much of his 
time to divulgiiig his discovery in the most 
extensive way, lost his practice at Glouces¬ 
ter ifiid at Cheltenham; aud he begged 
gentlemen to recollert, that when -this sub¬ 
ject was fcnnerly before the house, it had 
been said that I^r. Tenuer.would be able to 
compensate himself by hts practice ; but 
the contrary had actually been the fact, and 
he had made the practice so universally 
and so clearly known, that he was frequently 
Jess consulted iti town than many others. 
Dr. Jennar generally attended his(Mr. Wil- 
bcrforce's) children ; but on on^ or two 
occasions, when llliere was thought a neces¬ 
sity of applying for medicul assistance, and 
Dr. Jeniier was not immediately in the 
way, he had instantly sent to another per¬ 
son, without any apprehension of his not 
being completely acquainted with the whole 
system. Under these circumstances,be would 
vole for tl»e larger sum, but should prefer 
his own plan of uu^ffiiuily. 

ftlr, IVind.inm appiovid highly of the 
pysJern of vaccination. Although np coun¬ 
try could give too mucli as a reward for 
such a benefit, yrt there ought to be li¬ 
mits. In the present case, it was the inis- 
iortnne of the inventor, that the extent aud 
\aluc of his discovery was so great,'because 
the magnitude of that extent an^ value. 
rendcTcd it diflicalt to determine how rSucli 
he merited, lie should vote foi^e larger 
buni of 20,000/. aud principally from taking 
a vii‘w of the sul^cct totally neglected bv 
thote wlio had spokan before him. These 
right hon. members had fui^otteii that 
teiidcac)' of the vaccine iii<^u!ation was 
lo externiinatr. the smaiUpox completely, 
and Buis to free munkiiid from the most 


^mentor his own, and propose, that an an-- dreadful scourge itiilijted by the hand of 
m*ity ol 1000/. should he voted, in nddiuom Heaven. 


to the sum of 10,000^ in the original mo 
Tion of that evening, }l\s reason for tin 
was, that in consequence pf this discove 
having become so universally knqy»4 a4d 
adoptgd. Dr. Jenuer had become ^['ers 
of great fame mid chiiraciur atnmd. 
man was so inuch or go cjiccdily ^uqui 
for*by foreigners, on their arrival in ! 
couuliy ; no* nun iimre sought alter. - Tic 
was, of courae,, under the necessity of 
bcinj* accesb^lc luthcui; aud it was iinjsus 


'I'lie Vhancdlor ’EsdkcqxUr thought 
it material stat^thut an annuity c^uld 
not be voted^jvHliout tlje pravious form of ' 
a conimU(^oh4he whma bouse, or with- 
odt/it*iqid|age fsom his majesty, JJnder* 

dcratiim of the subject, he ^ 
ugltlT'thil sum originally proposed* vaa 
\^hat 04 ^ 1 .t to be voted. He‘c<tn>m 

caro taken by the Speaker to diB«e-«^ 
ruinate ^hc conviclipii of .the astafarul^ ^ 
) uuthcntidt/of this discovery, by cauMUgi 


etl 



Mr* W, Smiih moted for the admjtsion 
into the cUuse of a proviso that it pould 
not extend to Norwich, , ^ ^ 

After some observaliont by Mr. Whit¬ 
bread, this motion wA negatived without a 
division.—>A long discussion then took 
place on the question^ that the above 
clause so amended, stiind part of the bill 
which terminated, in ^ division; For the 
clause 23 ; against it ^0 ; majority 7* 

Mr. Whitbread tbdti declared bis inten¬ 
tion of abandoning th? bill for the present 
session, and the chairman left the chair. 
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extraordinary pumber of co^s of the re¬ 
port of the college of physicians to be 
pcilfUd, and to be judiciously distributed 
tSnugh the country. He again defended 
the onginally proposed vote, as most rea¬ 
sonable and proper. 

Mr. W, Smith thought, that in order to 
constitute the grant or reward, the expen- 
<*es Dr. Jenner bad been at ought to be 
previously paid. Dr, Jenuer could prove, 
that be had expended more than the ori¬ 
ginal sum voted to hitci, iif propagating the 
discovery, before the vote had passed. 

He cited from a Madrid gazette of October 
last, an account-of the honours done to a 
medical person, sent to communicate the 
vaecine inoculation in all the foreign pos¬ 
sessions of Spain, upon bis vetui;n from hib 
mission. lie cited reports from various 
parts of^ the rworld, staling the success of 
Vaccination, particularly in our Indian pos-' 
sessions. He trusted that under these 
circumstances, the larger reward would be 
▼oted. 

Mr. Whitbread maintained the propriety’ 
of voting the larger sum. He was the 
more particularly interested in recommend¬ 
ing Ibis discovery t», remuneration, as it 
had contributed infinitely to the relief of 
the poor, in whose cause he was now par- 
ticularty engaged: if this opportunity of 
conferring an adequate reward shquld be 
passed by, it would never return. 

Mr, Fut/er also supported the enlarged 
motion. He thought something ought to 
"be d/ne to prevent inoculation for the 
emalUpox, otherwise the discovery would 
not ha.va »i3 full effect. 

After a few words in support of the 
larger grant, from Mr. Baring, Mr. Rose 
jun. and sirC'.Pole^ Ihe house divided; 

’'or the larger gr4iit 6o; For the smaller 
47; Majority 13. 

[Pooh Relief Bill.] .Mr, Whitbread 
moved tbd*order of the day for goifig into 
a committee on the Poor’s Relief bill.— 

On the clause relattug to Settlement, aeon* 


HOUSE OF Lonns. 

Thursdatf, Jw/y 30. 

[Minutes.] The Irish Insurrection bill 
went through the committee, and was re¬ 
ported. Lord Kingston rose to observe, 
that he felt it incumbent on him to take no¬ 
tice of a misrepresentation which had gone 
abroao in a morning paper, of the few re¬ 
marks ^he had made in the course of the 
debate on the second reading of the Irish 
Insurrection bill. As he did not imagine 
such a misrepresentation could be inten¬ 
tional, be should take no advantage of any 
privilege the house might possess of calling 
the printer to the bar, but he wished it to 
be understood, that he meant not the least 
disrespect to the magistrate’s of the county 
of Sligo. What he pointed vo was, the 
case of a person in the county of Wexford, 
who, during the late re bellio n in Ireland, 
bad a halter round his neck, and was ac¬ 
tually on Che point of being hanged. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

T/ii/rsday, July 30. 

[Complaint kespectino the Poole 
Writ.] Mr. William Spurrier, on the mo¬ 
tion of colonefWood, was brought to the bar, 
where he received the following reprimand 
from the Speaker, an<) was ordered 
discharged out of custody, paying his fees: 

** William Spurrier*; Complaint having 
** been made, that the execution of th? 


versalioa took placej^twecii Mr, Morris,!“ last writ of elec'ion for the townhnd 
Mr. Whitbread, Mr.^roller, Mr. C'alvert,5“ county of the town of Pooft had bea" 
Mr. D. Gicfd^*, Mr. W. Sirfith, Mr. Pole' ,** unduly delayed, several persons have 
Carew, Mr. Rosi?; Mr. S. boiinie, and the *2 been examined at the bar of this house 
^oIicitor-Gene^al. ^ ^ i , f tolh'hing that transaction, and by their 

Mvt S. Bourne proposed tra^llhe blanlT' / evidlmce the* writ has been traeed into 
^should be filled up witli th^ wfcrds ^ten 
j'esrs/'^iffcstead m “ five." } 


<,*wiv.avi ot ” ij\c. r V r 

Whithreal was willing to ad^r^ the 
^introduction of “ seven years,”—divi- 
*■ tton ensued; for ihelen ycai^s 32, against 
it 251 majority 7^ , 


lit hands. Upon your own examine- ’ 
/ tioii it has appeared, although nut with- 


^ Gutmariy endeavours at concealment on 
your part, that you procured the writ 
and detained it for a long period of time, 
molhres of undue fovour and par- 


II 


<1 
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** iialhy, to the hindrance of that election,' 
and in breach of the privileges of this 
house. ' That such misconduct might 
not go altogether unpunished, you were 
thereupon committed to the custody oi 
the Serjeant at arms; and if this house 
has forborne, upon thil occasion, to 
press upon you wifi any greater seve¬ 
rity, it lias* not been because it deemed 
your offence to be l^ht or venial; but 
because, having in m contemplation to 
“ prevent the like offence in future by 
other measures,* it has thought that 
any further severhy of punishment in 
your instance, for the purpose of exam¬ 
ple, was become unnecessary. And now, 
your petition having shewn that you eif- 
tertain a proper sense of your own mis. 

** conduct, this house has, in compliance 
with its prayer, directed that^ou be dis¬ 
charged ; and you are discharged accord- 
ingly .’’—The above reprimand was^rder- 
ed, ncm. co»., to be entered in the journals. 

[East-India ('ompany’s Bo.sdsBu.l." 
Oil the motion fur^Hie third reading of this 
bill, 

Mr. Crcciey said, when he formerly ex¬ 
pressed a wish that the further progress*in 
this bill should be postponed, he did so 
because the necessary accounts wer» not 
then all 6n th^ table. Tiiey had since been 
produced, «ind they were by no means cal¬ 
culated to satisfy him, that the company 
had any pros p ect o t being able to produce 
u revenue wliich snoiild at any time greatly 
ciceetl their expenditure, 'or such as would 
enable them to provide for the payment of 
tiicse Bonds. It appeared to him, that 
there was even on the accounts 180.> 6 *, a 
deficiPncy of ?,O0O,000A He had heard 
i»i] lioii. member, a director of the company, 
CMr. (irant) talk of a residue of nearly 
1,000,000/. He saw, indeed, on looking 
lie accounts^ a balance in one place 
of ()00,0<)0/. but in this view of the case, 
the interest«of tlie debts duebythecom- 
^pwnv were not provided for. Calculating 
oA iliis and the otlieg expences, there val 
delicieiTcy for the year 1365-6'of nearlr 
two milUoiis, and for tlic preceding year « 
1,600,000/. He was therefore more than 
rvrr confirmed in the opinion, that th^re 
U'a'i*wi impossibility in sTippusing that 
company could ever have a* ne^ sur 
revenue, oc should ever be able to pro 
for their de^ts abroad and at*homp. 
however, it was admitted by the hoiff di. 
rector and by the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer, that ^f) claim could lie against* the 


public on &ccount of the bonds now to be 
issued, or any other debts of fhe company; 
and as it was understood that an enqwHv 
into tbe state of the company's affiurs wi^ 
to take place early in the next session, if 
the East-lndia company could borrow mo¬ 
ney in the way proposed, he should not 
object to it. 

A[r.,iZ. contended, that by pro¬ 

perly analysing tbe accounts on tlie table, 
the bon. member would have found that 
the accounts for instead ofa defi* 

ciency, produced a surplus of 800,0Q0/. ; 
and by a necessary attention to tbq ex- 
penditore, he had no doubt it would pn>;. 
duce such a surplus as would be suffidkt 
for a speedy liquidation of their debts. 

Lord Folkestone declared, from all ibe 
attention Tie bad been able to pay to the 
subject,-that the^duction drawn by bis 
hoD. friend (Mr. Creevey), not that of tbe 
right hoD. gent, opposite, was correct. 

General Tarhton said, be had it in charge 
from his constituents to oppose tbe bill; 
and particularly to oppose the renewal of 
the company’s exclusive charter ^ whicb^ 
when it came before the house, be should 
feel it his duty to dj^ 

Mr. fF5///»rtfffd*Thought that the wei^t 
of testimony was at present against tba 
company. If, however,•an hon. nsember 
of the board of controul (Mr. Johnstone)* 
whom he now saw in his place, would join 
his testimony to that of tbe gentleman at tbe 
head of the board, as to the state of tbe 
company's affairs, and the probability of a 
favourable issue, he should be satUiied; at 
least It would go far to make Jyn;i credit 
the statement of the right hon. gent.(Mr. R» 
Dundas.)—'The bill was then read a third 
time. On the question that the bill do 
pass, Mr. W. said, tha% observing the hop, 
gent, t) whom he alluded, had prese 
determined silence, be luustfobject to tba 
passfog of the bill. > 

Mr. Johnstone felt himself extremely flat¬ 
tered by tbe appeal •made to him by the 
hon. gent, opposite. Gentleqicti, how¬ 
ever, would recollect that he had always 
been impressed with a gloomy opinion on 
this subjeq|;'/^He confessed he did not at 
t Mok to th^ future situatioi^ 
any Xvitli a sanguine eym By 
nd economy, he thought much 
one; but compi^ ought. 
notgJ^nV 9^1^ expect a great amiA 
tional rev^ue. As much was alreadfM 
drn^n «fron their rterritories, as cT>uld b6 

expected. | Jt was t^refore to economy 
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principally they were to look for a change 
in their affuifs. As to the support to be 
to the inclination of his constiluents, 
years hence, by thehon. general ('i'urlu- 
tonj, he could only say, he hoped the hon. 
general would, at the expiration of that 
period, continue tbeir*rcpresentative. But 
at the same time, he had no hesitation in 
deciding it to be his /]xe<i opinion, that the 
preservation of our empire in that quarter 
of the globe depended on the preservation 
of the company* 

The following wilPbe fnmid a more cor¬ 
rect report of the Speech of Mr, tyrant, on 
4h£ second reading of this bill, than the 
given at p.* 833. 

Mr, Grant^\n reply to Mr. Crecvey,saicl be 
4iad often, when Indian subjects were before 
ihe house,expressed hisreadinesl» togoin^o a 
iull m\;estigatiun of tbpse subject^^, and of 
the compafjy's affairs,>provided only thyt 
the investigation were to be conducted not 
.by parly prejudice, but with fairness and 
inipartiulity, Xo subjects more I'equired 
to be treated dispassionately and witliout 
,aggravation. To consider them in any 
other way, roust be productive of mischief, 
rather than of benelj^* yet he was sorry to 
<ibserve that the hon.'^gpnt. (Mr. Creevey) 

• bad indulged himselt in statements which 
Appeared chargei^^de with exa^i^eraiio!), and 
.to, be in some points the result rather of 
•gnorarxe than of knowledge. With re> 
«pect to the desire sjiewn of passing this 
bill through the house, before the accoiints 
of thtj(!iidian budget could come under con- 
5it3,eriition, it uiotc merely from an e.xpec- 
tation Jhat the session V.ould be a very 
. abort one* The Indian accoiiuts <»f the two 
:last v< ars had not been long iu th(? po^ses- 
■ Sion ol the court of d.i otti'r*), and the hon. 

ent. himself ou^il'to know from expe* 
Tibiice, the difficulty of such an aiTa|igoMcnl 
v>f (ho«e nurftfrous documents as should put 
them in a^f state for the considcr:i|t;ou o) 
the house, 'i'he fuel was, that tvitli all the 
ridigence that could be exericd, it wa$^ 
found impracticable to pKicc Ihcm rin ti e 
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table in a printed state, biuuia- the time at 
uincii it was* nterssary to pruc<icd w itii the 
prcacot bill. 'J'lir pur'fcr^ trfalio first yc.ir 
lie hoped woulcToo laid bafwTc to 

day^iihose of tiic Eecond*woreteHj 
Joirwarduess, mid would follpvtiu 

likit, if tliiV bill were iJ wait‘for 


sent application of the company to ^parlia¬ 
ment.The prospective account of th^^e home 
receipts andpayments, from March 16or to 
Maicli 1$03, laid before the'huuse last ses¬ 
sion, shewed a deficit of about 2,200,000/. 
It was to provide for this deficit that the 
company applied, opt for auy grant of 
money, as might be inisconceived from the 
hon. gentleman's mooe of speaking, but for 
leave to issue bdnda to the amount of t\A> 
milHuas, instead or raising that sum by au 
incrc.ise of their caj;)itul stock, to which 
stock they had aheady a power from par¬ 
liament to add two Kiillions, equivalent to 
nearly four millions sterling. But though 
they possessed this power since the year 
^797f they had declined, and still wished 
to decline using it, because during war 
stock must be funded to a disadvantage and 
therefore money procured in this way would 
cost thern^ a higher rate of interest than 
they'would pay on thtnr boudf., besides 
entailing on their affairs an additional 
aniculit ofcapital, of which tiiey could not 
hciTuflcr divest themseives, whereas tlicy 
could pay ofi their bonds whenever it suit¬ 
ed their afiairs. And lliis also furnished aa 
a'rgument against the bon. gent.'s reuson- 
iug, because bonds could only obtain a 
loap during the pleasure of the holders, 
who niiglit claim paymcntiwhencvcr they 
thought fit. This was lhere^,t)re a case 
difl'erent from any of the former applications 
of the company, alluded to by the hon. 
sent.,—for the e.ompany'T»ie asked for 
:o extension of credit, they asked riurn - 
ly to he allowed to raise by bund pa. i vC 
that sum which tbry already pmsiss.\i a 
power to raise by slock, ainl whicli luey 
fouM now raise by slock, il ilicy ihought 
fit. 'J’he hon. gent, had cndcivourtd to 
shew that thik power to raise more stock 
Iiad been given to the company as a com- 
nniuiiou lor raising more mune^' by bond,^. 
which according to him they were unable 
lo do, even when the issue,of bonds waft 
iindcT two inilliuns:. but here be was en- 
tj^cly nii^Uikt’ii, for tlic application of c.he 
company for that jx/wer lo increase the / 


slock, appeared frotn the journals to have 
fV«n marJc on li/is gcnciat ground, ** that 
** thcaffaiir. of tho petitioners required a 
permanent advance of a coi)sid.e%'able 
sum hf jnonc y beyond what they could 
i<dse^ under liic powers thpu vested in 
and the petitioners con- 
mojicyso wanted by them 
ed by an increase of the 

shtwe‘4 the groun|l of the jne-1“ cnpital etock." The comp.iyy, moreover*^ 


of liicm, the objeci)ir<^)o^:|f by'^'S liiCm by. law, ; 
^it might be derealcd. 'I'ht.'r-.xjf r'e brsuici-, ** teivcd that ibei 
* .dycuii5ents already before tlicyodf-Cf'-'hH K “ slu-uld he rait.t 
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as^wofilu be seen by tbeir annual accounts, 

■ were empowered and able to raise 3 millions 
by bonds. The bon. gentlemen had stated 
that the estimate for 1807*8, shewed a loss 
by their commerce of above two millions. 

This was a very gross error. There was no 
loss on their commerce, but a gain. The 
account was not a stsCeniei^ of profit and 
loss, but a pit>spectivc estimate of expen- 
' diture, and of ways and means for the en* 
suing year. The dcficit*it exhibited deter¬ 
mined nothing as loathe general result oi 
the conipan>*tf .an'ahrs ; only the expected 
receipts and expected paymeiiu in one 
year. And the deficit arose not from their 
commerce, but from the remittance of 
large supplies of goods and bullion in thre? 
successive years, 1803, 4 , and /i, to Judin, 
for the purposes of investment and liquicla< 
tion of debt, which remittuuccb had bcin 
applied in a great degreCito defray the ex- 
pence:s of the war* in which the coiftpnn^ 
had come to be involved in India, without 
their orders, and contrary to their wislirs. 

On account of these wars too, the returns 
of investment from India were less than 
usuftl, and from the state of the conti¬ 
nent of Europe, had come to a worSc 
market than usual, the company's ware¬ 
houses being now stocked with goods,»fur 
which if there ^jad been a ready sale, lime 
enough to wicet their exigencies, tlic pjt- 
sout uppliciition for power to raise money 
by bonds, uiiajy n ot have hct\n ncressary. 

With rcspcCito'Tliat jiai't of the Indian 
debt wbieli the hon. g(*nt. tailed a floating 
debt, and by which it appeared he meant 
the part claimable in England, or the de¬ 
cennial and optional loans, though it was 
undoubtedly a very serious considera¬ 
tion, it could not come suddenly and all 
at once upon the company.* The fir^t of 


I responsible.* As to the failure of expecta^ 
[ions, formerly held out by a*noble lord at 
the head of the Indian departiiieut', it’^uia 
fair to the. company to suy that tliose ex^ 
pectatioiis were stated to be on the suppo* 
sitioi) of a permanent peace, and were de¬ 
feated by the loug European war which 
followed the French revolution, and bv 
successive wars in India, all which had en- 
bailed prodigious expences ou the company 
both aC home and abroad. The return d 
peace in India however, certainly atiforded 
hope that the present embarrassments of 
the company would be but temporary; for 
considerable retrenchments in the expendi¬ 
ture were now going on iuttftftfrvnder the 
administration of sir Gcor^Barlow(\'di 08 e 
conduct in adoptingieff^acific system of 
lord Coni^ruliis, after having before ac« 
quiesced :n the foreign policy ©f lord 
Wellesley, INir. Gmnt defeudeef against thto 
obccrvatioiis of Ij/r. Creeve>) and the ad-^ 
vices fjom thence held qul the exj)ectation 
of a surplus of revenue after defraying alf' 
charge* and the interest of the debt. 
That the peace of India v%’ouhi be perma* 
nent, Mr, Grant said he had not taken 
upon him to as‘=ert^ Ke had spoken o'f 
uhat might be Ij^fped (ar if peace con« 
linuod ; and as to its coiiliuuauce, though, 
undoubtedly tiie native powers must have 
hern greatly* alieualcd Iruiu us by the 
course bi policy and wmf whicii the BritiA 
government lud receiUly pursued there,, 
and they might Ihcu be far more ready, 
uitder new and encouraging circuinstiinces, 
U> act against 'us, yet at present tl^ey 
shewed no disposiflouio break with us, and 
were indeed reduced in means. M'^alsohad 
professedly resumed a pacific system, and out 
manifesting a deteemination to persevere 
in it might have a t&uiency to conciliate 


ilig ttfie large interest of India and not be¬ 
ing trauiferablc to England at a high rate of 
exchange, were not likely to be transferred 
thifther in a mass, an^ before there was a 
l^gjrovision made for their payment- At the 
same time, nobody co^euded that it was 
not of Uie greatest importance to the com¬ 
pany, that some plan should be adopted 
tor the liquidation of life Indian debt,, 

• though it was not then the moment ei I__ 

ter into that subject. The debt wis on altered'his 
n^ods, and. the groat difficulty -with whiAf^ * ' - 

the company had to struggle.—Bui it Kid 
, not; .attained its ©resent alarming beicht 


the dcconnial loans w'as two miJliuus, aiid I them Laurence having in his speech* 

A^due till 1810. The optional Joans bear-t insinuated that Mr. Grant hacUncOnsistont- 


ly do]Diried from the lauguag^keld in the 
thiid report of the directors, and the opU 
nionshe had given in that house respecting 
the measures of ford We^esley, Jl^r. Grant 
replied that he was no'party to the third 
report, hot having concurred in it nor ha¬ 
ving been a member court when it 

was bru^ht foAvard ; aim as to the latb 
* * '^Inditf, when they cama-to 

would be foiipd he had not 
timents . ’ 


measiu’cs ii 
discussed, 


£ OF LORDS. 

rirla^f juiy 3l» •* • 

by Measures .for which the dirtetors \v8ie[ [Irish I>lvRRBCTtoj Bill.] Ope 
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qaestiun for the third reading oj this bill, a 
number of amendments, similar to those 
offered in the house of commons, were 
^^|n?]K)aed by lord Holland, earl FitzwilUam, 
ond the duke of Bedford. After much 
discussion, they were-all negatived. 

The Duke of Bedford moved to limit the 
duration of the bill to one year and two 
months, after the commencement of the 
then next session of parliament, instead of 
two years and six months after the com¬ 
mencement of the then next session of par¬ 
liament, as expiesstd in the bill, 'i'he 
noble duke thought that a bill conferring 
tuch extraordinary powers should have as 
ahort a d^n^sHgn as possible. 

Lord *'thought, that the 
knowledge thab'r.v.^ a bill existed, and 
that the powers conlerred by it might be 
called into action, would do much to rc- 
press knd keep down \ spirit of disturb¬ 
ance. With this view %1‘ the subject, re¬ 
gretting as he did, the necessity that ex¬ 
isted for such a measure, he still thought 
that the longer period was preferable; nor 
did be see any reason to expect that the 
causes which produced the necessity for 
ibis bill would cease to operate within the 
shorter period propd^a^ by the noble duke. 

Lord Hofhnd, viewfhg as he did the 
State of Ireland, and with the sentiments 
which* he had ifonstanily av>wed with rr- 
9 peet to the causes of that unfortunate situ¬ 
ation of affairs in Ireland which led to the 
necessity for the present bill, could not 
bdp nressing upon the ultentioii of tltcir 
lordships the great importance of discus- 
■idg the affairs of Jrelmid in parliament, 
aud of Ylideavouring to come to those con¬ 
clusions which might, by removing the 
causes of grievance, prevent the nccesbicy of 
fecurring to such measures as the present, 
"tie could not, tlferefore, but be. a warm 
friend to fisejtuent discussions of*his sub-" 
ject. H^^iought that every oppfjftunity 
.should be taken of recurring to it, and 
gheirefore be supported the amendment 
moved by bis noble frie^id, in order that 
this important fubject might again come 
.under the consideration of parliament at an 
earlier period it otket^ise could do, 
according to ttia term of ^ration expressed 

intli^bill. • t ^ ^ 

Ijie Duke.^f Msmlront dArecated fre- 
> Aiscussitms of this Abject, which 

‘ cedld ^ 110 powkle good, ^ the eon? 
only tended to kfiQp ViyS spirit of 
ion amongst t^ peoprc' cjJ Ireland. 
~ of sboitenin^ the dwatioa of the 


bill, he, on the contrary, would ha^ voted 
for extending it. Parliament always having . 
the power of repealing it if the necessity 
which now existed for it should cease. 

Lord Hidmouth was inimical to giving a 
long duration to biDs of this nature, but 
from the situi^lion of Imland, be believed 
the lermofduration^ expressed in this bill, 
to be necessary. He was decidedly hostile 
to frequent discussions of this subject as « 
lending to excite notation in Ireland. 

I'.arl Grosvenor supported the amend* 
ment, conceiving frOni the nature of the 
clauses, that the bill ought to have the * 
shortest possible duration. 

Lord Mu/^ravc would ratlierbave agreed 
iP extend the duration of the bill than to 
shorten it; convinced, as be Was, of its 
necessity, and, at the same time, that it 
was always m the power of parliament tu 
lepral it an case that necessity ceased.— 
The ^^mendinenf was negatived, and the 
bill read a third time and passed. 



IlOUSr OF ft’>:.i>70N9. 

Fridayy July Z\, 

[Iiiisii PkotestaxtChuiich.] SirJ. 
Ijcwport en(]uired if any step was intended to 
be taken by ins majesty’s ministers, founded 
on the returns which had beeu made of the 
state of the established church in Ireland ? 

He bad the authority of the primate and 
metropolitan of all Ireland, for stating 
that there were, in one diocese, no less 
than 10 parislies withouteAshurch, without • 
a glebr-bouse, .without, in short, any sort 
of residence for the clergyman, and wilii- 
out any probability tha| there would short¬ 
ly be any dwelling erected for that purpose. 

It wns known that his majesty’s late minis¬ 
ters had entered into a serious considera¬ 
tion of tho«s circumstances; and, if he 
was not given to understand that the pre¬ 
sent ministers intended to make some ma- 0 ^ 
terial alteration in that respect, he gSve 
notice that he would, early in the next 
sessions, submit to pkrliambnt, a proposi¬ 
tion on that head. * 

The Chancellor rf the 'Exchetj^er assured 
the right bon, baronet, that it was the k. ' ‘I 
tentiou of bis niejesty's present servants to 
turn their attention to the state of the 
church in Ireland, as soon as they ^pd be- 
bre them such documents as migb\ autho¬ 
rize them to take auy step towards the* 
ccomplishment of so desirable an object. 

present, however, be had not in his 
bands suck returns as be thought necessary, ^ 
p/cviou3 to bis endcawur to remedy tb**"- • 
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«vil oP which the right bon* baronet com- 
plkincd. 

[StjCte op Ireland.] Mr. Sheridan gave 
Qotice» that he would, on Friday next, sub* 


mit to the house a n^otion relative to the 
general State of Ireland. 

The Chahceiior of the Exchequer expres¬ 
sed a desire to be informed, what was the 
particular object which the right hon. 
geot.hadmconteaiplatioii? It might for 
the present sufBce if right hon. gent, 
would state, whether his attention was 
meant to be dir^tdcl towards the civil, 
ecclesiastical, dr military state of that part 
of the united kingdom, as by that means 
he might be prepared to meet the subject. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that he bad not the 
least unwillingness to satisfy the right hon. 
gent, as far as the rules of the house would 
permit him at present. Hisdutent was to 
submit to the house the proposition of a 
strong pledge, that they would, egrly in 
the next session, enter into an enquiry as 
to the causes of that discontent which was 
said to exist reland, and upon the 
rumour of which the house bad been indu¬ 
ced to adopt that strong measure, the Irish 
Insurrection act, which would shortly, jio 
doubt, receive the sanction of both houses 
of parliament. 

[SuBSjDiESj TO Prussia and SwEftsN, 
Ac.] On the motion of the chancellor 
of the exclTequer, the house resolved itself 
into a comniitiee of supply, to which his 
majesty's nM»«sages, aud several other pa¬ 
pers, were referred. . 

Mr. Secretary Cannings in moving the 
house to grant the sums which were the sub¬ 
ject of his majesty's mess^es, should con¬ 
tent himself with stating shortly, that the 
first sum of 80,000/. was the same wliich had 
already been made (Tie subject of a commu. 
nication from his majesty in March last, 
.,,|Lnd which had been suffered to lie ovcv 
w^fit.Ait being made good, iu order that an 
opportunity might be afforded of a fuller 
view of what should be necessary to be 
*p^p 08 ed. The message be had brought 
^ ddwu th^other day, divided itself into two 
^^arta. One, the measure of subsidizing an 
increased number of Swedish troops; the 
other, the advance to Prussia, and the pro¬ 
pose treaty of subsidy, with that power. 

. Tlie arrangement with Sweden, though it 
vras thought a fact proper to cemmuni- 
cated to pafliameat, and tboi^b paymenjtt 
ntigbt comcf to. be made upon it, ypf as 
none bed yet been made, and u no vote^ 
* was* to be called fof this mibt, he should 
Vox., IX* 


not enter^into further than to state, that 
in May lost, in consequence of a determi¬ 
nation to make a concerted effort with thb 
aid of Prussia, Russia, and such assistance 
as could be afforded from this countf^, 3t 
was thought adviseable to push the exer* 
tions of Sweden as far as the resources off 
that country would afford. Previous to 
that time, while there was no appearanc^ 
of any service being rendered in that quarw 
ter by the power qf Sweden alone, no 
augmentation of the Swedish troops was 
thought of. Rut whea the king of'Prussia 
agreed to furnish 10,000 men to act ih 
Pomerania, when a Russian detachment aU 
so was expected in that qyaitor, and when 
it was in contemplation 
from this country, ags^brangemtfnrwas 
made for Jiriuginydmo action a SwedUli 
force of J6‘,000 men instead of 12,000 
before employed/ The adclitiottal 4000 
Inen were to be Iprni&hed at rather a cheap¬ 
er rate than the terms of the former sub* 
sidy. As no/Doney had yel been paid, iu 
consequence of this addition, and as the 
utmost that could become payable in this 
year could be no more than 40 or £0,000/. 
which would be fully covered by the vote of 
credit passed acco to custom, be did not 

think it necessarf to look further into this 
point, being prepared to give any explana¬ 
tion that might be deniamled. With reg^d 
to the.advanccs to Prust^ia, in consequence 
of the urgency of afikirs on the continent, 
the advances in money, notwithstanding 
they might be authorized by the message iu 
March, would, not liave been mad^ if the 
exigency of the^se could have admitted 
of waiting for the conclusion o^he treaty 
then in contemplation. When the treaty 
was made, however, it was stipulated that 
tlie two sums off 80,000/. and 100,000/. 
should|be deducted frqm Che first 
of the! subsidy, and tfta amount of the'"^ 
arms from tliu future paym^l^. Unques- 
tionSbly, the objects of the trfmtywere of a 
large extent, and the subsidy of a large 
amount, if the coniihgencies on which it 
was to take effect had happened, and ifthe 
events that had arisen had nut put an end to 
the engagenlu4s, and left Jk the charge of 
making goou^ese adduces. The arms 
hud bedh ^pp'^^ from tne offices to which* 
belonged, and the W&pence 
out, would bff^co¥ered*b^ tl^e 
t; allthat^uld , 


tbat*charj 
when mat 
vote of cre< 
therefol 

betljesu’.^- - 

jesty, dh acount Of the urgency of 4 kSsiyi 

V ^ 


oust to '*ote,_^pld 
anced to his Prussm^ibii!-**' 
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on the continent; which be moved ac -1 so largely, end in which they were rtedy to 
cordingly. I pledge the country so deeply. For it was 

Lord H, Petty had no objection to the stat^ expressly, that the 10 , 000 /. advau- 
snotion. The first advance had been ma< 1 e I ced, was part of a much larger sum, which 
by the government to which he hud the ho -1 would have been to be paid if the treaty 
nour to belong. While these advances were bad taken place, ^bis led to the quesCion 
intrusted to the management of such safe of the policy of making so large an engage* 
hands as those of lord Hutchinson, the I meat. Knowing the situation in which tfat 
J>pblic ''might rely with confidence on ha-1 king of Prussia was at the time when the 
ving Its interests fully guarded; for,* along arrangement was* made, it was matter of 
with the military enterprize that belonged desire lo know wbatAvere the particulars of 
in so high a degree to that distinguished I the arrangenient. It might, perhaps, be 
person, there were blSnded in his character possible to frame a mdtion so as to get at the 
a oaution and a prudence which afiorded a treaty, or at least the^substance of it. By 
perfect assurance of Che safe and judicious I considering the policy of what miuisters had 
^|eaercise^';^..'discretion reposed in him. (lone in framing that treaty, it would Ue 
%?I?V.^tipect additional engngements I possible to judge of the policy of what they 
with Sweden, he ncJ:*' ^io ob jection to them, | would have done if a larger opportunity 
if they could be brofl^t to answer any had been afforded to them, and of their 
purpose of practical uiility. But when I general views and general policy with re* 
these engagements shoulu come to be made I spect to the continent, 
the ground of a vole, itWouIdbe proper I IVIr-Secretary Cdan/ag was still of opi- 
to enquire bow far there listed the means I nion, that the treaty itself could not possibly 
of carrying them into effect'on the part of I be laid before the house ; but it was com- 
his Swedish majesty, who, he nnderstood, pclenl to the hon. gentoSu frame a motion 
bad not completed the first force of 1?,000 for any information he might wish for; the 
he had stipulated to employ in Pomerania, house would exercise its discretion as to the 
f^rd CasiUreagA assured the noble lord, propriety of granting such information, and 
that at the time of'V >ncluding the arldt- in the discussion hon. member would 
tional engagement, tlie force serving at have an ojiportunily of knowing, and coin- 
Stralsund exceeded the 12,000 men stipu- inenting upon much of the continental po- 
Jated in the other treaty. * (buy of his majesty’s servants. He couhl 

Mr. JVAitbread wished to know, whe-1 assure him that there was no shyness on his 
ther the stipulations of the treaty with part, or that of Ins colleagues, to submit 
Prussia would be laid before the house. I their conduct to the judgment uud investi- 
Mr* Canniitg said, he did not see howlgatiun of the house, aud they challenged 
such a communication could with propriety that investigation with as full confidence 
be''made by his majesty’s ministers. It, as those who had preceded them* If the 
bowevhr^he bon. gent, wished particular -1 hon. gent, felt auy jealousy at this time m 
ly for inibrmatiuti on the subject, he might I particular, let him call for any information 
move for it, and the ho^se would then de- he wished for. The vote now before the 
termine wliether it ought to be grunU'd. committee rested on thb saine ground as the 
Tor his own purine regretted, as.•iiuch us advance made by the late guveniincnt in 
the hon. ge^ „^hat the treaties cauld not FMarch. 'Fbe only difference was, that the, 
with propri^ be laid upeiu for he \yjs!ted udvance then made wk 5 specific, aiv^ 
the conduct of the present gowrunieiit to I tinci in itself; while the sub&t'tpient ad* 
be enquired into., They wen'I'^ell cou-1 vance was made in prospect of a subsidy, 

' vince^ of the propriety and policy of their I from which, if this treaty had taken effect, 
measures,* and proud of what they had | it would have beet, deducted. . This md* 


Ct 


dou^. In bqtb instaiicrs the adrances bad 
been made in c^s of and pressing 
emergency, an^fonned a small pun 
of ibe subsidy which was/u ha^ fiecn puid 
in consequence of the treaiiyi, bad they 
beencoifijjfeied. h 

Mr?7Kfli7irrfldwAnsidered I, as very im- 
riisnt, that every me 8 h 4 s\oMil^ be af- 
'd’et^of judging of contfulbtal policy. 



which hjs mtyesiy's misusifb^ promised 


vimce might have been stated to the house ^ 
us u distinct tbinp>. like tiie other ; but hjs 
majesty’s government Uiought it better to 
profess the whole truth without disguise. 
He lamented, that invincible iuiped^enls 
of form prevented the house from having 
the treaty before it. 

lilr. Wkxtkrttd was ready io admit that 
the right hoti. gent, aud his oolleaggee, 
ac(ed from tlm best view' they had of ,wh^ 
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wasa^oper courtc of continental policy; j with Sweden, it was said that his Swo-( 
. and therefore he could suppose them very I dish majesfy had not so many troops aa his 
fCftdy to give every exphinstioii that could I first subsidy bound him to fi/rnish; he was 
be required of them* It had been stated | glad to bear from the right hon.gqpt. what be 
on a former occasion, a noble friend of I had; but the means and the utility of m a kin g 
his, now absent (lord if owick), that though I the augmentation were still uncertain, 
the advance of 80,000f. bad }>eea made fori Mr. Secretary Canning, though he conlA 
the particular purpoa&of providing for the! not say he was prepared to second any 
defence of Sifosia, wmcb it was politic to I motion the hon. gent, might make with a 
. provide for at the time, yet that there was no I view to obtain informatiou, was yelwii*, 
-intention of entering into any engagement I ling to give him ev^iy possible facility 
of subsidy, and that ^ne would be en*Jwith respect to the object be had'in view, 
tered into without jhdf caution which pastj'Fhe advance of 100,(^00/. would not have 
experience had 'shewn to be so necessary I been made, except in the prospect of the ‘ 
for tlic protection of the public interests, contingency on which the treaty turned, 
This 100,000/. was, in fact, part of a million I nor till the exigency beca me,so p ressing;' 
which was to have been paid to Prussia, iy that it came to the altern^^WSlSmbCtbe^, 
the campaign had gone on. The house, | the king of Prussia woul^jM able tnudn 
which bad voted away much larger sums I a further s^ruggl^i^iiiraoC. With respett 
for subsidies within the last I4><years, with | to the security of the due application of 

the money to servidbs not foreign 4o Bri* 
tish interests, the nvance was fuade when 


so little benefit, ought to be pty-ticularly 
jealous of any considerable expence o^ that 
liead now. His noble friend, now absent, 
had decidedly disclaimed the policy tfin* 
viting the continent’*^ powers, by the temp¬ 
tation of subsidies, to enter into wars in 
which they were not previously disposed to 
engage; but finding them engaged in a wuf 
for objects that concerned the common in¬ 
terest, the policy of assisting them with 
subsidies, granted on sure grounds and whh 
good discrettou, would lie open. But the 
first considerfttion in granting a subsidy was, 
what was to be got in return, and what 
possible mean&^acLthe king of Prussia, at 
the time this treaty was eptered into, to 
perform any service adequate to the mil¬ 
lion he was to receive ? Was it not physi¬ 
cally impossible that he could bring into ac- 


the removal of tlwmioisters devoted to the 
rrench govenupeiit, and the appointment 
of baron Huidenberg to the head of the 
Prussian camnet, atTorded a sufficient gua¬ 
rantee. As long as there was reason to 
suppose that any sums saved from the 
wreck of the Prussia^L^^^^^^^^ Berlin, 
remained unexhauifTed; as long ns there' 
was room to suspect that any sums at the 
disposal of the^ Prussian gevernmentivere 
applied to any purposes ioconsistant with 
British o'bjects ; so long all advances had 
been withheld. It was not till all these • 
objections bad been removed, that British 
liberality had been extended. U# bad 
further to assure\the house, that till the 
very end of the campaign, the Jting of 


tion a force proportionate to it ? liwasru- Prussia bad bad a considerable effective 
snoured, moreover, he knew not on what au- force, which lord Hutchinson stated to be 
thority, that the sum tBat bad rylready been most vigorously and*efrectiveiy employed, 
paid toPrussiaintbe prospect of ihisBubsidiu- Whateveil might have the result o{ ^ 
^y&ervicp,hadbeenexpendedforpurpoststo 4us uufoimnate campaign^t was at least' 
w country would not willingly COD-1 a cun&oljxion to this counrljCtbst its 

tribute a single shilling, for the purpose of aid hodnAcn twice the means oWving the 
maintaining ceftaiu establishments at Ber- gallant girrison of Colberg, which bad 
liif, with the eilpeuces of which Bonaparte held out to the end of the conflict, and 
charged the Jcing of Prussia, and fur which which now stood With undiminisbecibonour 
roiwe about tliat monarch had engaged him among (he subjugated cities around, 
to pay. If the king of Jt^ssia was iu a Mr. Iil7/i/£rred fished to knew whetlier 
situation to submit to have money extorted lord Ilutcbinson^^s a pait^o the treaty 
from by tlie emperor of France, that of sgbsi^js Jie^ished anio, as it had * « 
certaiol/ was not a time at which this coun- been su^ bylsome* of the gentlemen oil 
try ought to advance money to thh king of another day, tut the sitiiationasObe con* 
Prussyi- He thought it would be possible tineut haiLcoiw upon them^unexpWHgdlyi * 
to frame au address to his majescy? so as to he wisbed\ro they had not 

cause the treaty to 6e laid before the bouse, received Hutchinson iufornMl-' 

Next, ,with respect to the engagements tion, the effeewf which was to prognA^* 
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tj^ tt3tt events tBet bed titicrii place. 

tbe pVoxiniity of Rosuia to her fron- 
t]^t pushed M slie wes close up to it, hri- 
pf iccTuitin|^ mnst be so convenient, 
tnat the aid she Conld derive from them 
^nld hpt fail to be distinctly vbible. It 
in ^his siluation |iussia was not able to 
a general battle, her failure must be 
0^jPVe«, Now, did the right hon. gent.op- 
j^te, receive such assurances of the uu- 
^rvWn Strength ol Rossia as tojustify them 
delay tug, as they bad stated that as .the 
gjroundT ol the dc lay ifi bfiuging forward the 
luppsures they now urged, as essentially ne* 
d^ssary to the defence of the country ? 

. Ur, Canning would not de- 

JKiWgrinK^c hon. gent.'s question, 
)G ground imA^ Imd no reference to 
Ibe tsiaiter in debatcT^^ord ilutchioson 
bad certainly always given reason to ex¬ 
pect, i£al tttiless cert^ things should be 
^one, it was likely that Lgeneral battle, If 
^veo, would be lost. It possible, how¬ 
ever* that a gedbral bavi{e might bo 
avoided, as the obvious and tpvowed po- 
'licy was to avoid Jt. Another contingency 
was Ibh arrival of military aid from Britain. 
Tlic first communication the present mi- 
dieters had recei^td^on entering into 
jqlbce, conveyed tlie expectation of that 
‘ - whether the expectation i^as auihon- 

ged, (le knew fiot; but the aid was ex¬ 
pected, and no piepaiatiun wasjmgdeto 
ajford it either by descent in a certain 
Roiiit, or by diversion- But instead of 
J|aviqg made any piepuratiuns to contri¬ 
bute ill either way, ihe v^iole of the trans¬ 
ports in foreign service^ oad been Hismis- 
spd sohtc time before the change of ad- 
muilstrtatuo. TTie other coiitiiigeiicv put 
- 1 ^ lord Hutchinson nps, th« t unless Prus- 
ua should be suppoitpd by nphtary as 
^vieir as pecun^y aid, it wouljif lie im- 
Misibli^ Lord liu^chinsoire 

^lied oMion was ceitainly jdjscoura- 
* yog- taking the chance ok its being 
possible to avoic) a geneial bVttle, and 
of supporting with ptcutrary 'and mili¬ 
tary aio^ the cfVqits that remained to be 
l^iade, theff was still room to hope for a 
■*'ncrfnt issue: his maiey'J's gocempient 
iq|('^iate]y k^plied pS^niary aid to the 
^Uf which it thonghVTights ad4«vp8ipre- 
—vir “ to affoid military aid Ls far'as tiiai 
/^jS^d^'fjbosible. He warsorry to have 
- 1»ea for | ito t|ris discns- 

, io absent^s^ Vp^oWe lord 

(HocriikX »! tlie hope ipresence 

tue consideration of hi! message 


badbeen deferred till thw day'; tet t ee ri ia 
cnssioiilmd been rendered mdispenantde te 
hts own vtndicatiou, and if k bad taoMd 
out injurious to tttose whose interests the 
hon. gent, had particularly at henrti lie- 
was not to be b1ame9, 

Mr. Whitbrefi4 did not coneerve that the 
ipputalion of the noi^e lord, for whom he 
was particularly interested^ was at ell 
brought into hasard by the discussion that ^ 
had arisen ; but even if it were, the aupe- 
nor impoitance toshe country, ofbriiiging 
forth the explanatiohs ^hat were so essen¬ 
tially necessary, would have been a prior ' 
consideration with him. It was allowedy 
that lord Hutchinson held forth but a dis¬ 
couraging prospect of the issue of the last 
campaign. But the right bon. gent, hedged 
111 some contingencies which might have 
tarded qr reti teved the otherwise ioevitable 
disaster. #»Ooe thing, however, was suffi- 
cientato prove that there was no hope 
to be entertained from Russia. Driven 
back as she was to her frontier, if she lelt 
still under a nece8sity.«i'*avoidiDg a gene¬ 
ral engagement, hei case was absolutely 
hopeless. If there were from the beginning, 
{persons who entertained hopes of success, 
where he confessed he saw no prospect, 
exaggerated as every little advantage ou 
th^ side ol Uqssia was, and extenuated as 
were the successes of France; if in such a 
situation, no prospect ot success was seent 
except in avoiding a general engagement, 
all hope was gone. Tbenv*itwa8taid4hat 
lord Hutchinson had intimated, that there 
wgs an impression that British aid would 
be afforded on the rontment- He asked 
the right hon. gent, \%hetber, when the con^ 
test brokp out between Frooce and Prussia, 
the latter was nut at war with Great BHuia 
for Hanover,, whu’hbhe refused to give up, 
except it should be wrested from her by 
1*01 ce of arms. This was m Novembert^f 
I'hen, what possibility was there, (tf*>i*ii it 
*,1100^ be expedient to send a British force, 
to dispatch that force before the change m 
administration! He fur one though^ it 
inexpedient to send a British fetce. For, iL 
Russia, drawn to lier frontiers, could e A 
make a stand th^re, no possible aid that 
British troopscould give, would avail. The 
right lion. geyt. then said, that'when the 
present ministers came into ofltue ^y 
FdiiaKt n<f means of carrying their views of 
contineata) oo-operation into effect* They 
came in^o office in April,«whfQ they im¬ 
mediately felt tbe necessity of seeding mili¬ 
tary Md to Prussia, and of mcreasing tbe 
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subsidy. It VM not UH .Uw^nUy about Ici bo i dl» d» d> pn ai st s tt i 


middle of June, however, thet tbey bed 
collected treosports, and even t^en they 
were cxkllected for a difiereot service. New, 
they bud embarked upwards of S8,Q00 mw) 
in a fortnight. If sUbt could be done in 
July, why might it not have been done iu 


su&red themselves tti ho'duped e^ esni 
|,joled at Paris, evcnfgra long tineaUsK; 
the commenoement of boatile pdeodedtnge 
between Fram and Pmsisa* 
was one of the brilliant nras seleeled fte 4n 
honour to the late miaisterf $ when |lin 


April } When the urgency of the occasion miliUiy power of Pmsm was tbout le INI 
was felt from tlie outset, why was not the aid crushed after so many other powers Imw 

• • * ¥T_ _ _ _ _• « . _ 1 « t_ e _^ __ - » _w 


prompt in proporttoo ?, lie saw a great been «cruabed befbm if, no meees svm# 
milu^ cbar^ter (general Tarletop) on prepared to avert or^repel the impend^ 
the opposite bencb^^and he should be &te, no tliought seemed to br.CNttertetMm 
glad to Itear what be called his military of interposing to awert lt« tItfMr 

ideas on this point. If ibe preparations, ministers, who held tbenuelvwsj us ti ie d III 
the want of which das now complained of^ giving no aid at all, eccuaed bies and We 


had been kept up, i0,000/. a month would colleagues of pving tbeir^m 
liave coutinued to be pmd for transports, bad also to state, that Pfi ^ 
and the expedition would not have sailed of the fbnnaUon of 
sooner: whereas it was now found that was not 


laius 8W. 


ty of 


go im] 


it was tboiigbt by 


when troops were ready, transports could some. In the battle of Eylau, when FriaOd 
be collected at a moment's waging. This felt herself enga^d with an gnen^ so 
went to justify the late administration, as ferent from ao, * ' - •^ 


far as facts could go. 


tered, the Pi 


had hitherto enooakH 
n corps, under gpiwnil 

Lord Costkttagh said, the hon. ggnt. hod 1 Lestocq, hacbleen vigorously cmgagM, mi 
touched on paipts which would render it [bad mateuCly contributed to the mrtuaite 


necessary for him to go more at length into I issue Cj^be day. When the 


the subject in debate, than he should other-1 concluded, the Prnutan force, iami 
wise have been disposed to do. The hon. I the garrisons in Silesia, the new 


Ml 
odiim 

leviaa 


gent, ill the independent comments wtiicb waiting for the annewome time before dia- 
be was very properly iu the habit of exer- patched from thn country, and the 10,000 
cising, bad ou this occasion glanced on men which were to act at StralsiuK^ 
matters, tbS consideration of which could amounted Jo no less •than 90,000 men* 
not be fery favourable to his right hon. Tbus^ however reduced, the great niubtary 
friends. He denied that by the mere acci- power of Prussia afforded yet a great ram* 
dent of iiping gt war with Prussia at the nant, which it was highly poli^ in os 'to 
time the government of this country was maintain and uphold. With respect to 
justified in omitting to prepare to ward the military ai^ expected from thisVouDtryi 
off the blow, which sound policy would ne- the late mmiKrs should have takea care 
ver warrant it in su&nng to fall upon not to suffer such an expectatigp to be held 
Prussia. During the whole period in out or formed; but lord Uutohiuson stated 
which the late ministers had suffered them- that expectation so strongly, that unleii 
selves to be mode^upes Paris, in oego* the nresent rofbisters were dupotad to 
ciations in which all the principles that com&t what would Im nothing shqrt of a 
ought to characterize statesmen were be- breami of faith ' 


*4*0^ aud adandoQed, it was matter of noto-1 sendpg the aid so 


not avoU 
When heand 

riety, even to persons out of the govern- biP ^lleagues came into woe, however, 
meut, tiiat; though Prussia was nomit^^ally theyWound no means whatever of convey- 
at war with this country (for it was as r ingtbiit aid. It was trhimsical enough, that 
Viore than a nominal war), there were dis- while the aid*expected by theJring of Swe* 


tiisters were ou 
»ufd Im nothing i 
, th^^ould I 
3 expecteft^Wh 
ime into Mce, 


cussions of so angry a nature, that it was \ den was looked for entirely in cavalry, and 

of the British cavalry reu- 

cdvafcy 


-— -- o# * - — ■ --- 

probable it would iux|dve these two powers! the excel 

usshi 


B the excelluu of the Brbisb caval 
r dared it naMally deftiutble where 
1 , |C 0 ^ awt, tnhre was itot a sin^ i 


in a war, in which Russhi also would eventu¬ 
ally participate. Under Jhese circumstances, Lcogl^ awt, fflhre was iiot a single ag ren gl" 
tbtf policy that should have marked the [lAent tolraiisport that cavalry. fTbotoWMI, 


conduct of a wise British gevesument was | but one 
obvious;•but the very reverse was exhi« 
bited in the conduct of tlTe late govern¬ 
ment. loste&d of being prepared‘to act 
for tbe best Advantage upon the opportu* I tfiatj 


were for 
govern-1 migl 


savahy transpJ tovy gagefc H 

^ curiomty^r in 0r3ha^ip|tb0iw 
Llwapvnmdel ofacavmimtniHN 
service. Tbe firsh dif|0iTs|i 
[been, received by the pmototgi^ 



¥, 


jiA^tl, fKptwdgreat diwypcit^afceBt thti iwMch the prgwmt miaisteri fouxi6^^tmm^ 
•ppcIiriUfy Iwd 0 ^ ttqdyetf «>y ^aeNe#ia cmeol^mg iiitoofiice,Withreipeet 

'ter^pn mo knew Ibe dili^ty of provi* to eVeiy pnpsnitton for a eotitifiental ex* 
tf^Mvaiiy traoffp^t^ Jbeii^ the timeaod pedition^ rendered aa earlier diapdtch im* 
i^P^oTJ ittiug mast be. seoiiblei that jposiible* The ^rst thing done was, to i^ive' 

« st^iy baa been left by tbeir pre* orders to prepare trsjMports; but from the 
mfoessbrst the present ministers could not active state of,our trade, tt^ could not 
filbd of iSx aid sooner. He could easily be sooner collected, and thus it had been 
tt '^pem*, that the total discharge of I impossible to send to the king of Sweden 
ttpMipppfs,except thosd necessary for home the md of cavalry srfaich we were bound to 
far from being a saving of efiford. With respMt to the question of 
^d^OOOf* a month. Motives of econocpy 4be hon, gent., if su^ a number of troopa 
st^^t be the reason of^faaving no suf^y of were now eofoarked In ,a fortnight, way 
Maspbrts. The total dismantling of that were they not embarked before f the answer 
demutaieDt might have been contrived to was, a wise government always had its ar» 
Vj|jpia wkh^tjj^^l^D of finance of the noblb rangements made in such a manner, that it 
^jv^/Hy.>^t5r\Sl^ich proceeded through- cq^ld carry into effect its military enter- 
'pM%mUactou8 oks^^^being built upon the prises in so short a time, that those who 
ap^^P'^i^i^ ^ condmbofovar ei^enditure were the objects of them would only bear 

of 32 million, when tire war expenditure of the preparation when they felt the blow, 
vyai, in fdet, jn no one yotr so little. This But if no preparations were left, our mili- 
wata false economy, leamg evidently to tary 8tr/;ngth could only be exhibited in an 
great apd not distant proftbeness, accom- inert and inactivestateuponourownsbores,' 
pani^^ with much greater X^schief. An till theodeficicocy should have been sup* 
or^er Inpl been seqt by the late g^»er^ment plied. If the preparation* been made, 

. pWiSpoft office, to pay oOtpll the the military energy would have been ex* 

taphspons then engaged. This produced a erted without delay. He trusted that what 
Vbjfimentation of the great expence that hadi^een done now would prove a lesson to 
vfould attend making all the contracts, every future government, a lesson not to 
<b'the expiration of the icnm of engagement, postpone prepurulion till the moment was 
sigiaii in a few days it would be necessary to cnme'for striking the blow. If thenecessary 
up^ other transports for r the public preparations had been left by the lateminis- 
iiefvice. The mandate of dismissal came ters, the exertion might have been made b| 
froin the treasury, though the transport an earlier period, when it might have con- 
effica ptopqrly was under the secretary for tributed to ward off whatehad.happenod. 
the war apartment, the right hun. secre- llussia hadexpected our co-operation,and if 
Cary (Mr. Windham) was tlicrefore not to tlie late government did not give that aid, it- 
' blama for the order, which ei^ming from the wasowing toa falseecononiy, which, for the 
traosory-war probably intended to promote objectof atrifiingsaving, crippled the means 
the obj^ts or tbe grand plan of finance to of the country, at the moment when it was 
which be bod already alluded. The order most essential to exert them. To have 
Waa executed so fur as to ‘dismiss alUrans- exhibited preparations fcA* any considerable 
|K^rts but those nece;wary to the oomi tiuni- embarkation, would have obliged Buona* 
eaCiop between G«/Tiniaiiv and Irelanf, and psrte to leave at least 50,000 men in 
Guernsey anefttfersey. The saving Tnade France of what since appeared on tbe 
did not omoMt to 40,000/. but oijly to tula. It was the advantage of our insu- 
4^0001* a^moDth ; and after tbe quanjaty of lated uud central poskioH, that if we hod 
aran^ort tonnage sent abroafl on Use dis- preparations for an expedition in or near * 
tanC expedition of Uie right bon. gent, there tbe Downs, ready to n.ove to any ^quarter 
Oi^t to have been an increase rather than thought proper, France would be under 
a dirdinutian. GovernmenLvhj^ received the necessity of keeplhg a protecting fored 
6Q)fOOO tons of triSq^(M>its froif^'ils p‘rede<'es- in Holland, in thd Netherlands, at Bou- 
If tba late ministers di^ Ino^mC^ tea logne, and at Brest, at tbe same time, from 
Cfoiufidett'dllcoonectioa wHhtbe wntiiidnt, the impossibility of ascertaining which of 
Vhyoiightto^h^li^ptnpasufficim those points das to be attacked. It was m 

^*Theo a t^ t he qudAioi^ why tl^is respect that this country, tiiOugh es^ 
^f|»M^pafitaxpeditioDwto^<mt usptitcbed seutially naval, could bring its military 
^tber than in July>Snp'aiia^er power' to be. of great weight against 
Jisii jcompfote state* of^it^sntidbia in Fraucq. The late miui&terd cumc iuto tha - 
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iaeaD9V>f making great exertiottf, but thef 
parted with those means apparently for no 
other purpose but that of registering.tbeir 
abandonment of the continent* Whether 
the battle of Eylau awakened them to a 
sense of their cnminal omissloOf he could 
not say; or whether they h^d begun to be 
fearful of felling intp disgrace with the 
whole countg^i ior having postponed their 
aid so long; but he dick find some traces 
la bis ofBce, that indicated a disposition to 
rouse from its guilty Ig^hargy ; but nothing 
like sui active step had been taken to suc¬ 
cour those who expected our aid* 

Mr. Windham complimented the noble 
lord on his prudence in reserving these ex¬ 
tensive accusations for an occasion whop 
they were only incidentally introduced) 
and when no specific answer could be made 
to them. He could excuse the temporary 
aarmtb with which the rigbt«bon. gent, 
had launched out on one of those ti^pics of 
accusation ; but the noble lord bad brought 
forth a grand declamation) had assumed 
facts totally unproved, and had made state¬ 
ments wholly without fouudation, for the 
purpose of censuring the general conduct 
of the war by the late administration, (le 
had prudently forborne producing these 
general charges until near the close of the 
session, then incidentally, when no ftply 
could ^ given to them, having omitted to 
bsing forwtfrd any allegations during four 
mouths that he had been in power. As 
far as be could, b# would distinctly go over 
the statements of the nobl^ lord. His fiist 
general charge against his majesty's late 
ministers, was of supineness and abandon¬ 
ment of the continent. Whether an army 
ought to liave been sent at all to the con¬ 
tinent, whether it ought to have been sent 
to one place or ttf anoth^r-^these were 
grand questions of policy not to be deci¬ 
ded immediately, or obliquely* If tbegeii 
opposite had a mind to arraign the 
conduct df the late administration on this 
subject, in Ood's tfame let them appoint a 
alay for that purpose. The question was, whe¬ 
ther It would not have been ridiculous for an 
'osular power, like Great Britain, to attack 
the considerable armien on the continent, 
when the very next mnultc, her own de- 
fenoq might require the qr^sence at home 
\ of evtry soldier whom she could collect f 

* When be said this, he did not Inean to go 
■so far as lotissert, that no occasion could 
in bis opmioa orue, in which* such a co 
operation on ouV part would be unadvise- 

• able* So withtegard to sttbsidiesi were 


we to be tperely the gfoftt baakofEqropOf i 
on which the diffisrent nactons sboeW W 
empowered to draw lo defence oftbelrawik 
existeuce ? Was that a goswblNbit Uf giiva 
them f Was not the resuh Hcely to m 
that they would make no tptntsnrTitf 
exertions ? But in asking these queatipnd* 
did he say, that subsidies ought oeaes tfelfo 
granted f These were great qaestiotts w 
national importance, and not to be d^ldbi 
upon by a declamatory speech, but t» tine 
discussion of which the house ought t* 
come with a full ksfbwledge ofaUtnetfor 
cumstances of the case. The noble lord 
asserted, that the late adnuuiitrotion ou^ 
to have subsidized and se^^Stq^t to 
continent. He, on the 
serted, that iheyougk^ “to have done neb* 
tber the o^e noic:;S;S^lber more than 
did do. When t^y came into office, the 
season was improiwr for sending out troops, 
knd when the prcfier season came, was not 
such aid out oyhe question ? Could it kp 
hoped, that jimen thd mighty powers $t 
Europe, fo^ome time poised in air, 
taken twr pitch and direction, anynd^* 
tary enort made by this country coi^ 
avail ? That the continental powers called 
for our assistance, migRt be easily supposed; 
but when the Imble lord asserted that 
we had given assurances of easiitangg,, 
particularly ^of cavalry,* bII he conldsil^t^^ 
was, tjiat be did not know that such assu¬ 
rances had been given, and that be didhe- 
lieve that they bad been given* This fei^ 
Withdrawn, downfelUhewhoIepite qf argo« 
ment which the noble lord bad been erecting* 
'*For,**said the iwle lo rd,‘*you made no pre^ 
parations to seno assisUDce*'' #eT> true; 
because no assistance had been ptoaised| 
nor was immediateW in view. But the noble 
lord w|p surprized viby no show of assis¬ 
tance lad been made, would assure thd 
noble Iprd, not from ecx^ii^ical motives 
(any nCre than the dischai^^aitraatfporCI, 
wbicfi She noble lord had scnfallariousljr 
ose from the^ decision of the late 
to tcrpiinate all communication 
ontmeut), but from the consider* 
i in the state of ^urope at that 
8 nowise to make a show, as by 
nsl^tion ibS^uemy would bp 
tbeit guard, and might be* 
t objects, otherwise atduoahle^ 
oble lord taOM^f s d n di ug 
to the sj yaiqs of iSuaiia dap, 
thpf^””v^ so absurd, thet jl^ 
y to answer him** yhm * 

a]^y*U had, in point of 


stated 
miiiisti 
with th( 
ation tl 
time, It 
such a del 
put nj^nj 
ablefo^defl 
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ttill r^o 

fttWMi ia ths iiaorfs at hW 'iiia^sty'a late been four .montbi in office, and baa been 
gi Ha ii ftB aeftt» «4 k> bad left the regular force repeatedly, but io vain, called on to briiig 
WttOi rod tbe geiMsral feace 10,000 men, forward distinct auctions against tUeir 
ywigLi tiwi efi&t they received it from predecessors. 

wur pmdecesson.. by tbeaecouiits Lord Ceutlcreagh ,»ud, that in affirming 
’ an the tahW^ wee the increase of the army, that .the 9th regiment of dragotms bad re- 
^om Hmdk 1806, to March 1807, from turned from pursuing its destination, iq ' 
laimleNfer- cauaes that increase might have consequence of the %tate of the transports 
MeSB* -' The late administration been in which they had embarlmd, he was not 
jMlib nCtacked on their conduct, with fegard guilty of mis-stathment—they came back 
Buenos Ayres. Tbe original expedi- to request co|)per-^ttoai8. The grand polU 
dioa to that pSace, though certainly not cy of his late right Hon . friend (Mr.PitQwas, 
sMder tbe orders of Ufe gentlemen opposite, that there was always, during his admi- 
VNMS undertaken by an officer of their nistration, every thing in readiness for thd 
iippolntmeiit; and whose conduct bad immediate embarkation of at least 10,000 
^^nce beeprjdns^d by pretty strong marks men ; a striking instance of that policy, 
^tes^pV^epprobasijoD: for, having beenfound and the good consequences resulting from 
Ipifttyby a cournfiactj al o f a very serious it, was in the successful expedition of sir 
affrcM, hehad,as aremrtr, wheirfresh from David Baird to the Cape; whereas, on his 
the cenfure of that court martial, and in coming into 'office, there was not above 
mockery of its proceedings, been appointed 11,000 toifbage of copper-bottomed trans- 

* mit of bis turn to anotlie^ad most impor- ports.r But certainly the policy between 
^dnt command. A most ^^hievuus step, the two governments was different, for tbe 

one fraught wrth consciences highly I right %on. gent, bad candidly admitted 
Ideihgerous to the interests navy! that his government Uifd no intention 

li^lhu step, however, the nobl^ord and whatever of sending out troops to the con- 
Ihs coUeegues recognized and adopted the tinent, 

iMtoek on Buenos ^res, and now be had I 'Mr, Wmdham denied that he had ever 
modesty (for he wou^d not call it by its made such admission ; what he had said 
Iwbper name) to accuse the late administra- was^ that ttie government had then no im- 
^mfr< 9 f/ioing that which, what had been done meuiatc intention of sending out troops to 
J^^lmtbout tlieir coritrol rendered necessary, the continent, and he had endpavbured to 
^B^to the transports, tire noble lord said, prove that they were then right, in, at that 
he (Mr. W.) had made a magniiicciu time, acting up to such a policy. As to 
Statement of the many thousand tons of the transports, there waS not a single ship 
'Sransperts taken up by tbe late administra- At for that purpose, that was rejected by 
All his mngmdcenre was this fact, the tiansport office, 
tfaak while his majest^f!! late ministers Lord Cai//rre<7g/< said, that all who were 
|>arteif with the larger class of transports, conversant in the nature of preparing ex- 
Ihc three months' ships, for which they had peditions, must know that copper-bottomed 
fio immediate use, and. which weic transports, amouiiling to 10,000 tons^ 

*to be got if wanted, they had laktfi up as could embark only 4000 men. He had 
Slimy as they coifld procure of (f!)p])ered said, that the late ministers left in employ 
wd ^catbed^^ps, which were iK^' be ^behind them but 11,000 tonnage, end hr* 
‘<^aif>ed hurry, and in which 7^^dden contended that such wi& a coiichi6ivV*pfo'nf 
vimnaml created ii great advance Ur price, tliat tbe late governn^pnt had nut then in 
Of this last deacripL'on they badfieft, be idea any effort for the relief of the con- 
hiTteved, a greater uumbeathan tiny found, tinent, , * 

at least such be knew was tbe cof iparative Mr. IVimlham saiVI,. that if tbe.noble lord 

state of the transport service not Icng before took up transports with the same aviditj^ 
^is quilting offic;. Il^^dAhouglit it with which be to^^‘up facts, the present go- 
ftecessary to saj^'^.hus niu^V answer to vernmeiit could never be deficient m trans 

* ^the grqpd flourish of'the»oobltflo^,^ylftch ports. He (Mr/ W.) could not them'^speak 
-tHra eakutoflrf to make an impression at from memory, and therefore be would not, 

qL^iesetsion when it rould. not be as the*ooble lord bad done, tbfow out 
■^iMy *met, uiid ^ dbubt^ vague charges and loose assertions; but 

would wotk in tbel^^l^np^tiring the be. did believe tlut It. wA neft as the 

* tuBimer* - Tbe couuvry," howQ^ would noble lord had so confidently stated; and 
'•1^ forget Utat his majesty^ pmlSter^ bad admitting tire truth of tbs s^tstiient^ hdW 


i 
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t^d it affect the question at inuef " A* 
a ctTtaiQ period every tbitig was out in due 
readiuess for the eabarkatioo of troops to 
the coodueut, oud therefore the continent 
was abandoned by the^nimster of the day ! 
This tDode td' arguio/^ might be new aa ar* 
gtimeiit, but imt new as argument coming 
from the noble lord. 

Mr. ftore ^eieiided the appointment of 
sir Hume Pupbumi wh*icb had been so 
pointedly alluded to by ihe right bon. gent. 
Sir Home Pophani Imu been selected by 
aciniirai Gamhier as his captain, and his 
right of selection was not to lie disputed. 
I^ird Howe had selected sir Roger Curtis, 
end that selection had given nse to uo ani¬ 
madversion. • 

Lord H, Pf/fysaid, that the animadver¬ 
sions on the appointment oi sir Home 
Pophnm initurally follo\ve<i from what had 
been said on the other side witli^respeci to 
that expedition, which had originaltl'd with 
a former ministry, who bad been active in 
bringing forward that officer. As to tlie 
precedent that had been circd, he could 
not accede to it; for he well knew that the 
appointment of sir Roger Curtis had given 
rise to very general dissatisfaction, and he 
had reason to believe that the selection ol 
sir Home Pupham had also given ri^v to 
great diss^alisfaCtion, and he would add, ih^tt 


which, if it did not ctMrtain^^MthKaw ay^ j 
cem of ecoooniy^-cerUiniy* tlid bttt*y 
sublime contempt of'figures.4*xA*gikeat4qft 
nad been said of the supiiMinM of 
government, in not auliug the ^ 

lur allies upon the comtueut. 
however, worthy of uhservation. thlit ifatoi 
tiie year 179S, down to the pivsentyiitfldr> 

It bad been the constant and uniform "pllHlf 
of one set of men in this coniiirv» to taUt 
of rescuing the coiittnent t of saving.^ f<ie^ 
'storing, and establishing Lurope. 'fhat 
had been their undeviatiftg policy; aa^ 
yet this great and mighty plan fabd either 
not yet been rightly concwved, dh If 
had entirely failed, and to 

crease that power it wuv^ettntwsijijs 
throw, U was rvdifiulous to U>k of saVir* 
Rurope, if Europe could not save hersi^ 
ft was not m tht/desperaie affiun of the 
continent that England could step ht and 
save her. Noyshe had only to lo^ to 
better times. jBlie conjd bo mo^t ustIuSMb 
f'tllowing m/viciory, not in rfc inlhj M ^ 
defcar; ji/f therefore, whs a goveitMdi^ 
wise iii^eping up and refusing to exhauit 
the resources ot the country untU UfeV 
could be usefctl > rebus vosmrt 

■ aie seuindip/* I|k however, it was thought 
by gentlemen opposite, that a continental 
cxpedi.idii ought lo havp been foiWai-fthtfL. 


were not tbftt oflicer now absents un tlie ser* and migiu bSve bud efiert^ he railed upo^^ 
vice of Ins country, he shoidd leelii his duly those gentlenieu to state at what onep^ 
to submit to parliament a oiutiunreUtive to dod they would have taken uponihenv 
un enquiiy into a certain bargaining trans* selves to have advised such a rnfaxure. 
action at the Cape, in which the expedition He defied the present ministers tb state 
to South America had originated, and in the specific liiit during that period, m 
which that oflicer was nut a little concern- ^vhich they wouvj say such anexp^^dition 
ed. The noble lord opposite lo him, in his would have been servicenble, TheWapf 
strictures an the late administration, had tlic battle of EyUu bad been generally spo- 
taken an opportunity of giving him hib keriof;^bat vere<be immudtate events of 
share of the general censurer 'i'he itiipu- chat bat 
tation thrown on him by the noble lord,^ entered 
V^iqpld ever coiner as a merit, because 
it was ul^tiipufSuoD of economy. He 
should not be ashamed of having used hib 
fumble ed’orts to husband the resources of ter pe 
tbe*cnuniry in a crisijs like the present, reaciied 


the 

to tli9 
tended 


e forgotten f* Here the noble lord 
into a cunipar&ri\e statement of 
s of the conlinet^-^ubseqeently 
ttles of Ryluu and Uf}i( and con- 
Ht for three months after the lat- 
d, the BritAh troops had not 
e confinent: bad, boqrever, the 


’Vwheii ther# was such demand for the wise, warning loice of bis right hon. friend, ncMt 
and useful, and couaidprate application of no more, Wr. Fox,} been then attended to, 
them. The noble lord'opposite sboula 'be pro;$t]l^oiN^ Europe ipigbt have been 
be, therefore, the less surprized if his own prevent^^for vbat contributed more tq • 
^naoAal proposiiious bad not met with the the*sp4?j|!^a|on df ttfe continent than tbq 
’wllestapprobation from one who yiought coiditioria vraicb were succesliiil^y etnhaA. 
too well of economy to approve of any plan ed in ? ^ 

Aat* went to sqoiit it.- In that case, too, the * Mr. Si 
Boble lofd bad qot torgotteii to deal out bis the pulic^ 

• usual imputations tgaioslhim} when that uo- noblb^i 
ble lufd wasaidKaiUHig to that house a plan noble li 
I Vot. IX* j , V. 3 X 


r'Wmily reprobate^ 
been laid down by t 
contended that eitbe/f 
been directing bis cens 







mipn on our 
tUM he bad to 
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ffUMt Ac )ste premier (lord Grenville), oked upon the nselemnera of ** nmiing « 
fim «u of old •Mcb an advocate for couti- •bow,'' that ic, of making every necessary 
■OoBd oo-oparaUon, or Aat that nobleman preparation for immediate embaAatioo ; 
had jalaly beamaa the convert of tbe eoo- be could only say, that be knew too well 
n o m ica l iatc r b aa cello r of tbe exchequer; bow to pnie that right bon. gent.'s inge* 
he cidicttled tlw application of tbe classi- nuity to tuppoae for a moment that that 
aaji Rotation with which tbe noble lord bad gentleman did not perfectly understand the 
fowagmd theliouse—et rebus vosmet ser* nature of, and good coftsequences that might 
vtteaeetuidis ;’**->for, if it meant any thing result from, a wellv^managed 'diversion.— 

CO ai^lied. It was to be rendered thus— He was perfectly ready to confess, that 
•* wfaiie victory is with you, tie will be his noble triend ought to retract one part 
with you; hut the nipment it leaves you, of his accusation, and that was, that the 
we shall leave you, and wait for better right faon. gent, had not acted dextrously 
tUMS." He said, that from his own official on his own plan; for if he bad determined 
docuniMU he had authority in stating that completely to abandon tbe continent, 

^^he continent bed the fuU certainly be acted on that plan with the 
tation^f assistance and co-ope- gteatest assiduity and effect. When the 
paru; agd^of all tbe difficul- nght hon. gent, urged, that it was for the 
contend^wilh sin0e his co- interest of this country to shut itself up, 
ning intp offic e, the most difficult was lint and abandon the continent, and when the 
of endeavounng to satisfy ^foreign minister^ noble lordStated the bcnefus ul economy, 
for tl|e gross failure,on oui^p^,in answer- he put'it to them to declare, whether they 
Aeie expectatjiODS. difficulty actiitdly believed that cither on econom*- 

however, in a g«yt degree re- cal war, or an efficient could be se- 

by what had fallen, in\br course cured by abanduiimg the cuuUnent, and 
gf Ulg present debate, from th^ right thus setting the continent the example 
(Mr, Wmdbaoi). And, as it [of abandoning this country. It was not 
fM| matt kBewa, by some means or trfie, tliat in tbe last war tbe negoctalions 
what passed withip tliat bouse went with Trance bad always been commenced 
^to tbe public, to the country, and to by Uie continental powers t the lustancef 
. ihr iii w qr Id; he r|^}piced that the couutiy were numerous m w^h thry bad‘been led 
Pthers would theteby be f>utuipoBbes- by Gttat &nt«n. in the pieseot war, Giwat 
ai^oCwhaticO foom the right bon: gent,, Britain and Russia were on equal terma. 
WoPP he a dmit ted with Aat caudour, of Russia bad but a remote inkersft in the- 
which ecrtainlv beeould not, divestbtmseli contest: if, therefore, u'were said, that by 
if he would, tW the late government had making peace wiA France, Russia bM 
not m view any eapedi^ to the conti- abandoned ui,^ he would answer, that we 
wjnt, ^ oby, be ask^ ba4 they nolf had enga^Ml with Russia—not for the pur- 
lydahf deny opportumty the most fo* chase of her blood and exertums, but that, 
V n saab fo y Here th^ right secretary saemg bar manfully struggling against ibe 
we^lMlgw4ctadof the history of the late common enemy, we bad engaged to lend 
. f y y to g lfo M affecting Pruseia, M con- her our aid. * Russis, however, ffodtaB 

i,,tiwtneW was there an ocfcsioe w that no assisfooce wss at band, and that . 
, ^assUupqnoB tbe partof Gi*at Brn thepromisesofGreatBntaiohad'VMiAseT^ 
leinwoidd|Xiivebecn more oppoitum or m air, after sbewiog&l^^ wrik'^lteoouM 
nwiv effccti\e; and as to the luileriw of biftr up agaiqst the overwbelaniig torreut 
Prussia, there couhknot exist a dwbt from of French power, had agrceil to make 
^nature of Ae eoutestjp besides I peace. 'Ibe late ^uuliliuii bad Lertaiiily 
that Phissia bad, since htr runikire with lermniated wiA regard to us lA a inaiuaec^^ 
Frauce, refused peace with that t;hwer, uu- different from auy,ot tbe tonuet ones. In 
lesscpapludediu^ncert^i^b^ssia. In former roahtioivi', the powcis ol the con- 
^ l/lHb it was thought wise^6suU«iihaePru»- tincnt left us aluue, and tied from Aeir 
m and co-operate with her nwaroeh(oSu- engagements; now tliey bad left ustffloue. 


jjKe her tojpi beyond her 
'nrthe lotT^mpuip^ sdM 
deeply interested 
^tur^, it was Aougbt 

oud impolitic to join with b^ 
Bion cause* But the right 


tiers; but but they had nut ffed from their eiigsge- 
was so ments, uoriD tbe slightest degree violated 
''y van.' their faithb if the ngbt bpn* gent, die* 
unwise, puled this, he would go suep by step to (be 
lhe%pm- proofs 

Mit, lutd •The Salidiur'^encral for S< otland depre* 
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CBted' the manner in which the name and 
'appointment of an bon. oflScer (sir H. Pop- 
ham) had been introdooed into the discus- 
eion by a noble lord opposite. If that noble 
lord thought that tfaore was any thing cul¬ 
pable imputable to that odicer» it was his 
duty to bring forward a chdrge against him, 
whilst he was in thit bouse, and had an 
opportuDiiy*of defendinjg himself. When 
he looked to the manner in which that topic 
bad been that evening .introduced, be must 
say that he thought it highly indecent. If 
the noblo lord bad attended to the result of 
a former enquiry instituted in that bouse 
against the aame gallant officer, it might 
have bad the effect of inducing him to 
abstain from the charges wbich he bad th^t 
ni^ urged. For his own part, he must 
deny, that there bad been any thing in that 
enquiry, or in the judgement of the court 
martial upon his conduct, that could render 
his appointment as captain of tffe fleet, 
improper or irregular. The nolje lord 
might have Ibnnd, in the case of a junior 
officer, captain Bowen, who bad been ap¬ 
pointed by the late commander-in-chief of 
the channel fleet, captain of the fleet, just 
ground of complaint. He did not mean to 
aay, that tlie officer to whps^^pointment 
alluded, was not a most meritoriouo offi¬ 
cer, or that bdbad not performed tbeduties 
of the staMon to which he bad been ap*i 
pointed with ability and credit, but be 
me.ntkmed the cgrcumstauce only to shew, 
that that i^pointmeot was not strictly con- 
foirinahle to the practice of the service. 
He hoped the noble lord would ^1, that 
it waa not justifiable by such chafes as he 
had made, in the absence of the dividual 
against whom they wen directed, to en- 
dedvour to wbuper«e«ay cfaaraeler of 
gay officer. * 

■ ^ Mr^ JPid^rced said,^ tbait * any thing 
NghK^oeborred ioj^t house could not be 
ebairacte Hs ed u S ^ msperiDg upon the suIh 
ject to wbich it applied. His noble friend 
Jhad adverted to a transaction that had 
altoady appeared iD«aU the newspapers, 

■, the agreement entered into between sir 
H. Popham and sir 0. Baird, respecting 
the division of the prizd^ money, before a 
single mau had been embarked on the expe- 
t ditioVagainst Buenos Ayres, wbich, he said, 
I was a fit subject to be euquirecKiutp in that 
bouse. In fact, the matter was at present 
the subject a suit in one of the courts of 
law. As to Uiib appointmeut of sif H 
Popham to the post he filled, he must say, 
that tt had giuen general dissatisfaction itf the 

/ . . • 


navy. At to the rUthoo. gedt. opuosim 
(Mr. Canning), he had piled kimwist 
on awkward situation, hy -^jbe staMrinttit 
which he had that night maie; If te,' ^ 
bis friends, thought that the Mle migiitiffi 
bad not done their duty, ch^ shduM hristg 
a charge against them; and he ¥6M 
pledge himself, if they should iwdnagt a 
case^ to support them. But ha was ri* 
Iteved from that duty, by the mis-stateaeBti 
of the noble lord (Castlrreagb) and tha 
right hon. gent, lihat noble lord bad*,' ih 
utter contempt of all historical fact, and 'lih 
perversion of all circumstances and dates, 
imputed to the late adminUtrattOn of 14^ 
months, all the evils of*;the*^^^QediDKU' 
years administration. The bouse, 
of this, should rq^oileot how the contest 
bad beguft. It would appear from the dlf«» 
patches of lord Of L. Gower in M05, that 
^Austria bad been dragged ^ato the war, 
when she dedared herself >tbat the was 
not pi^ared jor it. After having hroi^|^ 
AustriatoWrruin, and subsidized 
rested R^ia, the right bon. sentleasi^hlMS 
chargqa all the. evils that restuthd from tudi 
measures upon-his hon. friends, afoo ItoA 
succeeded to the end af that contest. 
it was charged #pon the late adminiitiw- 
tion, that they had ruined the contment. 
He denied fact; It was Mr. Fitt,*dnd -tlui 
measures pursued under hn admimstration, 
Uiat bad ruined the continent; and high^ 
as he respected the character of-lord Ortih 
ville, of whom he had not the honour of 
much personal knowledge, he ha^not dia* 
covered atgr gwnd for altering the opinion 
he fo nfr OOl y entmtained upon that subject. 
It waa aesieoessary to recur to the rapid 
events l&at had occurred firofa the bttttle of 
to the hattle of FriedlMid, events 
o force tlmt could be seal from this 
could have averted for a single day. 
:gle hour. As to tM.hffers m peace 
ia, from the inomeot m the flight of 
from Jena, she was as incaimblebf 
ace without\he consent ofRuaala, 
^ytug*on the war after* the arrafis* 
iisit. The noble lord bad obser- 
. that be shewed bis indepen¬ 
dence b^nimadvbrting upon his friends, 
ag wqljiauis advdirsaridi. For his past# 
'as mucli aRacbed to party as apy 
uld DC; but on such 

sMtokl dpver suffer auy considergiion Jo 
ueiffie bin unbiassed jodgment; and 
It hra toflk upon suci) Otcas^ns, 

benefit his country by el^iHttag 
th fri^m botfa^ sides upon gbese 



PAUL. X>1BATSS, ‘ 


MlMrtttnt M to lard ^firenviUe, 

•ijmy^M.w^ullt ttBo# him t* be an able 
Ipiroctah, mai this he Mroold say of bim^ 
tlmt M h4d d^yirrtmd of the Spanish war 
Tha^oebhi k>rd«ppoaite lied said, that after 
the* eei^iMitioB had brohes off, an arm* 
(Hiould bseebeec) eenttotbeimpportof Hrus- 
tiftthntHnistiawas tbeaatxvar with us.aiKi, 
^Eterthehttitle of A urrstad t,the winter s^a&ui 
leadered it impossible to send any expedi- 
tioit* . Where could men have been then 
tent to co-operate wtth the Rubsiaus, even 
alter tlie battle of E^lau, which be stil 
looked upon to have been disastrous for the 
i^ltossiaoaf It bad been said, that Prussia, 
Ih^iointajadflf coalilion before the battie u 
Aumriln, might ha\c turned the scale, 
which he did not tnink would have beep the 
Bi d Pi but she ikeg^lected that opfkjrtumty, 
&ud had broua^'t berseli^into her present 
situation, as'be had before said, by bet 
iiKane rashness. Here this country theu 
without an ally, r Jf tbA.Iate ministers 
hhid lu'ought it into that situatlhn, a chargf 
woghtiobe brought agaiirst tnhm lor it, 
rather than by misrepreseutution, t^mpute 
lvalue Se ibem. Lven at this lute period 
01 the session* he ahoisld think the enquiry 
alight be gone into* anS he hoped thgt 
timra would be no objection to the produc- 
thm of all commuaicutioas with the Prus. 
fian government. I'be rightbon. gentlemen 
OMosiCe, when after the dissolution they 
l^wrrangru every thing for the election, 
then turu^ their attention to the coiiti-' 
iwot. 11'be expeditions they had sent out 
^ wished ought prove sdrcessful, but be 
hoped Uie’gwiOBld not prove tm-example 
of that‘dispersion of the dis(>oseable torre 
of the aouotry, which bad been charged 
^K>fi his wight hon4 frjctfds. 

Air. Secretary Canning said, tlmCU was 
no mote the dujy^of the present n; 
to bring a c-l^fge sguiusl their prcdeaifasors, 
than it was tire duty of their predercft<irs 
to hruig a charge against thenr He 
iliougiit his predecessors wrong, ^d that 
they had tKined the continent. B|tus thi: 
conduct of an existing govertiniejTt might 
HtWive the dbuntry lu di^usie^ if the 
ptnRleiiicii C7p(iaeit& thou^t tli^ wrong, 
vfbey uut*bt to bridg aebawe agnn^lfaeqi. 

Mr. ITr/i/r/iffffi roseTS crear itmeV^in 
SQpift-* Aisseft^sentations of tlie\rf^bt 
hrmou^abll: sec^iary of state./ Hoj^ilred 
jfis ingenuity aud elot|uencG fvery we 
•^l di^ not thii^jL his \rgi 
OTst respectable. He ilkiputed < 
aasd'i'.cus to gentlemen* t^at i 

^ V 



nnsvrar tboji^ hii^sel^ hy whieft means h^ 
had always enough (osay. A man nbgbi 
iery easi^ be affluent who coined bis own 
money. There- was iiu want ot words* 
\liere be bad a manufat^tory of epittiets. 
The right bon. gent* went on bnskly* for 
he rode verylight, and carriedno weight,-^ 
He then shewed the dlttereiice between tha 
''V^tem of the lust iniuisti'rs, asHo continen* 
tal afiairs. and that which was imputed to 
them. They bad not seen any proper op« 
poriunity for a diversion, or they would 
have made it. They had made no promise 
and neglected it. After various explanar 
tory remarks* be begged geiitUmeu to pr^ 
ter their charges tairly and serif>usly, and 
ht would meet them. He requested the 
house to mark the right hon. secretary's re- - 
rf*ipt for niukiug speeclies. He pui all 
sorts of ridiculous things into the mouths 
of his polilical opponents, that he niigtit 
tiiake <nit his speech, by answering them* 
He miple them something like a st^ond 
,>erson* in a diaiogue, wl^ii was made to 
<alk a good di al of nonsense, to set olf bis 
opponent in the argument. Bui though be 
iikcd eli.quence very weV, he could not 
nruise the respectability of tin* right hon. 
gent.'s arguments. The resoiulioii was 
ibeijfput, aud carried. 

Ou the question, that *15,000/. be 
granted for luspecUng Fieid-oflieers of Vo« 
lunieers* 

Mr. Windham contended, that even in 
the opinion of the volunteers themsehes, 
these were useless. They iiiighi be inspei.t* 
jd by the generals of the districts. '] his 
nad been a proji^ci to answer elrctiou pur¬ 
poses. As It had done all the good it 
could <lo in that wa>* he thought the mi- 
Ulsters niiglit give up the nnitter, and savu 
some expt nee to tlie piihhc.. 

The Secietnrif at War wished to know if 
the inspection by generals ol districts had 
iieeii practised during*ili^'%%^'bti»>-<T. genu’s 
admiuistrutiun. The nuaiber oi volunteers* 
lie believed* was in muuy iRStances greater 
where there were no, general olficers. As 
to thf! idea of a job* he asserted that the 
inspi'Cting 6eld»ot1iaers had in general, or 
rather without an exception, been re«ap. 
pointed* witlumt regard to the degree of 
merest they migh'l possess. It could,iliere^ 
fore* be^of little consequence whether the j > 
re-gppoinrmeni bed taken place cm the evn 
of an election or not.' He cqntended tnat 
the volunteer spirit had greatly subsided iu 
many counties since tliat ciglA bon. gent. . 
ha& come into oRtce* • 





^ Mr. fTiiMam admitted tliat a .relaxation 

• in the volunteering apirii had taken place; 
but maiutained that it bad manifested itself 
some considerable time previous to bis 
conuug into office. ^ 

General Tathtou said, the volunteers in 
the district iu which be bad the honour to 
coinmaodi, could never have reached the 
state of discipline to which tliey had arrived 
but fbrtbe exertions c^hr Inspecting Field- 
officers. If on invasion bad taken place 
two years ago, they woOld have been able, 
from that district, in the course of two days, 
to have produced 3p»O00 men within leu 
miles of the metropolis. 

Mr. Calcraft stated that before his right 
hou* friend (Mr. Wiiidham)caroe into office^ 
the Volunteer force bad decreased from 
400>000 to 318,00(X, and during his ad» 
ministraiion they bad falleu ‘od in a much 
' less proportion, not having decriaued above 
20 or 25,000 meu. He remembereddhat he 
himself, as a volunteer, had been inspect¬ 
ed by majoA|ffinerals and lieuteuaift-gene- 
rais, and he did not see why that practice 
might not be continued. The gallant ge¬ 
neral (Tarleton) bad now his head-quarters 
at Qath, and it was a great pity that the 

• parliament did not sit there, as in such a 
'.^ase the gallant general could reconcile his 

senatorial duties with the duties of com¬ 
manding o^cer of the district, and in such 
case be might again honour the volunteers 
so far as to review them. 

General Turltdtn said dfew words in ex¬ 
planation, and imputed to the hou. gent, 
great military ignorance. 

Mr. Ruse retorted the charge *of a job, 
by alluding to the 300 surveyors of taxes, 
proposed to have been appointed by the 
late adintnistraticn. ^ 

Air. Ben^ord deprecated the system of 
rernminution which had become so much 
>B..the prsciico of members on both sides of 
the lirftTlr^,^__j^>*rTlir subject immediately 
before the n^use, |^e felt liimself necessita¬ 
ted to say, that the language held in that 
^msise by the right bon. gent, and the mea¬ 
sures adapted by l^inf, bad such an effiect 
on the volunteers Ireland, as to make 
at least ofTe half of those who had been 
ino&t zealous iu the service, turn their backs 
UpQXjt. * 

The SoHciior^Gfneral of Scojland spoke 
fif Scotch volunteei^, wjiom 
he^lso stated to have been ve^y much dl«« 
couraged by the language of Mr* Windham. 

Air. fftndkam arguments of the 
last bon. aigl learned, gent, were merely 


to the 0 I 4 ^ne, “ No pay, no Swiss.” Thii| 
wonderful relaxation of tbp spirit ef the' 
Scotch volunteers, was to be attributed td 
some diminution of the former allowance. 
If, however, the number of the Scotch vofi* 
lunteers was much diminished, it must be 
allowed, that this diminuiion began long 
before he came into office, or had any pro¬ 
spect of coming into ofl^e, and theiefdhi 
these gentlemen must have had the gift of' 
second sight, to know both that he would 
come into office, end what he was to pro! 
pose. He bad oftenP objected to what wai 
called the volunteer system: but as to the 
individuals themselves, it was impossihb 
that any one could pretend to turn into' 
ridicule the population of £ngland,'lrelapd; 
or Scotland, or that proportion of the po« 
pulaliou which evidently appeared most 
ardent in the genei^l defence. As to what 
an bon. gent, had said abou^ tbe*diBgrace 
of criminaiton and rerrifnination between 
the different pajrties, he agreed so far in that . 
opinion, tb^he did ndt wish unuecessarily 
to itidulg&^ it; but if it obviously occur¬ 
red in t|ib course of a discussion, he wa| 
not cufitent to pair offi 

Hr. Laurence said, be recollected a veiy 
different history^ reflecting that corps. 
'I'hey were a corps that wanted greater ahr* 
lowances*to be made to them than wblit 
was usual. •An hou. general ('rtttleton) 
had, iuhis explanation, accused an bon*’ 
friend of his of gross ignorance in militaiy. 
matters. The bouse would, liowrever, rw» 
collect that about a fortnight ago, (he boo. 
general had exvted all his military calcu" 
lation to persua^ the bouse that Bonaparte 
had advanced so far iu PolaudHhat it was 
next to impossible be should ever be able 
to retreat. Afierjio recent a promulgation 
of his^ilitary opinions, he thought ^be 
bouse would not Itelievc that every tnilitery 
man wp completely ignoi’unt^of his prei^ 
sioi^ wo might differ in opiniau from the 
hon. Kueral.—After some conversation, 
the co&mittee divided : For the vote S4 
Againsttt24. • 

A vonoferedit, amounting to4,500,000/. 
for Grel Britain, and 500,0^0/. for Ireland, 
was also^ropa^d an^ agreed to, aftef 

B itiou from Uyd 11. Petty, sir J. 

id JNlrhJKndhain. The Cha&«* 
Q Exchequer, ii| answer to the 
i against the amounti Atth'^fehat 
many exigencies which* might 
employ men t of t he surplus* ' 4^ 
ample, might be supposed tqt* 
it might be necessary to caQ 


/ 
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the Tolunteerft and place them on full 
^y,—The several other grants having been 
pot and carried, the hpuse resumed, and 
report was ordered to bP received to¬ 
morrow. 


^OUS£ OF COMMONS. 

^^/tfgUSt 3. 

" pE^WBWCANs' Lickn.cr Hill,] ^ Mr. 
i$jlmdia/i presented a petition from certain 
publicans, &c. praying the aid of parliament, 
In alleviation of ccrta^ grievances with 're¬ 
spect to the granting and revoking of Li¬ 
cences. Tlie pctinon was ordered to lie on 
the table. Mr. S. then rose and said, that 
the petition he jhst had the honour of pre- 
ieating was signed by niore than 1,000 per¬ 
sons. As to the abuses of which that pcli- 
tion complained, and the remedy which he 
proposed for those abii^s, he must ut pre¬ 
sent decline entering into them. Me con^ 
tended that they could be satisfactorily 
proved upon the n\osl unq\iestionable tes¬ 
timony, at the bar. He said tbuVbc had made 
.every enquiry iiilo the alledged otiuses, and 
had nu doubt he should convince g^lemen, 
to their astonishment, of the cruel and 
grindingoppression ^ich iu many instances 
had been practised towaitt$ that body. The 
great object of bis endeavour to relieve 
them would at lea^t be, to have it made cer¬ 
tain by parliament, that the* bread, the 
livelihood, Ibe very means of existe'nce to 1 
those people and their families, should not; 
depend on the will or the caprice of any 
two magistrates, without an appeal to some 
of the courts of judicature J lie concluded 
by nioving, that leave be glreii to bring in a 
bid to amend so much of tbe3'2d and others 
of the king as relates to the granting and 
withholding licences from ale-iiou^ keep¬ 
ers, &c. li 

The CAaneellor of fAc ExcAeffurr mad no 
objection to the motion, but did lliwk that 
the right hdn. gent, should have dii|ilh:il) 
stated the instances of cruel and binding 
bppretsilin he had such verw strong 
terms couiplaiiicd of. ll aAy of th|| magis¬ 
tracy had been guilty of such a moacli of 
their doty, it might be made the Abject of 
a criminal action. 4 He c^ld uJ approve 
^ of the line of distinction ^ righniQ|i.^gent 
kerned fo draw lietw^i the magisi 
Alftera few wpfds between Mr. S. 
thiff“^Iaripiis of Titchtield, and A 
C«^op^, the motion wa« agreed to. 



{Militia Tuansklh Hill!] O n 
wfder df the day, for the t'urtbeiSifiacfflBs- 

of tl)i* bin, 


Mr.^ .F/waA/aiid argued against the pr^. 
ciple of the bill, and thought that tbe^ils* 
tia bad many advantages over the regulars. 
The man that was good at the foil, could 
not be unskilful a^ the sword; and he 
thought the illustration applied .well to the 
militia. The latter was a more settled and 
compact force, and were less liable to the 
ill effects of a eoustant succ^ion of new 
officers, than the regular forces. The bon. 
gent, dwelt on the importance of uniting, as 
much ae possible, thecharacter of the sol* 
dieraiid the citizen* The militia force was 
a most constitutional body, and ought not 
by any means to be discouraged, as would 
be done by the present bill. He must also 
dbjccl to it as going obliquely to undermine 
the system of military service introduced 
last year by his right, hon. friend, while it 
was not directly and manfully brought 
under the Consideration of the bouse. 

Mr,*IEAit.iAed Keene rose and said : In 
this laye stage of the important subject now 
before the house, 1 beg lea.*. A'to trouble it 
for a short time. I am one of those that 
voted for the measures proposed by his ma¬ 
jesty's ministers, not that I thought them 
cofnplete for the purpose, or that they were 
the best that might liave been devis^, but 
because, after haviug considered every 
thing that has been thrown Out oir the dif« 
ferine sides of the house, (who all agree in 
the end although they differ as to the meant) 
1 thought this mode preferable, from a per¬ 
suasion that as it was apparent a large defi* 
cieiicy must exisf for some time in our mi* 
Utary establishments, it was the interest of 
our country, under the present exigency, 
the deficiency should be thrown on the mi¬ 
litia, rather than on our regular force; 
both ou the probability of that deficiency 
being sooner filled up with trained soldiers, 
Ipplicable to every purpose, than by any 
other mode proposed ^ and again, the 
probability of that deficieh\i;^H'*t4St militia, 
being made good in aa easier and /note 
t’conomicul manner, tlian it would be if it 
existed in the troopsQf the line. The len|^h 
to which this session has been pTotracted, 
by tile circumstances tvhich If&vs* occurred, 
may, perhaps, justify the officers of govem- 
moiii in not proposing to this house at pre¬ 
sent further tiieasuFet, u hicli possibly ohight 
retard tljis aieasure, which promises^axpe- 
ditiously a great increase ofaWfttTorceof 
the country*-adapted either tp offensive or 
defensive operations. As‘government has 
the best means of jndgingdiow far the daii- 
gervnay be more os less innuiurntt on them 
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lies (he reipontibility of tfamkiog do more I acceptance of tbei^ enrvices* This French « 
need be done in the present session. How* | detachment after some succ^Sr and liaviiig/ 
ever inconvenient a further attendance I advanced considerably into the countryt be*” 
might bci that incoavenience would plead I ing die 9 .ppointed in their expectations of a 
but little, should any injury to our country I faithful, numerous, and zealous co-opera* 
take place, which might have been pre-1 tion for which purpose they had brought n»any 
vented by further me^ureS. 1 trust they I arms, surrendered. Had they not been disap*, 
ore not mistaken^ and 1 have the satisfac-1 pointed iti this expectation, it is not easy to 
tion of believing from w^al has fallen from appreciate the important advantages that 
ministers, that they intend taking the ear- must have resulted (rf^m this patriotic aotof 
liest opportunity to ameliorate, extend and I the British militia; the act of tlie legislature 
organize a more complete system of de-1 iio'wever in its progress through the houses 
lence and offence; it would be wasting be of parliament met with much opposition, 
time of the house, *to occupy it, in eiidea*! In mentioning this, 1 am far from intending 
vouring to prove an imperious necessity, | to impute any blame those gentlemen 
which must overrule all minor objections I who made that opposition. 1 am persuaded 
to such measures as may put our internal Ihny acted, according to their view of^fae 
security on the be^l fooling, and uUo afford subject, yi the manner most conducive to 
Uie best means of preserving our external the best interest oLtbeir country. Gentle¬ 
greatness. Every thinking man’s mind be- men will also recollect, that on the renewal 
ing naturally employed on tho2e great ob-rof hostilities with France, when Buonaparte 
jects, may I be permitted to submit to the lined the coast opposite to ours with bis 
house some Suggestions, which 1 b^mbly legions, and began to assemble Uisfloti'lla at 
conceive are^/ell worth being considered, Boulogne, many regiments of the Irish mi- 
and that they may be so modeled as to I Utia, seeing England threatened^ seized the 
promise to effect this great object as far as I oppoi^nity of testifying their gratitude by 
the physical powers of our country will ad- offering to come here; at the same time 
mit. They are the Suggestions of a man, some regiments of finglisb militia agm 
’\ who having served many years at the bead volunteered to ^ to Ireland: at tbatmo^ 

' pf the militia of the county of which he was ment, some most respectable leading cha* 
also lord, (aifd had tberefore better means racters in yiat service,* thought {IVoper to 
of being acquainted with the bearing and I publish Resolutions expressing strong dis- 
operation of the militia laws in the different I approbation of that measure, and stopped 
situatioDiofour country,^andduringsevera11 it. 1 cannot help lameutid^ that tb^ 
oTtheGampaignsintheAmencauwar,inma-|thought it their duty so to act, as^t is ob- 
ny-ofthe last war with France, and in various vious that th^ facility of mutual defence 
parts of Great Britain, employed a strong was and will bt^hereby embarrassed; ■and 
. understanding in weighing the advantages I what is of no iSss iinportancepthough' nut ' 
i< and disadvantages attending this service, I so obvious, that it prevents the intermix* 
i according to the different circumstances of ture of a c-onsiderable part'of the pdpula* 
our country. Sir, I apprehend, however tion ofjthe two cofinf^ies; a measure which 
great our gratitude ought*and must be to would>^o further in seven years to render 
those enlightened and provident patriots the umon not merely nominal, but real, 
who introduced tod established this most I than jpe present mode of proceeding will 
impoTE&tnssgd^m national defence, bow- do ^nmfty. I know too well the zeal 
ever competent ibhas proved to its object with Shich the genyemen of the loilitia 
,during former times, yet no man will con- have &ted, the privations to which they 
tdbd that, in the prgsent state of Europe, have » long "submitted, not <o be per* 
(which if is necey ry only to allude to) suadedlhat they on that occasion also aci- 
the sam^ofl^SfemVuist be applicable. 1 cd accolWing to their views df the best inte* 
here must beg leave to adwert to what many rest of tlwir coMtry, %nd that, bad they ' 
gentlemen in this house, must recollect in I t^oug^ ve emengjr^required it, they* 
when a French detachment had land-1 wcAtd^readily have gone ^here. * At the 
, ^^J l fllrela nd; many of the reggnents of sw^time that I think so highly'ofitheir 
^'TEemTM^ of this country volunteered pAj^sm, I am not less persaad^ thet 
their servicqz to the sister kihgdom, witiilfiLA their good sense* they wonkl., 
an alacrity audieal never to be forgotten. I tCrme^ the enemy in Munster 
As the laws stood and now stand, an act oft oBg^fllKn in Yortshireor these 

tbe tegislatuve was necessary to lega(iz^ the nMnousidgraVions <io not iaime<liatel| 
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t hfleng to tho qoMion bofbro us* 1 shall say 
)»o more on tbtm at present; if it was per¬ 
mitted fo^so insignificant an individual as 1 
atn, tu mention himself, I would say, that 
having had the honour to serve several 
Oampaxgos in difierent parts of Europe^ 
having had the honour to serve 39 years 
in this house, and having attended all the 
^ discussions on ihei^e important subjects, 
1 pmuma to think «myst‘lf not totally 
incoriipetent on them; and concurring, as 
1 do, ID the soundness tf these Suggestions, 
and persuaded that great nalional advan¬ 
tage may he derived Irom them, I ^ill take 
the liberty to la(/ them before the hmi^e. 
Tbgy are us follow :—l, To enable V^o- 
** hmteers to propose to his majesty’s lieii- 
** tenants of counties, to form tijemselves 
** into local militia, to 1^ regularly trained 
^ for 28*duY^, with the same establish- 
** ment, in the same manner, and un- 
** der the same regulations as the old 
^ militia used to be'in time of peace. To 
** lea\e their counties only in ease of invu. 
" sion or iniinineut danger thereof,^ The 
object of thi' clause is tu establish, little 
expence, under command and under oflicers 
of some expenence, % body of men, 
which may be speedily aj^lied to the putv 
lie service tu case of emergency. I would 
wish tliis'souice of tupply to be /extended to 
the uuiuber of l60,00(i. Jtmayalso^ if it 
shall be consonant with the wisdom of 
parliaineiit,*’to adopt the next proposition, 
be madSLS source whence may be drawn 
a supply of men to keep thcf embodied mi¬ 
litia* constantly full.—2. ^ To enable hi^ 
majesty accept the v juntary services 
** <»f one fourili part of the embodied mu 
** litia annually, to serve in the regular ar- 
** my. And if the meli ho volunCTenng, 

** were put invariably into the rejmeiits 
** that are reppted to belong to the rounttes 
** from wlience the men cop^e, wAii^ver 
** those regiments shall v.^iit recruiC or be 
^ augmented; ifensigncics weresoKtimes 
^ given on the recouimciidatjon of imt lords 
** lieuteimhts, to young men of tholj coun- 
** ties; tliese two measures coulntiot fail 
^ of adding much to the t^ililv oAeeping 
^ OuF regular force compete; as those 

two l^t arrangclimi^are witk«*tlie 
** power of tb^ commaDder-in-ebi^'feat 
* ilU^nt:ti» personage will GertuinlyjM^t 
whatever on consideration sball^Qhmr 
It calculated for such important purpose^' 
Tbe ol^ect of this clause is 
44tvious) d regular supply of 
U) th» regular arm^. 1 woUd 


force, the’embodied militia, to he carried 
to the extent of 80,000 for Great llritain, 
giving annually a recruit of 30,000 men to 
the army, and establishing a force commen¬ 
surate (as 1 apprehind) for the ordiaary 
purposes of tbe kingdom; thereby leaving 
the whole, or the greatest part of the regu* 
lar army, a disposeable force.-*3« '* To 
** enable lieutenai)ts of counties to accept 
“ the voluntary services of as many men 
“ from the local militia as would fill up the 
'* deficiency occasioned by tbe drafts from 
the emlxidied militia into tbe army. If 
there shail be a deficiency of volunteers 
tor filling up the embodied militia, that 
**,defiiiency to be made goqd by a ballot, 

** without exemptions, and deficiencies in 
tbe local militia to be supplied annually 
** by a simiUn ballot.” The object of this 
clause is to make use of the ballot only when 
indi£>|)e; 2 r’^ble, and then in a manner little 
iiurtbensome.—4. ** To enable lieutenants 
** ofcoonties to employ thestafi' of tbe local 
militia in training the men^tfiended to be 
** transferred tu the embodied militia, du- 
** ring the time such staff may not be actu« 

** qlly on duty with the local mllitm.” The 
object of this clause is to have theeinbodied 
luililia complete in inenilicrs acquainted ; 
with the use of arms.— 5, “ To enable biS'' 
majesty to direct lieutciKints of counties, 

“ if be should see it proper sa*to do, to 
employ tbe said siafT of the local militia, 

“ wlien not otherwise employed in exer- 
** cibing the persons bound to serve under , 
“ the provisions of the 'IVainiiig act.” Tbo 
object of this clause is to give farther effi¬ 
ciency to the Trainbig act, which is admn 
rable, as giving to tbe crown the positive 
command of a large body of men in case of 
emergency, but,,wbirh In its actual progrese 
amounts to a muster of meu.'—l humbly 
oonceive that it is uo small recoiuroendation ^ 
I of these Suggestions, thaC^ tbe s^^ime, ^ 
that if adopted logetherTtlr^wi^l^ draw 
forth tlie physical powers of the population 
in tt most efficient and in the least expen* 
sivG manner, and mukially strengthen eafh 
other, they may be appli^.wiih advantage ^ 
separate, witlmutadopd^ 1116*^016. The 
one, to which tbe*greatest objections would 
be made, is that of enabling his majesty 
to accept annually so considerable a mimbcr jj 
of volunieedi into the regular snny.,.'^hit n 
js nut tbe moment to discuss tbfl^Mst ip* ” 
portaiitsubj^t,! shall not therefore intruida 
longer on the time of the hbese. 

The A'fcrcfery at fTer thought the pre* 
senf measure might hofve beetf assented ta 
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witbout entering upon the plfto^Uastyefar ; 
Imt as it bad been brought fQpvard bo ofteH. 
be would call tbe atteatfon of the bouse to 
some facts relative to that plan, as they 
appeared by the paperg on the. table of the 
house. The object of that plan was to 
r'provide a great increase fur tee' regular 
'• army, and if it bad fkiled in tliat, there 
. was an end ^o the argument against tbe 
t present measure, as trSnehing upon it. 
''J'be right hon. secretary then stated iVum 
the returns, that tbe nun^ers recruited in 
f'tUe first six months of 1806, were ,9*9^^ 
men. These were tjie nurnt>ers enlisted, 
>; and allowances were certainly to be made 
^ fur those above the military age, and under 


the sijse; but it was to be considered^ thal^ 
during 3 of these months the recruiting, 
under the Additional Force act^was crumped 
by its being understood that it*was to be re- 
I pealed. Hoys be put out of tba question 
f on both sides. Hut if he allowed OiSl) men 
r for the mimbei rejected, he thought it 
) would be ftifb;, sufticient. The niraibers 
# procured under tbe right hon. gent/s sys- 
tein, in the first six months, were 9,091 
f men. This view of the case was certainly 
> not very favourable lo the plan, as it pro- 
^cured no more than the old system. It was 
VaUo to be considered, tiuit the right l^on, 
^^geiit.’s system* had been in full operation 
during tiie|ix months adverted to. It was 
that tlic last six months had been 
^If more productive than the preceding period, 
f hut that was accoiftited foi* by the addition- 
^ al number of recruiting parties appointed, 

I and the threat of dissolving the second baita- 
lionb,unless they procured a certain number 
of men by a given time. 'I'he casualties of 
the whole uraiy were about 18,000 men, 
and this was all the plan provided for, with¬ 
out taking into account the^number who 
would claim their discharge. The number 
(';of desertions, too, appeared to be equal f 
ainotig*te g^re<jp jia^ndcr his plan and the 
|former syc^lem, thoi^h the last six months 
was rather lu favour of the former. 

Dr. Laurence begged to call the attention 
iof tne houge to tbe cofTduct of tbe present 
niuisters, vbpMaevBCj^ted their measures 
m their (jCn merit/Tfut ^always went to 
imparisons. When ixt opposition, they 
id perpetually called for his right hon, 
plaa .^ore he had ^been two 
* ‘ “ and yet, after a Ihpse of 

months, IBey themselves had etttne for* 
rd with tUift nwgnificent measure! They 
had taken cm, |uo,. to bring, it fonvard 
ai thta late period of ibe session, andtteid 

• Vi%{ ?Y • 
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reserved the most dbfioxlous clMe^tha^ 
of gfanUng an ^optipn to bnMBt'fer' afterni 
of years, or for life, which deStfbyod in a 
great meMre the effects of the plan Ha 
[right hon. friend, till- the committee, thaC 
there might be no opportunity to ebdsid^ 
it on the seebnd^reading, "which tvas the' 
time far debating it« The consequence; 
was that many had gone out of town wUlV 
a wrbhg impression of tbe nature of this' 
measure. lie then eiftered upou a defesce 
of his right hon, friend’s syslem.’ k wOa 
intended to supply tl?o whole casodlties of 
the army, in which the former system Was 
grossly deficient. But this was uoi atl ten 
ed'ect of the plan; it wuidd have a nfut'h 
greater^ in his opinion, whatever the n9* . 
ble lord opposite might think and say of 
It. It wA natural fur the noble lord to 
smile ata philosophif measure, as hp taunt- 
ipgly called it, who bad neves conceivt^d 
any grand solieme m>his life’—who uevgr' 
could generaliec—who^ from two figures 
before him could scarcely draw a legit)* 
mate conclusion—who could do nulhiog 
but gOy.on in the common routine way^. 
and eifueavour lo impose himself ott tHe 
multitude as a great i^atesman, but wlfo 
had only this in common with his col¬ 
leagues,. that he was as great a statesman, 
as he could be. The right hon. srQretary 
bad made atlovrances for the former me¬ 
thod of recruiting, but none for that ,bf 
his right hoti. friend. He focgpt tbe di-i 
minished bounties, and was for putting 
the boys out'of the question, becaflse he 
knew that, in \hi9 view, the advantage 
would have apptgared greatly on the side 
of his right boo. friend's plaii.^ He then 
talked of his right hon. friend's forgetting, 
ills measure. Thp riglit bon. secretery 
well kniw there wef^ offices which that 
plan had to go through—offices to which 
one set^f ministers might be .more agree* 
unotea^^ At all events the dt6- 
not entif^ly depend on his right 
d. But thi#was the way of tiii* 
ey always set up a vague and i^- 
r.' Sometimes the church was in 
metimes one rooda of reerditing 
ometio&es aqpther. But his 
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head }«g ajeahad felt tbe un* 
temporaT^Xf^knts for perma* 
Tils, Even in the scho ol of the 
lunder of expfedients (WfTPht), 
tlot entirely approved of but 

ily acquiesced In giving 
_ Iked ofjpRiergency, 
id of their emergeani^ 



ftiri pijtu 

of liaviqg. # peraw|mt •yttm «o 
meotraU «Di|erg«aaeiis veve 
calliog 01^ emergtacieit «od rewrUAg to 
Axpweuts to me«t them. 0 ut Umm m* 

** pemeots ouuld not alwi^s answer, aud 
tbQr were attended with thu mischief that 
they ezhaueted the countiy, and by that 
mpane destroyed the inatenaU on which a 
IWnDanent measure would have to work. 

Mr# W^m^Jorte supported the bill. It 
was inghly oecessaiy to increase tbe force 
of the country, for now that Buonaparte 
had been so sodcdssful on tbe coDtineot, 
he would be induced to attempt achieve- 
ipents to which even his bold spirit had 
not Idtherto prompted him. 

« Mr. Wtadham said, bis bon. and learned«( 
friend (Dr. Laurence) bad been mistaken 
and mis-stated as well as himself, and both 
badb^Q charged wtth uitenog opmiuns 
that t£e country was in no danger. They 
had never said so; but hadonly contended 
that ministers had not shewn an emergen¬ 
cy which required that this particular mea¬ 
sure should be resorted to. llte first 
^estiou on this bead was, what was the 
sutture of the emergency, and, thknext, if 
the measure now proposed was calculated 
to meet that eme^e^fyl He demed ibat 
it was. It was nothing more than a lem- 
poraiy remedy to guard against a perma¬ 
nent wusihieL * They ought to look for¬ 
ward, and provide permanent remedies to 
meet an^ counleract permanent evils. ll 
they went on in this manner, living from 
hand to mouth, pioviding only fur the 
preseiitiund takinguo thought for tlic future, 
they would come at last to estate m which 
the present could no loiter be provided for 
Tbe\ might saiely neglect tbe future as long 
as It was future, but ^ey should recollect, 
that what was future would inltime be¬ 
come present. Ills own measure was on 
the contra^ calculated to prov|^ a perl 
suaneot force, to meet a Amger wli^'h was 
equidly pemianeot, anU to opefate at all 
times the defence s>t tbe country Those 
temporary eapedients <ouly |Uced the 
countr/in the situation of a ftrson who 
wa4 suppo^;ted by dramH a 
which, however they mght 
mnt increase o{aniiu^spirit 
end d( stroy ^ conbi 

This ioeasure pr 9 fesaed toXn 
iMlSncjir lu the course of 12 meirb 
X 9 provide a force ot 40,000 me 
madistaly to obtam 2fi*000 tutin by a 
i^er fsom tbe suhtia fo the awy^£jhi£*this 
waf afMlawoiJ^way of reckoft^^ m 




mspec t to tbe tmitofev if one aervier gai^ 
«d, the other hwteo many, and when they 
M^ened on those they would gam by tno 
ballot, they would take into the account 
those they would 1910 recruiting, which 
this meaenre would cut up entiimy. He 
concluded by demnng to imprese upon tbe 
recollection of the house, the debate of this 
night, and the project now te be substituted 
upon mere speculation, m place of another 
which bad been found efiaebve, wm not al¬ 
lowed time for fiar experiment; but which 
had, in the last 3 months, produced at tbe 
rate of Q^fiOO men .per aimom, and mutt 
in every moral certainty improve, nay, 
perhiqit, double its operaliou in another 
year, while the present measure would 
operate effectively in the first instance, but 
exhaust tlie sources of future strength. 
The bouse would hud, when next called on 
for the arnuui supply of tbe public force, that 
this measure would feil,and destroy, iti one 
way, the strength it produced in another. 

Lfird Cati/creagk replie^j support of his 
bill, which he said would m six months add a 
force to die army of the country, which the 
right bon. gent.^s plan would not have added 
m six years ; for it was only calculated to 
feed tbe ordinary deficiencies by casualty, to. 
k<^p Its strength just where it stood. Be 
Bi^es, at tlie end ot seveo years by that 
plan, o3,000 men would be eqfitled to tbcir 
discharge, which, added to the ordinary de- 
ficiences for the year, would create such a 
chasm tn the pdbhc forte, as tbe right hon* 
gent, would find impossible to recruit in a 
year: and as to tba Trainiug act, it was 
impossible to bring it in operation before the 
ioiumencement of next session,—fbe re¬ 
port was then token into further conside¬ 
ration, and upon the clause substituting 
tbe option of unlimited for limited fervice,a 
division took place; when there appeared. 
For tbe clause ; against it 4fi. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 

Taesdejf, Uwgvst 4. 

[Offigcs XX Reveastox Bill.] 
order of tbe day b'hvuig been read ior the^ 
second reading of 

Lord Atdm^ He cShsidered the 

bill to be an unneccfsary and indecent at* 
tack upon tbe king's lawful prer^ativeA 
Nothing whatever h^ been stated & provii 
that sMi'a tneasore wwi nei^a^rii>^:lt 
merely no exprrsMOii la the jiwambhi im 
the bill, that it was expedient for tbe pob- 
be service. The msMpr also in which the 
tpU originated waa very uitaeual, vA bo 
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r gtvuod had bmtiMwnM ^ \ 

^ wM any neceatKy to makd wAi dtt attadcl ragiiltftvd for tbe bsodAt of- tiM . 

I upon the king's just prarogatrsfe* Ha iliMiM I Ha muM iaa t a n ca oaa aiiei tMt m tlia I 
therefore oppose the btil and taka die seoM 
of the bouse upon it« • 

Earl Grosvmor expressed great legrat at 
the opposition given to this ^lU fay fats ao* 

^ble friend. He conceifed the biU to be so 
^completely inenison witfa the popular feel- 
\ iog at the present mooeifty that it wouM 
7bc unwise to reject it, and.be thought his 
, najesty's ministm* by opposing the bill, 

* would render themselves so unpopular that 
I they would not long Bemain in office. He 

was a warm friend to the bill, not merely 
for ita own sake, bat for the sake of those 
ipeasares of reform relative to the public 
expenditure, of which he considered this 
merely as the forerunner—memres which 
^were highly necessaiy at a cniis like tlvs 
present, when it was of so much infportaoce 
to engage the hearts as well as the aftn^of 
the people. He trusted their lordships 
would not be Educed to rc^ct the bill. 

The FatI of J>ifderc/afr called tbeir lord- 
ships' attention to fait msjestjr's speech at 
the close of the last session, in wlucb satis- 
feolMin was expressed at the conduct of the 
acommittee of finance, and contended that 
^iis bill, being the only meesnre wh^ch 
*that comnittee had then recommended, the 
t king's speec|^ contained lo effect an appro- 
< val of the measure. After ministers had 
^thus approved of the measure, after they 
had approved of itin the dlher house, and 
I after the bill bad been so long in this house, 
he was greatly astonished at the opposition 
It now experienced# He could not help 
also adverting to the conduct of bis majes- 
^’s ministers upon this occasion. If they 
now thought this bill .ought not to pass, 

F why did they not attend lo their places, and 
I appose It in a manly manner, instead of 
Mtaying away themselves, and sending their 
f if lends ktakygi^gSfrrtdfos to oppose the bill ? 

[None of the n^mistecs were present, except 
the lord cha'^llor,] He did not mean by 
tfiu^o impute to the noble lord that he was 
sent there for that purp^; but that coh- 
btruction woidd4M^UupoB such conduct 
by the public# He wasxoijvinced that the 
public feeling was strongly in favour of the 
^ill; i^d that ought to be,* at the present 
L pio mect , a strong argument in ifs favour. 

Ioffices in reversion Ifo e6n- 
radei^ to be bighiy prejudicial lo the pnb- 
I lie service,and\tghly improper; such grants 
[ beiog frsquen'iiy tsyiA^ to childrea, at a very 
early ime, au^ such offices, although requi¬ 
ring reflation, from a change of circiim- 


He would inatancu one emu, 
faive office held by the noble lOrMAtdMtj; ^ 
and the leemion of which had bifu 
ed to Idm after the death of bis Mftef* 
whose public sernces srere uadodbee^ 
great, at a dme when the income ensiiffi 
from it was compantttvely triffing# The 
profiu *of U hnri ^noe increased to en 
amount which could not potsiHy bavebeen 
ID the contemplation cf nny one, and which 
arose, in a great degree, from the mbfor. 
tunes of the country# It would, no doubt^ 
bavebeen thought expedient to fegulatO 
an office of that description.* He thouglii; 
|^lpon every ground that could be ttate^ 
that this bill ought to be proceeded in^ 

Lord said, he was not sent to that 
bouse to oppose the ^ill, nor would he be 
sent there by any man: he opposed the 
bill because he conceived H to be his du^ 
as a peer of partiafoent tp do so. 

The Earl of Lauderdtit hi explanation,^ 
disclaimed any intention of throwing the 
least imputation upon the noble lord; he 
only nnant to allude to Uie constructiott 
which would be put the public mind 
upon the oppositkm given to the bill, cou¬ 
pled with the absence of his majesty*s mi¬ 
nisters. • • 

Lord MehUle said there wascmly one 
point id which he agreed with the nolde 
ford (Lauderdale), namely, that which re¬ 
lated to the absence of ministers. " He 
wished they had been there to dddam 
their aentimeiits'in opiposition to the 
if such were the sqptiments which they en¬ 
tertained upon the subject. But^hen the 
absence of ministers was spoken of, he 
would gsk, where* were the illastriona 
members^of the late adhinistrattoit i AVhy 
did not they attend to support their own 
lill, ancC display their parouul foudness 
for tlWir own tMw[og f lie denied that 
this measure had o^hn approved of or al¬ 
luded tdklu his majelty's spee^. The 
speech a|%lauded the general oi^qptof the 
of finance, namely, to enquire 
ans of reforming and cconouii- 
^ ic exfg^ndttoie i but could not 

measure* 

int had,* Re CbnteiUed, been ad- 
fovour of the prew nt mggfture, 
n assertion, that it was agreeable 
ubiic feehug. He did not believe' 
"here vtras any such feeling in Che pub* * 
r was there any thing m the 
h the public coold he benafited. 
bill w^ to pa4, not a sisueifos ' 
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zing the 
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A 

saved would r«» 

k tittta tW sama; and, ilnMidly tdiject of it 
1 <Aduld«43i»;to eficroach upo» ilie king’fjuBt 
prerogative* Tbe noble lord 
rliiidi^lfSn ofrev<»vionesbieii)g‘graDied to 

«afl U uoVdie practice, when 
g^t ;Mrviceii bad been performed by an 
^dffMEa] or Ceheral, Ao\ confer liereciitary 
hpii^tir8* a)}d to grant also an.anmial Buni, 
vdIKb was not condned to the. person to 
v^m granted, butf was extended to his 
djesceodttnta? It b^d been the constant 
pfar^ice of our aneeatort to act upon this 
= pyfOtcipia^ He would, put a case also to 
shew the expediency -of acting upon it in 
other instance: suppose a person 'was 
^udered incapable by age or indnnity 
mm executing the duties of an office xvhicti 
lie had held tor or SO yeafs; such a 
person.waa not to b^tum^ out W'iiliout 
' ejORie provifion. There were in this ca|e 
only two modes of acting; the one by a 
pension,and cbe ot^bygrauiing the rever¬ 
sion of the office to his son or other rela¬ 
tion, who might assist him in the office, 
the former mode, a charge-was made 
the public during Uie life of {hat per- 

■ spa, and in the Igtter there was uo addi¬ 
tional expence. Hccoujd discover nothing 
in support of this bill, but an assertion that 
it wa^ expedient; whilst, on the other 
hand,, ihere was the unifoAn practice of 
opr ancestors. . He could not, tlferefore, 
.consent to such a bill as the present, nor 
could he for a moment consent, that after 
a beohdeent reign of nearly .half a century, 
such an attack shouid b# made upon the 
piVrogativc and inHueuf^ of a beloved and 
IWvercfd iftonarch. 

iiord //o//aad said, as the noble viscount 
had bfgun bis speech by stating ^at there 
^as only one poidtSn the speech of his 
fioble friend ftiie earl of LautVrddle), in 
' which he agreed, so be would obs|rve that* 
them was only one pom^^ the ^swch of 

■ the noble viscount /ffwbicb he had tl>e 
good loitune to a^ee, and iIiatAas, that 

-^•his majesty’s ministers Oaglit to Cave been 
present *lo have declared tbeir J^ntitneutb 
ni amuitly manner upon this bi|L As to 
' |he charge inud<:«by Ihe^obie^scouut, ol 
' the absence of m enders oftls lute ud- 
' fWnibfratiouy'W c*hJW5*wiure IMr l&rd- 
ships, that, bad there been the vakt ex- 
pei^tiSn that this hill would be 
* iheAs would ba%e been a full atten 
• those, noble luids, with whom he hi 
. .hoRcftir to.acu ljut.wheii it-v 
pd that only four-and-twenty 
jiSrf been given Jt any intAtioqtd' 



tbid'biU ^did not ^^an ^to throtv^any 
impowion upon tl« nobk lord who hM- 
conuizienocd this debate), there. w:is niH 
muchgrociid for surprise at the thin atten¬ 
dance, He thought it, however, of so 
much iniportanee that this -bill should be 
Rebated m a full bouse, that be intended 
to tnove^o adjourn the debate till to-mor¬ 
row, in order to give an opportunity for 
that full attendoilce, which the importance 
of the subject ^mauded. After the bill 
had been nearly a monili before the hause, 
without appearing to meet with any object 
tion, he was astonished that it should now 
be attempted to be debated in a ibin 
house, und at so lite a period of tlie set- 
^^ion. His noble friends had not attended, 
because they thought there was no inten¬ 
tion of opposing the bill; be was convin-* 
ced they would attend if the consideraliou. 
bf the Mil WES postponed till to-morrow. 
He cffiirely agreed with bis noble friend 
(earl Grosvenor),.that Ibis bill was only-to 
be cotisidered as the forery^jer ol import 
tant measures of reform and economy in 
the public expenditure of ihe country.* 
When it was in contemplation to abolish 
or to regulate pflices, it was natural as the 
first step to be taken, to prevent those of-- 
lic^s being granted in reversion, because 
if they were, it was obvious»that tor a con« 
siderable time no regulation c^uld be ap¬ 
plied to them. It was iherelore that the 
public feeling was so much interested iii 
this bill, which *be confcnded it was, and 
he begged leave to sav that he thought the 
noble viscount in denying the existence of 
this jiublic (eeliug was mistiikcn. He was 
convinced that if niuiisiers thought that 
the rejection of this measure would 
not be an untxipuUr^ measure, they would 
find themselves miserably mistaken. He 
denied that, the bill was an encroachment 
upon.the just prerogative ol the crown; 
the contrary, the gralttw uLuli^cc^ ^ rever¬ 
sion was aneiicroachii^eiit ij(>uu that prero¬ 
gative, and upon this subject he would put 
the cruse, winch though an extreme jml, 
would shew the tei?deucy of lb 4 argument, , 
namely, that of all^“-wfiU6tjf^ing grant¬ 
ed in reversion :'ll would !iel?t-ssarily fol¬ 
low, that the* sutreessor to the crown 
wouljj find hhnself deprived of all in.j 
fiuenee. ^Keversiona, besides, had a len/, 
dency* to* render the offices 
uecures, and sinecures were again granted', 
in. reversion ; then revarsidus begat sioe- 
trures, and sinecures begat reversions. 
ngight be true that,.by th|operation of* 
ibis bill in iUelf, nothing would bereaved; 



bui wfacn It mm <om>deved «• UiciBrtt 9^p 
toother meMures* it routt^b* viewfi4 ma 
v^. ditTereot light; and idthough tbcre 
iBigiA be considerable exaggenUibn as to 
the saving which it possible to eflect, 
yet, at the present moceent, every six¬ 
pence and every halfpenny aiught to be sa¬ 
ved, in order to light^D» as macb as pos¬ 
sible, the bisrtbens of the people. I'here 
might, perhaps, be a po|mUr delusion up¬ 
on this subject; but even that was an ar¬ 
gument, at a crisis like the presentt lor 
agreeing to this bill. * He did not conceive, 
however, that a bill so much importancf 
should be decided upon in so tlnn a house, 
Olid he should therefore move, that the de¬ 
bate be adjnurued till to-morrow. 

The h.iirl of Laudtrdale again i eferred to 
bib majesty's speech at the close oi the last 
sesbioti, his majesty's speech ht the opening 
ol the present session, and to tbn votes oi 
the house of cominous, containing the reso¬ 
lution oil which the present bill was found¬ 
ed , and Ajutended that bis nAjesty's 
spcei bes contained a full approval of this 
measuie. 

Lord MdxrdU again contended that his 
majesty's speeches only contained an ap¬ 
proval ol ihe general object of the commit- 
• ter of finance. 

llic Lari ok4 approved of the*bill, 
upon the nrincipie that it was to br consi* 
deied as toe torerunner of other great and 
impoitaut measures. 

l^rd Bonngdm said, * however unplea¬ 
sant it might be for him to difitr in opinion 
with those with whom he usually agreed, 
he felt It lur uinbent upon him to support 
this bill. It was a measure to which the 
country looked with no little anxiety : con¬ 
sidering It as recommended by bis majesty, 
and expected by the*pubUc,« it should have 
bis support.—The question having been put 
on lord Holland's amendment, the house 
dividari;. Non-cofttents 15 ; Contents 9, 
Majority b.'-^ine bill was tbeu read a se¬ 
cond time; and upon the Question lor the 
*tlytd reading, it was moved by lord Arden, 
that itshpuld be read u third time this day 
d mouths, wbii6b-«vas earned without a di- 
vibion. 





Basils 

^appoiMbatfuBibttri>CQfr^ : 

p nuBt btg leava to a jiMr «Krf^,W* J 
^ha pretvnt ticcasioo. Um ^n- f 

|ome of bis former objectioiia 
struc^ the lower claisseavoif 
especial^ ia iwntlng and aritbmetic,u^d^ 
public expence. He thought also, that 
lug enabled .to raad, they would wxitetljim 
time m parusuig iaflaniuatory haqd-buliir 
and other politieal productioos; and 
more mischief would* be the resalt tbaa> 
good produced by it* . i 

Mr. JV. Smth def9hded4bea|^riiiciplp,of 
instrucUDgidlclaseesoUociety,anclUioaght. 
that those who. opposed it muat ofcessan^^ 
found their arguments upon mistake* Sed|Ea 
ciQD, if it was at all to be propagated or aia** 
couraged hy,loetruction or general know*; 
ledge« waa mupb more Ukely to be eo, by> 
its being commuDioftted by the ea^, tbaa Ml 
would when cominunicate4 by the 
It appeared to btcn.tbat one ili-mteotio^e4 
man, duposed to prppuate sedUioq, iplgllt 
do ludmtely more miacluef, by 
the passions of the people by sMitioos ha^ 
raogues, than could be done by their readtag 
the mest inflammatory and seditioua paoH* 
plilets ; and it waa aaiely much better 
counteract seditious jShmphletSi by (heir 
being able to read others of a contrary ten-, 
dency, than to hire men to make s^eechee, 

111 order to put down theTcdfect of eediuons 
harangues. If the government ofw a, 
country were afraid of making thepedf4e 
enlightened and well informed,* be really 
did not see how toey could possibly stpp 
short of wishing that they had no under-, 
staudiogs atajl. * 

Mr. l*ote On As objected^ towthe* clause 
relative to the purchasing, hiring, or meet¬ 
ing buildiQg<» for the purpose oi giving the 
lequisite instruction He had been told 
that the poor's rates weie ultimately to be. 
lowered, by enlightening ibejower or^^^ 
of peop^*^ but he was convinced It) 
would have quin.^a contrary effect, aief 
tend tccnothinguioimhanraisiag the^poor'a 
rates, md aflotd^ng them an education 
yond what their situations life required* 
That eeucation was certamty best which 
was ncA^sC adapted to *tbe particular 
sphere I o) each yndi vi9 ual. losututione 

for a^cfAion ^hremitt&9Miag daily, and* 
hetijlv no occasion for mcieasitig their . 
r; the more especmlly as ho trtoqglit 
schools were more desirable Ihaa 
Ij^e ones; because, iD*the latter, ipcimov 
rq^tj^^vas mpre likel> to be imbibed than* 
^ral^y *uud virlue. Fur these, and- 
^^asooii be proposed to out the 


nousE or comsioks* 

Tuesdayy August 4 . 

UAL benooLs B!lix] Mr. 
llUiitbread "moved the onlei 0/ the day foe 
taking into ihrtber consideration the leport 
on the Parochial Schools bill; which fiesng 
read, * ^ 

|ib> Dflifes Giddy said, though he should 





iy'JB.iitm#' » S 
*** *> < y»* ii.*y^ iwmuw far <Mf ntf» 

riirtiaM tb« «rpiMBte 

^fott4tto>loty, Md tofcb 
■llaiWiiij^ tote redaM 6gf e«tf7 Mif 

cii» —cttlMr itt a« 

»jir4ife Ai/tierlr tiMt ii^ bMfe wNtltD 
ii» ttvtftwi MMMMkwMt wbiok WMt 
_. stiffy to itedor lli»ivlM>le Wllteeffie-' 
IHfW iW iirti d o nfew tff ayftpedodu* 
MIm awe tdkedo( nnUeiMit did not 
jpdtn to wtooliitfl, tlwt tSe edneeftiod |»ro- 
MIM ^ikli %itt WM 0^ toe odti- 
tftow i«lton( end Wbetever 

HMtertoeteoee oftoe hoaie upon thii 
tonatonenttbetoe^d own bewoi anxiow 
MMi nb^t'^nldpeaail&dfr legtrinlive no- 
llMktty, 9 id«ew toet iMudiemetit bed deei- 
M tontodiieetloiiWtte npeod tluo|; to be 
^ « pMp(t«ilii|gt» M ebtawed. It 
dii ft Mitolie tor eodto meatoen to sop^ 
glMi tettow tMft eoinpftlMfy tocemre. 
Weollltoft Iwo. 1gmc. wfto reoooinieiided 
ftftii •ebtfctor In p r e fe t n nee to letge'toiet, 
llttpe to tottiwngftyinH adaeobinatoedof 
tAd'lftTge •eboplt by wejrof limiting the 
totpenwe of the cndertokntg f He bed eta* 
ftm,Oad^lie toeold irtHl lUtot tlmt it wae his 
Hf M om it woftid be better to eoeh the cba- 
rtotoT of the lehoiirer ed ee to make him 
IttortMtodeitK of hie toliow c i na tures for hit 
MWioOd* end tbit wni the mode ultimeie- 
to todnoe the poor's retat. But whether 
t'weio poor'e rates or itot, he should 

_cOfttend that the imtrucUon of the 

pMjr dtonldVw Ifood, eifd woold be one of 
|l^ IflheabeH boons toeir country conldf 
Opootbem. Wh^ this ettiMt wet 
o4 be coitld not help bemig' Soot- 
btw^s In bis mind. Whet be bed 
of tfiit epuiitryi end the inbebiteotB 
' ton^d sttof^ly to fair^in 

fa of what be beard stated in 
9 cobcemioj tfaem.-^AfUjr s eto e 
MKber ooouetsetion, this amendm^t 
Wl btolwt wfthout a division* 

Ptafc Crms said, there 
in the preamble nbich M Wished 
noAneeoBjpagprovad 
as inioSd' i ^whereas, ^ 
ycrntb tends most maw^ly 
A^toe'ptonfftting of tnorality and vlrfle 
tod'tbefdlowingiipssagewe did wot« 
nad; “ whafeftfwehad ataoet 
by loKv eapeH^aee# in 
^ tokUftd kingdom cal 

Hn-toobgift there wA no pi^ 






some 



' mm SBV sww^^ 

dtol too said pto am b l a be amandad tot 
stitokw totttooto ptosatss, ^ 

Mr. y g a di aB i told* w dtfbrsd witS bis 
bon. friend, as to the advatnages to be 
derived to toe poblio from tois bill. The 
preamble mcotioaed iastmetioa) but what 
sort of iostrnction I* He by no means 
thought, that teaebing toe loe«r orders to 
read and write* wotdd prove banoficial to 
toe cem m nni^ M burga* Scotland hud been 
referred to as 4 moof of toe great advatt^ 
tages resulting from instrucOoB, but be 
did not toink that proved any tbii^ with 
regard to this conttor. Hetbooghttbe 
character of the Scorn contributed more 
to obtain reeding ftnd writing, than read* 
tng and writing to tone toa character of 
the Saoteb. He should, tbarefore, approve 
of amending the preamble, 

h|r« IfMlreod would not Consent to aher 
tfaa preinible, which was tba feundation of 
toe bill. Ho bad not expacled that hie 
right hbtt. friend would bava been m tba 
^Mma, and be was altogatber unprepared 
for his opposition. He was surprised and 
grieved tout be should lend b&sgi^ talents 
to toosa who semaedto think edncation an 
improper thing nr the lower orders; but 
even against bis great abilities be would 
engage to maintain, that edneatioo contri¬ 
buted to morality and virtue* He was 
nstomshed, that m a mind so enlightened, 
there should be a speck so dark. If he had 
not known that fate nghr* boo, friend wus 
one of the most enhghtened men of the age* 
be should really have supposed that be had 
beard another Jack Cade, wno bad aeeu- 
sed lord Say and Sale of corrupting the 
minds of the people by introducing grani- 
mar-scboolt and printing, and verbs 
and iiouns. Wlien one opposed that for 
which he himself was remarkable, it was 
Called ** the Devil rebuking sin. ^ We 
beepd of matbemaiioiftni ^who dboegbt 
maibemattes toe only desirtole educaboB 
—*of navigators who preferred navigation 
to every thing, and eo forth; but liere wae 
a must rematoabie toing —*b man of the 

I greetest knowledge himeeH.opposing the 
communication of kiTut^ledge. It wus with 
pain and regret tb'at he beard his right hon. 
ffnend, session after session, lutkiug agMost 
the diffusion of knowletlge* If be did not 
know biift to be a man of most lihes^<ftfrftdf> 
be should suppose be wished toW ft mono- 
poUftep—ft regrater and fqveriiiller of all 
tstoM and geuim in bis ofu peamn- Vor 
kis peri, be differed with him most widely 
Oft tots head* ftiid was fot doing Aery 
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‘liiclicog)<l«otbet»ksB««9* H«voiiW 
to have mea tb« digniMd chmetim 
bleb they were foraiM by aeture^ and 
- biefa they only ^ated tbe aaeMtance. 
ofeducedon. Ho would wUb tbeia to kfiow 
tfaeir dutiftst and to undereteod end value, 
at they oug^i their tigbtt* If the bouse 
rejected tb^preamUet they reacted tbe 
bM, OB wbicb tbe wtwleistood, and if they 
rejected the bate, they migbt as well reject 
tue superstructure altegeiber. 

Sir T. TurtoH said, be had heard the 
bon. genUeaiad wi^ a coasiderable desl 
of.astODisbesent, when be stated that if be 
desttled this pert of the preemble, be should 
be deserting the whole cuperstructure of 
the As to Scotland, he should ask 
him, bad the house any proof to ascertain 
that such was tbe fact, as alt^fed iu that 
pVeamble ? Had there been anydsominittee 
appointed, or was there any now to be 
appointed to investigate this matter, and to 
convince the bouse of the propriety of 
adopting such a clause? Tm right bon. 
gent. (Mr. Windbam) did not appear to 
object BO much to the principle of giving 
instruction to the peoplL os to the mode 
of doing so. Upon this ibbject be could 
say, that instruction was gaining ground by 
very rapid prides through the couhtry, 
perhaps indeed too rapidly. Was the day 
labourer, lie would ask, happier, for being 
instructed in reading and writing? Did 
the house not rBCoUect*tbe mutiny at the 
Nore? He might venture to state, from 
the informatKHi of an hon. admiral, that 
upon that occasion tbe motineers bad daily 
aod nightly meetings on board of the ships; 
at which meetings they employed tbem- 
selves in reading the newspapers and other 
publications; and that thi# tended much 
to tbe conaequencts which ensiled. We 
are not, said sir Thomas, adverse te 
instruosing the peopk, but there is a mode, 
and also an extent to which their educa¬ 
tion ought *to be* carried. My humble 
* uginiou IS, that this bill will lie as a dead 
letter uppn the statiAe book, and not one 
parish out of fifty will ever act upon it. 
Ccrtmnly Scotland dodk form an exceptioD, 
with respect to a system‘of education, but 
it Can bear no anafogy te the education of 
tbe (ieople of £ng^d* Tha Scotch are a 
C3eplik^|||t do not appear tolieaducated 
W renaiSnng at hoiae, being 

general to move beyond their 

country. Their educataon would render 
them toially disconlentmh if they did^not 
travd]^ tato*otber countriss* lf< they ne* 
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itliiaiicm. 

Ur. M t eitti ofawmUi I* ^ 

Jutd faMrd oNcriilhtliM. mM, 

itot.fc. tfaouilM IU i^Mfn 
dnet of tbe pdepl. of Sootlnd p iu pii U 
wtiwly cbwiiiqt|i%,|li^ 

anoriier boa. ge» u( Mr»Wbitbcead) ertAMji 
that k origyuOad from dmr ganeialiMZ 
edttcatkia, he waa oC^pinfo^ belkk^ 

them might be said to he ,Hg]ht« Thd 
schools in Scotland vtere like otbiM’SchooW 
excapt that the masters bad «taleiry 
by tbe l^Ulature. They had 
and a minimum of stipepc^ wbicb stM 
them by tbe fonners $Dd the 
There were no parWi rates in SotMud 
reJigtOD, Jto might venture to wet 

veiY foundation of4be Scotch tostractiep*. 
Before they were taught to wrile, Ib^wese 
Completely taught to reed thw Bible* H 
was net, however, eveiy pmoo wbo weg 
educated, that toeasoM in lifot bat 
never oould concern, after CtfoX vare Og. 
grounded in religious ideas, m vfmaim w 
able repcid their btUei, that their reedr, 
ing and writing could "be prejudicial to, 
Tbe schools d%re,'m general, 
amiaed every ymA by the ministers of tto^ 
church, or by the heritors. He tfaoughli 
that in England the bisfabp of the*dk>ceafi^ 
should appoint a certain number of cieqiy*/ 
men to examine the schools, and to wauli< 
that religion be the first and tbd last.thim» 
that is taught there. • J 

Mr. WiUtetfmne opposed the argumenfai 
of the hoD. barone^ aod was sure,, tbyjk, 
vriiea he examidsd bis preaauea sfore^^ 
curately, he would find that they kd hw 
cooclutums, to which be would by M 
means be willing Id assent. Wbatl 
to be an argument i^nst rae cultl'iqmeii 
of Qunfacpltisa, tbat those faculties m" *~ 
be yfoused ? He epntenefed 
agajM leaving o^.^^tber the fortntoor 
iMter part of the\rearable, partii 
the former, sdpefa contained a p 
namely, ** tbat tbe iostnic^ow of 
tended to morality and viitne/' 
sion ofSvbich, in his opidlon, would 
disgranaful, as ^ar audb rapealfd 
sionsdf would g^peair^ ^ 
had disGovemd in ^ “ 
wouif be be willing to nye ^p 
U the preaudue, wbicli, 
try ^Scotland) k.which the 

of io tb* --- 

t <|f tbe chweiier td 
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l%ople*from to read, to the retnedy beibg applied to it; and he 

1m boo. 'baronet ■eemed^'jwve abetidiied doubted tiot that be should have the suppu^ 
Irom reading (tioiaell: for if be had read of all those who were so waroi on the semi* 
ttie bUl,; he. would have f^ceived that a ing of a private letter from a secretarjf' of 
>«omplete option was given to the poor the treasury to his (fiend« in favour of a 
whether |hey woiiid allow iheir children to caudidate* The plan he intended to intro* 


be instt-uoted or not. 


duce into bis bill was as follows ; that the 


‘ 'hlr..*3Graffa» ^uppcH'ted the bill, and de- writs as soon as^issu^d should be delivered 
elated that he' did not think knowledge too sealed by the messenger of tlie great seal to 
even among the higher carders, the secretary of the post-oflice, who shuul^i' 
He dwelt with great <praise on the plans of be enjoined to forward iliem by the follow* 
education in Scotland, but contended that nig mail to the postmaster of the couhty 
Ireland was by no^ means an illiterate town of each county^‘and who should de* 
country, especially the south of it; he wish- liver a receipt for ineo) to the messenger* 
ad, however, tha| the benefits of instruc* The postmaster of eacli countytttown on the 
ttaen wight be more generally diffused* receipt of tiie wiit should be enjoined to 
^ ,:Mr**iP« Cairv then moved an aineudmeut aiform the sheriff of its arrival, and should 
ibat the allusion in the preamble to Scut* return a receipt to the secretary of the post¬ 
land be omitted. A division ensued: For oflice* On obtaining informatton of the 
tfieAmendcDent28sagaTnstii33; majontyo. arrival of the* w'rit, the slierift should be 
**-On tl^ fbr the third reading of enjoined instantly to repair to the piisUmas* 

*'*e bill on 'xbursday, ° ter, m.ina him a receipt on its delivery. 


ter, giving him a receipt on its delivery. 


•r The Chancellor of the Exchequer submitted I)y this plan three points would l>e gained ; 
to Che fion. gent. (Mr.'W'hiibread), as there 1st, (ifdputch, for in 5 days a writ would 
was little prospect of* the bill's getting reach the most distant part ot the island ; 
tlwcmgh the other house during the present Sd, security, which would be provided for 
aession, if it would not be better to h.ave it by the receipts given by the various parties 
ra-priuted as amended, so that it might be through whrjse hands the writ passed ; 3d, 
resumed on tVie coiffniencement of the ne.\( and above all, the utmost facility would be 
session, as a measure wKich bad been ap* afforded to detection and remedy, if, either 
proved of in that honae, rather than as one by Iccident or design, the ^rit shpuld be 
which Kad been tlffown out in leiolher place, diverted from its proper course. With re** 
Mr. Whitbread wished the bill to t,ake its garcl to the perquisites which the messenger 
^bgnee in the other house. If its progress of the great seal had hitherto received on 
^as stopped in consequence of bis majesty the delivery of wiits he did not wish that 
.thinking it proper to prorogue parliament, they should be .touched during the life of 
ih^t could DOL be regarded as a rejection, the person wh(» at present held that otBce, 
but'j^^Hii unavoidable delay of the measure, for two reasons: 1st, because those perqui* 
which \vouhl again comd'*forwa)'d with no sites had been rcgu]ated,at different periods, 
worse grace than that which had furmerly by authority ; and, 2d, because the present 
attended it#<—The third reading was accor- officer bad rectified many abuses, and had 
Singly fixed fur Thursday. ^ not put up tha> writs *tu a kind of public 

[DiiMvr.RY OF Wans.] Mr. rose auction, in imitation of his predeccasors. 

toinakehrspr^miseclimotionforleave4xibrii)g ‘Should the house give him leave to bring in 
fk bill to amend the pres^T.mode of iteli- his bill, he ahould movdfor the appoirtiment 
veniig \Vrit^ for the of members ot of a committee to examine into the fees and 

liiehouse of comnioii:^ lie stated the mcon- perquisites of the messenger of the great 
•veiiiencu's of the present m(.!de,and lament- seal, for the purpose of introducing a elapse' 
cd that Uf refusing to hear the Wessenger into the bill in ordet to save the present 
of the Great Sjeal at the bar of the house, officer from any loss. After bis death, be 
liad prevented bioi from proving tis stale- was of opinion that these fees and perqui- 
.inents. He declared that at every|?lection sites might be abolished ; at present they 
\he messengi-r.r^^ived tlbm the treasury amounted, one year with another, to ^out 
ii'iist of those to whom lliey recomiLended 500/. a year. This might be charged on 
ihatlhe writs should be sent. He dtd not the consolidated fund, or put a b »i 

weeuliarly charge Uie present admiuis^tipn ,riffs’ accouqt. He concluded* by moving 
•hltb^is practice*; it had been the cunto fur leave to bring in a bill t6 insure cer- 
'‘witha^ecedentadthinistrations. HehstfJn, taiuty and dispatch in the delivery of 


*1iowever, that now the case was 
he&Aj parhameut,^thc*y'»woilftd uotej 


taiuty and dispatch in the delivery of 
wrijs for the election of members of parlla^ 
ineirt.—Leave granted. y 
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Eton 


tlxisH Aims bill.] The order of the 
having been read lor the home to' re 
itself into a committee on the Irish Arms 
Wi\\ Mr. Long moved that the Speaker do 
leav4 the chair. 

Mr. Whitbread would not oppose the mo¬ 
tion for going into a committee, although 
the bill appeared to him to be so highly 
objectionable, so calculated to defeat the 
purposes which it had in view, and so al¬ 
luring to the enemy to irfvade Ireland, that 
be did not think it possible to amend it in 
such a way as to render him friendly to the 
measure. 

Mr, Herbert reprobated the bill. He enter¬ 
ed into a description of the state of Ireland, 
to show lliat the bill was unnecessary, and 
among other things mentioned, that in a 
Militia regiment, of which he had the ho¬ 
nour of being second in command, four- 
fifths of the privates, half the non-commis¬ 
sioned officers, and six of the coqamissioned 
officers were Roman Catholics j bu^that no 
unpleasant circumstances ^ hatever had thence 
arisen. • • 

Mr. Long observed, that the clauses of 
this bill had made a part of the former In¬ 
surrection bill, and had only been changed 
for the purpose of mitigation. The bill ^ad 
been prepared by the late attorney general 
for Ireland, and, if it was necessary six 
months ago, nothing had since occurred to 
make it less necessary. 

Mr. Ellibt admitted that the draft of the 
bill had been prepared by order of the late 
government, but Jihat tlu; clauses had not 
been finally determined upon. Many of 
the clauses required modification, and if bis 
bon. friend had nut intimated bis intention 
to propose the amendments he was to move, 
it would have been his duty to do so. At 
the same time, he must say that the late 
government would not have taken upon 
themselves the responsibility *fur the state of 
Ireland^ without the controul of this mea-^ 

‘ sure properly modified. For this reason, he 
should not oppose the speaker’s leaving the 
chair. . • 

^ Mr. Ponsdnh/ was not satisfied of the 
ncoessity of the measure and should there¬ 
fore oppose its progress in every stage.'—The 
House then resolved itKlf into the commit- 
We.—A discussion then'took place upon the 
clause for authorising magistrates from time 
• to tin^ to call for an ihveniory of the 
arms of persons, whom they may suspect 
;*/f ifi^^ing«;irms illegally, * , • 

Mr. Whitlread contended, that this was,j 
fl clause that gave imigistrates the power of 
VOL IX. 




grievous oppression of the subject, in calling 
tor the iiTventdry of hts arms from day to 
day.—-The clause was amended on themotioa 
of Mr. W. so as to require the magis¬ 
trate to demand the inventory of arms by a 
requisition in writing under his band, ap^ 
to allow the party called upon to make affi> 
davit of the truth of his inventory, befona 
any Magistrate of the county, in which the 
party may reside.—^The next clause Mr. W, 
declafed to be so tyrannical, that he doubted 
if any modification that could be ntade in it 
could reconcile him to it. llie clause was, the 
one authorising roagiftrates and those auiho* 
rised by the warrants of magistrates to search 
fur concealed arms. An amendment pro¬ 
posed by him was agreed* to, authorising a 
magistrate to make search in person, in case 
of reasonable suspicion, but that no persons 
other tiiaivnagistrates, shall make such search, 
except by warrant?^ from two rnagistrates, 
such warrant not to be granted buf upon in- 
Yormation upon oath of one or more credible 
witnesses. 

Mr. Dillon propoaedk further amendment, 
that no search shoidd be made except be¬ 
tween sun rising and sun setting; and if this 
amendment were to be, resisted, he should 
propose that the magistrate should be present 
at the search.-—A long^iscussion took p)ac& 
upon this ameudtnent, aud upon another, 
wtiich was proposed to be substituted for it 
by Mr. Dillon, namely,* that the power of 
search should be confin^ to the proclaimed 
districts. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that every modifica¬ 
tion of the Insurrection bill had qply ren¬ 
dered its provisions more seveve; aud the 
same spirit seemed to be exteuded fo, the 
present bill. Tlys measure wgs npt only 
to operate on the disturbed counties, but on 
the peaceable districts, and was to become 
the moft tyrannical law that ever insulted 
Ireland. The geutlemen of that country, 
possessing landed proi>erly, who held the 
magisterial office, were of greet respectabU 
litj^ but it was notorious that magi!«trates, 
in a different condiiliqn of lite, were select¬ 
ed for the purpose orcarrying into execu¬ 
tion such bills;*and it was therefore of die 
highest importance to prevent oppression, 
from their misapplication. • 

Colonel Barry defend^ the Irish magis¬ 
tracy fr«n the attack of b^s right hon. friend. 
If tl^0y w'ere da^rvin^ of .his represeula* * 
tion, it must have been the fault of die lata 
chanmlior; and be appealed to afi hon. 
geny opnositc (Mr. Ponsonb)'), whether 
thr4ate cnancellor bad not required from tbo 
. . • • 
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\ Qi^ority members, and the governors of 
'•i ddiinttes, characters of the persons in the 
OOtnmwsion of riie |>eace, with i\ view to 
purify the magistracy (jf the county ? 

.Mr, Ponsotiby declared, that the late 
chancellor had acted From a conscientious 
conviction that the magistracy wante d to be 
purged, and was prcs’chted only b}’ the laic 
change —A divisiod took place on the 
amendruent, when tlie numbeis wertj, for 
the amendment, 23 ; against it, 79 . On 
our re-admission, the remaining clauses 
were gone through, ar^d some new clauses 
added, the latter of which limits the dura¬ 
tion of the bill to two years, and until the 
end of the then next session of parliament. 
After an r.menditjonl had been moved bv 
iiri. Newport to limit the bill to one year, 
and until six weeks after the connnencement 
of the then next sessjon of pSiliament, 
which was negatived wii'fioiit a division, the : 
liouse resumed, and live report was ordered,] 
10 l>e received to-moirow. ’ 
[MilitiaTransfek Bill.]— Lord Castle- 
reagh moved the order of the day for the 
third reading of this bill. Mr. Windham, 
fsir R. Williams, and Mr. Calcraft, put it to 
the noble lord whether he would pres* the 
3d reading of such a bill at such an hour in 
the morning . (one‘o'clock), when many 
gentlemen had left the hou.se, under an im¬ 
pression that as the former business had ex¬ 
tended to so late ^an hour, this question 
would not liave been brought on, . Lord 
.Castlerengh could not consent to ihc delay 
arilicited. Sir U. Williams moved, that the 
iioii&e dQ now adjourn. A division then look 
place: for tlfb adjournment, 1 2 : against it 71 . 
On the re-admission of strangeiis, we found 
Mr. IVin^ham on lii.s Ivgs, objecting in 
strong terms, to the pressing the 3d reading 
of the bill at lh. 1 t hour, and. after so long 
jnd teazing a di.scussiiJii, a5 had takiHi place 
' for the last eight Ivuurs, and conjured the 
house not to treat l!u* country and thp crisis 
with so iiidiscfCet a levity, as to liuiTy j'pr- 
ward at that late hour the third reading of a 
bill of such a quesyfillinblc nature, and 
frauglil with such moinontous consequences. 

Lord Cqsticrcaoh replied. He dt tied 
even the ch^yacteriatir ingeimltv of the 
right hou: gefif.qo start a novel ide.i in any 
discussion on the prosent bill, liowevcr pro- 
^Jonged. All that ^ould be .said l>y tlfc liglp 
lion. ^nt. had been already exhaiistei and 
fully,answered. I 

Mr. CalcraJ't vindirnfed the. niolivfe of 
hi^f^iglft hon. friend in wishing todcfcptlie 
rMdiHg to a more seasonable oppoj tiniify, 
and movbd that the liouscido iiowadjoufftT. 


Ciofikf 

The Speaker objected to putting thej^ues- 
tion of adjournment again without tlie inter 
vention of a new subject. He had group¬ 
ed his opinions on the precedents of the ^iZth 
of March, 1771 , and March, 

It liad latterly been tl^ usage of the house, 
but ail u.sage that he had no scru^dc in say¬ 
ing was unfounded.. He did not think the 
motion of liie hon. memb^regular, and he 
should not, thcrcfqre, put it.—^‘he question 
was then (mt, that the bill be now read a 
third time } wfien^ after a speech from lord 
Milton, against the principle of the bill, 
sir J Newport moved that,, instead of liie 
word “ now,” bo inserted the words, this 
** day/* upon which amendment the house 
divided: for the amendment H ; against it 
^.5. Whilst strangers were excluded, we 
understood that another division took place 
of J2 and 7-f, when lord Casilcreagh slated, 
that seeing gentlemen were dctciniined to 
press amefidmcnt after amendment, and 
kee]» life house till to-morrow night, he 
slimild give them their w'ay.—^'I'lic third 
reading w.is then po-stponed till this day. 


HOUSE or Loans. 

• llhlnesilay^ August 5. 

[Protest against thk rejet:tion' of 

THE ^OFFICr.S IN REVERSION EILI.]. ThC 

order of the day being rend f<ir taking into 
con.sideration one of ihc standing orders of 
the hou.'.e, 

Lord JJothind moved that the order for 
regulating the time of delKoring in protects 
be readj which being read accordingly, his 
lordship observed tlut much inconvenience 
often an se from the early hour at which it 
w'as necessary to deliver in protests (at two 
o’clock p. m. after the debate.) A protest 
liad been entered this day against a proceed¬ 
ing, wliich loiA; place‘yesieulay (the irjec- 
lion of the offiivs in reversion bill), and the 
kurry with winch it w'as drawn up, made 
liim desirou.s in make** a few all*'rations 
ill it j wiili that view he .should ntnv move, 
j that time be allowed tih the sitting of the 
liou.se to-morrow, to alter two pas.sagcs iiv 
the second reason of she protest delivered in 
this day. 

The Lord C/iajiccllor rcm\m\ci\ the house, 
tlial ihi.s -was nn old established order, and 
that it had been ^iniforiuly observed ^with 
cre.it striclncss Tt would iherefore iK’. lor 

I. f 

tbeir loi,;b}i'\ps to consider wbelber iiL,^v'a;i 
necessary .*1 di'-petise with it on the present 
ticcasion, wltere it was scarcely possible to, 
add to the force of the reasons, and to the 
strength of ilie CApressioiia which aJiendy 
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r. .ii !.'ed this protest.-*-On the questipn be- 

negatived without a division. 

I i t-.'u Holland had then only to say, that 
he hoped, would came, not only 
wiifc-V* die reasons against such a proceeding 
luiglJt be fully expressed, but when the 
tueasure itself would I* renewed, and car¬ 
ried, to tha great satisfaciion of the country. 
—Upon the rejection^of this motion, the 
following protesiBvascnlcrcd. 

“ Di'»-ieaii®nt,becaus»e the protcstipglqrds 
might be anxious to assign*as a reason against 
tlie rojectioti of the bill, thij: a-»snranees which 
were held out to the. public, that the late 
dissoUuiou of parliament was not suggested 
by his majesty's advisers for the purpose, 
nor sliotdd in its coiisecpicnces have the 
etFect of frustrating, or even interrupting 
the beneiil.s likely to arise from the l<ibonr.f 
of the committee of iirtaucc. Assurances 
which in our opinion liave been violated by 
the sudden and unexpected n'jeclion of the 
bill.—(Signed)Vas.sall Holland, i*tuderd.ile. 
Cow per, Wentw'oUh Kilzwiiliam, Fonson- 
hy, 


\ 

tampeyag with the' soldiers of militia regi-. J 
menu? The reason be asked this questioB, ' 
was, that'he had received a letter from,thor * 
lieut. colonel of the regiment he had the 
honour to command, stating, tHat from the 
moment it was first understood that recruit¬ 
ing was to be permitted from the militia, 
the officers of regular regiments had begun 
to tamper with the privates of the Lancaslyr* 
militia, and also that drunkenness and want 
of discipline had commenced, which was to 
be expected in a few wrecks. 

J /ord CdslLn cagk satd, he had always stated 
iliat he conceived a periodical or annual 
drafting from the mifitia, would be destruc¬ 
tive cn that service, without producing a cor- 
rcjspoudcnt service to the army, as the regu¬ 
lar ballot would incn;a-.e \’my much the price 
of the bounty. As to the other point, .he 
must say, that uo such general orders had, 
been give», and that he shouM have thought 
it jjre&umptuous forTninislers to advise such 
general olderut least nnlil tjfie Branch of 
the legislature shouM have agreed to the 
measure. The regular officers, however, 
who, contrary to theii*duty, should tamper 
with militia soldiers iu the mean time, would 
probably gv.in notbiug by acting in that incor¬ 
rect ipauncr. For example; if any officers, 
wlio^c regiments were quartered near the 
Lancashire miliiia, that they would 

gain the soldiers ^'ho should volunteer fropi 
that regiment, they would probably find 
themselvespjistakeii, amkthatsomc fegiment 
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ir^dncsduy, ^tugu^l 5. 

TiiANSPtu HillJ. The order 
of the day tor the third rcading^of this bdl 
having been read. 

Colonel StanUij took the opportunity of 
cxpressipghU JisapprobalitHi ot it; confend- 
ing that the advant iges which the line would 
derive fronT it, wore by no ineaui to . at a giyatcr distance m.ight be pointed out for 

the injuries which the niiiiti.i, that gieat I thos(* men to join, 

constitutional forr^, would su^lain. IK. sus- Sir fL //oAv/wiv observed, that if the hill, 
pcctcd that the Militia cslal>li^h^aent was not had been brought forward caily m ^the ses- 
a favourite with the present government, ^ioIl, the sen^ of the people would have 
and yet they should noi forget the zer.l and ' been so strongly cxpK'sscd to their represcu- 
spirit with which llie Mihlia regiments vo- t.jijves, that it mpst have been g'jeevcd, and 
lunteered their services to liei.md on .a for- : llio gculemen opposite must have lost their 
iner occasion. He wished to know, from | placL"*. He blamed the eagerness with 
some of his majesty V minisleu, w bet her it wiiicli^niiiislers 1*0.1 suluericd Jus right hon* 

®.i'. 


was their intemioii to go upon tlii-^ system 
from time to time, and draft from the inili^ 
tia whenever they ^vanted recruits for the 
regular army } Jf it were so, it would be- 


tneud’s plan, uhicli he conteinled, was 
cvei) day improving' in excellence ; and re- 
uionstr.Ucd ag;mi-»t the s»igni« ihixiwu upon 
ihc^nilitia, wtiicli amoiiioed to an aceuta- 


come a scrio«s coimderalion for the gentle-' lion that they wtivS^n^t Ut to defend their 
who had slready m:ule great sacriiices, i country, 
wlfctherthcy were lo^oiuinuc long in tlie [ Mr. B'tnl'es^:\vc his consent to the im'.i- 
militia. t*’or his part, it would be with an ! sure, nofcbeca'i-ic lie was blind to the incoa- 
aching heart that he bhpuld part wiKi tliO'C , venienecs that nrist, in many casc.s rts u; 
men who had grown pcrtcct soldiers, wlfo Iroinit, but because, feeing incomtiion with 
had formed an attachment to thcMr officers, every itembcr of tlie liopae the necessity of 
and Vhose officers were attached to tiiem. | iftcry^ising the military force ot the^countr):, 
lie tijso wished to know. \vhellu:r bis majes- he did not consider himself warranted in op- 
ty‘s‘’niinisieia» had hitherto given any diroc- posing the bill for that purpose, propTised by 
tjcftis to present officer^ of tke liuu froiw Ins ai:yysf>'’s ministers, unless he cotiid ottc); 

• . . . • ‘3 Y i 
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: api^^mg better in substitutioA: Hritated 

S e ^nndii of his approbation of plan of 

■ right hon. friend (MK WindKani). and 
^mented that there were such fluctuations 
}a many parts of the administration of the 
^iountry, that that plan could not have fair 
play. It could not be denied that the ballot 
would be highly oppressive, and would ma- 
lertully injure, and for a time, destroy 
the recruiting for the regular army. To 
obviate this hitter evil as much as possible, 
lie thought it adviseable that the money given 
for substitutes should pass alone through the 
Iffwda of governmentr and was, therefore 
desirous, that the flnes should not be of such 
an amount as to preclude this course. The 
clause introduced in the committee giving 
the volunteers frohn the Militia to the line, 
thO'option of limited or unlimited service, 
met with his peculiar reprobation. It was 
with the most sincere regret that^ie found 
this bill was all that it was intended to pro* 
pose, as he oonceived that it was far fromj 
being adequate to the exigency of the coun- 
Hts noble friqpd had recommended 
that further measures should be delayed to 
^ next session, but was It certain that in 
the next session the opportunity of due de¬ 
liberation would be afforded ? Why theTrain- 
ing bill should not be put in force was to 
him utterly incompr^ensi^le. It had never 
been considered as onerous, but if there were 
obstacles, to its execution, he did not tliink 
it became parliament to separate until an 
attempt had been made to remove . those 
ebstades. He rejoiced that the volunteer 
system was*reviving* but some other body 
of forcoiwas required in the country, from 
which.in case of invasion the regular army 
might be recruited. If ever there was any 

C bability cf an invasion, »‘that probability 
become much increas^ within the last 
two or three years. Every thing had occur- 
cd to facilitate it, nothlng*to retard itft 
Lord Foiktslone opposed the bill. He 
considered, that not only tire par;ticular 
dause objected to, but the whole of tbe^ill 
was directly hostile to the plan of his right 
bon. friend, which, huXvas convinced, was 
the best means hitherto prepared for the per¬ 
manent supmort of our armies. 

Generalregretted that softsuch op¬ 
position had been given to this measure, 
which he maintained was highly exp^ient. 

former volunteers from the Mintia hqd 
given to she am^ some of tfab best non-vom- 
; sniisiobed officers, and even adjutants, and 
deprecated the widt to lock up men of 
^imUar character,, from extending their 
cf aerrice. 


m. iioMi 

e 

I r 

Mr. Wtndftam put it to the house to de* 
cidc, who were ri^t and who were i^n»g, 
in the drcnmstancea whi^ detained the 
house for such a length of time that mooH 
ing. He appealed to what bad just pa(^. 
Would it have been proper to have reatftha 
bill a third time, without having heard the 
discussion which had that evenitig taken 
place > Unquestionably The noble 
lord had declared, that HI mbject was 
exhausted : ihis w^s a considerable assump¬ 
tion on the part of any individual. If the 
forms of the house, and the state of the 
session allowed, plenty of new topics of 
objections would arise to the noble lord's 
bill. It was a standing dish. 'I'he house 
might, indeed, cut and come again. Who* 
ther any emergency existed, what was its 
ftature, what measures were best calculated 
to meet it if it existed, whether this w.W 
one of those measures; these were consider¬ 
ations which demanded repeated inquiry. 
He denied* that the number of men gained 
by the •ballot, or rather the^diflerence bar 
tween ^that number and the pUH^ tliat 
would 'otherwise be gained by the regular 
recruiting, would in any degree compensate 
for the mischief that must result from the 
contest of bounties to the regular recruiting. 
Adverting tcvbii own measure, he observed, 
that in the first three months of the last 
year, it had produced at the rate of 11,000 
men a year ; in the next throe months, at 
the rate of 13,000 men ; in thejiext three 
months, at the rate of 21,000 men; and in^ 
the last three months, at the rate of 24,000 
men. Was there'any reason for supposing, 
tliat this last was just the utmost that the 
measure could do, and that it would nut 
have gone on increasing ? When this re¬ 
sult was considered, as combined with the 
eflects which must have followed putting 
the Training bill into activity, the number 
that a persevergtnce in' its plan must have 
produced,land regulariy produced, would near- 
1 $^ have equalled the number proposed to be 
raised by the noble lord'v plan, raisechby an 
effort w'hich must palsy all future exertions. 
After having thus maintained the superiority 
of his fystem in raising men, he entered 
into similar statements with respect to foe 
diminution w'hich it had occasioned, and 
which, if it had been persevered in, it unques-i 
tionably would have occasioned, in the 
number of desertions. Hie effect of ttm 
noble lord's plan on the Militia, had 4 )een 
describe^ by the gentlemen who had spoken 
on that subject. For years to come, the 
Militia wouM not recover the ^low of the 
. noble lord. If it was osfce admitted that 
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^ had a riglit to'plunder the MU'ttia, it 
wu a^mere mockery to say that a recurrence 
the assumed necessity of phmder 
not happen. Widi regard to tfaelYamllig 
flctj wliich would be the grand reservoir 
ifoni which the regular army might be 
aupplied, on the score* of some difficulty in 
the execution, the noble lord proposed to 
postpone the consideration *iof it to die next 
•ession. What'difficulty ? None that he 
knew of, except the mistake of substituting 
die Militia lists instead of those originally 
proposed, the efi^ts of. which, however, 
had in a great measure been removed. He 
repeated ills statements on tbC subject of 
llie volunteers, and contended, that if, in 
case of invasion, it were attem^ed to bring 
a large body of volunteers to act with the 
line against some of the best troops lA 
£uro|>e, it would be a most ruinous pro* 
eeeding, and one which be entered his! 
solemn protest against. He 'contended this 
nieasure would be much mon% expensive 
than the harmer measum, and ^iress as 
a most iine()ual tax upon the poor man, 
who woulcf be ruined by the peAalty of 
twenty |)oands whilst his avife and family 
would be driven upon the parish. Of his 
own plan it could not be said that any part 
of it was a job. But when they considered 
the time, at wliich the present ministers 
Cook measures to court the volunteers, on the 
eve of. a general election, the transaction 
would have much the appearance of one. 
Whatever*the volunteers might do in a cam¬ 
paign against Buonaparte, they were an 
live army in an«election campaign. They 
gpere a good instnment, and the gentlemen 
opposite had, even when in opposition, played 
Upon it. He looked upon the destruction of 
the late system, as having its full share in 
the object of the ministers in bringing tor- 
ward this measure. His hon. friend had 
well said, that the‘clause introduced into 
the bill was of no use to it; but was he 
sure that the bill itself bad not been introdu¬ 
ced to receive the dause ? The whole 
cmintry was with the system brought for¬ 
ward last year, and certainly one liutf of it 
was against the present plan. Ministers bad 
b^n in office many rponffis without bring¬ 
ing forward this measure, till the session was 
nearly over, an<l many gentlemen had left 
town who would be desirous of discussing it. 
But the defeat of the Kussians had produced 
an &nergency to call for the measure. Had 
they not sagacity to folvsee tha^ event ? They 
seemed to be in the situation ot personswalU- 
ii'ig about ii^a pleasure ground and coniing 
on whut, in the language of modern. gariV 


entng^ia odWd aaonk-feoce, bat whicb> 
remembered, used to be eaUed, with reffifw 
ence to the exclamation of aarprise thib 
it was suppo^ to call ffiith, n La I ha!. 
Ha! ha! laid the hon. geotlemeo, ao 
allies have been beat! 1 protest I oevercookt 
iiavc thought it. The French have actuary 
been suoc^sfbl! could any one have looked- 
for such ao eveat ? Then they are all eon- 
tusion and bustle, the watch must be called, 
their rattles sprung, and next in regi^ 
ordef, the dismantling and breaking up oC, 
the militia. The measure adopted was cal¬ 
culated to break up all existing establi&l^- 
ments ; but he thanl^ Chxl, that the syslem- 
of last year had exist^ lor^ enough to 
have a right judgement"formed of it; and 
he should be satisfied to go down to posterl^ 
with no other claims to merit tlian tha^ af¬ 
forded, as compared with the systems of tbo 
right hoi^ gentlemen opposite. Like the 
eminent Italian mu^ciaa, who had a piece of 
music inscribed on his tomb, or flie Dutdk 
mathematician who had a calbulation for kia 
epitaph, he should desire no other monument 
as a statesman than that system. He lament 
ed the measure before the liouse, more 
the effect U would |iave in destroying tho 
existing system, the benehls of which hajl 
begun to be felt, than from any considers* 
tioD personal to himself, or his bomfriou^ 
with whom he h^khured in bringingforwam 
that system. On these grounds, therefore, 
he protest^ against the present measure.-— 
A division cnen took place on the third read* 
ing.'Ayes/b. Noes 19 . Majority 37 . 

[Mit.iTiA Completion Bill.]— llie 
Militia Completion bill was read a third 
time. On tl^ question for passing^the bill, 
Mr. Pole Carew urged the propriety of 
I forming a loc^ militia not to be called out 
; except in cases of imminent danger. Wida 
this militia he sliould like to see amalgamated 
as great a porliois as possible of our volun¬ 
teer force. He sho^uld wish the services 
tiie regular militia tube extended to all parta 
of th*e empire. With thei^ provisions wa. 
slftuld be safe against any possible invasioh,i^ ' 
Notwithstanding the very general erection of 
' fbnifications there ^igJit l>e many exposed 
points. ThuK .should be depots of arms in 
central situations, in w'hii'h a trained popu* 
lariou would find a rally jug point. The 
enemy, if he could assjiil us, would bring a 
force ahat would require all our means 
tlefAice. •* •, 

1 . 01(1 Ccistlereagh said, it was* the £[xa4 . 
detdtnunaticm of his majesty’s goveroment 
to turn their attention to the furmadon of d 
bu',e local miUtia, whfeh was tbd TPfr*m|rd 
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imist-eBseittiiiltn thc pwmanenfc sccar^ty of not intended <o alter tRfe law or decide the' 
tbe^'^uhti^.' He alao*p>rocnMQd.attention to right, but merely to suspend tbe operation 
Att 'formation of ceii^ad ^pots. * With a -ot act jtill next session, in order tl&t th^. 
Vww to this object, under ^the able admin is- legiflatiire might have an opportunity of 
tKation of lord Clnitham at tbe head of the considering whether clergymen under such 
dr^nance, a central depot had been formed circumstances ought to be left to hold Jtheir 
fatWeedon Beck, in Northamptonshire), benefices at the mercy of the patrons, or to 
• mm which great facilities to>ttie military be deprived of them altogether. ^ 
service of the couirtiy had been found. In The Chancrllar oj ^he Exchequer would 
that noble lord's administration also, a wise have great doubt of tlie propriety of the bill 
^stem of defensive fortification hnd been proposed by the hon. member, *if it was to 
adopted in Ireland as well as in England. alter the law as it*now stood, or to divest 
■‘lyir. iSAmdan had great satisfaction in rightsalready vested bylaw. But as the bill 
fairing that it was intended to apply the at- was only to suspend the operation of the 
tentioD of government to the amelioration of law now in force, till the subject might be 
the militia. He hoped his majesty’s go- more fully considered next session, he was 
vernment' would at tbe same time turn its not aware of any matwal objection to it.-— 
attention to the msans of rendering the bal- Leave was then given, 
lot hiss oppressive upon the lower orders of fELEcnoN Recognizance Bii.l.] —Mr. 
tbe community.—^I'he bill was then passed. Dent moved for leave to bring in a bill for 

_ , belter regulating Recognizances enured into 

* HOUSE OF C^iMONs. upoD Petitions Oil Controverted Elections, 

f * Th-^rsday, August 6. I’fae 26th o^iha king, he staled, liad ru>l pro- 

^ ^Minutes.] —^The Parochial School bill vided anudequate remedy against vexatious 
was read a third time and passed*-—Mr. R. petitions. It required tbe principal in a pe- 
Z)undas observed, thafwhen he had moved tition to'enter into a recognizance of .L’2tX) 
fbr die returns of the East India Company’s amleacli of the (urciies into one of 
Recounts, he had stated that it was his in- but though it required the sureties to give 
ftotion to move, that they should be referred in their residence, it did not require that of 
fU a committee of the whole house, with a the ^principal, so that there was generally 
yfew to’a full discussibn of the state of the much ditiiculty to find liiin in the event of 
pccpnnts of the company, within the present the recognizances being forfeited. It was to 
•essTon. Circumstances liad however, since >b\iate this uiftkuhy, and tod'y^coiiragcicx- 
Uccurred, Svliich rendered it itnyossible for atious petitions, that he proposed to bring in 
him, or the house, to go into these accounts his bill, which, when printed, he s’nouid suf- 
in detail this sesaion. He should iheiefore fer to lie over till next session. One of the 
be tibilged to pul the business to next provisions of the bill woulddie to require of 
aession: Ncvcriheicss be should feci it liis the petitioner to deposit .^'2(K) with the bijta 
duty to move some Resolutioi^ on flie sub- runs of the exchequer, wliic'h sum would bu 
ject, and took tliat opportunity of giving no-1 to be returned, if the petition should not be 
,tice of such nyjtion for to-m«rrow. declared frivolous, or, if it should, to be dis- 

[Relief or Benkficeo Clekgy ] — Mr. posed of, one half to the sitting member, 
Lockhart moved for leave to hriug in a bill the other to his majesty. That i>ame*.such 
%o suspend the act of thejj.'ivh of the ki(*g, so provision was necessary,- would appear from 
far as tI relates to the voidnnee of Benefices what had happened in the case of the be¬ 
held by clergymen, who may have subse- rqugh he represented. There had been no 
qoently accqited curacies augmented from contest there, and yet aipelition had been 
queen Anne’s bounty. The ground fin maliciously presented against his return 
which he rested his niutipn was, that many which had been signed by^5 persons, not one 
clergymen, not aware of the clause in that of whom was at that time witjiin 20() miles « 
bill, which rjeudered bcncfjcc^ void incase of the place. One waf> a barber, another* a 
. the incumbents accepted augmented cures, common porter, a third a day-laboUrcr, and 
had by accepting such curacies siihjccted u fourth a jack-nss driver, and all had been 
themselves inadvcrtc^ntly and ignorantly to bribed to give their signatures to the peti¬ 
te penalty of that act. TJie consc(\'icnce tion. The necessity of the measure iVouid 
yi'as, that ^ic palrfuis of t he‘benefices \Vf re also be obvious from tbe circumstance,Jiimt 
■ threatcij'mg them with new presentations, of the 54 j^tuions which had been presented 
find that'^licy held such benefices wholly at I in the last parliament, 18 had been abandon- 
Ihe'mcfi'y-of such patrons. Hia bill was ed without-any recognizances Jjaving been 
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entered into, and of the 31 petitions present¬ 
ed this parliament, 7 had already been given 
up lor want of recognizances. 

Mr Hose could not help thinking that 
some-regulation was necessary upon this sub¬ 
ject. TJie practice of presenting vexatious 
petitions had become too frequenl, and it , 
was not p'oper that syjch litels upon the sil¬ 
ting members should be permitted. He 
hoped hi ln?n. friend wopld take up the bill 
next sesyl m when ho assured him of hiscor- 
diiU supj- ‘ The bdl was then brought in 
and read i . » .mu'. 

>. ' '■ COMMONS. 

f-.i . , 

[Eas;- ■ ! ’ I —Mr, II. Dunda^ , 

rose, ]:* ■ I : f ' • ■ -'ove a re.S!’:'i- j 

tion Oi *' - ‘o t .ke into coij.si- i 

deratio !■ ^he Ac¬ 
counts ' K • I'l-Cb.H'. es and 

f'omn. ‘'f llie^Kast India. 

Comp* ‘ ■i on lltc lOtli^nd 18th 

June ^ !ii ;nly called, the Accounts of 
the K- intlia Budget. It would be, impos- 
.sible 111 the present session to give to this 
subject the ample consideration to which it 
was entitled, and therefore he thought it 
better to posIjHme the .statement and discus¬ 
sion till the next session. After some ob¬ 
servations from ATr. Creevey, who reserved 
to himseliith^right of going into farther par- j 
tirnlarh tt^in the mere East India Accounts, ^ 
cfirnmonly called’the India Budget, the reso- ^ 
lulioiis wore agreed to.—On the motion of 
Mr. Dundas scvctal additional papers, illus¬ 
trative ot the conduct of the government of 
India towards the Polygars were ordered, 
with the design of giving the fullest and fair¬ 
est \ icw of the Polygar queslibn. 

Mr. Creevey staled, that when the Polygar 
(Question should come to be discussed, he 
meant to contend tTiat th% conduct of the 
British government to the Polygars had been 
the cause of the mutiny at Vellore ; one vf 
the regiments concerned, the second batta¬ 
lion of the 'J3d native infantry having been 
recruited iri* the Iblygar country. On the 
• promise of the right hon. gent, opposite to 
bfmg forward such accounts as had been, or 
should be received on that subject, and from 
a wish to await the arrival of those most ma¬ 
terially interested in tlie transaction, he 
kIiouIq not now offer the, motion of which 
he littd given notice for this day. He how¬ 
ever gave notice, that early in the ensuing 
session, li? should move that there be laid 
before the lj*)ase copies of all rellers writteTi 
by niartjnis Cordwallis on the subject of the 


sCubaidiary 'tresfties «dif<4^ded By' 

Wellesley, artd'geiMtn^y on the ^minlsti^^ 
tion of India bylbat noUeman. ' 

[AssessedTaxes Bill.]—T he CkanceU 
lor of the Exchequer rose pursuant to'noticei 
to move for leave to Jjring in a bill for Ih^ 
better regulating the collection of the'As^ 
sessed Taxes. As the bill was to he overfor 
consideration till the next ses.sion, he did ikft 
thinj: it necessary to trouble the house, bf 
entering into it.s details. One particular al^ 
tcration in the existing practice he thought 
ir necessary to noti^. This was to divide 
the duties of the commissioners, and transfix 
them, so far ns they were ministerial, to the 
.suboidinaie officers. With rcBj.)ect to th6 
collection ot the taxes, it Vas intended, as no 
man could object to the payment of^the tatfll 
incidenf lo‘ the return lie .should give in; %6' 
aiithoris# the ctill^tion of the t^x'es to thtft ■ 
amount immediately Idkving «the izXti 
upon .surcharges to abide th^decisions upon 
the questions aHulhg out of them. Theifi 
was at present this that the cojiectidft 
of the taxes, so far as they w^ere certain 
unquestionable, as they were on tbc Vetur&i " 
made by the individuals taxed. Was su^pend^ ' 
cd, till the validity of the fitircharges, whifcfi-' 
were uncertain, was derided. He fhoughk 
it necessary to p^oint out this material altera^ 
tion to particular attention, preparatoiyp^ 
the further coiuideration in the ensuing sesi' 
sion. , • * 

Mr. Earhajn washed a rcrae4y could 
provided for the great grievances thaf arosd 
out of surcharges. The difficulty of finding 
redress in cases vexatious surcharge wai' 
often very great, and sometimes it aqiounted 
to an absolute impossibility. He had him-^ 
self obtained redress of such surcharges madd 
upon him, but it was with great difiiculty/ 
and in some similar instances he knew seve-. 
rai olner jiersons to have totally failed. 

The Ckanceltor of the Exchequer believed^ 
that ihe commissioners of t.axcs did every 
tl^ig in their power to a facility of decisioii 
in cases of appeals on surcharge, and redress 
in cases of vexations surcharge; but if aoj? 
means of greater facility on these beaijrf 
could be pointed out, he should be happy id 
give his aid in carrying it into effect. • 

Mr. Smith was afrritd that the tim^ 
\^.s f^st approaching^hen the officers in 
iha^departmenfc would necessarily be filled - 
by men in lhe*pay of government He di(^ 
nouhjow this out invidiously, but /'ertainly ’ 
the afiiPses of the.prcsent mode of estimating 
and collecting the property tax w'asliable to 
and might ultimately render the ta^ itMlfTipf, 
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tntolerable, but not fit tt> be bonie hy 
tilfrpeo{^. The &cteRM» fi»t thtf majority 
<if those officers were ever lAxious to detect 
fieficient estimates, aet Ibr the purpose of 
laaJcing the tat move aroductive to the na¬ 
tion, but that tb^ no^rt have theiir own 
•hare out of the sarcbarge. 

Mr. Huskissom said, it was not intended to 
lake away the powers now eaercised by the 
commissionerss but merely to authorise the 
cettection tl>e undisputed duties on the 
letnrns originally made/without awaiting the 
decision of the commisttoneni on the duties 
Contested in the way of surcharge on appeal. 
It was impossible to obtain the supervision 
which was freipiently necessary without al- 
iewing some intercut to the person who de¬ 
lected tb& fraud; but when the surcharge 
MS groundless the commissioners were al- 
maya ready to afford reli^, and when it was 
cesatious, (o inflict puniffiment. 

Mr. P, Moor/t was glad to hear that the 
kill was to be printed, so that members might 
fee able to peruse it before neat session. He 
hoped, however, that while pains were taken 
Id make people understand the law by which 
th^ were taxed, tlrey would also find that 
Ac paynaent tii taxes was made easier to 
them. W what utility., he would ask, were 
^ose numerous reportt which were laid be- 
Imv! the house, of every kirfd, if they were 
not acted upon for the public benefit ? He 
hoped therefore that ministers, would see 
tn ffiese things, before next session. Aft the 
vepresentative of a large industnous city, he 
emrid say forhis constituents, that they were 
' Veady to make any sacrifice for the public 
good, and to support their ware in its splen¬ 
dour ; nyet tbev expected economy in the dis¬ 
position of tb^iattoual cnone^ and that their 
ffislressiM might be lessened. If these eco¬ 
nomical reports were heaped on the table 
without use, he should fipd Vt his duty ko tell 
^uoiaters that be would vote smaller supplies 
ffiaa he otherwise might have intended. 
Were more frugality and attention shewn. 

The C&aaceiior 0/ ihe Exchequer entirety 
•greed with Ihe hon. gcnt< as to the necessity 
economy at tlie present crisis, and a cau- 
ffons expenditure of the public money. At 
.the same lime, he could not approve of the 
’ cague and incautious manner 111 which the 
^oD. gent, had tluxigbl proper to fling oat 
ftischarges. The remarks were of a hature 
sogimeral ,and indefinite, tllat he did'pot* 

- knbW how to reply to them. If the hon. 
gent, bad any thing definite to stite in'piiblic, 
or private, he shooid feel himself much 
to the bon. genUfor sucli communi- 
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cation. As to the reports which were said 
to be heaped tqxm the table, be wished the 
hon. gent, wotud again be more definite, 
and, selecting one or more from the num¬ 
ber, slate explicitly what he understood to 
be the existing abuses this certainly would 
be much more satisfactory than dealing in 
loose and general'obset^ations. 

Mr. P. Moore said in explanation, that he 
alluded to the different reports ih the various 
departments, civil,' military, and marine, 
whereby it was obvious that there might be 
a saving by a more economical management 
in each, of the public monev, to an amount 
of between five and ten niiHions annually. 

Sir T. Turlon put it to his majesty's mi* 
nisters, to consider the necessity and the 
theans of affording a more immediate relief 
to the persons entitled to exemptions under 
the income tax; these persons were at pre¬ 
sent obliged to’ pay the full amount of ihe 
, tax in the first instance/and they found it 
extremefy difficult afterwards to obtain the 
relief allowed to them. 

Mr. ft^hitbread stated, that be', as well as 
the hon. baronet, had received complaints of 
very severe hardships, in the manner in 
which the income lax was levied on the 
lower classes. He was sure if his noble 
friend (lord H. Petty) had continued in of¬ 
fice, the necessary relief would have been 
afforded to the per.sons so pre|8e4. H« 
hoped the hon. gentlemen opposite would 
consider of tlie means of affording l!nem sonoe 
alleviation. 

Dr. Laurence lamented, tiiat in proportion 
as the property tax had been made more bur- 
thensonie, the means of relief had been 
made more difficult in the cases in which no 
law could presume to withhold it. 

Lord H. Petty stated it to have been his 
desire and intention, that every real griev¬ 
ance under the |)ro|>erly tax, as it bad been 
increased and regulated by him, should be 
sa^isfoctorily redressed; but he thought it, in 
the first instance, desirable, that the whole 
of the provisions should have a fair trial; for 
it was only such a trial that couldaffbrd proof 
of the reality, or the fiitility,^of the objec¬ 
tions which were so upiversaHy made. I $0 
was desirous, now that a fair trial had been 
afforded, to give all proper relief, but be • 
could assure the house, that much diffichUy 
would be felt, when the means of giving that 
relief consistently with the produce mjtbe 
tax shduld came to be considered.—The mo¬ 
tion for leave to bring in the bill was then 
agreed to. • 

[Ocnces,2N llETSRstov.}~ilr. Eonkes^ 
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ii> consequence of the notice he had given, 
rose to submit a motion, which .he thought 
necessary as a preliminary step towards any 
proceeding which the house should think 
proper to adopt, with respect to the measure 
founded on a resolution of that house, which 
had been ejected in the other. The only 
way of bfluging the rejection of the bill to 
prevent grants of OffiAs in Reversion in the 
upper lu)usc,^before the view of this house, 
would be to appoint a committee to inspect 
the lords* Journals, as to wliat had been 
done there with respect to that bill. That 
coinmitloc might report to-morrow, and on 
the report he should found a motion wiiich 
he would submit to Ihe house on Monday. 
He accordingly moved, “ that a committee 
be appointed to inspect the Journals of tlu* 
house of lords, with relation to the bill sent 
from this house to the lords, intituled. An 
Act to prohibit the granting of Offices in Re¬ 
version, or for joint lives, with benefit of 
survivorship j and to make report^Iigreof to 
tlie bouse.*’ A committee was appointed ac¬ 
cordingly. » • 

[CoNSOLIDATPO FuNJ> - GbNEHAL 

State Ai i-airs.] —On the order of the 
day for the third feadingof the Consolidated 
Fund hill, 

Mr IFhitlrcnd rose and obsert'ed, that*as 
it s'^emed evident the session was about to 
chfxi . he thought it his duty to make two or 
tlirce remarks fin the-ejttr.iordinary situation 
of the coutttr^', at u period when ministers 
were about to prorogue parliament. The 
house had betore them several notices of mo¬ 
tions upon snbjccfs of the greatest impor¬ 
tance. The bills for the ' defence of the 
country were just gone up to the other house 
to be discussed there and they had heard 
speeches from a noble lord (Castlercagh), 
stating that there were oilier measures ne¬ 
cessary in his opinion, JiiU which the session 
would be too short to enable* him to intro¬ 
duce. A notice had also been given of a 
•motion to ronsider the present trying situa-* 
tion of the West IfJia planters, and a mo¬ 
tion had been madp to inspect the Lords* 
Journals, fort&e purpose of taking an impor- 
tint.subjecl intp consideration. He knew 
that we had just sent ou? a very large expedi¬ 
tion, which It was suppost'.d had not gone to 
any great distance, and’from which, there¬ 
fore, intelligence, it was to be presumed, 
..might^ery soon be expecUril; and its results 
, woultfbe most important to the country, 
whether successful or otherwise. * Hb knew 
also tthat a treaty had been concluded be¬ 
tween Prussia, bnq of our allies, and France, 
Voi.. IX. 
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the p&niculars of.which were public; and 
that there was also a treaty signed between 
France and another of our allies, Russia, of 
the greyest consequence, but as yet un« 
known. From the terms of the ;reaty with 
Prussia, Aioi^’ever, we learned that the ehi- 
peror ^exander, who, it had been said, had 
acted with so much magnanimity, had con¬ 
sented to take a considerable portion of the 
territory of his late ally and friend die king 
of Prussia. The king of Sweden, our re* 
maining ally, was confessedly in a most criti- 
ca] situation, and a British force was sent out 
to assist him. llndA'all these circunistan* 
ces, and with the alarming state of the East 
India Company, almost in a state*of impend* 
ing ruin; with so extraordinary a vote of 
credit asked on account of large sums b^ing 
wanted, in the probability of the volunteers 
being cal)^ out on permanent dut^for seve¬ 
ral months, which (friended an expectation 
of a speedy invasion, or appearatice of the 
enemy upon the coast; unddt all these cir<v 
cumstances, he wanted to ki ow what advicq 
was given, or to be given by ministers to 
their sovereign, respecting a prorogation ef 
parliament. He thought that ministers, who 
had advised the dissolution of the last parlia* 
ment* were bound to counsel his majesty to 
keep the jiresent parliament together, till 
time was afi'orded*them to cnn.sider these va¬ 
rious important subjects, which so much in« 
terested the country. He feared,•that tho 
very large vote of credit that had been taken 
was oh the ground, not only of an intent ion 
to prorogue parliament soon, but also on- m 
determination not to call it together again for 
a long time. 

The Cliancdhr of the Exchefjuer' yould 
not answer as teethe time that might elapso 
before parliament would be called together 
again: the first prorogation would be but 
fora sli^rt time, tlte subsetjuent prorogations 
would also be but ibr'sboit perioiis, so as tat 
afibrd a facility of early assemblage, ff tha 
exigency of alfairs should require. The in^ 
cor^nienceswith which a longer attendancs 
of the members would be attended at the 
present season, was an irresistible reason for 
proroguing as seen as the state of public bu¬ 
siness would admit: along with*the facility t,. 
afforded by short prorogaiioj>s'from time 
time to the assembling^ of' parliament ei 
soon as Aiy particular occasion should render 
it tiecfissary, th» crown possessed the power 
of catling it together at any time at a fort¬ 
night's -.iotice. 

Lord H. Petty after the extraordinary vote 
of credit which had passed the houseaii. 
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early hour of the morning on a former day, was jo have been given in cavalry, in which 
a vote exceeding in amount any foVmcr vote species (»r force the Swedish army was defi- 
of credit, even those passed at times when cient, and for which Pomerania afforded an 
there was a prospect of large continental CO' excellent theatre. Means of conveyance 
operation, thought his hon. friend yell war- could easily have been found at any time for 
ranted in makmg the observatioiii he had that portion of atvalrj that would be required 
made, and requiring the explanations he had in this service. But the contingency on 
demanded. From the unprecedented amount wliich the aid was to 4x; sent had never ari-< 
of the vote, and the strange time at which it sen. He left it to the house under these 


had passed, the house ought to look narrow¬ 
ly to the appropriation of it. After what 
had happened on the'conliaent, and after 
tvio months had elnpse(},of the period which 
was to be provided for, this diminution of 
the period, the exigencies of which were to 
be covered, ought to reduce, ratlier than in¬ 
crease the anioum of the votej yet, when 
his‘■majesty’s present ministers had added 
*£^1,300,000 to the public expenditure, they 
demai\deTi still .<t' 700 ,yy 0 more; ftnd why f 
because it^might be necessary to call out the 
volunteers on permanent duty. This would, 
not be necessary except in case of invasion 
or alarm of invasion, when it seemed it was 
i\ot thought that paTWament should be assem- \ 
bled. Thcac unprecedented sums wvre 
moreover voted entirely on confidence, and 
without any estimate whatsoever, ainhwere 
proposed without any other object than to 
prevent the neccssify of calling parliament 
together again for a long tirnc. The vote of 
credit, a^.ked by his majesty’s late ministers, 
was intended to covljr i’SOO^OC/) arrears of 
subsidies, and to allow the means of contin- 
gent'engageinent with the continental pow¬ 
ers. It wa.s intended also to cover the great 
expencei incurred in the Mediterranean j 
but, in the present instance, k. was necessary 
that <1110 house should lot'k to a vote large 
beyond all pji;cedent, and founded on no do¬ 
cument, no statement, no calculation, and 
no determination. This being a money bill, 
be should take occasion to*' do justic^f to his 
noble fiiend now absent (lord Howick), who 
had been on a former night accused of,having 
given pledges fo the continental powers, ^'»nd 
of having provided no means of carrying 
those pledges into effect. It was not his no¬ 
ble friend alone, nor his fellow ministers, 
that he wa^raost anxious to‘ vindicate from 
. this charge of pledge and forfeiture, but the 
country, whose faith and honour would be 
tarnished, unless the imputation c^uld be 
^done away. His noble friend had eqabl^d 
him to slate precisely, with regard to the 
promise of aid held out to Sweden, the 
engagement was not to take effect Except in 
ihe event of a particular contingency. If 
contingency should have arisen, the ^id 


circumstances, whether any breach of faith 
could be iin})uled to the late government. It 
was not stated ilwt there was any thing in 
the oHicial document■> left by his noble fiiend 
in the deparimetu over which he had presi¬ 
ded; it was not stated that any thing had 
passed in any verbal communication of his 
nobfe friend with the ministers of the pow¬ 
ers ill question, which warranted the expec¬ 
tation of a general military aid on the part of 
the contineiual powers, much less any breach 
of faith ill not having sent such aid. No¬ 
thing, in/’urt, had been done in the way of 
holding*forth .such aid, except the assurance 
to Sweden, which turned upon centingeiu y 
whichKadnever occurred. He condemnedtlie 
abrupt prorogation of pniduirnent, at a time 
when so manv measures were pending which 
required deliberate consideration and discus¬ 
sion. Suspension acts were passed with an 
indecent rapidity winch onglit never to be 
seenj even in the justost rxeicise of one of 
the most dclir.ite functions r'jf paiJiamrnt. 
All ihes{‘ things, and the large vot<.* of credit, 
indicated an intention of speedily ^'^’paraiing 
parliament, and scp.irating it for a longtime. 
The house ou^ht Tt> lot^k \o the cjrcumslan- 
CCS, and though .these ciicnrnstances might 
hav’e anseii from the late dissolution, the 
ministers whose ar t tliat dissolution was coulc^ 
not plead that excise. 

Lord Cast/pTcngh w.is glail that the noble 
lord had confli Uted what lie had sLited on a 
former night, far «'is that a promise of aid 
had been held out to Sweden, and that such 
aid w'asto haxe been in cavalry. He did not 
understand what the nrKjlelord meant, when 

he asset ted that the contingency in which 
the aid was to h.ive beeli given, had not oc¬ 
curred. Sweden certainly -did think, that 
the contingency had*occurr5d, and that^the 
occasion was so far gone by, without the ful¬ 
filment of our engagement, that material in¬ 
jury had been snfered inconsequence. Rus¬ 
sia and Prussia aI,so complained, that^ their 
interests had suflered materially from tlie 
neglect ,of •sending the aid that had been 
promised. 'I'hough the cavalry w^as the 
"most material part, infantry also was expect¬ 
ed. ' But w'liat entirely wrdught the condem- 
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nation of the late miifisters was, that ev^n if 
the contingency, on which the aid was to 
have been atforded, had in their -own opi¬ 
nions arisen, they were completely disquali- 
fietl from aflbrding it, a great supply rf ton¬ 
nage being necessary for the conveyance of 
cavalry, and no such supply existing. 

Mr. jyiw^ham called upon the house to 
observe the different stjtemdnts of the hon. 
gentlemen when they made their ffrst at¬ 
tack, and aftefwords when they were pressed 
by facts. He appealed to the house, whe¬ 
ther the right hon. gent. o 4 >posite (Mr. Se- 
cretarv Canning) had not on a former night 
asserted, that when he.came into office he 
was assailed by prcssuig solicitations and re¬ 
monstrances from every quarter for military 
aid, the promise of wdiich had been held 
forth. Now, it appeared that such a pro-* 
raise ha<i been held forth to Sweden alone, 
and even that was incidental.^ It might be 
said, to be sure, that the remaining allied 
powers were cramped in their opc^jitions, in 
consequence of tlii'. aid being w’ithheW from 
Sweden, and of that power being disabled 
from creating the intended diversion. •That, 
perhaps, might literally make good the ac¬ 
cusation brought by the right non. gent.; 
but it was very far indeed iVoin making it 
good in the spirit in which it had been urged 
by the right hon. gent. No promise had 
been made and forfeited. Tlie contingency 
upon \vl\ich th^ aid was to have been gwen, 
had not in his opiiii<»n, and that <'f his 
friends, occ^irred. . The other powers, ac¬ 
cording to die statement ot-the right hon. 
secretary, asserted it did take plat'e. In (his 
contradiction, he should not.think it wise to 
rely on the assertion of tho‘5e who were in¬ 
terested in receiving the aid. The fairest 
standard would be to ask the right hon.gent, 
himself, whether, on the review of the papers 
in his office^ such expectations were well 
founded? No attentiem was to be paid to 
the insinuations of neglected expectations 
^ fend forfeited pledges, unless they look upon, 
themselves to say, that in their own opinion, 
such expectations were directly held forth j 
othci wise he must contend, without allowing 
f#r the prejudias which he might fed, that 
the 5tateiuent ofHiis nohJc friend (lord How 
Ick) w'as a? much to be relied on as that of 
any other minister foreign or domestic. 
With respect to the charge of being unpre¬ 
pared for the contingency;^ if it had taken 
plncc^it was to be considered, tlinl Its ap- 
• proacli woidd have been observed^ for it 
was not to be«upposed his majesty's late mi- 
faisiers Would ^lare suffered it To come by 
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surprise upon them, as Ihe present state of* 
the continent had come upon the present 
ministers,* He should have thought the as¬ 
sertion the deficiency of preparation to 
meet the contingencies too bold. But there 
was this Invitation to unauthorised boldness 
in this cAe, that the statement could not bo 
contradilted, for it was impossible to fix the 
time at*which the contingency could be said 
to have arisen. The late government had 
left in the hands of their successors, to the 
best of his recollection, 4() or 50,000 tons of 
sheatlied transports, which was sufficient for 
the conveyance of 5QpO or (5000 men. No 
offer of sheathed transports had been refus¬ 
ed, and only the small transports, which 
could be always had on the moment, were 
di.scharged. Under thes^ circumstances it 
could noUbe said that the late ministers Were 
unprepared for the contingency on whi^ i. 
aid was tcp-be sent, iv^ase that contingency 
had arisen. The facts of tlie exiting sup¬ 
plies might be shewn by a copiparative ac¬ 
count from the Transport Board, of the 
amount of transports Received and left by ■ 
the late ministers. 

Mr. Secretary Canning was at a loss to 
conceive what advantage the rigid hon. gen- 
llemcjj opposite proposed to dern e from the 
renewal of this discussion. He was still 
more surprised to find that they conceived 
they had derived advantages from it. The 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Wuulham) cyaiild not 
assert any cisfterence off his part from his 
former statemenf, for he had not yet spoken. 
He did say that great expectations of pecuni¬ 
ary and militaiy aid from us were entertain¬ 
ed by the allied powers. The expectations 
held out might have been excited, iJiiher 
by comniunications to his majesty’s nfiuis- 
ters here, to the ministers of ih# allied pow¬ 
ers to his majesty's court, or they might 
he communicated by our resident ministers 
at the Amis of the allied powers, in their 
conferences with (he ministers of those 
pow ers. The course of the Foreign Office 
cor^ined these two modes of transacting 
business. The h.on. gonilenien opposite 
first threw out a general challenge to alledge 
any onii particle of promise of aid, and then, 
when the promise to Sw'edeii wai»cited, the 
noble lord opposite came dowm and confirm¬ 
ed the fact, and the rt. hon! gent, opposite 
Irinmphjd in the confdtmatioii. He had 
nq^w t<j re-state the fact with the bighaddi- * 
tional authority of the noble lord. The 
vague, nature of a contingcMicy, which one 
power could consider as arrived, and another 
'as not arrived, warraniei him in the* argu- 

3 Z 2 •. 
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nent that to leave the terms of the aH'ange<^ 
ment undefined, was the sure way of ex¬ 
citing general and large expectations. He 
i^peatcd, that great expectations f)f milita¬ 
ry aid were entertained, not only byfSweden, 
but by llussia and Prussia, and (I is latter 
power was warranted in the expecA'tion by 
the British resident minister (lord Hetcbin- 
son). He would not say that this expecta¬ 
tion went so far as to look for a British mi¬ 
litary foice in the line of the Russian and 
Prussian armies. I’iic objects Russia and 
Prussia songlit for would he best promoi.ed 
by tlje co-opcr.jtion of bn English lorce wiih 
Sweden, in creating a diversion on the rear 
of the French armies. As to the transports, 
he saw no objcclicn to iLe production of the 
coriiparativc accounts at the commencement 
of thelntc and the present administration; 
bt*; r'j: not euougl^jhat tlic late govern¬ 
ment had left a large ^leral supply of trans¬ 
ports, as those employed on distant service, 
such as the eiCpedition to Buenos Ayres and* 
Egypt, were nothing to tlic present j>urpo.se. 
The point in queslioii was the existence of a 
sufficient supply for transporting trocps’to the 
continent, if that should Le judged neccs- 
tary. He could not allow that no preparation 
ought to be made till the exigency shcidd 
have arrived. He hsJ heard of bold invaders 
who had burned their transports on efTeciing 
a landing, in order to render it more indis¬ 
pensable to conque.- ; but for a nation that 
intended to send assistance to omit providing 
transport.s, was tiie strangest proceeding 
ever known, and remained for the invention 
of the Lon. gentlemen opposite to find out. 

Mr. 'tVindham, in explaipiion, said, he 
•pol^e particularly of transport tonnage im¬ 
mediately dj.spoBable for ^rv'ice, of whicli 
the late government had left more than it 
had received. No coppered ships had been 
refused ; none had beer, discharged. lie 
admitted that aid to ‘ Sweden might have 
served Russia and Prussia. But what he 
complained of was the dilTerenee in the state¬ 
ments. The contingency could not <^me 
on without notice of its approach, uiiltss the 
late ministers sjiould have been surprised, as 
the present ministers admiltoJ they weie, by 
the eventsbn the continent. 

Dr. iMurenoft defended the late minis¬ 
ters against the charge of holding forth ex¬ 
pectations, and failing to fulfil them. If 
the expectations were held forth by ofir rtii- 
nisters to the court of Sweden, or our minis¬ 
ters to* the other sovereigns, wliera^ere the 
instructions they had to do so ? It was. 
desirable that all iLe papers relating to the 
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subject should be produced, and he saw no 
reason why they should not, as no incon¬ 
venience could arise from the publication of 
them as matters now stood on the continent. 

Mr. Secretary Cbwwiw^r asserted, that by the 
confe.ssion of the liojj. gentlemen opposite, 
expectations had been entertained by the 
continental i>o\vcrs of assistance from this 
country. He had nofadmitted that the con¬ 
tingency had not arisen. If night be his 
opinion that it had .arisen, but lie put it 
hypolheticidly, whether it had or not, the 
late ministers liad'inade no preparations for 
it. If, therefore, the contingency had arisen, 
they did not keep*themselves in such a 
situation as to enable them to fulfil ibcir 
promises. 

* Mr. JVindham, in explanation, contend¬ 
ed that no expCTlaiions had been held (ml, 
even upon the shewing of the oiIut •‘ule, 
which had no! been pci formed, What then 
became of the exaggerated expectation-, and 
dtsapptvaitments about which so much Lad 
been said ? 

Sir »7\ Turton obsened, tlia. if an addi¬ 
tional sum was wanting, it might be in con- 
teinphUTon Uf a possible dispute with Ame¬ 
rica, and insisted that if this country should 
be^ furred to a war with Anu iica, the late 
ministers had by their lenity, and loo strong 
a bias for ccMiciliation, given occasion to it, 
sine*, they had treated w ith a pistol at their 
breasts. They ought lo h.he insisted, in 
ihc first instance, that tlsc Nouj’.mportatiun 
act should ho lepoidcd. It vve should have a 
war with Amono'i, il»on^. it was owing lo 
iheii own concessions, and liow could they 
oppose a grant'whiili had aiisen out of 
ihcir own miscondiu'i r Anoth^ r reason for 
the enlarged credit might be the expenccs 
of the volunteer force. He hojied lliat this 
force would be put upon a moie eireclive 
footing ; that measures wt.nhl Ik- .uloped lor 
their better ^)rgani/:ni«'n and distipliue. 
We could not do without them, and it was 
requisite that we slio^id have them in as ' 
perfect a state as po.>siblc. Tlie country 
looked for this—the \(»!untecrs themselves 
looked for it, and what Iie^mcani was sonjc 
further iiuthorily to yic otlieet.s, and einjou- 
ragement lo the men. He also thought the 
Training bill ought to be put in execution 
with all possible dispatch, for he cnnsideied 
the object of that bill as a sort of basket in a 
stage-coach. It'had been said on tln^ other 
side, that insinuations had been thrown out 
agninst^them. Of all tilings, that he had 
heard from.ministers agaiiiat their predeces¬ 
sors, it had been most unlike insinuation. 
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It was directly charged that certain ^x^cta- 
tions^had been raised in certain powers of 
the continent, that assistance was promised 
on a certain contingency, and if that contin¬ 
gency had happen^, it w’as manifest from 
the state in which th^ transport service had 
been lef^ that the promise could not have 
been fulfilled. He did not say that it cer¬ 
tainly apj^eared thatf the contingency had 
happened, ^though it appeared to be the 
opinion of some, that the contingency had 
happened; but at all events this was positive¬ 
ly asserted, that in case the contingency 
had occurred, there were no means of car¬ 
rying the promise inlo effect.—When the 
situation of the c*)iintry was considered, 
fiowever, he Jioped that all party difrcrcnccs 
would be laid aside, and that unanimity 
W'OLild every where prevail. With regard to 
peace he should approve of it, if procured 
on any conditions ihatwould*not compronnsc 
the honour and the security of the country. 
It had been said that France woul4 have an* 
opportunity of extending her preparations 
in time of*peace, and that peat e ^lierefore 
WHS peculiarly dangerous. He considered 
this as absurd and ridiculous. Whatever ad¬ 
vantages France could derive from peace, 
he was confident that this country would 
derive equal, if not superior advantages from 
!t. If Ft ance sltould lia\ e lesourcc-s in peace, 
We would have them also, at least •in an 
equal degree^ and therefore, he was of opi¬ 
nion thato there could be no danger to Ua« 
from peace upon that scor^. 

Mr. //i/Zr/Z adverted,to the outcry that 
had been raised some time ago about the 
want of employment for <jur shipjiing, u hich 
lie considered as inconsistent with the present 
deliberations of muiistiT’^. They now seem¬ 
ed to intimate that it \^as imjiossihle to pro¬ 
cure shipping tor a three montlin voyage at 
a short warning. \yas this consistent with 
their former assertions? ^Vith rcgsid to 
the promises that were said to be made to 
foreign powers, it ^appeared now that they 
had dwindleil down to expectation^ on tlie 
part of our,aihes,on the continent. This 
statement of expectations entertained on 
th^ other side^f the water, were certainly 
very far# from supporting the allegattoa of 
promises made on a former occasion. 

Mr. AW maintained, that the statement 
of the ship owners, with rc.spect to the 
fihiw[)ing interest, had betfn perfectly correct, 
anuihat it w^as not incon.sislent with the 
allegations,^ that traiisiwrts could iTet be pro¬ 
cured at a moment’s warning. What li^s 
noble friend^md said was, that there \yas no 
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propCr provision of transports for cavalry", 
which w^s the sort of force that had been 
promised. These could not be procured at 
a momlnt's warning. If an expectation 
bad hem raised in the minds of our allies, 
and noefforts had been made to counteract 
these Expectations, he certainly could not 
perceive that they differed materially from a 
positive promise. 

Mr. HU^hert in explanation said, that what 
lie had stated was, that it had been asserted 
that promises had been made to our allies, 
and that these promises had now dwindled 
down to expectations, on one side, however 
uiTTeasonable these expectations might be. 

The Hon. J. IV. JFard adverted to what 
had been said by the hor^ baronet under the 
galler}^ rcspecling insinuations. Certainly, 
if it was asserted that exjHfctations had been 
clearly l^cld rxU of assistance rpnil rrrftin 
contingencies, and lhe.se contingen('ics had 
happened and no assistance haA*been sent, 
the matter became a sei ious atfdheaty charge. 
The late ministers had unquestionably been 
guilty of a crime against this country and 
against Eurojie. But in this case, instead 
of bringing torward these things tor the sake 
of adorning a speech, instead of introducing 
thefVi in order to turn a period, a distinct 
motion ought to have been made on the sub¬ 
ject, that the house might have an opportu¬ 
nity of passing sentence, upon a deliberate 
investigation of the alfairi and clear it.self 
.both to tiTc country and to Europe. This 
was *what he called upon ministers to. do if 
they had ant' grounds for the charge. 

JVlr. IF. Smith observed, that the hon. 
bart. had beyi most unfortunate in alluding 
to America, while he was recommending 
unanimity j every word ujwn that subject 
was to be carefully avoided al present, and 
any allusion to it was most imprudent and 
dangerous. Miiisters had certainly a most 
difficiiU iUid important task imposed upon 
them ill this affair, and any allusions to the 
leniefit proecedings of the late government, 
\^re veiy much ou» of time. He thought 
that*the’IVaining bill ought to be put in 
Immedinte execution, and all the measures 
for putting us in a proper state of defence 
forwarded nithout a moment’^ delay. He 
pertcctly agreed in what had been said by the 
hon. bart. le.spepfing tljp advantages of peace, 
and hl}ped that his opinions on that point 
^volTldhave thu weight which they deservetf 
—The bill was tlien passed. On* the ques- • 
tion as to the title of the bill, 

Mr read observed, that the charges 

prei'erred by the right* hon. secretary (Elf' 



1083] PARL. DEBATES, August 7, 1807-— General Stale o/AjiUrs. fl084 

f 

Ganning) against his noble relative /"lord land, ’ o endeavour to cltar themselves front 
Howick) were of such magnitude, thal he the odiutn of the transactions into whicK 
tvishad them to be distinctly stated. Was both, or at least one of those powers'had 
the charge specifically this, that the late recently been forced ? 
administration had promised to theckingof Mr. Secretary Ca/m;n^ explained what he 
Sw^en an assistance of cavalry onrontin- had said the other evening on the subject of 
gencies, and, when those contingeiwes oc- the Russian loan. noble lord opposite 
curred, the cavalry were not sent ?\ This (lord H. Petty) had declared his objection 
ought to be inquired into. The right hon. to such a measure in vefy strong terms, and 
gent, had also stated hypothetically, that if all that he had stated wa.s, that he was not 
contingencieshad arisen, the late government so averse from it as the noble lord. Now, 
would have been unable to fulfil their engage- with resj)ect to bringing the subjects which 
mems. This ought a!sM*lo be inquired into; the hon. gent, had detailed in a distinct 
for, if it could be pro^^d that his noble shape before parliament, for the purpose of 
friend had held out such promises, and vio- calling for their judgment, h© wished to 
lated them, he would be proved unfit for his know how they were to be brought forward, 
aitualion, and in that case his crime ought Were the gentlemen opposite to impute 
to be knowm and piraished. 'I'he right hon. gross misconduct to his majesty’s minis- 
gent.'*fariher stated, that specific promises by contrasting their proceedings w'ith 

of assistance had been made to Sweden, Uus- those of their predecessors, and were his 
sia, anu'Prii^sia. He washed if) know what majesty’s ministers to bn precluded from 
promises to, Sweden, except of money for stating in deft'ure of themselves their opini- 
augmenting her^force—a piomise whidi had on of the pp»>rt*cdings of their predecessors, 
been carried into effect by the present admi- unless they originated a charge against them < 
nistration. As to Prus.sia, it w w known Ho dLUiied this Besides, according to the 
■what had been granted by the late avhntnis. hon. geiK’s. statement, these charges would 
tration, and what by the present. Wliere aii.ouiu to a .solemn arousation of crime, 
was the promise violated ? With regard to Ail that had been said by him was. that the 
Russia, the only assistance demanded oy Jier iat" govenimf nt, though acting to the best 
was to negociate a loan ■with this country, of tii-ir juilgnienr, had not acted for the 
which the late adminfstration retiiscd, but ticncfit of the connirv. I'his had been 
w'hicli the right hon. gent, he slioiild extorted iVoin In-, majesty’s ministers in their 
have acceded to. That this rc-lus.d ^eL^s »)vvn dv’teticc, an.) ilicv Mere novvcalled, upon 
most wise, appeared tb him to be,hidi'puta- i ; ocike ii tltc ground of a chaige. If the 
ble. Let the country recoiled the Anstii..ii (.xeriions (.f the pie.seut had been 

loan, and the sums wliich had been paivl h'r i loo l.ite, they were bound to slate that it 


giving facility to its negociati*m. As to any 
military assistance to Kussia and IVussia, in¬ 
dependent of Sweden, the right hon. gent. 
Lad reduced his atcu-ation to a mere e.xjiect- 
tation entertained by those powers. On the 
whole, he thought it incumbent on the Iiouse 
to entertain tlie subject by lUelf on some 
specific day, iliat tlicse aocus'aiions migfit be 
brought to a point, and that it might be 
know'n how far the late ministj'v were acces¬ 
sary to the recent disasters on the continent 
and he hoped that the gentlemen opposite 
would afford the means of elucidating the 
subject by laying on the table the correspon¬ 
dence in thevr possession. The right lion, 
gent, slated, that one of our mini-stersabroad 
expressed his opifiion that ^expectations of 
assistance had been excited. Didhc^'nean 
lord Hutchinson ? With regard to the a-.^er-, 
tions of those who were lately our all its, 
and who were now, he feared, o>ir enernio, 
was jt not likely that they would avail them¬ 
selves of exaggerated staiemeou against Iv'g- 


w<is, becaase their predece.■»^or<» bad left them 
wjihmit the means of making earlier efforts, 

Mr. If^hiilread contended that the light 
hon gent, had distinctly chargeil the late 
ndmmi.statifvn not willi mere want of ability, 
but witli a rr.iuinal violation of promise. 

Mr. If 'intiham observed, thatwlieii minis¬ 
ters made a thargp.they ought to follow itup, 
because the documents were in tlieir posses¬ 
sion,and they could plead no excuse, except it 
was that the production these documents 
would 1)0 attended with manifest injury to 
the interests of the country. Secrecy on 
(his account might certainly'be ncccs.sary ; 
but he believed there wts no siVch obstaclebi 
the way in the present instance, nor"indeed, 
w'as any such alledged. I’lic late mininter^ 
were ready to support their charge; if the 
present ones by \s^y of answer to that, 
brought forward apother charge, they onght 
to make it,good, otherwise the house ought 
ctrtamly to r«msidor it as not m.ide. He 
c'Jpccted the nbblc lord w'ould njoVe for ah’ 
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account of the transports which the late documents on which they were founded, 
government received at the time of their Hehim^lf was certainly of opinion that 
coming into office, and the numbers left at the Rujsian loan ought not to be negociated 
their going out of office. after tl* experience of the Auftrian loan. 

Lord Cuitlereagh observed, that the pre- thoughcertainly there might be circumstan* 
sent discussion came •with a very bad grace ces in 4hich the Austrian loan ought not to 
from an 4ion. gent who had charged his be corftidered as a bar to any such loan in fu- 
majesty's ministers <m, a'former occasion, ture. He hoped no more would be heard 
with not having sooner sent to Sweden, or of the charge against the late ministers, or 
other paits ^he continqnt, the force which if should again be insisted on he hoped the 
was then embarking. Could ministers do less documents would be^produced. 
than state, that were their impressions ever The Chancc/lor of the Exekeffuer it 

BO strong of tlie necessity of the measure. Was clear that the %:t was admitted, thataa 
they had been precluded from an earlier expectation had been raised, at least iti 
recurrence to it, by <he total neglect of their Sweden, of military aid from this country 
predecessors? No specific charge had been incavjihy, oncf-rtaincontingencies. Whether 
made, but it had been merely stated, that or not those contingenciA had occurred was a 
the late ministers were culpable in allowing matter of opinion, and was not a sifbject 
expectations to grow up, and that one pow- on wdiich a criminal charge c ould be ^e* 
er (Sweden) liad complained of the disap- ferred. •Suppose ‘lit contingen^Tiaabeen 
pointment of those expectations. Advert- that assistance would be afforded in case the 
ing to the question of transports, h^ibserved,, allies were placed in such a situation as to 
that the interval between the wish TO obtain be enabled to make a forward movement 
transports,, and the power of obtaining against the enemy. "JVas not this situation a 
them, was much grtatcr tlian what^seemed matter ot opinion ? and might not one pow- 
gciuTally to be imagined. Morse transports, er assert, while another denied its existence? 
in particular, could not he expected to be Whatever difference of opinion therefore 
in the DciWiis in less than three w'ecks there might be as to the policy of the late 
after the tenders had been accepted, •and government, there certainly W'as no ground for 
every one accustomed to tiie.se subjects, a distinct criminal charge, 
knew (he tardiness with which those tenders Lord FoMrv/o/ic observed, that the qaes- 
were made. He thought the policy of tfie late tion was, whether a crime had beep alledged, 
govcrnmcjit fundamentally wrong, that they and whetlier the di>cuments to prove it 
had made up their minds to aflbrd no assist-^ were jiroduccd f Ministers.stated the crime, 
ance to the continental powers, and therefore, and refused to produce ihe^ documents, 
that they ii, 1(1 managed bfidly to in.spire ex- This was the ground of complaint, l^ey 
peclaMcns of assistance. . alledged a clear fact that expectations had 

Lord }f Pettij observed, that it now ap- been raised. • The right hon. gent. (Mr. 
peared iliat general promises had been fn.st Canning') was of opinion, that the Contin'- 
alledged ; then a partiailar charge of a gcncy had happened. In snMi a case it was 
breach ot engagement was madA and la.stly neither honest nor candid to refuse to bring 
the mailer came round again to general pro- the matter to the proof—The title of the bill 
niisi'.t 'J’iii.s was th'e danc^ that ministers was liien read and agreed to. After which, 
lt‘d the holl^e, all the while refusing the do- Lord Cusilercagh moved for accounts of 
enmenrs. 7'hc right hon. gent, had said th«t the number of lran.sports of different de- 
hc IkiiI a right to retort on the late govern- s^iplions in the service of‘government at 
ment. Thcbe.stway, however, of answer the iinte the late ministers came into of- 
ing charges Was t<J refute them instead of fice, and at the time they went out.—Or- 
•retorting on others. But, granting his claim dered. ^ 

of^retorting, ITe slill*contended that vvlien [Ihish Arms Bill.] On -the order of 
the right *hon. gent, alledged that the late the day (lint the Irish Arms bill be now read' 
ministers had adopted a particular line of a third time, * * 

policy, and had not actedup to it, he ought Lor|) A/zV^nn ^id he Could not agree with* 
to be prepared with proofi to make good his ^ut guy inquiry-into the state of Ireland, tif 
cha^^. When charges w'cre brought against give his assent lo the passing of such an ar-^ 
ministers, they had the means m tUeir hands bitrnry act as this. At the tima of the 
of^ refuting them if they could. When union, the Irish were promised a full pnd 
charges weresmade against theffi, they coulfl fair participation of tite rights of English* 
^nly call upon tKe ministers to produce the men; at that monleut, after a Igpse o!* *7 
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years, they vere called upon to pass art act. 
than which nothing could be more arbitrary 
and oppressive, and which would not be 
borne with in England, but in cas^ of the 
most imperious necessity, andafter|pe ful- 
lest inquiry. This could not fiiil ti induce 


shoulh certainly vote against the bill being 
read a third lime. 

Mr. Lushinglon expressed his disapproba¬ 
tion of the measure, although he was sorry 
to learn, from what information he had 
received, that a necessity for it existed, and 


jealousies and suspicions among tlid Irish, he particularly relied‘n this respect on the 

-...1 ..u i._ x"._1 u- _I_ .i-_ ..1_1.___L _£•_ j . 


and would, he feared, be productive of tlic 
most injurious consequences. It had been 
attempted to justify this act on the principle 
which had prevailed, in that of disarming 
the Highlanders, but tlu^re was a very great 
diflerence between them. The act for dis¬ 
arming^ the Highlanders was passed at a 
period, when no one. could for a moment 
doubt the absolute neccs.sity for it. It was 
immediately after a,rcbelIlo:i, in wbichMhose 
men had taken up arms in the cause of a 
prince, who was a declared enemy to the 
proi^trjjj^^ligion, aud^hose ancestor had 
been expelled from this country, for his at¬ 
tempt to Overturn the constitution. The 
hon. gent. wh(5 brought forward ibis bill 
called on the house to pass it into a law, 
widioul any document to prove the necessity ot 
it,and without any mean.s of conciliation hav¬ 
ing been adopted towards Ireland. He hoped, 
in a future session, to see some measure 
adopted in favour of the Irish ; to sec a fno- 
dification of tithes seriously set about, and 
noaturely and fully considered j and, above 
all, to sec the catholic subjects of Ireland 
restored to'their rights; but,” said the right 
bon. the chancellor of the exchequer, ‘‘ the 
church is in danger.’* In what way this 
could be made out he was at a loss to .see. 
Would catholic emancipation give the culio- 
lic clergy* any greater force argument^i, 
as to tlj6 superiority of their religion ? For 
his part, he saw no chingcr^ unless it was 
caused by the protestants deserting ihe 
church. He protested against those restraining 
lawsj they had fora greatdongth oft lime 
been tried against Wales, aud had always 
been found fruitless and nugatory. He had 
hoped the attempt to disarm Nevv En^and, 

0 $ we bad done, would not ho soon 
been forgotten, but would have operated to 
restrain ministers from thus attempting to 
disarm Ireland. He had hoped, instead of 
.this, that (lie‘Irish would be restoicd to iheir 
rights,and licncefu^ward be allowed the rights 
of Englishmen. He/jbjecttd warmly to the 
ij^elings of the Irish people being, ift this 
moment, insulted, by the afpointmeiit of 
magistrates, who liad shewn themselves to 
beparty-bien,and who were henceforward to 
be invested M'iih the mo.st arbitrary and 
t^j^essiie powers. For these reasons, he 


eloquent speech of a right hon. g?nt. (Mr. 
Grattan), wJio was so^ well acquainted'with 
Ireland, and concerned for its interests, 
j Hut he wished tho bill had received sundry 
amendmeuts, particularly for preventing 
magistrates, fiom breaking into dwelling- 
houses of suspected persons by night; he 
also wished the duration of the bill lo have 
been limited to one yeai^ Upon the whole, 
iiw3.sabill to which he fell com|>eiled ip 
g've an unwilling assent. 

Mr. P. Jlloote thought, that in a free 
country like England, such an act as this 
should never be pa.s-»cd but fiom extreme 
necessity. It had been said, that this act 
*y neces.siry; but there was 
no cviue. • ; roof of it, except the opinion 

of a right boil, gent (Mr. Grattan), which, 
however respectable that gciitleman might 
be, he could not sulfcr to sway lii.u, U(>r 
was he able to bring his conscic'uce to adopt 
.so arbitrar)'^ a measure on such autiioniy. 
Such a corroding act as thi.s must prove 
Jugbly injuikni.s in il.s con.sequence.s, by 
irritating and lacerating the feelings of the 
Jiish people; and if there wa% a necessity 
*\>r it, the fact was, it did not go frr enough. 
For these reasons, lie would move as an a- 
mendmenl,*' that it be read a third time 
that day 3 inonth.s.” *’ 

Mr. IVhithend apologi/ed to the house 
for hi.s again st.iting to them wlial weic lus 
opinioiis upon this measure. I'lie impor¬ 
tance of the .subject, however, made it liis 
duly to st.^’e in tli'.s, a.s well as in former 
stages, what was the result of his inquiry 
and deiiberatiotf upon a question of such 
magnitude. In the first place then, de¬ 
ferring as ho did to the opinion of a tight 
hon. gent. (Mr. Grattan), whose sentiments 
lie alw^tvs held in the hiejicst estimation, 
he must confess that there was very high 
authority indeed in favour o{ the propc^i- ' 
tion, that some such measure ought to be 
adoptcxl. Rut even then there was some¬ 
thing which operated in his favour. I'hat 
right hon. gent, whose opinion, it was ad¬ 
mitted on all sides, tarried such great wa’ght 
aud influence with it, did not say thar he 
agreed lothcVdl with all its deformities; 
hp objected tg many parts of it; he only 
said, tliat rather than lo$e the tneasuru 
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alfogether, he would agree to take it M’ith 1 law 5 J?ut two magistrates could execute aW* 
these objectionable parts. However, when the arbitrary provisions of this terrible bill 
he looked at the consequences -that were j He did ndt cr)nceive himself authorised io 
likely to result from the adoption of such ; give his Msent to such a bill as this, on the 
a ineasnre, he felt that it was his duly as j authoritylof any hou. gentleman, however 
a member of parliament in such a case, and j respectaJe he might be, both for character 
\viihont any specific ewdence before him in ' and lalejftsj and notwithstanding all that had 
support o^the measure, to think for him- | been sajp on the subject, he could not see 
self, ^nd oppose thcjnicafiure. This bill any nece.s.sity whatever I'or it. Lord Hard- 
diilered matenaily from fbe other j the other ‘ w icke had resided upwards of 4 years in Ire- 
was to opera* in a particular part only, and ];md,^a most able, dignified, and popular 
that under peculiar circumstances ^ but! reprc.seniativc of his sovereign, during which 
tills was to act universally throughout the ! time he had never foiTnd it necessary to re- 
wholecounlry, and underany circuinstanees. ! sort to those cxlrat^dinary provisions. If 
Wliat was lliat in clfect but stating that, ! so, what was there in the present state of 
generally speaking, .you cannot trust the- Ireland to give occasion to this bill? Since 
wJjoIe of tbe population of Ireland, and my lord Ilardwicke, the duke of Bedford 
j>roc].iinjing to the enemy, that in that place had been sometime lori# lieutenant; and 
tiiere IS to be found a large portion of his^ there were some p.irtial disturbances in flif- 
m:ijer,ty’.s subjects who are ready to accept ferent parts of the country. Ap|>licatiqyf« 


ol ibcirauns if they will send them there ? 
But above all, he objected to the measure 
because it w'as seen that even tlia^nost ob¬ 
jectionable, most useless clause w^not al¬ 
lowed to bealiereil, that whicli em|>owered 
cunMables of men of any descripliorf^ with 
a warrant founded on suspicion only, to 
break into men’s bouses, and alarm and tonify 
their tanillios in the dead hour of the night. 
If the search wa.s only to be made in Uie 
)>rcsence of a justice, there might ha\c been 
some resp(msibility; but, when even that 
amendaient \^MS refused, when it 'was 
Known, that w hatever disalFection did exist, 
the arms ^'orc used by night, and tliat it 


had been* made to hi^grace to jJncTTriorce 
the provisions of this act; but hj? refused. 
^He proceeded against the culyrils in a legal 
way, and tlie law was found sufficient to 
subdue (ho insurrection, and to punish the 
offenders. Here the house had the evi¬ 
dence of two lords lieutenants, that in the 
course of (> or 7 years, there was no neces¬ 
sity fyr such provisions. It must be a ne¬ 
cessity made apparent to parliament, and 
not allowed to go on introspect to any as¬ 
sertion of any inJiv'idiial, to jnit the whoJe 
people of Ireland out of tlie law, and autho¬ 
rize these iKictarn.il domiciliary visits. Ho 
K^as averse to fhebill in ttito. He never could 


was in the day time that they W'ore mo.slly rcctmcile himself to a bill which was to placo 


secreted, he couUUnot be«so prodigal of this 
insulting power, he could not bring himself 
Io wanton thus unnece.ssarily with the feel- 
ingsofthe people. If he WMS not of opinion 
(hat the people of lieland were bettor secur¬ 
ed wiiiioul Ilian wiili this bill, he most cer¬ 
tainly should vole in favour of it j Ilut think¬ 
ing as he did that riie measuie w^as both 
unjust and uniiccessaiy, lie was impelled by 
a sense of duty to sujn>f»rt the amendment^ 
Sir Arthur said lie would beg 

leave, as shortly as possible, to give his 


the people, in every part of Irefand, in tho 
])oweruf'iny two rash, prejndicedj or in¬ 
temperate magistrates, to break open their 
lioases at any hour of the night, and, under 
the pretence of searching for a»ns, to alarm 
and insult their families, and without the 
slightest evidence of any necessity: and at 
least, it the house should agree to pass the 
bill, it ought to name the shortest possible 
duratiqji, not longer, at farthest, than the 
cfjjjjmeni'emcnt of the next s*ession j when 
the subject might again be considered, and 


reasons for dissenting iVuiy this bill It w'as j iJie law sulVered to expire, unless the exc 
iin act of the most arbitrary and opjircssivc | cative government of the country should 
naufre, broiighfrforwav*! without any inquiry j think it necessary to be revived.. It was said 
into the state of Ireland, w-il bout any evi-! by the supporters of this bill, that it W'as to 
dence laid before the house as to the necessity I be continued for ^ years, fli the first in- 
of it i and it was altogc.llier so uncon-.tiiu-* stance, .because *1116 revival of the subject 

.1_-.1 .._-i_ -ii. i«* /. It 


tional an ae!, that noliinig but extreme and 
' mds^lmperious necessity could possibly jus¬ 
tify it. it did not depend on th« rey^onsibi- 
Iny of the hnd lieutenant and council, nor 


ii^parjiamcnt, year after year, would excite 
irriution. So, fhal to avoid this suppositions 
consequence, the whole peoplc^ of Ireland 
w'ere to be 3 years exposed to the arbitrary 


gu flic autlu>rjivof liie established courts of*; oppression of magistrates and their under 
Vo;.. . I .jA 


* 
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lings, and to be deprived of tbeir ar-ns for | M<. ^Dillon stated, tnat it fell within hit 

the defenre of thfir habitations. There ■ own.Knowledge, that dtiring the adniinifitra- 
^'ore times hcrelnfme, when a Bfilihh par- : (ion of the duke of JJedford, some hot hcad- 
liaineiU would not tolerate snrh Vniguage ; I ed magistrates had proclaimed a district con- 
aiid l)C thought it required some bo(|iness for trary to law. They allerwaids .applied to 
any minister to slate such a proposit'jon. Yet, die lord lieutenant to sanction their proeeed- 
how could the bill be continuedyears, ing ^ he refuse<l to dc so, andlheusualope- 
unless it was the united sense of paMinnieiit ration of the law uas fotind to b" sulTieient 
to resist any motion for it.s repeal, which it for tlie preservation;,of public tranquillity. 
WMs comt>elent for any mcnibcT to propc'se i I'o such men it was not his inclination to 
in the next session? Would any nit;mber j confide such powers as were not found 
suppose it possible, that the affairs of Ire- j necessary in the administration of lord Hardr 
land must lutt come under the consideration , wicke, and such as the duke of Bedford re¬ 
ef parliament every yeer ? If bills like this I fusid to sanction. It was the W'ish of lord 
were the boons to he granted to Ireland by j Kilwarden, even in his dying moments, that 
this country, these were what they could ihe law should not be vi dated on hisaccount. 
Jind elsewhere ; and if parliament did not Ministers were w'ell aware that by the Hill 
see the wisdom of governing that ctaintry! of Rights every Bntish subject had a right 
by lenient and conciliatory mea.stires, and ' to bcM'arms, and if unnecessary infraclions 
fulfilling to the hopes of the people the ef- of llie best articles of the constiiulron were 
fects Ibey^ were tail]ght to expebt from a made as a matter of course almost, ministers 
legislative union with this country » naiiRly, might expect that some poition of the people 
the knitting itogether their rights and in-> of that c< nitry would decl.irc their '‘cnti- 
terests with those of their British fellow- ments in the most open manner against 
aubjecls ; if parliament did not feel the ne-! such proceecling.s; they might expect, not 
cessity of strengthening, ai tins awlul crisis, | that a revolution founded on Agrarian prinei- 
the armies <.f liie empire, by the valour of pies would be attempted, but that the higher 
a noble, brave,- intrepid, and loyal people, j class of the people would be roused, and 
iiKslead of keeping up a system of coercive ' that flity would petition against the union, 
and initative measures; he must onlv la- On the intended nmiion of Mr. Shei dan he 


ment their blindness. This obseriation 
reminded him of a fJe<‘lara(ion once n'adc by 
one of tjie ablest statesmen that e\er pre¬ 
sided O'er the destinies of this eoiinlry, the 
great earl of Civaibam ; \\Unsaid it was his 
tnaxini to adopt imnt wherever he found 
jfj freefromj!] parti.diryorpiejiid.ei' totonn- 
tiies. He had sought and found a brave 
people in fl»e North, who nad long been 
estranged rr<»m all attacinneiit to ilriiidi 
govtrr.nunl t^y acts of impolicy and op[ircs- ' 
sinn, which tiansferred their afleetions to a 
foreign foe, who had flattoed ihepi witli| 
hopes of redress. He ivinoxed their oppres- ' 
sions. He nnticf*d their loyalty to this. 
country I'Ji' y flo< Ked n^he tli iii>h standard, ' 
and coiKjUcred for I nghind in everv qupiKT ' 
of the w'o.Id. Jt was a similar poliov tliat • 
would give the best effects to the Ihiion’ by 
muting with this country the affections of the 
Irish people : but a contrary conduct would j 
tend ultimately, perhaps, to lop off the right I 
arm from the British #'nr lire, at a moment J 
when we wanted fvvice as* many firms as' 
we had to ofl'ect our security in this^iwfpl| 
crisis. He concluded by bebecihing- the , 
house,, and his majesty's government, to; 
dej-arl from (his fatal system which risked 
no less than t^e ultimate loss of Ireland. 


should deliver his sentiments more fully ; in 
the mean w'hile Jiowever, he thought it 
his duly to oppojo the l)ill now befoie the 
house. 

Mr. Crni^ defended Ireland from the un¬ 
just imputations’ against its loyalty and alle- 
gjunce. He was convinced that the tine 
policy in governing Ireland w’as to extend 
to its people the fiUl p.aiticipation of consti¬ 
tutional rights. He declared his irnvirtlon 
of the injusltcc and impolicy of the present 
bill, and 'irorgly .suppoi led the amendment. 

Mr. /'o«5ow/.v was a decided enemy to 
the. bill. He hyped some amendment would 
have been admitted to render it less unpalut- 
uhle, but he W. 1 S severely disapjxdnted. He 
thanked his right hon. and learned friend 
fstr A. Piggmt) for his eloquent speech 
against the bill, jn every word of which he 
agreed; and could only oppress his as 
tonishnient to fipd his majesty’s ministers 
supporting such a measure upon hear say, 
and w'ithout a tittle of evidence, while at tliis 
moment the assizes of the difl'erent counties 
in Ireland were proceeding, and when the 
iudgc.s were every where unanimdu.’i' in 
stating the uranquil state of that country, 
especially Wexford and Tippeiary, the two 
most suspected counties, and where ther« 
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lif’as not a single indfbtnient fof lnsurf«tion, were^nnacqjiainted with the affairs of lra« 
oi* even for seditious words; and whin the land, might be well enough before the 
judge'cmphatioally tliauk“d the grand juries anion; Uit after that event,such a declaiation 
for the tranquil state in M'hich he found that was as rkliculous as to say they knew no- 
part of country. He never could give j thing alyut Middlesex or Yorkshire. The 
his support to so abominable, so unconsti- j former let, of which this was meant to be 
tiitional, and so tyransiical a bill.—A gene-, the companion, was abominable enoiii^hj 
ral cry of^iuestion \ question ! j but was a thousand times worse. By a 

Skeridan expr^jjcd*his astonishment clause in this bill, nothing in the shape of 
at hearing so tery general a call of question 1 I a blacksmith must exist in Ireland but at 
question 1 Us* if gentlemen were in a the discretion of the m:lgi^t^ates, unless he 
hurry to pass a bill so alafming to llie liber- W’ould sw'ear and give security that he would 
ties of Ireland. He should not enter upon never make any thing in the shape of a pike, 
the affairs of that country at present, as be Thus every gentleman in Ireland was liable 
should hav 7 a more favourable opportunity, to be plundered oufof his arms; and every 
on the motion he shpuld have the honour of blacksmith in that devoted country prevented 
proposing to the house on Monday, He did from following his trade, creaming hislivcli- 
not expect, however, that on a measure hood, at thediscrelion of any tw'opetty justices 
like this for driving from the pale of the con« ofthepeace. \Vouldanynian,inhiscoolsQnbes, 
stitution the whole people of li eland, his suppo'ie that such a measure was not calcuhjt- 
majesty's ministers would sit mute, w ithout cd to exqite univers^Wisconten^^n^dSu’^j 
condescending (o notice any of the argu- to convert the friends of the government, 
rnents so eloquently and forcibly^t against and the most loyal and peaceabT& people of 
this bill If ever he saw the ca.st^f Ireland* the country into enemies, anfl to produce all 
treated with outrage and insult, it \vas upon those very mischiefs which it was avowedly 
the present occasion, when the king’s mi- directed to prevent ? • He sliould, however, 
nisters w'erc forcing upon that country, a beg leave to add to the bill a clause, by way 
law subversive of all civil libei ty^ and ex- of rider. It would be, to make it high ivca- 
posing the habitation of every man in Ireland j son to communicate to Napoleon emperor of 
to the nocturnal intrusion of any two m^gis- the ’French, either of those bills ; for he 
trates, or their underlings, on pretence of was convinced that sach a communication 
searching for arms, williout any controul would -be the tnost direct, efteclual, pud 
from the executive government. I'hft do- traitorous communication to the enemy for 
quent speech of his right hon and learned the invasion of Ireland. Thc*Jion. and 
friend (sif A. Piggott) was unanswerable^-ivight hon. and learned gentlemen opposite 
He gloried in the whole luneur ot his argu- to him took no notice ’of the speechea 
niems, and he w#s proud to see on that side of his hon. friends ; but if rfiey were igno- 
of the house an attorney-general and solid -1 rant of the affairs of that conntry, knowledge 
tor-general of the last administration, slaiul should be fo^ped upon them, or ifiey ought 
forth us advocates for the cause of Ireland, to suffer for their ignorance. Notwif^stand- 
who preferred government by law to a ing the declaration of a right hon., friend of 
govcrmneul by arbitrary power Mnd milit.ary ! hi.s (Mr. Grattan), and whose authority had 
execution, and who refused to vote away the been so generally quoted by the suj)porters 
Kberiicb of a brave and honourable people, of thlk and the former bill, he would not 
without any other semblance of necessity lend his conscience lo any man against hiS 
than the mere ipse dixit ol the right hon. conviction. The Irish security was gone 
chancellor of the oKchequer, and his legal <^on*the expedition to the Bultic; regiment 
friends the attorney and solicitor-generals, aucr regiment was drawn from Ireland for 
And what wiis the •testimony of those right foreign set vice ; and now the country was 
^bon. gentlemcy ? Why, that none of them to be garrisoned by two arbitrary acts of par- 
kn€w any thing aboutjreland, but that they liament. Butsurely if ministers were serious 
u:ulersti)dd Irom good authority that there in believing the danger, this was the way to 
was a disposition lo insurrection there. Who encourage and promote it.-*—The house then * 
told them so ? Did 'they learn it by any divided, for th^'aiRfeinJmeut 28, against it 
©ibciid document from the duke of Rich- 80. nAjority 52. 

nioulU? or was it only from the whispers of * I^rdthen rose to move an amend- 
those hon. gentlemen from t^at side the ment in the bill, by shortening iHe duration 
■water, whu \vi.shed to feed their credulity r of it. He thought the house ought* to be a» 
Ftit geuUem^n iu tl^ir stations, to sn) they je.dous of such a bill a.s of the mutiny 

J A 2 * • 



[1096 


1095] PAUL. DEBATES, August 

and that it ought only to be ps«t for^ one ! 
year. Wc ought to pay the .same acKnow- 1 
ledgement to the liberty of the sidftect in 
Ireland as in (Iiis country. We ought to 
anticipate that amelioration in iheUtate of 
Ireland which might render the bill to long- ' 
er ncoe'.sary ; and perhaps it ought al« to be 
dreaded, that the Irish goveu'.mcnt^woiild 
abuse tlie power vested in it, in such a man¬ 
ner as to make it doubtful wliciher more 
evil or good resulted from siifleiing such a 
bill to be continued. 'Ihinking, therefore, 
that such powers ought to be only granted 
for one year, he conclutjed bv moving as an 
amendment, that the words “ one year’* 
should be inserted instead of “ three,” as the 
duration of the bill. 

The CkanC''llor of the Exchequer thought 
that k was necessary to say but little, wdien 
iCrwas considered how fully botli those bills 
hatl'^m-Tr".theady disct.vsed. It wenld cer¬ 
tainly be in the power of parliament to re¬ 
peal this b‘ill nest year, if they thought it 
mvessary; biTt he thought unnecessary 
discussion on this subject inigijt be of an irri- 
Uiting nature, and could not possibly do any 
good. 

Mr. Sheridan was rejoiced, tiint he had at 
lergth heard a few word-* from caic of the 
bon. gcinlerncn on the olhcr side. When 
they ii.ul before refund to argue the subject, 
on ^he ground of their ignUrance, he gave 
them some credit for eitljcr modesty or can¬ 
dour. flis noble friend had^ liovve^er, 
obliged the ri. hoii. gent. l«i say .something^' 
These discussions on the st.ite of Ireland 
might appear to the gentlemen on the other 
side of die house, as irnlating questions; 
they however appeared to him quesiitms 
that ogglit not to be blinked, but that it was 
ncce-»sary. to ih^scnss faiily. , He w'ould tell 
the right hon. gent., that lu! mil ought to be 
the constant subject of Ins tiioughis, and of 
discussion in that In)use. • The pivsAu bill 
wa.s a bill for suspending t’ae libeitics and 
the constimtion of Irclan!; . nd to ]>reverd 
irrdat.iig as i’i--y v, i le t died, i.t 

was pJOjM'Cd, iM ill • li.'t in-t.m.'-i, (hit the 
hill should l>c OkMiuii'ici I'M W ycai'i. Me 
could iK/t sec .my argume.it th.it could be ad¬ 
duce I lu favour fd' cocMiKn^g ih.i bill for 
. that ti.ii •, dijt would not apply .u well to 
th‘‘.naking it •-'itf'nal. 'I'iic ri_;iii Iiou gcnl. 
Jrni fcjid, that the c(*l.dd icpe d it iie.\l 

,Vcar, if liuy thiiUghl pr oper. 'I'liTs was 
•most undoubtedly trac, and* .sO they ^pultl 
have doiva if the icr h id been nt once made 
p<*rpclnM ; hut .vas very little reason 

io Vxpcct tliat it vv^uld bu repealed bclWc 
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the filie fixed for its cx^nration. If the bill 
were inly annual, then the right hon. gent. 
mn.st make out some kind of a case next 
year, before he could again propose it^ but 
if it passed for 3 years, he would consider 
himself privileged to continue all that time 
as ignorant as he now professed himself of 
the state of Ireland. It was tin?e for the 
I house to take the situat,’on of Ireland serjous- 
\ ly into their consideration, as every body 
i knew that the destruction of diVland, or its 
occupation by the' enemy, would be the 
downfal of the empire. He concluded by 
dcclanng, that he should support the amend¬ 
ment, ^ 

Mr, JV. Elliot (hate S/;crctary for Ireland) 
admitted the neces.sity of this measure, but 
thought the period of duration quite another 
tjnestion, and that parliament ought to shew 
an anxiety to keep as much as possible with¬ 
in the limits of that necessity. He would, 
therefore, .support the amendment, and would 
strongly advise gentlemen on the other side 
to accede to it. The right lion. gent, ear¬ 
nestly recommended the adoption of conci¬ 
liatory riieasurcs with reganl to Irel.'iiid. He 
deprecated llic language wliich he bail lieard 
from a high authority in that house, and in 
another assemblyaUo, witli respect to ilio 
C.itjiolics; for he considered such langu.ige 
extremely rash and impnidcni, to say U^e 
least of it; as it would go to dose the expec- 
tatiorfs, to put an end to the^ Jjope-^ ()f liie 
Catholic body. WJien gentlemen falkeil of 
"settling the question, what, did ttiey mean ? 
Did they mean to say to a population grow¬ 
ing in numbers, wealth, <vkI eoiiscijiuiiee— 
“ we w'l 11 never attend to your winIics, we 
will never comply with your de.sires'*’ But 
some gentlemen uiuleriook to s.iy, that the 
Catliolie Cluesiion wa.s of no eoii’icipiencc. to 
this population. 'I'lie contrary, however, 
was as iririe as nature w'as line 10 liersdf. 
What! that tin* landed and coninuTci.il m- 
KMc.sl.s, wliieli had such e^.len^Jvc anil just 
injhieuec .niiong the (yalholie body, that the 
j gcntleuKii ot the h.ir, dkl not aipbe to those 
[lUviiegc.s and dislim tions, from which they 
were at present exdudnid ! 7’he i lea w as 
ipiitc preposterous. Ho ci^ild assure the 
liouse that gentlemen were ■niisi.ikeii v^-ho 
supj.Oflcd tint all those, leclings drt.1 not pre¬ 
vail among the Catholics, wliich strongly 
bind men to the. state. For the desire of 
pirticipatii- in those privileges w'hic.li the 
.state gi .lUd, was a strong bond of cv'.noc- 
tion. He, pf course, disliked, and would 
widi to cfisconntenance the doctrine, that the 
pro5])ccl siigsild bo reiiioveU, w^bidt scivcll to 
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k^p alive that desir#. At least to allJv the 
Calholurs to hope, to let them cherish fcpec- 
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wha^ver the necessity might be now, tliat 
necessity might be at an end within a 


tation', was one of the best means of preserv- 1 month. • At all events, the case was doubt¬ 
ing the tranquillity of Ireland. With a view . fnl, and lh(i I lish people should have the be- 
cri'eclttallv to restooi and to maintain that . netit otAiat doubt. Enacting the bill lot one 


iranquillity, the right hon. gent, nieiuioned 1 year dll not preclude its revival, should it 
the ditVerent niea-nre<*which the late minis- appearliect-ssaiy, any more than the revival 
try had iii^ontemplatipn; first, the grant of ot th<y jMininy bill, which, troin the same 
privjeges to the Catholics; second, the mti- ■ considerations which actuated his nnnd op- 
difiealion of lythes ; tliird, a strict attention ; on this occasion, parlianuMit had taken cure 
tn 
cdi 
iho 

were auu»ng the benolits which the hPf- a:I- anicndmont,aiid the numbers were Ayes3-1 ^ 


difiealion oftyrhes; iliird, a strict attention | on tins occasion, parlument had taken cure 
to tl»e apprtl^rialion of the funds de'it’uerl for | to pass annually, allhongh its necessity wa* 
educUiuii; and fourth, fhe enforceui.iU of [ uiufrqnited and its principle unquesnonahlc — 
the r'^sidci'ce ot the cstabljshed clergy, ihe^e ;Uhe house then diviTied upon loid H. Pettys 


mmistiaiion meant to confer upon Irel.nui, ISoes 79. 
and wliieli he heartily wished to see adupted. 

Ml. ti’Hl'crfiirce ielt murit sati-'faclion in 
hearing the objects w’liich the riglit hon. 
gent, liad just stated, and particularly witti 
regard to tythes, in which if a change could [ Brand, T, 
be effected without injury to the interests of } Calcrafi, 
the established clergy, it w'as on all liands ad- ' 
niilted to be exirenicly desirabltv ^ be hon. j Cnthhcrt, J. It. 
iiieniber expressed his wish that^c gentle¬ 
men of Ireland would lliemselves devote 
th<‘ir attention to a consideratioiP of the 
means bv winch ihe state of ilie Irish people 
might be mnended. Kor he could not help 
t hull-ing that among that people, he iiK'ant 


Lht of the Minortiy, 


character, fr^in that w hich appeared •among 
the same classes in this connti v, and the gen- 
tleimii oT Irelaiul mi^ht be most conipoieAt 
to judge of (lie tact, acid to prepare the 
means of impioiiing their countrymen. 

Mr. if 'irul/iam\\d% clad to hear his right 
hon. friend state the objects which the late 
administration liad in view, for the benefit of 
Ireland j and to ilw>se objects he wished 
particulaily to point the atleniion i)f the 
iioLisc. So far from cotisideringctliis bill and 
the Insurrection bill as twins, he thought 
them materially cVitKercnJ;,, With respect to 


Barliiin, J. 1'. 

Milton, lord 

Bouverif, G. 

Pt*ty, loid If. 

Bernard 'P, 

Pi'ii'ott, sir A. 

Brand. 'P. 

Panv L P.J. 

(^alcraft, ^ 

PonSOnhy.S^. rrr^ . 

J. 

Koniiily. Sir .S. 

Cavendish, VV. 

Uubscll, W. 

Cnthhcrt, J. It. 

Shend?^, R, B. 

Diiliiii. fl. A. 

Somerville, sii M. 

Donda-5. W. 

S.iUth, \V. 

Ellioi.W. 

• Sliaipc, R. 

1 libbt'il, Ci. 

'Palbot, 11- 

Jeuiiwe, J. C. 

Wtndham, \\\ 

1 an\l», W. 

Ward J VV. 

sir J 

VVhithrctid, S- 

j Millai, sir 'P. 


1 Moore. 1*. 

.dCrecvey/P. 

^ M.tirin, M. ^ 

Da\V6on, It. 

1 Maxwell, W. 



• IIOrSK OF COMMONS. 

• Stifurfh}/, 8. 

[Publicans’ Lickxse Bitp.] Mr Sf/r^ 
rirfati moved the .second reading of this bill. 
Pfe could adduce, he said, instances of the 
most atroeifius oppression practised by the 
magisliates on individuals of this trtide j he 
did not say designedly, but i^om carelessness 
and inattention. All that he washed was, 
that^ when a p^iblican was charged with an 
act which w.is to* be esteemed surticient ti> 
deprive him of his license, ho sliould be 


the conscqncnre to he apprehended from jho , of the nature U the crime imputed 

Ircquent uiscus-,iow of mcasuies of this him, and should he hen**1 in his defence; 

ture, and whioi the j ight hon. gent, on the familv siumld be deprived 


opposite side duprccated, lie for Iiimself 
thought, that much irritation might be 
pfoduced bj»silence» as by discussion—nay, 
more J find so he apprehended from the si¬ 
lence of ministers upon thU occasion. 'I'hc 
feelings of the people .of Ireland must be 
grat/d to find it resolved to continue thedu-J 
taiinn of such a bill as this beyond a reason-*^ 
able time, without any fitateiyen^ and per¬ 
haps without the existence of necessity. For, 


lepi 

of their livelihood by a whisper. This, he 
maintained,, was not a situation in which aa 
Kngli.tlmian .should be placed. It had, he 
believed, been objected against him. that 
this was the mr-4tt^e haePuken of canvassing 
We'tniinster.'^ Ilo\v*iruly this was alledged 
might be lathered from this simple fuA, 
that one of the first measures moved by hitn 
in parliament was of a similar nature. 
Shortly alter the riots in the year l/SP, he 
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ilimself originated a measure 4igains^ the —on ^er attempting to fbmonstrate, the only 
Westminster Justices^ in which he had the satisfaction she could procure was, ** woman, 
tatisfaction of being supported a most you have had your answer." Her license 
vespectable minority. Shortly after this, the was accordingly withdrawn, and she and her 
late duke of Northumberland put kn addi- family are now reduced to a state of 
tional number of gentlemen into tie com- extreme poverty and distress. This case 
mission of the peace, among the rffit him- was not unknown to,fvand had attracted the 
*elf, (Mr. S ).—Genera! Fit/.patric^t, lord commiseration of a noble lord <and right 
fi. Spencer, and other gentlemen on that hon. gent.—But be (Mt* S.) denied that it 
side of tlie house, hnding, during the imme- was consistent with the constitution of this 
diately succeeding election for Westminster, country that any man, in any** profession, 
that the publicans, through fear of ihe'ma- was to be told, that at the discretion of any 
gistrates, all of whom'were in the interest one man, be and his family were to be 
of government, could not be induced to open deprived of their livelihood, and reduced to 
any houses in tavour oV Mr. Fox, though misery. He had, he declared, thirty instances 
they had not previously qualified themselves of a similar kind, which be should, if re* 
as magistrates, they resolved to do so, and quired, bring forward in the committee, 
immediately advertised, promising their pro- He bad several instances too, of persons 
tection to such publicans as should act impar- having been deprived of their licences for 
tielW by o^iening their houses for the inde- voting for sir Francis Burdett, for Middlesex. 
penficirt-«andidate. I«v this determination They had even been told that this was the 
they could only find one of the existing reason i and, he would ask, were publicans, 
mngistrates''who would join them, and add at the will^of a magistrate, to be deprived 
bis name to the'ir corps. [A laugh from the of the frtfe exercise of the elective franchi.s« 
ministerial benches.] Gentlemen, Mr. S. more than the other inhabitants of this coun- 
remaiked, might, if Ihey pleaded, think try? He alluded to another case which had 
it a subject of congratulation, and that it occurred at Fulham, where a bouse remark- 
conferred honour and respectability on the able for the usual decorum of its keeper had 
magistracy of Westminster, that not more been deprived of the licence, merely because 
than one man could be found among them on o;ie occasion, a few Welsh girls returning 
to add his name to s/resolution exjiressive to their own country bad been indulged with 
of (heir determination to ac^ fairly and im- a fiddle and a hop. These were arbitrary 
partially. He had only stated this, how- power), which, he submitted,, were not fit 
ever, to shew th.^t the present was not an to rest with one or two individuals, without 
idea whiiih he had noxv taken up for the firstr\be person accused being acquaihied with 
time. He liad prepared a b'dl on the subject the charge against him, and allowed to defend 
while he was Treasurer of the Navy; and himself. Neither,-he msvntained, was it 
M far was it from being an election trick on even then fit that they should exist without 
bis part, t^at he did not mention the subject appeal. All he asked was, that every person 
during jhe last election till the 12th day ot so accused should have the charge against 
the poll, wheipas, had he pieant it as a him furnished to him in writing, and that 
theme through which to courf popularity, he should be heard in his defence; and, af- 
Ee would have set out with it from the be- terwards, that he should have it in his powder 
ginning. If it was desired, he shoukl be to appeal to the quarter ^sessions. He could 
ready in tlie committee to go into a string of not think it possible, but that the magUtrutes 
cases, the substantiating of anyone of which, thpmselves must be pleased that an appeal 
he was convinced, must render it impossibly, lay from their decision. Jf not actuated by 
for gentlemen of honour, feeling, or human- personal motives, the knowledge of such, 
ity to doubt the propriety of what be propos- appeal must be consolatory to tlieir feelings, 
ed. He proceeded to state* the case of a All he wislied at present was that the bill 
Woman, wiiose father and motbei had been should extend to Middlesex au (4 Surrey. He 
.for fifty year's in one house, in which they confessed that he had received lei ttffs which 
bad uniformly maintained ^an unblemi.'ihed would more than cover the table, containing 
character She had sucefeeSdd to her parents, similar complaiiiu from every part of the 
g;td supported in It, with the same propriety, country, so tliat he might be fortified in 
a fanfily uf 7 children, five of w'hom Wqre* maintaining that the alteration should e«^md 
‘entirely dependent on her industry. Being ihroughuTU. .But still, high as w'as iho res* 
summoned before the magistrates, and in- [n^ctiu vvhschhelicld Mr. Read, Mt. Graham, 
foi'ntcd tiui: they coulcl not renew her licence and one or iv/u others of the ^Vestmiusttir 
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and Middlesex magistrates^ he could Jiot so 
far shut bis eyes as to put them on | level 
with'the independent country magistrates. 
The former held their places, for which 
fhey receivefl an emolument, at the will and 
pleasure of his majesty's ministers; while 
the lat*cr exercised a gratuitous and burden¬ 
some duty. There .was another subject, 
whigh he had alludec^to elsewhere, and be¬ 
fore an auditory far more numerous than 
that which Re4)ad now the honour to address, 
namely, |Jie power exercised by brewers 
over publicans, bv being proprietors of pub¬ 
lic-houses. With all the regard which he 
felt for many gentlemen connected in the 
brevving business this was a practice which, 
he was aware, ought tq be checked, if not 
abolished. Notlung was more clear than 
this, that brewers might meet together, 
agree that they wculd not interfere with the 
houses which were held tinker the dominion 
of each : and in that manner they had it in 
their p( we. Lo impose whatevet^rash they^ 
pleased on the laborious part of tire commu¬ 
nity. they had after labour was of as 

much consequence to their health^ and to 
their existence, as food. It was, therefore, 
an object well deserving the interference of 
the legislature, to see that improper means 
were nut resorted (o to disappoint them^f it. 
The period of the session, however, would 
nut allow time for so extensive a regulation. 
All that he ijow desired was to provide that 
a man, merely becau.se he was a publican, 
should not be ruined, and his family turneA 
on tl>e parish, without having an opportuni¬ 
ty of knowing svhat was charged against 
him. He concluded by. moving, that the 
bill be now read a second time. 

The ChancciloT of thf Exchequer said, he 
could only regret that tl>e right hon. gent, 
had not brought nut only the present bill 
but the whole of his measure so«ner before 
the house. As he had it in full contempla¬ 
tion from the year 178 Q Jown to thp year 
17B4, he must regret that he should In^ye 
allowed it to remaiti a blank from that i>eriod 
down to the election in I807f when he 
revived it f«r therfirst time on the Hastings 
\ in Covem Garden; still more he must re- 
tlint he*hnd been so late in the.se.ssion 
m brining it into the bouse. If the prin¬ 
ciple of the bill, however, was to be sup¬ 
ported by cases, the plan would have been 
to m#ve for a committee,to investigate them, 
an#*to make the report of the committee 
the foundation of the bill. Aspmqfters stood 
there was* no evidence to go on, and it 
would be unfair to make Middlesex afld 


1 Lkenst BilL ' fl 

Surr|^ excoptions from a general rule. He 
hoped the right hon. gent, would set hi« 
mind to the business during the vacation, 
and come prepared with his whole plan early 
in the next session. He concluded by mov« 
ing, tMt the Bill be read a second time this 
day thm months. 

Mr^Bose thought some regulation neces¬ 
sary upon this subject, and bore testimony 
to the character of the publicans. From 
his connection with the revenue business, bo 
was* enabled to .say, that there was not a 
more meritorious dass of men than the 
publicans. 

Mr. JJ. Giddy vindicated the character of 
the magistracy in the country, who were, 
as far as his acquaintance extended, particular^ 
ly in Cornwall, enfitled»lo the utmost res¬ 
pect. The evils arising from the proprietor¬ 
ship of public houses being vested in 4^ 
brewers^ he acknow«ledged to be great,* but 
he could not conceive any legislative remedy 
that could apply to it. 

Mr. Feier Moore thought the grounds of 
objection stated by the chancellor of the 
exchequer might be^viated in a commitee, 
where all the cases cited by his right hon. 
friend might, with many others, equally 
strong, be fully substantiated From having 
hacf an opportunity of examining these cases, 
he could say that sucB instances of oppres¬ 
sion had occuri^d under the existing Ww, 
as would revolt the feelings of the house, 
and as wq^tld excite its nstoni.shmeut, that 
%ucl) a law had been so long sudered to con¬ 
tinue in operation. However, .as ivore4n- 
quiry seemed to he required ifpon this sub¬ 
ject, and as gentlemen seemed toi,thii}k the 
general extension of the principle desirable, 
he would recommend to his riglit horn friend 
to withdrawth^ bill, rather t|^n let it go to a 
division, lest its rejection should appear to 
imply that to which be was glad to perceive 
no gentleman \vas disposed, namely, an 
absolute opposition to the {Principle of thq^ 
measure. 

^ Mr. Sturges Bourne conceived acommittee 
of Inquiry necessary previous to the intro¬ 
duction of a bill of this nature, because it 
professed to rest upon particular cases; bu( 
if the measure were founded upon a general 
principle, comprehending the whole coun¬ 
try, such a comgaittee might be dispensed 
wiih.| The hori. mensber was aware of the 
illegitimate use made of the power whicE 
the magiiitrat^s possessed under the existing 
law, of the improper manner in which they ' 
employed it upon elections, and that such a 
law required revisiqqi He knew that 1]|. 
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VPnic popolons towns, at a distance fron^ the 
iDetr<>|M)lts, every pnbliran voted at an clec- 
Imhi aenmiing to the will cf the magiilrale, 
in const(|ueiife of the undue influence rie- 
livcd from the exisienre of this laW. He 
agreed, therefore, in the iiccessilyi which 
caUrd for some cunection of the nbn^ com¬ 
plained of; but he agreed also wil\ those 
vho ttins’dered it improper to have tlie 
gronndsof objection which magistrates might 
Icel to a pubUcan's license become the sub- 
jec of disrussicm in a convl ot law, Ftir in 
that case he could not** lielp thinking the 
remetiy .ilmost as bad as tlie evd. TJic mode 
fif redress which oc'cuircd to his mind would 
be to extend authority foi granting licenses 
or hesriug appeals conferred upon n larger 
number of magistrates, who, from their 
})>umber, would proijably be free from the 
filiation of local feeling or party prejudice. 
Tb&»:j n«tictrTnight begone to the jMiblicans 
sod to the public, for whose interest, he 
thought tlip.t. if the principle of such a 
measure as tlfs were nnexceplional)le, it 
ought U> Ik* extended to the whole country 
He therefore recommended to the right lion, 
gent, to w'Uhdraw hi& bill lur the iirescni 
»ession. 

Mr. Sheridnn professed his di'^position 
to yield to whatever appeajctl to be the ge- 
nend wish of the hoi¥>e, and therefoie he 
ehi>tiMcomp)y wiili the rcqnl'j«l of his hon. 
friend <Mr. IVIoore). to any snggestnm fioin 
whom lie Should be always h.ipjn; to aiti nd. 
At the same time he cwti.d iu>l help notice-* 
ingthe iurprise e.xprcased iiy the right hon. 
the 'CiMncellcit of the exchequer, that he 
*l/o*;ld hayt brought forward this bill at so 
I'lic a p^'riod of the se.s>i«.n. W'iiat, said Mr. 

the jight hon. gent., who has Surprised 
the hoU'Candt^ccountry so,much himself 
—he whohes snip:Ised the Iiousc at a late 
|>erMKt of the session with his plan ol govern¬ 
ment for Iri'i'ud—who ^u*'p»'j''^d i^with 
bis newnii'stary jyn ji’ct-- who has sinpiis- 
cd it bv pnipo*-.«pg to snspeiul that highly 
Jaiidablc and inc.fers.diy praised systi^m, ti|^ 
plan i/t cnU‘'ii;)g h-u a iiujited lime,—^and 
ycl, that afJev all i!.(‘ right hon gent, should 
talk to me n’u.ul surprising the hani-^e ! But, 
tininng all liisM.rpn'-i.s there js*o;;e surprise 
^'liich lie could not prodia n.uiit lv that of 
surprising me bv tins bill j fori 

expected i:.—Tiie r\o}t-i fonlvtiit. pni'.ted- 

to Mate the manner in whith lie Imu acl-^ 
«d with a vjew to prodnee a saMifaetory till. 
’First, lie drew up a bill such :h -ome gentle¬ 
men now professed to ■\vj>h h r. conibining 
tjte cat^c ui brewers ^jwniv.g public-houses 
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with that before the honfc respectively; but 
tlicii cyjeciions arose, to which he yield^, in 
proposing to make those the objects of 
separate bills. Again, be proposed to make 
the bill general j but to this very great diffi¬ 
culties were suggested; he found many 
men, and magistrates particularly, who were 
willing to let him do what he pieced with 
Middlesex and Surrey,« provided he let the 
remainder of the countrj’ alone. He 
therefore endeavoured to makeu beginning 
of that lefonn in those counties, which so 
many gentlemen had professed to desire to ex¬ 
tend to all England. Rut a coinmillce of inqui¬ 
ry W'as required previous to the inlroducl ion 
of such a !>ill as thi«. He however, would 
beg those who dcsiird Mich a committee, to 
reflect upon the expcnce and trouble that 
must attend such a committee ; to consider 
if witnesses were to be summoned from all 
parts of Knglaml and Wales, what time such 
a <‘ommittee must last, and when it was 
hkoly to y#d ? Each case would, in fact, 
a sui^before the committee, for he 
hhould propose to do that with regard to the 
magistrates, which they, under the existing 
law, declined to do towauU the publicans; 
that is, he .should have the magi<irates ap¬ 
prized of any ground of compljint urged 
agaip.st them, and affordi'd the oppurlunily 
of vindicating themselves. What time, 
tlicn, would such an investigation occupy! 
— As fu the cases he liadadvcrtefl to upon tlii.s 
occasion, the right hon. gent, staled that 
■rticy were but a few out at a l ifge mass, 
and while gentlemen caileu lur deliberation 
and delay, he could a.ssiirr them and the 
house, that many persons were starving in 
jail in coii-scquencc of the law which ho 
proposed to correct. I'lierr 'was one rase 
in particular into which he believed a right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Bose) had made inquiry, 
and w'hich he knew' was peculiarly op¬ 
pressive, n;iinel\^ that‘of Mrs. Unthank. 
The case of Mr. John Morris, a resjrectable 
mpn, who had a shop over the way in 
Ixing Street, furnished iIk strongest grounds 
of complaint. This Mr. Morris, for whom, 
from Ins own knowledge of him, he could 
not hesitate to avow the utmost re.spect, 
was deprived of his licence hry the magkst 
1 1 files, merely because his house wfis to lie 
taken down in order to make some eox- 
cinnbical improvements about Wesliyinstcr 
Abbey—to shew that building tho 
members as they camedown to the houseAut 
he had communicated the case of Mr. Morris 
1.' the Treasury, and he hoped for redress, 
iY>cre was alaiS one v^itU regard to a Mr, 
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Pfignall, of the Broadway WestipAster, 
whose licence was withdrawn by the liiagis- 
trates* upon grounds which they would 
not explain, and the poor man finding every 
effort to procure redress unavailing, abso¬ 
lutely died of a broken heart about a fort¬ 
night since leaving a helpless family to de¬ 
plore his^te. With^such facts before him, 
he A’yi not think it much to propose 
this temperate measure! However, as the 
opinion was?o«trongly expressed, that if such 
a bill was necessary, it should be made gene¬ 
ral, he should acquiesce, in the wish for 
time to inquire into the subject. He hoped 
and trusted that by the next session, peti¬ 
tions would pour in/rom all quarters, pray¬ 
ing the removal of the existing grievances, 
and that such petitions would be presented 
by the highest antliority, by that of th^ 
county representatives of the respective 
petitioners. For himself, he;should for the 
present only say, that which was only a 
repetition of what he had said bs^^re, that, 
while ho had a seat in that house, lie should 
ever be foyml an advocate of the weak 
against the .strong, and of the bclplesf agnin.st 
those who had the ])ower, and, he was 
soiry to say, too often tl)e will, to oppress 
them. 

Mr. Rose vindicated the conduct of.the 
commissioners appointed to superintend the 
improvements alluded to by the right, hon. 
gent., /rt.'m jjny concern in the transactions 
respecting Mr. Morris or Mrs. Unibank. 
For whenever those commissioners ihoughf 
the removal of any house necessary to their 
object, they not cBily paid for the house it¬ 
self, but, if a shop or placecd' business, they 
allowed for the good will also, or any other 
loss sustained by the prouriciors, 

Mr. Sheridan said, the complaint in the 
cases he referred to was, that the licence was 
refused on the ground that it was hi contem¬ 
plation to take dovVn th^ house for the 
pmposc of the improvement he liad men¬ 
tioned. • 

Mr. }-lushisson safid, that he had received 
some papers from the right hon. gent, upon 
the subject of Mr. Morris’s case, and that an 
inquiry was seW on foot in the proper de¬ 
partment, Tfte resuk of that inquiry he 
should lalvc care to have communicated to 
the right hon. gent., and if the ca.se should 
turn oj|ft to be such as tlio right hon. gent, 
had d^cribed it to be, hejiad no doubt that 
amf^.-i-edress would be granted by remune¬ 
rating Air. Morris.—Atter somQ farther 
conversatioit, Mr. Sheridan with leave ot 
the house withdrew the bill. * • 

VoL. IX. • 


M|;. Denis bill relative to the lodgemeot 
of £400. upon prosecuting an election pe¬ 
tition, after some observations from sir A. 
Figott ai)d lord W. Russell against it, and 
' from A^. T. Jones and Mr. Dent in iu 
favour, *^roduced a division of six to five; 
and there not being 40 members present the 
house ^journed. 

ROUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, August 10. 

[Scotch Judicature Bill.] —The Lord 
Chancellor presented a bill for the better 
idmini.stration of j^istice in Scotland, the 
object of which he briefly stated, namely 
to divide the court of session into two cham« 
bers, one consisting of the lord president 
and 7 judges, and tho ^ther of the lord 
justice clerk and 6 judges. His lordship 
stated, that he did not wish any proceediog 
should bo had upon tift bill this Vssion, *but 
merely that it should be printed gtid lie over 
for consideration next session. 

llie Earl of Selkirk thought it would be 
preferable to constituUi the 6 justiciary lords 
of the court of srs.sion a court I'or the ti ial 
of jury causes, they being accustomed to 
trial by jury in criminal cases, and that the 
othq^ nine judges should constitute a court 
of equity, with power to send causes for 
trial by jury into the oflier court, 

Tlje Earl * Lauderdale declined going 
into the subject at present, but siateil, that 
there were#8everal petitions from ditferent 
[Tarts, of Scotland, ready ^to be presented 
in favour of extending the trial by jilry to 
that country.—Tlie bill was* read a first 
lime, and ordered to be printed. • 

{ N E UTR A l'Fo w E r s. ]— Earl Sta n hope rose 
to call the attention of the house to a sub¬ 
ject he .said of great importai»:e; he alluded 
to the conduct of this country towards neu¬ 
tral lowers. After what had passed in 
America, he ihoflglii the subject became of 
still greater importance, although he was 
awart^thal nothing could be said about that 
ii^nt at j)resent. If, howA*er he did not 
recede n satisfactory answer from ministers 
respecting the line of conduct intended to 
be adopted towards slates at [>eace with this 
country, he .slioiild make a mt^ion on the 
sxibject, on Thursday, which his lordship* 
read, and the objecHof whfV;h was to recog¬ 
nize t||e principle 01 c^iualiiy and recipro¬ 
city jii the conduct of this country toward* 
incfcpendent dilates with whom we were 
at peace.—The lords were urcere,d to be ‘ 
summoned for Thursday. 

[Militia Transfer Bill.]— The order 
4B 
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of 'tbie day being read for the second reading were ^ighly important parts of oar force, 
of this bill^ • It was, however, of the greatest importance 

' Lord Hawkeshury observed, that it had to keep up and to increase the efficiency 
been the wish of his majesty^s ininistprs of our regular disposable force, and the 
to have avoided, if possible, proposing any most efieptual mode of increasing that force 
new military measure during the present was conceived by mini|ters to the mea<« 
sessippi in order that they might have had sure now proposed, by which 28,000 soldiers, 
more experience of the elFecf** of the plan already trained and disciplined, would be 
proposed by a right hon. gent, in the other obtained by the regular army, and by which 
house (Mr. Windham), and adopted by 56 second battali<3ns, now very deficient in 
parliament, and which it was their wish numbers, would be rendered efficient. He 
should have a fair trial. After, however, conceived tJiU plan to be preferable to an ar- 
the pventsw'hich had unfortunately occur, iny of reserve, in raising which a considerable 
red, it became incumbent upon ministers to period must elapse before the men could be 
propose some measure for increasing the mi- at all fit for service. Besides, the unwise 
litaiy force of the country, in order still measure of remitting the fines incurred un¬ 
further to guard against the increased pow- der a recent act for raising men, tended 
er of<‘the euemy. He did not wish the bo destroy the effect of measures of this 
caeiitry to believe, that, w'hatever had been nature by discouraging activity. The noble 
the dangers n)f invasmn, .they w^re not lord then went over (Be different provisions 
now increased. Whilst at a former period, of the bill, and contended in favour of the 
if tbeeneniy failed in an attempt to invade clause forallowitig the men theoptioiiof en- 
our shores, thh failure was sure to recoil listing for/Tlimited or an unlimited period, 
upon the continent, and environ him that it would be highly impolitic that the 
w'ith danger there ^ and w'lien now, from terms oir service of 28,000 men'should all 
the unfortunate situation of tlie continen- expire together; he, besides, was of oplnipn 
tal powers, that expectation could not be that the only fair principle iinon which ^r- 
indulged, at least only to ^ very limited ex- vice for a limited period ought to be sup- 
tent, it could not be supposed that the dan- ported was, the giving the men an option of 
ger of invasion had^ not incTeat>ed. With a similar nature. The noble lord alluded to 
these difficulties to encounter, ministers felt the measures of ministers respecting the 
it their duty to p.opose to parliament an volunteers, and contended that inspecting 
augmentation of the military f^rce of the officers were absolutely requisite to take care 
country. It was evident that a sufficienr t^hat the corps were innintaiiied in* a proper 
augmentation could not be obtained by or- state of discipline, and to communicate with 
dioary recruiting, as that did little more than government upon tjie subject. The allow- 
repair thp annual waste of men; neither ances had been also restored, the withholding 
could it be obtained by any addAtional stimu- of whicl), according to the plan of the late 
Ills given by the new plan, as it appeared ministers, must have tended to the destruc- 
from the stat/unent of the,, number of re- tiun of the volunteer force. He concluded 
emits obtained, that that number had rather by moving the speond reading of the bill, 
diminished than increased, whilst the de- Lord Si{imouth said, that though he con- 
iertions, which it was cpnfidently ex\>ected cr.rred in many of the sentiments expressed 
would be decreased, had on the contrary by the noble l^foi^ (lord Hawkesbury) who 
increased. No one, indeed, who supported had just sat down, his mind had not been 
that plan, had considered it as capable of' brought to the same conclusion, with respect 
producing a large increase of men immeoi- to the measures of defence fit to be adoptcci 
ately; but as calculated gradually to improve at the present .crisis ; find tljia difierence 
the army. That it was necessary to increase arose, in a great degree, froip the different 
^e r^ular force of the counti^y there could view be had taken pf |he crisiV itself. J t tvas 
. be np doubt, as that must prove the substra- indeed evident^ independently of 4 be avowal 
turn pf the general fq^ pf the country, of the noble baron« thatnotwitbstandiug thp 
Ibe militia and the yplunteers were rapable unfortunate and decisive circumstancqs which 
«Df rendering services to the country oi great attended the opening of the campaign\on the 
importance; and be thought the letter Forcb continent (he alluded particularly to ii^ fall 
had been most unwisely deerjed, as if it of Dantzic), there was no intention on the 
were said, that because such a fprep was not part of gbvernment, at the Umex>f the meet- 
good for every things that, therefore, it was ing of parliament, to propose any measures 
gck>d for notiiiiig. They on tli^ ^qntrary, for the augmentation of our ufiiiitary forep. 
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No communicatio* to that effect wi con- volunteers.^ One of hts majesty's principal 
tained in the speech from the thrt)ife, nor tecittaries* of state (Mr. Yorke) bad alvo 
had *the subject been at aJl adverted to by brought forward meristtrcs, which were e& 
ministers at an early period of the sesSioii; terwards interrupted by the change of go- 
and even now, the plan, which was dt length vernrafcnt, fof adding 40,000 men to our‘ 
brought forward, appeared to him, he Was disposable force, and be dso laid upon the 
sorry to declare, ill ^pted to our actual si- table of the house of commons, a classi^ca-- 
tuation,^and inadequate to the natufe and tion arid enrolment of 1,800,000 men ; the 
magnitude of the (Jartgor. It was chiefly whol4, or any part of which, were liable to 
founded upon the exproiency of increasing be trained find disciplined, and, in the event 
our dispoatble force, and upon the sripposi- of inVasibn, to be required to supply vacau*' 
tion, that, for a considerable time at least, cios in regiments of the line, or to be em- 
there was no reason to expect an attack on ployed for the defence of the country, in any 
the coasts of Great Britain or Ireland. Jm- other manner that his majesty should direct, 
perfectly informed, as be must necessarily be, This force, upon-^wbich he should abstain 
be was nevertheless decidedly of opinion, from making any observation, was at that 
that we could not be justlfled in acting upon time called insufficient: but now, when the 
such a supposition ; and that, without losing danger was enormously increased, by the 
sight of the expediency of increasing our dW- increased dominion and^wer of the enemy, 
posable force, our leading object should be we were told that no extraordinary ^flbrts 
to provide effectually for our domestic secu- were necessary, and that a new systenpof 
rity. For this purpose it was necessary, not recruiting, wise, asTie admitted, in pVinci- 
only to resort to such additional measures, as pie, bul confess^ly slow in operation. 
Were adapted to the immediate Agency, bur was the only resource, on ^bich we ought 
to carry into effect, without further loss of to rely for the augmentation of a force, 
time, the'pnnciple of the training ttct of the which, even previous to the late embarka- 
year 1803, which had been altered, but not, tions, did not exceed 168,000 men, and of 
as he thought, improved, by an act of last which, 140,000, including 7^,000 militia, 
year; and likewise to found upon the prin- would, he feared, at this time, be an exag- 
ciple of that act, a permanent system, with- geraled estimate. On the policy of sending 
out which, we could not reasonably hbpe to a large part of our army at this moment, on 
be rendered completely secure against what a foreign exQjedition, he would, whilst the 
ought now to be considered as a peamanent object of it must be supposed to be generally 
danger. It*was evident, from what be had unknown, refrain from offering any other 
said, thft whilst he could not agree with qji-i remark, ^han that, though, offensive opera* 
nisters in their view of th^ species and degree tions wereundoubtedly,, in some cases, the • 
of preparation v^hich th^ crisis demanded, he best species of defensive warfare, yet, un* 
differed still more from tliosc who were of der such circumstances as the present, it 
opinion, that, even at sdeh a moment as the was obviously desirable, that the distance 
present, we ought to rely entirely and exclu- and nature*of the service to which.the force 
sively on the effects of the new, and, as he was to be applied, should not be such,-as to 
readily admitted, improved conditions of mi- render its retarn, within »6hort period of 
litary service, which had b(^en last year time, either hazardous or uncertain. Of 
adopted by parliament, but which it was the#insufficiei^y of our doUiCsiic force at 
then distinctly acknowled^d, were not likely this moment, and even previous to the era- 
tb be attended with rapid success. This barkalions alluded to, he trusted that amongst 
opinion surpriseckbim, as coming from feit- thesr lordships there was no difference of 
sons, not only of great talents and authorityv*‘opinion ; and with a view to the safety of 
but from person# who had themselves been the countiy, he should rejoice to find,' that 
forward, at ^nearly period of the war, in they were equally convinced of the dnfit* 
Complaining of the insufficiency of our mi- ness, as well as the inadequacy, of the means ■ 
litary ffirce, for the purpose ot domestic se- upon which they were now to decide. The 
curity. At the time when this complaint necessity of extraordinary exertions being 
wa&lnost vehemently urged, there were in however assum‘^^., the remaining question*, 
arnp in the United Kingdom, between 6 res|ft'cting the best ^ode of acting, under 
arc* 700,000 men; *of which numberf tl»e pressurp of such a necessity, could aot 
182,000 were radars and militia ( 92,000 of but be attended with great and.peculiar di^-, 
the former description), 25*006 sea fenci- Acuities. It was an undoubted fact, thtft 
Vies, aud considerably iuor«: than 400^X)0 there was no natk)n in the world, in wbidbi 

4 B 'Jb 
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the disproportion between its population and 
the demands upon it for military service was 
flo considerable* as Great Britain j ahd none, 
in which the obstacles to the supply of such 
« dema id were so numerous and powerful. 
The degree of compulsion resorted to for 
this purpose in most other parts of the world, 
Vrould be unwarrantable, under a frfe go¬ 
vernment, as long as the safely of the state 
could be otiicrwise providiul tor; and the 
ordinary inducements to enter into the avpiy, 
arc here counteracted bjr the strong attrac¬ 
tions of the naval service, by the facility of 
procuring a comfortabletsubsistence in the 
various occupations and pursuits of civil life, 
■and (in case of want of employment) by the 
certainty of provision, secured by the hu¬ 
mane policy of onriaws, and charged upon 
the landed property of the country. Under 
smh circumstances, it is not to be wondered 
at, lhat ordinary incfhcements ii 4 'R'e been 
found inadequate : even the effect cf high 
bounties has been proved to be inconsider¬ 
able ; local an^ personal influence has in¬ 
deed been more producfive j and the conse- j 
quenccs of the measures adopted last year, 
for shortening the necessary duration of mi¬ 
litary ser\’ice, and for improving the situa¬ 
tion and prospects of the soldier, had bpen j 
such as to justify sanguine hopes of com- j 
plete, though graduaf success: but still he | 
feared, that, to meet the pfesent emergen¬ 
cy, volnntary service ought not lo be ex- , 
ciiisively relied upon. He therefore con¬ 
curred with those who were of opinion, that^ 
for th^ purpose, some species of compul¬ 
sion’ must be resorted to, and that, upon 
the whole, ballot was the most eq\ilt:ii)Ic, 
and least severe ; on this poiitt, therefore, 
his difterence with ministers was not upon 
the principle iirelf', but upon the mode of 
applying it. I'he plan now before their 
lo^ships, was to encourage 28,000 njen lo 
volunteer into the line froid the inilitm of, 
Great Britain and Ireland, at present con- i 
sisting of 7 ^* 000 , and to raise by ballot 
44,000, of wiiidh, 2S,(XX> would eventnall^J 
be wanted to supjjly vacancies : of tlie, re¬ 
maining 16 , 000 , five were to provide against 
the loss of that number of ballotlcd men, 
whose period,of service would expire in a 
•few months J three to obviate the waste of j 
three or four yea-rs, d urin g which, ballot I 
was to be suspendci>»; and *the remaining i 
flOOO were to consist of an addition to Jhej 
militia of Ireland : a measure wliich, when 
'brought forward early in 1804 (combined 
with the acceptance of oiTers from several 
Irish militia regiments, to serve in Great 
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Britaiil), had been strenuously opposed by 
persofu who had themselves recommended 
it to Parliament in the ensuing year, and 
some of whom concurred in urging the 
adoption of it at this time. To this plan he 
objected on various grounds: he objected to 
it, because the very tWempt to execute it, 
must necessarily be accompanied by cir¬ 
cumstances, which evdn its warmest ailvo- 
cates could not fail to lament. Persons, 

ilntes, hav- • 

ing entered into the militia, must suppose 
that they were not liable to be called upon 
to engage in any other military service : but 
being there, they are now to be tempted and 
importuned ; their good and bad qualities 
worked upon 5 their spirit and loyalty piqued 
and flattered; their inclination to revelry 
and irregularity indulged and gratified j their 
subordination to their officers vclaxed and 
suspended ; and nil this, to induce them to 
forego, voluntarily, as it is termed, their 
original co^iiions of service, and to enter 
into the line. Though this could not per¬ 
haps be justly deemed a breach pf faith, it 
was not, he feared, strictly consistent with 
fair dealing ! upon that account he felt a 
strong repugnance to it. He also obji'eted 
to the measure on account of its uncertain¬ 
ty ; for though it was probable that the men 
would be obtained, it was by no means clear 
that this w'ould be the case; and nothing 
shoiiKf be left to thance at sucKa time. But 
his objections to the plan were not so much 
fbunded upon the danger of Its failure, as 
upon llie conse(jijencc.s whicli were to be 
apjwehendcd from its success. If efTcctiial, 
it v\otild deprive the iniliiia, admitted to be 
now in the highest state of discipline, of 
28, OCX) of its best and most active men ; and 
with the residue, consisting of 50,OCX), were 
to be mixed and incorporated 44,0(X) re¬ 
cruits, wl/jse ignorance and inexpertness 
would funiibh constant employment, during 
a long interval, -to the non-commissioned 
^officers, and necessarily suspend the efficien¬ 
cy of the whole body of'militia, fora con¬ 
siderable period of time, and under circum¬ 
stances the most critical^ But weighty as 
these considerations appeared*to him to be, ' 
there were others n(X less important; le 
adverted particularly to those arising out of 
the situation in which, this measure w'ould 
place tlie officers of the militia; a Ascrip¬ 
tion of persons who had strong cluing to 
the respect and gratitude of their cotlnffy. 
On two fornner occasions they had surren¬ 
dered their personal feelings lo tfie exigency 
of the public service 3 and at those periods. 
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wfien our domestic (Jbnger was farlessi and 
wfjen a sufficient number of troops |:ould 
not otlierwise be procured for foreign expe¬ 
ditions, then in contemplation, the militia 
furnished the means of carrying into effect 
the wishes and plans of government; but 
the injury to the mili*ia service itself was 
immediat^and lasting* In 1805, the mea¬ 
sure ef recruiting froni^the militia arose from 
other causes : in the piWeding year it had 
been provide! by Mr. Pittjs Additional Force 
bill, that tlie militia should not receive any 
further supply of men, till casualties bad 
taken from it a number equal to that of the 
Supplementary .militia ; and accordingly, in 
the spring of 1805, •when the hopes which 
had been entertained of a large increase of 
the army from the Additional Force bill 
were disappointed; when 500 officers hatl 
quitted the militia service 3 and when the 
number of privates was wasting unj>rofit. 
ably, the measure of permitting a proportion 
of the militia, equal to the sup^menlary, 
part of it, to enter into the line, resort¬ 
ed to, but,, as it appeared from documents 
upon the table, with incomplete Success. 
What, however, must be the feelings of 
officers on seeing a renewal of this measure, 
not under such circumstances as those which 
he had just described 3 not with a view to 
foreign expeditions, on which militia re¬ 
giments could not be employed, but w’hen 
that sjx'cies of seivico was likely to*anse, 
f<»r whicl^ they were peculiarly and exclu¬ 
sively calculated,* and wdth a view to whiclT 
alone the militia was instituted, and could 
be said to -xist ; Bud whtn a hope might be 
indulged by the honourablp and high-spirited 
individuals to whom he had adverted, that 
they should reap the noblest reward of their 
exertions and sacrifices in the peril and the 
glory of defending at the head of those 
whom they had trained and disciplined, (he 
laws, liberties, and* indep<;tidtnce of their 
country ? Under such circumstances, though 
their loyalty and patriotism would rema*n^ 
unshaken and unabated, their zeal, their' 
ardour, their becoming pride as militia of¬ 
ficers, must*be chbeked afld subdued; and 
• if these bills •should pass, the life and soul 
of*that valualJle and (distinguished branch of 
our milftary system would, he feareijl, be 
exlingmsbed for ev^r. These reflections 
were Ae more painfiil An liiin, as he was 
con^i^ced that the con<*(^ucnces he had dc- 
scrfbefl would be# unnecessarily ])roduced 3 
inasmuch as thp object immediat^y in view' 
might be nccotftpliJicd by another measure, 
winch had been sauctiuiiod by experience 


and success j and to which not only no such 
(bjections, but no objections of equal va¬ 
lidity, cotild be justly stated to apply. Tha 
description of force to which he adverted, 
was that which had been called the Army of 
Reserve 3 though, if its services W'cre con¬ 
fined, as he should recommend, to Great 
Britain|and Ireland, it might properly be de¬ 
nominated the militia of the United King¬ 
dom. The success of such a measure might 
be deemed certain, as in the year 1803, 
immediately subsequent to a ballot for 90,000 
men for the militia,* it produced, within a 
month after the pa^^Jiig of the bill, 15,000 
men 3 25,000 in two months 3 and in four 
months, 37,000. It would be executed in 
the same mode, by the same lists, and hy 
the same agency, as the tneasure of consti¬ 
tuting the militia : the appointment of»ncw 
officers was unnecessary, as tlie second bc^ 
taiiuns w%ie now', orliiigbt sdbn be, ih a 
slate to receive the men as they yrere raised. 
It v^as marked by fair dealing, as it would 
be known beforehand that ah persons serv¬ 
ing in such corps would be encouraged to 
enter into the army for general service, and 
that, if they thought proper to do so, they* 
w'ould receive a bounty for that purpose* 
But.it had been stated by the noble baron 
(lord Hawkesbury), that the process of 
training such a force w^uld be slow, where¬ 
as the men volunteering from the miUtia 
would be already inahighstateofdiscipline: 
the latter ^rt of this proposition was an 
dfesumption without proof, and without the 
possibility of it; for it was'not certain that 
the expected number would be procured at 
all 3 and it was evident that goveriimeat did 
not rely upAi procuring the full number 
from those now serving in the militia, as 
there was a claiise in the bill, authorizing 
newly ballotled men and substitutes to enter 
into t^e line. But admitting that the whole 
number should Volunteer, and that it should 
consist entirely of dt.sciplined soldiers, the 
question was (and upon this issue he rested 
■dais view of the subject), Vhether the su¬ 
perior quality of men entering from the mi¬ 
litia over an equal number in the Army of 
Reserve, w'as such as, on that account, to 
render it expedient to suspend during a con- 
biderable and most critical period, the ef% 
ficiency of the whole body of militia, con¬ 
sisting of more than half of our domestic 
^ortje, and to incur the risk of so wounding 
feelings oT honourable and high spirited 
men holding commissions in tha( service,* 
and of creating such a distaste for it, as to 
shake and endanger the militia establi^ihent 
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,Mt9elf, On t&is point lie eoteitampd no 
doubt whatever. He thought it obviouaiy 
piieferable to leave the militia entire and 
undisturbed, in its present high^tate of did 
dbline, and instead of raising the men want¬ 
ed at this time, by a circuitous, and, as it 
appeared to him, most ol^ectionable process, 
to resort to a mode direct and cerlai^, which 
had been successfully tried under circum¬ 
stances from which the preseiit only diilered 
Ip this respect, that the difficulty of carrying 
Jt into effect was then much greater, and 
the necessity of it considerably less. His 
lordship further stated it to be his opinion, 
that it would be desirable at this time to 
false ten or twelve battalions upon a plan 
which had been successfully resorted to, 
upon a limited scale, in the year 1804, and 
wlvch, but for the change of government,** 
^ivould have been carried to a greater extent. 
Hie plan to which he alluded, was that of 
trying the effect of personal and local in¬ 
fluence, for the purpose of raising men for 
one step of rink : it differed materially from 
a measure adopted at an early period of the 
last war, as at that time almost any person 
might have acquired for the stipulated num¬ 
ber of men, any military rank below that 
of colonel. By the measure he was now 
reconuDcnding, no individual would gain a 
atep in the army, whose character was not 
from imputation, anvl who was not of 
standing sufficient to allow him to obtain 
promotion by purchase. To tbj^ proposition 
he knew there were objections, but be If^d* 
heard of none that appeared to him to be of 
tufficienl weight to justify the rejection of 
It, ynder such circumstances as the present: 
as far as it went, it would lessen the num¬ 
ber ^ be raised by ballot, which, he ad- 
mitt^,. was^ process not |;o be resorted to, 
except under the pressure of an urgent and 
overruling necessity.—^The noble viscount 
then proceeded to take & detailed view of 
the military establishment of the country, 
and expressed his decided opinion, that, ^ 
Icn'd Hawkesbury had also observed, it mr.jt 
unavoidably consist of diversified materials, 
and of dinerent descriptions of force; and 
that the necessity of compulsion could only 
. diminished by resorting various me- 
iJf' thods, for the pur|>ose of drawing from a 
disproportionato popuiqtlon as much mili¬ 
tary efficiency as could be obtained, con- 
• sistently with the inclinations, the l^bi(s, 

, and ooaipations of the peopib. 7be regular j 
army must unquestionably be consider^ as 
the foundation, and, as it bad been called | 
the noble baron, the su^s/ra/uffi of the j 


/ whofe: for the soppfy of it, great coiiilf- 
den^ might, he thought, be justly placed 
in the measure adopted last year, for ^tering 
the loiiditions of military service : the be¬ 
nefits 01 this system could only be progres¬ 
sive; liut tliey were already sufficient to 
warrant sanguine eypectations of complete 
success. With this .opinion, he«great]y la¬ 
mented the infrocluction of a clause^jD the 
present bill, affording to the militia soldier, 
on entering into the regulanatmy, the op¬ 
tion of serving either for seven years, or for 
life. A small increase of bwnty would 
probably operate irresistibly at the moment 
of enlistment, and induce a large proportion 
to accept the-latter alternative; repentance 
would speedily follow; all the uneasiness 
arising from contrast would be soon, and 
continually, felt: discontent and desertion, 
he feared, would ensue, and the advantages 
of the system would, in other respects, be 
circumscribed, and materially impaired. He 
was ap^hensive too, that this clause might 
be the fwerunner of a similar provision in 
the mutiny bill of the ensuing jear; and If 
so, a System founded on the soundest prin¬ 
ciples and the most enlarged views, must be 
considered as abandoned and destroyed. 
This would extinguish the hope, now reason¬ 
ably entertained, of our being enabled, at a 
future period, to supply and keep up a large 
regular army, by no other means than those 
of Voluntary service. But, ,under the most 
favourable circumstances, a re^lar army, 
sufficient of itself to provide for our domes¬ 
tic defence, as- well as for the security of 
our foreign possessions,«could not possibly 
be raised and maintained ; and, for reasona 
unnecessary now to be stated, ought not, as 
he thought, to be desired : auxiliary means 
must be resorted to, .without which, in the 
event of a landing of the enemy in considera¬ 
ble force, effectual resistance would be 
hopeless. These means were partly to be 
derived from tlie-zeal and spontaneous exer¬ 
tions of a large proportion of the communi¬ 
ty, and from the application of a principle 
solemnly established by the act of 1803, of 
the right of the state to<deroand the military 
services of all or any members of the com.> 
munity, for the pueposes of domestid* de- 
fenre. Of the first descriptiorf wers;^ the 
Volunteers, a force which, considering itf* 
amount and the spirit which produW it, iw 
without a parallel in the history of th)^ world. 
Of the disposition of government toclierish 
and enqpurage that spirit, he had the satis- 
faction of being perfectly ce^vihced ; and in 
'general he Approved of the measures wLicb 
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iba^ been adopted for that purpose. Iri the parations to bb io any degree dimmiabed bf * 
management of the volunteers, it wal. es- our confidence in our insular situation, es¬ 
sential to manifest a strong and liberal sense even in the undisputed Simrionty of one 
of their v alue > to avoid, and to discourap, navy. Let our force at sea be what it 
unnecessary expense > and to aim at such a whatever may be its distribution, it il 
degree of military discipline and proficiency known, that no degree of skill, vigiJafK^ 
as may be consistent with a due attention to or exertion, can ensure the confinement ef 
their oifliidlry civil occupatiqns. Of the mi- the enefiy in their bwn ports, and tnat it is 
litia fa description of .force raised under also impossible to prevent their disembarka- 
compulsory authority), he would add no- tiun in considerable numbers, on variooi 
thing to what lie had already said, than that parts,of the coast of the United Ktngda%. 
he believed it to be impossible that they It is therefore necessary, for the purpo^ 
should long continue to‘exist upon their being perfectly secure; of being, as far as 
present footing, but that they ought to know human means can rooder us so, invulnen- 
distinctly what they were to expect in future, ble, or at least invincible, that we should 
The extension of their service! to the whole meet the enemy vrith what he cannot bring, 
of the United Kingdom could not, as the He must find us an armed nation. With 
establishment was now constituted, be rea- ,these impressions, itwasTto him a matter 
sonably exp&ted; and, indeed, without far of astonishment and deep regret, to lica^ 
more consideration and indulgence than for that the parliamentary^raeasares, which^ 
6e\*eral years past it had been*judged proper, appeared,* were still n'ecessary Tor carryu^ 
or perhaps been found practicable to show, the plan for a general training yito emect, 
/or the personal convenience and «^mfort of were not to proposed rill the ensuing 
individuals belonging to the militia, it would session; and it had been said, from ofiiciu 
be fruitless* to hope that a large ni^ber of authority, in another^place, that no danger 
ballotted men would serve, or that the re- was to be apprehended till the spring. It 
giments would be officered by a considerable was indeed evident, from the conduct, riia 
proportion of noblemen and gentlemen from language, and measures of ministers, that 
the counties in which they were respectively they considered and treated the danger at 
raised. He was strongly inclined to think remote: it might be so ; but to delay, upoa 
that the connexion of the militia with the such a supposition, the'^doption of measuiet 
volunteers, for the purpose of forming local confessedly essential to our security, was a 
and provincial corps, which should remain sp':;cies of confidence, to say the, least, for 
in their dilTerent counties, except in case of '^hich faevwas unable to conceive any ra-v 
actual invasion. Or immediate danger of it* tional pretence, or sugges^any possible ex* 
would, upon the whole, fie the most useful case. Was it founded upon the fact’, that 
purpose to whicb^hose branches of our mi- the great body of the French army waa still 
iitary system could now be applied. But all in Poland } Let their lordships reoollcct the 
the means of defence and exertion, to marches of \he armies of France,, iu the 
which he had adverted, ought to be consi- autumn of 1805 and 1806. In 1805, they 
sidered as far from commensurate with the reached Ulm within a roontle from the time 
exigency of the present crisis, and with the of their departure from Boulogne; and 
permanent danger, for such we bught now shortly after, 80^000 Austrians were prison- 
to deem it, against which iw was our urgent ers of war. In K 06 , they not only tra* 
duty to provide. For thbse purposes, it was versed in eight weeks, the vast tract of cdun* 
indispensably necessary to exercise the an-% ^*"7 between the banks of the Rhine and the 
thority solemnly confirmed to his majesty *4llaine, and those of the Vistula, but crushed 
by the legislature in 1803, of calling upon in their way, one of the greatest military 
all or any oT his itege subj^ts, not only to powers in the world. The approach of au* 
assist in re^^eRing an invading enemy, but tumn, or evgn of winter, would aiford no 
previously to submif to such a course of security : on the contrary, long nights were 
training and discipline as would qualify|them favourable, when the object was to elude* 
for ac^e service in the field. Under such the vigilance or pnr^t df a superior fieet; 
circumstances as the present, our actual and and i^must be recolIeAed, that it was the 
prepared means of defence should know no adepth of wit^ter, when General Hoebe an* 
liimTs, bu: tnos^of onr population: and chored in Bantry Bay Let it net however 
considering thoMnestimable Valise of the JK supposed, that France is at this.moment* 
st^ke for whicn we are conteiyiing, we can- destitute of means of making a formidable 
pot be justifiied,^jn snfiering our internal pre- attack. Independently of her native 
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of which, the inarch of 60,000 had^been ' from a, £rm and cooi&ientions conviction, 
stopped, 40,000 Dutch troops are returned that ff was highly objectionah/e in itself ahcf 
t 0 , the frontiers of Holland, and a* Spanish that it impeded the adoption of olhei'mea- 
ansy, of 25,000 men, on their route to- sures, far better adapted, in all respects, to 
wards Poland, had halted on the borders of our present situation, and to the permanent 
France. These were circumstances, which security of the empire, 
surely called for the serious and immediate Lord ilsringdon contended, that there was 
attention of ministers, and imposed upon every probability of the measure being elFec- 
tbem the urgent and imperious duty of tual to the extenf of <he whole numhpr of 
fliaking the most of the time yet allowed , men sought to be raised. That these men, 
fqiiprcparation. This view of our situation | when transferred from the mifltia into the 
might perhaps be considered as too gloomy ; j regulars, would b*e at least equal to what 
but he assured their lofdships, that he had I ihey were in the.militia, that they would 
never yet been guilty of the crime of des- | even be equal to most regular troops, he 
pairing of his country: and even under the | thought could hardly be denied. The noble 
present circumstances, his anxiety chieily ^ iscount had said, that a. long time must in- 
arose from the sentiments which govern- tervene before tlie deficiency produced by 
ment ap|)eared to dutertain of this momen-, the diangluing of them from the militia 
tous'and unexampled crisis 5 and partial- Vould he supjilied. Ihib was, a/iiis opinion, 
ferly from his conviction of the unfitness and the very point in which the present system 
inadequacy bf the rfteasures now^ brought was most efficient, and that in which it had 
forward; qpd not from any distrust of the the most decided advantage over the mea- 
actual sufficiency of our means to provide .sure of tjje qoble viscouiit. By the noble 
effectually for our security. We must how - viscount\^ plan, the new levies would be 
ever, by foresight, by^ vigour, by exertion, formed into separate cerps, consisting ea- 
by perseverance, maintain ourselves on the tirely of untrained men. By that now pro- 
eminence upon vdiich we are now iilaccd, posed, the 29,(KX) newly raised recruits were 
or we should soon descend to the foot of the to he engrailed into t(X) diffirent battalions, 
declivity, and in that state of humiliation, into which they themselves would infuse ad- 
grealer privations and sacrifices would be ditioiial vigour, and from whose almost cuin- 
uecessary, to enables to make a conipara- picte stale of training, on the other hand, 
tively feeble, and probabl/ an inelfeetual liicy must be brought in a comparatively 
Struggle, for our insular independence, than short ‘’period to the use of art\is. He con- 
are now requisite, for the proiec/ion of our fessed there was one part of the bill he did 
wide-spread dominion, and for the support fiot like, and that was the clause by which 
of our formidable power. No plea, no pre- any infringement was made on the improved 
fence, for imperfect and incompetent mca- mode of recruitingihe regular army, intro- 
sures, W’as to be found in the disposiiion of duced during the last year. He should have 
the people. They had not embarrassed the preferred it had the period of limited service 
plans and operations of government, nor the been still adopted, raising the bounty pro- 
deliberations ofiparliamcut, by complaints of gressively, as 7 guineas for seven years, 8 
the continuance of the war, and of the bur- guineas for eight year.s, 9 guineas for nine 
^ens which it had occasioned. On thy con- years, &c. t 

frary, their conduct had beeli highly honour- Lord J)e Durj^lanvilk, though he seldom 
able to the sound sense, the manly I. rtilude, found himself disposed to compliment the 
and ardent loyalty of the country j and he ^psesent ministers, could not refrain from giv- 
was convinced, lhat, at the present raomentj^ ing them bis thanks for "any measure which 
pleasures of efficiency and vigour, with a went to add to the force of the country at 
yiew to our domestic defence, would'be this imporinnt efisis. IV the mode, how- 
hailed with approbation and jqvbylheuni- ever, in whicli this addilioBal force was 
ted voice of the whole nation.—Dn the pre- sought to be raised, hctfeli himself called on 
sent occasion, he had discharged wdiat he to oL-fject. He would greatly prefer iho 
considered as an * Indispensable duty. He measure recommended by the noble vis- 
bad expressed sentim^hts. which he had long count; namely, the Army of Resen&e. It 
fcntertaiucd, and upon which he had forrper-, had been tried, and found effvctuai; If, 
ly acted. - A slight diHerence of opinion however, the present measure passed •into a 
would net indure liim, upon such an oc<A - law, it should have his assistance to 

won, and at such a peri<jd. to oppose a mev give it effi’ci ; but at the aa^ie lime it had 
sur^ of the governmeirt: but he now did so, ii6t his apprcbalioni 
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* The Eftrl ofSt/h'rJt rofee arid spokelfcarfy (against the power of P'rwicc alone, but, ‘f 
as ibliows: •—My lords; Though f concur I ntaf almdst say, igainst riiat of aK Euro^y^t 

- - ^ * * * ■ • ■ r . . I £Ygry resource, which the continent can af^ 

ford, we may soon cjtpect to stc arrayed for 
tl)e subjugation of th'is cftuntry f and all tW4 
immense power is in the hands of one, who 
is not apt to neglect his advantat^es. Tab 
conqueror Who with such unexampled rapi- 
dity has crushed the m'ost formidable power!* 
on (he continfsnt-^he who has humbM 
Russia, who has laid^ Austria prostrate, and 
has scattered the legions of tb'^ great Fre^ 
derick like dust beftir the wind, is prepa¬ 
ring, with still increased resourres, to curry 
his victorious arms into England, urged on 
by every motive that ambition and revenge 
quence of the recent greut succ^ses of the^an dictate. ThisisUndis now the only bar 


in many of the objections whicS have been 
fltated to the jxirticulur protisions of the bill 
before us, yet I cannot consider these details 
as an interesting stihjeilt of discussion, when 
the mc^sOre is liable, dn ite very princip!es, 
to ais objection of paramount iinportance— 
1 mean, that it is totally inadequatb to the 
exigencies of*the crisis,in which we are 
placed. I'he noble seco'fary of state who 
moved the bill, has opened the subject with 
many forcible observ.itions on the dan¬ 
gers w.th which we are surrounded, and 
on the ncces*wty which wb ate’ under, 
of making extraordinary exertions, in consc- 


enemy. Btf^hcn the noble lord proceeded 
to specify the exeitions, which he wishes tlic 
country to make, I could help thinking 
the measures which h^j^^posed, a strange 
contrast to the cxoidium of hissjxc-’Ji, When 
the noble lord, after taking such ample time 
to consider the subject, brings forwar^ a pro¬ 
positi jirefaccd w^tll such observations, we 
arc surely led tocxjxGt, that the preparations 
to be made, should br in some degree com¬ 
mensurate With the exigency, and uith the 
amount of the force, which we may expect 
to be brought against us. B«il, s«pp‘*sing 
that the measure now proposed wtr^ free 
from »U the paitirui.vr objections which have 
been urge^ aj;ninslJt—to what does it amount? 
Ail that is even pr>>(iosedi5,torai8e 4 000 men 
in the course of twelve rfionths; and that 
by a ballot, of which th^ acknowledged ef¬ 
fect will be t(.i impede ^nd. nearly to suspend 
the ordinary recruiting, by which in the 
same space of timo^at least one half of thai 
numlxr vvouI<l be r<»ii*ed. 14ic noble lord 
then considers an addition of QO or ^4-,000 
men to our regular an<l mililla force, as a 
counterpoise to the. increase af power, which 
France has obtained during the last three 
campaigns. With this additional number (ff 


that stands between Napoleon and the em¬ 
pire of the world. Hf kuows.that' whfn^ 
Kngtand 8 crushed, no other power on earttk 
will dare to give him any turther molestation ■ 

>—but that while England cxist|, he will ever 
ha\e a jealous rival, a watchful and a formi- 
claidc antagonist. Camwe doubt, that every 
sinew will be stretched to accomplish the 
.mnihilation of a power, whi^h hns so re¬ 
peatedly obstructed his view'» Nor is it 
by ambition alone that he js animat^ed.. He 
makes no secret of the ^'.placable hatied he 
bears to this cqjuntry, and the vengeance 
which he meditates for the repeated morlS- 
bcations, which he traces to the cum ty of 
E^land. 9\8suredly, it is now no ordinary 
war that we have to wage—no war of Qoloi^ 
nial contests or distant ramp .igns >—tlie blo]iv 
is now aimed at our heart—oi.r ‘■t-uggle is 
to be for the ^istence of Britain, ft is not 
the humiliation of a rival t.,at France* now 
aims at,—it is the annibibitiou of a fot** that 
has for ages bceft the rallyinp^poin^ of her 
cneniirs. Nothing short of total and abso¬ 
lute cnaquest can^ow be expected to satisfy 
.her arObitioii. To others the conqueror h;iS 
shown moderation, only that he ' might 
Mirect •his efforts with mor^ security and 


men we arc to be enabled to resist the gigun- fflfcct against his main ene<nv. Toothers, he 
tic power, whicli is now preparing to over- has shown moderation, only that he mi*dit this 
whelm us.—Good heavens f my lords, is it better accomplish our destruction. But if 
^poyible that the noble secretary can be se- England be once ' t his feet, as Austria and 
rious m leaking such & proposal^? or .ire we Hnissia have been—never—nC' ci*will sh^ be 
to believe that his majesty's ministers pave allowed to raise her h<-ad as:ain. Calamities 
^cver af all reflected on the niituie and 
alnoMiK of the danger With which we are 
■aqiajrd ? Have^they forgot that we have to 
coAend with the^ost formidable ^military 
■power, whiph Jjire world has'2vet*seen?— 
we have twamtead singl»h an ded, no ^ 

* From the original edition printed for .John 
Hatcbard, Bookseller to Her Majesty, Picca- 
Iiaiy;l 807 . * • 
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severe enough h'avc fWJJ^ed ihie conquests 
of France in Italy, in Swisserland, in Hol- 
l«nd • but the 6ite of these couittries has b ‘ea ' 
mildiiess itself, when comfiured iVith that 
>p^ch is now pre^jaring for En ;luml, in 
th^ countries, ambition and avii ice. were 
the only mbtives to excc*»—hc'c they will l|e 
aggravated by rancorous vengeanc- .« and_n a^ 
ttonal hitied. not* conflued to coma- 
4 C. 



pndprt^one, bfit eztei^ii£ to ^ lowest 
VtitaerB. iiitbei^ the Fr«iu& have been 
^ioore or less restminecl hy motives of policy 
«-4>ut if they conquer £i^Iafid» they may 
miely give a loose to evniy brutal passion i 
uid the EngHshxnan that survives the luin of 
W country, must expect to see ever^^honor, 
to which rapacity and insolence can prompt 
p hceotioQS soldiery, and a jealous usurper. 
yif«With such a prospect before us, fropi the 
togandc power of the French empire,—with 
the task of guarding igainst the destruction 
of every thing that u ^ear to us, his majes^ 
ministers are satisfy with an increase of 
pO or 30,000 men to the army. Surdy, 
piy lords, when we cxinsider the horrors to 
which any defichney in our preparations 
t|ii\y lead, it is the duty of those who con- 
•^^uct the aflatrs ol the nation, to see that at 
aSl eveuts *our meafis of defimee* should be 
hmply si^cient. Were the chance of sue* 
Imful invasion but as one to a hundred, it, 
ought not to^be neglected. Wbeic we risk 
ev^ tiding, we should guard against the pos- 
|ibility of defeat, witu as much solicitude as, 
10 cases oi ordinary concern, against the 
|ilrongest probability. The noble secretaiy oi 
Mete seems to < ntertain doubts as to the pro>» 
lability oi an invasion being attempted : even 
jf these doubts u^e well founded, to act 
upon any such presumption would be an 
unpardpnable breach oi doty. '1 hough it 
3 oeie ever to improbable, yet if there is the 
slightest pQsabiUtv, that by any concurrklCce^ 
of chances the enemy can make good their 
boding, we ought to m ready to meet them, 
^o act-otherwise ufould be to trust our ea- 
istpnee to chipce, and to throw away the 

ra tbat 18 in our power.—But, my 
1 the chance of invaidou a mere pos&i<* 
biltty ?<^WbeD we look at the vast extension 
" the resources of France, at the q^ieans of 
:ruitipg her navy, whicL she has acquired 
' pontioent 1 conquests, it would be 
‘^ifinanew not to perceive, that her na^ 
power mme soon become iu more fbrmiKU 
pie than if has ever yet been. France is 
BOW in possession of the finest forests in 
S^rw, and of coqntncs capable of afibiding 
^pfe supphof qf fvery naval store: she 
command the tonriccsof all the seamen 
which the contiheut-4^ afibrd, from Memd 
jQidiz, and ^ Constwfdaqple. 

may Icph tOQ to the qerqun prospMt, 
the*Hhole energy o £the Freach gowrn- 
Eht will pow be direc^ fo this ol^V;, 

I icnow in ihet tfag( duaUig a^ the prersure 
'^eir ocnlioental* y/m, most active 
»qs in ship-buUdiog have ticver been 
lutiqued ifi thek ha^ grseiU^: tJ^y 
Ws* now no other rbject to ^vidc 






tentiqp; *and we may be well assured that 
all the ability of die ruler of trance will 
now be turned to naval affairs. The same 
genius, which has created* such an aito* 
nishing change in the disuplme and tactics of 
the French army, wiU now be unrernitime;ly 
employed in the improvement ot tbeir navy; 
and if we recollect <that the cUsurg^iiM 
bands, which a lew years ago were fiying 
before Suwarrow out of Italy/are now the 
victorious legions of Austeilitz, of Jena, and 
of hriedlan^ we sh^U not Ic di&(K»ed to 
underrate the change, whic h the same genius 
may cfiect in the navy of France.— V* c have 
iherefoie every reason Ao believe, that the 
naval suiieriority of England mubi ere long 
be ex|.o^ to a more seveie contest, than 
any which it has recently h Si 1b ma ntuu. 
V^ hatever confidence we tray eiitertun in toe 
valour and skill of our seame i, it is not the 
pBit of a prudent <polit ciai*, undf r ^ik h cir* 
cumstanptf, to oveilook IK^siolity of 
our navy b^g wor*>ted, f^is, ni\ loic*-, s 
an event fbrvAich we ought to he prepat* 1, 
and foAunately there is lOom to hope tiiat we 
shall have su^cient Qme to pre} aie aj/ainst 
it. But any one who considers well wlut 
the state of this countiy would l>e, if the 
French had obtained a supenon y at nea, wiU 
cerLunly not be disposed to think, that we 
can begin too soon to pro\ide a^an sc such 
an emergency,—But, my loiyl«t, this is not 
all—we^ve dangers more closely ptessing 
upon us, dangers which if we are to meet, 
we have not a mopient to ]o«c.—An inva¬ 
sion is ccrtaii^ *pp tmprac ticable undciw 
taking for the FrenOh, even at this moment, 
notwAhstanding all our actual superiority at 
sea. The ablest and nmst cxpcneni ed naval 
officers have given their opinion of the prao 
ticability of the enemy landing in force on 
our shorct. Bepeated experience has proved 
the impossibility of cfiectually blockading 
the ports of the enemy, iiotwith«Tandwg tlw 
greatest naval supeaonCy; and when we 
consider the vast range of coast that is now 
under their influence—a range which ere 
long may bavc\io othef Umiti'than those of 
Europe Itself, it is evident that we may bg 
thiwUcnfd at the sdme moment from |o 
maqy different pcnirts* that it will be more 
e^cult than ever to watch thenf^ll, aw' 
that thus the chaftpej are greatly inipesa^ 
of the enemy being able to convey aid paar 
ment to the most vulnd^fale points 4M*oar 
empire. •-Oifr ablest adminiS have ne pn at rd l y 
peen ^ Ftooch fleets <s^^ firoA titoajv 
even when thdr whole vi^noe was dtf 
rected to the single port of nrastt But what 
wopld be the case, if aimahients were 
ft tl)c same time in Ca^ib ih ^ 
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Rochefort, in Brrtt;in Cherbourg, in ^ush* 
in^. 111 the Tejcel, in the PJbe, and perhaps 
even in Nprway ? What rational hope 
could be cnfert liiu d that some one or other 
of them would Dot cs^l)e. and lind either 
in- Etvpl^ul or in’ Ireland a force suffi¬ 
cient to pui the cxJptenCe of our empire 
on tlie hazirJ of the die?—-But why, my 
lords shoidil 1 speak of armaments (hat are 
yet lo 1)C prejiarcd ? Ha^ we foi’f^otten that 
the enemv have already a most formidable j 
one in full rcadi'fcss, that they have only j 
a<rain to hil the camp of Bouiog ic to give 
us the most seVious^ ground of alarm*? It 
m:iy be admitted that the embarkation of an 
army to pass tire channel, while our navy 
cont'nucs aMi^^rior as it now is, must be a 
hazardous underling; but we have every rea¬ 
son to believe that me attcinpj will be made in I 
spite of every hazard. Weitnow that our ene¬ 
mies are not veryUendcr^^fnc lives oftheir men; 
and though they were certain of theldss of one 
half of their army, they would not scruple 
on that ac<53unt, if with the other IMf they 
can hope to accomplish their object. With 
such deterinindti.m oh their side, and nikins i 
into account the number of iiccidcntal cir-; 
cumstanecs which may favour their attergpt, 
what arc wc to dunk of the blindness of 
those, who ad'ect to treat this as a danger 
against which there is no need of guarding ? 
—Three y’^ears ago, when the French armies 
occupied ^he camp of Boulogne* our wisest 
statesmen were sensible that invasion was no 
empty threat, an^ England wus all alive to 
the danger. Yet in oomparison with the 
prcseni time the danw was inconsiderable. 
T^e rulerof Franc^if he had then made the 
attempt, would have staked the existence of 
his power on the success of the cnteiprise. 
His authority in France was ill scoured his 
enemies without were formidable. He had 
unequivocally pledged hims^Tf to lead the ex¬ 
pedition in (it'fsun ; and even if he had rjo^, 

* It has be^m the fashion lo treat the prepara* 
(ions of the enemy in that qu^cr as a subject of 
derision: buC some of the ablest of our naval 
• officers have coffisidcred them ina very diflerent 
lig^. Sonip details as fb the nature and powers 
of the dbtilia might here be stated, upon 
.^thorit^of the eminence, and then arc 
\tUihelQ onW iroin Drudential considerafloas. 


ibe undeitiking ws$ too greci'to be 
gated. An utifortunate result though it had^ 
not been fatal to his persotf, wbuldJi^ oc^* 
casioned a counter-r^olution ini^fftnee; apd 
even a doubtful contest would have drtiwa 
upon him a dangerous attack from the cc^ 
tinental* powers. In the preterit ciitium* 
stances, all these obstacles are removed. , 
poleon bus rcaperl 'an ample harvest of glo^ 
and ffiay now afford to delegate the conquCn 
of England to sofrie of his generals. He may 
take that course, ukhout appearing to iniply 
any doubt of its suc^^, or any wish to avc^a 
personal danger. The contmehtit! pow^ 
are so compmely crushed, that there'is.ad 
reaspn to apprehend any obstruction or theit 
^rt; and the. power of Bonaparte in^Friffioft ' 
is so confirmed, that even the failure v 

expeditioRi to Kngland*would i^t shake^ti 
When he has so little, to apprehend from aft 
unfortunate result, aud when th^ efRct of 
sua’ess will be to con6rm N^oleon as thC 
master of the world, have wc not every ,rea» 
son to sup[xise that tbe greatest hazard wiR 
be run for such a prize ?—In those who shui 
their eyes against the danger of irnmediaild 
invasion, there is something like ^>solUte 
fatuation. Because oar enemy- is ata dis^ 
tance, and has' for a while had h» back 
turned to us, seem to iRU^ne, that bc 
can never again threaten our shores. 1^ 
army indeed is now on the banks of*thc Vli^ 
tulfc:—But'nave we forgot the rapidity witk 
which he moved from Boulogne to Vienna^ 
and from the Rhine to Berlitf? Kbr are 
France and the adjacent provinces ]e{t so et»> 
tirely destitute*of troops, but thata WMk or 
, two, perhaps, would be sufficient to cpllc^ 
again at Boulogne, such a '^rce as might 
sufficient for the invasion. Even betm 
the next winter sets in, it is not impotsibie 
that a* French rttny may be on £a|^i^ 
ground; and il the blow is delayed, it will 
only bje that it may be struck with greattf 
\*nainty. Under these circtfnwtanccs, not 
only is the nation sunk in apathy, but h|^ 
majesty’s mlnhters, setting the example of 
blind insensibility, are not ashamed of btln^ 
ing forward sobh a proposition asjthe bin 
fore us, tclliftg the nation that'SO or 50,000 . 
more troops are to securiiy.— 

If eve% uiy lords, thmwas an example of 
that jn&tuatidn'which seems to be the na* # 


it not for -this restart, these partioolars might 
be soffi^ent.to o^saqce thf sOefRiBoTof 

tkp danger of immediata uftvostqn, perhapv in 
^ very 'face of oujr Hiet, but least under 
OTeuifistanc^ ,tie.;'occarrence of vfhich could 
notbeprevehtedby tbe'utmdltvi|dthiict<Mtthe 
plH'hroUf apmMadehw^ • 


one? Inwhatarewc more wise 
ji^,Who, ayear ago, rushed heamong^, 
dera^etion, and would qptbeUeve in the pdi* 
stb^ t^f defeat ? They thou^t that tht.l^ ' 

f idns of great Ftcderickwere iovkudSoyA 

e setm^oigjtottink that to chaato^ isO^ 
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barrier. 'Will no ezj^K^nce teach 
jui njpdom ? anrj is England defined to af¬ 
ford another terrible example that •• quos 
Deus vult perdere, prills dementatf'—Let 
rouse, my lords, from this fatal security : 
let US trust no longer to a barrier that niity 
be Overcome, It i? not to the chaiinel that 
vve n'ust look for security, but to the hands 
of Englishmen fighting for their liberties 
fbr the gl*^ and the indqxjndence oh thcii 
country. To put our trust in the sea, if it 
■were not the extreme of folly, would be the 
extreme of cowardice- Shall the descendants 
of the inrn, who conquered at Agincourt 
and at f’ressy, acknowledge that they ciinnot 
meet the aimies o{ Prsnee hand to hand* and 


form-^he semblance of an army fit to oppose 
bim,<^Last year, we saw Prussia over¬ 
whelmed after a short and teeble resistance ; 
Heaven grant that England may not shortly 
e.\h'ibit a parallel, or a still more disgraceful 
spectacle ! Prussia at least fought a battle 
before she submitted t^tbe conqueror—Elng- 
land may probably be overrun, beforrf* her 
army is even in readiness tqOkcUie field 
and to face the invader; and this fur-famed 
empire may be crushed, without our having 
the glory of making one stand for the liber* 
ties we value so highly ?—Ci rcat, my lords, 
as the dangers^ arc, with which this country 
is now stirrounded, nothing is farther from 
my mind than to say, tha*^ the contest is be- 


tbo^ it is only at sea that wr can cope wltlwyond our strength, or that thgj’csources of 
our eijcmiesr Away with the base idea, this cduntry, if well direr-ouTare notadc- 


that Eps^Iafid must antrench herfq^f behind a 
miserable ditch, instead of coming out ii to 
4be fif^ld t' l et us look the danger in the 
face, an*\ prap^re for cur defence, us if the 
ctifi’sof 1 lovci toncUed those of Calais, or as 


quate to meet all its ilangwrs. But if that is 
to be done, it mVl.** be by very different mea¬ 
sures from tins Liu ",is now lieforc us, and 
by exertions of which V.ngVvahmcn have at 
si yet been httle accustomed to think.—In con* 


if the fleets of Eruned had been as victorious 1 sidering the Tneans of rcsisiing ■ilie now gi- 


as her armies. Till we can bear without 
dismay that the flotilla of Boulogne has 
effected a landing on the coast of Kent; that 
a Ercnch army of 120,000 men arc in iX)ssts- 
sion of I)over, aivl that 20 or 30,000 more 
have made tb-Ir way to IrtUiid—till we can 
hear all this without a well-grounded appre- 
hensu n', i shalf not consider the state of our 
defence as worthy of the namc'of Knglgptl. 
TTie probiibility is, that a year may not elapse 
before such news will reach our ears : and 
when it does come upon us, what conse¬ 
quence*' can any rt'asonahle man anticipate, 
if otlr stnte of defence remain such as it now 
Is, or such as it will be, with aU the addition 
which his majesty’s ministers now call for.^ 
Let any man of military knowledge, who is 
acquainted with the present »tuation%nddis¬ 
position of our regular and militia force, 
calculate the time that would be necessary, 
for bringingtogether an army capable of0||/] 
posing lCKi,000, or even half that number, 
of thh troops of Bonaparte, flushed i^ith all 
their fate astonishing succ^ses. Let him 
look back to the rapid marchef> of these troops 
In the campaigns of 1805 and 1606, and let 

'' '• liat their-" 

:re they i 
England 

nf, whether the enemy mi^ht not beifl 
oesaon of London, and of all our mil! 
,dep6ttf, before our army could even be 
kj^d t whether, t^vancing whh his j^ual 
midity into the centre of the counn, he 
^fn^ljt xot intercept our^scattered bsttalions, 
wSre Cher could reach a reodovous*. or 
' » . 


. fy. 

gantic extent of the power of r ranee, there 
IK one point abundantly evident, that some¬ 
thing more than a standing army, or any 
description of regular force, is absolutely ne- 
teslary, 1 am pcrfctly sensible, that a 
strong regular army must he the basis of our 
detent; that every other description of force 
can only serve as accessories ; "that, without 
^ large army, nothing can be donc*by volun¬ 
teers, or any sirpilar local lorce, or by any 
CNcrtion of the xeal and courage of the civil 
population of the Kmgdom. On the other 
hand, my lords, ids e.iually clear, that if we 
trust to our regular av(?w alone, if wc cannot 
find means of giving cff^tual support to our 
army by som^' species of accessory force, we 
must be overwhelmed : it is physically im¬ 
possible ibr us to rdisc.u reoular army strqpg 
enough, to inet^ that which may lie brought 
against us.—It has been ]ust)y observed, that 
d^ur army is already so miiiierous, as to form 
a greater drain on the jropulati^n of this king¬ 
dom, than tha^ of any,, olher^ c(>untry in 
Europe has to supply. *rhcre is no other 
country, in which so great a nv»mber of naTn, 
in pfojx>rtion to the total population, are em- 
plojfed in the military service of*^hc state.^ 
In /his calculation, ‘the militia, and t^^ 
seamen in his majesty’s navy, must be takfo 
into the account,''as raoch asthe trett^of 
the line; for thqr are equJ^ withdrawn lft>m 
the puFiflits of industry, in v^ich they would 
£>therwise be fenetged. Thu!^ indmndencly 
of fqreigneiB, uie total ttum'^r of our own 
people, who have no otb^r bustness but to 
defend the British em|;aire «id i]a dependen- 
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cieSy asiouDtf to about S75»000, wbiA in have our countiy from ftill more Imnunen^ 
not less than one fortieth of our whole popu- pcrils.-^H^^ my lords, 1 shall no doubt be 
ladon. In several of the petty German prin- told,' that our government doesmot mean to 
cipalitlfs, where the princes were the most trust to the standing army alone* The noble 
oppressively severe in their demands of mill- secretary of state has spoken of the necessity 
tary seryice from their subjects, it was found of a varied forcer and has hmted at improvr* 
impossible *to carry the numbers of their ments which be has in view in the sy$item.of 
troop# to a higher pro]>ortion than one six- the volunteers.—1 could have wisiied, my • 
tieth ot the and few ofthe grea- lords, that if such ameliorations are in con- 

ter powers in Germany have ventured even templ^tioni they had been brought forward 
this len^^th. It has been argued from this fact, for the immediiite consideration of arlia- 
that we are already arrived*at the utmost li-> ment, instead of being put olf for m(?nth8, 
mit, to which the numbers of our regular as if it were a matter^ which delay can pro¬ 
force can be carried, and that no improve- duce no inconvenience. In my view of our 
ment in the system bf recruiting, or in the situation, never was there a time when we 
condition of the soldi'^ry, will enable us to could less afibrd delay. Whatever measures 
make any v^yy great addition to our army^. w to be adopted for our*dcfei)CC, there is 
The idea certaftW has some plausibility; not a month, not a week, tobclostinap- 
but whether it be street <y not, this at least plying them to practice. ^ A dclayjof no loi^ 
is clear, that tiicrc must bq«^e limit to the *jeriod muy^efatal.—\Vithout wixiUng, how- 
numbers of our rrgulajr ^vfees—that tiicrc is ever, till the noble lord may explaia \yhat Ub 
some proportion to tii^opulatlon, beyond views are, 1 feel confident in abetting, that 
w\\\c\\ no conntvy can extend vts army; and I \t» impossible to devise any plan, by wbicb, 
we have no reason to suppose l\iat v?c^nat-\ibc volunteers can be tfcndercd a defensive, 
ford a greater proportion of our population, 1 force adequate to the present crisis. 1 ant ' 
than our enemies can of theirs,—It is tber -t] far, my lords, from fccUng the least disposl- 
fore quite impossible that tiie British islands, tioii to undervalue the merits of a body of 
with a population of about 15 millions, can men,•who have made the noblest and most 
maintain a standing army equal to tlftit, patriotic sacrifices; but jjjie system of their 
which may be drawn from the countries un- institution is lial^je to tuiida^^ital obiec- 
der the control of the French emperor, jjeo- tions, which no exertions on their part Cah 
pled with 50 of 60 millions; and the dispro- ever overcome. 1 have seen^oo muoh of the 
portion ofaumbers is too great to be counter- patriotic ze:il*of the volunteers not to honous 
balanced by any superiority of personal prow- the spirit which animates thorn, and not to 
ess. If, therefore, we were reduced to the trust that, when the hour of |vril comes, 
necessity of muinfainin^^he contest against they will meet it with all that determination, 
France by our regeluralone, no hope which an enthi^iasdc attachment to tbn cause 
coultl be entertaine^that we should ulti- of their country’s freedom can inspira*—I 
m.itely prevail; ancrour subjugation would am sensible too, that the volunteer estabUsK- 
bc inevitable, tlappily, however, for the inent, even if itvlbreto be broken uprimme- 
libcrties of mankind, there is a natural and a diately, has already done important services 
m^rial difference between the caA of a na- to the country. Jt has diffused a military 
tion whicii has to dcl'end rits own inde- spirit, and no inconsiderable portion of mi- 
pmdence, and that of a'niCTioh engaged in liUiy knowledge, throughout the nation* 
fidensive warfare, invading power ceft hifubCil into the people ^confidenceia 

act only by its regular armies; hut the nation our own resources; and. above all, it has re- 
thUt is invaded may bring tjje great mass oi moved every clog to tjic full employment of 
its population to supjiort its army. The these resources, bv extinguishing totallv, and 
*bulk of the |)cople, who arc engaged in the I trust for ever, those jealousies which for- 
pursuits Qj^eaceful iuflustry, can give np as- merly prevailed between the government . 
■istance i^ttacking a neighbouring country, and the people, in-regard to military force. . 

may be of great-use in the clefenK of Formerly there was 
tllrirown* To the employment of this Aeat tlie parf of government * to put arms into 
* res^Hge, France herself owed the prearva- tire' bands of but the standing army; * 
tion of her independence, from the dragers wUe, onthe other hand,a correspotfdingjea* 
with which it threatened In the early lewy subsisted in the people and in^pi^lm* 
periods of th^^^olution. its was by th^ mm, against intrusting the crown widvs 
.kvee eu mrurf that the united Austrian and cons^rable standing arfhy. While this s^ 
Prussian,arnues were repulsed ; and it is*only rit mutually prevailed, the exertioi^ of 
^ aimiliir jpeagS thstt yit can now hope to country-^ere cramps*. There was 

1 . • • 
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^wbicbour mUifeM^: ramroctodoald bs cab-; moffr: eftcittnt ntacsa^ cif drfenshw fikf«e.—Tt 
lad forth, that wui nat^ m one aide or the u admitted On alt* bauds, that the diKipHne as 
odier, an object of joiioai^ This spirkM nrdlas the numhenr oftho voluntrcts has ex¬ 
now ut an end, and it* it the volunteer eata- peiionced a material decline; On this 1 should 
hlishmcnt that has aanihilined it. At the not be disposed to insist much, if it were 
commencement of the present war, the go- merely on aocidental*circuth5tan«r&; for 1 am 
vserament^ with a angnanimout canhdeuce well convinced, lhat jtlien the tifcessity-orrc- 
ta the spriritand loyalty of tlie people, threw newed exertions becomes manifest, the encr- 
itself upon their spontaneous e^rti for . sup* gy of the volunteers may be Revived in pro- 
poiti and put arms into the hands 4 or (Tortion to the apparent exigency of the cri- 
500,000 volunteers. ^ Thisact of confidence sis.—But, my lords; it would be decemn^ our- 
xvas met by a reciprocal, confidence on the .seives.toconsideT’this decline of the volunteers 
pait of the |jeop]e. Indeed k could not l>c as an accidental cxrcumstam'c ; it has arisen 
otherwise. How oouM the people entertain from the very 'nature of the* institution. A 
any sus{NcioD of a design against thetr liber- •system, the cfticicncy of which rests so entire¬ 
ties on the part of a government, which did ly on individual exertion, cannot be pernia- 


exactly what a^trachcrous and duigning 
W would be most afraid of doing ? H 


ru* 

ow 


nentand stcatly in its efibets.^^t 
when thevoluuteer establishing ^ 


the .penod 
Was forme<i. 


could they;fear thal^thearmy would be turn- the loyalty and pattaotic sp^ritof the ]}eoplr had 
^ against their Ubmies, by-tho£ men who been rou^ to fKrfoighest pitch of enthusiasm* 
gsve them the arms by which every surb at- The apjwrcnt dan^jr of the country called 
tuck might repelled f This great measure forth unprecedented Auertions of spontaneous 


not only * a mark of confidence on the ueal; but as the exigency became less apjui- 
part of govemmentf ibut an unequivocal ear- rent, these exertions naturally relaxed. Even 
Wmt of the rectitude of their intentions; and before there was any evident change in the 
aaauch it has been received by the country, situation of public afiotrs, the energy of this 
iVe hear no reore-of scruple about granting spirit had b^un to decline. Such vehement 
to the Oftmm the most numerous armies that efibrts of enthusiasm could not be of long con- 
can be raised. IJie only question now is, tintiance; the public mind had been on the 
howvtitdr np^ihcfS'Caa most effectually stretch, and naturally sunk back into a state 
SlUgmented; and were any member of |>ar]ia- ofUpguor. To this is to be added, that mi- 
ment now to rr^^cat the declamations against litary exercises were, to many of the volun- 
atanding armies, that wereformU’ly so teers, so gicat a oontiustto thur ordinary oc- 

lar,.wfaat would he meet with but ridicule ? cupations, as to ^ a recretuion while the at- 
TbcTCSult then ofthia magnificent experiment traction of novdty continued : but when that 
hiu beem not only to prove the perfoet safotv xest was' lost, it ik^ been found in general 


with 


which the peoM may trusted with very cfifficult to pr^^ 
,buttocWabh-h«ade^ecormutttalcx>ii- impaired* From'thir 


e their attention un- 
nse, men of experi- 


fidente between the crown and die people enoe have observed, tharthe state of discipline 
bemofore unknown, and tbfix it on an im- lA thevolunte^ corps, has in many-caaes fol- 
naoveable baais* If the volnnCcer-establish- lowedanoppei>iterule,fromthatwhiehiifou'nd 
ment had done no other service to England to obtain kinongrcgulnr troot^s; among V^gO 
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than this, 1 should thidk the ministers, who liar regiments,the oldestis generally sup^stdto 
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ray lofda, wmie i pay a just tntnise otpraoe, oe ex^tea m every instnunon, me emciency 
both to the>indmdth( merit of the volnnteers, of which rests op the efforts of voluntety zeal; 
and to the utility that has been derived from snd even if we* coukiteckon wilth oeittiniy on^ 
tlKlastitorion, rcannotabut myeyes on the the iTvividof*anenthti^tic spMt; upone^ry 
intrinsic diSculries, winch aiaiid in thew^ occasion of dai^er,tfaat's^uldtieebe^oi3g^^ 
ofpyary attempt to formon thia basis an 
^ t defoMive fohSPf<{uid, at a men^nt like 

when every exertion of whichth»ni|doA, ^ -^-,- - 

iscapdble^ will not'be jnorei^tlMmt'adeqaawIoiwdangern^boconeUktod^aspern^ 
tithe criiii inwhich wease involved/lsh|ptkl| for, e^ if peace shotdtNM' oontSlAdSd/ wfc 

meat ledk ito tbc-pfobabiMjrthattMir^ciWTy 
prill renew the attncli^'if^wn^ hd can takous 
unawartK In theeefcireusaknoem, oar de- 

cattaot^'ssAly trentod 


Thodaiigcr«ofthe country raayof^n be 9&h 
Oualf great/ when it 'is* notapfnfent v> vulm 
eye^ l&tbepMSKddrcafBstiuraoffihij^ 


^iak 4 a. very>ill judged >eomidHiMnt/to 
dat tdi^peotinff-fooin the voluoteaie, 
pjp ^.aenece»for-vidihidithey am aot^ 
wsd to BjeglectthoaaenMtbaSarein oiirpow*|fiBBRve p iepara t i cws cawnet^'wMy tnattM 

the mf ttynyajplom I to Ito^aciultmy^fliHrtMrf syniiyinbeif>tniit 
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they ought to be eTrmged on .a .penn^tj4pft®fit wbowte^K ‘W 

^Btom; that shall newr relax in. kt nntt^^l ldoywi in rcpelUng ike eoomy.nreifl m-verf 
and that w ill keep uur defensive foroc in a ow>-|45««t ^wportion beada of -fimnlien, or aettoan 
stant state of effi^ency, in jjeace not kfis tl»nS whose mperintendazice » eaentiri, hr <i» 
in war.—For this reason, ware there no other, | nwn^ement of vanoos agricnltoral, isanw* 
the volunteer system niuA be con^dcred asin-' I facttirmg, and oommer^l 'cstablshments, of 
adequate to the present necessities ofthecottn-jja more Qf bos dttennvc scale. These men 
try; «nd itsccms to bcVmitted.cvcnby the. I have no doubt would tight with »inm, tf 
warmest a.lvocutes of the volunteers, tbatl they were letl at once to meet the enemyv; 
there is a nec^sVy ofdevilipg some establish- but if^heir absence from home should be proa 
luent of a more permanent nature to replace j tracted for a long |>enpd, the mterrupfeion of 
them. In considering what that establish-1 their domestic conoems ought be of material 
incDt oii'^ht to be, it becomes us to profit by I inconvenience. J? lomtfats Oaiise it i-s a mM* 
thecxpiifiticc vyhich has been already obtain- ] ter of great and almost insnpaabte fHHicultjr 
c'l: und th’Jt. we nwy steer clcA of the errors I to bring together a lar^ body of volunteers, ^ 
w^hich have obstructed the utility of the vo-1 or to keep embodied fw any grdkt length 
luntcers, it it necesKiry to examine into thelfl^tirae. The operations ot the enemy 
^iiconvenitndV^>which have actually* l>een I however, render it indispensable to require ^ 
observed ' b thi3k^ system.—In the fir^ | this sacrifice from the persons who cotii|xwe ^ 
p^ace, thf privilege* of bdividual to jour defcaUve force. Previously to tben^ 
quit hiscoips, thougli2>'^^‘^ of grand attempt, the enemy may harass us by 

^ volunteer force, is snCf^erul obstruction to jirequent false alarms. The vplantecrs unay 
the p* rfection of its discijfiinc. The slender I thus be fadgued by long^ntmoed 
tenure upon,which the officers hold tydr au-1 dons, or may be disgmted by the fircqiTcrt 
^hority, compels them to humour every ca-1 recurrence of a sumiiKMis to fiiefield, repeal^ 
price tif the men undor their command : andlcdly terminadng to no apparent purpose; 
Jthoujih a corps, composed of men-of educa-1 and, under the impresrions to Wbiefa tins may 
tion, sensible of the importance of the obj ct I lead,ihcy may perhaps be remiss in th«r ex* 
for whicii they arc associated, may l>c indulted I ertions at the moment o^he tenous attack. 

* to pay that xcalous attention, which will ena-| i'his disadvanta^would oe great mesi- 
blc them to acquire a considerable proljpien-1 avoided, tf^thc pertou who compOK 
cy in miUtary*cvolutions 5 yet it is srArccly j 0**^ defensive force were wadifiefent do, 
posslblf tljjit the coftimoa run of men, placed! scription. ^•A young journeyman, w fenn^ 
under so precarious an authority, can acquire] seivint, might certiunly be spared from, his^ 
that steady habit of reaily a&d implicit obedi- occupation and bis bome with infinitely lem 
cncc, whicii is ibe^mosit Ibiportant and per-j inconvoidcncc than his master; and he would 

baps the most difficuls^bson, that a soldier | probably figh| as well, and stand ^hc 
has to learn.—Secoi^y, from the composi-Ui^e« of »ervice much better. ThcreiraXcH 
^on of the voluntce/ corps in general, they j ther important conaderation, which le^s to 
are of less efficiency and at the same time of Uhe same conclufioii. Since lives must be 
more inconvenience to the business of the I ^ dc&noe ot the country, other ths 
country, than corps differently ^composed 1 ™lt ought to fall equally on all; or, if any 
mi^t DC rendered. Many of the volunteers, 1 differenc* is to be made, those ought to li 
though not beyond the age ^[5i^!J>er for mili-1 futoiapted tVom the post of danger, wfaoK 
^ 0 ry<seadce, are yet so far advanced in lift?, art of most consequence to the good of 
as neither to have the same facility in I society. In the volunteer system, the very 
acquiring new habits, nor to be capable of | opposite to this rule takes place: those whi 
going through the %itignes and hardships of I are seloctod to be exposed to the vmpons of 
*realiervice wifh as little pcisonal sttflferiiig,| the enemy, afa€bicfiy men of the mid<Hcda*T 
I ftt men in. prime bf youth. From cifw | sea of lo&ty, upon atost of whoftk there os ^ 
cumston^too in the original formatkm ofl onny oChor iodividual i dep endent for thek^ 
volflnteer establishaKnt, the greltest 1 tauntentoue and tfacn*Jo3fere, By 
Mportion oflhe men aMTabote the k^stlgtcat uanghter among toon of this dtocripi, « 
To serve in ^Tohufteer cerpL regaires escoqmy of soefety wpuld be dom 

in Inort mstonoes^ecuniary mcrinoynJi. aifiaMy more dian ia pcoportio% 

oenttodetei^thoiiUtnttmeroos'clato of toe 4 dm iiMttimntofcial amoiuit of |ivd4 lost, 
peppfe, while, Jb the other hand, moy inos Sitdh a hm tqion a dam of men, the ptemt, 
4 cnCal contsibuied tq mdoce liarwk and dtriingo«bing fetoftfemooh 

maaio thcnifidle dasrerofsocStty tokiteT oon^, womld be,^ntefeood ^liTniQf tan 

V«n^ 6mcn^irfotW|wr^ m to ^ I dnAlklUh aya# v 
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<<H ipi ajr in ent of a military foree, composed u 
' ‘^c 'volunteers in general are, must** he conei- 
idercd as a ifiecies of proiiittoa, fot which no 
pecuniaiy advantage can sufficiently com- 
•pcosat^* Lastly, it does not seem equitable 
that those who are, from their age and cir¬ 
cumstances, the most suitable persons to do- 
ftndthe country, should be exempted from 
^liis duty, merely because they are not so 
, weU disposed as others, who are perhaps by 
'nature less qualified.. Still more must it t>e 
"reckoned unfair, that the pecuniary burthen 
■of the defence of the country should be nia<lc 
- Id, bear harder on the loyal and zealous, than, 
on those who are otherwise.** In the establish- 
tnent of the voluptecr conis, a preference was 
.si^own, from very natural motives, of public j 
.eeconomy, to those corps which agreed to * 
uervo on terms api^rently the lewt burthen- 
’Oometo the public revenue. It cannot how- 
iprer be *overlooked, that any advantage 
could thus be gained to the revenue^, 
could only arise from the individual voUin- 
leers taking upon themselves a greater share 
the actual expense of their own establish- 
ment« The burthen, to which m'‘ny of them 
have thus subjected themselves, isofvery seri- 
‘Ous amount, and isf vidently a real and effective 
tax, not less thajj^ if it ftere collected from 
them, and out again f>om the exr hequer, 
Smd this tax levied exclusively from the 
liberal tuid, the zealous. It must surely ap¬ 

pear more consistent with jusfihe, tb^^hej 
whole expense of the defencf* of the kibgdom 
;«^uM be'paid by the jmhiic at large, and 
laised from every man according to his pe- 
cqniai^r means; and also ti^at the'personal 
service required should he fixed by law,—- 
-tbat*a general rule should point out the de- 
ascription of jftrsons on whdm this duty ought 
tofall and impose it on themwithoutpartiali^. 
Por these reasons,' my loids, I think the 
▼dhintew system is inferior in equity as well 
4Uin efficiency, to the system of training the 
'■jjcople atJarg^* first laid <lown by tHe act/^ 
J803', commonly called the Levy en Masse 
Act. lliat act, though its principles are in 
my opinion unquestionably just impor¬ 
tant, has unfoTiaratdy not bran carried into 
;czecutinn,”and was re^aoed last y.ear by a new 
jUraining hdl, differing from it in no ossentnl 
'fibint, and in tc^^^^pzny that can bq deermed 
win^rovement. BMacts,bowev«% distinct- 
.ly l^.down and proceed upon the greCt ahd 
Ifflportuat principle, that militai^ 

Jhr ttte interred d^bnoe of the km_ 

general duty on aU the subjectsthe 
it is the of the-^e fo 
that service, iq any way that may 
led most proptf ml caEbediept,-**-- 

• }*' 


Tb% rules for apportioning this 
latnong the people, appear to me to be 
founded in Juster principles in the act of 
1803, than iu that of last year. A classi- 
dcation is made of the male population of 
the kingdom, witldn the ages of military 
-duty, according to the age and domestic 
circumstances of ea^h individual ; anti it is 
the clear intention of the ^ct that the 
youngest of the meo who are come to the 
agu of maturity, aiKi those who are least 
incumbered with families, ought to be the 
fir^t called on far hiilitary service. The 
evident propriety of this priuciple is such 
as to need no cominefitary; but in the ap¬ 
plication of this principle 1 would incline 
to deviate in a snaall degreeJ^m the pro¬ 
visions of the act to whio^^Tbave alluded, 
lly this act, the first cl« is to include all 
unmarried tnelrvetween the agrs of seven¬ 
teen aiid thirty. Vpifc. age of seventeen is 
perhaps too younJ*:—that of eighteen is 
low enough to b(? taken as the standard of 
nianhcod : and 1 should think the first class 
suhicienily extensive, if it included all 
Ironi that age to tweitt}-four or five. With¬ 
in these limits it does not appear iiecossary 
lo^make any distinction of married or un¬ 
married. I'iie number of married men of 



this ago will not be very numerous: and 
uieix^ IS no probability that they should 
have such numerous families, as to call for 
any relaxation in their favour. Those who 
have paid a duo attention to the valuable 
speculations of ^Ir. MaUbus, ceitaiiily will 
nut tbuik it a pqlfqc measure to make any 
distinction, that might operate as a temp- 
fatioii to prc'inuture imrnages among the 
comtunu people; and, since we must con* 
sider the measures now to be adopted os 
of pcrmitnent continuance, those remote 
oflects arc nu^ to btf overlooked. At all 
events, the- ;.u.nabcr of married persons of 
^iiis age cannot be so considerable a^to^ oc¬ 
casion much iiu'onveniVmce, eveti'tiiough i'l 
were necessary to adopt some means of 
providing for ftheir farnilies 'at the public 
expense; and this would be preferable ta 
the allowance of an evcemptkih, wbicbcaigbt 
have the effect of deranging tbes^hole sys- 
tere.-T-Cakuloting npon this prinople, frov^ 
apjfoved tables of the ordinary dura^^ 
of Aumau lifej the population of^niat 
Briuun would afford n^rly 600,0d0 Rien 
butwwBr tb^ ages of eigS^nand twenty- 
^fiye; and hsom the returnl^Bde under ^fae 
Levy cn Masae Act, tb^.% ground to be¬ 
lieve that,' after deductiire t^o-fariog men 
and all'Otheri mmpted by li^t aot|. ther* 
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will semaiD liable to military duty uptf^df 
of 500,000 men within the description of 
the first class here laid down. This num* 
ber, my lords, I am incHn^ to consider as 
sufficient for the*object in view; and on this 
account it apf^ars to ife^unnet^essary to ex¬ 
tend the nrst class ai^ further. Perhaps, 
howfver, it would be advisable to form the 
finen between .the ages of twenty-five and 
thirty into a second class*, or body of re¬ 
serve, to be resorted to in cases of extreme 
urgency.—The most important question, 
however, relates to the measures to be 
adopted for giving^these men a sufficient 
degree of training. It is certainly of more 
importance, to give a complete training to 
a moderate ^qportion of the people, than 
to extend over whole that slight de¬ 
gree of instruction, which will not ren¬ 
der them capable Sf thelervice that may 
be required from thdhan*^ The men who are 
to be trained ought, ntMy opinion, to be 
rendered complete soldiers; and 1 think it 
a very ill-judged ceconomy not to gi^ft them 
a sufficient allowance of time for becoming 
so. The provisions \)oth of the Levy eii 
Masse act, and of the Training Bill of last 
year, are in this resj)cct equally objeclipiv 
‘ able. The duty required is limited in both 
of them within such narrow bounds, that it 
is scarcely possible to expect from if tmy 
real practical utility. The men are not to 
be called out more than twenty-four days 
in the year, and even these can only be 
reckoned hi.lf daye, as men have to go 
£ind return from their Liou}es. Tiie limita¬ 
tion too* provided ify the Training Bill, 
that the men are no^ be called to a greater 
distance than five miles from their homes, 
will, ill most instances, effectually prevept 
the assemblage of any con6ideraV>(p body of 
men together, withobt whicb, the exercise 
in petty platoons will be "of vtw little use 
men for real service.—I'hw 
anxiety of the framers of these bills, not to 
interfere with the ordinary avocations of 
the people. In the* aiteinp? to give them 
^miljtary instrufitioii, appears to have been 
carried y?xcess, afld ha'* led thciq to 
adopt regymtions calculated tulally to de- 
the principal object they had in \iivr\ 
i^raiiung hO very slight aud desiiltuiy' as 
• ihn^^iich is provided fbr, would, m all 
prdL^1ity,provc^tirely useless; the^hole 
expence wuqld ^ffiirown awa^if and all the 
uiqpnveiiif’itce jpising from the liiter\iptionJ 
of labour, woM^ be to no purpose. Thus, 
by an ovor-awicty to economize the (ime 
of the penpljf db absolute waste is oqpa- 


aibned. |& fact, sometbing likd tbii U ^ 
the reiBult of an attempt to recoacllbblgecU 
that are incompatible. To tilua men to 
militaipr discipline without iotiHerinj; with 
their civu avocations, is an absolute impos¬ 
sibility. If men are to act as soldiersi a 
portion *of their time must be devoted to 
the object of learning the duty of soldiers; ' 
—for a certain length of time they must be 
sepaitited from their families, and cease to 
be anything but soldiers. Tlie 
this principle is fulty evinced by the expe¬ 
rience of the volunteers. The testvnotiy 
of every volunteer officer, who has paid * 
tention to the rmprovement of his corps, is. 
uniform upon this point, athat the greatest ' 
ifbmber of days, devoted to driUing imao;'- 
unconnected and desultory manner, has (.4 
never enabled them td make the same pro¬ 
gress, that has been obtained in a very ^ 
small space of time, when the were as* ' 
sembled in quarters at a distante from their ' 
homes, and kept on permanent duty Under- 
military law.—In making arrangements, ' 
therefore, for training the people to armll^' 
we must reckon upon a considerable sacn- 
ficeof their time as absolutely unavoidable. 
Nounoecessary sacrifice ougbttobe required; 
but, on the other hand, db bugh^t not to he¬ 
sitate to make th^sacrifice iojK full extent 
that is necessary for the con|^ete,att^inment ~ 
of the objegij We have then to eiiqufre, wbrtt^ 
lengTh.of time devoted to military disciplino- 
may be considered as sufficient, to f6rm ' 
new recruits into good soldiers. * This is-X ' 
question on which professional meii niily' 
can pretei)^ to^udge; but on the autbpn^ 
of officers of eminence 1 am led to beUevef 
that three or four months, wlsen well eizk^ 
ployed, may in general be found sufficient; 
Au advantage will certainly be found, in this 
respect, from the description of men who are ' 
proposed to be trained. Young men beJ 
Imv twenty-five are at a period, of life 
witen new habits are easily adopted, and 
when impressions readily become perma¬ 
nent. Men of this age will probably be-; 
come good spldiers in a much snorter 
time, than men of a more advanced age, 
and will also retain more permanently what * 



ienS to keep up these Imbits even to a late 
l>j?iSod.of life.—Upon these principles, wy . 
lord^ I would propose to arrange thfe- d;pfc 
tails^^. the measure.* Tljere-*^^ ® 
‘formel^^ eiich'county a corpsj to^c< 
of all ih^youug men from the age of* 

nD, 
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t«Mfte Tl^ should be fully 

■ o Ww rfe d, wd regularly org|tftiiM>ifb alocu 
ibittiB, but abould remaiD peculiarly under 
tbe euperintendance of the lioitMantcy, 
not.-to be called out of their reil|>ective 
couDltee, except in caaes of eoiergency. 
The young men, who have recently eptered 
kito this miHtio, and are in the first year of 
their service, should be considered as 
forming a separate class, to be kept 
bodiejdjfor at least thrfe months, and du- 
via^tbis time assiduously employed in mi- 
^ litary exercises. Thoae who have gone 
through their first year, and have at¬ 
tuned tl.e requisite degree of proficiency, 
would not require,more than a few weeks 


the ol^rs of our presaot militia, froia 
among the principal landed proprietora of! 
the county^ Of tbesuhalteni raaka, a cour 
sideroble proportion would oatunally. 
composed of the young men of superior 
station, who ace en'i^ed in the local mih*, 
tia, as falling witbi^ the am of servici. 
Young men destined for a railiitary life c^ld 
not perhaps have a better schqpl, than to 
be thus employed for a few yearaf under tlm 
supenotendance of man of experience* in 
training a continual saccessioo of recruita ta 
military exercieea.—According to the ar« 
rangement which has been proposed,, them, 
can be liitle doubt that these corps of local 
militia would be rendered completely effec< 


practice in. the course of each of the suc-i dve,. and little inferior even to regular 
bleeding years of their service, to keep up troops which have not actupM^ seen lervica. 
'"'tlie,habits of discipline, and oug^t not to 'rhis would be doiys', toqVwitb as little in- 
be railed out on duty for any loijger period terruplion to the ordinal avocations of the 
than is necessary for this purpose. The most people, as could periMOi be reconciled with 


advantageous«arrangement would be, tbatj' 
for a few weeks in every summer the whole 
of Uiis local militia should be assembled in 
ailbable encampments. Being thus ool- 
leeted.in considerable numbers, they could 
the better practise those exercises, which 
, bevs- the nearest resemblance to the opera¬ 
tions of real sendee agmnst the enemy, 
AH officers os^greed as the importance 
of^^collecting in large bodies for exer- 
of fbiskind? and to obtain^isbenefit 
tc s higher degree, it woidd be pfoper ihat 
durug this general assemblage of the'local 
miKtta, those of two or three adjacent coun¬ 
ties should join in the same encampment, 
addear^ on their exercises ia one body.— 
Immediately after the breaking bp of this 
gjBDoral ,assen|blBge, the annual enrolment 
should be made of the young men who, in 
. the course of the preceding year, have at- 
• tsioed the age of serv^e.' Inst^ ^col- 
Parting all of tliem at once, it would be 
pn^able, that they should be classed into 
«tilhveDt divismns, to join their corps in ro^ 
tation. By this means the labour of traiu- 
ug.th6ni would be less burtbeusome, and a 
aowller number of officers would, be suffi- 
^ cient for the task. By this meauk, also, a 
, certain pro'portion of the local mUitia of 
aa^ county woulijalways be embodied. 
Cot aponding to«%is proportion^ there 
shttt ibe,in each county,apermanentjesti- 
blkhment of offiqers, drawn ffbm the regular 
*immky«,Biid acqpiinted with real semsi^ 
^cM duty it would be, not only to db^t 
diw Ijgprning of the men, but tt^insiru^the 


the effectual accom^shment of the essen¬ 
tial object. In tile beginning, indeed, a 
great and extraordinary effort wduld be ne¬ 
cessary: but after the proposed measures 
liad been brougtit into la regular train, the 
burthen of duty would be very light on all. 
except the young men of eighteen or nine¬ 
teen, who are in the first year of their 
training. There is no utiier description of 
men whose absence from their homes and 
their ordinary occupations wduld so little 
interfere with the business of thd country. 
l*he men of this description may bo calcula¬ 
ted at between 9Q and 100,000 over the, 
whole of Great Britain; and if they join 
their respective corp^ccording to a plan 
of rotation, each for Viree months, there 
would only be one fourth* of these constantly 
embodied, f. e. never above 25,000 meu 
at one time; and the interruption to the 
ordinary business of tlte country would liat 
be greater, tbon.would be occasioned by an 
Edition of this amount to the regular_a;rixvv. 
To this are to be added the few we^s 
during which the whole of the local militia 
would be ass^bled. Jf this should be 
reckoned at three weeks, the iodividua.iso< 
subject to tills service, woulcftmt be called 
u^n for a greater sacrifice or>^eir time 
lhail many of the volunteers surait to,- 
all of them, indeed, who are in any degnj 
fit fbr real .duty; >80 that this plan cjjppot 
be c^sidered as a grei^r burthen iSn^e 
couo^jbthati an establii 


\ 




at of on eqnsl 
numbey. of ^volunteers. ^ would indMd 

. _ _ ^ _ be less burtbensome; forLthe volunteer 

officers. The superior ofmrs of corps are in great part cosJ^sad of men,' 
d militias ought^to be selected, like the real value of whose tbn^s fer greater 


r 
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tiwn thct of the yaatig m«n,<oforhoiftfit k itutaye, Uie tkillof oorcotamao dak w o ufcl 
fivopoted to form this lootfl iirilitis*.^Aii' be tried, in mvoiding e geaond'eclion «• 
exception mutt no doubt be admitcedf forj long m possible. Our army imtirutg from 
tbe first moments of this establisbment, one strong position to another* towai^ tlw 
ethen a great and cxtmordinary effort «ili| interior of the country, would be con- 
be necessary, !br bfmg^ our stale of pre-* tinuallv approaching to their re»iiikrcef 
para^jon up to what it vrofild have been, if ments, and the local militia pounqg in 
this system had been Moner adopted. If from all tidea, would^soon form such on adM 
it had alre^ 3 r*goM on for some ^ears, all, dition of .force, as to be capable of ovei- 
the young men from the age of nineteen to' whelming tbe most powerful army^tb^ 
that of twenty-five would now be in a state the invader would choose to risk in tn^fl^ 
of full preparation, having entered tbe local dertaktng. In tiie ^une of these opera- 
militia at eightMn, and having undergone a dona, indeed, some part of our eountiyr 
thorough training during theT first year of would unavoidably be left •exposed to tkm 
their service. As matters actually stand, ravages of the enemy, but it m nut likely 
however, there is k groat arrear to be cleared (hat wo should be iinddlr the necessHy^of 
off; and to make up fur tbe tardiness-which atiandoning tbe metropolis; for the metro- 
we have shown in resorting to tbe system, polis itself would furnish so large a 
we have no choice|kut Id take immediate forcementf as might, iu all probability, do- 
measures for trainim uU the young men be- cide the fate of tbe campaign.^-f he me»* 
lowtheageoftwenty-iliVe—agreatandubuf^ ^urea tliat have been suggested, woold 
thensome effort, no doub:^ but one which tbe thus be of great importance iu enabling im 
exigency of Jtbe crisis imperiously dejpands. to meet tbe immedia^ exigency, winch 
-—When the system which has been proposed,* now presses upon us. But this is onlyo. 
is compared with that of the volunteers, no part of the benefit to be expected from 
doubt can be entertained that its efficien- them. Were they esUblished as a permo- 
cy must be incomparably greater. Tbe oent system, our means of defence would 
men within .the ages that have been stated, go on, in a continual pr^ess of improve* 

* cannot be reckoned at less than 500,000 ; Qient. £veiy war a new mw, if 1 may 
and to this extent we should at all time8]iave use tbe expremoq, of npmy lOO^Og 
a force ready at an hour's warning to match youths wouL^nter the local mihliirtdlQ^ 
against the enemy ; a force regularly and gin the aoi^nsitiou of military discipliae ;i 
systematically disciplined, and on which a every-year a corresponding proportion 
commander might fully rely; a force com- would quit this militia, but would carry 
posed of men in llTe full;/igour of hie, ai)d with them habits firmly fixed in that period 
animated with all the a/dour which charuc- of life when lasting impressions arfi moat 
tenses the prime youthful manhood, easily made. Evrry year, therefoi^ a 
With such a force to>back our regular army, greater and a greater proportion of*Qur 
we might bidniefiance to all our enemies, people would be ^eady to takS up arms in 
A local militia, constituted in tbe efficient defence of tbeir country; and iftbcdan- 
nionner that has bgen proposed, would gcrsofeursituatienshouldcontinueloin- 
certainly be alone sufficient for the defence crease, so that even a force of 500,000 
of all those parts of ihe coast that are not well-disciplined men in aid of our regnlar 

W d Niillly * exposed,* and where tbe pnnci-* agmy should appear insufficient fur our 
pal descent of the enemy is not to be ex- security, the second class of local militui 
pected. Tl\e wlmje of tliq troops of the would %oon be composed of men who had 
line, and of tly Aguiar or old esubhshed thoroughly trained iu the first class, 

miUia, mighuthen be^concenirated in one and who would-still be perfectly capable of 
powerful aHSiy, in a position calculated to doing the duly of soldiurs. in process of 
meet the Win invasion. If tl»e enemv time, the whole people will have goi)« 
should succeed iu Umllng an army ofsucli throiigh*a course of dTipipime ; wexfiall 
foi«, as to be an oveima^h for that which become, like our enemies, a nation oisol- 

• is 4^repared to receive him tn the first di^rs i* and tljea England will assuredly be 

. > , jf invii(cible.—There is no rqpsop for appre- 

* According U 
skefobed, tbe 
would not be vq 

, the volunteers, j 
its height. ' 


1 L- u I L Mndingtbat this institution will ever rvhnc 

fciisc incurred to the public' 

^•widely different from that of plb^; tbe trauang of Iba local mihW^ 

their establishineiit was at «nu*t go on in pe»*ce^ well as m 

there be any lyobablbiifTAatl pegge cambe * 
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'<htilinidl» on tenni which t^iWuntry can botliPto deter the euemy from faosUle -de-' 
4ccdpt witfjiout difignce, we most assu- slgus^ aud to enable our own government 
redly ioc^ dpon it m e hollow and insepure to entertain a confidence in our means u£ 
ipeace, tt a ntere truce which the enemy defence. Soon after the rupture it was 
will be ready to. break, whenever he can emphatically obseraed, that we were at 
a« an opportunity of taking us unawares war because we not* be peace. 

But» with the institution that ifas been But if our medns ef defence in tbi^ear 
sketched, we never can be unprepared to 1^03 bad been such'as tbe system now pro- 
-caeet an invader. Whether therefore we posed might soon est^ilSshiwr^ should not 
look to the continuauce of war« or have been under fbeoeceiBityorresortiug to 
3^er we may hope for peace, it is of measuresofhos^ty, witbaviewtoour im« 
equal importance thgt we should establish mediate security; neither would the enemy 
%oar defence on a system of this kind; a sys- have been dispos^ to give the provocations 
tern of permanent efficacy,, commensurate which be did, to a power in a contest with 
with the prospects that are before us, of a which, he could have entertained but 
long peri^ of iffiabated danger.^It is u^t little hope of any great or signal success.— 
^erh^>s the least of the recommendations When J^ompare the ^stem which 1 have 
.<9f this proposal, y)at it will render it pos. now ventured to propose, either in its im« 
-mle for us to make peace witlf a prospect mediate or its z^ore remote effects, with 
«f secui^y. If a peace should be made, the measure which 1^ been brought for* 
have no reason to suppose that our ward by his majeef^s ministei^, 1 can 
enemy will abandon his views of conquest, scarcely imagiue.J^w there can be a doubt 
or relinquish bis na^al preparations. His in deciding between them, how your 
.^eans of making a successful invasion will lordships can be satisfied, in such a crisis as 


.be continually on the increase; and an in* 
tervai of ^eace will only enable him to 
augment hts naval force with the greUfer 
rapidity. On t^is account many persons, 

. who oiigog^^l principlesare sincere friends 
^fo{ peace, now advocates for the con- 
^'cinuafice of as being, ^uder our pre- 
c. sent circumstances, absolutSy^ necessary 
' .for our immediate safety, if howev^ we*' 
.;Udopttbt system which has been propo¬ 
sed, our means of meeting invasion will al¬ 
so bd-on. tbe increase; an4 whatever addi- 
.tion our enemy may be able to make, du¬ 
ring nn interval of peace, to lus naval power 
and his mekns of attack, we shall be able 
fully to keep pace with him in the improve* 
.ment of our means uf defence^y land. 
Being thus under no hanger of losing in our 
relive strength during an interval of 
peace, or ef being obliged to rdnew the 
* war under circumstances of grenter disaeJ- 
Witage, in the comparative state of our 
ow|^ mrce«od that of our enemies, the ob- 
. ataclA wbkjb now stand *‘ih the way of 
peace, wOl be in a great measure removed. 
•Wa may then conclude a peace, with the 
iprdspect of undifnihished security, and 
ibe&fore with a prospect of permanence. 
Perhaps, indeed, if such a system hs that 
4)ow propose^ had been establisbejl ten 
. .year£ ago, Europe might have been spared 
ibe whM.^pf,tbe j>resent wftr,-oad All itSt| 
^ sdisaaUofis' consequences. Our^^upture 
vaith. grance might huve been |yoided, if 
v'l^qr i^er^ll^ si^dviH-^^ had ^eu such, as 


the present, with a mere temporary expe¬ 
dient for making a small addition to our re¬ 
gular force : nor is it easy to comprehend 
on what principle his majesty’s ministers 
can hesitate to adopt this or some other 
p)aq of equal efficacy, if it be not that they 
dread the unpopularity of cv-Uing upon the 
people for severe and burtbensoiqc sacrifices. 
If this idea has really been entertained, I 
am persuaded it is a mistaken one. The 
people of this coi|^ntry %re not so dead to 
every feeling of patriotism, they are not so 
insensible to tbe vali)^of what they have to 
lose, as to be unwilling to make the sacri¬ 
fices that are necessary for preserving the 
name and the privileges of Englishmen, 
provided they are made distinctly to per¬ 
ceive the necessity, and are fully persuaded 
that the sacrifices they are to make will se¬ 
cure their object. this , 

persuaded tbpy will acquiesce with more 
cheerfulness, yi such measures as those I 
have now suggested, fhan in those which 
his majesty’s ministers call fqr.—The bjdloi’ 
forwhicli we are desired to vot^,^ lays upon 
tbe'people an oppressive, becrae an un¬ 
equal, burthen, without nfTording any rea¬ 
sonable probabiljty that our libefti e^a re 
thereby to be pre^r ved. The ballqt,rf||||Ser < 
the jmme ^ a demand^^r military service, 
we alRicnw to be in ^»ct nothing more 
tbanu^tnofie of compelliik: individuals, to 
pay for substitutes ; these ribstitutes dilfer 
in nothing from the recruit^ho enter the 
army by voluntary ealiBtme&, except that 
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311 the.one case tbe bounty lBpai4 oi|t of/fuggestody cannot be deeme^mravj^wtlv* 
the general revenues of the state, in Uielgreat for meeting the exigniQM to 
other the payment is imposed on indivi-1may erelong be ^uced* wutisevek 
duals, without any rega^ to their ability!otherwise, it is right that our j^parations 
to pay : the ballot is thus nothing more^hould be superabundant: {f the least sba^ 
than a ta:^ the most otfectionable in prin- * i •. . 

ciple that can be ima^Ad—a mere poll- 
tax, the most uneqoaljand oppressive form 
in which Qijeey can be levied. When thb 
burthen is laid vfpon ,tbe people to make a 
trifling ^dition to our rewlar force, such 
an addition os will scarcely diminish in a 
perceptible degree the perils of our situa¬ 
tion, cau it be supposed that tbe people will 
submit to it with the same alacrity, as they 
would to an effective demand of real mili¬ 
tary service, imposed according to an equal 
and impartial rule, on those to whom it 
will be least burthinsoine, and the opera¬ 
tion of which musa^ to'put an end to all 
anxiety respecting fie security ofthe king¬ 
dom ?—But in truth, my lords, 1 cannot 
bring myself to believe tflat in such a crisis 
as the present, fab majesty's minislbrs cau 
be actuated by such a despicable motive as 
the fear of unpopularity—that their anxiety 
for the preservation of their places can go 
so far, as to make them overlook the clan¬ 
ger to which they expose themselves, as 
well as their king and their country. The 
situation of ^hings is now such, that ^there 
is no possibility of saving the nation, 
witboulTesortiiig, in one form or aiiotherr 
to burthensome and severe measures. It 
would be mere«tate ruackerv to delude 
the people with any different expectation. 

The time is past when a minister might 
have indulged a tf^derness for the comforts 
and the couvenience of the people. We 
have now to make our measures effectual, 

—to that consideration must every other 
bend : and of thos^ who complain of hard¬ 
ship there is but one question to be asked, 
hardships imposed on thqpi 
are worse than Ihl; rigours of French des¬ 
potism ?—Perhaps, howevef, it may be 
alleged, that I am now pitippsing a super¬ 
fluous and unnecessary degree of prepara* 
tion. Bty fliis, my^lords, 1 c^not admit. 

When ^i^onsider the immense military re¬ 
sources that may be brought to bearugasq^st 
us, when we consider the number of points 

fe which we may assailed, and the 
C of coast ^ich we must be prepared 
to guard ; ^ab<y^Il, when m cQuider th^ 
hazard in w^h the whole 4npi^is invol¬ 
ved, from ue prevalence of disaffection In 
Ireland, thwforce that would be gained by 
tile adoptig( df the measures 1 have now 


dow of doubt can remain as to tiieir suffi¬ 
ciency, tiiiey are not what they ought to be. 
Even on principles of oeconooiy, our defeat 
sive force ought to be ample and supera* 
bundant. Granting that a more scanty 
plan of preparation sfapuld ultimately 
Buflicient,and that tbe invader should mral^ 
end be repulsed \ yetif tiiis is to be done after « 
a severe contest on English ground, our 
country would wiiffer from the desolation of 
a protracted warfare, far mreater losses than 
would be suflicient to buance tlie 
inconvenience, that could possibly be ap- 
prebendechfrom preparations uiyiecesBarily 
great. By providing ample means of 
fence, we have tbe best chance o^deterriDg 
^our enemy from tbe attempt, at invasion, 
and thus saving our country from the rava¬ 
ges of war, or at least of shortening their 
duration by insuring the speedy overthrow 
of the invader. But can any one reflect 
a moment upon the countless horrors 
tBat*wonld ensue if our means of defencOk 
should prove inadcquat% can any one re-^ 
fleet that it is fjQg the liberti^irfbr the vei^ j 
existence ofBmgland thatj^reare to 
—and beqffient wUh-scamy prepaffitioni 
W.ho^is tflere that can imagine without bo! 
ror, bur aged and beloved'monarch wel-' 
tering in his blood,—'bis place occupied by 
a heptarchy of French usurpers, the nai- 
uioDB of the eonqueror,—the family of our 
sovereigns, along with the sad remains of 
all that is now^ eminent and dignified in 
England, wandering as exiles in foreign 
lands, while the muusious of our nobility 
are p^celled out tq French generals, and 
every thing that is desirable in England be* 
corner the prey of a Frencbman,—ail 'the , 
comfortswbich industry and oiconorny have 
accujnnlated around tbe d\>eUiugs of our 
yeomanry, our tradesmen, and our manufac¬ 
turers, scalttTed to the winds, tbepilHigeof a 
licentious soldiery,—all tbe civil and mligi- 
ous institutions, that have hitherto been the 
boost of Britain, trampled under foot,-^ur 
peoplfe left to grodff ender the optyession 
^nc^contuinely of insolent and dbmiAeeriug « 
strangers, fofeed to submit to every wrong 
and to every insult, with the sad refleor ' 
tion, ilm they have no longer the'protec** 
tiuu crT fjiglish law, o£ an Englkh magUira- 
cv, d\.an English jury* i All this, my loftig, 

—*.— 


This is ^ut 





£l^ 


W4iii tMWfc. le^iiwri Hfii»i itni^i ■»/ 

• . . • , 
ari^tfaM^thh, milMteHQ ^uard Uraythe tiiilitia^ >w|i > u <Hn|g i>i4 l Wrtm * y 
me ttorgoiafter^ttaB m-nta>taoit crllind ^moment, «ii:d*difgastin^ Its 
'iemremimei, of mtlifer offiom; md to.fun<a'i&oillotiMry vddidibin 

greater than ahaokrta^ meeatary/aa deMr-' to ihe total anbanhof oor.'fcttce, 'pk^ 
^iug o( a flwoilfit'athoa^t—l^ theadop^poaeau ^^ediegt which will give a^rioite 


tioD-of the meiMum wbidi t beve'deteiled, 
ooraituatioti may be-rendered psrfbctly 
ouie; and if our aettvity-and ueiolution be 
oosumensurate with the^xigency oftbe cri- 
Wj tL very few months may be»6uffioicntto 
%ryQ|gouripre{wrariop&-'to maturity. With 
0 ^Ech a ioeal militia* as I bante«sttggested;to 
^ bank the efforts of oui^gular force, i should 
woosider our army <bs alxeady sufficiently 
lluimerous; or at-least there would-be no 
nwcessityjof mscj^ing to a measure so ot^ec- 
tipaableas the bullotyfor obtainiogan imme- 
diatfMUigmentatioD ofourdUposable force. 
'«h 1 am ready to admit to the npble secre¬ 
tary of stete ^eedvantagesiwhicbe regular 
snddisposablefbrce musthaveoveranequal 
iMJinber of v^oops of any other description,' 
eeea fer the purposes of defence. But 
theae advanta^ iftey be purchased too 
dear; and-certainly, if'ever there was a 
%ODjunctare -of aib^, in which these ed- 
*«aatage8 were of less value than usual, ut 
, H -the -present. If 'ever tltere was a'tim 
' -wbrn the immediate defence of the fcing- 
y dooreogbM^ngross our<hought8, to 
Uidpclusion of e^ry distant ol^ct, it know. 

fr^im the wfervations oY^i^oble l«rd, 
kwho-spoloe in support of this bul^ it would 
^ «|q^ar‘tbat m'misters are thinking of Alex- 
' ekdria, ^and the Cape,-HtnicSouth America, 
when they ahould be4ooking to Keut and 
/m^^ssex.^'gracious bsaveuai is it possi¬ 
ble abatinfekuation -can bu'carrieid to tlik 
kengtb tba| wlien the'existence of Eng- 
kml'is ill question, her strength is to be 
vpasted in distant expeditions and wlonial 
toaquesta? Gladly ssouKl 1 hope that the 
teObfo lord has misconceived tl^ ideas of 
^ hi* frwads; but the extreme anxiety Mhicb 
ia oiaDifested* for a disposable force,-and 
the whole tenour of the measure before us, 
forpa sach a cosamentary on (he observation 
tbatNdM^md from the noble^ lord, as fills 
oO’Wilh drpad^aqfd anxiety. As if our iti- 
, eaiiial defence were notalready sufficiently 
' -praearious/his majes.ty'a minkters propose 
«0 make O'trifling aagteentation toobr dk- 
% .p^teflro forced at the expense of dtsorgHnic 
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;es of French conquest: but the pic' 
been dra#n in detail, arid with a mas- 
tig^ btiid,’ bt^tea^or ofTh^ Dang^ ef4;he 
- G onn t ry i^Miw*«ewhich Ens^men would 

miuiejtt thcdani^ntdM^he 



interruption to m eae u fes, fjMtt 'have 
k&tely been adopted*^far the’permaiient im¬ 
provement of thn7efuhrofmy.---lxMdung,' 
my lords, ^to the dangers Of ouMltuation at 
liMy to herpermawnt, rcsmmt agree to 
sacrifice to-aooeBB'moaMntafy convenietico 
the'lasting -and iinporiast advantages nri<^ 
sing from 4fae measttres Idwve allu<M 'to-i» 
measures, rfovmdcd on a (just and prufound 
view of human-nutore, thehenefUs of Whiob 
every yearns eKpeHenoe will render moih 
appaTentyandfwhicfa willdo lasting honbor 
both to tfae adminktration which 'harried 
them into dffect,MMd tdetbaonlightened in¬ 
dividual with whom tlw more particularly 
originated. The observation of the ncfela 
secretary of ^statp, that the xnterfereuoe 
will only be temporary, is not in my mind 
a. aaiisfeotory answer to the objection; for 
the benefit to be expected from these mea- 
fares depends in so great a degree, on a 
general belief in the permanence of the new 
system, that-any thing which has even the 
appearance of tampering, must'have a de¬ 
structive effect in riiaking the confidence 
of the country. I am the mofe inclwed to 
insist on this objection, because Jhe inter- 
Iferenre which 1 deprecate,: is wholly ueiie- 
cessary. 1 have* stated, my lords, that by 
the establishment of an extensive and weln 
trained local 'militia, we should preclude 
the necessity 'ef any great and immediate 
addition to our regularYpree. -.But it k not 
on/this dlone, that I rest my objection ; for 
if'-suchan addition be'necessary, and'if a 
compulsatory levy for the immediate aug- 
mcotation'of oqr:7egul4rand militia'forees 
be unavoidable, : that levy may be^nforted, 
viithout affec^og'in -any degree thg^rcsS;- 
of the new system of **enikttnent.<^TIie 
mode in whic:i the ballotiuterferes with the 
recruiting of^tlfe regular ;arm^, has'been 
repeatedly a«id amply illustrated. It ^s 
no w admitted on all' b*n ds, tbal the^ d enmnd 
fur fkbstitutes establish^ a c^peiition 
against the recruiting service; and that 
when on extensive ballot is to be enforce, 
the price of sobsUtUtes will be so bigl^teKS' 
no reeniita oqo be expe^ed 'to accept ol 
the lombaanby aew'offeiwlk^^he^iegnlmr 
-aiany. /Am in the enaveide^ effect of a 
ttJlot aceonipanicri, aweurt'nowfe, with 
the powerof substitution HEamtk evident, 
that thkeffeetarieeufeMi ibUklteffiffn itod 
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uijypi. gAy>> 

^t^frt^kajloiir^^ efisc^.wouM 

B ballot,, if. tlw iodivicUi'ala bal-t| 
lotad ware to< MCaa^ la pemoiu-^l Iuiom^, 
Ionia, UiBt.tba powarofBarviogtby wb- 
ftJjLuto i» conaidared atjoeceBBary^.. for ml" 
tigiLtin^ sevority of Iba ballot and for 
obyiatiug, ^he Mcwsiv^barMiip which, 
mighty oncaiioimA to particialar caacs, if 
the individual wbm name ia dram warn 
under the abaomte necamil^ of quitting fait 
borne and hit hnninati thia hardship 

may be obviated by other *meana leta* oi^ 
jectionahle than tm power of serving by 


.iq:ti>^y!ean«,ea io. the? r 

oftlie&iUUfk uneiEiifela 

fl/ tbo ballot, itaioteifiMenmtMtbtlier 
nal liberty, of individual|u oegbblo^Ni 
zopenaated by, ^eat. libenAito in peeti«r. 
1 ^ bounty* In paEticular, alb the fioear 
aid’ for ^u^ptaon from' tbe- ballot^, ougplt 
be ^|»lie^.by tbp magiatnicy ofUi% 
istrict in. whiob they^eve levied, to tbeutat 
the •balloted men, or of their familietb- 
'-"■The ballotk tlius. midgeted, 

Uable to infinitely laat objectiooi than 
now it; and might peibapabe- uted for ob«i.> * 


aubstituie. I would propoae, sty lordt, at* ftaining a much larger addition to bur 
a commutatioa for tf^.power^ that thote W domestic foree,, than that now {wope** 
who are anxiouataavoid tba neoawity of ted by hi* roajeaty't>minitt|ra* Thare^ara 
■ervigg in perton, thould be allowed, upon itone pants of tbe empire, to which a local- 
payment of an adequate pecuniaiy fine, be- militia, such aa I have proposed,, could net 
fore the ballot tak(||l place, to take their perhaps be judely extended. The inhal^ 
name out of tbe Usimf thoK subject to be tants-uf these part# would thus be exempt* 
drawn. When eve^ individual has thus ed from the burthen of a military duty^ iiftn 
an opportunity of withdrawing himself be- pbsed on the rest of their fellog subjects; 
forehand from the operation of tbe ballot, and as a commutation for this duty, it may 
there wodld*be no necessity of leavirjg any not be improper, that* the correspooding* 
power of serving by substitute, and those class of qaen there should be subject tOrg' 
whose names are actifoUy dfawn, should be ballot in. tbe mitigated form, which 1 have 
bound to serve in person. It is evident, nofy pointed out, Tlie population of the' 
that by this arrangement, we should avo^id disfriCls, to which 1 allude, might- afford' a ^ 
. the pernicious, effect of the ballot, in draw- large supply of men, without any material 
iog off, as substitutee,' persons who would iffterruption to agricultural ^^AriufacCa^ t 
otherwise be disposed to enlist into* the ring industryj^nd all the od^ly 
troops of th^linu. At the same time, it be obtainedjJ^lUd be doumy useful, DoS^ct,^ 
does not J^pear thet such an arxaDgemeot as directlyWoding to tbe military forceof tbe«^| 
would occasion to individuals any greater empire, and as draining off a*leaven which 
Oppression than the present form of ballot, may eventually become daDgeroiis,-^Batv 
since tbe payment of a fiue before the bal- my lords, whatever conipulsoiy lev;^ may 
lot would not be a more severe tax, than the be resolved upon, I must coocuc in the 
burtlienof paying a substitute after it.—I opinion, which has already -heen. uc^ed 
do not mean, my Ifirds, to argue, that this witli irresistible .force of argument, that 
arraugement would be sufficieut to do away the balloted men ought to be placed in the' 
every objection to the bglloti That is second ^battalions of our marching reg!* 
certainly an institution which J think it meats, on the pritfoipleof tbe Army of 
would be very desireable .lo jwoid alto- serve act, rather than in the militia. To 
jugj^riaod 1 would anxiouw wish that ballot iox an addition to the militi% iii oi^ ; 

of meu,*for our rewlar force of der to have an opportunity of drawing off a 
all descriptions, could be trusi« entirely to corresponding number of men from tbe mt^ 
the operation of voluntary ao^tmept. If, Iitia into the line, seems to me to ' 

• hovtaver, thaUs impracticabltm if a. com- a very inconvetiienl compUcaljPP*'. wrd fa o q j t 
pufiory lev^^ust b 9 made, ^^if ballol any adequate motive whatever*. The pev*> 
must be farted to, I caunot bu^TUa^er nicioos effects which may beexpMt^, 

this as a less objectionable formofbaiWt disturbing tbe'discipliae and efficsency of 
than that now established. Perhaps, by the milfiia regiments *at sucb a mommt aa . 
aom^urtber ameliorations, the oppressive t^is, Jsave been clearly pointed ontmy a 
sOVertly of that ^titution ^ight be still noble viBCOunf (Sidmouthj,.aaweU as:^ 
ipOire alleviated^rXbe age on|ke sun tub- pffeet which this measure must have, ja nap - 
ject to the*oaeration of tbe Vall^should dermining the present establish' 

be reduced, iZd ought not, Itbinkrtoex- mtut idfogeUieF, by disgustia^tbe-offic^ 

* tend beyond wemy-five years ; tine period Their pawnee has ^eody been 

ofservk»^^Hjbed 4lmi<^alsQ^^ in 
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4d|;pi6dtelAM^ing to i]B|)reiif tbem withjsbecv that all the duty laid on 6ugar% after ^ 
j&Kt idea tUtt ttieir coipe are to be" degraded! a certain amount, fell on the planter^ and not 


into inmpQbsidiafy battalione, to be^- 
.ployed in drSbflig recruits for the line. But 
.if ever this expedient was ol^ectionable, ' 
is doubly so at tbU moment, when the i 
fence of the kingdom should be sour cbie 
oobcern, and w^n the militia is more like 
lythan ever to be called into that activ 
eOrvice for resisting invasion, for •which 
institution was peculiarly framed.— 
"T^ese topics, my lords, have ^ready been 
-ao ably discussed, thdl it would be presump- 
tonus in me to suppose, that 1 could add 
Any thing to the force 6f the arguments 
that fa^ave beep urged. 1 shall conclude, 
therefore, with declaring that I canifot 
gWe my assent to the bill now before us, 
<when itfr pariicolar provisioi^p appear to 
me so objectionable, wbeu the advantages 
to be elfpected fr<»p it ore so inconsidera¬ 
ble, and when its immediate objects woulB 
be reudeFe4 wholly superfluous, by the 
adoption of measutes commensurate with 
tbe exigency of our situation.-—The ques¬ 
tion being then put, that tbe bill be read a 
second time, a division took place: Contents 
’ 4-2; Non-Contents, 15; Majority, 


Mr. E//is, 


^'^X;SE OF COSfcVOTCS. 

^ Avgvtk^W. 

^ [WgsT-lypft ColowiesTI^ 

^pursuant to notice, rose to caa the wtten-i| 
tioii ol the house to this most important 
subject. *He did not mean to detain tbe 
housq by going at any length into the ques¬ 
tion, because it must be Obvious to any 
gentleman %ho should examine tiie report 
of the committee on th^ commercial state 
of the West-lndia Colonies, that some re¬ 
lief was necessary to maintain tbe yiterests 
of those colonies. Itwould be impossible to 
carryinto effect, during the present session, 
any remedies to which that house was to be 
a party, but be must recommend it to the 
right- hon. tl>e chancellor of the pxebe- 
qoaf>.-to direct his attention to this most 
' i|ilc4ttstihg,sul>}ect during tfap recess, in or<f 
der that he uiighl be prepared with some 
means of alleviating tbe distress of the 
West-lndia planters in the ensuing session. 
^MtiviBbed to difeit the atteiitioit of that 
hon. gent, to the subject »mcre 
' aaxioualy, b^use he hau reason to sp- 
.praband that it was tbe opinion of that figlu 

-2 . m ^ ft.* J».ftft. 


on tbe consumer; and. contended that even 
if the reduction of tbe duty should not im¬ 
mediately relieve tbe planter, it would 
have tbe effect of^creasing the consump^ 
tion, by wbich*nnap8 the market, at pre¬ 
sent overstocked,'.might be cleareef, and 
tbe increase of the consumption would aug- 
fment tbe revenue. The employment of 
sugar in distilleries would also have con¬ 
tributed to the relief of the plauterf, by 
adding to the consumption of tbe article, 
but the objection that existed against it 
rendered £at impossible. Whilst tbe 
market was unrestrained, the price of sugar 
had kept pace with the rise of tbe dutyv but 
the contrary had beep the case ever since 
the year 1800. If ports of Kurope 
were to be shut agaiii» them, tbe planters 
would' have but the nome-market to look 
to, and what would be their prospect with 
an import of 100*,000/. above tbe consump¬ 
tion, Sinless that consumption tbould be 
encouraged ? Another remedy suggested 
in tbe Report he should not then dwell up¬ 
on, because he did not wish to force his 
m^esty’s ministers to any premature de¬ 
claration upon the subject, nor was be 
disposed to give nse to any discussion 
which might assume that intemperate tone 
that characterized tbe proceediijgs in ano¬ 
ther country. lie hoped, if a reduction in 
the duty upon brandy was in contempU- 
tiou, that it would be accompanied with 
a reduction of the duty upon rum.' On 
all these grounds he moved a resolution, 
** tliat the house should, early in tbe next 
session of parliament^ take into considera¬ 
tion the reportof the committeeun the Com¬ 
mercial ^tate o^the West-Iudia colonies.'* 

Mr. R<i^r jipi. secortded thu motion. He 
expressed vhis conviction of tbe urgent ne¬ 
cessity of life case, and was Borrv^ 
state of tb# session Would not allow tbe 
bouse to go'bntu it. 

The Charcef^or of t/it E.vc//tqufr bad no 
objection if tbe motion of nbe hon. gept., 
and. certj^inly the handsome mnd candid 
I ma«iEifEY “111 which he had broughfit forward 
>raimed the attention of the house. For 
himself, be could answer, that the subj^t 
should have his nfbst serious attention* He 
did not thinkjt neccssai^Mp go further iitto 
the que^torifttheu,. thou^ he.should say, 
that it/was iinpoasible to rm<\ the Jlcpqrt 




l>OD«. getit.,-that a reduction of the duty i. ■ 

ppon augm #oa1chnot be aoyreUetto th<dwitbou^feeliiig how interes^iig the subject 




into 



member |bMi vfeat 
Aeport, to| 

« 


was *frd>Q the circumstanceY of ^ large 
yiuBS of property beihgwuyolved' ib 


j 
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difficultTi not to nse any itronger teMs-l tioii« noTt he beHeved, tliet ^ msef toembfr 

•9- _u At_ t ___I__ _A 4 .L.^ «A.^ _A._ 


He could tberelbre assure the bon* gent I 
that hk majes^'s ministers would not lost 
any time that could be profitably appliec^ 


t^fae committee, to grdliM miy tttotiiMi 
upon it in the present sesSkmJkbecatiM It 
would require much time fof ^enttenlni l6 


to this'subject, and th^next session somennake themselves acquainted with the ivliald' 
neasure %oul(f be brou||it forward to ob* Kf the circumstances* As an individual 
viate Jhe difficulties at present existing. Lnerober^f parliament, and not as a mani- 
' Mr* LusAwgfofi was glad to find that theljber of the committee* he might feel hiitt- 
attention ofHbe house was at last dire^'tedftelf called upon to submit some resohitioha 
ta West-lndia iaiercsts.* The circum-J to the*house on the subject, though such m 


stances lu which the colonies were placed 
by the abolition of the slave trade, con> 
trary to the opinion of the planters, gave 
them a claim upon ^be legislature. The 
Report said, that unless some immediate 
remedy were to be applied, rum would be 
the consequence to tw West fndies; but 
it would be five oynx months before ar^y 
Legislative remedy Could be applied, and 
this was one of the circumstances that con* 
tradicted that passage, which ministers 
had introduced into fais m^esty’s speech at 
the close o{ the last session, that the dis* 
solution took place at a time when no ma¬ 
terial incomenience to the public business 
would arise from its 

Mr. Hihbert was hipp) to observe the 
very candid manner in which th«s subject 
* had been brought forward, and which was 
much more calculated to produce an im¬ 
pression on ihe bouse, than the use of 
struu^r (pnguage. The hon. gent, thee 
wairoly urged the claims ofthe West-India 
proprietors on thclegislatufe, agreeing with 
the lion. n»ember*who preceded bun that 
the dissolution of parliament had been the 
cause of inconvenience m this respect; and 
contending, that tlio justification of that 
measure was unsatisfactory to the West.ln- 
dia interests, as «ell as to many persons 
m that house, who had no amtmipn to ob¬ 
tain any place in the*admmigtra^n.—^The 
resolution was then put and^gmd to. 
•id^CCVtgTTLS FlKANOi.j Mr.* 
ianits brought up the second l^ort of the 
committee of finance respectifi the Bank. 
The report Was ordered to ife w the table ; 
*buW>n the mopon thatitbepnnltd, the hon. 
gent, tbqp^t it necessary to\qg^ *few 
words. It was not m consequence^ 
inattention on the part of the committe 
that tins report had not been presented 
sognag^ but, from the v^ous details into 
which It was necealfiry to ontfliL^ it had been 
, found impossible to present it |9on(r to the 
bouse. Vet ^^tbe report hid been lai^ 
before the b^ae as early as he Ji first 
bad reason tajeqpect* i twas not jifs mten- 

^OXi* 




proceedmg might* anef probably wouMrb^ ^ 
rendered unnecessore by the regulatioAla ^ 
which might be adopted by the governors 
of the company.—The report was then or* 
dered to be pnnited.—Hie hon* getft* next 
presented the third report from the fi¬ 
nance committee, respecting sinecure 
ficcs, places, and pensions, held under the 
crown. A4ter the repoft was brought vp 
and read* the bon. gent, observed, that 
t]ns report had been ^pared by^e com* 
mittee pursuant to an instructito from the 
house of the seventh qf last month. Im¬ 
mediately on receiving the lustruction, the 
committee had issue.d its precepts, and the 
return to these precepts formed the matter 
of the/eport which was just read. It would 
be for the house to judge whether any ^ 
vote should be founded on*thft report, and ^ 
he did not knojWbhetber b^SouId movn^ 
that in Its prapimt &tate it ^^uld 
teU, becaq^S returns had been received^-*/ 
|*oiily Ibr a small part of Scotland, and but* \ 
one or two from Ireland, lie hoped, iiow* 
ever, that the whole would be completetf 
by next session^ when he should be able to 
take such a course as might them most 
eligible.—The Report was then ordered to 
be printed. • • 

[Pehtioh or Dn- HroHMoam.! Mr* 
observe^, that be had a Petitioa 
m his hand containiflg mattert of a veiy 
grave and serious nature. The statements 
ID the petition were such, tha( though no 
man was more disposed than be was to Iw 
any complaint before tbe house,* be wouHl 
have hesitated to present it were itnot^^ 
it contained matter of great moment tdntA 
public m general* Tbe petitioner Na¬ 
thaniel Highmore had studied the civil law « 
for 11 jiears at Jesus pqllege, Cambridge s 
had performed his exeretses with aj p%use* 
and tfiken out^is degree of doctor. Fho 
grievance was, that he was ndl p^rnfitted to 
practise m Doctors Commons, in eOnfe- 
quenceof the refusal of thS arebbttbop of 
Cameroury, to give hifh thenropei* authq^ 
litj-l^ for tjjd* 



negki«t«a Hwrrijr t 

194 ^ mig^t h« mvn ngnc^td* to tk« 




ig imig^' Iftis wgfftpaliKifii^y tJwrt tw tkwii b« tn^ wt* a pftiat 


l^it iH VI iroam a U *w iil»l‘M<^t ww* ^tleB^^«^l <fom the 

|N»^9W ttiV WU<4 They u|^|Mnde4 Kh^X iN ^ 

w<^|4 .I^cqA 

'" ' “ "■ "roua. ihere)e«nft»^y «|»* 

yn^ved no i^WB to tbii^lt ihftt. Ih^ who 
vtoro to BtHdy ) \ fmsiH «l<^wxibHd89 h^Um 
were ochnitte^c WO¥^ inoofoun^^ lltt 
SMppoiiag y^re on orgu* 

W^^Uiy oJ'(iny ottootioo. The p©w«f 
to rgect w'nUout appoej wm Ioq greel to 
bo entruatoct«to any lef ft* ‘Tbift genlUmAa 
heiiA gone tbroi^h 41 the fo^rn^ and if iho 
power 4 rejieetioa witlioat appeal woe to he 
4lowedi i^pJonpipkwoiUdgotluelonKUtg 
that noioniy thuae wtipideftivedto beadniK 
ted* but, tb^e ¥(ho ww 4Fe«kdy adnaittffd^ 
would be dep^eiit entirely on Ihe arehH 
bUbop* ' But it was said tfbet the arvhhisliop 


awnw. fp w it Bt p 

ymim ^ ‘M »e»j<n . ^ 

TJ«W iWi HM 

•|U,^99dftt^ (w i( ««s w,t pfflMice 
■^Tw » y«4W 84^ tP 8i«P » W8W >P Oi 

► HswT*4B|»py ,<f ^ibowuf),- 

Ut ti^ i*S«<«j»te-.g«WrBl, &0.,) 
tnigbt this b^tiucis^ 

•^iw #thf^ cotnpiOD Ii^w we^t: 

%*tit t bm, ibey upwi; 

W<»P»# apd <bert lay or 
. ^o,tbe 12 yud^, BrI ^,bf preawt 

jjc^oR^r h^d, in liftiRat^enjpVfd, to bi& beftrd 
.* ^ cvKrt, 9d iital ib@ rRase* 

4{|t ^ ba^iJ^Raj*. cp^ to, parI,WM<!Rl fot r^ 


Ihad granted bw fiat„ wvibout knowiog tbafe 
Tbf. tegiiwp, priv^^ ^igned fur|tlw petitioner wRa iR dearon’s urdera, aa4 

|wiihdi)»fw It upoRreeeiyiljgndQioiatiiao 

I . 1 _ 1 __ ,* 1 * _ _ . _ »■*! • 1 


• % ti^ne wmi^jwbl^y a*wgD.«d, was,, 

i^t the pf^p)^ W8% in deacon's orders. 

if <^io§ to VW, hfa. popai- 

4^ddLa| e mnii^ Wwn, it waa apt, 4 
/ why “ft no^ praffVpe* in a 

cpurt o^ civil, 14 ^ pccl:esiu«tu ;4 Wt, and 
jhorp, eapihtfly pa the ^WtwO' was, tib 



Ji&AJthtO^ tl»e.prfi, a^y^eJy cop/jBed 
9 ppvil^l peApps ; tipc^bapcenor- 
bips of thp. diopoMs wc^e still ijfibe hapds 
pi spIriUii^ l^rsoni. The public ha<i e 
atruijg iptereat b this chfH^ for k appeared 
tftho.^pc|ded|hy-e sidft W«lr. M?4 perbons 
i^dpacpoXt^dech wexs ppqualifi.ed.fp.r prac- 
ufiin^in ibo..eccle«iastiic4 ooprtf,, and; that 
oritfaou,t any^Jegislative provision pp the 
. ftihjpct. • l^.bpD. gent.. tUpn advert^. to 
4^^bpoh writt^abyoneof il^.fjivjligps* so 
. Ih^as 19 p^ wiuph a>nlSiin{:d, a passage, 
ibdi in*l764^,4perspp, ip deacr>n> 
bafl af^iep tp v^^hbi^hop, %;ckj^r, 
aipd; v ^4 r^hct^d^ becapae it. wasi mpre 
a|re^|jhlp. to, be dpotor'a praq^sips,; and 
tliuqSafKMtwas. tbat.tp«!y.appfpbpud^^ the 
SMP9 wo^, vcoine tQQ u^proua.if tbfa 
^^psr^ed., Qoptoia. iherefQrp, ap* 
pff^ to djfler o^ ibU^pqipi^,; b^tjthis'wri- 

toranemed tp thinks U 14 . being in, 

o^n was.no obj^tluO.;,biKthi4 ThP r&* 
jacrufe w^bf^se it w^s, n^pte ^repabh; 
to .tho.aictu4, i|jr#cti^P|iirrs, wfip w^re^eip. 
iu’ehciH|i''c^ fha^ sociiqt;^,would t hcco'i^ 

i^ijtys^fVi^Fir nnit^arpi^s. Npw» tfu^ ali 9 tq dMr«as;fc by; 0 !ne of wbich chafters, *t 
W^l^^-studifdatCopqtpd^ papaidnd, tbatvd^ort inoml 

^miQraisaigbt becpnsidcre^^.lD ta:^ 6b,ai^m>oriw^« nesibeF Jnodraace nor- 

t be^^lWle^ of nbstfuctio^ inti^eir odmimoi^i^ iIMb- 


I 


tbaS 

this was tbe case. ThiSi however, was nofr 
.alledged publicly. All^li«t was aliedgedr 
wqa, that the tbin^ was not- agreeable to 
th^practisbg doctors. He badisome other 
tbtugs to state, but a# be bed) taken up the 
time of the Itpuse so tongi. be woukd dmshi 
for she present, trusting t^pt. the-house 
wQidd take up the metter witli th|ts#iiHi8p 
^ness. which Ufi. importmee seeing to de« 
serve,<-«The-bon. gent, then presented tbo 
pctHipOi. which was rea<f at the table. It 
sUijed, ** that the petitioner, Natbaiiiel 
Highmore, doctor apd professor of civil 
and inember p&^sus college. Cam* 
bridge*, was, during ff* years* a student of 
civil law^iu ibp-univer&ity of Cambridge, in 
con&eqpcQCe 0 / which he obtained the do« 
gireeof doKtpivaiid professor of civil law.^ 
and tb4 tm.degfiffe has ever been held, a». 
by.the staiW; and canon law. ordaussdpfia 
qualifjcationjfpr) and as giving a right to exw 
erqise.tbe^wMssum oi, mi ecch^siastical a/i* - 
VDoatein Ih^oiVupf qfVil and'canon-lanK, 
holden, in l^tprs. Gommun^. and which * 
courts arf .pfec{^ under-the adteivistration 
of tVrffifnbisliop of Canterbury ; and that 
r^glitSf, pwvitfge^. and immamtivs of 
the.University of Qaqibrklg&Mre guaranteed 
and sppusad by^ dlwersrreyal: patenXioqjd 
cboFterfy oo^wng-UidCsaBie to its d^a 
^icrentinii^yst. and!to.tbdir:8e«er4.acade« 
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o fl iBw, mhetkmr with or milimtitdo ht 4i|i6ti the tiUe, 


TSmt Mihdmr^Qmtoi «| 
iio 0 , gent. M eot 


the cure oi apulu, the latter of thoiei 

tbept-titioiierooiiGeivet^iiicludiiigtheolllee „ __ 

oi ail eccleiiaetical advocate } and thie, I 0 w| any pmceedmg irateedtetdl)#] 
fether with the other caharters of that leny h would nut be tieciewary 
^rftitytaweoafiimed%anactoftbs tftfaoiygo dt leitgih thto the euneidUFatien «*f N. 
EliaabetlTt abd ilwpelstioner fimber stutei.l He faadwbly 4d Mate, ttiet the pedtkHI tNk 
tbat^aeiiig received from the register oft founded Upon A great moapfn'ehebflDa df 
m said uuw^ity a mtidcate of Boeb hi^fnc^, and a gfMrt bdMptprehenston of legM 


u ihmm 
laftthiiM 


full and couipiete qualifieati&D, be did, 1 
consequence thereof, dnly and regularly 
Obtain (Im fiat of the archbishop of Can 
terbury, in pursuance ot Whtcb bis ghKafx 
res< ript, or commission, appointing him 
to this ecoUtfiasktcar ofiire, was made oat, 
and sealed with the aei^ of tba vicar^gene- 
f al of the province of Umterbury j and that 
having* iK>tWifb»tai)i|lmg such his qualifi- 
eatiott aod bis coi^issiofi, been refused 
adbriNioa, to exercise tbereunder his spi¬ 
ritual and canOmeai protession, and haring 
In vain appealed to the arcbbisbop of 
Canterbury, as also to tbe visitors of the 
college of doctors of law, applying %o his 
grace, and to tba swd visitors, lor ab hear- 
tagofbis case, undYor redress of the in¬ 
jury by him sustaiBed, be'did carry bis suit 
into the court ol ^ng's bencdi, awd did fp* 
ply for a rule to shew cause why a manda- 
mos sltould not 'issue for Ins admissKm: 
which Appiteauoo was however refused by 
die SHMi court, for tbe reason ttwt the peti> 
tKHier bad not been aMe to aw bis right 

ft ft* a -ft 


to be admitted to thw ecaleamstical office, 
on any grcmH4s of wliich that court could 
take cognizance ; and unable ae the peti¬ 
tioner thus was to obtaAt^ in a court of ci¬ 
vil jurisdictioir, ar dMeussion of bit title 
and of h» qualificaMn fsr this spiritual 
office, he applied to tbe arcfkbwhop of Can* 
'terbury for psruiisdion, in a court of spiri¬ 
tual jorispnidence, to plea^bWease, but 
with whiab appkaadon- for mh public 
j^AKVpgkwaw deemed iinadeiMlu to coda 
ply; anwtliat UaslTig been dm excluded 
from tbe exercise of bi» eazional aud cle* 
mal professten, %n the ^mund of his 
hqyiag formerty taiceir the ornrs of uddu- 
couv he the *rbfinBl olgp hcfriag 

to hie caw, been* depa^ved of thw^Oj^pagta- 
uity of ahewiog, hr thp first ptace^ tha 
was dufy ausbeiaaed todives#biaouel^ and 
did«^vest himself, of ^hogl ofdersi and 
•f hia cloneal chmciur teooudly, 
that aMioagh be wew etuitibl^lbigyman, 
be would net tbef^ be dis^alifiedi; and 
4>ereCDtw p«qig^tbe> louse, to im bil 
daw into eowdnotion; atsd giuadlMfn rou 
wt* "nOoffjfr itiwtwi,. dMt m pet^fuNi 


prinnplas^ as apfdiaohle to those >Mtfk 
He did not mean, hcvidTer, to chafgp M 
misapprehension on tbe htna* gent. 

Mr. $miiM auAed, ffafii tbe ulle|ia- < 
Cfons in the petition wete foendOd on tMl 
allegations In an Mfidavit hia^ in sbOMMiA 
of kin^l bpncb.^ 11 ie pqjdlkm um$ thdl 
ovrien^ to lie on tbetable^ 

[OsFicos ta1tt.eaaMoit.] Mt.AaiVM 
ruse to stf^piiti porraOnS id netiae# u Mb 
tion our tbe tafajwt of ghinttng offices ki 
version. If her mi^^assuroe, eMVd be htfs 
fied he mighft, thsttroopmionpl the famiSi 
had undergone uo alteration eW this pohit 
since tlieir late reaelMioir^ he Cbowgbt ft * 
would be gunee cstf i ry for bna le irowuld 
tnem at any great lengfis, As be adgM eJA 
pect an nnaDimows eoficoffeiisein 
positfon which be was abuiSC lo lay helMNI % 
them. It Arodld be waste o# UM fCtfAiafi 
to address tbempM any gretl^M^b, bheS » 
he expected n^ppOAent:yiroi bldfeifftJtfjB h^^ 
heard tbrt jl^ad beeWSOnaised Hm 
ubjeet of^e bill passed by the housw 
against tbe granting of offieSs ta reversiMf. ^ 
trenched on the jest prefogsAive of tlitf 
crown, sod that it smuld be of ad’ jM wr* 
vice to die public in point of eeQAOi&y«'hd 
begged lesne to say u- few words on- ^esd 
tupics.-^With regard- to tbe jJ^rogatiV'e Of 
tbe crown, be waft firmly peTsutaded thsi 
tbe objget of chat bdl teuclM upon k buftp 
\ery little, and cAudd not bU pvbperfyMff 
materially to trench upon ii at all. Tfaerd 
was atftpresent an opp^unitydbr aw undud 
dissipation in that pi^rogatiye; add he wW 
ronvipced thaN it would be more full, bet4 
ter e)tetened, and lUucb mote heneficM, if' 
die granting'O^ offieewm revetifls ri stMwIt 
be rentrained irr ^he manlier -ppiniad owf 
oy the bill. It would oerMfi^ bA nfthep 
strewgcfcpnted than weakened^ for the gratia 
cude persons enterieg upon the wver« 
^jaio% woqkf nathi^slly tM smalY vheiwdiey 
aoiMid)eidd'tliSn& in' some* mqpwire as a vesa 
^d''rijgltt, rather fMn » favour coqftn««9 
sol^y foP MrPicee to tbe pUblio. lliM 
wergjdhiW iostanoes whM tete mverSiDii# 
wdfw hl4^by persons perfectly unfit hlfe. 




p^iou;* iOt CiiA> 


cnl|^re C8pm«Hyia,4be cases dt 
jfsankHis lelibypfiisoosof Aeotfaersex. 
jTbe iDcapjRi^pWASf 'lodeedy mi someciftliA 
^ afid ^ariag^ that no miniaterfi 

.SrouU base ventured to reoommeiid th 
gnwlts in the first instance, without tfa 


witli whm headed^ were-of’Ophifos, that 
ilie boaae «ught not to fesoit to any act, 
which might beftray a diapoaition to usurp 
Itlie legislate fimotions of the other booMi* 
^rfae constitution bad defined the dudes d 
both, and be coutf not coirtribd^ more to 


sn 


danger of creating die'strongest sefsatioo ini the interests of*tmM. hoose, than by con* 
the public mind, and of expoung them*"' ' '■ ' " i ir_:^ 

selves to theseverestanimadversions.—*Bu 
jt had beea said, < that in point of .econo: 
diis jjlject would b^of no advantage to the 
1C* Directly it might not. But qer- 
tainfy the committe^xpected, and he was 
Ito^suaded that the expectation was well 
fiDondedt that the ostotdishment of the 
^rmcifde would, ultim^ly lead to much 
pfacti^. economy. Sereral offices afTorded 
wety huge emolumeiits« while they had no 
^latips ettgched to them. Tbe^committee 
snigbt judge it proper to review these 
and see reason to subject some to 
•sew regulations, and advise the total abo^ 
lition of others. But, if, in the mean time, 
the practice was persisted iu of granting 
these reversions, the labours of t!ie com- 
SD^tee would meet with increased difficul- 
tito; and parUament seeing no prospect of 
f mqy immediate benefit from whatever ar¬ 
rangements tbey.Could propose, might be 
fttoom callows find indifieraot respecting this 
fafa po rtantoj^hct. On theli|Dniiciples, he 
presumed,, the bouse bad am^ed ihe re- 
. solution formerly submitted (oSt o» this 
* sutdect, and on the same principles con¬ 
curred unanimously in the provisionsof tlie 
bill wbicb.be (Mr. Bankes) had the honour 
to cprVy up to .the house of« lords. , What 
the fate of that bill had been^ the house had 
an opportunity of ascertaining from the re¬ 
port o^the committee appointed to examine 
«tbe lords’ Journals, for their proc^dihgs 
upon it. It appeared that it been put 
toa term to ,wb)ch there .was so proba¬ 
bility that this session would -extend, and 
conseguently that it might be considered 
as totally lost ibr the present* Ju order, 
thereiarCf' that no iocoovenience might 
^ as the legislative 

tolsasnca .^sd iaile^ and what, bad before 
hee^ghe prerogative, might now be. con¬ 
ns in (orce, he ^bought it the duty 
Uut bouse to stfidress bu majesty, that 
Wwulfi be’ graciously pleased not to gnujt 
any..ofiipe8 in reversion, till bath houses 


Ae sfibjeet ntosi fully% It wot, on this 
gtound bff iMjnposed to move the 
M might be thought that it wonld ae>De||er 
^hriM in fhh' ‘ 


fining it within its just and natural ifmits* 

It had been suggested to him, therefor 
hat if a bill -were to have been brought in* 
it might appear to be an attempt to do that 
by the single act of that house which 
should be done by the act of the legislature. 
The mode he proposed to adopt was alto¬ 
gether free, from such an objection, and 
there were teveral‘^8tance8 on record, in ^ 
wbicb^ whilst enqui\ies were carried on by 
that bouse, it had aod^ssed bis majesty to 
suspend the exercise oiVertain prerogatives 
until the result of such enquiries should be 
known* With such a view he had framed 
bis motion, and if the house was disposed 
to support the principles when it agreed to 
the resolution last session, and passed the 
bill this session, he was convinced that 
there would be an unanimous concurrence 
in his motion. He then moved, ** that an 
hupible address be presented to bis majes¬ 
ty, that be would be graciously pleased not 
to grant, in any part of his majesty's do¬ 
minions, any office, place^ erppIoyinent,or 
salary, in reversion, or for joint hvet with 
beuetit of survivorship, -until six weeks 
after the commencement of the next ses-^ 
sion of parliament.” Before the question 
was put, he had one observation to make^ 
which he would take the liberty to add by 
way of notice,- naxneW^hat he meant, in 
an early period of iwKt' session, to move 
for leave to brlhg in a similar bill to that 
which bad passed that bouse this scssioDi 
—^0 theVucstion beihg put, 

. The HclikJ,4V.' Ward said it was not hit 
Uitentiootowterupon any longdisggASiOB^t,^,. 
present, aiidm now only*rose toexpresatbat 
surprise aoc»egret which he could not help 
feeling atthp fesult oKbd eitqui^ of the 
cdhnmittee which had'-beeD*appoiDted^^to * 
exatpineto/JoumaliroftfaqloNs. relative 
to Uniir*proceedingB upon the lleversioif 
From this it appeared^ that that im^ 
^rtant bill-bad btM'rejected. But be 
could not helpMhg* very much suTorised 
at this, becawie it wast en unotnaf thdff 


gbould have afi opportunity of oonsideringJ that a bill wach bad metwith eg very sleiK 


derail opposttha {n< 


* iOMto none, 
feral ^fwters of the' BRsf,|—i 


frM 

^|...wbicfa'had. 
met -wftbywo eppositkm' ii&tbat house,' 
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an oti}«et ao peculiarlgf peccMary ii^ 4 lie| ofttw [h au te aa on» wfco, Kroykeen a^ 
present circnmBtanees of- the coaatiJ^^^'WffhM-'eye'sat fttattiitf the bopea 
should be rejecitsd in the ether bouse. It reTcnioos to tdmseift jail bi^ 

was a aatgect of veiy great regret, too, dependents—[bear!-bearfj^r a-peiMf 
With hinit both on account of the failure of wbose delight was to bunt after that Spm 
a moH in^ortant objdk. and also on ac- cies of property called by the ehrilians'M 
count of uie indicatioii Mat was manileBted "kereditati^ In that house of 

of alvant of disposiiion in tbe other house liament* which consisted of 400 membe^ . 
to ce-operaCe,with tbe house of comntonE it was qoite ridiculousto suppose ^at oiffy 
in reatrauiiag the undue eapenditnre of th^V^ were prcisent at tbe ingloiious and ia^ 


public money. Of course, tbe house could 
know oothiug of the detail of the proceed¬ 
ings in the other house on that bill; and, if 
it could be known by any indirect means, 
it would, of course* b^rregular to allude 
to It here. But, oo4lnu*t peturully sup 
pose that it was mattpely considered and 
amply debated in a house [hear, bear]; 
that tbe whole proc&dings were Conducted 
with that gravity and serious deliberation 
which tbe importance of the case required, 
that all the ministers of tbe crown attended 
in their places, [hear, hear,J as it was 
their duty *to do, in order manfully and 
openly to oppose the bill, if they thought 
it HU improper one, or to support it with 
all their strength, if they were of a contra¬ 
ry opinion I It must at least be supposed, 

• tliat it tbe house was not so full as it might 
he, their lordships. Out of respect to their 
owu (iharacier, and a doe regard te the 
unanimous opinion of the house of com¬ 
mons, wolld bavecoiiseiited to an adjourn¬ 
ment of the debate on the bill fur a short 
time, in order toasnable those who might 
be absent to attend their duty ! . [hear, 
hear!] it must be supposed that the dis- 
cubsiun on soimporb|nC a bill was uot dis¬ 
graced by an enip^r bouse, lest there 
%uuld be an appear^ce of gross neglect, 

^^sufferahle insolence, or some motives of 
a worse description 1 Of cooiW tbe com¬ 
mons could uot be supposed tc^Anow who 
pgOj^^ped (be rejection of t 
whom that motioA of rejee 
ported. But they might be 
that U couid uot have be%n 

* wb^ was himself in the posse 

vt rstonarv/^fiice of* great _, 

I hear*, hear! ] They might biS*KKw;md 
K was utterly Idipossih^ that the ni(.>tioi^f;| 
r^^ctiuB could nc^'ibave been supponed 
by iag'rsuo who was ilfeaady with 

tliT spoils and plunder of th^gpuBtrybv 
'4 nerstm loqdect oitb.reversdw tbsee deep 

iami^r' e]||iMy. Far mss could lu 
suppose, that jtl|AEitsap-h>r its rcy/ctioiT 
shtmld be seconded by ;auot4ie)c. pJwiou, 


decent rejection of this bul. He insisted* 
tbgt notwithstanding tlie ^voke of tbe aris* 
tocracy, tbe bouse oA:oinRioBS; 8 bould dfsM ^ 
charge its duty to tbe couutiy^^d adopt 



knll, orb% 
wSs sup- 
illy assured 
person 
lou tk a re- 
lolument. 


tC mode to pretent any thing 
occurring. He hoped tbalj^e 
persevere, and bring fbrward a simdar 61 % 
session after session, until they continced 
the house gf lords, that She people an#0i# 
commons of Engladd were not to be traoH 
pled upon. * 

* The QhanctUor efSke Escheq^er did not' 
feel any objection to the motion of his hoD* 
friend, and had risen Only in conseqaence 
of what had fallen frohi tbe hon. gent wh^ 
had just sat down, to state why he did Mw , 
object to the present motion, and Hie 
grouifds of the conduct which he hddob^ n 
served with respect to this roeasare, ^hen^ 
it bad been beijw in its pi^rM thitwglf^ 
that house. be th OOght tfa^.tli^ 

more neces^R^ after the idgenioas«coune 
wbiclb th^uon. gent, -who had Just sag'^ 
down 'had taken, by which, *in a way cer- ^ 
tafniy perfectly parliameBtaiy,* he con-i 
trived to throw out the severest animad* 
versions bn the servants of the crowns Tbe 
reason for tbe non-attendance of tbe rn^ds-' 
ers of the crown probably thgt th^ 
had not thought the bill of such impoftanba 
as nece|Barily to require their atteadance/ii^ 
Two opinions seediest to prevail respectinjg'' 
the importance of the bill. Some thought 
It of vast importance, with a view to pur^ 
poses i^csconomy, while others consider-' 
ed it ^>rB]idable, as trenching on tbe pi«-' 
rogative of tbe crown. la neither of these' 
pinions did be enneur. He thought ^eiW'- 
was nothing m it that nmlnhsllg trenched* 
m the prerogative of the crown^ 'for he' 
('onsidered it as a matter of nke calcwddn,^ 
'whethef it increased ordiminishcd'*th«re-* 
rqgative. If it diiaimslied it iu one view, it 
certainly mcreltied it in another;aD4 wbere^" 
' 4 he matterivas so nicely balanced, het^d not 
tfainkitbsrecould be any reasonable grounds' 
^lor wising Hiat th» prefogathre coul^'' 
he meU^ahy trenched upon. As 
the 1^^ 


fklill ?A%L*DEBA1^S» Mh (tiA 

oaly Tpffurd^^WBi ui tlie mvm lhathad be6D|h»^jiii6ction with ivliou }» had Uamlf ^ 
•lawd kiy bUiboa. friend (JMfm Bankve)^uraipn to be proud* bodoo ibti aod^uoiy 
eini>e in ^ be saved another oceasiooeierdted lus own jodgiaeal 

'oflinicec. But It ought to be I with a Tiev to tbe pvblic interest. Ikw ^ 

'thing could be more unfiKinded or ildicu* G 
leas tima Uie staMbcnt, not that be bad ^ 
heard in that hom^ but thathiftl reached 
biseeri Irom another quarter* that, laltrad 
oi nnastuily opposing tbs maattues tbeme 


the reward'of^n^iues. Bet it ought to be 
xet ollened, that this method ol* revenions 
Was the b^t way of making proviiAon k>r 
thg iamilwa of meiitorious servauteof tb« 
pi^ici without unppsing any new burtbahi 
n»tbe public* it waaonceamodeof pro-, 
viding'lor iord cliaocellors* to whom, IbifMves, »ia»ten«had sent others down ta 


lattapce* the revertiOQ ot ateilerahipoi| 
ike exchequer aught be granted, inatrad vi 
w^tfae provittOB now i# um in aurU ceiec* 
Oo the one mde. tberehuv, be thought 
these wad||||gse^ advaetage to be expect¬ 
ed from WniiB hi point of economy, and 
ap the Q^r be* law ao reason to fear aay 
dsinav to the prerogative of the csowo* If 
B wgp asaqiBed, that this waa a measure ot 
great ia^Mortaace, oa one hand, in point 
oi ecouomy, or oo the other wmh a view 
he na Hifrii^^macat on the prerogative, if 
certaialy ny^t be considered as the duty 
f of the nuukters oh the crown to attend. 
But those who ndodM neither of tbern 
bpMnona, wonld cnerse net at if they 
OOMidasWl it as a metier of no uncommon 
. intffraati When, tberefere, hm hoiu friend 
^ bad propaaed ttW mta&nre, he had not 
'^Hbow^ 1 ^ ndhesaan^ to .qnposc it, but at 
the sasm tinibbe did net^^rd It m that 
* gren^nd dnowroble light inwJ^b it had 
. appeared to etbern The hosk^eat^over 
' the Wi^v had expressed his surprise at the 
yyctifUiof tha^bdl, bathe sew no reason 
mby hn ahonid be suvprisf^d at the exercise 
of iifl* ri^ds by any bratichoof tbc legicln* 
tHM. k wws tba of tbe other house, 
tmdmihhadlf^ to reject or approve, and 
untibing could be mere pseyisdicial to tbia 
lieuM^theo touesunm a dictating au|honty, 
add toaiteiBpt to dq*hy dnows tSet wlwfl 
qsubtanhp ha propcHif d«»na hy anactoi 
tfaakgWktope*. Anto tbe dtsgrmx hripidsd 
shft hom' member, for ibo maaoer in 
vsi^b the p i e as o ra had beca. iispoaed of 
in aiaa^ae*pfeac^ be sh o nl d leswe ikmk to 
athpd m daaida. Bat cortMlyiKr person 
rnuhihs pmi iimsti miied dksacba qnes- 
friaw»»tbmfcoaa who cigoyadaaodiarthak 
bad diaaiii ml upon biiik 19 • sr vcr da uaaf r 
prafe Ua bad n^er a ad wt sodSbas u 
wun^aeiMBiiipUlMNa mdepEure surfepef- 
of ibeir lafiicaa, aad ba'ww t b f s dBwo 


trject it. If that atnieaientbad amde any 
impresNOD eitbei* there or in tbe country* 
be was glad to take that opportunity of ro* 
movingit. fberewnsDO candidmiodthat 
would not aTlow, that Itf be were to be ac« 
tUHted by such feMogSr be could* nevrr 
have sefectad a person lor tbe pitf« 
poee, than one so B^ly connected witb 
faim as Uw peteou thM had been elhidod 
to. He wee ready, bowever, distinctly to 
slate* that he certainly bed known that it 
was tbe udention of that person to oppoea 
tbe ine<mure, on- what appeased to kian 
gicat eDOstitational grounds oV cigectioa* 
Tbiebe bml known from a convcnatioia 
whicb be bad mXh tbsi person on tbe sub¬ 
ject, in wlacb tbal person bad expressed 
surprise that he bod sufrered tbe measore 
to pass that bouse wilfaeal opposition* 
Bat, if be could not produce any ebango 
iu tbttt person's opinioa, so nesLbev bad 
any bcun efredted in bis own, nod he ad¬ 
mitted that be had felt suxpvisa it the ao 
tire opposition made to the mrasnre frean 
that quarter. Notfasa^^cDi^ befeetber 
from his tbougbts than to induenco auy 
person on the ani ig a ct ; so fer from it, dniiC 
lie had aseosed fade bon* frtead in a comxao 
tiicai'Bon which be had nnsb bun since, that 
wheClicr hr sfaoald faring forwacd his mo* 
tioo for aa addrvm or not, no act on tba> 
{>«pk of hilbmi^ty'i gawmnamnt would br 
reaaftad td^ IlmicoiM wterferr wnb hm 

t^ present — 

Ipvea 'ma bon* tiaeiad bin 
eaan i* hr sbonlid Dotbnng 
Ox^ the pnadiBC of grans- 
TOon* sboald be dsmqp-' 
thr sub^t abix^ ccom 
ugni* bafonr the cunsideraisao of par- 

pofimrtL U the 9 s< i o % bowmr, mp>4 
amawd to h»oC «ii to mtaafesa vufe tbw 

oi^thi^ 


yiawt; 
bsongbl, 
sasacaoci 
forward tof 
lagpims 
tinned 




jjost 

lagisliiratti. ImahontobmiamMSed bte 

to nfeantneoMairev w4y pmtotoadthatjMtotoptoMtobimtobnwK ansuabeba^ I 

jneter, be gtoraitbii 


pvrsoas cnM|mntbiin riiirtwffeto nfsig tba 
/ppesal quead^Hrrim kadividnal^ nafom 


„ tox^Bsaamme.-.---- 

IWbrnaing whabhial ihllawfraai sbeoban^ 
feaaBfto # |ito* aa sh i t iiihi 



• • * 

• 

aonring rec» l T < d a letter from bis cdWIg^comaiiUeoof fineacc/to ebciiiilK* The doke 
taente cm tbo luh^t now be fo r e iwp ^rf^Bedfordf then lord litmimaf ot Irtilandt 
lK)ua» requesting iuin to give to streo being influenced by the^ame epiftt o€ 
Buaiis ap^ort a tbeavnrel of to economy which actuated thh Mnds<>f hip 

afoai biil; and indeetf \tofe^og ww geaa* majcs^'acuiifadeiiiud adetseni in ihiecudls^ 
tothfmabDat*tbe wfamooantry. tiy, .w^d hare abolished the cfgGe if rt 

Lgr(l.nwvP«ayeepvetodtoddfeseDce hedboed ia to power so to d»; baf^ frd 
mepaioa ftrum the s^fat bcm. the cbaa- found on enqury, that arcwerbino wa eof 
eeUcr of tlfo*eicbeqncnv a to the import Ip^ ^ 

tfk\ ^ 


lanc^ ot the biU to wbieb the moltoo ton 
beioro to bcwm referred., Itot right bon. 
gent, van of cfiimoo^ that it waa a matter 
of extreme doubU etokfaer tbe presog^^iw 
o( to ccQiva le c ewecl any additknei 
nimigtK or was dimjtoHed by tbe pro- 
viskna^tkat bill; aim also, wbetorcon* 
aidefed ee a matter cTfpabbc economyf it 
aeaetobe coeeideracfto beiog adeantagim^ 
or disadnwtagoouB to to iaaercstaof to 
pcibto. la foct, tot right bon. geat. 
thought it to be so uniiiipertBitt, that he 
ena satber mrltod to beliere tot be did 
not attood hie pUcc in that hoqge, on 
to dtorens ducusaioas which took piace 
upon to sut^eet. Now, be (lord H. Petty) 
was of a very opposite opimon ^ he did coow 
oeive that two most rniportaat principles 
ware involved to to cousidaiwtion of that 
^ qi]e*»tion. Wxia it not, in tbe first pfoce, 
of sonth impottance, that peieonoc^^abi* 
Iky hboald b% appoiumd to fol diOerent of- 
foes in Ihe service of the pubkc; and 
was It not of adme importance alee, that 
the legislature should proi^de that bia ma¬ 
jesty should *not ^ deprtqgd> o£ to fair 
exercise of his prerogative, in selecting 
such only us he ibougbt qualified to fill the 
ofhces? This powe^ tlfo procticeof grant¬ 
ing places in peversioa might deorive him 
m many iosCtuiceSk Andiln^ the second 
^dce, was it not of pome conti'darable im¬ 
portance, asitfa B view to publiMconomy 
that if at any parttcufar "tim an ofifoi^ 
should be»declarecl to<be usajmwitb re-^ 
apect to public service, and sjlph ought 
to be abolished, was it no{ ov sdme ver> 
^material *im^irtancp, that if mould be \p 
tbmpower o^nie serv^uts of t^ crown to 
uboluh to limoe upon the office benpming 
vacant} There was, for instanoe, 
that oociurred last yea^ in which it Would 
have been well if to m^pfure, w4iich was 
tbgpappfcen of, had been'm long Enforce, 
as that plaees wdfe entirelV^m os tbe 
I death of'tbe*preaent Occupatitd Tfte place | 
f of Customer ot tb^lifort of Dobiln beeameJ 
vacant by tbe dea^ of tbe like officei(who 
fiHed that plaee^ That was- one ofVhe 
places whic^ it was lecomtnendcd by 


that case kft for him fo do; be took e .rO 
that during Iwe adaiiaKfratton of the ftfowd 
oflretod, no reversigtoy foierest ofihiil* 
sttwatioa should be gnstod^ The rigH 
boo. gpot., stMOdy wdtlr to 

pfovetice to what was soppesfd to baae poto 
ed rndhetorpiare, tb«ta^|y|el!ord, dto 
already poesesaed a lOvmiosloi^ lotecnei!^ 
wigbe be considered oye of themMfy 
persoweto i psik wpow tbe subject. 
to mto Md this case, to right iioir. gmc.- 
sboold at leant hose proved, tot « persotr 
Jihsueb o sitniHMm meet be cohipletely ww 
tisAtdtjiat to measure of bis deuresiwust 
of coarse be fud. Until be Hid this, wfaiclv 
would be extreinely«dfflicuk for him to do, 
iio csMridaot support his propnsitioa. Uow 
formnamly, howevOTi forhis argameei, am 
mstance was gtaneed at in the course of ihef 
debtos in which the pmoaBUudod to had^ 
two- revrrsioMj^mlerests; and it natureKf 
ly followedwhere tigs strong desiro 
I for eme]iiiwr*it was manifested, the persum 
*might* very probably be ready to accept qr 
third, or would even hava no Qjiyectnm to 
tbe arceptance of a fourth for hioHtelt or 
some branch o( his fauiily. fri ever> ^itftf 
of view in which be could considci* the «ui>a" 
ject, he thought it to be such as desejvedl. 
his utmost apprdbation, and* from'every*' 
additional disrubsiun that it uuderwent, hw* 
was strAigtoned vi bis foimer opimoits on 
thiS'Subject. The house had itself declared 
Its opinion almost uiiaoimoosly, they bad 
done dhat they conceived to be essential 
to the public interest, and he hoped thaV 
that hduse, the great inquest^of the nation, 
would continue to proclaim its ^pnnua 
with ail tbe weight which it carried with it, 
to the other branch of the legtbfature, to* 
,rfae orowR, and to tbe country, lu the must* 
firm and dignified maapqr. He boped^hat' 
to other house might by next sessiosb 
pdHUlnent, view tbe subject in q mortf 
favopipble light, and that then the bill^ 
Aould tioyfr abetter tato. 

SififoAJiSsfovjgAfoweditlQ his country, to 
his omtituents, and to himself, to dediarif 
to full aljd^tire cencurreDoe ic ttomo-i< 
l^ioB ^to arid be £Sdfo gbt 
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tod of in tbt 
Mr.llW 


ite^l^Wd btett4ii^oJ£i^^ whieb Iwppnned to etcaxie iIm 

^ ■> . 'ft_ ^M.1 jIj^ Wl-^1 JIO 4 a^m* 


lio^sb*. 
ohaened, ibst tht right 


ftot. ib# ohaoceUorof tht exobequer 


[Boticc Hi btirbav. fl^d .<Mr« Wmx4) ; ^ 
^.tt#n mttter of'cstftine s&ptue;' if 
-y -Jirfd bt poattbin tiwt the kwd ’dl idD et l y 
*■ *i^^®**^ p<wirt oli vbo delivtnednbe'apdedi nadbe DtM 
jji^ goip.^tt.ia»>bicb at had bcftrt b tt p lof bia majtaty, in which Che labom^i^ tbo 
^IhiptR oIt'. He gave his support to thiM committee ol* finante were moat gracwua^ 

m order that the buBinesuC|nOlioed ;; if h were poasiUenltat dm mm 
^ yrnmont dii^vt tot, interne ittf* tliellord ^anceilor chuld afterwards ever have 
ft IW fdto Nrf the Goma^^ltee of doaoce^ Now^ thought of opposing the first frnita of their 
fc ^ Mftgypgared certmE^'to throw some new iabouN which waa brought before him ia 
qp^topoo thewhjecC; ft was to him mat* the^^roa.of a kmalative- proceeding* It 
^ofijdbniiaCk>n»mtlia«it?iM:eofhisma- w«&d aJeo be to him g ma^ of extrtqiN 
piMBCbOHOwtera bereta^ on tbia^ dinary surprise* ahould be told that a 
wdsld MthenJMive inclined him to noble lorc4 who cobid not certainly be a 
Miaaep tbi^^ynerp.i»liber av«raeCo tSe atrai^ to oeSctal prnoeedings* uking up 
tf. ft-b^'OQlbeen iorjthe nords a p^ier* and on low^g at it* expressed 
Jftfta.4^ ,ftio| ft.vapeech, bis gurprise mostiooocently. saying, ** Ob 
T JOnlMWatio D of the dear; so the reveniou bill has been r^ec* 


^ Then#Vitidttbeae ap-jted in the lords !*' If be should happen to 
parMt • ioGdOsUteocies befefffi them, be I be informed of such circumstances, he 
• to^briog to tl»e r^lec^jmpst qpnfess that beshould bee good deal 

boiiae, jftvt jbe only' maa^ I surprized. But tlieo, some said that the 
rocojsmiencied by. dbej measure would treucbon the royal prero* 
to be put iaUi execm fgative,. and therefore it was objectionable. 
Hgp^m ther phich pdsaeditliatbommiu Now, he did not hesitate to say, that with 
r“?? xloeh wap afterwards him an objection of ibaUort had very little 

house; It was reported weight, as he was deeidetfiy of opink>D, 
.... i nU Ms inaja(|jjj |4 muHsters who I that in many instances tibe prerogative of 
b?Jod|[ed to houpejipr^dh^Dt present | the crown, inasmuch as it obtained ia- 
^".^aioqmmg.fi^an^dtl&« 4 ghthun.[fiuence. ought to be dirainisheij. ^Sollle 
, .^?hanceUQr^f j^€*cbsqu«r^.c;$]Hi(fesedreenilemen, however, took.it in another 

he J view, and taiketl of coercing the other 
diapqsijoos Uiat tyok ^pjace i bouse of pariig|ae&t. TBis sms what could 
Mtl^anbj^U^ Put DOW t^t .the rightiDOt bear a serious answer^to talk of coer* 

happen to be his place Icing them wm ridkuipiM. But so much 
wo^g^esubjectwas mentioned, Jbeshouidj would be s|i^^ that jt jpap the acknowled* 
Olive .tbqiqth^t would have been more na* | ged rigb^j^ duty of the house of commons* 
It^al fur him^tQ have defended the measure I to. gim 7 d/%b%,public purse; and that, as 
hg^ the ppnciple iuelf, onJhe same ground j guardiMs frfM public purse, they ought,' 
j^t.it might be suppoked to have been j:u*Jto a MasuW bh financ^ which was pccuU^ 
Mmmended in the speech from the tbrohe* UrW |^ir wylhce; | 6 ^rseveitt until they 
Hqweyer, a^ the same timehennftt de-|^gbt^pQSsft^ g^k^thnouvinccs^eoClicr^ 
^e, ^a( he most cordially agreed witbjhpupp qf the Zrengtb and propriety of their 
the rw|t bon* gent,, that if there badbeeo I arguments* JWe should glad, if it were 

lyce^^a trick m the business; il | possible, thaw resolution should be fea|Ded, 
theFe,hf|^, ^n any thing of« msuggcuiem|e^essive 0 /whajtappearedfqbe nsar 

the matter, the tioMe relation of that | nimous^pinion of the Bouse A this sub* 
* 2 -^» hoD. g!tot. was, ofauotherp.tliempstljeck^at it should be carried up to thp 
"-"“l^rBon. ^ select for giving j^fae I house of Iqrds, imd. shat Umir lordshms 
jMy kind of secret opposition in j should then be ,c^d ftppn deliberately tp, 
pUfe. But the right, hon. | express ^he^ o{Utnim on it.*-The 

^ ^ ^ was thbaimittf^ 

jift-aa^ater measures that it i^.bgr^I^ fwits, caiTihd, i|m, coa.; and it wws ordered. (| 
his attention; bpwswer, ft I the aafUess.sbouldte presented to tus ' 
bon* friend (Mr«*B^kes> when.^^ft^Id I niiyem by suck members of that house as- 
«»iypon ^for^glfgnid are amabem of his puije^y^s. privy! 


— a. 


PAlUL~aEBAm;'- 

‘‘[OESEaAt. STAt« OF AFFAIRsO*^Qjlc*>*^%--r‘^^*P^‘‘^M^ ’^^ 
the motion, that this, honae at iu 8*^ *®**.«»w*i*y 


do adjourn to Thurdday tiexty 

MuJVkitbreadTOM* He obBerv«|^U»fcAii 
country being at present earrouniM by the 
most gto^y prospect^btch perhaps eirer 
ofiergd to any nation,* evebts were not un¬ 
likely to occur which might induce irreme¬ 
diable distils, if the utmost vigour and 
vigilance were not employed by all the dh» 
purtments of the state to avert the evils 
that menaced us. In such a crisis, of 
course, be deprecated the prorogation of 
parliament; pregnant, u the ’ crisis was, 
witli events which migbdTCnder it peculiar¬ 
ly desirable for prudem ministers to resort 
to parliament for advifTa. He hoped; there¬ 
fore, it was not intended by ministers to 
advise his m^esty to prorogue parliament 
on Friday next, as rumour stated. Among 
the causes of gloom and alarm which this 
country at present witnessed, the hou. geut. 
noticed tbe^tate of our relations witlgs par¬ 
ticular power—he meant Turkey; with re* 
gard to which, that house uud the country 
were really unable precisely to decide whe- 
ther we were at peace, or whether we were 
ut war. An ambassador had been appoint¬ 
ed to that state, and yet what was the na- 


mation, was with tegaid to^merica 
ther communication had bmn made by ^ 
American government upon the subj^df 
a recent event on the American coast; 
whetbe^aoy atepa bad been taken by 
ters in conaequence of such commuDk^.; 
tion ? This was a question with mgtfd 10 
whiA the counfa^ f^t e^treiaely iotereit* 
ed, and partitularl^ta to the prSbable 
reaolt. These weqg the two importtPOtw. 
points upon wbidi betfaeught itbiado1|y- 
to apply to miQistem &r iuformation, not 
only for the satisfactioa of that bouaCf but ' 
of tbtf country. But with r^ard to tfaa^ 
l^oposed prorogation, the bon. gent.raU^ 
the attention of aniiiitt^ to o£er b 
tant conaMarationa, which appeared vbyti 
strongly to fahM that proc^wg so eur^ 
^ was expected. Acc^ix^ to the co^i- 
tious of the Pmsaxan treaty, itVoa at^^aihi- 
ted that our commerce should be excluded 
from all the ports eebject to that poweiv 
and it was understood thoi, in conpHlaencd. 
of that stipulation, a large expedHioa 
been, tent out, with an object tm vievr 
which exposed ua to the liability ed having 
a new enemy. The proBObili^ eano m 


tore of our connexion with it, or oux fa- such an event f-ught, in his opinion, dtenf- 
ture prospeat regarding it, was quite un- ly to impress upcm the mieds of niinisten, 
certain. sBut he did not propose to pres^ the imuppi^aty of proroguing parhameh^ 


any embarrassing questions upon his ma-j 
jesty’s miuisters as to this topic. There were,' 
however, other ^points ui>on which he was 
anxious, iu common with the country at 
large, to receive all the information which 
ministers could consistently affiord. The first 
and dust important was with respect to the 
^^us&ian treaty. In thaCtreaty be observed 
an article speci6calLy referring to tbe me¬ 
diation of Russia between t|)is countiy and, 
France. Now, he wished to ku&w whether 
any direet communication bad been re¬ 
ceived from the court of Fetersburgh, in 
consequence of th^ articleil ^At tbe same 
• time, he could not help ol^rving, that 
ihdre was sojsiethiiig m the present juncture 
peculiarly /avourable for the restoratibn of 
peace upon honourable terms, if ministers 
dexterously availed tli^mseWesof it, Think¬ 
ing so, be strongly teconsmended ministers 
tCM^Mpt tl^propqiial 6f negociation; and, 
I if tb^ woura janter upon itm spirit of 
A peace, he had no doubt tfaat*it would ter- 
f ulnate in the establisbroent of tbarinvtp> 
luable blessing ^ but if ministers preceded 
upon a differens spirit, be had serious Years 
that it wouid lead to great and piggnlnent 
Voi. IX. 


particukrlyas that probabitity roust, in-^ * 
nature of things, be so soon determineiL 
While the result of^such a proceeding wsia 
suspended, aed with a jnst impresfion^^f . 
the consequences, should the result Wuo- 
favourable, it wouid obviously be wih^^ 
any ministers to*keep parliament together, 
in order that they might oacasioually 
sort t(f the aid of ity counsel. But, there 
were many other reasons which should iitt- ^ 
press this advice upon ministers. Amon^-' 
others* the incidents which* might arise * 
either out of a negociation for peace, or g 
contihiiaiice of war—»tbe consequeniCef 
which might result from tbe staM of out < 
present relatiftns with AmericOi and from 
tbe nature of our prospects with oibei* . 
powers ; all of which it migbl^fie 
and n^essary immedialely to commimttlgllR 
to parliament, enforced the propriste' w 
postponing tile prorogation. But,aa(iilief^^ 

I and a forcible reason for such postpone^ 
*ment, was suggested by the present alarm¬ 
ing situation of our« Weat-Iydia tradtf, ^ 
thrO^irwhich we were likely to hawe 
considerable a portion of our revAie?'* cut 
off, y;d with regard 40 which, intmodiaic '' 

4p. . 
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iie^iBberrogatory oftbe hon. gent, alluded 
: iiowt upon this point, 1 can 
have no difficulty ia coamiunicating to tfie 
bouw aa^ito the public, the fullest informa- 
don in power; a^ X am peculiarly 
glad of tbe opportunity which the* hon. 
gent has afford^ me bf-so doing. But Jt>e- 
hfore I enter into tbe* transaction to which 
the bon. member's question ihcfre particu¬ 
larly refers, I beg io state, that any circum- 
atances which may have occurred with re¬ 
gard to America, can, infno degree, have 
arisen out of the conduct of his present mi¬ 
nisters. For this teasoa^ thaefinding upon 
their accession th'^^ce, certain relations 
subsisting between »is country and Ame- - 
rica—finding a treaty^nding, though not 
yet ratified, and the puolic faith of this 
country solemnly pledged—they felt no 
duty so sacred.—they saw no line so clear, 
tas not to interfere with the course of these 
relations ; but to proceed according to the 
inipulsggiven by their predecessfjrs. What¬ 
ever our own feelings were upon the merits of 
the measure, we felt 'it our duty, and 
formed our resolution, to give the fullest 
efiect to tbe stipulapons of Uie treaty which 
our predecessors had concluded; such, in 
fact, both collectively and individually, was 
our determined purpose. Under these 
considerations* I can assure the houa^ that 
po alteration whatever was made in the 
course pursued ^ by our predecessors— 
nothing whatever was done that could bear 
on their treaty, or the objects they bad in 
view. No new instructions whatever were 
sent to our ministerat tbe American court; 
and as to our naval forceoff tbe American 
coast, they had precisely the same orders 
as those which prevailed under our prede*^, 
cesBors. Upon the conduct of that lorce, 

I cannot as ye{ attempt to pronounce an 
opinion. Until a recent transaction shall 
be enquired into, and ihe fullesteuid most 
accurate examination shall take place, it 
would be premature to decide upon it. 
But, whatever the conduct «uf this naval 
force, or the nature u&tbis particular traffs- 
actioh may have been, the present minis¬ 
ters are no more responsible for it than 
as the represenLatives of'the government. 
In the present stage of the hubiness, 1 have 
liotliing more tp say Upop th^jttestinn but 
to add, tbat*(ne Britisii gqjjlKncnt have 
not received! either throu^^lts minister 
lA ilid American court, or through the 
Amec^an ambassador ber£, * any official 
con:u|nunicaiion whatever eei&tive to tbe 
traMao^HpM alluded to by the«hOD. gent; 


pijhytdiuy ought ttf eonne takWliduin by 
pnmMsenc. Um^anthewcueanatances, 
thft bon. gent, eneased his hope and srids, 
that mioistert wdald not attempt to counsel 
bis' ms^csty to' prorogue the parliament so 
sQcm as was leported. 

Jttr. Cmmng rose, and spoke to tbe Iq 4 - 
IftaiWg effectI do not rise, sir, for the 
pblFpr^l%ef offering any argument to justify 
th« exercise of to nimesty's prerogative, 
^Mlh r^rd to the prorogation of parlia- 
tattMt, or to state the reasons which may 
imihtenca his eervaotsin the tounsels which 

V' 

they may deem it adtiaable /o offer upon 
^ such a subject. Any attempt at that sort 
ofjttitificatioQ is,%sxarding to my Judge- 
nmty'ia the present instance, totally un- 
oepessary. But 1 rjse to make such replies 
to ebe bon,'member's qitetiiona^aa' 1 feel 
cefenistent vithmy public doty; and 1 am 
happy that 1 do‘f^ enabled to afford a full 
niEiswer upon \hose points to which the hon. 
gent, appears tO attach the most impor¬ 
tance; FsHt, then, as to Russia ; the hon. 
gent.'s interrogatory is—si^hetheraiiy direct 
oeanxiuoication has been received from the 
coortof St. Petersburgh, conformably.to a 
cactain article in tbe treaty recently con- 
clada!d''bet'«eeiP%faat county and France 
Uhdo^tedly, a direct communication has 
been n^iv^fropi tbe Russian court, by his 
nnyestv's government,containing ap>^^r of 
• ffs^Ution between^this country and'Frknce. 
Hot,! think it right, at tbe same time to 
state that thiscommunication was unaccom¬ 
panied by any copy of tbe treaty lately con- 
clod^, urvany.of its conditions—but speci- 
fieimyiiot the article alluded to by the hon 
member. This communication was recei¬ 
ved on the Sdiiof this inontb, and at that 
time bis majesty's mimstors had no *know- 
ledge whatever of the terms of the Russian 
prernty ; but least of all of a certain article 
, in that treaty# Nor had they, indeed, any 
isteiligeuce upon tbe subject, until they re- 
caived it Uirougb the same medium as that 
u arhicb conveyed it to the public, namely, a 
French newspaper. Under fliese circuni. 
. stances, niinisters received the communica- 
tftoi have^ncntioned from Russia, and to 
owminuuicAiiue.dhuy retuniedf what 

* ,ja:>suc^<a suteof things must have beei^ ex¬ 
pected, only a conditional aiAwoe. Whm 

* the nature of timt answer was, tbe hon. 
gent.. will not ask me to state ; but 1 can 

^ ateure bim, that the answer of ministerB 
given ill the most pcrlect igaopw^of 
the Rutatan treaty, and particu>arl|r of the 
^rticlp alluded to by^the hon^gent.— 
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Ministers received the first autbeptjf; ac¬ 
count of this affair through the ‘Amerl&l||Jbut diacUinied any 
newspapers, transmitled by our roinisitipi^‘ 
which contained the president’s nrod^ma- 
tion, and in consequence of tlApdidica- 
tion I thought it niy duty, no latef^ th^n 
this day? to enquire/)f the American ain- 
basAdor, whether he had any official com* 
tnunicatioiafcom his government to make 
upon the subject ;^ut was answered in tiie 
negative. In such circumsUnces, of course, 
ministers have no communication to make 
to parliament on this topic.—Upon these 
two points, with regard to vyhich the hon. 
gent, professed to \>e opiglcularly anxious, 

J have endeavoured as fully and 

satisfactorily as niy duty enabled me to do. 

With respect to the other points to which 
the hoD. gent, n'ferred, the house must 
feel that it would be impossible for me, 
consistently, to state nny thing with regard 
to the measures which he supposes nqni* 
strrs to have taken in consequence of the 
Prussian Treaty with Prance, or Ss to the 
object of the expedition which government 
has lately sent out; particularly us no in¬ 
telligence has us yet be<*n received from 
that expedition. Upon another subject of 
the hon. gent.'s allusion, I mean I’urkey, 

I shall only repeat the words of his niajes* 
ty's speech^ at the commencenient*or the 
session^ namely, ** that his majesty has 


(qtte^oosb^Mtbo 



it h\s duty loaolt^ 
iowimogatb 

the right hon. tbose 

which he could not be cone^tenjdy es^tecj^ 
to answer—he meant particularly 
sped to the destination of the eapeditiem* 
With rggard to bis majesty’s prerqgativi||^^ 
jNTorogue parliament, be bad no intei 
whatever to question It. But at the, i 
time he must repeat, that the exercise ^ 
it in this instance, midcrthe circungistanjCes 
which he had stated, would &e extremelly . 
ill advised.—^The ^tion, that the houtfe ^ 
should at its rising adjourn till Thursday, 
was then agr^d to. 


taken such meiibures, as may best cndb 4 e 
him to take advantage«of any favourable 
opportunity for« bringing the hosiiUiies in 
which he is engaged against the Sublime] 
Porte, to a conclusion, consistent with 
hts majesty’s honour aud the interests of 
Ills ally.'’—The right hon# gent, observed, 
that he had conununicaled as fully upon all 
* tiie points advene.! to by the hon. gent, as 
he was enabled to do coi^isteully with his 
duly. Having no officin communication 
to tnak^to parliament; sceiiig no probabi- 
hty «>r an event that should render an im¬ 
mediate coiniiiunication with parliament 
necessary^ and donsidcritig that the public 
business \^l over, he could not conceive 
the req^oti of acceding to a principle^o new, 
as that of continuing the alteudance of 
members—of prevxiuiiug a prorogatipn, 
particularly at the present season, wlicn, 
the ordinary practice of par« 
liauientjl^BynaJesty excised his unques* 
tioliaUle^ffl^galivetin uyowmg to both 
•hwscs a certain recess. ^ 

'Mr. Whlthftad expressed himself obliged 
to ihn rigljt lion, secretary for the 
candoutgwith which he had answesod the 
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[pAnqgHiAL Schools t^rd 

Holland moved the second reading of this 
bill. 

Lord Hawkcsbuiy aaid, li^should move, 
that the bill, instjfad of being read a second 
time now, be read ^second time this day 
3 months: first, because he thought ilm 
preamble of the bill absolute nousense ; ap« 
condly, because many of the motives'^ k)- 
leg^d fur introducing it, as well tt the al¬ 
legations upon which it ^s ibuod^d, were 
not true in the extent aUe|ed,*ai^ 
many respects, highly objectionable j and, 
thirdly, because the subject was one which, . 
in-riiti^arious bearings, called for more 
serious and deliberate distussion thanaf'as 
practicable at the present period of the ses¬ 
sion, to justify tlteir lordships in its adop¬ 
tion. . Me Would not deny, that education 
to Uieiower orders of the commupibr*'hi 
the extent prqposed, uudgr proper sec¬ 
tions and limitation'^, might be desirable ; 
but b^ could not agree witii the framers of 
the bill, that f^uuation, blended witli mo- 
rullty, was more extended amongst the 
lower classes of the Scotch ])opulation, 
than amongst these of thtfi country ; for,' 
hot^'Cver superior the Scotch might be in 
the formci‘, he could not admit their su¬ 
periority iiv the latter. He objected also* 
to the bill, because it did iipt*propose to 
place instruction more upoj^«ii^cU^ou8 
footing; and though it was certainly less 
objectionable now tlAn in its origiftal'fiSliu,' ^ 
which rendered thu plans it propol&d ifcwt-' 
pulsory upon llie parishes throughout the 
kingdom, yet tlie modification v^ns, ip his . 
view, not much less inadmissible ; for it 
.placed the udoptioA of such schools at the 
solo discretion of ilie majority of parTsbio-* 
ners •in number, without any*rtjasoitdble* 
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4ttb^lniDatira of npk ttsA fvopej^, in the tlm^furitbeB* latitat casct 1%e inttruc* 

^rtaioljr ouf^t, te tilcb a Jjpn were, either directly, or indirectly, 
to h9^ 4heir‘proportioQale weight, the tnioistere of the establiihed religion. 

-- -..j L |>ri||iplc was obt sufficiently attended 

. _ - ih^resent bffl, and was, with him, a 

HoOamd thought the bill, in ’ the I t^ng ground for Its rejecVion.# Almost 
fagn it had itwcbed this house, was so to^jift its provisions weire likely to he^ro- 
devoid of all possible ground for ob»]dactive of much practical mischief, it the 
}0WoOt that he ww surprized at the hosii* {bill passed in its present shape, Svithout the 
ihy of his noble fnend* He did not think I least probability df its being attended wiUi 
the preamble liable tcf the objection that it | any new benefit. Viewing ;tbe bill in this 
jrAs nonsense. In substance, at least. It I light, be mutt agr^ with thenoble secretary 
was indispi/tably true ; and the mere error | of state, who moved that the consideration 
of a single word might be remedied in a I of it be postponed. . 
committee. He should have thought it an I The I^ord Cioik^hr opposed the bill'in 
insult to the understanding of the house to jits present shape, nongh he was by no 
gb*into elaboVate arguments, for the puf-1 mdans. unfriendly to the principle of diffu* 
pose of proving that educating the people sing instruction as generally and as widely 
wbuld improve tbei^ morals a^aheir com* I as possible. He was fully sensible of the 
fohs ; and M to the ar^ment of want of benefits arising from the system of educa* 
titae to diKuss so important a subject atjtion in Scotland, and as he himself was 
this^period of the sesaion, this was one lone of the borderers on that part of the 
aiboi^ the many instaiudbs which bad al* country, he felt himself indebted to that 
r^hdy occurred to falsify the pompous asserw I ^stemTor the benefit of hts own education : 
tionk of his majesty’s piinisters, and the | still, he coifld not approve of the present 
puhKc papers in their interest, that the late I bill, becauM it was miserably deficient in 
dissolution cot^d cause no material iptOr- the means of accomplishing the great ob. 
-ruption to the public busioess, nor impede jject. which it seemed to have in view. Be¬ 
any of tho^ grant and salutary public mea-| sides, it tended to a departora from the 
seres lo^whicb the country Icmked, and of great principle of instruction in this coun- 
whicK (his bill was Certainly one. try, fiy taking it hi a great measure out of 

Lord ]lrdS^hfu£di8a];^rovedhigl^ofthe Che superintendence and contrcail of the* 
^ bill in its preset shape, though, vm his fclergy. Nor wore these his Only objections; 
ndble friend. cherished the principle, in whatever shapd any bill of tbe kind might 
thht a good system of ^education properly appear, be never would hgree to any that 
regdlat^ would be of great gubltc utility.l left matters of this nature lobe judged oi 
His priiKtpal objection to the present bill j and decided by the majority of the inbabi- 
seemed to be the little reference h had, in I tants of a parish. To what confusion might 
his view of it^ to religious establish*| not such a mode of decision open a door? 
ments of the coumry. Such a principle] Would it not give rise to all the mischief^, 
should, in considerations jpf the kHid, be of an election, among ^hc majority of th^ 
k^t primarily in view*. To some of tbellDbidntantsofevery parish, of whatever de* 
provisions of the bill be also strongly ob-scription of people they might be composed? 
jveted. Tbe .enactments had no r^f^ncel What endless litigation^! Hadgbere not 
to the extent of the parish. Some parishes, I been, not loUg since, an example of it in tbe 
pscjrtichlarW in the uorthern counties, "were I election of a n^inister ^or thet parish of 
23 mUea long, and 14 or 15 broad. AjCIerkenwell; and had not that contention 
great nnn|ber of tbe parisfaionerB, therefore, j lasted 7 years at the bv of this house f He 
oeald reap fio possible benefit from the es- I had also to object to tbe clause, hrhich gave 
' t^l^huAtrk of one school. Besides, the j to the court of chaocerynhe disposal of the 
^puld go to iptprfere with several | money for these establishments, when it 
»tjc establishments of private institu- I amounted to a certain sum. it should be 

sntmlted 
ow Hi^ the 

-- —'— — — — --D"- r-”-F —» ™ w clivl]jed, 

‘waiblh he regretted, was so ill attended to ; tlie real owner got nothing but tbe shl'Ka. 
ibac the parish minUlesb should either He could never, therefore,'assent to the 
keep a schc^l, or ap^int a bill in its present form. • 
schooljnaster directly ibr the ii2|truction of Tii> Archbishop of Caafer^vry irusted he 
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should not be considered as hostHe 
principle of diffusing instruction among m 
poor, although be should oppose Uie fur- 
tter progiw of this measure. I^is opi* 


nton, the framers of it had no conAjption of 
the vastn^s of^tbe task they had underta¬ 
ken. ^ Somethbg widely different, Indeed 
must be done to further and accomplish 
the object #bicb they seeihed to have in 
view. He had himself bestowed of late no 
small degree of attention upon this subject, 
and he proposed to himself to follow it up 
to a certain extent. His enquiries had al¬ 
ready embraced a large distriot, and for the 
satisfaction of the fou^Aie could affirm, 
that the advantages of education were ex¬ 
tended more generally than it appeared to 
bethought, and be would venture to say, 
that in the parish alone in which he resided, 
these advantages extended to no less 
number tlian 4000. Perhaps, when bis 
plan was more matured, be should have 
the honour of submitting it to tiieir lord- 
ships. In the mean time, he musf agree 
with the noble and learned lords who pre¬ 
ceded him, and who truly observed, that 
the provisions of the bill left little or no 
controul to the minister in his parish. This 
would go to subvert the first principles of 
educatioD in this country, which had hi 
therto bceD,^nd be trusted would cotftmue 
to be, uq^er the controul and auspices of 
tlie establishment, and their lordships^ 
would feel how dangerous it might be to 
innovate in such ifiatlprs. Their lordships* 
prudence would, no doubt, guard against 
innovations that mightshake the foundation 
of our religion, qnd it would be a chief 
object of their vigilance and care, ‘*ut 
^ustd maiieant in religione nepotes.'* 

Earl Stanhope was sorry to differ from 
ike right reverend* prelate and several 
other persons in that b'ou^,oa wat he 
must call* the abqpiinable principle, that 
no part of the population uf m^country 
ought to leceive education unlfts in the 
tenets of ifie^esta&lisbed church. Was it 
reasonable qr just to^su}* that the children 
ofcathoUc^, preshyteriauB, quakers, and all 
the other innumerable sects of dissenters 
from the estHbliblied church in thiscountryi 
were to be debarred all sources of public 
ipurtcd by public benevolence, 
^to becoiha .converts to 
religion? Weuld*the light 
rcvyprrlaie contend, ^hat because the 
thoiic religion •was the'established one in 
('anada, no poof Protestants should be edu- 


were to oe deuarra 
ion,W}portci 
uiilejs th6|n|ere*1 
our ystublisbra reli 


brought UD a cattmlic^i TlmA(^e.l(^ 
upoo the woolsack o Mo em d Htjbis ,bUU 
it might lead to liUg^uioD iti the coart 
of chancery; he himself had no very great 
wish to promote UtigationB in that court \ 
be once had a suit in the chaneeiy of Ire¬ 
land, which had lasted oaly 42 years s 1^ * 
bad once voted upon an ap'peal in tm 
house from a chancery suit in Englamb. 
which had o$Uy lasted ffOO years, and be 
was of opinion that tbq tedious progr^ and 
procrastinated decitions of that court, were 
well described by the%tory of a man, who,* 
insettling a contest between two beggars 
aboutan oyster, took the fish to himself, 
and gave a shell to eac^ of the parties* 
Bat, while he entertained no such fears fpr 
the result of this bill, he could not see that 
its purpQs^bad any thing to dg with seett 
uf religion. It was merely to teach its 
objects spelling, reading, writing, and 
knthmetlc for purposes useful jp life; and 
ID a manufneturing country like this, when 
so much of excellence in our productionc 
depended on a clear understanding and 
some degree of ffiatbematical and mo. 
chanical knowledge, which it was impossi¬ 
ble t6 attain without first receiving the ru¬ 
diments and foundation thU bill proposed^ 
the superiority of workmbn Ritb some 
education, over those who had none, must 
be sensibly felt by all the •great manufac- 
curerfM^ the country. His lordship was. 
for committing the bill, rendenng it- as ' 
perfect as possible, sending it forth to the 
public in that shap^, and tiding it up again 
for completiofl in the next session .'^The 
question was then pat on lord Haigfkes- 
bury's motion apd i arried v)ptbout.a divi¬ 


sion. ^ 

[1ri#h .\rms Bill.] The house resol-^ 
ved Itself uito \ cammittee on the Irish 
Arms bill. 

Loud Hof/and thought it singular that they 
should have arrived at this sta^e of a bill of 
such great importance, without any reasons 
being alleged to prove the necessity of the 
measure. Npt four-and-twenty hours had 
elapsed since they had been gohsiderin^ 
bills, the objects of which wera toLcontn- 
bute Ip arm a large portion of die people, 
m order to meet the ckijcncies of the^un^ 
try, •and now it formed a singular contrast 
that they were in u committee on a bill for 
disarming a large portion ol his mqjesty*i| 
subjects in Ireland, lie could nut suffer 
a biU of this nature to be proceeded ki with¬ 
out again calluig the attention uf the boAt 


caied thcie unless he was allowed to-be {to the Causes oi those ducouteiAtTwhidh 
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Nj p Se ryi tlMSMi measures of coercioo neces* 
«ii^. not wi^ to over at 

leagfih graimds he had before takeo* 
wlm auotbw bill was before the liouee, but 
he could Qot help urging the importance of 
cBDciliatory measures as the best mode of 
■flsying the discontents of a lurim portion 
olthe population of Ireland. When dia- 
paatenti ezistad amongst a lajge portion of 
the people of Scotlandt it was propoaFid to 
sir ^ol^rt Wslpoie«to enlist them into re¬ 
giments in the service of the country, and 
* give the commands td the principal families 
vrbo were then hostile to the goverument. 
The idea was eagerly seized by that great 
atstesman, bat gas rejected by the cabinet. 
Hany of those persons afterwards joined 
Jme rtaudard of the rebellion* When, how¬ 
ever, subsequently, a milder acq^ more con¬ 
ciliatory policy was adopted, that people 
became loyal and zealous in the service of 
■their coun|ry; and finally, all the pied- 
Mves which h^ been thou^t necessary to 
«&aet were repealed in the administration 
pf the great earl of Chatham. Similar re- 
Stdts <Ared themselve& in Hungary, where 
•a large portion of the people, in conse* 
quence of being of a religion different from 
eatabtisb^ church, were kept under 
degrading restraints that necessarily pro¬ 
duced disqontents. When, however, those 
restraints were put an end to, the utmost ■ 
loyalty and zeal prevailed. Wttl^Fcapect to^ 
the biil, he diought it placed by far too 
great powers in the bauds of the magistra¬ 
cy oif Ireland* Tbe reason which induced 
him feluctantly to give his fconsentto abill 
rec^pdy passed, did nut operate in the pre¬ 
sent ipstancy ; that was g measure only to 
be used in case dl necessity ; but the pre¬ 
sent bill was to be continually ojieraiing, 
and might in many instahees produce great 
oppression and hardships, particularly by 
the powers given ta search for arms by 
night. Hebid not mean to say, that there 
might not be cases in wliich it. might be 
necessary to take arms out of the hands of 
• ditafiected persons, but tlie pnesept bill was 
4nhts opinion inadequate to its purpose, as 
it would.^perate to produce a greater con- 

C lment; thebest mode he thougf^t would 
t6 compel the In&gistrates to keep a re- 
gistlp of arms, and to grant licences for 
Jieapii^ them. He thought, however, that 
bijl recently passed for suppressing in 
apnecuons, gave amply- sufficient powers 
to the govemment,*' and be did not see the 
fe Secesnty of passing this bill in addition. 

He sTi^ld tbanifora nfove, that the chair- 

s 


mag do leave tbe chau-, meoniag aftezwards 
a move to postpone the bin for three 
montlis, conceiving that as it could not be 
many months before parliapeot would 
*agiuu assemble, there would then be am¬ 
ple time for discussing this subject* 

Lord iliattdc«A«? 3 %said, he bttd not intro¬ 
duced the hill w»b any arguments iiT sup¬ 
port of it, because it cootsiued nothing 
new in its principle or proyisious, and not 
many weeks had elapsed since the princi¬ 
ple of this hill' had been distinctly reco¬ 
gnized by the late administration, who pr(^ 
posed a bill for continuing an act common, 
ly called tbe Q^npowder act, and which 
contained provisions equally oppressive, if 
so they could be called, with the preseut 
bill. That bill was passed by which Uh; 
act was continued for 7 >ears, whilst it 
was only proposed to continue tbe present 
act for two years. His noble fnond bad 
been unfortunate in his allusion to Scoilaud, 
us in that country the acts of restraiat and 
coerdlou had continued for jb years, and 
it was only by a steady course of govern¬ 
ment upon these prtuciples, that tbe dis¬ 
contents there were at length put an end 
to^ but then they could not be made tbe 
subjects of party politics here, as thr: 
sources of these discontents was, in this 
pan'of the Island, treason* ^ Willi respect, 
however, to mild and con<‘i1i(|^tory meu- 
sures, nothing could have satistied the dis¬ 
contented in thnt country« but the reatora- 
tion of the Pretender** It was only by a 
steady system of^overnment, together with 
old prejudices wearing away, that at length 
the necessity fur u>easur,es ot coercion cea¬ 
sed, and the population m’ Scotland had 
since served bis majesty with die utm<»X> 
bravery and loyalty. 'Hte i in unisiondPs 
of. the two cquutries* were, however, niu- 
teriolly different*' It was only v>l larte yeai^ 
Uhat Scotland bad been trusiec^wiih a nu- 
tional .mUitia, whilst a* Ireland there had 
long a national militia of high charac¬ 
ter ; and there was a bVave and loyal 
tnanry; a greait nutnber of^t^ie populatioi/ 
of Lrelimd were likewise enlisted,,in the ar¬ 
my. lie did not wish to enter into a long 
discussion of the subject; he should mere¬ 
ly observe, thatwberever discontents exist¬ 
ed, those discouteuls were nqthkelj^Ho^be 
decreased ^by'being lAde ^ dte subject ol 
party p&litios. The neceskity^of tlas bill, | 
jroiH what was known of tlie state W kie-1 
land,, he conceived to be obvious,-l-The 
motion for tbe chairman ,leaving tbe chair 
bofog nogatived, « 
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. Lord Hardiffkke proposed an AmeR^llcoald DOt ’l^ amonlellt^atefitetkHi^|B]^e- 
ment, for the better promulgation of this I ferriog the principle of Che Am^of fteserve 
law; as he conceived, that in the manner bill. The success of the measare wns at 
the laws were now promulgated in Ireland,!best but contingent. It would -avail but- 
many persons would be completely ignt^ little, unless peace were concluded witbiir* 
rant of tbeiprovrsibns’of this act, 5 years at farthest. With what probability 

Loi^ ilfdrcda^rsaid, <hartbe registering such an went could be looked for, he was 
of arms hud been so long the law of Ireland, unable to conjecture. Now, the wliolS 
that it was il!i|a>ssible they could be igno-1 benefit to be expected from its fol* 
rant of the most iniportaht parts of ibis lest Sbccess was that it would raise 29,000 
act. He relied upon the moderation of the men for the line, and thus far increase our 
magistracyfornotabusingthepowervested disposable force; that he confessed tobc^ 
in them.—The amendment was 'negatived, I n^mall advantage, it it could be acquired 
and the bill passed'through tbwcommittee. I to that extent, which, however, be doubt-' 

■ > 'm \ ^ fe ed : but, even iV it did so far Succeed, still 

nousE OF LORDS. the advantage ans too deady bought by itir 

Wednesday, August 12- Ijuflng an establishment of 77,000 men, or 

[MtLiTiA Transfer Bill.] The or- rather by unbinging or perhaps destroying 
der of the day being read for the third read-1 that constitutional furc4 altogether—-and 
ing of this bill, to answer what end ? to increase our de- 

Lord Sidmottth rOse chiefly with a view pensive force f and was not die militia is 

to re-state the opinion he^ had on a former | mam portion of our defensive force f 

occasion expressed of the tendency this I and would not the present bill tend to 
measure, and to correct a misconception I frustrate all the hopes tfiat could reasonably 
of it, which some noide lords seemed to la-1 be repost'd in (bat ^ody, an excellent body 
hour under. It was acknowledged by his I of men as it now stood? but what might 
noble friend (lord ilawkesbury), that it had I it beqpme when 28.000 of its best discrplm- 
lately been matter of consideration with I ed men were suddenly withdrawn from itt 
his majesty's ministers, whetlier at the I He must protest most serioualy aqdsolemn- 
present crisis it were^better to resort to ly against the adoption of such a measure.* 
the principleaof the Army of Reserve bill, Lord Haxokesturi^ acknowledged having 
or to adopt the new one t.uw under discus-1 said th^ii was matter of deliberation with 
Sion. Much enquiry was said to have been! minidffifs, which of the two^measures they* 
made respecting the subject; but after ma- should prefer, and the present was not re- 
turedeliberatioii, file opinionsoftbecubinet solved upon without full conviction of its 
prevailed in favour ot the<present measure, being preferable under all the circumstances 
He also had institute<l enquiries into tlie I of uur situation. It. was allowed by the 
matter ; the reaultof which most complete-1 noble viscount, that the bill mighfr in a 
ly decided Ins preference to the principle I great measure, if not fuBy, %ccomplisb its 

"s^f the Army of Reserve bill. The country object, but that still its benefit was contifi- 
was now almost prt;cisely in the samesitua- gent. ^Granted., But what was the wish 
tion us that in which it was placed in 1803,1 of government ? Was it not to meet the 
when that bill was adopted. The crisis at pressure and diminish the evil of the pre- 
present xws perhaps more urgent, and itfb I sent tnomeni; and how ? liy increasing 
slate of the continent less hivourable ; but, our defensive and disposable force. This, 
still, under.such circums^nces would he then,* would be, in some degree, accom^ 
have looked tp the operation of the Army I plrshed, even in the view of the noble vis- 
of«Reserve«act. T^e beneficial effects of I count: and «o for then it would succeed, 
that acU became more visible every day, But he bad little or no doubt *ox its ooiD- 
and promised the fairest success; but it plete success, and then ourmibtaiy lueaos 
was thought proper to substitute a meSSure would^liave received^ a very great i^creaie 
in its room, which at th^ end of 20 months indeed. For those who well undentobd 
<tid*p)t produce^more than 8000 men. the'condition of a soldier, and df S dis- 
The^oble viscount theti\ntered into aj pliable force, would readily acknowledge 
comtarativ^ statement of the operation on that by such an addition to it as»tbat of 
iha^o acts, tbe Army of Reserve and the 28,000 men, not onlr was our defnisive 
Additional Force bills, which he compared I tbVee considerably increased, but ahb cf^ 
^ith that novft under discussion, Mud de- siderably strengthened, which wp^a de¬ 
clared it to be his conviction, that tttere | tinctiou no^to be otertoeked, 
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'\Wbie-M 0 rd ^kMCeihr did bo ( think that 
hia baldta authorised him to aspire to great 
mitiUTy knowledge; but, be would, how. 
ever, venture to concur ythh the noble vis¬ 
count (Sidmouth) in giving the most am- 
ple.pranein fiivourof the Army of Reserve 


aj^ous ,to avoid all discussion on this to¬ 
pic. Ue would not say that their conduct 
was not prudent; but, whatever it might 
be, be fck it incumbent on him to express 
his sentiments, when the voice of uu im¬ 
perious duty called upoD*bim Jfo expresa 


act. At the time it was broughefurward, them. HeniU8t,therefore,inoRteu(uest- 
tbat act had most certainly his concurrence, ly deprecate a rupture with America, and 
and even now he did not hesitate to say, the bouse would, no doubtf unite with 
tbftt it was one of the most able military him iu deprecating that calamity, when 
|dao»ihat bad ever been produced in this they duly considered the many diroculties 
country; but while he made that acknow- and dangers with which we were already 
* ledgement, be musr also observe, that beset. They must recollect that in times 
tbdre was room to think otherwise of thn of scarcity our principal relief was derived, 
measure at present. It kas not so well first from Polssfii, next from America, 
adapted now uwtbe crisis of affairs, and it Poland was now shut against us by the in- 
skoaU be remembered, that the effects fluence of the enemy; would we also shut 
which at first it might have produced must agaiust ourselves' the ports of America by 
lk>w be coBsidera&ly altered, not onfy by our own folly ? Whence were we to derive 
the cbangB of the actual circumstances of materials and stores fur our naval arsenal, 
^e count^f but by the operation of ib^ if the north of Europe and North America 
otherdUfersutmeasures thathadsince been weic to refuse us tliese supplies? Where 
introduced. was the greatness and security pf England, 

Lord Mvlgrave thought the noble vis- when our navy, the source of our pride, 
count bad laid too much stress upon a dis- the source of our strength and wealth, was 
Unction between a disposable and defen- gone? These were serious considerations, 
aive force. No doubt, a disposable force He should now only remark, that as all 
jwasalsba defensive cue; but from every individuals, whether high or low, poorer 
kind( of d^eoskve force, the same services, rich, were the same in the eye of God, so 
the same resources, could not, under all nations, whether powerful or weak, ube- 
the circumstances that might call for these ther opulent or poor, sl>ould. be the same 
services, be reaislmably expected. contemplation of the law oC nations, 

’however, of opinion, that atamOmentThiswastheprincipleuponwbichhismo- 
Iike the present, there was no room to he- tiun rested, and'upon which he grounded 
gitate between the two plans. ^ the resolution he bad ndw to move. 'J’he 

Loi;d Sidmouth in explanation, again in- noble lord then concluded with moving, 
sisted that the principle he laid down was, that it be resolved, that the principle 
that«lhe advantages gained by the bill upon which we should act towards indepen- 
Would be mere than counterbalanced by dent nations at peace with the British go- 


the inconveniences that must arise.<»Tne 
bill was then read a third jime 


vernmetit, should be a principle of perfect«^ 
equality and complete reciprocity." 

'i'he Lord Ciaucc/ior could not but com¬ 
mend the seriohs manner in whit b the no- 
We earl bad expressed Ipmselfuis topics of 
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[Dispute with America.] Earl 5/aff-|such importance. As however, no auiben- 


hope rose to make the motion of which lie tic documents were before the bouse, to 
had given notice, respecting a resolution guide an opinion upon mVter,s of such mag- 
.that'all independent natioas should be nitude, he thought it^more priident noteto 
treated upon the principle of perfect equa- agitate them under such circum'Aauces. The 
lity aew^wapiplcte reciprocity. In prupo- noble earl would therefore, he hoped, ex- 
this resolution to the house, be bad not cuse him for moviug the previous question, 
in his eye {be circumstances in ]^r\ Stanhope, ip explanation, thanked 
whicn we now stood with regard to Am^ the noble and learned lord for bis ktuflai^ 
rica ; tbh principle to which be alluded tention, and,observed that what be allvan- 
sl|oulds in his opinion, be extended to all' ced, not^inly referred to the presentrstate 
states and natiotis indiscriminately. He qf America, but to all independent uaiUuts, 
cqulfinot help noiicfog the absence of mi- at all times, when a.t peace*with us. 
ftlst^qn this occasion j^but be bad already Kaft Alorten objected teethe motion, os 
occasion to observe that they*6eemed tending to legislate, uponabstrac^principles 
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nrhich waBcoHtrarytotheipirftnnd thmgac* produce, would be itiitigalvd if 
tice of pariiaiiieot^—The queetioii was (lien nicd by toe adoption mptioiLof tbenoiA 
put, anil ihti previous que^iun was carried ture of that which 1 bold fQ my haud*-*-* 
without a division. With regard to the inteotiotls entertained 

by the last administration, to propose two 
not;sE OF COMMONS. acts similar to those I allude to, or to tiid 

* TJinrsda^t ^iigNst J3. charackerofthe persons to whom theexeco* 

[State of Ireland ] Mr, Sheridan lion of the extraordinary powers ' wbieti 
rose to ainki* his promised motion, and these acts confer might be intrusted,' by 
spoke in substance as dollows : J rise, either the late or the present govemmeati, 
sir, under some degree of apprehension it is my intention to«say very littleecKieed* 
that, from the lateness of the hour, and Because 1 donut wUh to touch upon IDV 
the quantity of less important business ^pic of irritation, 1 will ueft enter nsticn 
which the house has already gone tln jugh, 1. mito comparisons. My hope and desire is^ 
may be felt to trespW ou your atteiuiun: to obtain an Cinatiiinous assent to the oiw** 
but it was, 1 assure you, not k&s my in- lion, as unanimity is necessary to give4t 
tention this night, than it was on Monday, cemplele eHect, 1 sliall abstain cautiously 
to address you at a much earlier hour ul from any thing that resembles uividiuus 
the cveuiug, had other business permitted. disuuctio%* I know thitt to ii<F set of 
The latesiess of the hour on iMonday was, could power have been nipre safely ccNt$* 
indeed, one of the causes which induced ded than to the members of tl*e late adivti* 
me to postpone my motion until this even- ^nistraiioii. 1 am sure that iii«the hands 
ing; and 1 cannot but regret that on this, none would power have Ijeen kss l^able^ku 
the lost day, nay alniust the lastfiourof abuse; and wlialcvei^my dUuicliiiaUon to 
the sessions, it should become nect^ssary comparison may be, to thuin cannot bie 
for me to arrest 3 ‘our atieutiqii; because 1 denied this just distinction, that pow^ 
know that at such a time to delay your might have been granted tq them witli.t^ 
silting ranuot be agree.tble to your fech»g!> fcluctancc, as they manifested a,dispt^ 
or to jour habits. J am aware that it sition to ucconipuny Us ej(#ten^e-by every 
must have bonicwiiat of an iingrucions ap- means of concession and condliatinn* 
pearapcf to posljionc your scparatitm ul When 1 reflect in whom llie power of these 
such a season; and, behove me, 1 am as arts was to jiuve been inveSted in Ireland*—' 
willing to ct.joy t!ie benefits of that sepuni-^ when^tT-'consider that it was to have been' ^ 
turn us any one among you; but I am exercised by the duke of BoVlford, whduw 
too sti oitgly impcHed by a call of imperiouji not likely to coll it into action,' unless the 
dutyioyn.ldt6anydesireo.faccommodation. necessity was irresistible, andwho^wasin 
The iitCcBsiiy which gave rise to that call, no case likely* to abuse it, 1 must feel tb*b 
was not created by me—nor wiib the post* he was peculiarly entitled to confidence* 
ponement of the proposition I am about to The chanictcr of that nobleman fortped tL 
submit, from Monday to this late period, guarantee against the uppreheusian of ab^ 
jy any means niy fault. Tlic propiiety of sed autjiorily. But I have a great respect 
adopting it, is to rfy convirlion rendered for his snccessoi^ also (the duke of Rich- 
pcrfetily obvious by the CTrcuiiistanccs of mond), 1 know that nobleman well enough^ 
the two bills which you have recently pa» to becertain that he has. no disposition to* 
sed with regard to Ireland. When you cruelty—that he has no malignant passion 
have determined to suspend the conftitu- to gratity, and that he is above being affect* 
tion and la\^s of Jfeland, A it not reason- ed by that gloomy suspicion, or party ran- 
*ab)p to propoib tt> you some enquiry into cour, which might unnecessarily caBfoi thfl 
the cau&if8 •alleged for such suspension, execution, and materially enabtUer the 
and how far such causes are removable—is operation of such power as these usM or- ■ 
it not wise^ when .yiHi are sending such acts, dain, J. have no doubt that this noblenian 
to Irelandf to communicate at the same will follow the wise exihffiple—will be acta* 
timeisqpie assurances of your resolution to uled*by the same liberal principles \^icb 
ta^c tAe slate of th^ countr^into your con- served to render his illustrious predecessof: 
sidernoQ ? • I am confident that ^cb con- «o much the object of panegyric and ettaob^ 
ductyrould be at once consistent with po- ment. 1 should not, tlierefore, be ye^ 
licy^nd humanity, and that much of the materially influenced %8 to a compof^^' 
apprehension and irritation which acts of of persons in power, as to my ogietoior 
parliament may*be naturally expected tP the very* unconitife^Bal poworl ivhMl 
Vouix! 4t>- ‘ 
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these bills. 1 ain adverti' 
ibe principle Qjf sccb measures, uni 
^uld never be ^persuaded tu accede ti 
them, unless the uece^ity were strung aiia 
glaring, indeed.-—Upon JVlonday last 1 ha.. 
4U1 epportunityof shewing my motion to se¬ 
veral gi iitlemeii on both sides of tins house, 
and h^ the satisfaction of observing a ge¬ 
neral dispusUson to concur in its principle 
and object. But some gentlemen expv-'s- 
aioga^'isb for time«ta consider its str'^- 
^re and tendency, I was therefore for 
j^sipouiog the moaoh until tliis day, if^ 
Buenced by tlie request of those whore-*' 
quired such time* in the hope that cuii&i* 
deration would sejgve to remove their doubt^ 
and secure their support. In this opinion 
at least* I acquiesced in the proposed 
delay* hoping that*tlie eiTect of i^ would be 
to produce the proposition perhaps of sonic 
remedy for^'any defect in the motion* anu 
that delay aqd deliberation must determine' 
every man in favour of its main object. 
Retaining still a Iftile of that hojie anri 
Opifiion* 1 do not think it necessary to take 
Hp much of your timeT, by imiering into 
a detail of the reasons which have induced 
qae to bring forward the motion, and which 
should urge yqp to adopt it. indeed, 1 
comceive a ground upon which the 
rejection of such a motion can be justified, 
and 1 am not bound to conjure up ob¬ 
jections or anticipate arguuien^Sv»upon 
^ ibestrength of‘which no reasoning mail can 
rely. It is impossible that any tbuiking 
inau should seriously insist upon as an ob- 

• ... i»».. 


lron^-«thc . law-officers* when, in faef^ nO 
uan ran Speak decisively upon the subject^ 
It possible* L. would ask* to devise a 
. ij-ongir argDiiient than such declared ig¬ 
norance suggests* to utge the united-par¬ 
liament to.an inve^ligatiun *of thi|S impor¬ 
tant question f 4t la not consistent with 
c^ eii the decent appearance of respect^ f(»r 
the rights^ inlt ivsis, and liberliet of the 
people of Ireland*vo legislate fur thattoun- 
try in sue)) total ignorance* or at least 
such inconsistent (^nitradictory information 
a-i we iiave l>croru us* We have heard one 
set of geiitleinen assert that Ireland is per* 
;eclly iruiiquil, loyal, and united ; and this 
assertion is corroborated by the authority 
of a noble lord (H^wkeBbur^) in another 
place ; and wub such authority before us, 
IS It right that the constitution of Ireland 
•houid be fcu^pellded ? But, further, in 
'support of the allegation that Ireland is un¬ 
disturbed, and requires not such an act^ 
i find that in a very populous county* 
whercVJissflectioii wus supposed to exist* 1 
mean 'rippcniry* judge i'ox at tlie late as* 
^i^es congratulated the people upon the 
state of the calendar, upon the ucknow* 
ledger! tratiquillit) of the district, and upoa 
the general good order of the county. I 
find that nut h single charge of disluyuUy, 
sedition, or treason, was to be seen on the 
calendar ibrougluiut the counly. 1 find at 
jfKilkcnny the imblic resolutions of the 
Grand Jury letUiying, not only the peace¬ 
able dlHpobition ui tiic ccunty* but a gene- 
tell and cordial. bannony bctw'een Pro¬ 


jection to my motion, that' whicb 1 have: u s-t'aius und ('atholics, with a strong dc- 


heafd on other occasions, namely, that 
danger.was tejse apprehended (lom the UIf- 
cusbiop of such affairs in this houbc; that 
it is a topic which ought to be pouched 
as little and as schiom ifs possible. But 
.) dcprcQute such a.,ground of opposition, 
as full of error and mischief. i-V/r, 
suredly* until we get completely rid of the 
./oily and fallacy of such an objt ebon, it 
will be quite impossible for us tu apply a 
remedy to the disorders that country, 
iBod for ‘this obyious reason* that we can- 
the ^lature of ^hobo diburders. 
net wc bhould go on legislating for 
id in the darlt-^lbat «e should reject 
and information upon a subject Jto 
ibich we arc called upon to apply the law 
tnr( that law too most penal und stTicre 
ip its eharucter!—VVheii I hear ihcminis- 
of the crown, declaring without sliame, 
^^at they know nothing of the state of lie- 
ja^id^frliiSQ I hear iHe same declaration 


clanition from a body of the former in fa¬ 
vour (tl‘ the claims ul the latter. All these 
U'Munouics aupicar on the one side) on 
tlif'other, to be euro, we have a very high' 
authoniy—an authority certainly of the 
ioghebt character tn iny estiinatioii, 1 mean 
she niemtirr for Dublin (Mr. Grattan); 

I hold his authority hig^i, because 1 respect, 
not only Ids lalcnlsand inforuiaUon*bui bis 
integrity ; ai)d‘l feel to'ivards him as warm¬ 
ly as any resident of Ireland, the gratitude" 
to winch he is^ so dininently<cntiiled, for 
i^bligctiiyiis be has rendered to luy country. 
Ministers, I perceivp, are willing to ground 
their proceedings upon the auUiority of my 
right bon. friend.* Under his great same, 
tliey would blifflter tbecVeaumi of eu^mSus 
powers^ foV*which there may,be noUieces- 
sily. At all events* with the iiiforinabon 
*1 have received both froqi public arik pri¬ 
vate sources, 1 must co^ud that no ne- 
cc^ity apiearst should we 
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not enquire? My objectl|||K ewakcci,tbe nomiuatipn, which would ftdvocAte an 
house io what 1 concede,'with deference, posite principle, that party Is decided^ 
to be a just sense of its duty^to procure hostile to the interests of that C 0 !UDtr^~ 
from it a pledge that an enquiry will be in- and should call forth the vigilauce'and Ti* 
stituted, and thus to hold out to, the people gour of the law* But I must say,' that ldl ' 
of Irelai^d soAie prospect of redress—some appearances are against the belief of shy 
assurance of the friendly *disposition of the such oksaffection, much less of organized 
legislature. That enquiry is necessary, no treason. Indeed, if I could imagine an ol>- 
man can ffeny;and without full iiiforma- server totally free from prejudice upon the 
tipu, 1 must suy, that it ts not becomiug in subject, his inference would, 1 am persua- 
us to take such serious measures with re- d/d, be of quite an opposite tendendy. Ifl 
gard to Ireland. We have, in frtCt, been cpuld imagine a foreigner well disposed'i(p 
legislating for that country upon hearsay ^rcat Britain—if I could believe suoh ft 
authority alone, and mark, with much inory Tureigner to exist, I am satisfied be would 
of hearsay authority agaia^t, than for i\K be forwdf^d to rather congratulate Greiat 
course 3 ^uu have pursued* Ail this, too, Britain upon the present state of Ireland* 
while you have had the means of ample en- There ere four symptoms of loyalty an4 
quiry withiuyour reach. Upon what grounds attachment to Great Britmn visible in Ire- 
then, dp you shrink from that enquiry ? U laud, which would naturall^T attract the 
is preposterous to pretend that you fly attention of this foreigner. I|aving heard 
from it because you apprehend danger froni^ that the duke of Bcdfonl was applied to by 
discussing the affairs of that country* The some rash individuals to proclaim a county, 
fact is, that no topic requires or deserves at the time of the insurrection of theThraih- 
more of *your discussion or uivebt*gation. ers, thut noble dul;e rejected the ap- 
So far from avoidiitg knowledge upon such- plication, and trusting to the ordinaiy bpe- 
a subject, it is highly culpable not to seek ration of the law, put down the insurret- 
it* I profess myself as much in want of tiou ; the foreigner would, in the first io- 
knowledge as other persons, and 1 take some stance, consider this a very good symptom 
blame to myselfou thataccount; bull gh<dl of the disposition of Ireland* V^^ell, in the 
endeavour by all the means in my power second place, he would be told that thes% 
to obtain information, and it is witb*avievv had been no disturbances whatever in that 
to remove iny own defect upon this head, country sii^e the duke of Bedford biul pot 
as well as the-defects of others, that i dowfriKe insurrection alluded to, and that, 
wish for enquiry* | wish for enquiry, be- the disposition of the people hqd been par- 
cause it is esseiittal, a^ well in res{X3ct to ticularly proved by the rejection of the 
our own character as in justice to the peo- Catholic bill* A short descripdonbpf the 
pie of Ireland. Jt is our duty to enquire nature of that measure would readily aalisfy 
upon such an occasion, and we stiould not his mind that the laying it aside, dtter it 
shrink from that duty through any objee- was promised, vwas very lillcly to'have ai^ 
tiou to the trouble that might attend it, or irritating efiect in Ireland* But iusteud cS 
'ihr.ough any idle fear of danger; but least irritatimn he woi^ld witness the oiostpei^fect 
of all ihrciigh a timid ajip^ehension of the good order, although all the ingredients of 
truth.—\Vith regard to'the motives which insurrection were flung among the people, 
have urg^d me to stand forward upon titis wrapped up in a prociamatidn/ordi'.^ojving 
occasion, 1 have^een prompted to it by parliament. 'iT*e third object of the fo- 
duly and by feeling. My object, to serve reigner's attention would be judge Fox^s 
the cause of justice and m^ country, with- address oi congratulation to the people of 
0^1 exciting *aiiy passion or flaiteriitg any 'i'ippcrary, upon tlie peaceful s^tc of the 
prejudice.* I hope'll may take credit for county; together with that judge’s expres- 
being as little inclined as any man to the sion of surprise that it should be otherwise 
use nf inflammatory language—as Little described by uny person; and the^fourth 
disposed to promote sedition, or mutiny, symptom would, more than all, satisfy his 
or di^aflcction. For Ibis 1 think 1 am eu- mitrti that nq apprehension whaieyer\oiiid 
fttlei to take credit. I'lScre is not, ]>ev- be entertained of disorders or insurrection 
hapsl a man more strongly convinced than* in Ireland, For he would seethe army 
l«un/ that the very existence of the two ij- taken away*»-he would see that forinidal^e 
lan/ls depends, upon the continuance ol body, the ficnnan Id^ion, which wt.s sgnt 
- their coiuiexioo* I am quite assured, that lo Ireland to savf it from sediyoy, en^ 
if there bjj an^^arty iu Ireland of any de- barked *fpT the contineut. Now, if this 
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jn^r trere to state these sent^ents to 
tile sninister, and express hiseurprise that 
fifty suEptciou copld any where be enter- 
taiflBd ol'the la^aliy and tranquillity of the 
IMnple vf Ireland, what would the right 
boo. gentleman say to him P ' Perhaps the 
tight boof geut. would tell him tl9Ht the 
duke of Bedford acted injudl iously in re¬ 
fusing to proclaim a county under martial 
IgWy and resioriiig the peace by means^ol 
tiia CorAfmoD law of thfc land-—that the cW. 
c^mstadces of Ireland ^leing understood fcfr 
Some time bnck, was mere matter.of acc 
dent; dial judge Fox knew nothing at all 
dbout the slate of the country, would 
not the foretgneia be apt to ask, why, il 
iteiand were in sut^h a state of disaffecliorf, 
should the military force be taken away 
£rdm it, untftwo oppressive and: arbitrary 
bills scut thprp, still more to irritate that 
diSweption P perhaps the right hon. gent, 
niighi: say, shat he relied more upon these 
biilt Tor preserving Ireland, than he did 
sipoD a military force; that when he march¬ 
ed out an army, he would march in an act 
of parliament; that when be withdrew a 
legion, he would substitute a law. Hut 
e^ve all, wl^at was the foreigner likely to 
eay'to the ^)gbuiK>n« gent, when ho louud 
ihat, while every endeavour was using to 
Jinn the English, the Irish were disarming P 
With such a remarkable contrast<bei'oi‘e him, 
^ould not the^ foreigner—would any 

man interested for Gveut Britain, nr pos¬ 
sessing common sense, be disposed, par¬ 
ticularly at a crisis when the invasion of a 
pOwt;ii'al enemy was to be apprehended, to 
put this plain question to the minister P II 
you (alee awa 3 pthe arms of the Irish, what 
,«re they to ii;*ht with p And if you lake 
away their constitution, what «re<theyto 
iight for I—It has beert said, that there ex¬ 
ists a French party in Ireland ; but when 
was it that ^uchaparty did not e^ist.in 
thaf country P Since the days of Elizabeth, 
llVom^fhe very commencement of thoee foul 
tyrannical ineasuris which origirmted 
m naliaipU jealousy, political prejudice, or 
religious disseiitioii, but particularly the 
;4attel, which droye Cathohes of high spirit 
!&om'^faeir native country, iiumber&ofsuch' 
exiles Ibund an asylum in France, and 
[ a correspondence betw^jeen theirt aiiir] 
fheir rations in Ireland, which naturally 
)ed tft the creation of a French party iti^l 
'Ireland, . and an Irish party in France. 

the existence Af sneb a party cannot 
^or a^imitsent be incised upon at a 
^^tioii iDf the oppressive laws U was l|uotud 
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to sypport. ^^ippniat policy could be more 
mischievous and inhuman, than a perseve¬ 
rance; in the same persecuting measures 
which origtnaliy created that party P Let 
the state of Irebnd be enquired into—let 
persecution nud injustice be {hitap end to, 
and the French pRiriv'WouId soon cease to 
exist- But, I caimui admit the danger of 
such a party in a political p&iAt of view. 
The corresponden^'c of family connectioas 
may exist altogether independent of na¬ 
tional attachments and prejudices, and per¬ 
haps this tiilked<-of French party may con- 
i^ist solely of meie family Ci linrction, al>8- 
i^acied trom all poltlvcul views. At all 
events, there is no evidete^e tipnti the sub¬ 
ject to'direct the judgment 4)t this house. 
There is, I must obsuive, a pniic’ple con¬ 
tained in the argument which the alleged 
existence of this party was adduced to sup¬ 
port, timt bears a most fearful cliarat ter 
for Ireland iivlred. For the Irish exiles 
having found an asylum m America, in 
DeuinaVk, and other states, it would fc>l- 
low from the u&emade of this priiieiple, that 
whenever Great Britaiu ^h«'i4)ll bt- at war 
with either of inese states, li eland would 
bel]«ible to haveherronsliiutiOKsuspVndod, 
lliere t)eing to be found an American and a 
Danish party in Ireland, as well as a French, 
and all arising from tlM.* same e.ause; uhich 
cause It is the tenrlonuj’ of the bijls 1 have 
dbjecled to to continue and increase.—The 
cause of einigratihn anyl exile from Ireland 
has been consirlcrablv diminished under 
the auspices of our present most gracious 
sovereign ; but sldl a great deal rernaiuR to 
be done to reconcile to their country the 
ureat bodv of the Irish. What has been 
done WHs no doubt culculattd to do much 
good, but yit it is to he recollected, thdl 
there is a grc,‘U deal in .the manner of 
dotn<r a thin?. ‘ I'hero is such a case as con- 
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ftjrnng a favour wiihout obtaining any ac¬ 
knowledgment—of tendering .1 servii^e with¬ 
out exciting any gratitude—and such a case 
may be as nniking coni^essk'us when it is 
too late. 1 recoinnieiid ihesp coubidefa- 
tions to the reflection of miuibthr^ When 
they and others complain of the discontents 
of the Irish, they never appear to consider 
the cause. Whe\i they c.xprcss iheir sur¬ 
prise that the Irish are not contented, ^hilc, 
according tp tlieir observation, that Kopie 
have su^miich reason to he happy/ they 
petray a total ignorance'tff their actum oir- 
cumstances. 'riiefuct is, that the tyranny 
practised upon the Irish ^been througlw 
cHifr uiuemitutig.' I'here huj been uu 
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change but iu the manner of iuflictigg^ it. 
They have had nothing but variety iu op¬ 
pression, extending to all ranks and de¬ 
grees of a ceriaiii description of the peoplp. 
If you would know what this varied oppres¬ 
sion consisted* in, 1 refer ^ou to the penal 
Aututesfou have rej^a^Ied, at>d to someui 
tho^ which still exist. . There you will see 
the high uad«the low equally subjected to 
the lash of persecution ; «nd still some af¬ 
fect to be a^tuiiUhed at the disconlruls oi 
the Irish! But, with all iiiy reluctance to 
introduce any ihiug ludicrous upon so se¬ 
rious an occasion, J cannot Jhelp referritio 
to a little story whic% those very astouishey 
persons call to my mind. Jt was with re¬ 
spect to an Irish dtummer, who,was em. 
ploved to inflict punishment upon a suldier. 
While he was flogging the soldier, the poor 
fellow, writhing with pam, iiitreaCed him 
to change his mode of lashing him. Sonic- 
tunes lie called to him to strike a little 
higher, and sometimes a little lower. The 
drummer 'endeavoured to acconAnodate 
him as far as it was in his power; but And- 
ing it to no purpose, at last cried out, 
** Upon my conscience, you are a discon¬ 
tented fellow, for whether 1 strike hig^ or 
low, there is no such thing as pleasing you.** 
This is precisely the case with* respect to 
Irelapd. Notwithstanding the inflnfte va¬ 
riety of oppression exercised against them, 
there are still a'number of them who se 
unreasonable as to be distontented,—As to 
the conduct which ^gbt to be pursued with 
respect to Ireland, do not let it be imagined 
that 1 should not desire to have a strong 
armed force in that country. I would have 
such u force stationed there, much as 1 rely 
on the loyalty of the people. But this 
4'orce should he the protectors and advo¬ 
cates pf tlie peo}fle: it should not be 
placed there to act as exeeuiioners, but as 
a guard of honour upon the conslilutitsii, 
the liberty and life property of the people. 

1 do not wish to have the fate of Ireland 
entrusted to an •inadequate force, parti- 
cyiarJy at a ]5eriod when no one can tell the 
hour at wlTich the Snemy may arrive. J 
wish to*have such a force in Ireland, as 
well as in every other.quarter of the empire, 
as should assure our foreign enemy of pe 
impossibility of success; and at the ss^^ 
Tiinl serve to dift:uurage*tbe operations of 
domestic enemies, by coDviacIngthem thai 
U is in vain to hope—that his prospects 
aiMl calculations were vain* With tfiis 
view and object, I would have a large army 
iu Irelan^ ; aAl such an army would ^erve 
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still more^ to render the bills I have refy^^ . 
red to, quite unnecessary. J^cause, if iiv 
vasion or rebellion should take place, ibp 
peace of the rouutry would jbe vested, ia 
the armg. For it is a prerogative t|)j^ 
crown in such cases, tu put the coupti^ 
under jpartial law, and in euch cae<‘8 only 
can mariial law be necessary, purticular^ 
if you keep a large force in ihe countrap 

t prerogative of the crown, then, isfuflg 
petenc to meet any real dangc^ wiiti^ 
these bills, which are in fact iu>i)^iag 
inartiul law in mfisquerade.;—As to djf 
of arming the people at large, whic^ 

It seems, 4b uOt to be extended .to ,lrehm4 
—although the principle is so perfectl|r 
congenial with the spirit oi Uie British 
stitution—for it is a part of the kiug's 
rogative tg compel the jfeopic to arm m casp- 
of i.nvasion or rebellion, 1 contnid tb^ 
the policy of disarming the trish is baci, 
even for the purpose that measure ptojes- 
ses to have iu view. For a people that qro. 
armed are in general, or almost always, 
mure peaceable and less disdontented 
those who are Wt defenceless and dlfr> 
armed. If the king should, under his prerq- . 
gatitre, call out the people of Ireland, or t!^' 
sheritf were to summon postp comitar 
tits, in what state, 1 would as^, are l^||^ 
people likely to be found after the oper^ , 
tion of thpse acts of parliament f It If, 
however, pretended that tuese acts are only 
to continue for a certain rime; that tbey * 
only involve a suspension of the constitu¬ 
tion, in which the people have a reversion** 
ary interest. *But 1 do not know when tho 
suspension is to cease. It began 
and since thei^ it has continued .without 
interruption, aud the lease has Just beejB 
rcnc^d for three years lunger. I aiii of 
opinion that a people who can submit sp 
long to such a measure must be tolerably 
well • prepared for slavery. Indeed, it 
cannot be diflicult to reconcile them to 
the Ipss of freedom. In renewing the loan 
to government of the IrUh constitutiou, I 
reinembor fjiat ministers would not at- • 
tend to the ^vicc of my right Ubn. frieiid 
(Mr. Grattan) as to the duration of the • 
lease. No; where his authority suited 
iheir view, they adopvdd it and tuok^helter 
^nder it, but where that authority wat * 
against them, they rejected it. Bui iheright 
hdu.tbe chancellor of the exchequer has pro^ * 
mised that the constitution shall be restof^d 
to Ireland; 1 should like to see a rec^tapd 
promise,,of return, for a free .oonstiiutlbe, 
from the hand of tfie/ight boa* fedt.* 1 ctere 
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ete^al bar to thair hopef, and b«^d aaUed 
the abominable yell of No l^opery." 
There were some of the latter who were, 
1)0 doubt, actuated by cifHscientiouy OiQ:; 
ttves. He was most sincerely disposed to 
do credit to the motives of his ^majesty, 
and hud no doubt hwwas actuated by the 
purest dirtates of conscience. In bis ho- 
noarubieinmn iie was contidfsitH.tiareexist* 
ed as iiiucb abbon ence oi ibeautbors of any 
cry which could disunite and distrapt bis 
subjectsasany nmhin the nation could feuK 
He hud no tiesilation in saying, that those 


e^iaa he is alawyer, a financier, ai^i a statcs- 
mtatf it veaH-; be a curious production, 
running, perbii|(ps« in these terma-T*'* Where¬ 
as it bben^^eemed expedient for the 
peace and ^K>d of Ireland,' for |pod and 
eahiable cot^siderufipiis, to Utke the cousti- 
fntion of that country into the keeping of 
Ibe crown; I on the part pf the ci^owii do 
vrooiise and declare thi^t it shall be re- 
lamed when it if deemed expediemV' I9ut 
aappose a project formed tp withhold ^is 
poMitutiou abogetbyr—suppose it w^ 
aesolved to establish absolute despotisi^ 

auch os would justify the feststahce of a4nien w'ho would raise any thing like eier- 
'' people-—bow is that resistcmce to be j^al obstacles to the vieWs of the C-dtholics, 

itnust act disagreeably to him whose scru¬ 
ples upon the subject -might be removed by 
time and consideration. I'he right hon. 
gent, concluded this part of the subject by 
rcterriiigtothe conduct of the last adnduis* 
iration, whose promptitude ui <liopping 
the bill respecting the Catholics bo appro¬ 
ved, perhaps much more than he did of 
their original introduction of it.—1 think, 
said Mr, S., they began at the wrong end. 
'J'hcy should have commenced the measure 
of redress in Ireland at the cottage, instead 
of a; the park and the mansvou. To have^ 
gone first to the higher orders of the Catho- 
)ic&--*to ba*ve sought to make them judges, 
and peers and commoners—1 /lonot.know' 
that such a jAroceediug, had it talcen place, 
svould not rather have served to aggra¬ 
vate discontent, bS it miglit have been cun- 
stiued into a design lodivide ll>e intereslii 
of the Catholics.. Sure I am, ihul with a 
view to serve or to conciliate the Cailiulk* 
population, 1 mean the poor, the peasantry, 
us efiect would be nutlmig; indeed it would 
be quite a mockery, it wnuki ho like 
dressing or decorattiig the lop*masts of ^ 
ship vyhen tlier^^ were TO feet water in the 
hold, or pnuinti a laced hat on a man who 
had not a shoe to his foot. The place to 
set out will] in Ireland lor the relief of the 
people,, is the cottage. Tlie distressed 
state of the pelisauiry \nu6t be first con«- 
sidered, and above all, the tithes, i sbottld ’ 
hope^hat every man of good sense a^ud sound 
heart would be forward to devote some 
part of his allentioii to this important 
question. A great deal of inforniatiuu 
respect to the state of the Irish peasan- 
tryi and the bekt meantf of relieving t<iein, 
f>may be eollieeted from private sources. I 
h^ve bad many communications .on the 
subject, and I havelooked jiito sevemUva- 
luable books and pamphlets respecting the 
Irish peasantry, but have f^n i^inicular^' 


Bade aner the arms of the people have 
teea taken away?—'What ministers uKi- 
aeat^' mean to do with respect tp Ireland, 
<kls r^ly difficult to divme: promise, 

to be sure, to restore the coiikitutiQu, and 
todotnany other things; but the people of 
Ireland know by whom the pronpiie is' 
Bade, They remember those who pro- 
Biacdso much at the time of tbebiiioii, 
and never kept their word in any one 
pokit—No, not one. ‘indeed, their con- 
•duct towai^.'l^'^luud in this respect, puts 
•Be in miud^of the promises made to 
idiihlrem The^irent presents a favour to 
4he view of tbK child ; but declines to give 
. it No, no, the child would spoil it, und 
ihe pareut kee|)5 it lor fear should. 
'Thus preciKly are the people of IrT^land 
trilled with as to promises; and thusare those 
promises fulfilled. How luive they acted 
Upon the subject of the (Catholic question r 
' 1 aui not now going into the discvtssion oi 
tliat question; but was not tlie grant of 
that mcasurcUield cut as one of the first 
consequenees of the Uuiiin ? bucb was to 
be collected from the words of sevor^tl of 
the principal advocates of that measure, 
and, among .others, even Dr. Duigenau. 
'Mr. Pitt and the noble lord (Castlereagb) 
lieid ont a hope, upon tlieir retirement 
‘from office in IbOl, that their return to 
.'isiftce might be deemed the signal fur Ca¬ 
tholic emancipation. But ^yet they re- 
tamJI to office, and no such grunt was 
^ proposed. Were not the frequent disap- 
'pointmeDU of the Catholic body-o-dieir 
hopes^feferred—onb of the principal causes 
tb6 Iriab disconteatB ?—H^e Mr.bherio 
^aii eutdrad into a review of the conduct 
of the .several members of the present cu- 
sbioet with respect to the catholic question, 
-aqd cmitrasted tbostf who formerly prooii- 
vtod so much to the Ci^holiet with those 
'ho inul lately endeavoorpd to'^put^^an 
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interested by Mr. Dell's treatise upon^ibein. 

It would not require much reading after 
this book to make gentlemen fully 'ac¬ 
quainted with the state, habits and cha^ 
racter of these poor peasantiy, whose suf¬ 
ferings ^ve lo long and forcibly appealed 
to the faumanily anth^srice of the legisla. 
ture* I have iieard it said, and I have al¬ 
ways beef! stiocked at the assertion, that 
the Iribli peasantry might be comfortable 
if they would, if they chose to be indus¬ 
trious; and that It is idle to attempt atiy 
improvement of their condition. It is 
abominable t5 hear blame-luid on Proviy 
dence instead of laying it on man. Cqfi 
any set of men, I would ask, be found whii 
manifest so much of*the qualities of which 
these cruel caliimniators would deprive 
them, as the Irish peasantry^ Dul they arc 
only calumniated by those men who would 
degrade them bilow tl elevelof the human, 
creation^ in order to palliate their own in¬ 
humanity towards them/ We \\ere told in 
England, that the unhappy Africans were in¬ 
sensible to thcordiiyiry feelings of humanity, 
in order to render us iudiifcrent to their 
suHeriups, and to the ( ustun:i of the slave 
trade. On sliiidar motives the chasacter 
of the iribh peasantry is so foully misre¬ 
presented by eorue men in this country and 
in Ireland ^Iso. But what jnilpabre evi¬ 
dence dp the Iri&h pcasHuts, ^kherever you 
meet them, afford of the falsehood of ihetr 
hlanderers. Can any men e<xliibit more of 
enterprise than •those peasants, in coming 
to this country in search of employment, 
nr more of affection for country and 
family, inTeturning home with’the. pit¬ 
tances they earn here ? Is it not mtinifesL 
to every one of you, that the charge of in- 
^dispobition to industry cannot apply to 
those poor men/who^ iq fact, do all the 
Juird work of this metropdlis ? When, then, 
the Iris|j exhibit such a character in tAiis 
country, it is impossible- that such a dif¬ 
ference at homo as some gentlemen assert 
to exist, ^an proceed from any other than 
fifoss misrn!c4 If 1 were proposing this 
enquiry /u time of profound peace, 1 
should expect -^our acquiescence in it. 
But in tho difficulties which now surround 
the country, the claim js, in my mind, irre- 
^biacit^lc. 1 know it has been long the hack- 
nieS cant, that ^uch ancT suqh is the most 
perilous period the counlry- kus dVer knowi}, 
But without any such cant—without qpy 
exaggeration whatever, 1 defy any man to 
ahew me a |>eriod in our history so full of 
peril; ai^d tvliere shall wc look for aid f 1 


am sick Qf continental alliances, of bearing 
about your magnanimous aMpsror Ales* 
ander, and all the rest of tbw. Wben^ 
however, 1 look at tfaecon&itct of that so* 
vereign^ triumphing at Pefersburgh upba 
acquisitions of territory pluqdered froa 
Prussid) her ally, to whom, were ho 
really magnanimous, he ought rather to 
have given territory, i cannot endure the 
idea of turning to the continent for any 
ti/ig to confide in fdr our existencA When 
[Auok at France; ijot as Mr* Burke dqi^ 
veribed it, * a blank ib the map of Eah 
rope;' but wbbn 1 see nothing almost but 
France—when 1 look to the state of tte 
East Indies, and to thasoftbe West ako 
find, indeed, that on Monday yob 
pledged yourselves to enquire into the sti^ 
of prop;rriy in those islands, dnd very pn>w 
perly too; but when you jhus pledge 
} ourselves to enquire as to the property of 
the West-lndia planters^ iset too inuck 
for me to propose a pledge that you wiU 
lake into your consideration not the pro^ 
petty of the Irish, |)ut their aliegiance^ liber¬ 
ty, and rignt*—when I look at America, 
but in meiuiuniiigthat couA^y I should be 
sorry if understood at all to speak in terms 
ill calculated to encourage a dj^positiou to 
surrender that privilege which we cannot 
surrender, without abandoning power and* 
important^—when 1 hiTve thus reviewed 
ihcSiaie of our colonies, connections, and. 
allies; and find the uppearanep so gloomy^ 
is it unreasonable ^that I should ask you'to 
look at * your statute book, and tp stady 
the means of conciliating the alliance 6i 
your own subjects f While such menacing 
danger hangs ever us, 1 Cannot* without 
serious pain reflect U|>on the manner in 
whicH you employ yourselves^-one party 
charging the othef, and vice wrsd—“you 
did that job”—“No, but you did worse/' 
—'*^ly plan raised more'recruits then 
your's"—“ No, byl it did not.” As if men 
were recruiting for a wager, and the OEffy 
object of debate was to criminate each 
other. I cannot jiatienily tbiqk of sueb* 
petty Squabbles, while Buonaparte is 
ing the natiotn—while he is surrobudit^' 
France, not with tl^at iron fron^r, fbr 
which the wish and childish ambition of« 
Ldbis the l^th was so eager, but wifb kltrgn 
doms of his own creation-^securmg the. 
gratitudeof higher minds as the hostage, and 
the fears of others as pledges for his si^ty. 
His are no ordinafy foriihcallftns* 4^is 
Martello towers qre his alhea->—cjovms obd 
sccptr&.are tlie pallisadoes ufbiseatmich- 
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ttirats, and kings are Ins ctiiitineU.—Tn not patter to him by wbotO tbeobjeat was 
«(^h a statetiie world then, and with taken up. Uis desire was to have, the 
such un eueosy* viewing this country as thing dune; and if any gentleman on any 
. . the almost reaiuiniug object of bis ambition ^ide of the house, would follow it up, be 
to destroy<—surely the policy of looking to would be entitled to ibe gratitude of Ire- 
all the means of strengthening yourselves land, and should have his warmest tlianks* 
is too obvious to require comment. Let The ChanceUorof'4heExcheqv€r said, it 
me then exhort you to consider the means did not seem to him to be necessary to e'liter 
of reudenug tliat country really service* into any argument on the suL^eets touched 
able to you. I have heard of subsidjps. on by the rightbon. gent. He begged 
four 6uL&idics to Piussia were consider- leave, however, before be even troubled 
ij^le in amount, and^'et quite unprodu¥-| the bouse with the few words which he 
uve in efiect. Why don’t you subsidi^ should have to ufl'er on the subject of the 
ireland ? And all the subsidies I tisk for d'igbt lion, gent’s, motion, to'correct amis- 
%er is your conddence, affection and justice i^^ke into which he had fallen. Tiie right 
to her people. These, 1 call on you to grant lion. gent, had said, that the military de- 
lielbre it be too late, if you refuse to sfe fence uf Ireland had been greatly reduced 
the danger that menaces, and will not within a short period by the removal of 
consider in* due time about i^ie means troops from that country. Any reduction 
which 1 propose to you for providing against of this kind, however, which had taken 
it, it is a bad symptom. The first character place, was trifling in the extreme; and 
of.countge ds to look at danger with u when lie nientiuned that there were at this 
dauntless eye, and the next to combat it moment in Ireland .50,000 men of the re- 
with a dauntless Heart. If with this resu- gulararmy and militia alone, independent 
lution we front our dangers, history will of volunteers, gentlemen, he was con¬ 
do justice to our feelings and character, vinced, would agree with him, that the 
whatever may be the exertions or the sue- ihihtary force in that part of the country 
bess of the formidable tyrant who would had .not been reduced in any improper de- 
destroy us,, or otahorsC who succeed to iiis grcc. Having lectified this mistake in the 
power and his views. 'Phe honest historian statement of the right hun. gent., hcshuuld 
• will not fail to yield a just inbe.te to our now oner a fe%v words on the grounds.upon 
Teputation. U''iait!iiu( to onrscKes, il wliicli he called un the house to concur in 
. buited, we shall iu these two little islands, the present motion. Great part of what 
to w'bii'h, as to an altar, freedom has flown had fallen from the right hon. gent, on this 
ib'r refuge, be able to fight with ult the head termed to him not so much applicable 
valoroqs fury of men defending a vio* to the riglit'oon. L'Cnt.’s present purjH^se, ns 
iated sanctuary.-^Tlio right hon. gent, then to two bills lately hci'ore the house, and ou 
concluded with uiovmg ** That this house which, as it would seem, the rii;ht hon. 
will -immediately, ou Uie meeting ol' gent., having omitted, or not having seen, 
the ensuing session oLparliament, pro- a favourable opportunity of delivering Ins 
** cced to lake into their mo.st serious and sentiments, wished still to avail himself of 
^ solemn c.onBideraiirtn, liie State and that privilege. ^The harangue of the right 
Condition of Jrcdaiui, ui the anxioc.s hou.gent, taking itin this point of view, so 
f* hope, that such measures and remedte:' flu* from briug calculated to produce una- 
** may be sal'ely adof)ttd, in regard to the nimity, could alone tend to discoutentand 
** discontents alleged to exist in ^ that division. When the right hon. gent, stated, 

^ country, as may render unnecessary the that the renewal'uf the bitls alluded to for a 
'* ** continuance 6l those provisions which series of years was only to prepare the pe^ ' 
Ibe legislatuieof the united kingdom has pie for a total e.xtiDctioD of th^r liberties, 

" ** dednied It expedient reluetantly toadopt was that not calculated to irritate rather 
^ at ^close ut tlie present aessioiiB and than to reconcile? The measuros, too, to 
« Ibf permanence^ di which would be a | which the right bon gent, alluded, had*only 
*^>!V|(^atioi3 -of ilie rights of (he people of lately passed through that house, aqd had 
j^lrelaiul, and a subversion of the spirit been regarded universally as acts of iibpe* 
and pracitce of our free constitution." mous nec:essity. It was, therefore, rather 
After he had read hrs motion, the right ap extravagant expectation* in the right bon. 
hc^. gent, expressed readiness to ac* gent* that having so recently dec-lared the 
i{ui^8cg jn any ntueiidii^ot which should measures necessary, the ho^iie should now, 
4eave its main object ustouched*'' It did with*the circumstauce fresh in tj^etr recot 
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. lectiOn, contradict what they haxl sc/iately his nat^^% country, was not the less lumi- 
enacled. Tlie house had lately discharged nous, because a commcudiMe luuderatieu 
ainmportant duty to t^e people on this and served to augment its splendour andinvU 
oil the other side of the water: it was exthu- gorate its force, lie (Mr. Grattau) ap- * 
vagant in the/iglithun. gent, to hope tliat proved of that moderation, and approved 
they shiBuld so soon falsity what they hud of the sentiment—it was not in the seiitU 
done. T'hatthe Iioustf would be ready at all ment l?e ditlered froth his right lion, friend 
times to consider every thing that could be —no, far from it; he heartily coincided 
done fur tliegood of Ireli^nd, there could be with him In the sentimeut ; it was in the 
no doubt; and this being the case, there a^licatibu of that ^entiment tlm^he had 
could be no necessity for entering into a ijTe misfortune to ditfer from him. In the 
pledge to that olTect: It was only fur the first place, he could^iot agree with his ri^t 
right lion, gen.t. at any time, to bring for- hoii. fi ieud, that there were no just grounds 
ward any measure which iiihis judgenici^ for the passing of the two bills, the Irith 
might be for tbegood of tlie united kingdom Arms bill, and the Irish Insurrection bill^ 
in cencral, and Ireland iu particular, and i^hich had been enacte*d by parliament* 
liewould be ready to give it every support Ills right hon. friend had said, that there 
iu his power, lie denied ^that the right was no just ground foi»passii;g the lusur- 
hoii. gent, was correct in saying, that ever rection bul, and yet tiud nut liis right bon* 
biucc the union the interests of Ireland had friend admitted tluit there Was a French 
bceu treated with inditlbrencet He knew* party in Ireland? lie did more, he said that 
that the house would be-eager at all limes there bad been ever a French party in Ire- 
tovhew every attention to the stateeof that land. He allowed tiiojusticc of that state- 
part of the country without the necessity of ment; but he begged the house, and his right 
any pledge on thd subject. He should liou.friend,torec6llect,tbattherewasavery 
therefore forbear from introducing any uu- great difference between a^parly that had 
profitable discussion on the present oc- existed, and a party that now existed, and 
casioii, but should cuiitcut hiinself *wilh not only that, but ther^ was also a great 
moving the previous (]uestion. difference in the times, and now^that Fi'ai^ce 

Mr. Grattan began by observing tiiat be was become such a gigantic power, and 
was glad tfiat the pnsent cjuestion had French party existed in Ireland, that 
excited ft) great,a portion of the public afr was alone,* in his opinion, a good reason 
ttMilioti, because it shewed that the people for adopting a strong measure. Theie* 
of this country w^re nut indid'erent to the might be times when the cunfinon law * 01 * 

( orninoii cause. Ireland was linked to that the land ivas by nO means suilicient for the 
cause, and every thing’which related to safety and security of the country; and 
Ireland naturally excited the public iu- when that was the case, strong m^sures 
terest. It was the cause, not of Ireland must be resorted to. lie cjjd not niean to 
only, but of the two islands together ; the say that the people of Ireland were in ge- 
g^realness, that is, tlie being of this great neraiyisati'eclod ; on the contrary, he joni- 
empire, was ideniilied with the cordial co- ed with his right hon. friend in the belief 
operation of Ireland, .anct every question tliat they were generally loyal and firmly 
that related to the one, naturally involved attached to the governuicnt of this country, 
the dearAt interests of the other. With It was not, however, sufticiehl to say that 
regard to the term of the lusurrectibn bill, parti^cular counties were undisturbed. 
lie had certaiulys voted "for the shorter justice Fox, he hud no doubt, was very 

• period, and ke still believed that it would right ni what he had said of tlie counties of * 
iiiVe been/more wise to coniine within Tipperary, Wexford, and Kilkenny, but 
as tiarrcAv limits as possible, the period there might be*discontented parties in other • 
of the suspension of the British constitu- quarters, which were suilicient to justify 
lion. This much he* said iu confirmation the extraordinary pow^s given by Ac bills , 
of Jhe assertion of hi5 right hon. friend Jutoly passed. Ilis right lion. lrlc»d had 
Sheridan), who hacf, on that niglit, stated that flie people ol Ireland were in a 
re-asserted his claim to the clffb applause oli state of perfect trunquilliiy, and, tiiat a 
past times,'and the disinterested adniira- person of the highest aulhorily, in anotlier 
tioi^ of impartial posterity. Fie had fougTit place, had given it as his opinion that^he 
a. good fight in the cause of Ireland ; he had Arms bill was unneces^a^y. That higli 
evinced a stat^man's firmness and ^ pa- authority might think so, but he (ould not 
triot's lovff, and his display in the cause of agree with*Inm ou lliat head* Thegreat 
Voi.. JX. ^ ^ . . I* ll ■ 
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object of the Arms bill seemed ribt lo be 
fully understood; it bad in view the cljh- 
arming, not the great mass of the people, 
buLoertain portions of them who wore re¬ 
bels, and who went about the country to 
the houses of farmersi and gentleman who 
were known to have arms, and j>liin(]erofJ 
them of the same, to use tliem for rebel¬ 
lious purposes, and one ol the chief objects 
of the bill was to takctfroin those robbtTs 
the power of doing tbat. AnotherobJcly 
oAhe act was to prcveftl compulsory oalljV 
from being administered, and other mat¬ 
ters which tended to promote and dilVusc 
insurrection. WqjS it oppression to check ■ 
such a banditti in their career—the carets 
that must Anally arm them against all law 
and social order ? Ke did not tbifik it wiis, 
and he therefore voted for the enaction (»] 
the Irish Arbis bill. But, it had been his. 
crime too, to^votc for the lusurreclion act.. 
He bad done so,and he did not think he ever 
should have cause tef regret tliat vote. It 
did go to suspend the constitution, but its 
operation was confined tb a state of rebel¬ 
lion only; thajt is, an aw(?ful ciuergoncy 
alpne was lo render its application necessa¬ 
ry. The reme<^’ was violent—granted— 
but the evif was deadly. The trial by jur 3 % 

• however, was not even in rtbeliJon lo be 
abolished, and the judicima piirimn wa.-. 
justly considered equivalent to nny ‘uci. 
^emergency; with all this he was ready 
admit that thereinedy was unconstitutional. 
But at the same time hc'lell tliat it waslie- 
cessary. It was no new or sudden rcinetly ; 
the fir4t insurrection act had origiiiaie<l will) 
the lale-lord biilwarden, cjnel j«>dge fftlu- 
king’s bench in Ireland. He had drawn it 
lip, and that person was no enemy to tliij esta¬ 
blished laws of Ins couvitrV, for at his death 
he had announced his wish tlnil (ns ninrdci- 
ers should be brought to justice by lUe Ja\^ 
of the land only, and not by any exlraordi- 
nary ni^ns of intervention. A still ^grea¬ 
ter aiiihority had supported the principle oi 
the bill, Jlie late lord Ychei;ton, vi.scount 
Avenmore, then the chief baron of tbe e.\- 
• cheqfter. That great consUtulional lawyer 
had ^yiprovcd of the principle ol this bill 
4|^ii the gniund of its urgent nm ssily. 

j^oke in the Irish liouse of lords ri fa¬ 
vour of'ihe principle in 17*10, iu |7.07 he 
supported the principle, and in 17f)8 proved 
that he was not wrong in sujiporting it, 
as to men yet living, they were not 
Aiihopt authority; the jaie attorney-gene- 
ncl for frcland was known enough even in 
that bouse to be theiV the aul^Kority (le ^'as 


so jubtly in his own country; he had ap¬ 
proved of the principle; the solicitor-ge¬ 
neral for Ireland had approved of the prin¬ 
ciple of the bill—a man, pei haps, of the 
fir^t genius in that country, mid of a spirit 
of patriotism libei:al ayd enlighten^ as his 
talents. M’lie present, bill had been suppurl- 
ed by them botli; and was culpable 
ill him (Mr. Grattan) lo yield to his own 
impulse when sanctioned by such great 
constitutional authority? The bill he bc- 
lievt;<l to be necessary, und so rooted was 
diis tonviction, that he sbojild.liave supporl- 
\} tliat hill iidd be been left m a trifling 
luinoi It)'—naVi continued Mr. Coattan, 
iiad i stood alone i should have vote^for 
both bills—the state <»f Ireland jusffied 
lliein. I am n#)t speaking again:>l Ireland, 
but I am advocating the cause of Ireland 
i against J'laiice. i would put Ireland her- 
!*self against the distempers that would sap 
; lier couslituiion—»it is a strong cim&tku- 
tion—ifdturc has done much, ijut suibt- 
tliing mav creep m to abuse the bounty of 
iiatuie—at the same tuile ihev are not to be 

4 

looker! upon as symptom^ of weakness— 
the l)odilv habit is physically strong, and 
the oruptioii*^ on tlie surface prove rather a 
C( rtain kind o( mane violence, that may be 
purilitfd into salutaiy strength cqrrtet 
the external f»rui iency,*ancl you have all llic 
«r]va!itage^ ol inward licallh und si*ibbtantial 
vijour—tbi piin]).!e on tlic face of llic fair 
one floes not dim the lustre ofhei beauty or 
coiiliaci the fascination (>f her eijurms. in 
the same iniumcr, d Ireland had e.vjjressed 
anv mdjiiiianl sense ol measures that were 
deenu’d oppressive, tlie loeliiig that was 
stioiig in resentment for alledged sufleriugs, 
woitbl be lively in gratitude lor piojtctad 
benefits, Ireland niigiil inuraun for wliat 
she had sufb tuA, but would be gruleful lor 
v^iatsln was bill])]omised. Soniueh lorlre- 
laml. Wilii respect tA those two laws, 
Hipy arecnaetr'rl n(<l against Iicland, but lor 
the ( nipiie. If* the suspension of the eon- 
slilution is ol»jr‘Ctcd to, 1 ahswer that jhe 
Muluiy bill is a suspension of tVe eonsliUi- 
lion in England; of the dearest privileges of 
^lie Bill ot Uiglits ; yeli why was it enacted ? 
I'liat we might have an army—u standing 
army—in England, and why are those i>i!ls, 
the Irish Anns Und IrisG Insurrectioif billl,’ 
enacted ^—why, that the Frcr 4 :h may not 
have an army in Ireland. It is good to t^^lk 
of abstract principles; but it is better ta a])- 
j)ly such principles to existing difficulties* 
1 .w»uld therefore suspend llie English con- 
stilulioo iu Ireland, tiiut Ireland nay have 
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itand maintain itevcraftcr. I iiJie afcgtracl kind ofvjfalch-word to summon theoppress- 
principles most where tbey.can be best ap- ed to act in common cause qgainst their op- 
plied; ihose wide, vague, cosmopolitan pression. I would propose, then, a comrau- 
principles were useless if they did not appl), tation of Tithe. This subject deserves the 
and perlicips were dangerous if they did. most serious attention, for if you remove 
So ymejj lurtlie bills which I have support- this one cause of discontent, it will go in 
ed ; and now as to the general state of Ire- a great degree to fritter away the rest*-— 
laud J would say a few words. If you The third bead is religion; upon this 1 
would renRo\ Ireland, look to it in three shall be very brief, because it is too obvi- 
poiutb of view : look to It in its education, oup to receive any elucidation from what I 
its agriculture, aufl its religion. The sys- cyiild offer here. most heartily c<vicur 
tern oi education IS bad; it :s, as far as relates \fith my right hon. friend—the doorjs 
to the fiee schools, a monopoly—the num- shut, and the population of Ireland is ex* 
her of petty 'sc4<n^ls are injurious to ihjy eluded—and excluded from what ? from the 
cause oTlitcialure. I would go not only jp means of defending you—from the gene- 
educate the rich but the poor. Eight thou- roiis spirit to defend they have not, 
sand acres of laud*s>upport but .18 free Jlid the <hsinterested zeal of co-operating 
schools, averaging the 8000 acres at with you in defence of what you have and 
10,000 pounds—those free schools have enjoy, an# that looinmiediately by them? to 
not succeeded ; I am not prepared to say whom you refuse the same blessings. The 
why. xMaiiy of the prjncipals I know to^ parliament have no right to refuse their re- 
be mi,n of capability, ass^uily, and learn- ligion to a people that obey Bfaithfully and 
ing; but yet the schools have dj^clmed. light ardently in bebyilf of the laws that it 
Perhaps it Is owing to the niggardly policy enacts. No one set of men can justly dic- 
that defeats Its owiuobjcct in the manner of tate to another l^ie creed of their own or- 
the institution. I’hc petty schools are too thodox}—nogovernmenthasarighttoob- 
inany, and the great ones too few. There- trude into the sanctuary* of the human 
suit of such an economy may be readily an- mind, to decide between its God and its se- 
ticipated. Two or tiirec great public sponsibility. Butithas^ieen ^idithatlhe 
schools would be better than a horde oi faith of the Catholics of Ireland related *10 
theaoin:noi*menicient schools. When you foreign powers and engenderedforeignaf— 
])]aut a school ilia wide extent, and yet icctious. •It is denied by the Catholics in 
a limited vicinitv, you ingraft imbccililj their professions and conduct. The leadf-^ 
up^ Ignorance : it perishes by Us own ing sentiment, among them i^ hostility to 
weakness. \Vhcr?as, colonize learning, and France and French principles. I will read 
you assist Us propagation. 1 would recdm* the resolutions of the Erotestant G^and Ju* 
mend, ihuitiore, a principal school in each rors of the county of Kilkenny—1 will read 
parish. As lo tUe second consideration— also the answer of their Catholic brolhreii 
iheagricultuie; it iitvolved.at once the ties- [here the right dion. gent.tead tire resolu¬ 
tion of tilhcs : tithes made the hot-bed of lions]. Is it, then, to be tuidured, that 
fliscoiitenl in Ireland. 1 would propose such Aeii couUl^iii general be •suspected of 
Sjome modihealiou with respect to the mode harbouring a thougnt favourable to French 
of coiiectiiig them. J >*1 the government, politicians? I.et England look at her 
suppose, •guarantee the payment to the strcnj»lh, and ask herself hpw much she 
clergy, and thus exonerate the struggling owes of it to Ireland* The Catholics have 
peasant from the many restrictions that at gone hand in luind cheerfully with .you ia 
present haiigjDver^iini, as to the culture or ail dangers ; will you now turn your back ^ 
mBnagemeut’of the.lillle spot that gives on them, ai»d deny tiiem a shufc of your * 
him an inlWest in the fate of Irelaml, by privileges? If you object to them pigmy 
enabling him to feed his wife and lamily ; scruples of bigotry and party, how wUl you ' 
thissubjectispeculiarly worthy the attention answtfr to their mighty^appeal to liK^baitleg 
of parliament, because iithes have been the they have fought, And the victories they t 
of all pas^ disturbances in Ireland. 5iave sharetkin ? It is a bad policy^o tell 
Tithes gave rise to the “ lleijrls of Steel. " tltc me« covered with wounds in aefence of . 
Tithes Cdllud together the “TligRt Bo*ys. your rights, that they shall have no rights 
Tithes were the cause of the “ While Boy&»" to plead for ; but nty hopes are foimded*on 
Tillies were the cause of the “ IVep of something sounder \han your provisions, 
day Boys.” .Tithes were the cause of If the yeople of 1/eIaud see their siluatiJn 
“ TluebhVs*” Tithes were in a raautier a with a mind truly great—if, w formerly. 
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t'leir strength of mind be but proportionate 
to the extent ofiheir calamity*—if w ith a dig- 
niiied compassion they pity and forgive the 
pitiable virulence of party animosity—il 
they forget every thing but themselves and 
what they have been, and what they have 
done ; in 177*}, when they got a traoe, and 
in the memorable 17 i> 2 , when they got a 
constitution—if Ireland but remembers 
this, and looks to the present niomeiitdus 
crisis wi^h the eye of a'gallunt general, iiftd j 
M^igh-minded nation, ULien will she best rl- 
futc the calumnies of ignbraiice; she will 
not turn aside from the cmisc of Cl real 
Britain, of Europe, and the globe, to 
listen to the moodj mutterin^s of any shab¬ 
by mutineer—tlie night-hoy, orihewliitc- 
bqy, or any other ragged rt'bel. She will look 
to what such a policy did for her in J77*); 
she will sen constitution tollowing com¬ 
merce in I7S2; she will ponder upon 
thorn and nof disgrrice the example of those 
hallowed times. French p(>Iitifs are their 
own remedy. Ireiriiul need not look to 
Holland, where commerce invited plunder, 

* hut could not glut it. Ireland need not 
look to Genoa, where prostration .was 
tbe consequence of an ilUplacrd and hasty 
confidencet Slfc need not look to Italy, 
where all that was made sacred by time, 
by habit, by nalignal prejudice, by religion, 
served only by the richness ol the spoils, to 
' heigliten the splendour of the conBagi'ation 
that consumed them. her remember 
that she has qualified herself ill purbuitof 
the rights she has obtained, \jt/ the freedom 
that 'Sought, and the allegiance that ac¬ 
knowledge them. Ireland has fought boldly 
and faithfully to secure to ’England the con- 
fclilution Ireland m) naturally wishes^ share 
the blessing of; but sljewdl continue in the 
pursuit of them, as she has done tti the 
pursuit of a legitimate object—by legitimate 
means. Lee it be for you to answer her 
accordingly, aqd let no narrow policy pre- 
-ventyou frommaking the Irish Prottstants 
a people, by making the Jnsli ('ailiolics 
free ment Such arc my sf^fitiments us to 
the §tate of Ireland ; agreeinc, as I do, 
with the sentiments of my right non. friend, 
xvhosa exertions ikii^ night in t'lie cause oi 
his yative country, are above my ,poor 
praise, ^nd do equal hoiiour'lo his talenfs 
and to bis patriotism ; still I rlifibr from 
him iri the application of that sentiment. 
Besides, the motion jnrit^ present form goes 
censure the late proceedings of parlia- 
pient,* with respect to that country ; and J 
do yot thmk that ih^ bouse \you!d rcadiJy. 


acquiesce in imposing a censure upon Itself, 

I am willing to give every ci edit to the mo¬ 
tives of ray right hon, friend in making the 
prtisent motion, but it is not to be expected 
that I am now to censure^ my own act 
in voting for the two bille, whichalhe pre¬ 
sent state of Ireland,* and that of Europe, 
as affecting Ireland, in my miqd rendered 
necessary, 

Mr, Diffon declared,, that the adoption 
of the proposition belorc the house, must 
be foiibideretl as a solemn pledge of a new 
system of policy to be pursued with regard 
the government of Jrtlaiid, It was a 
^lestion of two inodes of governing a 
country, which was admitted to be in a 
perpetudl slate of * radical disconteiTt. 
With reguni to the government of such a 
country, two modes only could l>e resorted 
to—the one uhicli he should recommend, 
namely, by removing the causes of such al¬ 
leged discontez#;. the other, by adopting 
such vigorous and restrictive measures as 
those lately adopted, the effect of which 
was to guard aguinst Eie ill effects of the 
bad system of policy pursued—a system 
which wopld consecrate abuse and reign 
onl^-'by arbitrary power. As to the effects 
of such a system, he must be allowed to 
state axiom which had been agreed 
upon at ftl times, and by all <he cnriinent 
persons who had ever written ov spoken 
upon political ecouoni)—this axiom yas, 
tliat a stale would sooner recover fronube 
effects of war, and connagration, and ge¬ 
neral devastation, provided the period which 
should ensue should be one in which such^ 
state should have lull advantages gf excel¬ 
lent laws and excellent government—than 
a state which hud not been afflicted by suc^h 
calaniilics, but bad chubitinilly groaned 
und(T bud govqrnnicnt, restrictive laws, or 
eoinincrcial and civil liberty, during a pe¬ 
riod of unprofitable moiotonous^peace. To 
illustrate this axiom, he had only to look 
to the history of ireiauj during the period 
of the two last cental les ; and lie w'as con¬ 
strained to give the preference to Ibe 
former century, allhongh disturbed and 
afflicted by frequent wars, over the last 
tentury, although a period of profound 
peace. Here he took a view of llie slate 
of Ireland from queen Elizabeth*8 r&igii 
the year Jl (5*18, wlien the woollen trade was 
destroyed, and the articles of Eiinenck in- 
ti'inged, proving how much Ireland had 
conipuratively flourished when laws had 
been passed in favour of v:ummercial and 
civif liberty, though in a must disturbed per 
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viod ; and bow low. she had been since, 
owing to such restrictive laws, up to»l7^, 
when she recovered her trade* He earnestly 
recommended the people of Ireland always 
to look to the period of the glorious mra*of 
178^1 and not to tlie disgraceful one of 17^8; 
in the o^c they obtained their liberties‘~*in 
tbe^ther they lost thfetn i that they should 
follow Mr. Grattan's' advice, and pursue 
legitimate *olQect8 by legitimate means.— 
With regard to that intolerable grievance, 
the present tithing system, be anticipated 
objections on the part of the chancellor of 
the ezebequer, on the score of danger to 
the church, by meddling with church pro- 
perty. But this bad been done already 
lord Castlereagh, who had brought in a bill 
at the time of passing the act of Union, ex¬ 
empting pasture lands from the payment 
of tithe of agistment, as it'was called—a 
most invidious and oppressive exemption. 
—It was impossible to argue more at length,, 
when the gentlemen opposite would not 
eondescend to notice any observatiqps from 
his side of the house—there was nothing 
for him to refute. He concluded by giving 
hU warm support to Mr Sheridan's mo-; 
Sion. ' { 

Mr. Windham thought the disturbances 
in Ireland were to be imputed solely to an 
ill-judged system of misrule in that coun¬ 
try. . The Irish had been long asking, not 
so much for the rights of iltc constitution, 
as the rights of nature. As to a French 
party in Ireland, be not 'only believed that 
there was a French party, but that there 
ever bad been a French party there, and, 
^was it wise to give that party strength by 
the refusal of cqncessions, to which the 
population of Ireland had so just a claim ? 
At the same timt^» he did not mean in the 
Ihast degree to call in question the propriety 
of the late two bills—the Insurrection and 
the Arms bills. It bad bden satisfactorily 
proved every ipdividual in that houfs, 
^at there was an existing necessity in Ire¬ 
land for the enactment of those measures, 
on the grMt ancf incont^vertible autho¬ 
rity of his/ight boq. friend upon his left 
hand (Mr**Orattan}* He had stated, that 
there wae a French party iu Ireland, and 
that those measures were necessary; if 
!^is right bon. friend ba^ not information to 
^ ^edied ou with respect to Ireland, he 
(Mr*. Windham) 3id not knopr who had ; 
4Dd if the^mO character bad dbt ah iu^ 
ttrest in every thing connected with tl^t 
Goantry, he was really at a loss to fiudout 
wl^ ktuL Hp disiqiproved, too, of the 


maniTer iS which his right hon. fiwnd 
iupoD his*rigfat ( Mr. Sheridan) had tfamwa 
out his ol^ections with respiBct to the state 
of Ireland. In exciting Ireland to discoa« 
tent, he was afraid it was spurring a wil* 
ling horse, though he did nqt wish at die 
same time to have it understood, that he 
ttiouglft the conciliatory effort of his right 
hoo. friend in making the motion he bad 
submitted to the bouse, like the sly horse¬ 
man ; who, 

While his ofF-beel, fhsuliously aside,* 

Provokes the cape^wbicb he seems to chid^ 

he did not mean to insinuate that; but ha 
should certainly be very cautious how far 
he would hold out to a people promises of 
relief, when there were no means of relief 
LA his power. The attempt of the late toisr 
nisters had been defeated, aud in a matmev 
chat left %o room for TOpe.* It was oba 
thing to talk of relief to the great mass of 
a population, but it was a different thing to 
administer it. lie acceded most cordially 
to the principle, thaybat house should not 
lose sight of Ireland. It was the outrposC* 
and an out-pos^ tbai endangered to tW 
loss the safety of the place itself. lie was . 
convinced that their union ^as essential to 
the very existence of Great Britain* If«k 
land was the most vulnerable* and at tha 
same time the most mortal part of tba 
empire. He did not much like tamperiug - 
with her. • It was like the abrupt removal 
of bandages : tbe bad handling of tbe;baiiib ^ 
dages might do a great (iegl. of uniotenw 
tional mischief b% giving rise to a consi^ 
derable portion of irritation. As* to the 
specific object of the motion now before 
thehouser he did not know well bow te 
refuse bis assent to it: he sBould hope that 
the pledge was unnecessary, but nevertbe* 
less, Ithen required of him, he did not 
think he could consistently refuse it. Ha 
was willing to pledge himself along with 
the hbuse, that the state of Ireland should 
have their early aud most grave considera* 
tion*; for he felt that such a pledge was 
due to the discontents existing- iu that ilU ^ 
treated country. He earnestly hoped that * 
the house would, in the present instance, 
have no objection to pledge itself to do * 
what Vas acknowledgqfl upon all s^les to 
be its duty, and a Quty of tbe first mag 

liitdde. . # ' ^ * 

.Lord William Russell felt peculiar regret 
at being obliged to differ, in tbe slightest 
degree, frpin his ngbt honourable friend^ 
as he hoped Ids sincere adtn:ration for^ 

talents aud charac^r. of both wool<l allpV 

I • 
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iNm the privilege of calling them, (messrs. i 
and Windham) ; but be cutild not | 
ipibear exprerting his dissent from some j 
ttl the poinu they had respectively urged, 
is justification of the two bills which bad 
lately passed that house, the grounds of 
whi^t it was the object of his honourable 
friend’s modon to bring under the*futore 
twrinoD of parliament; he felt indeed 
more imperiously bound to attempt some 
explanation of his sentiments, as one bo- 
Bourable gentleman {Mr. Grattan) 
'Tested a main part of his argument on the 
cirdbmstance of the persons who composed 
the late administration of Ireland having 
adopted a similar measure.—For that go¬ 
vernment, in all'its parts, it would 
eanly believed, no person could possibly 
•i^^tain a higher respect than himself^ to 
the noble duke who had been afthe head 
of It he was bound by every tie that could 
attach man to man, not only by the near¬ 
est consangidnity and the most affectionate 
intimacy, which hod subsisted between them 
from their earliest infancy, but also from 
m perfect reciprocity of opinion on all poli¬ 
tical topics; the authority of that noble 
person was with him all but omnipotent: 
Iw had likewise so favourable a judgment 
of all thosa who ^vere associated with his 
tibble relation in the administration of his 


' ^overooient, tha];, had they continued in 
office, he should have consented, by his 
, vote, to tbe provisions lately enacted with¬ 
out hesitation, though certainly not with¬ 
out deep regret; gtvin^^full credit to their 
raprtaaptatioD of tbe necessity, and enter 
taining-an implicit reliance on their discre¬ 
tion ahd forbrarance in tbe exercise of tbe 
extraordinary ^powers entrusted to their 
Imnds: but tbe confidence he should have 
Wposed Id them, be could not extend to 
.eheir euccessors.—>It bad been the grand 
principle of the government over which his 
fsoble relation bad presided, to conciliate 
all tbe di^rences, to allay the jealousies 
and animosities that bad so long districted 
‘ that unhappy country; to restore the bles- 
otDg of harmony, to unite ali'descriptions 
pf men, and, al^ve all, to establish that 
' jDOSt'^ipportantdesideratuid, a mutual con- 
frdeodfi between tb^, people end their map 
ani rulers.^ He challenged a 
instance in which they had depkrt- 
M^rom that wise and beneficent plan.— 
jfif tike^noble duke (Richmond) who had 
appointed to succeed him, he did 
pot wish to inskMiate any thing tbe least 
^ ; bf knew him to be possess. 


ed of, many great and excellent qualities, 
and fif bis merit In any respect be did 
not entertain Che smidlest ttoubt;—but 
that noble duke was now officially connect- 
ed'with a party in this country, whose sys. 
tern of policy he more than .doubted; be 
was convinced it.was fundamentally bad ; 
the duke of Bedford's moderation had been 
condemned in that house, by.pqrsons dow 
high* in tbe adiniujstration of' this country, 
who bad deprecated the effects of what 
they termed his mistaken lenity,—What 
had resulted from the opposite course 
which had been pursued with little inter¬ 
mission for centuries ?-^The necessity of 
the late bills!—And was it really thought 
possible that the same treatment which had 
occaiiohed the disease should afterwards 
operate as its cure ?—It would be an un* 
warrantable trespass on tbe indulgence of 
the house to go into a detailed examination 
«of the plan on which Ireland bad been go¬ 
verned ever since her conquest under Henry 
the Second, and deduce a regular train of 
consequences from a perseverance in tbe 
same line of conduct towards her, during 
a.period of 600 years; though such an in¬ 
vestigation would undoubtedly open a field 
of reflection from which many very useful 
tessoas might be drawn ; we had throughout 
ireate<I her only as a conquered country, 

! we bad never appeared evetf'to suppose 
' the possibility of her interests being iden- 
Ittfied with ours; instead of nourishing her 
I strength, as an addition to pur own resources 
with the fostering care of an anxious parent 
towards a child ; we had exacted her ser¬ 
vices as a' task-master from a slave, and 
consequently, both natious bad viewed 
each other with the natural distrust of per¬ 
sons standing in BO odious a relation.— It 
was necessary, however., and sufficient for 
the present purposct particularly to draw 
tbe attention of the house to the histoiy of 
the last eleven years, during which the pre¬ 
sent laws had existed ; they were first 
adopted, he belieyed, for f yearsdid they 
in (bat time remHy the grievance ?-r-No—*- 
they were theu renewed for seven, still 
I condition of the country remained tbe 
! same; and we bad now been called* on to 
i continue them for three more.—We bad bad 
sufficient time to judge of the merit of tbe 
treeby the fruitithad protiaced, andsut-^fyie 
was DOW (jmc to abandon a project that had 
so indisputably failed. Were Ise to con* 
teat ourrelves with ringiog tbe changes oh 
the number of years for which such mda- 
sum»*were tobe passed, and'setwhh our' 
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Bands before us in these times of dsngeri jesly a reign; but he confessed, be whba^ 
patieully waiting to see diSer^nt Wects, the value of them wu more apparent (d ', 
Bow from the same causes t He feared those him, or rather that he cofiM* think 
who' encouraged such hopes would be la- were so considered by those on wbote 
tnentably disappointed: ' they had been bestowed* In the 

«|Riisticutc^p«ctftt dum deflnet amnia; atiVe 1782, he had indeed granted then), in tb# 

« Labour, et Zabetur ia omn« ToZabilia arum.” repeal of Poyning's law, the Importaafl 

KoAhing short of a revolution in the whole boon df an independent legislature, 
moral worJdj:ould bring about such a state then he thought it could not be denied 
of things, as to produce security from a that, subsequently by the union^ that 
long continuance of ri^ur and restric- luable privilege had in fact been virtuid^ 
tioti; as long as the {umaii mind re- cancelled; Ibr it was obvious that intlMiim; 
snained as it was, so long would force alie- tedparliament,BritishcouncilSfand Britisfe 
nate love, and oppression engender faction, interest must predominate, and thereibrb 
tumult, ahd rebellion. Hil right honour- he feared liiah objects were only to beat*' 
able friend (Mr. Grattan) had dwelt wkh tained by the adherence of her repreteo* 
much force on the actual existence of a utives to the roioisteriaFside of the bodetf ' 
French party in Ireland ; on such high au- To that union, however, much as be tuUI 
thority he did not question the fact; and objected to it, he was* now^that it 
he thought the cause of its Existence might established, as desirous as any osw 
be traced in the uniform neglect of that of giving permanence and atability, but 
liberal counsel, which the honourable gen-* he was afraid it was the general impress 
tleman had himself suggested through an sion in Ireland, that it had tfeen obtained 
honourable and long pontical life. jPhe ho- under false pretenceia As the price of her 
nourable gehtleman had-drawn with bis consent, Ireland had been promised all the 
wonted energy of expression, a just and hor> blessings in spiritos well as form of the BrW 
rid picture of that misery, that had invaria- tisb constitution, the Catholics of Irelattd 
bly fallen from French alliance, on the unfor^ badbeen promised a free pafticipation m eH 
tunatecoiintrieswhobadbeenintheirlurns the rights and benefits enjoy^ by their . 
her victims or dupes. But, much as be ad- fellow subjects; and the i?ame of a great dfe 
mired the brilliancy of his eloquencg, high- parted minister had been pledged for tte 
ly as he admired the principle from which performance, but the pledge remaiaad warn' 
it spruiig, strongly as be iV it the justice redeemed^ He saw on opposite beikfe 
of its application ; still he would take the a ndble lord (Castlereagh)^ who had iieali • 
liberty of saying, that It was at present principally iustruroentsi in aanying Ibat 
almost unnecessary; since the fate of Hoi- measure into effect; but he did oot'seea 
land, of Genoa, and of-Italy, were so no- right hon. gaot. now high in Che admitfii- 
torious and apparent, that even in the tration of the affairs of Ireland (Mr.«Foe« 
least informed classes of society there were ter), or he would have wished to dddresff 
few who were not in some measure ac- himself ■ to him! He remembered to have 
quainted with the atrocities that attended heard that hon. gent, charge the qoUq 
them: yet in spite of &11 this, in the face lord, rlirectly, an(( to bis face, with ba- 
of such examples, it was said there stilt ving carried the union by the means of 
existed a French par^ in Ireland! Gra- corruption, and an undue exercise of ae- 
cious God ! was.it possible to imagine* a bitrary power.—They were* now closely 
more irresisUble argument for a grave, im- allied, and both bolding high sitOations in 
partial, au^ thorough investigation into the the'administration of the cemntry; What 
whole .stale Qf that country, thdn a fact so were the Irish to feel when they saw no-* 
moDStroub as tbaU in defiance of these thing proceed from such a jahetion but 
terriblo warnings, there were yet ftien so renewed restrictions on tteml -^wben, 
disaffected, so impatient of British domi- they received *no attention feom govern* 
nion, as even to prefer to it the deitruc- meut* but fer tbe^ptsTpose of coarcionf 
live aid and poisonoas embrace of our Ho^ concluded ^ repeating^ tbatf.as Im ^ 
•imfjacable enetxiy, and* this too among'should readily have voted for the ** Arm 
a people as brave, as geoeroas, ^and natu- and Insurrection bills,*' had they been * 
rally as affectionate as any race Andef only as means of defence in prosetotiiig a 
heaven*—In the course of the debates a system of a different nature, yet he Bad 
gi^at deal had^been said of the concessions not been able to approve of them ns ^4^ 
made to Ireland during his present ma- material part of. the system itseli^-^bi^ 
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liiB could have g^ranted them fts au^lm- 
nea^ he could not as principals, but as they 
were now pasH^^f he thuu^t all tliat rf- 
QMUOCd was, if possible, Ui ubUiii some 
)dedge, that parbameut would resume that 
•iit)uiiy luto the state of IieUnd which 
the late government had set on foot; be 


ceastty for which had been admitted on all 
hand^ * 

Air. Herbert observed,that it was by tho 
adoption of such plans as had been suggest* 
ed*by the right bou. gent (Mr, Grattan), 
tbattbepeople of li eland were to be gamed 
over. He could not support the ^notion 


. . ^ ^ _ --- --- -Cs- ^ — 

llWMight the motion of his right huuf fncndltu its present shaped, but, if the right 


im* well adapited for this purpose, and«he 
^Itaa happy ta find that be should concur 
« the vote with many of those friends, 
with nriftjm, in a foinlcr instance, it Jjod 
Iteen se painful to him^ disagree. 

bdr. Lockkoit was aurpnzed at the mdis* 
cntioB of the Tight bon. mover , for to re- 
peeeent lieUnd as treated worse than a 
eee%ueTed country, and as having neither 
grids to fight with, nor any thing to figlA 
fiaiv aed as oppressed or neglected by the 
Igj^lature, contrary to the fact, tended to 
igntate that pountry, and to promote di^ 
VHon heiweeu the united kingdoms. He 
^aa ako surprued, that the right bon. gent, 
^muld represent the of a legislature, 
that was distinguished by cosmopolitan 
hMeficeoce, as the evil pf which Ireland 
ki4 to complain, bo far from bemg asus* 
wiiua of (be ehnsUtutiOD, tbeseacta were 
Iha eiBCKCise ot it. To call iurth the 
plQpvers gufw by ^he constuutmn for the 
pitits^tiofi of the peaceable ana loyal sub* 
^mls, oras hut to put the consutuuon lu 
^arce. He was happy that the eecample of 
, the, light bon. gent, bad not been followed 
hjt the othe^ right bon. gent, who spoke 
h'Qfla tbe same bench, a^d bad pointed out 
ctrta4»*meaBures for tbe relw( of Ireland. 
lA# (o.tbo measure respecting education, he 
OokMy agreed with that right hon. gent., 
tod as to a coibpoMtion for Utbes, il that 
ahonld be necessary, be would not oppose 
i4 provided that compoiiVon were Mo be 
foogresatve with the times, and as well se- 
OMred at tithes were m this country to the 
^de^y* Aa to tbe question of emancipa- 
lion, bis difiSevlty was, that the principles 
eX reli^oe would, m the event of* tbe 
, Catbelifs getting power, be dangerous to 
* the Brotestant aecesdancy. *He thought 
tbal all gpeemmeots* Ii^oid which concei- 
'aioqaW boooi weie dqmaoded, should se- 
CUMMltte obediengeto tha laws Before 
« fm^g ^em, iM thc^ should be receivedJ 
~ '"‘“ike^tngfiroin weakness, aiid not from* 
imand benevdence, and thus*excite 
laatead of gratitude. He should 
•geiaat the aMtioB» beoause itinphed 
ejdereliction of date hu their parte, and a 
it—aeftaoUbe legrsletuce^tbe aei* 


bou. mover would consent to leave out 
all after the word ** session/' *ne should 
then vote for lU if 

Mr. Lockhart was surprized at tbe indis* 
cretion ot the right bon. mover; for to re<^ 
present Ireland as treated worse than a 
conquered country, atid, as liaving neithei 
argos to fight with, nor any thing to fight 
for, and as oppressed or neglected by the 
legislature, contrary to the tact, ten,ded to 
irritate that cuuutry, and to promote dis* 
union between the united kingdoms. He 
was also surprized, that the right bon. gent, 
should represent the acts of a legislature, 
that was distinguished by cosmopoUun 
benelicepce, as tbe evil ot whn^ Ireland 
had to complain. So far front being a sua- 
penaion of the constitution, these acts were 
but tbe exercise of it. To call forth the 
powers given by the constitution for tbe 
protection of tbe peaceable and loyal sub* 
jects, was but to put the constitution in 
force. He was happy that tbe example of 
die rigiit hon. gent, had not beau followed 
by tbe other right bon. gent, wbg spoke 
ffom the same ^oeb, and bad pointed out 
certain measures for the relief of Ireland, 
As to the measure rebpectiug education, he 
entirely agreed with that right hon. genU; 
and as to a composition for tithes, if that 
should be necessary, be would not oppose 
it, provided that composition were to be 
piogreasive with the times, and as well se¬ 
cured as tithes were m \his country to tb4 
cleigy. As to the question of emancipa¬ 
tion, bis difficulty was, that the principles 
of^tbe religion would, ii\ tbe evept of the 
Catholics getting power, be dangerous to 
tbe Protestant ascendancy. He thought 
that all governnWuta, frbm which conces¬ 
sions or boons were dqm*Dcl*^* pbotdd ^ 
cure a due obedience to tbe before 
granting them, lest they sbeuld be receivad 
as proceeding from weshness, and not fsona 
Wisdom and beaevplence, and thus excite 
conteinpt insteadpf grati^e. He shoald, 
vote aghast (be motioa, Because it implied 
a deithct&n otf duty on Uwir parts, and a 
cepsure upon acts of tbe legislature, tbe he* 
cestify for wbiob bad been adaaitted*o»>iiL 
sides. . 
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MV. Sicridan rose amidst cries-of 
tion/’and expressed bis hope chat the house 
would indulge him with the privilege usually 
granted to persons who brought forward a 
motion, and J^ear his reply to such argu¬ 
ments aa seemed to him p^uli^rly to call 
for attention. Of this privilege he would 
notavailh^jnsclfatany length. First,then, 
he should have no objection whatever to 
alter ins motion in the |ianner proposed ; 
and, indeed, to any alteration that did not 
destroy the substance of his inoLion, he 
had already pljL'dged himself to agree—[The 
Speaker heie intcirupted flie right hon. 
gent, and informed liim, that consisteiuly 
with the resolution ol \77^y nnd the usages 
of the bouse, there could be no ullcration 
in the motion alter the previous question 
had been put],— Mr. Sheridan, in continu¬ 
ation observed, that in that case he had no 
doubt the right hem, gent, opposite would 
withdraw his motion, in comfiliauce witii 
tiie geiieral wish of the house. wished 
to have his answer. [No answer.] Well, 
the time for answ^ing was not yet come 
perhaps. However, nothing in the world 
had been more misunderstood in this re¬ 
spect than the motion which he had sub¬ 
mitted, Cleiulcmcn seemed lo suppose 
that ho had censured the passing of^he late 
bills; and ftiereby called upon the house to 
censure*its own acts. He never had suq^ 
intention, nor could his niotion by any one 
who look the tyouble to attend lo it, be 
supposed to curry any such meaning. He 
had distinctly declarod’iu his speech, that 
he had no such intention. But, it might be 
S'aid, that though'nol in his speech, it might 
bo in his motion. What, then, was his 
yiotioii?—“ That the house should take 
such measures as •would render the provi¬ 
sions of'the bills, latclyrwiih reluctance 
piissed, unnecessary,*’ What did his right 
hon. iridtid andVus hon. friend over the 
way (Mr, 1 lerbert) object lo ? They could 
not surely ubjecl to the wwd “ reluctantly.” 
Ills hon. frienid over the way said, that he 
v^uld Juiit with hint if he would strike out 
the latlfr part of Iiis motion. What was 
that f V/hy, that the permanency of sucli 
measures would totally destroy the consti- 
tuljon. Did any one oftject to this ? Then, 
9ie would be glad'^o sec the man who would 
stand up in his place, and tiuLt sugh eq- 
jy::tmeiits ought to be permanent, or that, if 
jiej-manent, they did not completely over¬ 
turn the constitution. These acts were to 
be in force fof 3 years ; and under .these 
circuiiistJhces there was at least a reversion 


15, \hti7Irtiand. [12rt 

of the censtitution* But, if .you thought 
that the perinaiieticy of suoll acts did not 
infringe the constitution, then you ought 
to make them permanent at once, for. in • 
that case where was the use of hesitation? 
Such enactments could not be considered 
in an^ other light, than as infringe¬ 
ments of the constitulioii ; and therefore 
It was the duly of every man to limit 
their duration, as much us the necessity 
of the case would ^low.—Me feft it ne¬ 
cessary to make some observations 
uhattiad fallen from tiie boo. gent, on Ciie 
bench below, him. With all the respect 
lie had* for that hon, gfnt.’a (Mr. Lock¬ 
hart’s) abilities; with ail his deference to 
his means of information, and to the au« 
Lhority which he appirared jto have rtith 
some, yet, not being intimately acquaint** 
ed with the hon. gent., and not having 
an opportunity of observing those talents 
and information that had 5een ascribed 
to him by those whovknew him better, be 
was perfectly excusable in not giving him 
that entire confidence tnat had been given 
by others.* That hon. genj. bad said, that 
he bad listened with great anxiety to hia 
speech, because he expected that he (Mr* 
S.) would have first stated tlie evil, and 
then the remedy. The hon. gent, might 
have listened to his spitech with anxiety, 
but he hlid certainly done so with more 
anxiety than attention. He said, that ha* 
(Mr. S.) ought to have pointed out the 
grievance. Certainly not. He never thought 
that he was bound specifically tef do that 
in tlie present instance. When n^misters 
came to him, asking hiig to giv.e his as¬ 
sent to such regulations us these, the onus 
probo§di lay with them. They were to 
shew what grievances called for such .mea* 
sures, and that, too, before the measures 
werg passed. But no," said the hon* 

** pass your bills first, and then let 
urf*hear of grievanc*es.” Enquiry ought to 
have preceded the passing of tl^e enact- 
nients, and^ the necessity for them ou^fe* 
to have been proved. However, the house 
had passed t||e bills, and all he wanted* 
now*was, that they should give a pledge 
to enquire whcthei^ fliey bad passfd them^ 
oiugood grounds or not. This waa all be 
'asked. Hlk object was to keep this sub¬ 
ject perpetually before the house. If the* 
bills had been enacted only for a year, 
there would have j^een less cause for hr$ 
motion. But us the period of their 
lion extended td thice years, his object 
3, and be hoped* the result of an en- 
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quiry would prove it unnecessarycontl* 
nue them for tbati one year, This» be 
was, for bis own part, persuaded, would 
' turn out to be ibe case, unless gentlemen 
ciibse to continue in ignorance, and reject, 
ed ibe means of acquiring informaiion. 
But the bon. gent, dwelt a good dedl upon 
general doctrme, and said that a boon 
ought not to be granted till you were 
strong, and had enabled yourselves to 
crush your petitioners if you chose ! lie 
(Mr, S.) bad reallyrthouglit that men 
could distinguish between good aiid*bad 
treatment, and that the gne produced 
gratitude and attachment, as uatur^ly as the 
otb^r did revei»ge*and hatred ! “ But no^'" 
said the hon. gent., ** make them fear you 
that they may love you afterwards !*' 
Then the hon. gent, accused iftm of ha¬ 
lving said that Ireland had been used worse 
than a conquered country. Certainly, he 
had said that^Kngland had adopted a more 
ignorant aud barbarous system of manage* 
inent with respect to Ireland, than ever 
any one nation with any pretensions to 
civilization bad adopted with«respect to 
another. 'rbe*lion. gent. said, that hc.was- 
t^en a-back w ith legard to this statement, 

when be Sllowcd that concessions had 
^ ** 

been made in the present reign, and con* 
sequently the s}^tetn charged, 'rius, he 
supposed, was meant, for he did not pro* 

' tend- to understand the phruae ** taken a* 
Lack,’* nut bung u naval man, as the lion, 
gent, probably was. That the concessions 
bad be(!:n made with a very ill grace, he had 
certainly said. He did not tv’ish, us be hud 
said before, produce any irritation 
whatever; but if the tiniea hnd circumstan¬ 
ces when these concessions w ere inad^ were 
considered, it would Jbe <fouud that they 
had rather been wrung from most un* 
willing minds, than cotiferred ip an 
open, liberal* and generous manner. Hi* 
(Mr. S.) ck'precated w*ailiiig for such times 
mid circumstances. He was for conferring 
favours when they might be ascribed to u 
sense of ^generosity aud justfee, and not 
. fur waiting till they could be demanded, 
when you would not dare to refuse ih^in. 
Kow, ills right hoiA (riend on the bench 
near l^ni, (Mr. Grattan,) had made a igure 
ahte'speech in favour oi hrs ftiotion than 
* falMiimself could possibly do. That'speeth 
i^as characteristic of his wonted genius^ 
and eloquence, aud ^very thing must be 
^ulf of genius, animation, and eloquence,* 
tiidi canve from him. *l’ius very, speech 
was (tfie gredk iustan<^ of the brjuefite to^ 


denv<ad from the motion now subznitthd to 
the bouse; for-his right hon. friend had in 
the course of it thrown out more infor¬ 
mation respecting the state of Ireland 
than ever had been communicated by any 
other member, dor at any period for some 
time past,—But, 'another membeV accused 
him of libelling tlie legislation of this 
country, and our cosmopolifari and phi- 
lauihrupic parli|||Dent! But what had our 
most philanthropic parliament done for 
Ireland ? Why, they had legislated without 
enquiry for that country ; but, if his mo¬ 
tion had been* proposed and agreed to, 2 
di; 3 years ago, parliament would have 
been better able to have legislated for Ire¬ 
land. ‘For the proof of this he would only 
refer to the speech of his right hon. friend, 
who liad exposed the abuses with respect 
to tithes, the non-residence of the clergy, 
and the state of the Fiutestant schools, 
riic hon.gtMit. seemed to be mightily of¬ 
fended,at his saying that govenunent had 
not been attentive to Ireland.* For a proof 
ot this, too, he referred to the speech of 
his right hon. friend (Mr. Grattan), who had 
stated tliA 8000 acres of land only sup¬ 
ported 18 Proicstani schools; and yet, 
with all this befure ihtiii^ some gentlemen 
|)rcten^ded that government had paid the 
rrijuifcile attcntiun to the siate^if Ireland ! 
lie hoped, however, that an attention of a 
oifl'erent sort would be given it. Ireland 
expected this; Kngland^e.xpccted it; and 
the result, he had no doubt, would be 
beuciicial to both countries.—His light 
hon. friend hud lu'vcried to the state ol 
tithes ill IrelaiM'.andtrorn the ilUconstructr 
ed method ol collecting and managing 
them, had deduced a great part of the evils 
under w^iicli Ireland^ laboured. Tile 
“ Hearts of Stcel'Vthe “ While Boys’'— 
tlie “ Bright Boys*'—and the “Threshers,” 
afl arose Ironi the tiiheb whiclK appeared 
the most cruel of the burthens under which 
the lower ranks pf peoplf! in Ireland groan¬ 
ed. ^^'l)y, then, did not this Bufficienily ac* * 
count for the disaftecUon in lre{and, wifli- 
out having recourse to the kleaof^ French 
faction ? His right hon, friend admitted the 
general loyalty of the ^ple of Ireland; but 
still said, there wafa French party in Ire¬ 
land—a I'rench party but contempflbYe-^ 

^a migerut^e faction destitute of talents and 
energy, and of trifling numbers. What he 
wftnted, then, was, to have the nature of tKis 
danger ascertained, to see lu what it con- 
sistefl, to And out the strength of this French 
faclion,.and| if so coulemptible Is bis right 
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bn. friend had said, to apply a regiedy | answer tQ^lrelaad, and put an end to disv 
)ual to tlie disease, and not to overturn the j affection there, by removina the cause. 

Mr. fuller thought that a^roper and just 
view of the state of Ireland, could not b6 
obtained without an enquiry. 

Mr. Cochrane Johnstone |opported tha- 
rcsolutjpn ; and thought that parliament 
would become discredited in Ireland, if on 
all occasions a duaf ear was turned to the 
complaints of the people of Ireland.—Tba 
house then divided s for Mr. Sheridan's 
motion 33; Against it 76'« _ 

List of tie Minority. 


hon 
equa 

whole constitution of the country on ac¬ 
count of a wretched faction. His right ho;i. 
friend close by him, (Mr. Windham,) had 
said, that he «cemed to hold the conces¬ 
sions t& the Ronj%n Catholics cheap. 
He Certainly had never done so, and hib 
right hon.sfrirnd was mistaken. lie hod 
said, that if what was called Catholic eman¬ 
cipation was granted witmiut some other 
measures in favour of the’poorer classes, it 
might excite envy and jealousy in them>~ 
the benefits to them they woqld consider as 
not running parip(AsUf with those of their, 
superiors, and certaiuly without some cafl- 
tioii what was intended to promote hurrao- 
ny, might become the excitement to con¬ 
tention. But, what did the bill proposed 
by the late administration in favour|Of the 
Catholics do?—It certainly did a gr/at deal 
indeed when it proposed to abolish the re- 
striciions on the Uoman* Catholic olficer, 
when he edmq to a certain rank ; *an of¬ 
ficer who stood in thb singular situation, 
that he ruse till he ^ad an opportnnity of 
doing some act worthy of preferment, and 
however great the services he might per¬ 
form, tticrc he slopped, and the disulnli- 
ties under which lie laboured, damped his 
ardour, and rendered him less fit orslispo- 
sed for cntoTpribc and exertion. The un- 
fortunatcfCutholic olTicer might, therefore^ 
be said to rise to his degra/fution. The re¬ 
moval of such restrictions was doing much, 
and the best efl'ects would certainly have 
followed from the adoption of sucli a mea¬ 
sure. Was it not better to put confidence 
in the Iiish than t6 bind them down by re¬ 
strictions? Tile enemy might hope to 
b^ak their chains, but they could nut ex¬ 
pect toturn tuwards*them those hearts, that 
had been conciliated bykiniUiess and confi¬ 
dence. InsU'ad, therefore, of joitting thetp 
on trial, liis wisl/ certainly would be, to 
give them the benefits of the coustitutiou 
before they mustered in the field. Instead 
of the yoke o( slavery, he would hang the 
privilege o% the constitution about their 
necks, atid arm them with their rights. 
He again repeated, that if no other good ef¬ 
fect should result from this motion, than* 
an %ckaowledgment, on**tbe pan of par- 
Itument, of the importance of the subject, 


Laurunce, 

Moore, P. 

Maxwell, J. 

NoSl, a. N. 

Potty, Lord If. * 
Parry, J. H. 

Phigett, fiir A. • 
Pi.illk||ai. M. 
Kom’IHpbir S. 
PiiMclrixiixl W. 
.Shuridan^ R. B. 
S'Jiiiffrvillc, Sir M. H. 
•Slinrpe, U. 

^V'iIidllal^, W. 

Ward, J. W. 
tViidcr, F. 


Bradsliaw, C. 

Bnninril, S. * 

Cuveiidisli, T.ord O. 

Cavcmlbh, W. 

Ohirrbll, J. 

Coumbe, iJ. C. 

Craig, J. • 

Dilloi), H> A. 
l)u\v?>oji, K. 

Fulkcstoiie, Lord 
Cipps, (J. 

Gralian, II. 

Horbi'rt, 11. A. 
llibbcrt, (•. 

Johii^tuiiG, C. ^ 

JohuNtone, C, A. 

Ltunlic, W. 

[PftOPOSITIONS RF.SPECTINO THE StaTJ 6 
OF THE Aa.MY,] When grangersweie re¬ 
admitted, * , 

Mr. IfindkaniwQB on his legs, and stating 
that he meant to propose some Keaolutions 
relative to* the Army, merely expressing 
facts as they appeared by the papers on the 
tabic. He unaer8too<l the ntfble lord had 
some resolutions tef propose also, but they 
consisted of reasoning instead of faef. He 
did not like thU reasoning in ResoUi^Tions. 
It was like turning the stati^es into verse, 
nr like turning speeches of the noble 
lord it||t^> rhyme to amuse the house at 5 
o'clock ill the nfOruing.—After some con¬ 
versation between Mr. Windham, lord Cas- 
tlereagh, and the Speaker, it was agreed 
that the Resolutions of each should i:^ put 
separately, and the debate on them ad¬ 
journed to this day se'nnight. They were 
as follow. ^ 

Mr. Jfltui/tants Propositions. ^ 

I.—That tbe^effective strength of the' 
army \(as, 

R^iJlAri. Militia. ^Total 
On il\t 1st of March J 75,1S2. 24«,782^ 


.u .• u • w .1 *AA 77,211.* 252,067. 

the motion ought to be adopted.# Chvl^s > ) • 

the First asked Seldon “What was the A reduction having in the mean time takpn 

best to put down a rebellion?” tb place, of^fr local coi;ps of S,000 men and 

which Seldon answered, “remove the cause," upwards^in the island of Ceylon. *- 

He begged of tUte governmeiit to apply^this Ji.—That the piljvisions of certain 

VoE. I3ff. 




W191 


PAUL. DEBATES^ Auocst 13, lB6f,^Propositim8r^cting 

\ 


[i22r 


of parliament passed during the j^ar 1 S 06 , 
and having in ^iew the better ordering of 
die army, and the improvement of the 
condition of uo^«commi^sioued ciHicers and 
soldiera, took effect from the 24th of June 
in the said year* 

111.—That from the 1st of .Ttily follow¬ 
ing, the number of rccruiU raided fur the 
regular army (exclusive of those raised for 
foreign and colonial corps, and 650 men 
fur a reginieiU commanded by the hon. col. 
IJilion) was, ^ 

In tlje iirst pMloH of Ihrco 1 ^ ^ . 

months, cixltnir on the [' ?,’?TO j ^ \ 11,080. 

1st of October I S0t> - 5 


In the 2il peiiwl, ending on ? I ^ « 
the 1st of Jaur.ary*ie#7 J "* ' y^s 5 ^ 


5,83:> 


CQ 


13,on V. 
21,340. 
24,312. 


In the 3d period, cudhi^ on 
the 1st of April 1607 - t 
ln,-the 4th period, ending ) , 
on the 1st of^l^ 1807 5 

IV. —Tha^jjPthe 25lh of October ISOO', 
the bounty to recruits was reduced, 

For the Cavalry, from .^13. 8. to 8 .3 
For the Infantry 16 16. - II. 11. 

V. —That the number of recruits rai«cd 
for the regular army in Cereal Untuin and 
Ireland, according to the arljulant-‘*enerar5j 
returns, was, in the first sis. itionlhs eff 

By ordinary Additiorud 
B^'cruiiing: Fitrre: T^t-il: 

*1805 - - 6,756. - 4,lh7. - - 

1806 - - 4,M9. - 4,Hi}4. - - 10,7^3. 


1807 - - ll,41S.. 


H,-il3. 


■ VI,—That,amongst the nntnberfj rnised in 
the first six^rndttths of 1P4,4, ar# included 
3,t)89 rai.sed bj oiBcers recruiting for rank. 

VII.—That the men rai.*^^*! under the 
Additional Force act were for hoim; ser¬ 
vice only, and might be of any hciglil not 
less than five 1#^ t two incht'S> and ofuny age 
between 18.and 45. 

VTII.—That in the rrgular ni^ny no 
mair could he rcccivfd T)ut beirtten the 
ages of IS attd 3^, and of u lieiuhl ii(;t 
less than 5 l^et 4ici.h('>; ti.r ?niiii!Ard foi* 
men not enieii:>g lor gcumd ncjNJcr, but 
choosing iln^own rrgunent:', brtug feet 
finches, ana for the guards and cavalry 
5till higher. • 

IX. r-That by recruits raised byoidi- 
naiy rccMiiipg, are meant men raised eitlier 
at the niad 4 ijaite:rs of regiments/ or by 

'ibe recruiting disti^icts late under tlie su- 
peFitRcndcncc of the inspector-general. / 

X. —That according to the wa<-office.re¬ 
turn' pf recruits for whom bounty has* 
been drawn as raised at the head quar¬ 
ters of regiments !t» Great Britain, and 

inspcctor-gencrars^retnrrfof Hie num- 
raided l>y the recruiting districts, the 

• • t 

< « 


produce of the ordinary recruiting was, 
during the first six monlbs of 
At By 

, Heatl Quartri'3 Recruiting By Do. 

of l\i*«jinH*t>ls Districts in in Total: 
ill (It. Brit.iin; Ot.Britain: Ireland > 

ISO.*) -- 1,470. - 2,327. - 912. 4,709. 

1806 - - 1,084. - 1,»57. - 953. - 5,994. 

IS07 - . 2,j.J6. - 6,115. -?,396. - 117047. 

XL—Thai the number of*nitjn who vo¬ 
lunteered trora limited to unlimited ser- 
vice was, dfiniig six months 

Kndh)!? 1 J«ly'lW45 - - - 2,22.5. 

- - i .Ian. 1806 - • - 2,863- 

- - 1 Jiilv 18'6 - - - 2,413. 

- - J dan. 1807^ - -' - 7/)8I. 

• \II.—'I'liai the number of men who 

deserted from the army at home was, du¬ 
ring the first six months of 

In tJreat Biitain : 1:1 Ireland : 

JSiVi - - - 1 in 20!. - - I in 201. 

18U6, - - I I ill *’17. - - 1 111 235. 

1807'’. - - - 1 in 2 in. - - 1 in 205. 

• 

XIII.—‘That the number of men who 
(ii'&crted from the reel uiting districts was, 
duringf4he first six months of » 

IHO 5 - - •- - l*in 10 . 

1R06 1 in 10. 

1P07 1 in 12. 

• J.orfI Propositions, • 

!.—T.iat the increase of 8,25() men, 

as stated, in the regular army, between 

March 1800 and MhixIi ISO?, has been 
pr' iliir:cd by 2,<)08 men received from the 
Irish inditi.i, and 3.54-2 under the Addi¬ 
tional Forre act.—'l’otal • (»,4j0 men 
witl'.out which aids (deducting our losses 
in Kgypl and T^oulli America, v/*.. 2,1 S5 
men, v. hich ajipcar in the elfcctive^ of 
the army on the 1st of March ISO?) the 
army would have decreased, under the re- 
gohitions estabhsbcd in* June IfiOfi, in the 
lannbLr of 3?5) men.—^'Jiut the regular 
army has beerr progressively increasing, p»?- 
vuius lo the establislimdntof the new system 
of levying inpi‘,*asf«llows; theamonntwing, 
, *)» til# ist of Ju!v 1804 - - - 141,740. 

l'„. - - JSO.le- - -•’162,997. 

Do. - - - 1806 - - - 175,997. 

in. A.— Thajihn number of recruits rais¬ 
ed (piartcrly for the regular yrruy, between 
the 1 st of March 1SD5, and l^l of March 
IS 06 ', when the repeal of the Additional 
Force act was determiued on, was (exclu- 
.Bive of foreign and colonial levie#, and of 
men transferred fsom the militia) as follows; 

^ Xiunbcr 

raiseiL pffrAnn. 
lsf.Qr. erdin^ July 1,180.5 - - 4,865. - - 19,460. 
2d Qv. eiuliu{^ ))ec. 1, 1805 - - 4,2.>2. - - 17,009. 
i5<l Or. cubing' Jmi. 1, 1806 - - 4,790. • - 19,lB0. 
4th Qr. ending Apl. 1,1806-- 6,096. • - 24;J84. 

Jli. E.—That the numljpr of men raised 
a^'above, between the Istof ApujllSOj and 
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Jst of April 1806, was 
number between July 1806' pud July ISO/, 
17,689, being S,314 less thau in the for¬ 
mer year; whereas the number of boys 
included in the 17,689i exceeded by 1,076 
the nuDjbcr Included in the 20/)03, the 
preceding ye^'s produce.* 

Ift. c.—That the number of men ob¬ 
tained for^c^ular service, including men 
transferred from the militia (and exclu¬ 
sive of foreign and colonial levies) was, 
between July 1805 and July 1806\ 33,6*93 
men ; between July 1806' and July 1807, 
$0,681, being 13,012 men loss than in the 
preceding year, exclusive of the services 
of the mep raised in the latter years beif^g 
determinable in seveu or ten your, accord¬ 
ing to the terms of their enlistment. 

III. D.—That whilst the number of men 
levied in the latter year was less thaA in the 
former, as stated in the preceding^lcsolu- 
lions,an annual additloualchargeof450,000/. 
in increased pay and pensions to the army 
has been incurred, os an encourugrSicnt to 
induce men to enlist, being at the rate of 
about 25/. per man ; on the number of men 
raised vvithm the year; and which ex'- 
pence must be here after largely increas¬ 
ed, in proportion as the pnnbiuns on 14 
and 21 years service come into operation. 

IIJ. K.—Jliat during the former year the 
recruiting parties did nut exceed in nunv 
her 405 : that io the latter year they ]ja;f 
been increased to 1,H3, exclusive ol 
above 400 extrtf recruiting olTiccrs ; and 
from the 8th of Dec. .lS0(i, 51 second 
battalions have lieen recruiting, under an 
intimation, that if they did not raise 400 
men eacb in 6' months, the battalions would 
be then reduced,iand the uDicLTs placed on 
liiilf.pay; which extraordinary lucreabe of 
the number of recruiting parties must be 
considered not only us highly prejudicial 
to the discipline and efhciency of ihe-aruiy, 
but as so much expeuce incurred fur the 
levy of men, os distinguished from the per¬ 
formance of regimental duty. 

JII. K. —That whilst the number of men 
raised ve for the regular service, has in 

the latter year been reduced, tl>e proportion 
of desertions in the army serving at homjs 
hag been rather iucreasgii^ the proportion 
ve successive half-yearly pe- 
riodS, as follows; * , 

Desertions in the ^nny o\ llo^: * * 

• .Tan. I80‘, to July 1805 - - - 1 in 

4Mly 1805 to lB0l> - - - 1 in l.n. 

J;«n. 1806 to July 1806 - - • * 1 in 

* .hily ISOr, to J«n. 1807 - - - 1 in ‘Jill. 

Jan. 1808 U ' 4 iy 1807 - * - 1 iu 


IV.—'^at the expence of levy money . 
for general service has beenTeduced—for 
cavalry, from ly/. to 15/. 4s. 6d. and for 
infabtry, from 22/. 8f. Orf. to 18/. I2s,6d, 
But the term of service has also been fe«* 
duced, from service for life to service for 
ten an4 seven years, which supposes two 
additional periods of enlistment, and con¬ 
sequently two additional bounties jn the 
course of a service of 21 years, exclusive 
of the additional pay and pensions above 
referred to. 

VI.—'I'iiat amon^the number raised in 
the first 8i\ .months of 1807, being 11,413 
men, 8,035 liave been raised by the 54 
second haltaliuns; t'lat js, by ofilcers re- 
cmiling to avoid reduction. • 

and VIII,—That, with the excep¬ 
tion of 6,642 men tnuf^ferred to garrison 
battalions, all men raised under the Army of 
Reserve and Additional Fore'e acts have 
been since enlisted into ibe ^ne, being of 
the age and height required by his m^esty*s 
regulations ; and amongst tlie men so trans¬ 
ferred to garrison battalions, are included 
all men who did not choose to enter for 
general service, without reforeuce to age or 
hciaht. • 

XI.—That the men *solunl^cring from 
limited to unlimited service, from lat July 
1S06, to Ibt January 1807, received ten . 
guineas boynty fur only extending ibcir ser¬ 
vice from local to general service ; whereas 
before that perjod (the bduiity being* the 
same] the men translcrrii|^nictnselves'to 
the line, exchanged their service, not only 
from home to foreign service, but from ser¬ 
vice limited iu point of time to service for 
life; and the meji in the lutAer period, who 
refused to transfer their services, were or- 
deredato be drafted into garrison battalions. 

I'ttANSPORTS.—r. Tliat the transport! 
at home on the first of March 1«06, con¬ 
sisted of 330 shijjs, and 877^7 tons; of 
which 50 ships and l6',8p+ tons were fitted 
for foreign service, and iiiclydiiig tonnage 
for 1,785 horses.—That th^ransporls at 
home, on the 24th of March lSQ7.were73 * 
ships, and l6,46‘8 tons, of which only 25 
ships and 7,807* tons were fitted for fda-igii » 
servioe; there being au cxce s o^f 307 
ships and 71,24.9 y>us at the former pe- . 
^iod, comptwed tiic iat'e-r ; iind*ot 25 
ships and tons fiiic-l for fofeign ser¬ 

vice; m (lie latter period, the pyo\ision 
was 01*1 V ior J hordes. 

11,—That the above provision of tonq^ge 
on the 24th of Majeh 1 oO/, of 73 

46t? tons, would have been fiAtka^e- 



t223] PARL. DEBATES, AuarsT 14,1807.—TAe Lordi CommUiiqfter^ Speech, [1234 


\ • 

jilted under the orders of the treaibry of the 
22d of January 1807, in the amount of 29 
Blips and 8,5So tons, had not the full execu¬ 
tion of the above orders been prevented by 
th*e contracts of 17 being such as to prevent 
iheir being paid off, and by nine being under 
quarantine, having returned on thes20thof 
March preceding from the Mediterranean. 

III.—That the transports on home ser- 
x^ce, on the 8lh of August 1807, consisted 
dif40] tfnips and S2,lf3 tons ; of which 6*7 
slips and 20,289 tons t^ere fitted for foreign 
service, including also a provision for 4^089 
horses. , 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Fridap, Avgust 14 . 

[The Loans Commissioxlrs’ SpEP.crf]. 
About a quarter j>efore four, the aich- 
jbishop of Cahtcrbiiry, the lord Chancellor, 
eurl Camdet^ and lord Huv.kcfbury took 
their seats as bis majesty's commissioners. 
Mr. Quarme, the oeputy usher of tlic black 
• rod, was sent to the,commons, to require 
their attendance. Shortly after\s'ards the 
Speaker and a number,, of the members 
came to the bur, and the royal assent was 
given to severat bills. After wliich, 

« The Loyd Chavet/hr, in his majeVty's 
name, deUveredHhe following Speech 
*’ My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

** We have it in command from his nia- 
pesly to express tie satisfaction cviih which 
^ he finds htm^elf enabled to give you> that 
rececs whicb^ After the great and diligent 
exertions you Imvenia^e in the dispatch ot 
publiQ. business, must at ^his advanced 
season of the year, be so peculiarly desini- 
ble.^His majesty has been graciously 
fileased to difect us to •Tttnrix you his 
thanks for the steady loyalty and uttacii* 
ineut to his person and g(ivetnmerfi‘, and 
'the zealous devotion to the public service 
which have characteri/ed all your delibe* 
ftktipns, and most especially to thank you 
for the ' seasonable exertions which you 
have enable^him to make far the augmen¬ 
tation of the military force of his kingdom. 

“ Gentlemen oftbellouseof Commons; 

** Ills majesty has commanded us to re* 
turn you his warmest thanks for the snp- 
piies^which you |iavn granted \\4th so 
h^cb cheerfulness l>r the current year ; 
^dpikd Ivhen he coneiderWhe pfiiVwon whi<Ai 
'>^oii have made for those^conlingent and 
^■•‘iiiiforeiBeen sej^iecs which the events of the 
war may render necessary, his majesty 
^ has the greatest satisfaction in recognizing 
wisdom w herewith,, in a lime of extra- 
^OT^pury difficulties^ you have anticipated 


tlie p4issible demands which those diffeuitiet 
may occasion. * 

** My Lords, and Gentlemen ; 

**' His majesty commands us to assure 
you, that he deeply deplores the unfortu¬ 
nate issue of the war u'poii \he continent. 
—The immense' extension of the pqwer 
and influence of France, and the undis¬ 
guised determination of the dnemy to ero* 
ploy the means *aud resources of those 
cduntries which be possesses or controuls, 
for the purpose of ejecting the ruin of his 
majesty's kingdom, undoubtedly present a 
formidable view of tjie difficulties and 
dynger^ which this country has to encoun¬ 
ter.—But his majesty trusts, that the loyal 
and brave people oveY whom he reigns are 
not to be daunted or disheartened.—From 
the recollection of those diflicultics under 
which '^lis people have successfully strug¬ 
gled, nnh of those dangers which they have 
happily surmounted, bis majesty derives 
the coi^olation of believing, th^t the same 
spirit and perseverance whiclf have hitherto 
remained unbroken will continue to be ex¬ 
erted with unabated vigour and success.— 
And while bis majesty cotninauds us to re- 
peut'the assurances of his constant readi¬ 
ness to enUTtain any proposals which may 
lead to a secure and honourable peace, he 
commands us at the same tmK3 to express 
his confidence that his parliaineuT and bis 
people will feel with him, the necessity of 
persevering in thhsc vigorous eftorts which 
alone can ghe the character of honour to 
any negotiations, or ilie prcspect of security 
or prrrnatienty to any peace; his majesty, 
therefore, trusts that his parliament and 
his people‘will alw'ays be ready to support 
him in every measure wlflcbmuy be neces* 
sary to dcleat the designs of his enemies 
against the independence of hi> majesty's 
dominions, and to maiuiaiii against any 
(Indue pretensions, and,»gniust/iny hostile 
confederacy, those just rights which his 
majesty is always desirous to exercise with 
temper and moneration^ but, which, as es- ^ 
sential to tl.e honour of his crown, #ud 
true *iutercsls of his people, h*e .is deter- 
nimed never to surremler."^A commission 
/or proroguingparliaruent toThuisday, the 
24th of SeptemUtfs was then read. After 
which, the lord^.Chancgllor, declared*’ th^ 
parliament .to be prorogued to 'I'hursday, 
the*24th*' of'September next,* to be then 
there holdtfu. v=s==s=: * 

HOUSE OF COMMOKS. . 

Friday, Aagus^ 14 . 

• A little before four o'clock ^be' deputy 
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ushtfr of the black rod summoned th^puse 
^ the bouse of peers, to hear the commis- 
^on read. On their return, the Speaker 
called the members round the table, and 
having read to them the Speech delivered 


by the Iq^s commmsionen, the membevt. 
separated.—Thus ended the first session of' 
the fonrth parliament of l£e united kii^ 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland* 


[^iLiTiA Tratjsfer dliLL.] The fol¬ 
lowing wiH Hfe fouud a more correct report 
of the Speech of Lord *Sidmouth on the 
l8th of August, than the one inserted at 
page 1181. 

Lord Sidmouth said, there were a few 
points to which ^e was doBirous of ad¬ 
verting previous to their lordships'final deci^ 
sion upon this bill* It had been acknow¬ 
ledged on a former day by the noble secre¬ 
tary of state (lord Hawkesbury), that hU 
majesty’s ministers, after having determi¬ 
ned upon the expediency of aumeiiting 
oiir military force, had balanccor between 
the present measure, and the renewal of 
the Army of Ueserve.' He bad himself 
made such a*comparison, but, for reasons 
which he had before stated, he had come 
to a different conclusion. lie indeed re¬ 
collected, and with great satisfaction, tbht 
all the members of iiis majesty's jvesent 
government, whether in, or out of oOfice, 
in the' years 1803 and 180-1, had sup¬ 
ported th^ measure which he now* prefer¬ 
red : aijd in tlie spring of 1804, when,in con¬ 
sequence of the high rate of bounties oc¬ 
casioned by the number of men (l.P5,000, 
exclusive of volunteers) raised within 13 
months, he proposed only a suspension 
of this measure, that proposition was re¬ 
sisted by a large; minority of the house of 
commons, and particularly by a right hon. 
gent, now unhappily no more (Mr. Pitt), 
Vhodecliirrd that heshould recommend the 
compulsory principle of t|^at bill as the ba¬ 
sis of a plan for the* increase of our do¬ 
mestic fofce, and for the perniancnt suf^^ly 
of the army. '1 uis intention was indeed 
afterwards abandoned, under circumstan¬ 
ces, into* whiclf, for reasons which, he 
Ifusted, were obvious, he not now 
wish iQ ^iter. But even after this change 
of intention, the army of reserve was 
highly and continually applauded, and )ie 
was convinced that if life of the distin- 
gdished person to wbogi be bad alluded' 
had been spared, that be vould himself 
have recommended it to the fiifoptjon of 
parliament. But the noble bmn (Iprd 
Hawkesbury) had stated, that the effif 
objection to ^he renewal of this measure, 
was foiitfided upon the remission df. the 


fines in those places, where the require! 
quota of men for the army of reseive bad 
not been rttised. This, he begged leave t 9 
say, was not accurate either in reasoning, 
or in statement. such an example vjp 
injurious in its tendency, which he acknow¬ 
ledged it to be, however unavoidable in 
the particular case, the argument was os 
strong against a baUot«for the militia, aa . 
fGr the army of reserve; as the remission 
of the fines afforded the same encourage? 
ment to neglect in otie case, as in tba, 
other. But, in fact, the observation di! 
not fairly apply to the army*of reserve«at 
all. It was true that undqr the act by 
which that force was to be constituted, pe- • 
ualtics were to be leveled where the number 
of men required to be raised by ballot, had 
not been procured but by Mr. Pitt’s Ad¬ 
ditional Force bill those •penalties were 
trafisferred to a failure in procuring ,n 
number of men (equal to the deficiencies 
in the army of reserve), not {y ba]lot,«aa 
Ainder the Army of Reserve bill, but by. 
voluntary^ recruiting, through the agency 
of parish officers for a limited bounty*; 
and it was ope of the tl^erous objec- * 
lions to that measure, th^f inflicted pi>- 
nishment in cases*where there mig^ have 
been no neglect. This injustice h^ been 
illustrated at the time, by comparisg it to* 
that of directing a peiscvi, when wheat 
was 7s. 6d. per bushel, to purchase that 
quantity for 5f., and to fine him if be 
could not procure It at such a price. And 
what in fact had been the operation of that 
bill f Of the intended and expected num¬ 
ber a small part only bad been raised, and 
of that part not a moiety by the means 
required by the bill, notwithstanding the 
official ex^riations of the npble baron* 
(lord H.), which had the obvious and re¬ 
corded effect* of checking the orflinaiy* 
recraiting service, for the purpose of gi- / 
ving ostensible si^cess to this favoured • 
mdasgp»r4|Kfail^however in all respects; . 
and* itwould iia^ be'en the height of injus- ^ 
tice to levy penalties where there }iad been . 
no misconduct, and where the fault •was • 
not in the agents bat in the measure i^lf. 
The remission the fines must iher eu ftfc^ 
be adtfiitted to afford a striking cdinmfflum * 
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-ineflicftcy and injustica of Ijhe Addi- five ^ears cootinuance; aud that »the 
tional Force bill, but no argunEieot nl^^tever country would be made weaker for a time 

f jamst the renVwa! of the army of reserve, during war, for the chance of being 
ut'the noble lord had laid great alress on dcfcd somewhat st^ongCN wou:d 

the advantages which would ari^ from the otherwise be, on the restoration of peace, 
possession of a large body of militia upon This argument, however, appeared to him 
the restoration of peace ; ub in th^ event to be a feeble attempt to support an ex^ 
hll who had served 5 3 xarB would oe dis- ceptionable measure, the execution* of 
banded. This, however, has a contingent which, even if successful, vrouKi, by dis- 
if the war continued $ years longer, turbing and unsettling the militia, impair, 
it would not occur; •and the reasoning, in the first instance, our actual means of 
awn which it was founded, went the defence, and afterwards afford an augmen- 
l&gth of asserting, fhat such a measure tation ill suited and ipadequate to the pre- 
OS ;thc present, with all the inconveniences sent exigency, ond to the perilous situation 
ftttendiug it, ought always to be resorted of the country. * 

lUh when hostilities had been of four or * 


] LIST OF PUBL^ ACTS, 

I 

Passed in the^rrst Session of the Foitrth Parhatnent of the United .Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and in the Mtk Year of the Reign j/is present MaJcstij, George III. 


]. An act to continue, until the .5th day of 
July 1808, several acts for granting ccitain 
Rates and Duties, and for allowing certain 
Drawbacks and Bovuities on (^oods, Wares, 
and Merchandize, imported into, and cx- 
jKU'ted from Irciancl. 

“ 2. An act to revive and cont'nuc, until the 

^piration of six weeks after the tommeiicc- 
incnt of the npt session of j’arhaiTirut, 
three acts, jwwd in the ;'»fth, 'foi'n, and 
46th years of bjs majesty’s reign, for carry¬ 
ing into execution the TreaW of Amite, 
Commerce, and Navigation, between his 
majoBty and the united states, of America. 

3. An act to indemnify |yersons who have 
advised or acted under an order of council 
for making Regulations with respect to the 
Navigation and Commerce betweeu his ma- 
jesty’s Subjects and the Subjects of the 
united states ef America. 

4. An act to enable his majesty to grant 
« certain Annuity to major-gciicial sir dohn 

^ Stuart, &c. 

5. An act for empowering the C'ommis- 

aioners of Kilmainham Hospital to make 
Rules and Regulations for \ht-* Payment of 
Ifensiqns to Soldiers the fcstablishrtlent of 
that hospital. ^ 

6. An act for raising tl^Rurart(f‘.V;«VV),dif} 0 ^; 
by Loans or Exchequer t)f5is, for tlic se. - 
vice of Great Britain for the year IBOr. 

7. An act for rahing the sum of I,.500,000/. 
bvJ.oansorExclie(jKCT Bills, for the scf-’cr* 

^t^reat Britain for the jjear I 8 O 7 . ^ ' 

At act conccinine Common Rcco- 

• , » t I 


verles sufTereJ in Copyhold or Customary 
Courts by Attorney. 

p. .An act for granting to his majesty a 
Sum hf Money to be raised by Lotteries, 

10. An act for encouraging the Export 
of Salted Beef and Foik l i om Ireland. 

n. An act to provide for the Recovery of 
Penalties under certain acts, madi in the 
irth vc:ir of his pn sent majesty, for se¬ 
eming the Bates aiid Duty's in Ireland in re¬ 
spect of Dw’clling Hoii.«c.s, &c. 

1.2. An act to make further regulations with 
respect to Tdcenccs for the Sale of Spirituous 
and fuher Liquors by Retail in Ireland. 

13. All act to suppress Insurrections, and 

prevent the Disturbance of the Public Peace 
in Ireland. * 

14. An act to<epcal certain Duties of F'x- 
cise, and also certain Stamp Duties in Jre- 
lahd, and to grant certain,new Stawip Duties 
in lieu thereof; and to amend the Laws re¬ 
lating to the S^tamp Duties in Ireland. 

15. An act to*'pro'vide*for tjic regulatin 
and secuiin* the Collection of t\^c Duty#n 
Gold 'and Silver Plate, wrought* ojf manu¬ 
factured in Ireland. 

, 16*. An act to grant to h's majesty, until 
the 5th day of JwU^ l8fW, certain duties on 
tlie Importation, to ayow Drawbaskf oi\ 
the Exportation of certain Goods, Wares* and 
^Iertfhan*ftze, hito and.from Ireland. 

^ 17 . 'iin act to amend an act made In the 
'4dtli year of his present maj*'«ty, for tlic re¬ 
gulating and securing the C[oilection of the 
Duties on Spirits distilled iu IrelfU}^* 
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1 ft. A n act to {Provide for the Decrea^ and 
anspension, in Certain cases^.of part of the 
cwntcrvailing Duties on British Refined 
imported into Ireland. 

19* An act to continue until the ^h day 
of September ?803, and to amend two acts, 
made in the parliament of drelanJ, to regu¬ 
late flic trade of Rectifying Spirits. 

20. An%ct*to enable his majesty to ap¬ 
point the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for 
the time being in Ireland, one of the com¬ 
missioners for executing fhe office of Lord 
High Treasurer in England, without salary. 

21. An act-to continue, ^ntil the 39lh 
day of September 1 ^ 17 » an ac^, passed in 
Ireland in the 13th and 14th years ofhis 
present majesty, resjiecting certain Annuities, 

22. An act to continue until the 2,0th day 
of September 181*5 an act, passed in Ireland 
in the 3f)th year of his present majAty, for 
t!ie Improvement and Extcnsioij/ of the 
Eisheties on the coasts of Ireland. 

23. An act to amend an act, passed in the 
43d year of h^ present majesty, forjfranting 
to his majesty the sum of 50,000/. for 
building Glebe Hoilsesin Ireland. 

24. An act to explain and amend an act, 
passed in the S\]i\\ and 40th years of his pre¬ 
sent majesty, concerning the Disposition of 
certain Real and Personal Projicrty of his Ma¬ 
jesty, his Heirs and ! .ucci'ssors, and aly of the 
Heal*and Personal Property of her Majesty, 
andof the Queen Consort for the time being 

25. An act for the more convenient Pay¬ 
ment of HalfPay,^and PenVions, and other Al¬ 
lowances to OfHrei s and Widows of Officers 
and to peisons upon the Compassionate I jst. 

2(). An act for defraying, untl the 25th 
day of M.uch IHOS, the charge of the Pay 
and Clothing of the Militia of Ireland, 8rc. 

37 . An act to authorirc his majesty to 
permit the Importation of Xaval Stores from 
any place in ships bclon^ng to States in 
amity with his majesty, and navigated in any 
manner viiatever^ * 

28. An act to enable the lords commis¬ 
sioners of his majesty’s Treasury,to issue Ex¬ 
chequer Billj, on \he crcilit of such aids or 
(mpplies lu have been or shall bcl granted by 
parliamgnf for the service of Great Britain, 
for the year 1807. 

29- An act for defraying the Charge of 
the Pay and Clothing of«Ac Militia in Great 
, Britain for the yey 1807^ 

^ ^0. An act to amend severahLa 
else in Great Britain, relating to* 
ea Salt, Soap, Paper, Coffee, Coo 
Spirits, and Glass, and for restoring 
iu certain casc% 

31. Au act to revive and continue,* unty 


of Ex- 



the 25th ^ of March 1808, and amend so < 
much of an at't, made in the 39th and 40th 
years of bis present majesty,» grants certain 
Allowances to Adjutants and Serjeam-Majori 
of the Militia of England, disembodied undet 
an act of the same session of parliament. 

32. act formaking Allowances in cer¬ 
tain cases to Subaltern Officers of the Mi*" 
itia in Great Britain, while disembodied. 

33. An act to continue until the tst day of 
June 1808, an act of the 45th year o^his pre¬ 
sent majesty, for ap|>ointing CommiMionera 
to enquire into the l^blic Expenditure, aSd 
the Conduct of the Public Business in the 
Military Departments therein mentioned. 

34. An act to make the port of Amstcr^ 
d^in, in the Island of Cura^oa, a Free Port. 

35. An act to indemnity such persons in 
the United Kingdom as have opiitted to qua-* 
lit^' themselves for Offices and Employments^ 

&c. • 

3i), An act to enable the Trustees of the 
British Museum to exchange, All, or dispose 
of such parts of the Collections, and under 
such restrictions, as are therein specified. 

37* An act to revive and continue, until 
the 25th day of March 1808, an act of they* 
4ijtl^ year of his present majesty, for altering 
and amendins several Laws rcUting to 
Duties ot E.xcise upon Mint. • 

38. An act for permitting, until the 2^th 

dav of March I 8 O 9 , and^rom thence to the " 
end of tht then next session of parliament* 
the Importation of certain enumerated, artl-i . 
clcs into the British Coloni^on the Conti¬ 
nent of North Apicrica, from the united 
stales of Anverica, and th^ Export^ion of 
other enumerated articles from the same Co^ 
Ionics, to the said States. * 

39 . An act for more effectually charging 
Public Accountants with Interest upon 
Ualaiftes; and Ipr other purposes relating to 
tiic passing of Public Accounts. 

40. An act to alter the Practice of Courts 
of Equity, in Suits in which Members of 
Parliament are Defendants. 

41. An act to enable the East-India com¬ 
pany to raise Money upon Bond instead 
increasing their Capital Stock. • 

42. An act for more eflectual Administration 
of the office of a Justice of the Peace in such* 
parts*of the counties o^Middlcsex au4Surrey / 
as lie in and near )he Mctro|>olis; and fo* ^ 

_ ua^revention of E'clotiies. 

43..An actSs'^vivc and continue,, until. 
d of the next session of parliament, an * 
of the 4bth year of his present majesty, 
suspending Proeeedings la Actions^and 
:r Proceedings relating to the VVo^’-- 
Manufacture, * 

» • 
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44. An act for transferring io hii Majesty, 
certain possessions and rignts vemd in the 

. SSierra Leone ceV^pany, &c. 

45. An act to enable bis Majesty to grant 
to .her majesty the Queen a capital messuage 
called Frogmore, &c, 

45. An act to repeal certain provisions of 
an act, pass&d in the 46th year of his present 
■ majesty, for enquiring into the state of 
'Windsor Fore st, &c. 

47. An act to grant pertain duties on Cal- 
Hcoes, Muslins, Cotton Yarn, &:c. 

a48« An act to contince until the 29th day 
of September 1803, several acts for the better 
collccnon and security of the Uevenues of 
Customs and Excise in Ireland, and fur pre- 
vendng Frauds thefein. 

49. All act for allowing a Drawback on 

ce^in Linens expqrted from Great Britain 
to the West Indies. * 

50. An acUto amend an act, made in the 
parliament of Ireland in the 5th year of his 
present majestj-’s reign, for erecting and es¬ 
tablishing Public JntJ^inaries or Hospitals 
in Ireland. 

51. An act to revive continue, until 
the 25lh day of March I HOB, an act of the 

'‘39th year of Ws present majesty, for the 
more ^ectualEucourucreinent of the Biitisli 
Fisheries. « • 

62 An act to repeal so much of an act of 
the last session of parliament, as relates to 
the Payment of 1 Any on ('odee and Cocoa 
Nuts when cxjxuted from ilic warchou»c in 
^ which the s:inic Aiall have beqn secured. 

53. Aa-act tOKnable his majesty’s Post- 
roaster^cnt ral to open and return Letters 
direct4d to Hamburgh or other places abroad, 
?nd wlricli have been or shall have been re¬ 
turned or not serfi. 

54. An act to prevent improjxir persons 

from having Arms in Ireland. ^ 

55. An act lor ullowin'g a certain propor¬ 
tion of the Militia in Ireland, voUiuturlly to 
enlist into his jnajesty*> Uegular horces.* 


4 


55. An act for incriasiug tlie j\iilitia of| of Great Britain. 


5l yAn act to repeal certain duties on J^6- 
reign Goods, Wares, and MerchandUe ex-i 
ported from Great Britain to Ireland. f 
62 , An act to suspend, until the Ist day^r 
May 180B, the payment of all Drawbacks on 
Spirits made or distilled in Gceat Britain or 
Ireland, and expojtted citlier ccAinitry to 
the other respectively. « 

6*3. An act for repealing the Dn^ic^nd Draw¬ 
backs payable on Silks, and for granting other 
Duties and another Drawback in lieu thereof. 

54. An act lo allow the Bounty now pay¬ 
able on British Callicoes and Cottons cx- 
[x>rtcii to Gibraltar to be paid on the same 
articles when exported to Malta. 

65. An act to exempt Sales of West-India 
Produce, by the West-india Dock Company 
for payment of duties and charges, trom the 
Auction Duty. 

55. act to make more effectual pro¬ 
vision fat the Prevention of Smuggling, 

, 5/. Anact to permit, until the end of the 
next session of Parliament, the Importation of 
Swedisl^Hcrrings into Great B^it^ju. 

58. An act for the better Government of 
the Settlements of Fort St. George and Bom¬ 
bay ; for the Kegulaiion of Public Banks, &c. 

69. An act for dischar^ina from the Claims 

of the Cl own certain Heal and Personal Es¬ 
tates belonging lo general I)e Lanccy, late 
barrHck-marter-gcncral, J nd vested lu I’rus- 
tecs for •Sale. • 

70. An act for maintaining and preserving 
a* Military Canal and Hoad, made froin 
.Shornclifl in the coantv of Kent, to Cliff End 
in the county of Sussex. ‘ 

71. An art for xhc speedily completing 
the Militia of (»reut Hiilain,iuid increasing 
the same, under certain Ipnitations and re¬ 
strictions. 

7‘J. An act forniising the sum of 500,000/. 
by 'treasury Bills tor the service of Ireland 
for the yciir IBU/,. 

73. An act for enabling bis majesty to 
I raite the sum of 4,500,000/. for the Service 

i> r-. U- •. . » • 


Ireland, under ccitain limttadous aiul restric¬ 
tions. * 

* 57. An for allowing a rotf.iin propor¬ 
tion of the Militia in Great Rriiain volunta- 
•rily to inlist into his majesty Hcgular Forces, 

58. act for encouraging the Ksipor- 
tatiou of Salt from Ireland. 

59. act to atnendWn acjbp^£«.^^ 
year qf hiS majc‘:ty, for thcSjgifcr RegylatioJ.' 


74. An act for more effectually securing 
the Payment of the Dcbts*of Traders. 

75. .4n att for 8usj>endinff tfic operati^ 
of an act ofithe .3Gth year of bis jAfesent ma¬ 
jesty, for the further Support and Mainte¬ 
nance of Curates, &c- , 

*75. An act fot^gpnting to his majesty a 
certain sum of money out of the Consoli¬ 
dated Fund of Great BAtaia, and for*ap-* 
plying ceiain*monies therein mentioned for 


of the office of Receiver-general of the^Post- 

Office in England. *j 1 the S;r^Leof the year 1807, and for furthcf 

Co. An act to uive further time for ji^ir-rUif-i-ipriating the Supplies granted in tips 


the legal Quays and Warehouses, iriA session of pfirliaracui. 
'• tE^t of London. * • |l . • 

• • . • i i 
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An Acroiint of the Amount of all Exemptions granted to Foreigners, ^ respect of Duty 
on Dividends, in tiie various Funds of (yreat Britain, and on the Dividends of the £ast>lndiu 
and Soiith'Sca Cuiupunics; under the Fropcriy*7ax; to iiic latest Peliod to which the sanl^ 
can be made \ip. 


Exumptiuna on l>ividends,*paynble un the 5th July 1806. 


O-per-Crnt. Cnn<ioIi<lated Annuities 

Ka'<it>Iiidift -^tiK’k. 

ikiutti-Sca Stork. 

/»-j>er-Cci»t. Navy Annuities. . > 

Nen’ South'Sen Annuities . . • 

Soiith-Sea Aiiiiiiities 17M . . 

3-]icr-Cent. Asiiuiities 1726 . • . 

Irish I'untine. 

Imperial 3-pcr-rcnt. Aiwmities. . 
Imperial Aiinuilius. 


Ex(>iii)itioiis on T) 

.'t-jicr-Cent. Ilrduml Annuities 
4-i>er-Cent. Aniiuitirs . . 

.'i.p('r-6ent. Irish Annuities . 

Irish Annu^ies. 

i)ld Suutli-S(‘a Annuities . . 

1.011K Annuities. 

Short Annuities 
5'i»€r-Ctut. Annuities 1797 . 


Eiemptions on D 

3-per-Cent. Consolidate*! Annuities 
5.]ier-('ent Nnvy Annuities . . 

New South'Sea Annuities . 
3-])er-Cent Annuities l*i'2Ct , . 
r>-per>('gnt. Imperial Aniiuitips • 
Imperial Annuitie!i .... 
South-Sea Anj^uitics 1751 . • 

Soutli-Sea Stork . f • . . 

East-liidia Stock. 


J 


Principal. 


Dividend. 

1 

1 

1 Duty. 

• 

£ • 

s. 

ri. 

f. 

d. 

£. 

t. 

d. 

12.451,383 

6 

7 

- 186,770 16 


18,677 

1 


491,598 

14 

7 

25,808 18 

8 

2,580 

17 

10 

1,133,530 

4 

9 

19,837 13 

1 

^1,983 

15 

3 

153,407 

10 

0 

3,960 3 

9 

396 

0 

4 

564J663 

1.1 

2 

8,469 19 

1 

846 

19 

11 

160,630 

16 

8 , 

2,4.39 9 

3 

« 243 

IS 

12 

101,988 

6 

3 i 

1,574 1^ 

6 

J57 

9 

8 

7,447 

15 

4 j 

3,723 17 

8 

372 

7 

9 

63,002 

15 

(• 1 

945 0 

10 

94 

10 

1 

619 

0 

0 ' 

non 10 

0 1 

30 

19 

0 

e 



2.f;i,H40 5 

3 

, 25,384 

0 

4. 

• 

I jSayablc on the U 

:)th Uctiilier 1806. 



• 

2,109,999 

8 

10 

31,i*4y 19 

10 

.3,q94 

19 

10 

769 H ''0 

4 

2 

15,396 12 

1 

1,539 

13 

2* 

3,391 

10 

0 

222 5 

9 

22 

4 

6 

,54 

15 

10 

, 27 7 

JM 

1 ^ 

14 

9 

5»l,041 

13 

4 

7,860 12 

6 

' 786 

1 

3 

5,955 

V 

0 

2,977 13 

6 

.. 297 

15- 

4 

3,070 

9 

K 

>,.5.3.1 4 

10 

Y 153 

10 

6 

35,563 

6 

8 

889 n 

8 

V 88 

19 

2 




i>0,859 8 

1 

' 6,08.5 


6 

1 

, payable on the 51 

th January 1807. 


e 

• 

■ 

4,95.5,777 

15 

6 

1 74,^6 13 

4 

• 7,43.'V 13 

4 

47,561 

3 

4 

1,189 0 

7 

1 118 

18 

0 

193,543 


|S 

2,978 3 

o 

297 

16 

4 

99,661 

13 

4 

1,494 J 8 

6 

149 

9 

10 

8,580 

0 

0 

123 14 

0 

12 

17 

4 

88 

0 

0 

44 0 

0 

4 

8 

0 

#14,147 

irp 

6 

512 4 

4 

1 51 

4 

5* 

3.'i0,970 

4 

8 

6,1.51 19 

7 

• 614 

3 

11 

141,779 

8 

10 

7,443 8 

.7 

; 744 

6 

10 


• 


94,269 1 

rr 

9,426 

is' 

u 


J 


Tfi* Account contains all Exempt^ns granted upon Uie Divitfends which have bocoroe payable 
aince the Dhty was stopped at the Bank of England. Previous to that Period, the Agents to Foreign¬ 
ers entitled to Exemptions did not pay tlie Duty, bat omittdl, for the most part, to claim the Ex¬ 
emptions in the manner required by the Act. Any Accouiit^f the Exeinption<i actually granted upon d 

former Dividends would, thci^'ae, afford no criterion to judge of tlie Exem^iofts to which the Parties f 

"^ea^tal^Annual Aiooiint df Exemptions may 63,000, being doulSe the 

Amount of the Exemptions graiited»upp^d Dividelds payable oiTtUe 5th of July aacTJUth of , 

October 1806.* * C V * ' w/ r JL 

^ \m 1 WlLMAM Lnwxns. 

pfficc for T.xe., ? , t I Babn^ 

- - - ■ 7, C Edwarc Medovts. • ^ g 

' ^ • Henry Hodgsox. 

• , y • ThOWAS DAVH^^|#f^ * 

Vot, (i * • 


fi4th Febtuary 1807. 























iii] parL. Accounts.—— shipping, [It 

♦ ' 

Relun) of the EiTective Strength oC the*REClULAKl EORCRS, at the latest Period to which 
the same can be made up; disV)guishing|thc Bl^fish-from the Korcign 'I'roops, and the 
Cavalry from^c Infantry, and the Numbers serving Abroad, and at Home. f 

^\iljnt.-<lciieral*g OfBcc, July 03,1807/i 


Cavalry . 
lufantry 

Total 


Rank and File. « 

I 

British. Foreign. Toral. 

OrJ.CPA 3.0‘>0 26,HA At Home 

129,‘263 S7,‘29S 156,.')6I Abroad . 


152,558 30,318 18‘>,H76 


Total 


Rank and File. 
- - a.--' - 

t 

Cavalry. Infantry. -Totn!. 

30,041 t>l,U7* 81,488 

* (i.W 93,114 101,383 

26,315 156,551 j 182,876 

I • 

llATiitY Calvcht, a. G. 


Keturu of the Effqptive Strength of the MIUTtA Ft)U(.d‘-S in Great Britain and Ireland, 
. at the latest Period to ujiici) the same can be made. up. 

A«!int.-Gcnpral’s OOii e, .Inly 23, 1807. 


^ Croat Britain 
Ireland 


Tot.il 

•- 


‘Rank and File. 

.‘i.3,810 

24,180 

- 77,910 

* 

IlArrv (*Aivr.aT, A.G. 


Return of tlic Effective Force of the VOlil.'N'I ICl' US of Gn-dl Uritain ; (ll^tinguishing Infantry, 
^ Cavalry, and Artillery; .is far astlie^same e.’.ii be uscirtained from the latest Ueturns. 

I P. FM-" 1.. .. ~ 7. 1 ’ M7n7' 777 ; k 


Infantry . . . « l,'il7 

• Cavalry ... 162 

Artillery • •, 25 


ToUl . 


3,710 I 7..*,‘t3 

4^» 1 1,040. 

J20 1 • ‘25.1 


1,404 


4,535 


8,836 


If^itehall, July 18, 1807. 


SinH- 

Olhrtis. 

•. 

*Sr»jcaiU j. 

I’l mnpt'UT.' 
or 

Driu)iiiic*.s 

li.nik 

and 

File*. 

1,7S1 

13, P.3 

0,623 

2.T \ ,544 

7r.u 

l.-'ilT) 

.‘>23 

• 25,542 . 


50.) 

• 

‘J09 

9,420 

2,'>S6 


" 7,355 

289,506 


.1. BntKK’lT. 


An Account of«4hc BRITISH and FOREIGN SlIlPlMNfi employed in thcTnide of Greal 
Britain^ in Three Years, ending tlie 5ih of January 1307 : Shewing tlie Number of Vessels, 
Ton*^. and Men, entered luwards, and <'leared Out, under eaeli Year. • 


INlVABElfiS. . 


Ships. 


bi'itisli. * 

— ^ - - 

.Tons. 


Men. 


Foreign. • 

— ^ — - 

Ships. I 'Fujis. }. Men. 


,Int‘eYcar . . . 18041 10,508 1,595,387 82,979 J 4,271 607,291' 50,744 • 

‘ ’8051 11,414 1,494,290 87,166 1*' * ' - 

12,118 1,482,664 88,998 ^ 



30,507, 
30,924 
. 29,63^ . 


T# ^ WlItOUOHSV, 

« Keg. Gen* 


• « 












V] VARL. ACCOUNTS.—Great Britaik.<»—J ncom^. [vi 

Abstract Statement <'£ thcPUBLTC INCpMEof Great Britain, ?or the Year ended SthJan. 180^, 


f 


Hends (»t‘ Kevenue. 


G'rus 


t 


OJtUiNAiiY REVKNOES. 
Permoneni mid Anrmal Tuics. 


^'lusioms - 


JCxrisi 


Staiffps - ^ ......... 

- « % 


Liiiid and A:<sessed Taxes - 


Tost Office 


li. in the on Ponsions ^ 
and SAluncs ( 

6 ^/. iu the X. on Pensions 7 

and Salaries ^ 


- - - Knjflnnd 

Scotland 
Clre.’^t Brituiii 

- - - i■■n‘rlsulJ 
/ Scotland 

Tlircat lU'itaiii 

- - > Kn^laiid 

Scot’find 
Orcat Hvitain 

• - - i'nglBnd 

Scoilaiui 

* Great Uiitavii 

- - - r.iJi;land 

Si'utland 
Grdat Britain 

- • - llui;laiid 

- - - S^jflnnd 
Great Fll)'UHin 

- - - 1'n^lanil 

- - - S(‘otlnnd 
(>rcat Brit 


JliU'kiiey C’earhrs - - 
Huivkcrs and Pedlars 

'J’ut.il Pennaneut and Annual Duties 




8,8V2,77.5 15 1^ 

8.:iJ,0U 0 0 

1,789 15 U 
17,540,;i^V 8 5i 
l,b48,l>18 0 6 
9,188,54'’ 8 IH 
4,:i24,d*5 ].'} 5^ 
L>y4,5i5 7 

4,ClS,h‘91 1 

tj,C99,i44 2 
9 

8,7-31,544 1‘2 
1,497,010 10 

177,-299 n 

l,H74,310 7 
5.3, ICO 8 
• 4.555 2 
57,7 11 

C0,931 (i 
.'3,15*2 17 
61,084 4 
29,169 2 

14,53.5 0 
4'.V)K4,4tJ'2 4 


SinaH Hranrhfs of /V licrodittirii Hcirnitrm 
Alienation Pintos - -- -- -- -- -- -- 
3’ost Fines - -- — p — - 
Seizures - - — - 

<!unif>osit>ons - -- - — 

Proffers - ---------------- 

Crown IiDads - 

Kifi■lordii.arj liv^o'irt o, 

r(’u‘«touis - - r.ii'tl.iud 

Scot ip^d 
Great Britain 
- - - i’u;rland 

-" Scotland 

— .Oriat livi'.iin 

Pn'pert v’Tax I jijiland 

-- - ■ ScoHruid 

-— * Cr».:it fliitaiii 

Duty ------- 

'•ollcctrd under tin 


< 

H 

te 

< 


V\ 


c----- 


.\rri*ars of Income 
Arrears of 'ra>^e«s 

Aid and ('outribiition Act - - - - - 
T,ottcrv. Net Profit - -- -- -- -- -- 
Monies paul on Account of the lati-f-t of 
* l.onns raiscfl for fly Service of Iivlimd - 
< hi .Account of tin* Commissioners,ajipoiiit 
c<I hy Aci ’35 Geo. HI.• fov'lsauin}' Kx- 
cite<]iicr Bills for Cr<*nada - - ---- 

of Re^ateti Kfccheqiicr Offices - - - 
Prodiu'c of sundry Ma.^aziius, &c. Add on 
Account of Govtrni^jj’nt - 
Monii's paiiTon Account of tlA SiirplLis He 
vcnutMi^A^Islc of Man - -- -1--- 
S^’in^Mu^r the Reg^nlations adoptJd with 
rc.spcet to the Pay of Military Chaplain* 
Imj'irest Money repaid by sundry Public 
Accnuiitaiit.s — - -f — 

Other Monies Paid to the ^ul|)ic 


I Keeefbt. ^ 


Net Produce. 


9 

2^ 

9 

8 

5 

2 

G 

8 

lU 

‘4 

2 

'Ji 

m 

0 

KVj 

0 

0 


11,540 0 
4,040 12 
15,788 0 
. 1 16 
620 19 
67.790 10 

'2,797,189 1.3 
310,'264 11 
7,o:'7,454 5 
5,S79,f45 8 
4*J',12'3 .7 
6,')')0,168 15 
5,9(12,765 9 
•r'O.494 7 
0,115,2.39 17 
16,327 1'2 


471 
4 99,249 


15 

10 


4 

H 

6 

8 

0 

H 


lOA 

2i 

o« 

G 

H 

6 

H 

4^ 


0 


1,751,603 (f 4 


,75,000 p 
52,290 IS 

7,000 .0 

6,5‘26 10 

33,396 6 

90,07.» I.'* 
• 1,492 18 


0 

1 

0 




0 


Paid into Pixcheqr. 



t. 

d. 

£. 

#. 

d. 

7,184,344 17 

Si 

/6,669,362 

1 

H 

589,70 4 

7 

0' 

387,417 

0 

0 

7,774,049 

4 

9 

7,0.5r>,779 

1 

.H 

15,983,378 

7 

11 

15,931,255 

16 

•s 

1 ,.39.'J,83.S 

.3 

H 

1,056,600 

0 

0 

17,377,213 

11 


16,990,855 

16 

5 

4,053,617 

15 


3,874,516 

7 

21 

275,295 

12 

5 

258,000 

0 

0 

4,528,913 

8 

04 

4,13*2,516 

7 

11 

6,1'26,627 

12 


5.614.889 

6 

7 

311,63*2 60 


20I,0tt9 

19 

lU 

6,439,'260 

3 

Si 

5,815,989 

6 

Gk 

1,136,901 0 6 

10 

992,998 


154,834 

17 

2\ 

108,001 

18 

9 

1,291,736 

4 

0.J 

1,101,000 

0 

0 

*5*2,780 

2 

i'4 

50,584 

12 

4 

4,384 

4 


4,334 

0 

0 

57,16.4 

6 


54,968 

12 

4 

60,546 

4 

9.4 

60,54.5 

1^ 

2* 

2,733 

3 

9| 

2,7.33 

3 

9i 

» 63,'279 

8 

• 7 

• 63,279 

0 

•0 

‘2.>,9 40 

17 

H 

2.5,600 

0 

0 

11.465 

19 

8 

• 11,28.5 

0 

0 

37,368,023 

3 

H 

:i.5,2.5‘z.J73 

4 

lU 




HtRia 




• 


per 2,000 

0 

0 

8,5.35 

17 

8 

5,203 

0 

3 

4.040 

12 

H 

0 

0 

0 

15,'ft8 

0 

6 

15,788 

0 

6 

1 

16 

8 

1 

16 


620 

19 

U 

‘ 620 

19 


65,357 16 

H 

966 

13 

•4 

2,522,874 

6 

4 

2,4^3,351 

10 


‘2.56,370 

8 

8| 

203,683 

0 

0 

2,779,244 

15 


2,677,034 

10 


5,804,881 

3 

? 

5,804,811 

16 

s 

443.6*27 

19 

H 

388,400 

0 

0 

6,248,.509 

.3 


6,193,211 

16 

5 

.5,747,114 

9 

H 

5,747.114 

9 

• 5i 

23(>,ig0 

0 

0 

2.36,100 

0 

0 

5,933,214 

9 

.54 

5,983,214 9 

H 

16,330 

17 

94 

16,383 >7 

H 

^59 

6 

3^. 

, 459 

6 


4767410 

4 

0 

476,410 

4 

0 

1,75^663 

0 

4 

1,751,663 

0 

4 

73,000 

0 

0 

73.000 

0 

0 

52,290 

18 

1 " 

• 52,290 

18 

1 

7,000 

0 

0 

7,000 

0 

0 

6,526 

10 

H 

6,526 

10 

I* 

33,396 

6 

0 

33,396 

6 

e 

0 

• 

# 

90,075 

1.3 

5 

90,075 

13 

5 

1.492^ 

18 

H 

1,49^ 18 



8 

« 

IU 

.52,639,013^ 

5 

li 


12 

1 

19,699,263 

_A_ 

1 ■ 

|74.681 ,299 

1 

04 


IT 

is^ 


Appvopriateil Balances in i. c Jan. 1806, atmmnttMliu iw, 

and on the 5th Jan. 1807, tdlO,490,631/. 9*. O^IL There was no unaEpropriated Balance in tl^e 
chequer at either of the above^mcntioiiivl J*er|adf^ JT 
and Tr^s^rt Bills, issued for the “ 
and not redeemed within that Period, 

ling Bills, 2,209,6974. 7r. Ud.; aftdia Trans^rt Biils^ 463,497/, 3f. 4rf. / N. VANSITTAETf* 
25/A MarsA. 18Q7. j V 


90,631/. 9s. O^IL There was no unam>ropriatcd Balance in tiie 
ncntioiicvl Peiwdik Th^Amount of^xchequer Bills. liNavuA^ms 
le Public Sftr/ice ^^ecn th^Sth .Ian. and the 5th 1803pr 
riod, was, in Rxchequer Bills, .£.27,207,r6o 5 . in Navy and Victual* 
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sa} PARL. ACCOUNTS.-^aiAT 'Bv.trAVirf^PetyMneHt and War Taxes. [xii 

* • \ ^ * 

Ao ACCOUNT of the NET PROftUCt of alt the PERMANENT TAXES.^hd^ 

, WAR TAXES, in the Quarters* and Years ende& the 5t^ January 180(), and the 5th ^ 

January 


In the Quarter^ ended 
_ >- - . __ 

5th Jam. 1806.1 5tb Jan. 180^ 


Cutiontf. £, s. 

Consolidated, aftvr rf.seninp^ * 

^.’62,500. per Quarler, by Act > P00228 2 

43 Geo. Ml. cap. 6H . t ) 

<2uaniDtine Duty. 4287 16 

^.4!$^rCnn(. .. . 239 10 

Coaat and Dock Dut}’,. 8172 11 

JHAcise. • 

Consolidated.3153100 6 

Stamfis, • 

Kesesredotitof Coii)iolid:ited Du- ^ 
ticS 769,365/. 19r. 6*/. peri 
Qparter, by Act 44 Qco. k 

eop. P&. from Oct. 1804, aftcT/ * 
rescTviiip the Surplus of the\ 

Duty ou Recci|)ts 180.'5 . . 

Compositions for Stamps, ])Cr lliinV 8000 0 

lareucesfor sellif.g LotUT>'l'ickct'‘ 5108 2 
Incidt'nU, ( 

letter Money.2.31166 1.3 

8 o i * rHouscs ard Windows . 264.33 VJ 

[ 1 Inhabited Houses . 11273 14 

—1 TTor-ses for Hiding . . . 16871 13 

Horses ftrHusbandry . 10776 9 

•5 S • T I Servants. 10.393 .3 

I S'Sg ' Carriages •. 12106 2 

^ S-**" LDo%s. 5370 4 

^.rO. percent. . .}. 0 0 

^.20 per Ceut. . .> Arrears « 172 3 

Clocks and Watches ) .. 4*89 .3 

Hdwkera and Pedlar.s. 1110 0. 

cHarknfty Coache's add Chairs , . . 4390 0 

€if. per .f. on Pensions. 19.340 0 

If. ditto . . . Salaries ...... 184 i5 0 


1167.317 2 .3 


240.3 

1318 

8924 


3 5 
3 H 
19 7i 


8000 

5108 


264.33 

11273 

16871 

10776 

10.393 


^ S-**" LDo%s. 5370 

^.10. percent. . .}. 0 

^.20 per Ceut. . .> Arrears « 172 

Clocks and Watches y.. 4*89 

Hdwkera and Pedlar.s. 1110 

^Hackney Coache's add Chairs . . . 4390 

€if. per .f. on Pensions. 19.340 

If. ditto . . . Salaries ...... 184 i5 

Seizures ..i.,31289 

Proffers^. 13 

Compositions.0 

ftent of Alum Minqfi.0 

Ditto of a l.ight House . • . • « . 0 

Allenatinn Duty.. *• • • ^ 

Tir-st Fruits of the Clergy.0 

Tenths of ditto.. 0 

Fines and Forfeitup .. 0 

o r Female Servants . . . 178 ’< 0 

5 JHair-Powd^^.cVtincates 179.3 22.32 

^ Hor.sc-Dealcr*.’Licences 1796 911 

< I Armorial Bearings . . 1798. 1883 


1.3 14 


0 *() 
0 0 


PyAct43 i HairPowdcrCertificatc" 
dGccClII. < Horse-Dcalers’I.icenct s 
cap. 68. ( Armorial Bearings . 
Heserv^ out of Hoases,and Win-1 
* dow8,*by Aet 43 Geo. III. cap. y 
161,at.i%t^,474. perQuarter,f 
i from flpt 1804 

^iihabit^ Houses.• • • . 

Horses tor Riding ...... . 

^orses niul*Mules 

Male ServaoU. 

Carripges/. *.. 

D(^s . .. 


22.32 19 1(1', 
911 12 !()-» 
1883 lit 1' 
l.'39!*2 13 8' 
1408 19 5 
• 7RG6 0 44 


155523 


• 8000 
8292 

231166 
440 
27 
» 465 
606 
484^ 
1215 
718 
0 
0 
0 

^930 

4270 

27279 

17028 

5.'6 

1.3 

0 

0 

0 

808 
0 
0 
224 
• 0 
661 
99 
*221 
16449 
2:1.32 
8173 


In the Years ended 



t. rf. I • tL'. 


s. </. 


■1.3&jp73 0 yi 


3790<.32 5 4005965 2 0^ 

17362 1 4:i 35093 2 4 

18530 8 84 6790 17 34 

. 31965 17 si- 35749 3 ()| 

15718927 12 5^ 1.3829170 14 3 


3024180 4 4 1 3017585 17 8 


0 0 

1 

a 

13 4 
5 8^ 

16 64 

18 44 

19 7 

15 7 

12 S 

14 11 

4 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

16 1 
7 9 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

16 7 

0 0 
0 0 
16 0 
0 0 

13 0 

14 J 
9 ^ 


3800^ 0 0 
5408 2 0 


950500 
178932 
77705 
68421 
,597.36 
37773 
.39117 
28174 
0 
172 
689 
8145 
2-^25 
57310 
50374 
83191 
678 

• <j 

. 960 
6 

’ 3977 
3-47 
, 9872 
• 1127 
0 

22639 

.3629 

114RS 

3^592 

2878 

1655C 


0 0 
14 11 
9 4' 
19 Si 
16 6; 
17 li 
3 6', 

17 11* 
0 6 
3 2 = 

5 0 

0 o' 
2 0 
0 *0 

6 *9 
5 6-; 
2 0 

13 4 

0 'o 

13 4 

18 8 

14 .3^ 

2 U 
8 .3* 

0 0 

16, 7 
S 4 

Vie 8 
19 5 
0 44 


.32000 0 0 
8292 1 7 

• 924666 13 4 
, 32460 7 2 

16720 18 2i 
20702 19 0; 

22279 8 4i 
161.34 1.5 .5. 
28.5.58 5 lO; 
U097 15 9 
7 117 
• 50 4 0 

845 1 5 

11635 0 0 

258.5J7 0 0 
, 6.3279 0 O 

i .51968 12 4 
! 157HH 0 6 

620 19 0 
1 16 8 
960 0 0 
6 11 4 
9000 .3 4 

41.56 10 0 
98.4 17 10 
681 9 8 

.3.5 1.3 2 
-.«46;j 16 1 

2089*. 1 n 

pi 4 8 7 

. 8 3 

0 8 


6381 iO 5 4i 

10.3865 4,3^ 

159986.4 1(U 
67650 n OJ 
81.308 4 **-.5 
S2I65 0 11 


605253 18 *0 1776803 




1903310 


144B44 

209957 

171755 

>06404 

91407 

43913 


n 6 ] 
2 8 
10 1 
2 *1 
12 

12 1 


Carried forward ^ 6530016 


17036769 19 4 


47n&5 4 3j 584660 2, R 

496119 6e2 583986*5 4f 

429689 4 10^ .501667 70 2 

*249820 II 04 3934.35 16 Ilf 

260088 4 7| 302349 3 3 

90045 0 11 119628 5 0| 




























«ii5] PARL. ACCOUNTS.^it^* *“** 

__« .• _ « lkT« WT* MMfl 'VT Alt. rAXES. Ill Ibe Quarters and Years enjeA 


- NET produce jof the PERMANENT and VAECAXES. m l^uarters 

«• 5lh Jan..l806r,* and 5tl Jai». 18UJ.— Continued, 


^ Rrougbt forwanl . . • 

* firu Anno 1803: 

Brouf;bt Consolidated 

loniK, dttciy<‘|civiti^ as dirc(y> 
led byeVctldGeo-Ul-cap. A j 
Sin^usol ihqDuty on IR‘C( ipt% 
iSoi, jttri ditto, by Aetditto, 

c ap. A.. * ' 

Ditto, Houses aud yinqp,'V’«i 
180+, ditUi, by A(J^itto,fcjp. 
lol. ftoni April 1^4 . . . 


z 

653001C 


ud yinta»,'V’«i7 
\(Ufitto,fcjp. > 
1^4 . . .1. O 


loo04V*t> 


Di'tid ji»o-/nm» ISOVs I 

Smplus of Convihdated Stamp^ I 

Duties, after levivffig, as ^04536 8 

rtoU*d (iv At t44 Gto HI. cap# « 

y8. tioui October lb04 . . . « j 1 

• £ U)yj?4ttii 11 

Duties pro Anno 1805*. | 

J al.4 n from CnnHoUdati d I ettcr*^ 1 | 

Money, the I'*tiMi 0 tnl Amount/I ■ 

of the additional Duty on UicVj lt»33 6 

rostajjt of Lcttoi s, iiniJ#s<‘d b\ V / 

Act 4 > (Jeo. Ul. cap. 11. . • . } I 
<iiiids, ^c. AnnolSOj 1 618?4 17 

I<gaiics .A . . ,3^) 


Duties taken I j 
outuf Coiisu- I f 
lidatul rs--s ( 
rise, by Art | , 
45 Geo. 111. I 1 


■s.u>t. ....... H'jm 

Aurteons. ^175 

Bntks and Tiles 2)874 

(offee . . . . 

I ( \ der and Pen y . ^3 j 

OUss. 19891 


^ 01 
• V. 

Iw 


negat 



.t. t. d. \ 

Jtf, s, d* 

36210635 4 ^2^ 26643046 7 10^ 

250000 0 0 

• 

• 

250000 0 • 

55283 15 8 

59878 0 4 

• 

0 0 0 

0 '0 0 

. 

• 

265iqj/18 17 

-J69j2J^|^ 24 

793434 10 2 

• 

975270 17 « 


279-2&195' 3*104 


2 )874 0 
5722 0 
e31 6 
19891 0 
1840 13 
1477 13 
h9«989 1 


^ Duties ;»ro 180C * 

W inrs.tso \ < brttolHitics 180C, } ^ 

Ditto, 1304/bv4oG.IlI.(-4L S . 
U?ouifl)ttioiuCons(^4 i Wir|s,1803 0 

,bv4o0.ia.<J^»ttoLl8tU 

lap. U . (VaA. . .1 5 

,i.10 iHjrCent. AVISOS . .1 _ ^ 


0,0 
0 0 


Sm|»lus of Duties" 
dtuiualls giaiitnUj 
.dtei diMhar<*iu^ 

• rvluquor Bilhl 
eUaiged theieoii. 

Dut irs tod t ^clmrce 
;> O(iO,0b(iiUhA^ 
ifhWorlbOiTr 


X/. *1195 389 

Sugar &. Malt 534047 

Malt . .1 . . 79087 


Tobacco 


42313 


7811b JO 


<:r 


Sugar fie Malt 673485 1 
Malt.1^4929 


S T^fciobaoco . . . U 64774 0 

^ £• 1745025 0 

r Ts^tt ^ I 

1803 . 0 

.|2284'Sd 0 

Winrs.*. 66650 0 

...5806 )4 0 

fiiirl filiintiillff 449140 19' 


2344 

1410 


77071U 
0 

• 0 

65257 

41927 

4596 

bbOO 


ib2bfi9i 

18663-. 

101218 

31943 


31 *7bV9 
104143 
22 )202 
.57-241 


183%+7 > 


>804t6j3 0 

e 

0 0 
0 a 
0 0 
0 0 

• 0 0 . 
n o» 


80411 )3 0 

61345 n* 
^^796 0 
20^45 0 


176333 


308788 15 
39489 10 
46.3814 19 
. 35399 0 
40464 0 
31558 0 
55444 6 
67721 ll 
e 12749 13 
5791 5 


8^1-29115841 13 



0 

0 

0 

0 

O' 

0 




20593 

14115 

188604 

126931 

14779 

4090 


Voicigti P 
Wines .•. 


Tt^sf 
1803 . 
ttu • • . . 


265685 


HTOil 10 


916588 4 3| 
902971 0 0 
203715 0 0 


34r>lil0«38 2 h)t 
1.560317 17 11 
339J64 0 0 
218786 0 0 


3 >5.19032 0 9i 


<1uudb and Shipping.. 

Tc».38* 

•iWitvDatv P26^ 

Ditto, 1804 .. . 

Wines . . . 

•Goods and Wares . 1070 jO 

i^inpcrty Dutv« 1865 . . • .4» » • 

y^TobweS, 1808.^ 

Goods and Waits. a 

Piopcrty®uty.. • • _6 

£ >909531 

• * f ^ 


18 10 
U .7 


Joi 0 0 

0 0 
a U 

0 ti 

>909531 14 

/ 


760547 0 
82.5903 3 
360082 0 
2366773 0 
1676147 U 
l7flH68 0 
4077 16 
928585 17 
3278186 8 
2114743 0 
8188.19 1 
1»7.)0 0 
..0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


*759316 0 

0 * 

957350 1 

3 

85655 0 

•0^ 

2812-:91 0 


1564^89 14 

f 

1286150 16 

y 

4910 18 

9* 

1617B0 11 


9)9935 13 

111 

NM765 0 

0 

8^64*18 

2i 

783X6^ 10 


16391*5 

0 


















































PARL* ACCOUNTS««*GRCATjv&aTyiif«i-f«j|^i'/7or/« and Impotis. £xvi 

# 

An Account of the Value of ali IMPORTS in 
lor Eighteen Years, ending the 5ih January i: 
the Value of Imports from the Kasf Indies a 


1 ill' 



Slh of January 1807. 


. mid ill' EXPORTS from, GntAT Britain^ 
7; di.stmguishing each Year, and disUnguisltic^ 
‘ China, Uoin the Value of all other iuip<M'U: 

Value 
and 
riding (he 

\ 


-f 


c. - 


TeareodiDg 3 th Jon. 
]Dttto — 

Ditto - 

- 

' Ditto — 

Ditto — 

Ditto —^ 

Ditto — 

Ditto — 

Ditto — 

Ditto —“ 

Ditto — 

Bitto - 

Ditto — 

I Ditto — 

^itto — 

Ditto, - 

Ditto 



s 

Official Value gf Imports from 

__ 

piffcial 

^ « •' 
Valafi 0^ 


, East Indies 
and 

• China. 

• 

All other Parts. 

Brilisli Frodnot* 
a\id Maumaotures 
Export cd. ■ 

1 • Foreign 

Merchandise 
Exported. 


•€, s. d. 

cf. «• tf. 

u *£• s, fit 

fft 

. 1790 

5,.76a,.S4.5 0 0 

14,458^.^57 0 0 

D,779,506 0*0 

5,379,965 0 0 

1791 

5.149,870 0 0 

15,981,01,3 0 0 

/4,991,084 0 0 

4,979,797 0 0 

irji 

3,698,713 0 0 

15,971,069 0 0 

L/l 6,810,018 0 0 

5,670,412 0 0 

179.7 

2,701,547 0 0 

1(15957,810 0 0* 

18,336,851 e 0 

6,129,998 0 0 

1794 

3,499,023 0 0 

15,757,693 0 0 

13,892,263 0 0 

5,784,417 0 0 

179(5 

4,438,475^ 0 

17,830,418 0 0 

16,725,402 0 0 

8,386,043 0 0 

1796 

5.760,810 0 0 

16,976,079 0 (f 
lP.SI4,(i30 0 0 

16,338,313 0 0 

8,509,12(1 0 0 

1797 

3,372,689 0 0 

19,102,220 0 0 

8,923,848 0 0 

1798 

3.942,384 0 0 

17,071,572 0 0 

16,90.3,103,0 0 

9,412,610 0 0 

17PP 

7,626,930 0 0 

20,23A,959 0 0 

19,672,503 0 0 

10,617,.526 0 0 

1800 

4,284,805 0 0 

22,5.V2,626 0 0 

24,084,'?]3 0 0 

9A5(i,14.t 0 f) 

1601 

• 4,942,273 0 0 

25,628,329 0 • 

Q4,.304,283 0 0 

1.3.815,8.37 0 0 

1803 

5,424,441 0 0 

27,371,115 0 0 

25,649,809 0 0 

12,087,047 0 0 

1807 

5J94.906 0 0 
6;4S,S87 0 0 

25,647,412 0 0 

26,993, l‘A» 0 0 

14,418,837 0 0 

1804 

21,613,577 0 0 

22,252,027 0 0 

9,.326,468 0 0 

,18(4 

5,314,(i21 0 0 

2.3,986,869 0 0 

23,93;>.793 0 t) 

10,.'>1."»,.374 0 0 

i.sor> 

6,072,166 0 0 

?4,372,468 0 0 

25.004,3.37 0 0 

9,9:»0,5(>8 0 0 

1807 

« 

• • ^ ^ 

25,094,089 0 0 

27,403,(553 0 0 

9,124,479 0 0 


• The Value of British Pnidiiec iiiid iuiiijmtc<l at the Av^’age 

Carrent, was, in the Vear ending 3tli Juuiiary .t.41,068,142. ’ ^ 

In'the Year ending 5tli January 1807, X.4b,‘242,17tV *' 

« 

* ♦ The Value of the Foreign MerqUandize (as above) is stsited exclusive df Excess in the OAieial 
Estiibate of Cofree Exported. * 

. 4 ' 

The A^^poant of Tipports from liiduraiid China, for the last Ycar,icani)&t*bc yet prepared. 

lns^^gtor>ncueral*s Office, 

CustODi-HouM, lAindon, 

U4tb March, 1807. 


(.-5, 


/ 


wOjjAM mvixo, 

Inspector^Gen^ of the Impests aim! Kxjwrts of G* III itaia. 


An Account of the Njt*uber of VESSELS, with the Amount of their Tonvace, which have* 
be^ AiiRual||rf5»iiiC and Registered in*the scvA*al Ports of the British Empire^ between 
5th January 1805 and 5tb January 1807. . , ' 






• 

4- 

• 

Vesselg. 

• ^ ' ‘if 

Tonnage. Vs ^ 

• 

• 1 
In the Year 1805* 

• ■ 1 

^ the Year ] |06 

tAcing the Account f 
c dclii’ered lastVear, > 

[ and now corrected ) 

-1 ■ 1- 

1001 

746 

■ 

89,564 

• 

!* ' 67,511 


r ^ T 7 : :-—- 

• • C^lea ot the Certifreatgs of R^stry grantAl.AtlnAiy of the ^orU m the Plantationi, tor the Year 
endioii^tyjaiiaary 1807, not being yet received, .^ is presumed that several Vessels may have been* 
Dailt^C’sCcb Forts, which could not be included hi wis Account, . ‘ , 

^ t • 

^ 1 .- Cuaioin-House, lAnddn, 2 , 

Regiitei-General of Sb'p&uiz, > g 


\ \ 

J 


T. E. WILLOUeWBY, 
Kcgistcr-Ococral of Slilpplngs 

« • 









. , 

HNif' fi’/f •> ,* s ^ 







.w 


i luerA^V Ciiitm on m ponwUN 
^Dctl ot Orcit^ii^, Amw. (A.) 
n ^Thn {l^reston £xal|ifl 4 <-rBlls* (B) 
III Th^C»ilL««,(C).^. 

outer 

tv J on 
* ^ Coniolt<£ed 

Fund« VIZ. 



V. CtvU GovemmADt 
VI Other Payment* m Anfisa 
Bounties for fithehi^ 
tun.*, Com,Jfec. .^. 

Pensions on the Heredi^ 

MiUia and Desartfi^ WaMntt^ Ise^ 

VII NiVy, (F )—Salfri^r^ the O^ocs^y.* 
FoiWitgcs, Bounty* PlaB»|ia7»Jw* 
p»,and Pensions 
For Dock Yacdte Bvildincnf Sb(pSy 
^tores, Pilotage, Ac* •• •• 

For Mltfioe Service on Shore 

Tlie VictualTtn^ Demirtaaeut* •jm 4 
Trans|>oncio forTuntpoAs* |v« 
sonars of War, SmA A Wounjted 


Seaaacn, A^. 
BducClki 


■ur 


n 

9 

ices ••«• 


J.—. ■w« 1 

V*"y> >—Ordinary So^ces, viA d 

For Regulars. FeaCrMTlit Invalids,* 
and Volun 
Banacks 
' StaF OffiCGfS 
HsU-pay 

Widows Pension^M.^w •••••• •• 

Chelsea Hospital •• 

Eachepficrfees< .. 

•ay « P 


Ulars. F<ac.AlUit invauos. 

Volant^ ^rps j»« • a 
a an a « an a a Jfcaaaaa a»a» 

iCGTS fl^OdmofOarrisans 

’a«a« «a aa^*#AMa aa^**^ 


Pay dt Public OScoaViAi 


Extraordinary Serricea 
X Loans. Remmancei^andAdvaacM to 
other Countries. • - Irmdd, (F ) •« 
m^erdicCn. (m } 



^a S» dL 


wr,C4a» t ij, 

.»i ^ 


ae. -r Sf 

«9.OS0,nS Tt^ sf . 
1,911^ I# B 


• * f I 

• r 

S 4 



C54SJU «10 
4ir>^ 0 9 

-n-- 


0 

tt9,uM y 0 


-s 


» 4 
4380;f«si 11 4 


li^MSTd* ya 


'S3U i 

189,9oS 4 1 

189,71* y 8 
fl<,»09 1« 10 
74«a3« 10 « 


iSw^n* f 81 

4 

•Si4,9ei 

. 

t »* 


« a 


IT {ft 

,4,311.044 1 i 




XI. Mtsc^tsoeou^erdio 
^71*94010...8 
AfcfOad y*«nar#«8 

' * 


••f • 'kS* •••^ 


I 



».» .Ter* 


* W? .^1 


% 


pc«ur£4*fth, l»tfalov 

"V , ^ ' 

w » * 


4^ 

ft 

* s 


S ji* » 

5,ni,dB0 V 
l,7lS,0iK) 0 0^ 


ft,7d6,693 0 11| 


7ft.T7B.718 18 M 
1,78B,0aft 0 0. 


yfa* J1^14.7I8 Id 



. *, • •ThMu«au4*»7h8s4iKa.jW.W0.VW*(tW^^ 

«5aAaR*ia87. 1 ‘jtf' • mV y y i > M’ ^ 

• ' " j 

Thei«nnU.liem«w»a«f ffw* > w rt 4|l »*i W 8 i i^ A>| * *«H9»i e*B.8* W8 i e w < »«*i " -V ^ 


4!Pv.YVkV??J‘ f 


7rittftki|UoW< 

aft ^ t 

/ 4) 










(A\ rApo^mit wotM fM^wit of tkt 

JM«»|iripr, tfi tho.Yftir eoiNCtK^ Ath 180f, toworcU m 

* tWLf6 1>B»1 oif liiw wwon «otf IrebuMT, «tid Imgeriri 


AWoBiiAilc. 

0 

. ' ^ f. 


[ja 

c 


alhlLfd t^Vttl>K9 1>B«1 of Vr 
Total AnioiiQtoftbe Sums ii(m 
I ts Hedueii>ni» mid tbo usual tj 


&r IntereH, of Alauagomont, 

i^r tlie 6amef*arpoM^ 

• • _ - • - __-I* - .1 __ 


4kit» i U f 


SuBUf apphcublc to 


llttpcri^ LiMHA 


•umiiMt. 

* 


A 

A 

17, 312.6?! 

n 

5 

l,<»9v),7u«' 

u 

2 

s 

8 

« 




of l4iaM«>n*B<« 



f£, - « rf. 

15 5| 
17.019 7 e 
5.587 6 85 


* ♦ ^ 





- irmwAA 17 Mi 

Toward! the Itedo^lM Ib^iAe PdUk Debt 1 1 • 

via. «c« t. if. I < 1 

^tUfoalltittfthySMIQetM. l^pQO^OOO 0 0 

Ditto.800,000 0 0 

AbttudietferTurtntofVtwt « 

" exr>t-cd, pnor to 5th Jiiily, 

i(j[02... 

Annuities lor Ltvet oh wh«h < 

the Nommeet afo certified V 
to have dted vier to 5ch 
July l808,ortliartiaveboud 
unclaimed for 9 Teart 5 ^ 

^torcit on Debt Of Or*9viU 4 
* fodconod I- a.f70.0«i ^9 6 

^ Ditfo.l«fauid«do^90|980 15 8 

^ d)<tto.#««^.«.imperHB-4lo 19,41915 II 5 
Aitmu^ at *A porcenunB 

« it of 'OMitalt treated < 
cjp^ Jan,n9^44***-3*iwj$03 <d 


8,580,388 14 *5;' 



•3th Ft^ imk 


AfPRSDiX (A 
CouMtadioNC 


*,r?' 


Amount 
AU Dts 


unt of tbe .Stuns wuiAUy received by th« 
ptor, « thjf Year ending &tn Jhn, 11107. 


* >. A 

0 d 

14 fi 
o 0 
5 .308 5 ^ 

y • 

41*71,191 8 8 
t A 

^ 10A68d ^ f 
7 ,i<H» a 0 


v. A 


r.m^ 7 95 


493,739 14 n 


* Zote 


r 


£NO]^(a>waL 


5^IBB 11 5 


8,583,328 Id tA 






















APPE^IDIX (CKh-Oiaices upon th^(awoLi*mi>-iw*fi, in *• 
•^^Xive of oAho PttWw at ioou 



\/s/ • 

S^or lilt I4in«y*i Hqu^HmW..*# fl9®»W 
Di(to, by AGeo.Ill p%r*nn. ^»0W 

COUKT^JF JL SJSCE J 

TheJudi%soi^gUnd1t|iijJV.Jw* 

in#uanctf njion of ttiCTr^ar tt 1S,1M 10^ 

A* liupcctoPfh^ibe 

tcmportry placoi of confine 
of Felons, 

P. ColqutuiunyCsq. Reiver ol tfie 
Thames Police Office »**^**»fi 
W. Baldwin, fcsq. Becdiyerpf 
seven Public Oihccs ok F(^c 


0 


^864 14 ^ 
15,216 IS b|l|, 


Knpn of lUe Hanai>« liXCJ>ai>#T . 

ci% ..?.4 3 « 


Court, Bibima 
J BtdliTd, fcsq do Jterbadoes 

J Si wtH, Lsq do. at Malta 

W.Ternu, Lsq do ..ai Bermudas 
Alex Crnkt, t«q do Nota>c®“< 
M. 1. Hinchliffl, ksq do Jamaica 
Shcrifis of kogland and Walts 

jtfmr 

faster of, MS EMcland 


•* 


s.noa 

9.(H>0 

3,00^ 

suoo 

4.^ 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


10,S3(^ 0 0 


10 

0 


'Master of, m Inland •••a...* 

1 Morrison, esq Rectivei «f we ^ . 

Vets m iht Mml 
-^astci oi in Scotland . 

SAL iR!E$ df ALLOfFAUCLS, 

The Rt Hon C. Speaker of • 

(ht House of CetnffKins, iQCom- 

pltic his Aho^sance of 6,T)001, 

ptr inn....Jyfiiip*® 

litu^.AqtnAfButc. Uie one oiJ^ 
tlK^wtors of the Impniit 
V Deaic, Esq laic Deputy^ 

1. Roberts Esq ontbcycirtyff 
offfSOt l*»rmerlypassl to the 

diter of the Exihcqoc# 

Comtnisnioncrt toraodii n^Uie 
Jc Accounu. 

Silaiict 111 the Ofiict of Cierk 
Public Attounls 
Inspector ol 1 online Cernfle 
Chief Ca<hitr of lUc Bank of hti, 

•hntl, for Feis paid at sum 

Public ... 

Do .... of South Sea Co lord 
T. Mat sham) Esq Sec to Com- 
to ssionenanf *|^g 
qudv^UU, by AwU G«u. Uf» 

John Cn&w^*^ 

^ i* ejfccoffon 


6 

0 



, PJ^yVSHMiS - 

tloprcscntatives of Arthur Onsw^ •'lyjjr 
Earl of Chatham .. J»Jj22 

■»-|l«a WtW. XfOO 

Lady Dorchester .. 

John P^n. Esq . 

AtchaiPBfth.JHq J-. *<2S 

HURfH.DukeoiCBdrence,.-. 

ttoL...*.Y^k 

^er R.iia!it. iht Dtirhcia oi York 4 ^ 

Hu Itll. the BriBW oOValcs 

■ I ditto . JXrS 

^ the D* o» Rtm-.-w-.- J 

Ditto.CaeAdrlwd -- 

Duke of Richmond . I**ooo liJ 

SiPWdliam Henry Afhurst 
Sir Beaumont Hoikirm, Xnt 



0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 





0 o 

!'.s 

OoO 


0 * 

0 

0 

a t» 
c# 

0 

0 

0 

0 




0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 


400 0 0 



/ 


sntu iha^blic Expcna|tun^ aod .y» 

Uic Conduct ol PublicJButtOcai A . 

m die Military Peparw^.— 

John Williams, Esq ScoBipTj^o 
Ike Commiswoneis for mqu rlh^ 

• i«|p •Abuse* in tha Uwa^De-^ 

partment .... j 

The Chairman itCojemiswoncr# 

, for Auduing rumic Accountt 3,SSt4 
The Chaimite ai^ Commuffoners 
Ibt Au4t|ine P&blic AcconmAm 

* IheWlsitlsidseffMa* 


6 0 


0 0 


0 


0 


I,9S« 1 t 


8,0h0 
2.0«0 

ir Sidney Spilth 
-jady Abeicrombie 
Hn R.B.tte Dw ofbu^K 

Ditto...^...Cuphndge . 

Lord Hottbrnsqa . 

Sir James Saumarcs f 4,-nw 

Da|t^c(fPtirtlftnd, fnr th» 

*ofClliangi 

Lord Borrmedoe and otkeff, m 
^ Trust fof Cwd AmUeut .... ^ J'^2? 
jbhn Dokc of Atkol is 

LadrVutoumcm Hilsen ...... *j 

.Sirlfeeh.Strscliaft ... 

LX^Ord f^ngwood 

*^Sttl.T^ock0etth..u*.-^-- J 

Loro Eldon..... j..-* 3»e33 o 

ssaisrso-^f. H S 

iSSVLiSSr 4,023 

».m;o 0 

3,000 0 

Fot/lhe , 

ot HeippiM* 1* 

KtAwdCtoi.. 

.1 liNrJC'flr 

))Ctwr BO 000 

Pay memnnulf to fbe Ownet i iod 

>. i«al ' 

**|9* * 

R*. Hon. Q, Atboi. • 

the Hdosc of Comn#u, etnl. / ^ - 

‘JtriUgsr^iXi; 7 ^,' 

.«M47><an< i 



0 0 




HI,000 dr 9 

■4X 








































xxulj PARIa ACC0UNTS1«mI^^ ^iexIv 

APPENDIX (B.)^‘An Account of In««-est faid on E^hfot'BR froqi tlie 5th day. of 


^ Under wl««t Adi lUued. 

•> 44 GCo IIT^ cap. 45. 

4j __.> 7. 

. S‘. 

.-. lie, 

. )I5^ 

. m 


Jfinuaiy Ifiph to the oth day of January 1807. 


Onwhet fund* Airerd ^ L^l__ ** 

Sopply*.Anno 1804 ....V...**....,.. /dB,S90 1C 11 

Loan .^ 1«05 .... 90,;64 il ') 


.. S07,J40,,. ^ 

....A. 39>.3>/4 5 

.N;.. .--V V ♦ 

..>6i 8, 

' ' 7 


46 


6 


Ai* .'1805 

Supply 1805 

Vote oi Credit IPOj 12^0^1 

Supply . 1S03 ^ 

Bank of England. y 

Aids,«B ■ • &>• ••••■•••1806 y.»•••■•• 

Supply • Jl B ,«,* 4it/i mX*•■■ 


&UKk Piemii.mi on rcrsonallUutiftr-^c. and i;rt^U'4a^..t« 


SefBd^ 

35 lb 8 
97,680 G 11 


1807 


4 •' 


^ 1)310,bHb 18 9 


APPENDIX (D,)—A Li<it of nil ^urh Suih and Suiiis uf M^o^y *«• J'w heoii mrarred, and 
hecome due, upott h» Malcsty’s Ebtahliahmcdt* ro| lr^il ArFiiRS witlnn S( on and, bearing 
Date the 19th I>ty of June 1761, for One Yean January 1800 inclutne to 6th 

» >uiBniy 1807exokwe,madeupbytheBJK>naDfExdb85«cratEdii*bfl»ph ^ 83,760 14 3| 


.1 -, .■ ,, , . I . 1 .. . ;r a . ~ -— ■ 

APPENDIX (E. 1.)— An Aocoant of the Amount of BorMiis paid in England and Scotland, 
out of the Bi^venutt of Customs and Excise, b< tween the 6th of Jnn IBOo aud tlic 5th of Jan. 
1807; being Piymen'’s in the Nature of Antiwpatian off^^xcheqaer Ismjo*. 






CUSTOMS. 

Bounties on Cmton and Lmcn ManuEit- 
tores, BntTSii «nd SourheQi Whale Fishery, 
KewfoundUnd aud White llettmg Fislicry 
• EXCldE. 

Bounties on British Spiiiu 
•. FiBi - . 

Bust and Banrl Boumies, certified on the Excise, 
"for Deficiency of Money m the hands of the I 
Receiver Gen. of the C^toms 

s 






fSCI^ND 

t»^)TI AND. 

UaSAl BRirAlK 

k 

^ M. d 

• i d. 

ft 1 d. 

845,227 0 8 

a 

64,657 ? 5i 

307,864 3 ij 

• 

20,904 19 5y 

13,994 1 8& 

34,899 1 1| 

1 


« * 

2«3,95a 0 H 

‘:ft,b3l 4 l-J 

i> II ..1 . — . 

342,l#j’r-» 3 




'APPENDIX (E. S.)-«<lr 5 ftEKAL Post Office.—^A n Account of l^^n&ions and Paihampntary 
, • GnAMslbr the Venr ended 5tb JaniuLy^^7. 

His Glare ttuLfOtike oCHdrlhorough d^.5,000 

Grace (hjfbfOuke ol Grafton .4,7bO 


Fr5. 90(/t 1807 


heirs f wlchti late Duke of Schosibiirg ../•.. 4,000 

/.. 


£, 13,700 




APPENDIX (E.^),^^riN|’.‘—Aa Account, riictvtng tiow the Pirstic Monies icniaiiuiig lu 
the Hcreipl>niSiTfeEaGbeqaer on dth Jam 1806, fogcilier with the Monies paui^atu the snyne 
during the Year ea Ung f>ih Jhii.> 8U7, and the Monies paid out ot the ^ Pioduqc,. t the 
Keif nues of the bai 1 Year,, iti AiiUcipa^ion of the ^ac huquer Keceigi;'^ha\e hey^f^ actutilly 
applird, sp far ks records tM Keubipt of the Lncho In Lnsland.tand cat be «b4eruincd at 
• dieH\ctsyDftige. ^ ^ - ^4 , »s, ^ 

*K^8iOK5, vu. , V, £• f I Ax' t. ^ 

Duke of Grafton .. »aU«* y,000|t0 0 


\ 


Xarl Cowper . . .0 0 

'Charles Boon, £«i|. Moiety 01 the }:arl ot Baih‘r « 1.500** 0 0 

Lord Melbourne’s d.no.... -1,M^ 0 0 


• 4 • • ’ ^ • 

.•OWSriEi^ir, • f • . • ‘ I 

• > British Spirut 340 18 HL 

^ ^ 19,964 7 2^ 



44AS Pwvtsion. . 

• SljfPcA. 1807. 

« 

^ • 1.0 




T 


14,000 9.0 


I 80,904 19 ^ 

■ iift ■■ I ■ 


je<j^4,S04 19 5* 










































PARt. ACCOva^^K. 

;X I.")—An Account of Sums advraced br Hfcerren Ooueral oFl^iid 


/• 


Ixiyt 


Xt'PKNDIX^f^ 1.)—An AccountefSijpfisadvMced bjRtcerTersGoueralori^iid aQdAaBOM^ 
TaKCR, Oil Acaiunt ofMn.iTiA, Deserters Warrants, and other Disbursements, under various 
Act> yf Purlmu^t; between 5tU Jan. i y> and die 5th Jtin. 1 80T. J 



/ 


aAd u|nerters Wavrimrs .. 

Vojunteei) ’.^4...... 

Derence Act . 

Army of Reserve “ 

Ycolnaniy C.ivalry^ 

Py|)ulatiuii Act 


20M Maichf 16 


LNCLAND. 




17,599 4 4| 
59,544 9 84 
11,883 0 
39,609 6 


SCOTIAND.** 

rf, r. di 

6,057 15 9 
99,172 18 5| 
2,184 13 2 
4,869 3 5 
>39 5 0 
9B_.Q_4 



^35,471 16 ]| 


Toial^..,C.U»4,397 15 


V • 

ArrF.NDIX (F.)—Nuvy.Office, 90th Fob. 18A7. AmAccoUnt,shi^ng thaAmeunt of Monies 
roi L-l\^ fi-oiii liis MiijcJty's K\chcq]|or, for N avai. SnavicAs, b^cej^ the 5tb Jan. 1800, and 
5 th Jiin. 11^7; diaUi^ilnluiig the Vertices to which the same have been applied. 


21IAD& SCRVUr. 


N.irYi 

S.ilancs to the Admir.iliv, Navy, and Navy Pay Offices 

Wages lo Olh(ei^ and t>ejincn ... 

'* lo Holumctis Flag. Pay, 

lla' ‘^av to Sea Otticers, and Ruj^iy to Ciuplains _ 

Pensions to 9ca Officers, UK'^wjdovvs, &e«aui^to superan. J1 
nusit’d Arti6cefb • • • mA ) | 

Wa.\c^ to His Doi and Rope Xstds .. 

Building ol flup^, |ir<*hrtse % Sloies of every Desenpfibn, 
iC)Kunng ol Ships, pmeha^f S^s calc^a trom the £ncmy. 
Head Money, Sec. paid tu AUsdn NiQPt7 Days Date 

Pilotage .. 

Bills or Exciian >c, Kni>retu, lAd Contingencies 
Fxche(|uc’r tees A •••••>•• •••«*yr»***-*^* ---• 

Maiine Servicci.on Shore, ancPUalf Pay to Marine Omccrt . 

• r/cTtr\.LrNf?, 

Provisions and all sorts ofyict^lhng Stores* paid for in Bills 7 
at Ninety Days Date .... J 


nnr. 


Wages to the Victualling Yards* 
ifiil j)f Exaiafigc-'^ Imprest. 

NcccA^'Ty and Extr^Hecessaiy Money, an^Contmgeiicics 

Widjwk t*t!|ui^ns -xi 

-ji .-j iy 1 

- T^SFORTS, 

FreiAt hf Tiansporis, WlamienanrtPof Prisoners of War, and 
Expence of iicR andfUFoandeiyesiiien, juud Sto in Bills of 
Ntoeiy Days Date 


Bills of Exciiangc, and atfel^^Services paid for in Ready 

Wopey.y—^.. 

. “ • ; , • 

. N. B. Inthdiiove to«d Sum of it , 

included, being so much granted by liit M^esty 
Mt 01 tffe Proceeds J[ Spanish Property, afid di¬ 
rected to Jm, applied as ysart of ibc Supplies fiw Na^ 
valgSennces’m tlic Year 1806. • , ^ 


t. dL 
123,500 ,p ,0 
2,035,000 0 0 
325,000 0 0 
201,895 8 % 

90,000 0 0. 

931,718 2 11} 

\743,0*95 1 10^ 

,000 0 0 
•0 0 , 
1)0 0 o 
437,5 » 0 0 


3,263,286P11 11 

135,100 0 ^ 
849,000 0 0 
117,500 0 0 
157194 19 7 



1,632,137 0 

. 289,000 0 0 




llVTAb 


j£. 


i* sh 


9,783,808 13 4 


4,380,061 U 6, 




a 

• • 


u\gi,n 

16,0^ 


1«LJ3 0 


27 17 10. 


“r 






















xMQ ^ BASIL. [xxviii 


AmKDIX 


f 

(G.)—An Account ofltonies pait by the^Hice of ORi>irA.iice, A tlic Year 1800, 
4 for Services at Uotue und Abroad respedhvcly. / 

' X 


Servi c e s St Home ......y7 11 

Services Abroad ..4.^.. " . ^ ^ 

' <»''4,An,<rt)f i’ 7 

9lhManh, 1807. * 

I I ' * 

V w ^. 

. - V. 


ARBPHniXjfll.)—^An Recount of Monies 'jndd Vy the lUght\j>«:4hc Puymes 

sty’s Fofeccsi from ttdtb Udc. 1805, to dtr ^itbTjcc. 1800. 

• v^"*"** I ^ *8. #. c; 

Pay and Ajilowam.es of the Forces* Ac. CiotSfQi A^o^ncois Off- > g ... , 

rtekoninfs, Aecroiting andConirngpicieSfl^ls* ijQdX^ethmg •••• ) * ^ ^ ^ 

• Eiurhcquci peel .....; 8(>»403 10 10 

Garriiuns ..... )!?,(K)0 0 0 

Pay of Officers •••••«•••»•••• • • • •«••• •aIKim** * ••■•>••«■••••••■•••• 74,230 10 8 

SialF ... . 4 .-* .•*. 177.055 4 } 

fiarraoks ^ 44*4P444.444.4 ••••■••«.••.•••..•..■••....a**..*#*# «*«• ^4 7,417 10 4 

HalfPay ...... ^ . 217.000 0 0 

Widows PctttioDi .... 26,000 0 0 

CtaelseakIfoipHal »• **1^1 •p*** 189,712 0 8 

Extraorduuines ....A... 5,828,*7 & 


^tci Gen. of Ri» 
«F. t, d. 


•^.l.'Kl 11,470 7 8 


1606. 


appendix (r)~An Account ofliOAN^, BFVrTTAi7ri:<tj ma iipvANfEa tootUc^r C Auntnti in 
the Year ending Stb Jaa* 1807; apccifying the ^oCal Amount ^ul ta tAeif%rebpocuv8l/.< 


« There Was remitted hut of Supplies 
Ireland* vu. 

Ou* of Loan 1806, pc 
Out of lioticnes I 806 

t 


[doL 

• a# 

if/—- 


23/5 Mweh 1807. 






^.1,768,000 0 0 



A!^£NDIX (K >—An Account, Aewing bgm A* Monieftymuning; 
s-^^cheqosb- on the 5th Day of Jon. I806* togeilMr wuk dmitOMf 
tlie Year endina: the 5ih of Jan. lliN>7» have heett actuaUjf ii{r*‘ 
CELLsaiBOCs ScaviCEgs speci^ing the Aaotmt of Moniea 
Abroad resp^ttvely. • \ 


sil 


"1- 

leceiyt ui 


^ tlie Recedpk ui t^ 
mtQ the bamd during 
as lelatiCb to Mis- 
joca at Home and 


Beanties^tak.ififfandDringmg Fibhto the 

^ondothuTUcet in the Ontud Kingduea 1801 ..... 

For ihe Iwiief ofeertam St. Domingo SolSertMrs . 

• Fvrprartil^ journals ofAbe House of Cnmmoni, ffir priRpng and deHvermg Votes 
. and for lepnntiog Joprnefs* ladexet, aod Reports Of the UOttsOof-dCoim&diir, 18CH 
^d^tbe R^alr Military Coltege* 1804,5, 6 


ir HOME. 


I 1 

«of X^endon and Weitnkioiter 1 « 

* 7,000 




s. d. 


0 0 

. 10,000 0 0 

« 

* 2,000 0 0 
17,362 10 2 
10,000 0 0 






















'••“•V 


lo be dittnbuied to tlV Officers. Seamvaok Manm, on board the Fleet an kytbel 
Command of *^uel Irfird Vucoum nood. m paC of db^.SSb. 14. 10|, Derail" 
* le cstimAtcd Value of ibe Slapt and Vesicli taken posteMion of and armed 
U» Majesty’s SiWvicc ai Toulon. wiUi th€ir 0rdn4icc and Ordnance Stores. 18041 

Fur confining, maiStaimng. and dhtploying Convicts at Home. 1805/fi ..J 

To defray^illi of tbKUshcr of the Court of £acf*( quer for Stationary, dec tor 18U5/4 
Towards Mlraym* the bspence qf tiie Public’Odue, Buts. Stveu, 18U5/8 
Pruicsiant Lv^enting Ministers tr» Ln^Und, and for the Rijtef of the poorFiewb 

Froust|iot iM(.¥gy odd Laity, lor 1^5/o .^.... 

For icprimine Jouroals>Indc4cs, and Reports ol the House of Commons, and ^ 
p.inim5Fa,WisiesptctingUicMahraita War, and tocomplttepniitiug J'.dOCopie^ 

of ihc i\\i Volume of Juuinals .. .. 

To be pud to the Othccfs of the Houses A* C^ds and Cojn 
For tiie catra Chaigc ofMesseogJA^L^afe 1 hrA-SccietatK 

For Du .o( Contingencies.^ ...Du ... ••••.. 

loi the Royal Mdirary Avyhtm at_Qriflsea. for i 805/6 _ ___ 

For the Ministers of the V^^^^Cburaies. feu* 1808/6 .••..a...««««•«•--- 

Towards roak ng an lnl«nd2|^aTi%^n l«om the Eastern to the Wcslci n Sea» 1804/4 
bor Prmung and Ituion^if^or t^Two Houses of Furhameni, tor 1805/(> 

Foi DeficiLncy of Frintling, &c fW Hous es of ParUament, 180V^.. 

Estraor. Eapt nccs ut Prosccutiom relative (^*6 CTom of this Kingdom, la 1808/6 
For defraying tlic Chargo ot the Soper nt^s^mnceof Aliens 1806. 

Foi defraying the ChargE of the Works and Repairs oftho Roads and Bndgei in tl)c| 

Highlands of Scotland, tb06 ....... 

Toivards the Support ot ait Inctuu ten iheVecavinary College, for itt08 

Fur Wo**ks done at the cwo Houses of Psrliametu and at Use House ef die Speaker. 

Foi Kepamng of tl.c Marshaltoa Fnson, 1605 .... ... 

For the French Clergy and Laity; TouJpneseyCor^can. and Dutch bmigrantsi and 

Amcrcan Loyalists ... 

To Sheriffs, for Convict on ^Felons and fWertiayments ••••*.... 

To the L • I. CcVntMuiy, for ucpcncws metilred by ilieiii«lii the ^reice of Uie Public 
Fn enabling Earl Jireuoo tojform an Establishment suHf^lc to his Digbily ........ 

For the Use of the Ofliceta and Seamen who served isAder the late Vipe^Admiial 
Lord ViscouiR Nelson, at the Rattle off Cips Tratnlgar, on Uie 21$t Oct 1805 
Fur discharging the Annuity granted to tlie late Duke af Gloucester, to the IVF 4^ 

His Royal Highness’s Decease .... 

For the Woiks and Repaus ot the Military Roads in North Britain... 

Forprnting and delivering Votes ot the Heose of Commons, and pnnung BilN 

R(ports, &c ... 

1 thr* TrublLCS of tlic Dritish Mttt»-' ... 

i ^o .... lurilici Grant .a"....*...... 

To iwC Governors of fietiilem,^iir bu Iding a qc^ Hospital. i .. 

i or the L\pcnccs of ibc Fun «al of the late I^rd Viscount Kotiod... 

Do ..Right Han. W. Pitt ... 

For carry in:; on ihc.bu IdingW a new Mint... ... 

1 or ttic Dcbcienry ol the Grants of lb04/5, for the eatraonfinvy EapenccS of Prose 

cutiunh itilaung to Com ......A«». .. 

For dciraymg Law Charges ..a ...... 

F'ur the Board of Agr ^iur8f ........ 

Fur Compensation to Messu Qbalmcrs and Ccmie, tw Loss oe the i.4iportstion 

bweduh Herrings, m consequence of an Bmbart'o.. .Kpy. 

^or puici a.ing Buildings and Crmiiid in and near l^lace ^rd. Westmtmto . 
Fur tlic Royal C dlegc ol Surg^n*, to crcci a Building tor the Peccption uLDr Hn** 
tet sColUctiou, and a riiea^larthc Deliseiy of Pubic Lectures on /Anatomy 

For an Allowance to the Commmioners of NaosI triquiy.... .»•. 

*. Dd.' «• MibtSry Do ... 

For Sa**'ncs to the ^^cers, a^ Inc dental^vpCMces ot the Commisuonen lor re 

To William Veang, Dsf}, for Ii^)>encif ai^ hiding the execut on of an Act lor the Re 

Wolf the Lnpd Tax ... 

Fnr^^^i^and Litpcdcos of AmeHnlli CcvnmisfioCUdk'' .. . . 

To tbi Lauk of EnglinA for Diseo*^ 44 Frompt PayiMents oA I^Uoa B8|500,(M 

To..Do..|[ for rdrv jKig the above Loam 

lo ... Do ..6 for re Jwiag Loan qf ^.684.4(19 6 J ibr payipg oBp 

^.6perCcuu at lOtkOoL-^^ ... 

Top.Do.furreceivmg ComribuuoDs tol^ioUttnes. 

'To .Do.id^*DucountouPromptPaymeetsiheibon 

To the Commissioners dfprcpa^iAg ^d dfawmg Lottci^es lb04/a/6 

To replace Cntl Lui ^vamet fie «wfNJ Mrrivsf, pa nu emt H 

* jidcOeHio qf tJte Houte q^ConuMW/ SIS. ^ 

^ For the Vut Insldlment for crc'vtiog a MenUBieBt yl St. Paul*s^|Catfaedril tS tM Me¬ 
mory of Capta’AS Mouand mou ." ‘ 

To the Clerk Assistant of tlic Home of Ciftnmons, jieas. 1805 ••••«,••« •• -• 

To the Su.(M2d CleiA Aiststaht ta the House of Cemtaett^^ D8. 


d 

4B»0S8 t 
tjB4» 14 
11,806 19 


0 


10,715 11 • 


0 

ll 

Q 

0 

0 


6»000 
4^ 

8.500 
14,415 
94.000 

tiluoo 0 

95,570 17 
6,080 
1,800 
6,900 


10,000 
- 1>600 
99,189 
, 1.4P21 

141,149 
* 1A900 
1,000,000 
10,000 


J 

0 

o 

• 

0 

0 

10 

11 

17 

u 

0 

0 


9 

I 

0 

0 

4 
V 

? 

O 

0 

»a 

5 

Wf 

6 
0 
0 
0 


987,500 0 0 


8.38t 

4^984 

1,708 
3,400 
7,500 
10.000 
14 698 
6,045 
30,000 


17 

1 


O' 

*8 


5*8 
0 0 


0 

0 

9 

0» 


1.970 17 
17,000? 0 
3,000 0 


95,000 

54,184 


0 

14 


5 

6 
6 
0 

9 

9 

0 

0 

0 


4,000 

95,499 

10,401 


0 0 
un 

9,277 19 0 j 


' •• •* 


MLW 

1,960 

974,519 

14,1)0 


18 

0 

1 

6 


10 ’ 

a.* 

3 


#90 9 11 




6 


11059 17 

.4 




0 

a 























































mou 


enforcing tlic 


*x»] FA&L. AOrai^rrSv-wflhtMt AtKii. Sentccf. 

"tofi A!<xandt^|avf*^b*iiltunerthcCominit«epfW«y%fmennt, Sees 1995 
To Ceorge Whtttam, for tfiaking 9n lh|exto|fcliC VoMs lo Seuion 1603 
To T. ^ Tocd1iai> for ci^t>ili0f ftegistert fw the OommmeOi on expired « 

espinnglAxM .....A... 

To the D^uty SetacentAt Annt, ^ mike up hit Altovince equal to •^«500, 

the Seuion IS(» ... . ..... 

For CompeimtiOm to OMcertof the Haute of Commons ior their AitentUnce on 

FuMic Committeet to Settiott .... 

For the iMt Instalmeot foreiocting o Monument to the Memory of Capt:un Weitcott 

For Do Do to the Memory of Maior GeneMlDundas ....A 

For discharging the Dcbta of the late Righf Hon IV Frtt... 

For Reward! to PertMU employed unijer tbotommutionei^ftw carrying into execu¬ 
tion the IrijHiaturci recomroeoded by the Hq of Com.Aljwt^uig the ^qT^***^* 

To EdwaM CtAmMt Csq litt Serjeant at Armti, attending the Commoni 

7b Ptalte g9od io Hu Meg-^yU Cwd iMl Utvnmu H*f*ues utuedw^r^lf Jiu Pubii^, 

For^JiSSna'^F'^mnee to Clerlu m the QfBcefar auditing the Pqh) 

To the Chairman ^thc Committee of the house of Peers, tor bis 

Sion 1805 ... 

To Thomas Brodie» Esq for makni^an Index to Vol Journals 

To Dr. Clarke, for hiuTrouble and Attendance relative for cn 

^Residence of the Clergy 

^^pences of a PI in fr>r the rooro perfect Secnrity ofjShlppmg in the Port of London 
To*John Clemeqtson, for One Year*aeEent of Am^^use m lp.u of Apartments he| 

resigned at the Hou^Of Commoni ....... 

For the Censidcigtion of tbe Assignment of Lord Riot's Interest, Ac in a House m 
Downing Street, for an Office for the Secretary of ^tafor tluaHome Department! 

To W Chinnery, £sq. for sundry Persons Travelling and other nxpences, in conse¬ 
quence of (hew Attendance on the Select Committee relating to Sir H. tepham . 

For the Purchase of Sweedland Court, Tower Hill, for the sitdof the new Mint*... 

For the Relief of Bntish Subjecu detained tn France .. 

Per the Purchase of Two Boui^ m Albion Street, Adelphi, for the additioiMl Com- 

mitstoem for Attdinngthe Public Accounts ..... 

To J. Johnson, An^ttei^ for carrying on the Budding *of the now Mint .. 

Jbr Expencet of a Plan fw the Establishment of a Horse Patrol for the Publ c Roads 

leading totlic Metropobs ..... 

To £ Straceg Esq. ffi a Compensation for hik Services as Counsel to tbe Chair 
map of the Committee of the House of Peers, Sess I604/o 

To W Chinncry, Esq, to pay Bdls diawn on at count of New 9nWltJyales. 

For Deficiency of Grapt for Expences of Public Office Bow Strect^lfiD^ 

To Joseph White, Esq to defray JUrw Oluirget ... 

To Capt. Bowen, for forming a settlement on.Van DilnunS Land 

■To Bern’ird Cobbe, £sq to fuiy F^s on passing Pubic Accounts . 

To W. Waller, Esq ior Saiincs <rf ilie adriuional Comiiussioners for audupig PubliC 

Acootims, and tbetrOfficersi.. 

ToH. C. LitchfieM,,Esq. for Law Clfsrget. 

To Sfloiirdon Barne, Esq Treasurer*! Rctiiemfmiiicer, for wvmmg tbe dteposicory 

for Public Records .—....A.* 

For making and puMtshmg Wetkly Returns of the Average Price ot Sugar 
To Messrs Winter and Kaye, ^cimn to tbe Managers of the Impeachmeut against 
Lord Tiscouiit Melville ,JC««•••%• • •• ^ 

^eftnc£3 jisno^D, /’ 

Fpr His Maiesty*i Foreign aqd other Sertei Services, 1805/6 .,1 

Ferrgpairuig and maintaining British Forts and^Settlcmosu on tbe Coast of Africa . 

For oFEi^ion formakmg Discoveries in Atnci, 

To pay Bills drawn from New Sobth Wales .. 

For tbe Civil EstnMishment of « \ 

Bermuda 1605 899 0 0 1 New « Wales 18.819 9 41 fPr Ei 
Ufii^Can^/«859 0 
Ca^ Breton 8,040 0 

AdiAiiia|sUisd64>^ P 


[xgxii 





0 

0 

0 

0 


New « Wales 18,819 9 4| 
Nqvabreiia 7,165 0 0 
NewBrunswick4,6^ O 0 


fPr 

Newfo 

Sierra 

« 



3,K)0 

8*565 

18,000 




0 

0 


b 



0 0 


0 

0 

0 

u 


I 

H 


n,284 13 0 


8,698 

5J4 

556 

1,299 


l<j 

14 

13 

4 


0 

0 

0 

0 


219 14 0 
3,435 19 6 


457 
7,^0 2 
1,059 

1,949 

35,000 


1 

u 

2 

2 

0 


6 

6 

0 

0 

0 


7,513 18 0 


m I 

l,5lj 9 

5,00(9 ^ 
i02 10 
>,000 0 


5,243 

5,000 

40 

434 


3 

0 

17 

17 


0 

9 

^5 

0 

4 

U 

0 

0 

0 

0 


4,000 0 Cl, 


0 

0 

i 

0 



805,358 B Iflf 
2,766 693 0 Ilf 


S5fMfei4\937. 






























sxxiii] PARL. ACCOUiStS.-^j-k Ax Debt;. ’ [xxxiv 

An Account of theUNFUNDED Diaxand DImanos Outstanding du ^Ch January 1^7; 
under the Heads oi'i Kxche^er, J>ca8ury, Army, Barracks, Ordnance, Navy, Civil 
List Advances, Rnd any^ther H^d of-Fublic Service; specifying the same: Oistui- 
puisking, un^ each Head respectively, the Particulars of which suclwDcbt or Demands 
consitted ; anoMko what.Part of the said Debt or Demands was then provided for, and 
in whit. Manner; and what Part thereof v^as unpro\idcd for, 

, A 


Kxchf.%pf\( Hlixs; 
By what Acts ruiset^ 


AO 111. cap. 9. 

cap. 6. 
Ditto cap. 125. 

Ditto cap. 26. 

Ditto cup. 41. 

Ditto cap. y3. 

Treasury: 


Oil what Funds cliari;ed. 

. Mult Tax .... 1805 
•• Aids . . . • .1806 

Di^o.ditto 

f T|tto ..... ditto 
' Extension of Bank Charter 
Aids'* . . . .1806 


Amount Outstanding. 

. 220,000 0 0 

4,250,000 0 0 • 

io,4yo,oq^ 0 0 

I,500,()0() 0 ' 

, .'J,000,(M)f) 0 D 

. 7,737,500 0 0 


•27,207,500 0 0 


MiN-collaiieous SenVes 398,711 14 9^- 

Warrunts for Army Services. Nil. 

Tw'afcury Bills n<‘<'eptc<i previous and on 5th Jniu 1807^? , « 11 i • 

due subsequontto that day-.» •> l ll-j 


Army: 

Ordinary Services 
Extruordiuury Services 


682,717,16 9i 


1,324,937 3 11 
Nil. 


Barracks 


1,324,937 3 11 


Oifliiancc \ .. 1,23.),071 14 1 

Navy. 5,885,819 10 7] 

Civii List Advances.*.• 41,681 1 G 


Whitehall, Trea«airv-Chambers, 
25th March,'] S07. 


^. £.8(.,noo,(U)4 1 0* 1.^ 

N. VAXSl l'TAKT. 



All Accoviiit ot the Norns of the Bank uf l-.NCtANt 
in Circulation (including Banl^Fost Bill.'.) from 
the 1st February 1806, to ^le'tst February 1807 j 
distinguishing tiiy Ainotmh m Circulation in each 
Ouartcr, and the Amount of those under the Vu- 
liu*iif,£,5. * 


All Account of ihc^No'irs ol tiiu Bank of Ihrlano 
in Circulatipii, from the Istl'ebriuiry 1806, totbe 
Jst February 2807, (incliidihgJlank Post BilU); 
distinguishing ^ic AmouiiLiu ('irculutiya in each 
Quarter, and the Amount o^those under the Va¬ 
lue of .£ .5. t 


August 
November l" 


*Am^mnt of Bank of Kll.^larHl Not<*s of ,^.5 < ai'li. 
and upwards, im^udiiig Bank Po'>t Bills paynhlc 
Seven Days after Sigift. f 

^806. May I.1 >,722,060 

AugiiAt ^ . 12j995.550 

November I\. 

1807. Febrm^ l • /3.333,430 

Rank olaEnglaiid Notf^s of. X.2 and 

• wlVi each. /' 

1806. May 1 . I . . /. . 4,363,090 

August 1 . ~, • f • • 4,285»780 

November I . . . 4,224,820 

181^7^ February I , 4,287,9141 

(t • * 

Bank of England,? ✓ WfLIA* DA^WlvS, 

3tliMarck .. Ate* (An. 


1806 


T Value of ^5 and upwards 1,79') 120 12 /> 

Ditto below .£.' . . 783,527 13 6 

IstMayJSOtf . . . V. 73.K4H 5 Vf 

Valuenf ,£?..) and upuurda 11 h 24 

Ditto below ^.5 . . . 893,903 0 O" 

1 st August .... •>,6<>-C0i V 5 84 

Value of A^'.5 and upwards 1,869,101 14 11 


D'-tto«belou jt'.5 
1st November 


W29,934 10 
‘i,79y,03«» 5 


w ■ » ‘I■I < 

Value of 0^.5 aad upwards ],865,886 9 

Ditto below c£‘.5 . . • . 920,979 10 


1807. 1st February 


\VrLiA* da^ves, 
Abe* (An. 


For Ufic Gov. ai^ Co. of 
Dublin, } nVlLLlJ 
9th March 1807. { ^ 


. 2.784,865 19 10 

tlitlBanl^f Ireland, 
AMADO^EVY, . 
• Acc* (ieo. 


Vox IX.-^^ppenfUjc, ^ 















xxxv] ' PAUL. ^jpCOUNTS.—Gnr-A^ Ui&rAi5r.L*Fiiiirfcrf Df^T, [xxwi 

• t * 

f < 

•An Account of the Progress made inilie Red^mptio^ of the Public P'ukded Debt Vf 
and specifying b^w much of each has been icdceined by the Commissioners (or the He*^> 
the Sums annually applicable to the Reduction thereof: likewise, the^A^uuitics to fall in : 
redtemed. « . ' 


Retiet^dhy ’ , 

t’oniinUh'*- I ^ , 
froiv U&'tnK. Total Sums paid. 



Ffb.>807. 


Consolidate^^ pt?f''Sluit, Annuities 
Kednced Pittf> 

Old Sotith-Sca Annuities • . • . 

New Ditto ditto .... 

5 per Cent. Ditto, 1711 o 
CnnspUdated 4 per CenL Annuities 
Ditto 5 ppr Cent, ditio 

.5 per €ent. Annultii'S, 1797 and 130*3 *4 
3 per Cent. Ditto, 1736 - - - 

Ditto Bank Anuuitips ... 


X. <f 


£. X. s. d, 

•'>81,196,.S.*.8 4 5^ 4Tj137A1() ‘38.774,099 19 9 
-1 1.^0,144,044 7 10 1 •rd,^-.J,W>7 34,3.38,043 4 3 
l\ ^ ;V 5 3.681,000 2.608.078 13 9 

M 24,063,084 13 II 3 ^ 2,89li,0tH) ‘3,(»'.'J,(.TR 4 ^ 

1,0I9>3<X 0 722,000 327.949 3 0 

^ 2,617.i(»> 2,‘3-8,40'» 1 S 

142,000 12n,Oi>8 7 C 


Transferred to the*Comniissi>*iicrs, br reason of) , 

Land-Tax redeemed, at lsfc»Fcl». 1807 - - - S " 3 


49,l‘>3.084 17 2 
4i.809,,^42 I 8 
2.40‘^,132el3 3 
i,0(i0,(M»0 0 0| 

11.686,800 0 0 

669.632.846 18 3 il 113.Hfil).317| 70.616.1 H‘3 l.^B 


Debt extstinjj at lit Feb. 1807 
Redeemed by the Cominlsaiuners 


- 646,946,641 10 lOi 

- 113,860,317 0 0 


y Debt unredeemed at 1st Fib. 1807 - X. 33 : 1 ,076,124 10 104 


{ 

An Account of the Pro:rress made'in the Rldemp r ion of tb^JPuBLic Debt of Ireland- 
\ Funded w Qreat Britiun, fit Ijt February 1807* 



llodeemcd 

• by the Average * Sums 

Capitals. Cojnmitsn. Total Sums Price of V Annually applicable to thr; 

* at 1st Feb, paid. Stocks. ' Reduttion of Debt. 

1807. . r ^ . 


9 . 


jC, X. d 


Coaaol.3perCl,Ann. 26,429,230 1,739,890 1,071,493 8 4 V fi0< >Wr^ttica-L -o. „ 

Radpeed ditto - 5 ,- 14,628,750 1,961,451 1,169,368 1 3 39f piUli created J 

Consol.4perCt.ditte 300,000-■ ■ V k . 

D4to 5psrCt.ditto 360,000 3,721,341 2,240,863 9 7 ' Dividend^n ) 


Consol.4perCt.ditte 300,000 ■ ■■■ " ■ ■ 

D4to 5 psrCt. ditto ^360,000 3,721,341 2,240,863 9 7 

4J,718,000 

Rsdserndb^Commis. 3,721 f341 ' 

Varad. 1st fhh. 18(|r 37,996,639 


V I 3,721.{4R oJ 111,640 4 7 
h**, perC^Abu.) 

r-7. '( 536,959 3 10 


’ Exchequer, 

Mtfehl«»1807. 

« • 


WM RQSB BAWC^TH. 


o 















'^xvii] PARL. ACCOIJNTS.—Great DeU» rxxxviii 

• • * ^ • • •» • 

Great Britain, at Ist^of F’cbrftary 18i7 • ^^listiiTguishing the several Capitals ofthcFundif* 
du^non of the >^ional Debt since -Ist August 1786; the Averag®Price of Stocks ; and 
aUoy tho^-CSpi^yf Debt transferred to the said Commissioners on Account of Land-Tax 


Averfij^ 
Price uf 
Stock*. 


in 

Ik 

87 

89f 


62 


Sum 9 


f 


Animally^pphcable to the Peduction of tlic 
Natiunttft Debt. 


‘ y uomtl Cl»ai^? 4uj 2 
{Ditto, 4'2-r77tu 


r26G.in. 


and 96 7 
1792 ..5 


lAiinuitics for 99 
Year?., expircil 
Ditto for lOYcars, c\p. 1787^ 
jl.ifc Aimuitieii unclaimed^ 
for .'J Y«»fs, uT of \»-hici) f 
tlw Nuiiiiiic'cs have died A 
pru»rtoEih.lu1y 1802 - j 
DivifUmd 0^11,101,117/. 7 
at S |RT Cent. - - # S 
Ditto on 2,t>l7,400/. at 4 7 I 
per Cent. 

DAto on 142 , 000 /, Navy, 7 
at r* p<'r Cent. - - - J 

Annuity of 1 per Out. on 
Part of Capitals rrcatfd 
since lot TVb. 1793 


£. s. il. 
1,000,000 0 i) 
200,000 0 0 

/i+,fi80 14 6 

* 25,000 ^ 0 


49.598 0 7 

3,53.7,033 10 2 
104,696 0 0 
7,100 0 0 

3.491^679 10 7 


AXMUlTlEt 

Fallen in s’nce 22i1 June 1802, ot that will 
fail in hereafter. 


^’1 


8.'>6.>,9fl7 15*10 


t^xcIicq.Aiiii\ 2AMA<lfte, 
expireii5thApri! 1H03 
Ditto, oxpir. .Mil Jan. ISO 
Ditto, 4 A line, .Mh .A^iri i 180.' 
Ditto,.) A line*, .‘til April 1806 
Ditto, 6.\nijc, 5th April 1807 
Ditto, ditto. .7th July 1807 
Oaiik r.o(ig.\nii*.€\]>ir. 1^60 
Ditto biiortdiitu • - - 1808 


By an Act 42 Geo. II]. cap. 
71. such Annnitie.^ asjall 
in after passing that Act, 
j^^re not to be placed to the 
^ Accunnt of the Commis* 
aionrra 8>rKe'iuctionoftbe 
National Debt; but areno 
longer to he cdntlntfed iit 
the .4 nnu'ilC'harge thereto. 


t, d. 

23,369 13 4 

7.030 6 8 
23,254 11 6 
7,7S6 10 0 
4,710’10.0 
10,I8j 0 0 

1,047,499 3 4{ 
418,333 0 11 


An Account of the yro’gress 


made in the Peoemptiom of (he Impemal Debt 
at 1st February 1807. * 


• 

Funds. 

1 

0 

Oapitalfk 

Kc<lecn)e<l 
by the 
Cemmissrs- 
at 1 st Feb.s 
1807. 

Total Sums 
patd. 

* •! 

Average 
Price of I 
Stocks. 

Sums 

Annually applicable to the 
R^yction of Debt. 

\ 

Imperuil TpcA^cntil 

. X. 
3,69^,300 

£. ' 
734,604 

d', * s.fL 

436,187 8 10^ 

58 

1 perCent.onCa- 7 
pital created j 

£. r. d, 
36,693* 0 0 

RedceAied by the 7 
Commissioners 5 

734,604 
» J 

• 

• 


Dividend on }, 

734,64)4/. 3 per V 
^CeDt.’Aa&uit. ) 

• • ^ # 

29,036'3 4* 
1 

Unredeemed, Feb. 7 
• 1, 1807 - -S 

' 2rf»34i(^ _ 







• • • 


( 

►58,731 3, 4 

V 

•« 

^ / .•! 

w 

• 

«k 

• 1 

1 

1 

1 

i' ' 

• 


^ftce for RedoctioB of tbe^ 
^ KatignaT DeMT 


f 

G. T. GOOnS^OUOH, 

S%cieurjft 



















t 


x»xix] ' 




RL. ACCOUKTSwlRi^Aifb*^^a6/in Income, 

Abstract-Statement of the PUBLIC INCOME of 


IRELAND, 



Total Receipt bw^tayments, 
to be* 

accounted fur. ^'D'ti^'ounts^ &c. 


Ordiuo'^ Rn'cnttfi: 

CiK^oms. 

£xci»e. 

Stamps. 

Post Offiee. . . . . 

Poundage Fees. 

1 > 4 ity on \Vro<jfthPC*latc . . . . 
Casualties.. . . . 


Total Orrlinary Revenues . 


?|l?203.i5 16 I’l) 

$ 1S>8U6'2;1 15 OS 


57*2127 12 1?) 

149S;,7 3 3 

25554 15 n 
5110 19 1 

52 U) 6 3 


4915343 14 t\ 1^4046 

696480 19 iT^ 2’281 

164023 II 9 19*278 

25554 W II’ - 

5110 19 1 - 

5210 6 JX'^ ^ 
455 ^. - 


s.'d. 

^4646 2 3 

2’281 12 7. 
19*278 9 4 


4553 1 «j 455^. - 

« 

4663397 9 9* S 11^ 235206 4 3 


’ Ki fraorthnary Rfsourc's: 

C^onted by His Majc'ty 'i-lTtbs of 
1 , 000 , 000 /, Britisii,*from tlic Fro • 

dnee of Spanish Pri^ea. 12*450 18 4 

Gain by Exchafligc on Sums rerciv ctl 

tVum Great Britain . 129 16 4-1 

Gain on Siivcr^oinagc ....... 10913 4 4| 

C'omnitvsioncrs of the Navy, on Ac¬ 
count of Advances by (tolleotors iit 
Ireland, fur Seamen’s Wages, &.R.. 3^.962 13 4^ 

From Great Rritaiii on Account of 

the Profit of Lotteries .... 192901 0 10 

Ti-om several rouiftyTi3osurcrs,paitJ 
^ to several Revenue Collectors, on « 

Account of Advai^cs inudc* by ‘he 
TreasuryCor enrolling the Militia. 7283 14 3J 

l-'Vom several f'ountyTrcafiuvcrs.paiii 
to several Revenue Collectors, on 
Acco'int of Deficiencies in the 
* Army of Reserve ..... 6778 11 3 , 

Other Monies puid»to tJhe Pub’ic . . 51566*11 2 


7283 14 3J 


* 6778 11 3 


127450 18 4 

529 16 4' 
10913 4 4j 


3S962 13 44 
1P29U1 0 10 

19740 5 44 


11415 8VA 
51566 11 V 


,4pproyriatcU Dutiesfiir Local Ohjt efs. 
Limin Manufacture.*. . . . 


598 11 


Improvement of Dublin. 110.55 16 11 

Repairs of the Royal Exchange an<l 

Coinhierctal Builditigs. 1377 10 0 

Lagan Nhvigatioif .. 4407 19 3f 

Inns of Court. .5695 3 2^ 

— —«- 

Total, independent of tite Ldttiis . >122449 0 4 
Loans paid into the Exchequer in the 
Veor ended the 5<tli January 1807 . 1359006 6 10 


2872 2 lOj 

11687^-5 9 

• 

1677 14 ^ 
6221 19. 3^ 
5625 3 24 


392 7 8 

7 3 0 


2430 4 


6297941 12 238035 19 

4359006 6 10 


Grant} Total . .9481455 7 2 | 10656947 19 4»| 238055 19 3 


NOTES. 


• 

* Charges 
of 

Management. 

c 

> £. A. 

i/. 

3.51654 15 

11 

. 3233C 4 

■H 

71662 2 

lOj 

- 


- 

m 

- 

- 

• 

- 

45.5653 3 

r> 

- 


. .. 

• 

• • 

* 



- 

• 

_ 

4 


• • 




• 

— 



98 17 

9 

- - 

• 

455752 1 

0 

- 

- 

4.557.S'i 1 

0 


Customs and Excise . 

Stamps. 

Post Office .... V • 


Ra^of Collecting, pert 
(IroRis Rci\ I Net Krv,'^ 
£. s. it. I £. s. (1. 


9 0 3f J 9 IB 14 
• 5 13 oj Ks 19 9| 
*^7 16 4 ^n*2M0j 



, The l^rjTropr^tcd Balandes in the Exchequer, on the 5th<}fJanuaay ! 

1606; amounted to.. . 7<-'69 4 ^ 

’’The tJ nappropriajed Balaaces in the Exeiiequer, on the .5th of January ' . 

• 1806» amoouted to.27Q^J5 3 10^, 

’^MuAppropriated Balances in the Exchequer, QA,the 5th of January ^ 

^ 1807, amounted to .♦V..#447'’ 5 1J| 

^he U na|qi>ropriated Balances in the £xc5equerMon tw,5tS of January 
, • ISOTI tolPOunted to. h , • . •. . . ..514007 ‘6 0^' 

' •/ i • * * •• 

















Y • 

xffx PARL. AGG6UNTS.— 

'%ov Uie Year endAl the 6tU of Japuary 1807. ^ 


{xlu 


Total Pa\incn1& 
oil\ of tlio ^ 
(iroS'S Kcvcimr. 


1C. tf. d, 

546300 ft 2^430954 

53617 17 1-4 64280 

90940 ^2 •i\ 7308 



Payment# oil ac- % _ * ' 

count of Militia, Bounties for 
Deserters, strrite- promoting the Total Payments 
gling Seamen, Fisher.es, Linen out of the 
ArmyofRcserve, Manufacture, Net Produce. 

It/. • acc. I 


X’. A 


d. 

71881 1 U 

49S8(f 16 

H 

« * * 

• •• 

- 

9 

- 


. - - 

- 

• 

•1 •• • 

. • 

• 

^ « 

- - 



• • 

■ 


690859 7 6 5125918 1 H 

* 

1274.*^ 18 4* 

129^16 4* 
I . . 10913 4 44 

. * 38962 13 4i 

_ , _ 192901 0 10 

19740 5 44 


1141.5 8 5* 

51566 l\ 2 


'>0'> 7 8 I ' 2479 15 *24 
“7 3 0 11680 2 9 


2529 2 1 


1677 l-l. 2 
3692 17 2.1 

5625 3 24 



Payment# 
into tha 
Exchequer. 


£. A 

3234936 1 2^ 

516941 12 8| 
54571 7 7 
25554 15 11 
5110 19 ^ 
5fl(P 6 S 
4553 1 8i 


384^81 4 


*127450 18 4 


129 16 4§ 
10913 4 4i 


38962 13 4i 
192901 0 10 

4 

4259 14 7i 


2440 0 0 
51566 n S' 


550 0 0 
10722 9 0 

1258, *0 0 
3554 9 0 



5625 3 ^ 


4297215 5 4| 
359006 6 10 


:.C0Ui3 li H -J'SSI 1 H W6*0 lo aj ianei n aj 

- 4359000 6 To - - - " _J_^ ■’ 

——- rT-tTl^LM. 1* u\ 49680 ifi H l- ? 3<||g»36a2l 18 H 

NOTES?. 


-BALANCBS^ r___ 

Balances in the Balances in the Bills in !**« . 

Hands of the dif- Hand* of the Re- Hands of the lU- 
ftrent Collectors. ceiver-Ocneral. ceiver-Oeneral. 

33lt29 8 10|, , . - ' 0 « i 

353132 17 24* 202986 4 OJj 


5th Jan. 1806 r\ 331529 8 104j 
5tbJan. 130f . . | 353132 17 2f I 


Accountant-XlcncraPs OA|ce, } 
i28th February 18^. ^ S 


STEPHEN MOpPE, 
Aco^SettL 





















jcffig PAigi. ACCO0NTS.~lRVr.ATr^:—/[lUv 



Treasury Chambers, Dtiblin CasCi,! -- " 

CSth February, 1807.» 3 ’ a. CAVEN0ISH 





















xTv^ PAUL. ACCOUKTS^IwBt. A«^P«6£ic E4eMvrc. lidn 

Account Qf the PUBLIC EXPENDITURE c| IRBLAND, for the Year ending on the Sth 

* q{ Januap 1807. • 

« 

A For the PartuMn vntler each Head, see the severat ^ceounls referred to by Hetters A, B, Kt-f 




fftiADS>i» EX^tOlTURE. w 

• ^ T\ £. d. 

i. For Interett on thn PiMid Debt of Ireland, * 

including Aanuitiet jpr wvet end Terms uf 

Year^ also 1 per Cent, fer the Redaction * 

of the ('upital created by Loans «nc« 

1797, (A. 1 «nd«) . - 3,068,988 16 S 

Fur Charge of Managament thereon . > - - - 

There u'as alsoVipplicd •towards the Rednr* 

tion of the'National IWht, the Annual 

Issue of - r - - 67,635 8 4 

« 

‘ ' 3,136,619 4 6 , 

Whereof was applied, fowaadi the Reduction ** 

uf the National Debt - 859,963 14 1 

-- i 

Total on Account of Interest - . - 7,276,655 10 5 

Ditto ibr ('barge of Management - 27,046 9 10^ 

Ditto, on Aceemnt of fbe Reduction of the 

National Debt 6^9,963 14 1 

II. The Interest ou Exchequer Bills, (B.y - - - 

III. Itsuct for Furpo&tB apj^unted by the Par- 
liamciitof Irelaivl prior to the Union, &.i*. 

(C.). 

IV. Issues from appropriated Funds for local * 

Eurposcs, (D.) - . 


£• /« d. 


s, ^ 


27,04^ 9 10|l « 


3,163,665 14 4^1 * 
3,006 • 9 8H 


454?4]B 9 3j| 
24,762 l! 6 1 


V. Civil List. 

Pensions 

Other Permanent Charges, ^E.) • 

^ 0 

VI. Payment** in .4ntieipatipn of Exchequer * 

Keroipts, v've.. 

Bounties - • - *- 

Militia, ArinyoVReserve, Deserters' War¬ 
rants, 6sc. (F. 1 and 2) « - - 


VII. Ordnance, (G.) 

VIII. Army.—Ordinary Service, viz. 

Regulars, Militia, and Volunteer Corps 
Barracks a*' - - - - - 

* Staff onicers, /ind OfBcersof Garrisons 

Half-pay Officers, Stip^numerary Of¬ 
ficers, and Reduced Cnaplains 
Officers* Widows - * - 

• Royal HospBal « - . - 

I^blic Officers, their Deputies, Clerki, 
and l^idental^Tacpcnces, (U ) 

• 

• ***zf;^iaordloary ^rvices - • , - 


133,995 14 
93,250 16 
199,072 13 

• 

84 

J 


• 

« 

• 

49,880 

16 

24 

* 

• 71,881 

1 

U 

2,236,326 

19 

a 

10 

£86,6.59 

2 

94 

(U,82J 

1 

9 

30,194 12 

24 

4,947 

6 

9 ; 

47,096 

5 

8i 

9,501 

7 

44 

,2,679,544 

16 

1 

5" 

496,142 

6 

4 

1 ^ 


3,645,853 4 11 


426,319 3 rOi 


121,761fl7 <« 
874,476 • 0 


tX. Miscellaneous, (I.) 
Xiastly, Vote of Credit,* (K,) 


3,175,687.2 9/ 
285,6.50 U 0^ 
7 , 90^14 ii 


Xrcasury-Chambers, DnbtiflC&stle,7 
28th February 1807/# 5 


Total - 


*537,6.54 17 0 


G. CAVENDIpl. 








• xtviil P'ARL. ACCOUNTS.—IrelaiJd.— Fanded‘Dch'i.~-^Int.<if£xcL Bills, 

'r - ^ 

(A* 1;) Au Account of tiic Monies paid out ot 'the Receipt of the Exchequer, in the Year 
ending 5th January 1807, to\s/ards defining the Charges of the Pubuc FuKDibi) Debt 
of Ireland; distinguishing the Total Amount of tlie Sums ^applied lor Interest, Charge of 
Management, ^^d the A^uai Issue for its Reduction. . / 
























xliin PARL. ACCOUNTS.-^lABLAKD.---Ctt^i;wr, 4^C. * £1 

[ijtf An Account ofVAYMENTS made from the Fuvds appropriated for Local Purposes fti 
• Ireland, from the^th Jmuaryll806, to the 5th January 1807. 


•rcial Buildings 




5,0J4 J 0 
10»812 9 B 
7,105 3 
1,770 9 7* 


£. 04,762 11 6 


(E.) An Account of Payments in the Year to the 5th January 1807, under the several Heads 
^ of—Civil List, Pensions, and other Permanent Ch^ges. • 


' f A • • 

Arrear on Civil List on 5th January 1806 — — — — — 25,141 10 •Sf 

Charge for Ditto, for One Year, to 25th December 1B06, inclining* 

3,220/. Rcpayuieut of Advances _ — 148,250 0 0 


Deduct Arrear en 5th January 1807' 


ts^ips to the Civil List in One Year to January 1807 —> 

PiMisiotis — — ■— — ^ — 

Otlicr Permanent Charges^ vU. 

Public Infirmaries— — — — 

Public Coal Yards • — — — — ^— — 

Army Baggage —— 
Police B^tablishment — — — — — — 

Inspector-General of Prisons — — — — -* 

Transportation of Felons — — — •— — 

Fees on Auditing Treasury Accounts -i— — — 

Imprest Office — — — — — — — 

Secret Service in detecting Treasonable Conspiracies 
Annuities and Compensation Allowances — — 

Judges* additional Salaries, &c. — — — — 

l)i8cmlK>died Militia — — — — — —• 

CoDiffiissioners of Knquiry — — — — — 


173,391 10 H 
39,395 15 

' • ' £• *• 

— — — ^33,995 14 8^ 

— — — ^93,250 16 2j 


3,450 0 0 
3,362 9 3|s 
]3,Up 0 4 
15,925 1 4 Of 
2(X> 0 0 
• 644 11 III 
2,649 9 8 

2,600 * 0 ft 
6,701 0 (>| 
117,191 JSblOl 
29,420 14 
1,585 19 7 
2,210 13 7 


^—199,072 13 qi 
‘.£.420,319 3.10| 


(F. 1.) An Account of the-Amount of Bounties paid out ofdhe Public Revenue, in the Year 
ending the 5th January J807, being Payments in the Nature of Anticipation-of Excljipquer 
Receipt. . • * 


On TJnen Export<.iI — — 

* Fishing Vcs|els ^ — — — _ _ — 

Bark imported — « — — — — 

Irish Coals brought Coastways to Dublin — — 

Irish Cured Pish Exported ' —- — — 

• Com F.xporte<i^ — — — — — — 

To Distillers — — — — — • — — 

Sjnrit Retailers — — — — — — 

I. ' 


«£. St d. 

16,973 18 J| 
.5,994 7 114 - 
9,402 8 10 
38 4 0 
.316 5 5 
• • 197 6 8 
6,948 14 9 X 
10,009 10 b 

£M9,bS0 16 24 


(F. 2.) An Account of the Amount of I’avments to the MilitTa, Army of Rf.serve, De¬ 
serters’ Warrants, &c. &:c. 41 the ^ ear ending the 5lli January ISO/. ^ 


MiW— - —^-* 

Army of licserv. - -..,-^---- 3 - - 

Deserters* M^arraiits ♦ — — — -s.r-— _ ^ _ 15‘*8 4 14 

fortification Coinpcnsatiun — — — — —. — la* ^ 

Cumpettsation to Revenue (^Vectors in lieu of*Ft'cs on Licences, ^ ^ ^ 

* > , • s .£. 71,881 1 


VoL. 






























Ji^ PARL. ACCOtTNtt.—Forcci—^[lii 

(G.) An Account of Mokibs paid to O&di/ancEi in the Year to the 5th Jarnu^ 


Pcyownts to tlie Qfdnance for the Grants of 1806 


— ^. 874 , 47 / 0 


(H.) An Account of the Mokies paid on Account of His MajestVs Forces' in Ireland, 

in the Year ending the 5th January 1807. V . • „ 


' ■ i» d. 

Regimeots of the Line — — — — — — — ],109,3f8 )0 3| c 

Mnifia — — — — — — — — — — W)7,7t7 \\ 7 

Volunteer Corps — — — — — — — — 310,790 13 0 

Military Hospitals — c— — — — — — — 4,450 14 1I|:^ 

Royal Military Infirmary — — — — — — — ^ 4,0D0 0 0 \ 

« • r ---^,236.396 19 10 

Barracks — — - — — — — — — — 286,659 2 94 

Staff Officers, foe. — — — — — •— •— — — — 64,821 1 9 

Half-Pay Officers, Supernomerary Officers, and Reduced Chaplains— — — 30,192 12 2f 

Officers* * Widows — — — — — — -— — — — — — 4,947 6 9 

Royal Hospitals — — — — — 47,096 5 84 

Public Officers, their Deputies, Clerk.s, and Incidental Expeiicea — — — 9,501 7 44 


Extraordinary Services 


2,679.544 IG 5 
496,142 6 4 

£. 3,175,687 2 9 


(1.) An Account shewing the ^tments in the Yf'ar ending the 5th January J807, for 

m\':£LLANEOvs Services. 


' S. s. d. 

Repayment of Isfues from His Majesty*s Civil List,- pursuant to Addresses of the 
t House of Commons — — — — — — — — — — — 3,250 0 0 

Public Officers for several Services — —' — — *— — — — — 1,780 0 0 

Public Hospitals anfi Schools — — — — — — — — — — 105,705 3 llj 

'Xiscellaneoas Ser^’ices — — — — — — — — — — 98^306 4 64 

Public Hoards — — — - — — — — — — — — — §|,300 o 0 

Commissioners for Paving, foe. the Streets of Dublin — — —, — — — l.^,309 5 6 | 

» _* - - 

, ' . X.285,650 14 04 


(K.) An Account of the ^lount of Payments from the Vote of Credit in the Year ending 

the 5th January 1807. 


Amouat of Payments from the Vote of Credit 


.£.7,906 14 14 


(1.) An Account of the Value of all Imports into, and all Exports from. Ireland, in the 
Year ended the 5th January 1807; dfistinguishing the Value of Irish Produce and Manufac' 
tures Exported; together*with the DiiTerence between the Official Valifc and the Real Value 
of Irish rr^uce and Manufactures Exported. * 


• • d, » 

Official tTalue 5 Produce and Manufactures — — — —5,0.10.722 15 10 « 

of Exports ^ Foreign Articles — — — -L — — 1.57,443 2 II 

Official Value of Imports — — — — — — —5.^05,564 16 \ 

Real Valne of Exports of Irish Prenucc Biiil*bfunufacturcs — — — — .£.9,3^^1854 W 7 


(2.) An Account fii the Number of Vessels, u-ith the Amomit of their Tonnage, which 
h^e been Built ami Registered in the several «Ports of Ireland, between tlie 5th January 
1806, and 5th January 1807. * 


Vessels. 

41 


Amount of Tonnage. 
•. n.6B7« 




(3.) An Account of the Number of Vessels,, with the Anionnt of their Tonnage, and 
Nmnber of Men and,B oys usually empltmd in Navigating w same, which bejonged to 

* uie several Ports of.lRi^LAND on the 30th September I 8 O 6 . , ^ ^ 











































lull, 




[liv 


• * • ' 

Aa A*count of thfc Usfukded Debt of Ueeanb, and Demands Outstanding. 
onXsth January IMW; under tiicHeads of,—LoanDehentfires, EMlwquet 
Bills, and Lottery Priz»distingub\|ing under each Head resjwUwly the 
Parficulals of WiiClr such Debt or Demand consisted, and also what Fart ot 
fhe 4id Debt and Demand was then providol fdr, and in what Manner; a»a 
what Part thereof was Unprovided for. , 

r - 


Loan Debentures: 

Residue of Debentures bearing 4A-Per Cent. In¬ 
terest to the Year 1788, piovidcd for by €7 
and 28 Geo. III. but not claimed by the Pro- 
piietors; via. * 


Old Loan 

Loan by I.ottery 1780 
Loan by Lottery 1781 




(•) 2,225 0 0 


facAf^uer Bills 

• 

Outstanding Exchequer Bills, projided for ^ 
scveial Acta of Parliament, but not claimed by 

the Propnetore.t.F' 

Payable 24 June - 1783 - . - 

* • 24 June - 1790 - 

24 Juno -*1791 - - - 

24^une - 1795 - - - 

2^ June -1801 - - - 

24 June - 1803 • - - 



* (•) C58.|6 8 


Lottery Piize*. • ^ 

Outstanding Lottery Prilcs of the seyeral ^tter^es firom 1782 to gy pgy p p 

Total - - 29,910 6 8 


1601 


(•) Provision bas been 


™ade for those Sum. by soveraT AeU of Parl.mneat. 


Iteasury-Chambcr^, Dublin Castlt,? . 

38tb februaay 180 7. • • j • ^ 


G. CAVBwailfe* 



ly] - ' parL. ACCOtJTJTS.—iBELANb—FurnW Be*#. 

An Account of the Publ^ Fukdep Deb» of Ireland, a* the same s^on the 5th Janu^ 
the aifferent Funds in which it is invested-th^ Amount of the Capital Stock of each f un^ 
Dublm respectivelj—the Charge of Managcmant-and the Annual C^ge for the Reaction 


By what Acts Sums 
created. raised. 


13 Geo. III. . 

15 Geo. III. . 

17 CeOA Ml. . 
25 fieo. III. . 

27 Geo. III. . . 

28 Geo. III. * . 
S7, 29, and 31 ? 

Geo. 111. . • ) 
93 Geo. III. . . 
Vote of Credit? 
11 June 17:'3 J 

34 Ceft, HI. . . 

35 Geo. Hi. . ■ 

36 Geo. ni. . > 
Vote of Credit ? 

iS.Oct 1796 5 

37 Go). ni. . t 

38 Oeos in. . 

39 G«v. ill. . 

40 Geo. 111. . 

41 Geo. III. . 

42 Geo. in. . 

43 Geo. III. . 

44 Geo. HI. . 

45 Geo. in. . 

46 Geo. 111. . 


Payable in DUBLIN:' . . ^ 

a * ^ __ f *- 

^ ^ ^ 3/.perCent. ' 

3/. percent. 3/.pcrCeot. Consol. An. W perCent. 
ny I Ok 4/. ncr 51, per Conhol. An. Red A'nn. from 5tb An. 

I'rpni Cent percent, per (Britibh (British Jan.'T^OS, (British 
A “i: Annufn. cLrrency.) Co„«„by.) ^ Currency.) 


200000|I -OOOOO 
918240 918?4<) 

17\'<(>0 — 

200()OC - 

^50000 

r 

1029«'.^f 

1591666 — 

6J0000 - 

.3252000 —— 

2018700 — 

342447.i — 

5261000 - 

4666666 
2750319 —— 

379161.1. 1770232 
2166666 .* — 
61250|k — 

4333333 —— 

4166666 2780000 


1746001 


200000 

I50Ck.O 

487983 

400000 

64000.< 


63=^000 

9054950 

2011000 

250n0i;0 

419B5 


1404531 


187/000 

30()(.(;00 

3750Ui»0 

2200000 

3125000 

1300000 

1600000 

3690000 

3750000 

2000000 


750000 
HiCOOOO 
IjiiOOOO 
9400 0 
1268750 
1200000 
1600000 
45001 >00 
55(.('iHl 
1320000 


300000 


l'^l-'’50 


BakcofTrclakd. 

f2and37Geo.lll 
37 Geo. in. . . 


/‘J 4 . 57736 . 52 II 56684721 


_ 600000 — 

_ 500000 - 

1746O0|n625450 '^IrUh^^ 

Currenry; Currency: 
28480333 15847812 

a- 


1J92.50 300000 

Irish Irish 

:urrrnc"': Currency: 

^50854 325000 


B. For want 0 / room, tho shiniogi, pence, and farthings, 
• 4 isre-JUft out all through tfhs account. 


Total Principal iJebt on 5th 




Ivu5, pari-ACCOUNTS.-- lBBL*5»<--ri«*rf'iW** t D»‘« 

'.■1807: DirtmguisftnB the Years m-^hich eachPi^t thereof 

the Arnual Interi* and Annuities, afKl the^eral Pjrtions thereof payable m I^ndon 

of saW Debt. < ^ ‘ # ' 


LONDON. , 


52. percent. 52.perCent 
Consoli^ Irish Stock, 
Navy Ann. (Britfsh 
(British Cuijrcncy.^ 
Currency.) 




.Annual Annuities Charge 

on Lives nf 
Intei est. or Terms of Manage- 
• Years. L me«t. 


«5u0000 

UOUOO 

' rt 

300000 


Annual Charge for Redemp¬ 
tion of National Debt. 

__A__ Total of 

Pursuant to By Arts pro- Annual 
Act37Ge''.ni.viding W. per Expeoces. 
r..r Kedemp- Cent, for Re- 
L.on of Debt, demotion of ^ 
then existing- Debts creatw 

M since 1797..^ , 


f 49397 

+ *250 
39138 

6964 


17300 

69125 

98297 

72007 


0604)00 




,iO.'J4)6 


nipn 


]91461 
) ':K>638 
I.i7rt70 
4 ^>0*77 
S()(j929 
271836 


A9fnt 


30000 

48lA!.'i 

6488 


3166274 


2231929 1 217626 | 29720 „ - -- 

• _ ,s, ..f Debt payable in Dublin as has 

‘ * Management on so much of the Deo p > Ii;cland. 

# been converted int^ock. transferrable at U.e 

• + Life Annuities. • • / 

. ■ * . / 
J Expir^ Annuities. ^ 

TrSMUiY-Chambcr#, Dublin Cagllc,7 ^ CAVENDjSH- 

9tli March, 1807. J 











lix] 


PARL Senicet, 


{U 


AiwAccouBt, shewing how the Moii»s j^ted fw the Service of theyAr;lB06, have 

disposed of; distinguifcied under several so % as relates tcYl&BLAND ; aksted in 

Irish Currency. • * . . jf 

_ ^ . 


SERVICES. 

Mforces ! 

Army, with Gnrri':ons, ami their In- jS. 
cident;;, (partof4C}lZ;5'i:4/> 7*. 2(4 \ 

British) - - - . - 672663* 8 

Foreign Corps (part of 9659094 U. 

10(4 British) - - - -205735*5 

Allowance to Non-oam|pissioRed 
Offircriaod Private Men of the 
Bcgnlara, for Small ^er, and 
wlulcSn aMarch(i)artof486666/. 

12f. 8(4 British)* - - . 

Recruiting and Coutingencies (paft 


d. 

2 

9 


i7807 4 2 


of 2254044 16<.Ud. British) -135855 4 10^ 
Augmentation of Pa;^ for Iniantry 
6f the Line for 18*3 Days, from * 

25th June 1606,to24thDecember 
•fullowine: (p^rt of •161700/. 9r. * 
llrf. British) .... 17749 17 


Sums granted. 


£* X. d. 


Militia—Pay, Ac. (part of 24703344 

Or. Afi. British - . - 906941 

Allouauce to*Non-coomiissioncd 
OlRcers and Private *>160 fo* 

Small Bcer^andwhileonaMarch, 
(afurtherptrtof 4866684 12n8(4 
British) .... 62664 

Contingencies (pvt 0^52,1534 17s. 

. British) .... 24000 


9 9 


Augmentation of Pay for 183 Days, 
fr(*il25th^uue 18 t) 6, to 23th Dc- 
ember following (a further part 
of 1617004 9s. 1 U. British) 


0 

« 


7 

0 


6414 9 5 


Volunteer Corps—(pnA cf 17388044 3*-.<l(4 British.) 
General and General .Stan Officers, and Offi'jers of 
Hospitals, serving with tlie forces, (part of 
2341044 17/. llrf. British) - - - . ; 

Full Pay to Supernumerary Officers of His Majesty’s 
Forces (part of 353154 2r. British)* * - ' - 

The Principal Offi< e‘r* of several Public Departments, 
thei, Ijepirtics, Clerks, and Incidental Kxpences, 
(part of 1769774 45/. 4rf. British) 

Half-Pay to reduced Officers of His Majesty’s Land 
Forces, and Reduced Chaplains, (part of 1^947/ 
0/. 7(4 British) - - ^.,- 

Military lllowanees to Reduced Officers of HiS' 
Majesty’s Land Force^, (pert of 58014 13/. Srf 
British) ^ 

fii and Out P^ti6ncrs of the Royal 
Hospital near Kilmainham, and 
Kxpencea of said Hospital, (part * 

of 2447114 6/. 5(4 British) • 5272a *7 S 
• Augmentatioh'to the Out-Pension- , 
ers for 183 Days, from 2^7th June* 

, 1806,to24thDec«mberfo]lowing, 

(pait of500004 British) - * - 


1109811 0 5^ 


1000020 18 9 
770040 0 0 


Sums paid. 


Remains. 


'£. 4 a. d. 




s, d. 


1109368 0 Si 


443 0 11 


71332 14 
1219 18 


6 


f 

\ 

7940 16 2$ 


Pensions to Widows of Officers of (he 
, I-and Forces, and Expcnces at- 
teii^gtbeBame,(partof319704 • 
, British) . . - 

Atigmeptation for 183 Days, from 
-•->j25ihjune I806,to24thDecember 
following, (part of 37234 8/. 6rf. 

, Bfitiph) - - - • - 


9638 15 41 


32449 12 S 


« 868 ‘9 9 


,807717 It 
310790 13 

64821 1 

1219 18 


7 

O' 


’9 

6 


192303. 7 . 5 
459249 7 0 


6511 12 9i 


9501 7 H 
28557 3 . €^1 


415 10 ^ 


137 8 0 


,60661 3 5^ 


6500 

f 


0 0 


645 5 2i 


Carried forward 


• a 


71f5 5 24 


.K 


47096 'S H 


' 4947 6 9 


3885 8 


8| 


452 19 fiti 


13564 17 H 


2197 18 5J 

t 


Uil PAUL. Senkm. ' « fhiU 

’ . yH 

Ah Acccnmt, how the Monies granted for the Service of tb^Year 1S06, have b^a 

dispAcd of; dtsSAj^ishcd under th^sHerat tleads, So ikr as relates to Ireland; stated In 
IrisMCurrency.-p-i^nh’nued.* 


SEKT ICES— Continued, 


Sums granted. | Snms paid. 


Remain#. 


i Brought forward - -- -- • 

General Hospital Expences of His Majesty’s Forces 
in Ireland, tncludimr Medicaments, for General and 
R^inBiital Hos]#)fals, and the Charge of the Ilo>'al 
Military Infirmary, DuUlin, for Sick and Wounded 
Soldiers, (15418/. 16/. Id. BrifiNh) - ' - • 16703 14 

Barrack Department in Ireland, (4584471.4x. British) 496867 16 
\ Extraordinary • Expences of the Army in Ireland, 

>f 6UQ|3^ British) 650000 0 

Ordnance .* — 

Ordnance in. Ireland, for the Year 1806, 
(^797WH^. 5</. bAusH) - - T - , ^ 734475 (1 

Mure to repla^^sGic Sum advanced by the Exchequer 

in Ireland, fi>r O'Rlriancc .Service in ^reland, to the ^ 

31st December 1805, beyond-tbe Grants by Parlia¬ 
ment for the said Service in the said Year, (129'^30/. 

]5i-. 5e/. British) - .. 140000 ( 


£, s. d. 


8450 14 Hi 8252 19 1 
28lfo59 2 9m0Q 13 2^ 


A 650000 0 . 0 496142 6 4 153857 13 • 


734475 


734475 0 0 


140000 


— t t 

To make good a like Snm which has been issued^y 
His Miycsty’s Ord^, f);om his Ch il l^t in Ireland, 
pursuant Ad^^i^ses of the House of Commons, 
has not been made good by Parliament 

Public Queers for snernl Services: 

Stephen Moam, Esq. Accountant-General, for his 
extiaurdinary Tnmble and Expcuce 4n preparing 
and stating the Public Accounts of Ireland, laid 
before ParliaAAt^^SeHsion 1806 « . - . 

John Smart,l^puty Accountant-General, for 
his extfaordinary 'I'ralfMe in preparing the Puhlin 
*AA#ounts of l}«1atid, for Pa/liament, for One Year 
ending 5th January 1806 - - - - • - 

Paul lie Bas, Esq. Evamiirator of Corn Bounties, for 
his Trouble in ksseping the Accounts uf said Office > 
Robert Marshall,"Esq. Inspector•Ge.)cral of Import# 
and Exports, for his £xp<.*nee and Trouble in prf^pv 
ring the Accounts of the Imports and Exports of 
Ireland, for Porliauicnt^'for One Year ending the 
5th January 1S<T5 -------- 

Roger WetJieral, First Clerk in the Office of the 
luspector-Genct’al of Imports and £x}>orts, for his 

* extraordina^ Trouble in preparing Accounts for 

George Hatton^Ksq. Bsnnnfiotnr of Excise, for his 
extn^ordinar^ljronble and Expence in pgeparing ^ 

• Accounts for IvUiamcnt ------ 

Bainuq) Hoofi, Exaininator of Excise, for 

his cxtniordigOT^%|pg^|^ in preparing Account ^ 
fur Pariianteiit -• -"A - . - - - - 

Thomas Haflield, Esq. ClAwn the Office uf the Au- 

• ditor o^the F.xclEqitcr, forffisex traonlinary Trouble, 

in pi^paring AcciRmtsforparliaineiit* . - . 

Misceliawom Services; 

For defraying the Expence of Civil Buildings, from 
the Atli .Tanuary 1606, to the 5th January 1807 - - 
For defraying the Expence of Printing and Binding 

* 250 Copies of tl^ Acts uf the 46th Year uf hiA^re- 

’’sentM^esty - - - - -I 

For defraying.the pscpence ofspubllshin^Pi'oclama- 

tions and AutWrisemeiits in the Dublin Gazette, 
*"*and other News-papers, ^>m 5th JaiiuarielSOt), to 
Sll^aiiuary 1807 - -- -- -- - 

Carried fegward - - ' 


3250 0 


340 0 0 


24?^ 0 

0^ 0 


140000 0 t) 


150 


340 0 0 


Xo ,0 0 

200 0 0 


■50 1^0 


250 g 0 


200 0 • 200 0 9 


200 0 0 


150 0 0 


2G0 0 0 


200 0*0 


150 0 0 


200 ^0 0 


25000 0 0 2j«q0 0 0 


12fiD*0 0 


1200 0 0 


1050i 0 0 «10500 
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• • 

Anr^ccount, sheM^ ing hto tlie Mokiss gifted for Serviefc of the Yeaf ^ 80 d, have beeif 
disposed of; distinguiroed under several ^eadfj^j^ ftr.as relates to Jbafiu.M-0; stated in 
Irish Currency.— Coritinued. * • I. , , 


SERV 1C£5—ConfinuTf/. 


brought forward t- - ^ - 
For defraying the Charge of Printing, Stationery, and 
other nifiburMementfl of the Chief and Under-Secre* 
tarics* Offices and Apartments, and other Public 
Offices, Ml Dublin Ca'(tle,*&e. and fur the Riding 
Charges and other Evpcnces of the Deputy Pursuit 
vants andr^xtra Messengers attending said Offices, 
from 5th January >^06, to .5th January 1807 - 
For defraying the Kxpcnce of Crimioal Prosecutions, 
and other Law Expences of Government, from 5th ^ 
January 1806, tf> 5th January 1807 
For defraying the Espence of apprehending PiffiHc 
Offenders in Irelaiid, from.5thJaDuary 1806, to 5th 
January 1807 - -- -- -- -- 

For cumpleting tht: Sum'necessary for tfie Support of 
the Non-conforming Ministers in Ireland, for One 
Year, to 5th Jtftuiary 1806 ------ 

For the Support of the Non-conforming Ministers of ^ 
Ireland, for One Year, from the 5th January 1805, 
to 5th January^ 1806 - - - - - *- 

For defraying the E:jpence of Prati^;‘ 1 . 7^11 the Port of 
Dubtiii, from 5t{k^ouaryt!.^06./JD 5th Janvary 1807 
For defrayir,»*ttie ^-.xpc'ncc Oi^His Majesty’s Gold 
Mine at Croaghrn,*‘Xthe County of Wicklow, from 
the 5th JanufUy V30o,‘*to the 5th January 1-807 
F&r^efiayii^ the Charge of Clothing the Battle-Ax4 
Guavdcvf*’r EighteeqiMonths, commencing iSt'Dc- 
1805 - - - - . .... 

Fur defraying the Charge of Incidents of the Trea¬ 
sury in Ireland, from 5tb January 1806, to 5th Ja¬ 
nuary 1807 - 

'' 

Piibl/r iioardt .• t 

Paid the Tni.*ifces of the Linen andHef^ipan Manu¬ 
factures, to promote and encourage^yM f.Ta{’»»fac- 
tures, foi One Year ending 5^1 Jatiparij^'>, - 
The Board of First ,&aitH; for building new Churches, 
and^b-buiiding ar(^,,9hurche^'in/»nch Parishes rk 
no PuLlic Service has been iwr.^JVmcd io for 20 
Years, and fartbe^ncuamgementuf buildingGlebe 
Houses, &c. for One Year, from 5th January 1806, 
to 5th January 1807 - - - - 

Towards defraying the Exptncc^of huiUling the in¬ 
tended Hall for the Royal College of Surgeons; from 
the 5th January 1806, to/.he 5th January 1807 • • 
To be paid the^ublin Society, for promoting’ Hus¬ 
bandry and other useful Arts; from 5th January 
1806, to 5th January 1807, for completing their ad¬ 
ditional Buildings, supporting the Botanic Gafdena, 
^^iid the other pbjedts of the said Society v. • • 
For defraying the Expences of the Fi|:miiig S^lety ; 

from 5th January 1806, to 5tb January 18i)7 - 
For Paving, Cleansing:, and Ligh|.ing, the Streets of 
> Dublin; from 5th January 1806, to 5th January 

'o be paid tlie Commissioners for making wide and 
.V-;'oonveitient Streets in Dublin; from 5th 6>ariaar}i 
'59D4, ^ 5th January 1807 - “ i 

*Tp be applied to complete the re-buildiiig^5f the Parish 
*C^urch of St. Andrew, Dublin, any buiUling a *• 
Sleeple aud Spire thereto - • I - 

^ Carried fo^vanl * j ~ 


Sums granted. 


cF, r. 4 /. 



21880 0 0 

20774 2 llj 

25000 0. 0 

25000- 0 0 


f 

2500 0 0 

< 

1749 7 - 7 

254 16 10^ 

r 

234 18 lOj 

9429^0 0 

9429 0 0 

f 

1047 10 2 

1047 10 ^ 

t 

610 6 14 

610 6 llj 

740 ^ 0 0 

740^ ! 

2000 0 0 

* 2000 0 0 


21600 0 0 SliOOO/O 0 


5000 0 0 5000 0 0 


4500 0 0 


10000 0 0 


4500 0 ^ 
\ 

» 

• t • 

- '•> 

laxK) 0/ 0 


5000 0 0 15000 0 .0 


aoooo 0 0 10000 o 0 


4500 0 0 


4500 0 0 


,C700 0 0 2700 J 


1105 17 74 


750 32 5 
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vAccomI. *g » Iww the Mount gnntcd ior Service of th^ew 1800, tunebom 
A^poMofi. dignitaUwd tndcr the JicAd«» lo jv it relates IoIjuxjuip; itetod ja 

Irhh ^urrency.-Tt^^jierf. > * * 


SERTlGBft- 


BitHshtlonraid 

Puhiie Bg^ab mti Schools .* 


£o s»M tL 

• * 



Jot Mn^ag the ChaiM of tbe liicoitopetae Soelotyl 
in Dublin, for pr oine t im £iiflisl|Prot«sUnt Sebooh 
m Irulandi^fiw 5th January 1806a to 5tbJe«eoiy' 

rhnMrnfiM the.Eepeoee of the Foundtinc HoapiUl 
nUora^fteoi 6Ch Jdmiary 1606, to JantMcy 

Ford£^||(b|he Chail of the Hibehiian Marine 
fceistf la*AeU^S f<i^ tbo ^tb January 1806, to 

For defraying the Expence of tbe Hibernian School 
for Mdiera* (^Udrea; ft«ai5Ui January 1806, i 
Mb Jannary I8C7 • • • • - 

For deitaying the Charge of the FcmalaOrphan House 
nearDublul: from 5th January 1806fto5thJanniuy 


latioittirdiseounttnanctng^te, and 
pmlhPaeg the Kaowlar^ Mid Praetice of the 
Chrmian^eligioK; from 5th January ) 806, to 5th 
January IWK ^ 

For eniyof t in rdy WestaaorfanH Lock Hospital in 
DiMto; from qth January 1806, to 5fh January 
1807 - . - . - . - 

For defraying the£na^e*Of supporting Hte House of 
Industry apd^raitenCiarr in Dublin; from 5tb 
Jaanary*ll06, m 5th JuSary 1807 - - ' • 

For*d<ftmying the Expence of ^naintainbig Eighty 
Patient! in the House ef Epcorery and Farevlios- 
pital in Cork Street j ftOns 5tb January 1806« to5tb 
January 1807 

For defraying the Expoee of the Lying-in Hospital 
in Dublin $ from 3tii Jannary 1806, to 5th January 
1807 - 

For defraying tim Charge o(the Ofleo of the Covi- 
missioners of Choritahle Donations and BMueies j 
fren 5th January 1806, to 5th January 1807 - 
For defraying the Charge of lAo Homan Cattmlio pe- 
*mioaryi fronw5th January 1800, to 5tb Jannary 

1807 . .. 

For defraying tmExpenCe of Madam Stevens’s HoS' 
^ital { Jtl^^uary iSOBjfo 5thJanuar)r 1807j 

*and to <Amulete^Me Repairing, Furnishing, andj 
Enlaifing oJ^^hAAraMpital - . - N 


82684 6 1 


82500 0 0 8 


1588 15 0 


8810 ID 10 


1081 8 8 


1{91 


8 C 1391 


6986 0 0 8988 g 0 

82868 27 10 88868 17 ID 

M 1030 18 6 

SaSlrd^ ^ 8887 

400 0^ • 400 0*0 

8800 0 0 * SOQO 0 0 


4745 5 


4745 d 01 


r3485 6 3 [4380503 11 8H10Sft98] 15 Of 


TreasorV^dhambers, Onblin Castle,? 
28th February 1807. 5 
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PARLUMK tyAR Y PAPEIS. 

Tttvr REPOST rmolc the cowmittee oV 

THE PUBLIC EXPENDXTURBt &C. OP ThV 
v»mj> JUHCU30K. PrtHfiUdt9iicHtuiA 
rf Camm<ms, Jttfy S2, 1807« ^ 

TAX*^IP1CE. / 

The Commktcei appointed to examihe and 
conaider what K^ulations and ^hecka 
have been esiabliahedf in order to con- 
trouifthe sercml bfanches of the PubBc 
Expenditure in Gr^t Britain and Ireland; 
and flow ^ the same have been effectual; 
and what lurther Measures can be adopted 
for redudng an)r Part of the said Expen-^ 
diture^ or dimipisliing the Amount of Sa* 
laries and Emoluments, without detri¬ 
ment to the Public Service; 

Having‘ had referred to their conside- 
ration the proceedings of the committee 
which was msdtuted lor the same purposes 
in the last pi’liament, began their enquiries 
^ proEccuting the cx^mmat) a subject, 
in which cou^deiaUe prY'*grcss qad been 
made, b»v-U|jr5n whic».*.-,yhcy hare delayed 
making'an report, judgingi£proper 

to suspend i^y*statAncnt of facts, unnl they 
Hcould avJie same time recommend the'best 
mod*7acyrding\o their judgment, of pre- 
f/ituig similar abuses in future. The evi¬ 
dence received during die last session, con¬ 
tains an account t f two mnsacfions in the 
pay-office, of a nioA/ttgular, apd improper 
kind, which were disclosed ^n'^hc cAstmi- 
nation of Mir. Thomas, actoq>-^iAht in that 
office 
for 

Stee^:,^ai inai ifcine onc'*JtJ**^c joint pay 
masters), or bcaser, had hem .drawn by the 
cashier on the 11th of Mw 1799 » under the^ 
head of extraordinaricB of the army, alid en¬ 
tered in the cash accouftt of the omce, with 
Mr. Steele's receipt as a voucher; and that 
another sum of 1S,800V. was drawn for; pre¬ 
cisely in the same manner, and a receijn 
given in the same terms, on the 8d of .^iily, 
1800. Of these two sums, tlieii^ was 
^iot repaid until the 3d of Febfuary^07; 
nor the latter until the 8th April, with 
- uxlencst upon bcAh sums, from the date of 
dicir issue to that of their repayment, amount- 
K 7f390/. 13s.«The correspondence be- 

^ tween Steele and Mr. Thomas ;.,letter84 
^carfTemple (one of-the joint masters 
. sn'rsa/), addressed to-lord Gtmtille, Mr. 
^cele, Mr. Rose, and lord Hirrowby; 
uhee puoutes of the lords of tb/ treasuiy, 
iwhat steps should be wKtn for se¬ 



curing lybc Bsm remsiDflijj: 4lit (for the 
sum had been rapaid pi^ious toswy pro- 
ceediygs'bf the boa-'d Gr treasury); minutes 
of the paymaster,enteretf in the 
Kook of the office; and several other p^Mrs* 
are inserted at length in the'Appendix, though 
not pe^'h^s absolutely necesfary for under¬ 
standing w subjcctf that do circumstance 
which has r^iorence to this busineat, mfty be 
withheld from observation. But the part 
to which the coaqniittc^ think it most mate¬ 
rial jto direct the attenifion of th( house, is 
the account given by Mr. Steele bxmsdf, 
when he desired to attend the fonner com¬ 
mittee on the 26th of March 1907 ,^Va 
made his own statemuit of the net; 'ices 

relating to these ^’ransactions. < * C said, 
^ Thsptwo sums mei|itioiic(Kr~ % Homas 
were isBucd by my directi'v, and 1 hive no 
hesutatipo in stating that "they were not is¬ 
sued for public service ; 1 thought, as others 
did at the time, that 1 had full authority to 
direct thM issues. 1 was urged to do so 
by private considcratio is of a very peculiar 
<'iucure« which operand at ffiat, time upon 
mjiiNuud; and I thought tiiat bj ^^recring 
them to be issued'to myself, a*iu**-king 
myself rrsimnsible for thim, 1 ^uld not by 
possibility incur the susj^ou of conccof- 
mcQt,' or fraud. It was tity intention that 
they should have beep i^.'-Maced in a very 
short lime, but it was notT'^i my power to 
accomplish it; the^' :vmainad cIm tged against 
me in the pay-^office book utl the beginning 
of the present yea,r, when the former of the 
two sums was rejxiid ; and the whole sub¬ 
ject having been brougli* lately under the 
consideration of the board of treasury, they 
have directed me to repay the remaining sum, 
with the interest due upon both sums, by in¬ 
stalments at stated periods, which 1 have en¬ 
gaged to do. 1 cannot take upon myself to 
dcMoid my conduct in this jastance, which 
I must admit to have bew - correct, but^I 
console myself with tliinkivt, that the pui lie 
w*Jl have sulfer.,'d no toss w And bcihg asked. 
Whether he. knew pf V' 0hci tranwtion of 
the ume kind, c/*- u*. mIt-c he was in the 

pay-office ? be.fiud, I d!b not.** And 
bang asked, Vfhether ( e knew of any.ar- 
rear of tbc like a^ture arising from vhe trans¬ 
action of any iormer paymaster ? he add, 
“ I certainly do not." And being asked. 
Whether any notice was taken of this trans¬ 
action by the treasury, pi evious to the*be- 
ginnipg of this year? he said, « lapprettend 
It was nof cvei knowp ''’o tb^ ♦'easury, pre¬ 
vious to this year.'^ And beiug aaked, 
thdr any notice was iaken by any other pub¬ 
lic office? he wd, « Not to roy* know- 



iziiif 
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Whetticr he had^^ cXpTa.uUSon^i«i|give im the whole matter would be communical^, 
reference to thul^r ? he b«ng ^|i<hout dela^r, to lotd GrenviUc, or the pay-; 

a' ftate^nt of'WMt fauuM in con- ma^r-general.—Aa no entry was made of 

vemtkmiatdiiTerent tiim, ofChich I made these two sij^s in the extraordinaries of the 
no memdrindum .mj^lf, 1 certainly am not Wtoy presented to parliament^ it Became an 
disposed to dispute ms accuracy with which j^hjec^ of enquiry, for what reason they 
it is reposted. 1 beg the*committee at the '*®r® “<« included? to which Mr. Wood, 
same time to understand-that 1 never have deputy cashier in the pay-office, aSuwered^ 
attempted to jostify the issue of the two sums ■we*« omitted by tte cxfggu ordee 

in miestkm, up^ the ground that they were Mr. Steele ; and, upon h^ng further exa- 
aaaed jdi|acay-oT in&ectly to pubtic ser- mined, he said, that other sums had also 
vtc^^jWThat in my p^mer evidence i ac- omitted in a former year (1797) by 

knowli^|dg0||^ thw^were not issU^ with StwleV direction, which had been a<t" 

any fc fe iSol^^ ^ju mic service, but f alone Vaftced to Messrs. Corey, Pratbumon, and 
was rsspondblea!® accountable for them; ! wWing, that without such particulfT 

and that I have, in fact, repaid them both, mmetion hi should have'thought it his do^ 
principal and interest,” And a part of Mr. ^ include all those sums. ^ one of Mr, 
feirm^r ^YamSmnt'mn. anil an »«trart I ateefe s letters, it is to Be observed, that the 


bw 

ittvEit 


know 
any rl 


whom 1 ;^udt!U inlba^Jetter, and in ey^ a pn 

mingt^A were tli nriheip^ officers mthe ^th propriety 
pay-officc^^ho md long been established *^my egfraorcGoarics. * If^ 
there, and wSto mformly contended that the that office m mnn^ 


I omission is, 
r intended to 
1 , could not 
im^of tho 
ha^ieen thd 


there, and wJto iwformly contended that the w that office in mwiig account 
power of tile pa/muSter-gcneralto dinret the . f^mordmaries, and if it aM 

i«acs of monc 5 rJ&m the bank remained un- sums w issuad, if rgplawdjj^ 

limited by anvJW the'provisions of^hc act the delivery of the accounts to the aW- 
for II ;iiil iLLifC ni( nfliss of paymaster gene- ditys, should not appear at all m those acr. 
ral,” An^win^ asked, Idid you consult corjinte, yoy comrott^judge both then 
any ochcT'person as to the operation of that pi^Ctices Jn^yitkipijB^r to be cmtinued, 
act, uponVhe issue of moity to the pay- tWy tend to keep l^k from tha 

master r” he saicl^*“ I did not.” And being 

ashed. Whether in point of fact, in any part knowled^ of the ^ 

of this transaction, he acted upon the opi- ofYTeXublA monqr«w4ja^htBte 
irions of any other person^, conjointly with ‘he temporAaM^onstf sums 
hU own. or consulted any other person o« P<^' °* » 

theeo^ct? he said. “ >Jo.”-The coo- which they «e destined by the vote, of 
dflct ,Alr. Rose, whosucceeded Mr.Steele ‘“'Tf 

in thtMy-offiA. beih*/olMcrved upon, in a *"<* ihe two othft. in 1797, ^ for^ pur- 

ii^e of tSS^yirfartei', dated 27th of pose ofpr^unng a s^ply of ^wfor^y 

Pftruary 1807/1^ Ilose attfcndeil thecOm- •er^JC**. f™m at 

inittee, for A^se of explaining the tbere was great dillicuTw in obtomng^rt, 

he stated; thirtliiTSSi^ting to the two bjr f^banlc. Mr. ™; 

W i. tl^preMiice of Mr. IM.OOOf. bj r|je thl" 

uy iwr. i... ^ hary\t. wvre nominated bv Mr. Boyd, for the 




considered hinisdf completely out of omte 
at jhat tim^ he could not interfere officially* 
nos aBply any poAblc remedy; that he had, 
however, desire d Mr. Hioriis to wntc to 
Mr. Stecle,*fhaTe fhight injure his seeing 
firm, and to let him (Mr. B>oto} know, 

.(.tsMinattiAn of hlS With Blr. | SCFVlCC, ^ 

of Good 
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w^ck be contncteA wbb governm^it to 
perform; in which *he alio £ul^, Tb% 
queidon of intereit upon the 100,000/* wa» 
involved in the ^^monof some claims pre><^ 
ferred by Mr. Boyd, agunst government; 
vnd the repayment of the lecond sum is 
in a course of leg*J proceeding, in co/^^ 
qdence of die bankruptcy of the I^uk of 
Messrs. Bcyd and Co. when ^ropeo stepa 
were immediately taken for Fccovermg it, by 
dtrecdon from the lords of the treasury*; and 
your committee are infi^rmed, that the prtn- 
eipal ifilficutties which have prevented a sa- 
tisfaotor^xitle ftom hlii.g made to purcha* 
sera funder this b&nkruptcy) are now nearly 
Adjusted, and in the course of the next term, 
it is probable that the most considerable pur¬ 
chasers will be re&y to complete their pur¬ 
chases, and to pay their purchase-money 
into court.—ypon .the importaiK subject of 
fccommending measures which may prevent 
vmilar abuseu^in future, your committee ob¬ 
serve with great concern, that the most ob¬ 
vious, and perhaps the only effectual remedyv' 
has bwn found by ex]Krienc^"^hc.rto unat^ 
tainable; but rip^eccssaiy to re¬ 

present ^.Ctt<^4ehbcrate-1#pinu)n, that withr 
out an carli^^^tiTsination, and au<£^g pf 
ftOcount^,^^laribcs can hardly & pre- 
^entedjt^hd uiat temptation will nevcl be 
to maki use of public money, 
wbile mere exists a great probability ol its 
■ being for a long time uncalled for. Atier 
the accounts comc^fore the.l''0'mmissioners 
for auditing, no .atitlfdn is w^Ang in re¬ 
quiring proper warrants in ^diwhargA for 
every payment, and no 
out a voucher of that kin^; l)uh ^^tmThas 
been .tbe-'p’opw hjthS^,'notwith- 
standiag the oosAvabons^^^r on the sub¬ 
ject by the coif^ittce of Finance in 1797 
and I79B, not one account of any paynwter- 
gcncral has been finally settled and declared, 
nor made ready for dedaration, in the nine 
or ten years which bay^nnee elapsed.—Fhrts 
pf the accounts and vouchers for the Year 
1782, were delivered to the auditors in 1788, 
1789, I791f and 1798; parts of tli08& fpr 
1785 were delivered to them in 1792 spid 
1798 ; part of those for 1784. i» 1794^Und 
part of those for 1783, in 1797* It Sp- 
‘.pears also that abapplemeutary account of 
\ tbc^piavniaster-ywral, from 24 April to 24 
j'^jScember ^^oZ^'and a Eupplcmentaiy ac- 
fiar\783, were deliverec! into 
Jb^togetker with the 'attested AeVS^unts for 
1784 and 1785, no longer ago tbanHa the^lh 
bf. February last.—A letter frbm/bc efaair- 
|nan of that board affords a TcaJ nablc cx- 
* |>scb(lz(Sn that the accouiff^of tb^aymastcr- 


general'for the year 1782jf^U be finmUy- au¬ 
dited, and .ready for de^ASration ahou^jirist- 
mas ifbxt; an^ thaf., ^pvided th^^ be no 
delay in the delivciy'^olftlie subsequent ac- 
Lcounts, i^e present an ear of the pa>-odice 
j-accc/Ui'*^^cleareif*-il 'the auditor’s 
office jA n?n ooori^ of^fIy*rei'si\ yorrs. It 
will be the luty of yoiir committer, sl^puld « 
they be re-appointed; m the ensuing scs5i<>n, 
to make an early cnqi^y -mo theprognss 
wuh-b sb.tp have* been jnade duri||g tnc re¬ 
cess, and to consider how far the piovisions 
of the act of 46tH Geo. 111. c. 141, uuder 
which the present board of comniissionery 
fur auditing the public was|aT-'-' 

pointed, have cemtr^ ted to the*ol'«J^' .'ty 
were intended to answer, l>y tae 

due ci^unniation and more WtiV^cut 

ot'the public accounts; a^;.' .SfAetiier any aud 
what tiMther regulations may be devised, 
for the attainment of $p impoitvtnt and disi- 
rablc an end.—Although some effectued im¬ 
provement in that system, would be the 
:*h^t radical and substantial remedy. there 
o^fr . uboriun.itJ-*jncasuTes tif to be en- 
fo^iT immed.atcly,(tor brim h th'‘V'"C|;ula- 
tionsl^of otfiLC m ty m a gif: t deg^ ^ 6e suffi¬ 
cient ; and legisiative provii^^n s^ay be addled 
wherever it becomes neccKly.— Much of 
the d^y, which occurs'Ip procuring the 
dealing and coveringtiom the war- 
otilce, without which. Ji vmastcr’s ac¬ 
counts cannot be ^a^uined Ay tilsS auditors, 
may be removed, by making the trinlactions 
b&ween these twb offices more simple ami 
methodical. It would be.desirable in idl in¬ 
stances to issue warrants ‘Xt once, instead of 
transacting so much of the ordinary business 
by letters, whichbas formed a constant sub¬ 
ject of complaint* on the part ot the jiay- 
masters; and u appears, that if warnota on 
account were granted by the secibtary at 
war for regimental ^rviccs mot competed 
within the yeai« the payterAer^s aco^.t^ 
might be delivered soo^^tcr th; rndW 
ev^ year to the auditoi^yr counination.^ 
Tbejssue of money htt nAide ori¬ 
ginally upon they cl'w^^eronly, 

00 other coqmijraenis to be madrin grant¬ 
ing the suba^uflU wuitk<^ than .wh^nr it 
agrees* with th<f letter f ahd thenibre any 
additional sigraitares to the warrant, which 
b^r the appearance of further check and ex¬ 
amination, add in reality no sprt of security 
to the public, while the recpoptibili^ (whjch 
can never ^ desirable) becomes ditided bc- 
torecK two offices.-"YcSlR.‘3.i'a..ihtoc see no 
sor{ of necessity for every individual wainmt 
being signdl by hSa majeaQV^^ befog 
counterdgned ^,the It^sm the ^reasu^, ex- 
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c^twh^re moneyunicd by th^.(^n. 

In all gases whem^c treasury iriiiinKon- 

cemcdy tbe money is nbw actually^ upOnAsseiltlarA varions points ofvicw; and the at- 


such articles appeargreater regularityUh 
brinjjbc t: 4 > the accoui^in the office itselfa is 


the rcqhisidoa o^A^^lcretofy at war, apd 
his yanie alone ouAi^ stand at suf^ient 
authority for^jha^arrantyitotoyihim. i 
whcm^cpartneoflit is. respoS^ffigoJorUc 
service and tlTe c^ghdiAire.-^ficwcIild be 
sufifbienS for hi^ ma%ty, in all money 
is onpiAly vested grant ot parliament, 
to sign a warrant for larg^ sums from time to 
time, ledVinj; the detail of the application of 
them, as is the practicetrith.regard to mo* 
nies issued on account of the navy, and the 
^^ance, to the dejiaifrnent under whose di- 
rt'hoj:ftjf0p^(tbx\9TL^ct is performed.—* 
Thijg^r occasioucc^y the warrants heingj 
takei/u^J|MMBrmy agents, instead «f being 
dire&y retmll^^o the pay office through 
their own oliiu^ ought to be entirely oo* 
viuted, as it aecins already to have been in 
some degree, wilh regard to what are called 
clcarin^ warrants m regimental services. 
No reason appears^hy they should pass ** 
aU into gent's Iralids, who ma]( ha\^ 
inuir^^^^terest inwiu^ulding thciiiy^jyior 

'pse accounts they arlfin no 
^Another regulation proper 
is a dilfrrent manner of 
lunts of extraordhurics to 
ihamcnt, which the preKnt 
paytuaster ii »j!j |ncd your committ^ that he 
had dira^>K9yo^r"9onfrin future; and that 
an* tfae guntj should be regutarly kept in the 
office, under thi^Rimc heads as those 

for which the grants ‘of parliament are an¬ 
nually voted,—bums dfhich have been 
issued in the course ofcKlR^tar» ought ever 
to be left out of the accopnt of extraordina- 
xics aanualk^laki,before parUameut, for they 
create a/Ci^orary defieitncy in the balance 
of ths^^^mastcr's cash, even il they are to 
•be j^aid; they therelorc should be noticed 
le hrsl liooht^*^ the issue by a memo- 
■uduro. as swhs not uldma^y to be charged 
.upon the publi#i^nd credit should be t^cn 
* * - ■ « ]ucnt account, when 

it tiie llanK. It 
^to the cleamess of 
les ofexp^ditun 



thie|L^ 
degree 
to be aJ( 
making out th« 
be laid before 


for them 

they are _ 

would also tiqd ma 
;dl tireseaccountJ'ifno . 

■wea ilB&rted, ,buu such li telate otfictly lo 
ffie.army; iosteail of whijit* it is to be obser¬ 
ved, that issues of money the purchase oi 

com, a»jd vgrious miscellaneous purposc^not 
dirs^y lo tot service, have upt ui^ 

ifequently l^ecn admitted Atcr- 

mixed «asrhiflh your com- 

M!:aittce conceive tp helong more properly to the 

particuiarsoJlthedisinbuWMiof any votc<rt ere 


tention of the paymaster bimselfis particular¬ 
ly necessary for msoring the attendance, and 
application of all the officers who are under 
, and for enforcing a more punctual sind 
irate discharge of their du^, than appears 
to haw h^erto prevailed. Their books 
should be frequently balanced, and the cato 
bool; ought always to be made up to the latest 
period posbible; to the neglect w which it is 
in bome measure owing, that it ba8*been im¬ 
possible to conform So the proviii^ of the 
statute 45 Geo. HI. c. 5g; and tnc conse¬ 
quence has been, that ever since the passing 
of that act, the 5th sect, prescribing the mode 
in which the monthly memorials are to be 
presented to the Treasury ; and the 8th c&use 
in the Au^tor’s Act, 46 Geo. HI. c. 141. 
sect. $. requiring all accbuntients to deliver in 
within three months after the end of each 
year, an account currant of a!u sums received 
and paid by them within the year, have been 
totally disrcMded.—;It would h.ive been ne¬ 
cessary 4lP^^|lace, u^^akiyve upon the im¬ 
perfect mantierRqp/fich tnaAlU^ of mo- 
neyjn^ by indivKluals tq/i3%)ayi^ster*s ac- 
cout^ have been madl^ Crowjkrks of the 
B^nk in thecash-book of the on^^^if yp«r 
committee had not received ap ^durance 
from the Governor of the Bank, that ulvec*-^' 
tions have been given to discoutinue this prac¬ 
tice, withAgard to tlto and all other public 
offices. inconvenience to 

former mode was liable, appeared • 
* ^instance, in the course of the 
Jken %o less a sum than 291,348/. 
fb a^«tfour mont h^jgffi eBank, 
j^rmatioh of the^jspicnt 
being given|^%e paymaster; which, diough 
he ou^it certiunly to have received from ffie 
accf untaht in bis office, who was empIoy<;d 
in making the^ayitient, yet no good reason 
can be assigned why tlie negligence of that 
officer was not corrdbted by a communication 
from the Bank. A larger*ii)Sue of mon^y 
from the Exchequer, to the amount of that 
sUnK than would otherwise have been requi- 
redn&us^ have been tlic consequence,, and 
tl^ publicVere of course either Unnecessa¬ 
rily increasing ^excheques bills, and paying 
interest for a sum which ought to havebecn^ 
at their dis|>o8al; or sS^Iw^ltjich werr 
p|ii(^itb this money must hav^pea si 
ed ^jtunsin unsatisfted.—^The act 45 
HI. C. lb, having jr^>ealcd that of 1^3, i» 
now thlonly subristingact for regulating the 
busines^f this offices audit thcreiore beesune 


which tl 

last yea: 
fern: 
wkhout 


y®" committee to^Omwne 



Ur^ { TJtieL, pil%i 

ftt It hten f 5 m{jtM ^th-. cgr h«ff I m tm^ bwfinett* cr^t 

been feurid effefcrtrf, tm «We ^iftlsi^rpuW bJafgivfeirifti^lirf^yliyphe tfeptrii^nt 


w1^%it attempt* to’rftgQ<»te*-^Th^ tJttVe’ o^ 
nwlchig u]^ dve Sfl t 

hu nbt beetf otradKed, iHtf itt<ire tftsM <h*' 
da^se In th* Atidtot'i Act, 4!6 G«). IW. 
f41. stfet. #. aberi^e refetwl to. The dtt' 
'W’ith regard to re'gittteiftaf tfgerttrf, aefcf 
has indeed been a^nded to in’ tefrma,* but it 
haa been ibnnd of litilc u»e in prtcticii;bc‘- 
nause the’ pafrh&ster, having no means of 
knowing the balance in^the hands: of agents, 
haa no mefhod of controverting the statement^ 
which" diaga may <hink*pfoper to deliver iif, 
as to the aggregatobalatice Of Hteh- accounts, 
it being sdways poAiblc, that though an 
agent may be t debtor for one rcj^meilt 
(whM he h eonccftied for several), he rtisy 
^ a creditor on account of another.—The 
bOqks of titc office.have b^U brought up; 
Mbaequeot to the enquiry of the former com- 
ifiiKec, to as laite a' (&te as the nature of the 
case admits of; but at Aat period, and whew 
the .present paymaster was appointed in April 
1907, the fair cash-book waa nt^djrojight up 
later than to the/^Wfft»^f J^^^mb'ef 1 Sti6 ; 

en 
iety 

oT .appoi^Sbg persona duly qualified by 
tkteir kKowlgdgc of Urriting and aThhtne* 
and of a anfficient age to dilfdiarge 



bf'goVernnSent to ai^otiig, that! the form of 
s^ing would' Sborr«{if^xtnxe a matte# of 
cOdrSey dnd tl^t the pi^^astef ^ould^ act 

resy^hik aa he does at 
prfcseniA'^^fo'o jwymMtep^ theesa^ier 
ShoiiTd^dff^ied johi^fo sign eveiy dialf, 
vattw soft of attdltioUal cneck may p^aps be 
llitid upon foe latter, but none will be fat by 
the heitd of tfieoffice: and it hr Obv^ua that 
if Such hud been the estabUBhed pfactiCe of 
the office before thd date of the tWo drafts, 
^ich have given ocCasfon tb foisr enquiw > Ac^ 
paymaster woultfnm krtheffightot^M^^ 
ihave been*pietluded Wit, ftom cirS>^yTbr 
Ihe money in the V^ mode lie//ajr ‘nor 
•from deAiwlng h, for ar long^,s^ne, i« his 
>posS(Atsion.—'Fhe whole of the pay- 

'Office is so intimately connected with that 
;of the War-office, that it.is hardly possible to 
’ report fully upon: the former, w^out enter- 
ii^intoau smplr exandUHthm Of the fatter ; 



the duties of cterks in the once, if the 
prtsSent paymaster faWly 

tbhnd it necessary toTthkchdr^ tome of 
• those, who had been admitted 4^^ * 1 ^“ 

flee, ■ on account of their in 5 u 4 %feigi»w SntWiifc 
ejtfpciience.^lf yOUr comrtltte?»^jriot rfe-. 
corwmend.^hgF''iteration &rtl^power Of 
driwi«g,for money (to wD^j«r: amount) 
Which is at prcScltt Vested in foe pnymas- 
ler, Or in the Cashier, it is nrtt from any 
. Vt^t of cdH«deration bettotyed upon thil 
part of the subject: but !hey ate at a loss to 
know, if h be whhdiuyn from those of- 
fiem, in whom Jt can be lodged more pfti- 
perly, or wifo absolute security; for it is uh- 
qftdfoOfkable, that in some department at 
othur of government, H must ntcttftnrtly 
be*plac^. II* more signatures«thaw 
should be required to eiety draft, there Is 
- ^eUt Ask of the phblic service being coW- 
•slkn Jutf retarded., and. the inoonvemeftCeS 
r^#^etfluchjpaife, if * ddayS should bfein- 
LjMeed^^e first instance, of th^,«atiie 
*soA-<^ifo thfose which now occUr*aKr the 
patyiOents are made, and which tendnnly to 
obsMct the settlement of account, J^t hot 
tbeforvice itself. It would ine^lat^oiloW, 
saiywschdhtera of rftjtouribjpty.that, 



preven^hc*|fay- 
t; for the audi- 
itrlCd otl 


least al may be samcicift tc 
mustev'^ aecoUntS from wait! 
tin^ of those of army ageh;^W5d others, in 
Which her has wo concern, a^aover whom he 
has no coiptrol. To exaTn^wl^^hetller be has 
discharged his duty Iw iggwijl^jiioney upoil 
regular vouchers^ p?5ce^ng c#theKfrom die 
war-office or the treasury, cminol*-*v* a matter 
of ifttricacy, or delay ; .and if the secretary at 
war should be atptwrized to grant warrants 
upon account foruH servibetf not completed 
within the year, and to grant' upon his sole 
authority Warrants dor all other services, as 
more formal and regular'doeWto^nts chan 
letters, for every payment, foe samt: i^ctice 
being also introduced into foe trCasury^ll^focn, 
any issues are directed ^ihat t|>ard tor olkny 
Services; and if, forth^ the^Aitors shoA' 
be empowered and rtquircdj^ an alteratiol 
of ttfibact, (if necessary] to ramine separately* 
foe aCqpuwti of the cifor. A ./^^rij® as s6ou as 
they art presewtedf ..'iMjEUi; to compare 
every payment ult^ foe bawk cash-book, 
there is every rearan to expict, notpnly thsC 
every paymaster's (iccounf might bctecttled 
Wtihift a shore period after foe erpitation of 
«ntch year, hut that a substantial check would 
be provided B^in^t all rbmpfation to witl^ 
ifotiW motlCT firom the service for which *it pi 
igrant^d, when die detection of aw^ such mis- 
apnticalion tnnst^mnTcdiatM^ifoiibVf'foe ex- 
snunation of the annual accounts Compaq 
with {he cWsh-foook'df the bank. This opmiori 
pf your cOmmittep hr fbstifitd by mat df 




.fU>|u|)ioa jnjMlf to d^iup w^dimtt io flfi* 
un^taacey whiph 1 mtirt adniit to hare bcco 
aocoauU required by^ 46Gw.1tf. Ul.Wrre^. I conwle mywlf whhttokr 
ttct. 6. were ddiiij^wto theaudit^ffioe^ asipg* the publiQ wdl bare Buficred np 


jkhe diEiriaaa^ ihe board for ai 
coant$«who staled bj|be1ief*that 


»ct 
well at the 


__SBcrvice also referred to loss,-^Do you know of an^r other trapsaaw 

in »ecaojj,«6if tbe Wi&^a^TiHWjejb dunngthe tnue you wMW 

compued with tM gccount-int titJBt bookj ^ ^ ^ u ***^ of 

it would not for t^pajSnastors tl*Lke nature, anemg from &e trans^w 



fJline ifnder the obeervation of the commie- ning of this year? | apprehend it was not 
sionera.—With regard to rtBSUeiital accounts, known to the treasury, erer previou. to this 
and the difficulties which occur in expediting y“f—“kw by-wy other 
Nanii settling them, some judidoussu^estions ^Wic offi'x? Not to my knowledge. 

fr|e MtesleceStd bywour committee, wWolv Ettminatim »f the right hen. Themes Steele, 
•wii^^tve further eo.isideration, wrUenever slprU JO, ISO/, 

the J^,-^pingand passing acCounU in ‘‘‘f.l'**' l«>m lord Temple 

the WofSNtot^l come under their exami- to tord (.. tenirjle.] Have you any explanation - 
Th^lRprrsentsystemiudefective, to give « lefcienee to this letter f-This 



9 iitt<;c akve hot reo^wfiQ mro^iPMon 

to dct*miu*e. The simpliicB^ 
of the brltfh p4hnccted with the pay-o^ce, 
in the m.AoeV they have sugg^d, they 
venture to rwAirfmend as unqueationably be- 
ncficwl; and flbey tnjst that the aaqie princi- 


bave attenqttedTS^ustsfy UVBiHtf the two 
Bumj^ question, upem^M^^und that they 
aq^Ued ^reotlyfiTiMiK^i^ to public 
service; but that in former oridcnc^ 1 
acknowledge that they were not issued ^ 


r_ i. _aloHc wst Icsoonsiblc aod accountable for 



Siteele’s 


the rtgi 

The^two sums* mention^ by Mr. Thomas, | 


oimer examioation, and extract 
nijiw I enuni biin to Mr. Thomas.] 


we TZdVmy d^n7an^^^ *“ 

hS» in .«i4 that they were not itoued whoi^l kllu^m ^ lett^ud m my 
msiiauOTi I thought as others did ewftiuatMfc-;/v«re the principal* afitcen 

l^thelisS^^ long-been «ta- 

I was urged to do so by private blished there, and who uniforin^ ’ 

of a v^ popular nature, «h» «ke powiy the paymuster-gmeial to 

'v it ihrt t^^n my mind ; du*<=t ^ ^a<» oTraoney from the b;mk re. 

\yf*e frUmm u% he maincd unliputed by any of ihc proviaiana of 

"tfed I though Ahat by tbrecung *em tt^e « ^ » ^ J _ 1 ^ 


"rV-»ksa» »ii«r «l«a!d ot money to tne paymaster? i uia not.-** 
fraud. ^*'^^,"2tTfI^?^-ahortSne, but VylieSwr,.in point of f*ct,m any part of 

.an/imr the mnsideratiun of the % Af^f l3»la07» • . 


year 

rapV 


btought latay Youlare deiired to state, when and in 

board • they V® ^hat Anner you became acquainted with 

■ --S*y t ^on/relatbg to St^* two . 


J ^aaiaaia —^t " 

upon both sqms, by 
nods; whicia engaged to do- I caiuwt take Uiafta^- 


M^d|y the 10th offdbnAuy, 



IxxU] 


( FARL. P/fP£RS Commereud State 


\ • 

P 


IfbG, Mr. TlKsmaSi? with Mr. Harinood, 
and Mr. Bradshaw, two of the senior clerk| 
of the pay-office, came to my house; and^ 
after some conversation on other subjects, 
when they were leaving the room, Mr, 
Bradshaw, under some apparent enibarr 
ment, said he wished to apprize me, of a 
cumstance of an extraordinary nature wnich 
had occurred in the time of my ptedeiessors; 
that Mr. Steele bad, in the ye:ir 1600, taken 
two sums of 7*000/., and 12,000/, out of 
the cash yi the hands of the paymastcr*gcne- 
ral, on giwng his own receipt for the same ; 
which reefipt wis written by Mr. Wood, 
deputy cashier, li^thout any authority ha¬ 
ving appeared for the same, either from the 
treasury or the war-oflice; at which statement 
1 eiqircssed great surprise, and to Mr. Tho¬ 
mas some resentment, at the same having 
been delayed (ill 1 was out ofaoffice, and 
couM**apply no possible ramedy, observing, 
thctransacdonwas,on the face of it at least,a 
inost irregular one ; but that, from my long 
knowledge of Mr. Steele, I was perfectly 
sure he would be ableHo exp^a^^ so as to 
acquit himself tl^hg more, 

than himsdjv^ serious mpon* 

sibility; that^^'qbably had a t^her 
in' his poiysfiSion, but that in any event, 
it had been his (Mr. Thomas's) indispte- 
_Mble duty* to re^nd that gmtleman of 
^Se transaction on his quitting office in 1804, 
in order, that if it had not been ntis&ctorily 
explained, he migbfc ih ei^JsfcTe Sfsted it to 
me and my collragucs,^^ our appmntment: 
to w^ch Mr. Tliomai answqr^ he had 
called twoor three times at door, 

without fic^ng him athoM : slcl^ jusuft- 
c Mftvp ap pLj r l d'to render conduct still less 
exetifabie; because if he thdl^j^vlt necessary 
to see Mr: Steele 8n the subject? he certainly 
should have apprised him of his wish i£ do 
so, that he might be sure qf meeting with 
him. I therefore tleairedhim to write to Mr, 
Steele, to insure his seeing him, and to let 
me know, on my return from Bugden, whe¬ 
ther any interposition of mine with Mr. Steele 
would be necessary : ontheSOtb, Mr, Tho¬ 
mas came to me accordingly, when h^old 
me that he ha*d seen Mr. Steele, whoWd 
oencx^ly, that the sums before mentioneef as 
* deceived by him, were for •army services. 
Nwhalher, subseoafp/^ Jo the communication 
r?Sde by Mes^’Biudsbaw in the presence of 
V)gf Tl»r*s, you had any cominuasutnn 
'^h-Mr. Steele on the subject ;• i ^ 
wto was the purport of it r 1 h 
iional communication with Mr, 

^ 21 fit of February, which I consld 
. pr^t? ftaturc, being opt "pCoffi 



on the 
asof a 
bdt the 


w 

part^Bidars of Which 1 am perfectly willing to 
givel-^Ijlr. Rose Iwng'derired to proceed, 
stated,* that ^r. declined entering 

into particulars, notf<ljtt% himself at liberty 
to do it; that the advadm were made to a 
r> he sure which, 

for hci^ies^f a secret ;;.nhatthe wfat^ 

would be rqlkid, bittha^mldaotat tha^no- 
ment exactly u the ^me, acknc^rledging 
that he had no warrant, or oftier authority 
furthe issue: the advice I rave him was, that, 
under such clrcumsUnccs, I thought ne ^ould 
see cither lord Grenville, or the present paj« 
master-general, and explain to his lordship^ 
or them, somuchoftkctn^inctionaa shew 
satisfy them,^the w^ole, eerti)& 7 ^ViX/&y 
should jthink it nccesasiy; addi ng' ft 
was by^all eomparison bcttef^QT-vioqfSd do 
that in the first lUstanoe ^^rifl^UmBelf, than 
wait to give an explanatkm when he ^ould 
be called upon to do M ; cspeoally, as the 
precedent in this case would riiew to future 
I Mymasterspgeneral tho possibility of their 
l^lang money placed in uic bank on account 
o^e^Jblic, mr thrown artvateaceom- 
at any timan^^ they find 
tfaemreives under a pressing urgcncyrt(fd3 so, 
which was pl^ly agun9^h&|^pmt of the 
pay-offipe act. f wrote hfm the same 
evening, enforanj^ the advhi^ I had ^en to 
him in the morning ^ In a^wer to which 1 
received a letter, dated 234 r Aimary. 1306; 
—“ 1 will certainly fiSlTow ydj^ra^icc, and 
** take an early opportunity oKramndmica- 
** to lord Grenvffie the circumstances 
** which relate to the issue pftbe two sums in 
question: youtmay thcrefoTc, if you think 
** proper, apprise'rhomas of my in- 
“ tention.*’-—Whether on the same day that 
Mr. Bradshaw made the oamw/^ication re¬ 
lating to Mr. Steele in the ^cseiM^ofMr. 
Thomas, you, in the same convbi-sallm ex¬ 
pressed your willingness tP Qiter in u)k.mi- 
uute book a rnipu^. recon^ 

[notice of your successor 
Mto the six senior clerks tnxt, i nave no 
recollection, as to *on that 

day; but the mc^: agreed on 

by my colleague #id myselfpreviousTy there¬ 
to, it may have ^ppenedChat upon that day 
1 told *thcm I wpuld enter the mitiute. 1 
have no recollection of the minute being 
ante dated, but 1 think it probable it may 
have been so, as on the 10th 1 considered 
|rtnyself completely out of olfice. • * 

» 

Eefokt dr the 

'HouseOFC oMMoKS, ontheCommbw^ 
AL State o/the West^-ImdiajColo* 
M£S. Orderedfo 6vprtntedi ^ttg.Sf 1807; 
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r.VRL. PAPKRS.— ^f^i’^t~IiidiuCuh:}}ci 
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] he Cojiiniittf'r wlio were appointed to take jnecesSarily incurred 0^freight, insurr.urr. nud 

—, j » i‘. . '’^thcr me^ntile diarjpes, t)Cl\vmi e <t'iip- 

piiig the woods ill t'te colouio', and t'.icir U - 
prpc'jcdings, froyi^timc to tifne, to the ing ollcieu to maiket in llif-f^ nV*- 
lionse ot GQinjCwns : and..\vhO| h»g to;X^tiirr an a-i on .t onio n a. xo 

pQ'A'crcd tcj.rej^j.t the nfinutes- oj o/idence Vih'eh appear'; upon t'lis evidence, to h; the 
taken b('forc tliocivS anti to whom all mi- ab\hUccoht to dV j lantcr per cw». dfsvigal* 

l>c*‘orc* rct'.on ot' capita! ran a tach,* 
Upon u rcferciuc to 'bf averaj:'* pr.ces pu’'l 
hslicd in the lortlie last eight months, 

wliich vary lioin 3(/v. to 31'. giving » 
piicc of 335. (i(/., itapjtears evidenf,* ihai the 
planters must iiavc csiltiv'ated thc^f^stat's at 
a loss.—'riic iiUcTC^ \vlih»h lias l>een stated 
to your couumUco. as what should be the 
fair jnofit u^>on a capital of suclVa nature as 
that of a sugar c&tutc, c«*nf.ij^tng not merely 
of land ami negroes, but of buildings of 
great extent and cost, necessary for the c^ir- 
Tying on of such nmnufactui^s, and Sabji'ct 
to xMiioiis and per,uliar risks v^d Vicissitude?., 
is not less than 10 jjer cent.—DuViuf: the pe¬ 
riod of pjosperity previou.** to 1800, it is 
ted that, in general pioiiteflid not exceed 
that suiij'^iir^bth..t, period, tliev 

have gradually dio'ih'fthed per 

cent, f^! at the ijrcscnt niQ^ llht, tB^rc a; no 
return oi'iutere-t whiitcfffl^tt^ay perhaps 
bc/ight ti> notice one exceptior!/naively 
an estate mo'st lavourabl}* cii cu^utanced |n 
every respect, where tlic pr.ofits arc stated to 
have «mouuicd during the four years 1/515,. 
ir5Hi, ISptr f:ent.:but 

they apptSii’ ul o tfe^lKjyc declined ever since 

in laoi, 1802, 1803, and 1804, to*have 

bceh retluff^l*’t^^gbout li percent.; andin. 
1805, to 3 percent., and subsequently 
to havc^ff.TCcl a j>ti!l f.irther rtf^lucTton.—In 
the course their investigation of Jhe, sl- 
timtion of tlie planters, your committee 
thought it right to ascertain whether it might' 
not %e in tlieir own power, in many in- 
stancc.s, to rem?£lv fhe evils of their situa¬ 
tion, by converting their sugar estates to 
othar more profit;d)!h cultivation ; but tl^c, 
evidence on that point shews, that sqph 
conversion must be attended with so great *a 


n'fttcs •f evidence which wrre taken b^fu^c 
the c.^him ttee in the last sc^ uni of parlia¬ 
ment, ontlie VVcst-lndIj|pIuntei.s’ petitions, 
together with ihcir pn.'Cccdiags, wcie rc- 
fened; have, pursiiar.t*to the ojdcr of the 
bouse, examined the mattf 's to them refer- 
X r jwi; ivndliavc.a j;reqd ib tl\e folio win g Repoi t: 

soiunwtee have thousht it their 
dtity>,j(^lhc fir'-t pl^ce* to enquire into the 
tht. West-India phnterf at the 
present moTnSSbty.and for several years pre¬ 
ceding ; jsncl have Examined vaduu| respect¬ 
able witnesses, proprirtois of estates, wlio 
h.ivc resided many years in the VVes.t Indies, 
and who have had tl^e* ]>rn|>crties of several 
absentees under, their nuinugemcuf; and als/ 
many mcn:ha.nts intimately.acquuin^d 
the experts and W'ofiSg of a great 

;:cT.eillly ronver^nt witiji the 
\VeS-India Jcrcc, From' tlicir tcstl- 
Tiiouy it ap}X;irs,^that since the year 17951, 
there has taken p^^^e a piogrcssive d?tetiora- 
tion in the sitwatxon of tlie planners, resulting 
from a progressUje dimiiiution of thc*price (»f 
».ugar, aliW flC r5ii.;sawic time the duty, 
and »alktb p gj^ nces atteiuUng the cultivation, 
have bren fhcrciisin;:, till aj length the dep«s- 
sion of the market has becom--such, fh.\ttln' 
prices obtained for the las^euv's crop will 
not pay the cxnence c*^a»mivation, except 
upon estates on a gryat scale, making 
sug.ir of a yc j iy Ru^rior quality, or enjoying 
o:ber exi^^tfr dcw 'v advantages. Calcula¬ 
tions h^'c before your committee, f 

Jccounts of estates both in Jamaica 
■i^nt^hc othc;:y>sIands,- wiiicU it appears, 
tli^ the British ^inpplics ancf island cspcncc'i 
aptount ft) 205. and lOd. in the former, alid 
to 15 ) 5 , ,(jd. i« ibic hlftef, on the cwt. of su¬ 
gar, after accb<iiifth)j^yiJ^^iviiig credif for 
the amount retfeivcd fof the^e of rUm. As 
these calculationsa|pfornAw|)on an average 
of years^uhd upon.cstatesjof the ordinary 
strafe, afid in no rcsjiccts tmusually circum¬ 
stanced, it appears tu your committee, that 
these sums per cwt. of sugar may be ttk£n 


jwnsicnt of interest u^wn the^ capital j and 
your committfip arecopfirqiedin this o^jinion 
l^.ljpding a simibr calculation in the repoft 
made by the Bugar.distillevjr committee? in 
the las^parliament. To this must be added 
an exjienccof ftom l/i-v. SilMo I65. pei cwt.* 
Yol. 


sdcritice of capital, as to bc^utof the ques?* 
tion/ff a measure of relief..—With, a view tfi 
theiprotspecf for the future, they have obv, 
tuin^ a return ,of the qvRintity of su^r ats* 
present in the Wesk^dip. ^pefcs; ' 

iiicac sums i^cr twi. ui suy*, . which, and from olhef^Siaft.'®?;, U appofS;. 

as average cjtpence of cultivation, tncle- Lthat thjsquantity now on hand isait^sitaU^j^ 


great io^hs time of’year. ITie crop of lasftf* 
year ilso bn the ptrfnt of coming fnto the ' 
raarket.-yt should not be omittevl ^rthes* 
to state, Aat^for many years past thfrislan<ls. 
harp almoa ehtirely escaped the natu|ftUcaU- 
mifies ^of\urric;fhc^ Src.l which haver ovt 
• f ^ 
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^lonall^ proved deetnictive to the probity lever, as arc tlie evils of the decrease price 
in those countries.—In investigsi^ing thm and increase of char^eSfit docs not appear to 
causcsof that depression of the market, fromn your committer, that th^ are the ^ri^inal 
whence the whqlc of the planter's distress I causes of the distr*:ssVot the planter, b^ap- 
^ppears to originate, the fiist ohiect which [plying m^hiclL^lone aiq^rabtlcable reme- 
strikes your committee, U> that extruQ)y|i | ftyr^SjfcouW be ^norc ttAn FTxftiaUy relie- 
pary situadon ih which he is placed, wiftchlved; butthatthimainr^vj^andthatttfw hch 
prevents him alone Qn exce ption to every I these are ultimately to preferred, i^ the «ery 
pther sinjilar case) from indemnifying him-1 unfavourable state of tlic foreign nfUrkei, in 
self for the increase of duty, and of^othcr I which forinerly the British merchant en- 
expences attending his cultivation, Hy annoyed nearly a mono[x>ly, but ^hcre he 
equivalent increase of ^ice to the consumer. I cannot at present enter into comj>etition with' 
For it a^ears, that sii^ the year 1799* the I the planters, not only of the neutral but of 
duty on^gar h^s been raised from 20s, to I the hostile colonie^. ' The r^ult of all 
'S7s. and contingently to 305. cwt. { the I enquiries on this most important^iari' 
expenecs of the estates are calculated to haverj subject, has brought before tfaei 
risen in tnaqy ai;;ticles 50, and in others I grand and priniury evil, from wb^iLll the 
above 100 per cent.; and the price has feHtn I others are easily to be de du^t jKTiamely, the 
from 6*9 j. to 33 v. (jft, per cwt. the average 1 facility of intercourse bei^fen the hostile co.- 
of thp last eight months. As it^ppears olvl Ionics of Europe, under the American neii- 
vious, from the above statement, thattheltral flag, by means of which not only the 
duty is httvief than the article can bear at its wliole of their produce is carried to a mar- 
present price, it is suggested that it might kket, but ‘at charges little excec«ling those of 


be expedient) for the relief of the home mar¬ 
ket, to cxtcndtjj^i^iticiiue^iWfc has been 
adopted oi^ ^i^’*~conBi»«reut increase of tluty 
from ; sp ihftt from tlK max'- 

inum of duty'tpafh^ed, on a gross^rtce of 
^Os. affording SOs. duty and 50a. to the plan* 
t^, the duty sh|»uld be thrown back on a 
rimilar seSfle in proportion to the depresMon 
’ of the market, till the price arrives at 60s. 
gross, leaving SOv. (the o^gtnal duty) to 
•government, anddbj.jto^ie pUitler; qr, in 
other words, a rbduAlon of 2s. gross price, 
from the average then flxc(L4i;^l^-of duty 
OD ft reduction pf the im^^riq^f the new 
da^, aft %r u S0«.—An IncreaK of the 
bounty on the export h^ been also recom* 
m£n^d; and your committee m of opfoion, 
that it would afibrd great relief if given as an 
ftccompaniment to measures of resftpetion 
Upon neutrals, so as to render the expences 
on British and foreign produce equal in the 
■ foreign market.—A tconsiderable dep{jecia- 
rion in th^ pitce of rum having also t^ken 
place, it bos been suggested, that the cn- 
• touragement of the consumption of thaft ur- 
^tide would |>e ^ considerable advafh^e to 
foe planter. Tour commit^ are lyvare 
, that such focoucagement has been given, to 
' ft certain extent, but If it ^ere found practi* 
to 

Oooreasod 
^fcch«ft V 

Kiy bcneficjftl ejectsor # reaction 
of duty on rum might afford* relief 

fo the planter, wifobut loss to tie jipnant, 
which i^uld be ^deand^d bywlopnaaed 
^n^ihpdoa of * how 

I'- ^ ■ I . ; .1 * 



ice L whi|e a British planter is burthened 
Si the inconvenience,* risVand cx- 
p^ce, resulting frorfl a [tate of 
advanxages which the hoKile coJ/uks^OWc 
from the relaxation of that priifoi|*ie, which 
prohilvUed any ti.idc frotQ being carried on 
with the enemy’s colonies by neutrals during 
war. Which the eiietny hj^df did not per¬ 
mit to those neuitals..«kmajLpcace, may be 
in part estimated by referenoTlo'a statement 
of the imports into Amsterdaftrsibne, from 
the United States of America, in the •mr 
1806, amounting to 34,085 hhds. of come, 
and 45,097 hhVsU^ sugar, conveyed in 2l 1 
vessels, hereunto uiii exed ; and to a state¬ 
ment also ann«?^, oi IV aii^punt of West-- 
India produce, ^(lortedTlJnVifoc United 
States of America, bcu^^t^ch ttfu\fli^of Octo-^ 
her 1803, and 3CUho< Septembe^ iBq 6. •Iirt; 
point of comparative ‘ cxpei^, the hdvai^/ 
tages of the hcfttild 'coloni^^will he fiii|h^r 
illustrated by *thc evidenpe of Mr^ Marr^at, 
supported by satisfacto^ documents, which 
shew the chargy ^j Ssht^d insurance on 

polodite, through the 
United States Call Ariv^rica to the ports of' 
Holland and Jffa^erS|*and to tlvase of the 
Mediterranean,* to be less by s/* 11</. to 
the former, and by 13s. 6r/. to the latter, 
than those charges on British sugars to the 
same pcnt6t*~Vour committee cannot pmit' 
to stale also smother impotent advanfoge ca* 
jewed bydhd yreneb colonie s,^ fro m the sale 
tof d^rly the whqfo French m?ftanlile ma- 
rifie tp neutral^ »uqdcr the ^japuiation oT each 
vessel being return^ into French forts,, iq 
ordef to ^ navigat^ as French ships* wWa 
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twelvt^ montiis aftar .peace, atyi with the 
during war, of the sam® privi-- 
leges in the ports ranee, as if they were 
actually French, ifer instancy to irtiport su¬ 
gar at a dut}* Q,r.^)t. per ,cwt. less than the 
duty ^posed on-sugar imported in netitnil 
ycs|els,—In ordcTf'Sto counterbalance, in 
some djgree, the advantaged thus enjoyed by 
the hostile colonics, to the detriment of the 
British olantcr. It has been recommended, 
that a blockade of the ports of the enemy’s 
*^Mttlemente should be tesorted to; such a 
measure, if it could be strictly enforced, 
^ould undoubtedly-afford relief to our ex¬ 
port tra/V.-—But a measure of more perma-. 
lien! aira certain advantage would the en¬ 
forcement qf those restrictions on the trade 
between nciuial;, and the enemy’s colonies, 
which were formerly maintained •by Great 
Britain, and from the relaxation oi which 
the enemy’s colonic^btain indirectly, du¬ 
ring war, all the advantages of {ipicc; while 
our own colonics, in the intercourse 
whom that system of monopoly Xas 

been .bfld cssenliid to the commerciaf^and 
miiRrtiy pavy orthis country, is rigorously 
efnforced, arc deprived of the Advantages un>^ 
der which in fbriper wars they caroled their 
broduce to the loreign markets, and which 
in the present war, by means of ouc decided 
naval supcrlori^, would have amduntedto 
the exclufjve Nupply of the whole of Europe; 
and IK^se Cxtraordinaiy measures are 

taken into con^deratioA Which have Seen 
adopted to excli^de the British cdlonial pro¬ 
duce from the Ehropcan market, It appears 
to your committee ^be a matter of evident 
and imperious nel^^ty, «to resort to such a 
fystem a5^&^4i^>cding and restricting, and 
as far aii' pp^ll^&r^reventing the export of 
the prddiy% of theeiKmy's colonics from the 
of Its grdwthi shall compel the conti- 
' neAt to havcvrecxiur^ to the only source of 
supply wbibhj in that event* would be mien 
io it.-^As it muy be apprehended that, 
from She adojftion of Such measures,* dilH- 
culties migh^’^ik intercourse, from 

whicdi the \\^st Indi^ at present derive a 
ovisiderablc propaftion iif aome of their sujv 
plies, Jloiir committee h|vc thought it their 
duty to hiake enquiry into the resources in 
that respect to which recourse might.be }iad 
■ in such an event. During the only period 
^^iuh. affords an* example of the suspensioA 
oi*that intercourse, the eviderice concurs as 
to the cf a Supply havShg been obtained 
,(though not without temporary and pcca- 
^onsd inconTcmenCes) Yrom a variety of 
sources whieji may reasonably be relied up- 
tfiii in ^seoffuch ned^lty, at the^present 


moment^ to a grcatc^amount than at the for- 
hier period; From the examination of per* 
sons who, in consequence of their residence 
in the British Noitii-American settlimenti, 
or extensive commetbLd cbnncciions with 
fhsm, possess the best informution as to their 
present and future resources, there Ls ground 
to believe that some supply of the principal 
articles of lumber might be obtaiiunl from 
theime imihediately, and to e.\{)tct that, 
with due encourageracut, the quantity of 
that Sumily might be increased to any ex¬ 
tent.—-The supply of flour whiclTtbey could 
at present afford to the ^Vest-India market 
would be shrall, and of inferior quality* 
They apjiear to be capable of affording a 
large supply of flsli, and what deflciency 
might exist in other articles of salt provisions, 
might be fnadeup by supplies fVom ^urdpe* 
—Upon the whole, the impresrion whicH 
your edmmittee have receifbd, is, that tlie 
trade now carried on beSw^n the British 
West Indies and the United States of Anrlhri- 
ca^ is v^y convenietit ^nd advantageous to 
the inhabitants of (fur jf^pnies, and one^ 
which, they coufd not reliu^tsl?\^(bout es- 
senriaf detriment, unly^were compenra* 
ted by other advantages; but*tbat it is qpt 
eAcntial to their exittenijp, or Muivalent to. 
the disadvantages of their situatniij in thou 
respects which your committee Have Already 
gone through in the present statem^ent.— 
Yoiir commit!^ have briefly stated the dii-i>* 
tressed situation of^the ‘West-lndia planter 
^the caus^ y&hich have gradually produced 
his distress, jvhach are beyond biS reach to 
remedy, and which must continue^o ^)eratd 
with increased effect—and havin'g stated 
such mcaidtesof relief as have bceA sdg^bsted 
to them, and such ai, from the best sources 
of itlformationj appear raoAt adequate to tfao 
end in view, have only to add, that if those 
remedies are liable to objections and diffl* 
cullies, there^ is, on the other hand, the 
strongest concurrent testinion^f and proof, 
that unless some speedy and efficient mea¬ 
sures of relief are adopted, thC ruin of s 
great number of the planters,^ and of persqpA 
in this country, holding annuitis, and 
oftierwise dependent u^n those properties 
for their incorAc, must ineritably very soph 
take place, which iff Ait-be followed by thd 
loss of a Vast capital, advanced cfl Mcuririe-t 
iff countries, and by the rffbst 

injury to *thc commercial, majitim^ and 
fin^ciui interests oT Great Britain. 
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tiiK BANK (JP SNOLAND. cunr.f:tancc which attracted the notify of the 

—— r cominjtteor(in finance,'(XIV, ll,)\vho,rc* 

The coninjUti'c/appoiiilod to examine ancf marked, that,* 1 * wh^hcraijy further r<(lucti(HJ 
ronsidef what^egulair r.Rand ('Ik' cKshavc can or ou^dit to be thii* rate of ajlow* 

be.*n'establisi.ed, m order tti coiitrol these- ante,*'wasa phint “ for tftoyisdomofp.ulia- 
vcral branches of the Pub'.ic Kxp5.:'.dituniii ment to decide.*—Upoij.thcpjnt of the debt 
' Great Rii‘ain and I rcTand ; and bo^v fai»thc which forms the sWek, -th?rate of 

' Same have been cffcctiud ; and ^yl at^urther chat»c is not wnifornil The pro|«>rtiAi of 
' mcasuies * an be adojitud for icducinj; any 5812/. 13*- f'd- tq each mtllion, nhtfins wiih 
])art of the said cxjTrruliture, or diminishing regard to the greater jwrt, and the allowance 
ihc amount of salarlrs and emoluments, upon the rctnaioflcr beats the ornjlbrtion of 
Avit.boifVd(:liuTi''nt to the public service ; 10*. to ^ich-tniUion. 1 he whole ex* 

IDiRKoiKOtlicitearliastenquiriestothcma- pense of itianaging tlib-conccrn by the com* 
nagementofihc public debt, which the com- pany was, in the year ending 5th Januar;^ 
tnittce bn finance in 1/5)7, j ointed out as the 1807, 10,7'3*/. ol'which 4^spait^fo 

fir^t object under tlsclKSid of ex irtnditurc, in’ the sub and deputy governors aiulprcetors, 

• their 'llic annual charge is in nui.Mcf twenty-three, and 4,735/. to the 

of 1*0 inco..»idei'abL‘m'agnitudc ; and the clerks and officers, in nunjAfft thirtj-six, 
Ioi\'ing observations arc iiUeHtl^d to sliew 'I'he svuij annually ^wid by the public to ihc. 
how 'lar it mtij- adrnlt of redufctibn.—The South-sea company, is 14,713/. lO*. bV. and 
rate of*:dlowar 4 ;e settled Iri 178,fi, ha? not Ijecn about 70/. more for fees and allowances to 
varied since; but no documents arc preserved the cashier, 'I'fie pffjportlon which the sa- 
atjthe treaFiiry, or the bank, containing any Vuiesof th% clerks beais to the whole expen- 
CttlcXilatioiis upon wlijch it was founded. Tuture Reserves notice, and also the great 
The projwsid by Mr. under nolnliBr ofthe directors, rq^ to those 

general c^!W!W‘ifioi!S bf^'* the increased who superintend the extcrAivehuMtfMh|l‘|hc 
amounrtf tbs and a rellanc'e^on the bank.—'ll^e second exairq)le occurs 'in tiic 

diapositkm pf “<heH3ank to give ev^ry fea- more recent agrecrhetit made wkli the bank 
tihiiableSiccommodafion to the jiubli^ of Irelafid, by statute 40 Geo, III. cap. 3. in 

litnc at wh^ch the€grccmcnt wa< concluded, which the precise jUlowances then and now 
alfordingaprospcct of continued peaCe, could given td the bank of Fnglapfl, were fixed as 
•present no expectation ofa sptedy augiti*(»rta- the standard for managing'^e Jcish debt, 
tioh of ihc debtif much less pf such an aug- though the debt of Ireland di ^nbt^ Jgi <hat 
meritiftion as has fipce l^n inci/rrc:(ft—VVhat- year, vrqujil the capital of the Scjuffi^a com- 
ever may have liceft the computafiofi upon |)anv', being between 21 and 22 millions, 
which fhc. bargain was .concluded, it is tO be —The managemenf of ^be public debt in 
observed that the lowest tAfc ft which a part America may also some illustration of 

of the dchfwasthefi managed (.being iy6’07.p4r this subject,’ ihouj^h itl^jftcrs in cue material 
miltion) wu^ not atfojited aS the sjmdard ; and respcc t, from the .businA^^raij^ctcd by the 
consequently, n^n the annuities created in hiwik of Fngland, inasmU d^s the banks, of 
178h, an inconsiderahle increase of expense the Qniicd States iinddrtalfeimbtly the jiay*- 
aCcrued in equal.iing the whole, while Vpon ment of^the divideitd^, the trnnllers'^iiig 
eteiy- other jjarf of rhcMebt^ a saving made at the public ofljtM of dy gOvetamen^ ' 
Was eflecled by reducing tlic allowance iVom t'pon this acco*unt, and from the limited 
*562/. 10 *. rfo 4^50/. fofench million.—The number of stockholdeis (who do not exc^i^d 
inauagement df the public funds differs so 15,000) t.heir trouble, cxjpcuse, and risk, 
mawrfilly S practice from alt other meroin- scardbly aclmlt of cp^jjjgriso^with (he Lank 
fito'Xtf'banking trah'Eaclions, that it is not ehsy of fLiigland. I'he A ifiericim banks transact 
'■ tl^^Sb^h *a' 'SdtislactOry criterion for fixing this business free oilullexjviuwtotJicgovcnj- 
■ thb'’c4tlMiis4ion -at which so eJrtensive jrod mentthe balances leflE ip then hatK^* wh*ch, 
‘tH^i^icafed a ‘cpnccTH ough| to be conduct- are used for their^idvantage (like thofc depo- 
ed^'btittbere afe fi^instauces, the same in sited with any private Ixinker) being consi- 
kitfd^hnd dilfein^TOTity in degree, which dcrcd as a sufneient compensation.—Assn- 
^^^^ttentibri, as they tend to thro%,so||nc ming asaninconti'OVertibliiMiroposition^flj^li- 
‘"iwUIiTion the sUbjcct.'-^The first Ojr^ese is cable to all mercantile cOn^rns, that,.li pro- 
’lifwto'flhe South-S^ company,'which con- ixirtioh as 4he'scale of business becomes en- 
‘Xlinues to mana’j^ own porfiort of tb^lcbt TOrgcd/ the rate of commifsioii may be^ r^- 
' according- to the original wloWancc^w ar- dneed, and that a moderate copimission'upou 
\ *Jiingei»|nid'" wiUi tS» battk in l786‘,*; not a large business produces a greater propor- 
*‘*Tu1l5fig%ecu ciftci^dytdthlbCoinitmy^ Xcir- tibntit;^ profit'thtHi .a high^p irate upon <Jnc 

^ s.. , • f"! .... 4 
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more confined, h is obvious t!iat a cVarge of 
uHuwnnce, which may be reasonable upnnj 
iJO 01*23 mi!lio/i9,, becoinee ,i) o‘u<;e and *| 
extravagant .upon 3 or 6 liundrcd millions. 
—l*he actual progves. of thciUbl comes next 
to be ennsiderrd, which, on the 3ih .lanuary, 

I reO? was ^24,H)?|424/. and the chaiges <»t 
m»nag%i'icnt were then (at^ouUng to the tc- 
duCQd%calc of allowances) 100 , n4b/. On 
the 5ih of Juiiuiiry, I7*)7, the year in which 
the eootinitteeon financc*rcj)ortefi, the jirinci- 

pjl ordebtuoredrcnieil was2J2|St)2,4 H/.Jthc 

charges of manai ement up^ui which, so far 
as concerned the bmht were 113,343/-—^On 
'tjic 3lK of January,; IHOO, the year ot tlic tc-* 
nemil of the charter, the principal of debt 
unredeemed was 37 fi»l 85 ,^ 0 lA ^iid the 
charges of mauagement, received by the bank, 
weic 170,033/.—The debt unred-.cmed on 
the 3 thof January 1807, was 330,4M.3l4/: 
and the charizes of managenient, rcc.-ived by 
the bunk, were 2(>;^Slb/. to which must be 
added 5,687/. on account of the Austiiui 
loan, actordlng tothc'sanic rate^of coin- 
misViotp Vlie, allowance of 4000/. to- 
wyds-the- cxptnc'-s- of .the house, and 


takesi i)lacc in these last artidet, of which 
tiie bank^do not kcep’any tlistinct account, it 
is to be noticed that the whole increase of the 
office's \vIk> actually triy>/act the business, 
in the lust eleven years, is only 137, whose 
Linnual cxpcnce may be from 18,449/1 W 
^4,2<;0/.; the luUlition to the other perina* 
n^nt ^jharges being probably about one-half, 
or ttvo thirds of tTi;4 sum; but that the ad- 
tlit.onal allowance for manat.'cment in thfc 
last*tcii years, is mprethan 155,000/.. This 
general conjectural Sstimutc of tluf. expenccs 
iictu.dly incurred bj^the bank exhibits, if ft 
be near the truth, the cj^arge which would 
have attended the management of this busi¬ 
ness by government, if, previous to the ar¬ 
rangement which took ^lacc in 1786, it had 
been thoiiglit advi able to atiop^ the stt^ges- ^ 
tton, formerly made by the audi'om of public 
aoc'uinta,* when this whole maiter^cvas re-^ 
ferred t(» them by the treasury.—Their re- 
porj, already printed in XA^. 30. weU de- 
sci-ve.s the ennsideration of the house; and 
particulaily the estimate t\ief formed of the 
real value of the senrUy, -■^^diich they suppo- 
sed 


1 nii^ht Ije executed at “IH tjjan one tliird 

."rihe" oriXi 'aUowancrof-1on of .1,.Aar^e 
4, 000 000/- purchaseci f.om the South-'.ea a rate of allowance ^^r.l8//. lOj.foreadi 
romplny, are in a.Ulirion to the hBore men miHi*. when the <kbt no larger kan . 

3 sum. The incMa«e in the estahllsh- fas been belore statecl.r-Your comnnttee. 
r^mrof the bank, which has been rAclcretl nc however they may approve the general pnti- 

cessarvUvtiieW^rsivaaugmentationofth;, c,pie of the masoniug contamed m that re- 

Sb 6f thXbusiness, consist, principally Pott, arc far f^om t.n.ikmg that such a trans- 

Mr.” a«.tion to the number U cWks ; ^ <han* 5 ement would have been ettpe- 

«• whom, “mwMenuUr employed in the d.ent or dcsn-ableiS itself, bemg of Ppm.on ; 
or wnom ulc wm c that the #dcbt can-be managed no whei^e 

pubht bumness, cxcusivcy, i , and m comwo«iously, and that it ought m 

i. '*-».!■' «““|£ “'WF'y.»« 

w ^ ^ * .* u the bunk.— 1 he cominiltec on finuna xo mr 

fwav he caLcuIat#^.ifa at an aveiuge, .it between ^ .* • 

7 s> 0 / Hnd%^foretxh-Qlerkl takintr them "“htor^ol the j.ublm ac- 

ut mr. tJl>^eds the average of t),oSt ■'».“> tn^nate an op.mon ... favour 6f 

.“mnloK the iuth-seu house” the sum tl. rednefon oftheetj.st.n.rate oWlovvance 
«cmpioyeu in iuc ^ / ro 7/10 for miiHuging* the public debt. , ^ey state 

is, . % • 'V' '• * '6^’M)l) “ thill tin* bank, over and above the charges 

’• (./management, arearcustomeg to recriveaU 

. * n «mVn- !jw.inci.*s fi Oil! tlic public, it the rate oi 805/* ' . 

eitlie^ofwbiofe two lust sums wouK^l jjer million* for receiving comribu^ 

biy be suffici^t t^rovide a snperunnua loiin. ;■ and 1000/. or sometimes"' 

fund. 'lhe*v*?fy irfcdcrate salaries ,^, 0 , 0 , jor &>ntril'Uiinns to 4be lottery • siiit 

by the governoi^ dc|>lty governor, ^ , 5 ,,, fhpvS.sive the benefit of hohlinff all tlie 

rcctonfe^amoimt Jto l>etwcen 7 ana.8,000/.: 
and only a imrt of thCse^nust be cooMdered 
as com^ns.ition for the trouble of supenn- 


tending the public business 

flicklvntol exiiencjs and sund. ies inny bo os- ^ 

• at about ***.*# v ir/ri.' 

Buitaings additional, and 
Law col^Bfice*, and lo/»e» by frauds and ult- 


di.it theyS.avc the benefit of hohling all U)e 
money for halt-yearly# dnadends,-besities .. 
having the custody;^/ cash for the navy and- 
army \crvlcc8.—Uixjn reviewing therefore 

tht*^ circunwtuncts in the p;;escnt 
fl^7)i ijnd without questioning the groprie« 
ly of the ttirangcmtint made in 1780, when 
the public d«bt was so much inferior in , 
Ws.at;.b.«t . . ..un^^nt, your commhtw^cam.ot fmbe.ir to 

Wthout beincr too rttinUte in endeavou.- sta^a, a question sul^vag 

«lc.S« wbak vercaae may l.u.e t.|; #f ^arham.nt, wlti^tr a fSrtlvtr . 

, t * 1 A • 
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dtxction tJ^txpente cannot, and ought Hht, to 
be made upon this branch of pubiicvexpendi*^ 
ture ?•* — Besides the hiangcment of the* 
debt, the bank X^e large trantections with 
rile public, affording a considerable profit 
to the corporation} into .the nature and 
sunoiint of which, for the purpose of la^ng 
Ithe whole matter before fhe ^ouse^it is 
projjcr to enter.—The amount of the several 
balances of public ntoner, lying in jtheir 
hands, are firat to be statpd : 

1. The asrerage balanced the caiih kepi ot tbo 
Bank during the threb mMths ending the 5tb of 
January 1807, under the head of cuatouis, excise* 
hod stampt, appears fb have beifn about ^.46^,000 
- And under the head of the post-ofACc, du¬ 
ring several months In 1807| in which year 

that account was first u>ened, about - * 120,500 

• ^ ' X. 4777560 

2. The average balfihcc of sundry otker 

hocona^ durihg it similar period of three 
months,«to 5th January, 1807, viz, under 
'the head of paymaster-general of tho 
'finxlcs, treasurer of the navy, treasdrer of * 
the,ordnshce, bairack-master-general, 
iraMSport*ofiice,kgent>g€ti«ral hf the vo¬ 
lunteer,treasurer dfCbotsea bospitali sura 
veyor-geiieralofi^ocls anXMhrests, aCcouii- 
'tant-gea^l<9rt!XeMurtofchoi»cery,and , 
'CommisriljnerB for me. re duetton the * 
land-tar- - ... 1,531,974 

<1, The average amount of tinCItiiued ^ « 

^dividends ip tbchandseiftbe bank,during 
180(i, appeari^ have been . l,34t,154 

Deduct the sum lent to go- 
rernuieat on that account 
withtmt interest . . • 3^6.739. 

. . -^ gi64,4l5 

4. Tfte average balanco during the pe¬ 
riod .of three months, to 5th January, * 

1807, in the hands ot commtssianegs for 
ther^uerion Of the national debt, drising , 
from tbo dividends received by the com- 
miarionen on the stock {ntrehased py 
ihem^ aim froip the i|me of sinking fund 
money . 1,488,073 


,£’.4,46129tW 


,5« ^ balance of cdbh to4i very 

large ain<mt, consists of sums lying no- 
tnliiaUy in the exchequer, \gl)ich never¬ 
theless actually BQcnmnlate for the bc- 
aefit of tbe bank, and are for the most 
part apidicable at the end of each quarter, 
fu the payment of dividends. It is tire 
vestablUbed iisag^ at t1>e bank to draw 
dttfly froof.the exebequef the sevej^l 
Sains in qaestion as th^ accrue, deposit- 
h}g indbtfd exchequef^iils in rct|im fur 
(Iteir own imtes.whioh an r^aived as im»- 
ney. ‘This tieposit is to vonsideri**! sim- 
' ply as a security for tfa& public money* 
dra w ^ auisyf as the growing fnterest oi<. 
She fxiPequer bills boloiigs euflrvly to tlm 
4Mtnle>; an&l in case aUthe excbt*quu;r billtf 
pna^Miril by tbe bank, wbicb they think 
Bt.|^pp)y to this pmjHMie, prove iusuf- 
it ftirthe uJjole Mum, the suiplus ie>. 
a ia %)o exchQyuer in the*shapc «if 
: Aato a r— ff ibat}^5 tbmf trfen out of 



j 


eirculiition amount oocasippill'y to seve-^ s 
rat miUipnsy^nd by their detention in the 
cxchcqner, both the bank and tb<* public ' 
are placed in circumstanoct substantial¬ 
ly the same as if th6 iibtCs in question’ 
were carried to t^e batik, and canHtituted 
a balance due to thd )mblic pp a dqposit 
account, difibring its no fvspedt from ' 
othoV deposits. ^ ^ 

'Mic total amount <if exchequer ttionoy,' ^ 
by wliirh the bank may thus have profit¬ 
ed, WOi 


In1806 
Jaiu 10 
Feb. 7 
Mar. 7 
Do. ‘J6 
April24 
MayC3 
Juiic20 
July 18 
Aug. 15 
Scpt.ia 
Oct. 10 
Nov. 7 
l>t*c. 5 
Dec. 19 

X. 


1 FSchrq. 

€ 

Dank 

liilis. 

hIotVK.> 

29490CM) 

8000 

274.5000 

9ao() 

471.5000 

15800 

6739000 

15900 

b4997000 

11300 

6943000 

1017400 

6009000 

dOUBlH) 

^395000 

1.5600 

4789(^00- 

10L420U 

4l2t>000 

4515100 

5102000 

4019^)0 

4^V>000 

151281)0 

.3K700(M) 

3007200 

gI398000 

3012200 

65162000 

21169.000 


TotalSuia 

'>9570tl(f 
27.54000 
47.'30800 
675i9(Kr 
50080W) 
696.»40Cr 
902 r>(K)i> 
43‘20«>0(f 
5»im00 
R 84 I 100 
9121700 
5782800 
n877‘2O0 
7410200 


tca.'iiooo 


'I'liv average amount of this total :>um i'i 6,167,921^ 

* -1e‘. lU,62M9t* 

To lhis«Aim mny be added a balance 
of a temporary nature, which has re¬ 
mained fey no inconsklembie time in 
the tiTUik, On account of the comiTiis- 
sioners under the convention witlT the * 

United Slates of America, and w'hich is • 

part^of^00,000/,*uriginnUy deposited 
and gradually reduced to . . ^ 

ToUl average balances . . •. 


475.029 
X.n.lu4,9i9 


Your committee are awWM, that in thus exhibi¬ 
ting average tialaiicciLof caSl^lii the bank, instead 
of the several actual balance««eiicy tnay possibly 
he-considered as presenting on uiT^ur view of the 
fubject ; but it must be aklasVTOS^at however 
fluctunting many of the mdividual baibnecs may 
bo, tbe aggregate isf»c\t*r lilclXtii vary materially f 
and that in parilCular, if^he balapcea of cschc- ^ 
quer money, which kre moderate ift tlse early porf 
of cgch quarter, and extremely* large tootards the 
conclu<4ion of it, ere compared with the balance^, 
of the,commissioners for the hTufemi^ fund, aw'd 
those on account of unn^ ili^ends, both of 
which ore large in thd boginuihl^f each quarter,- 
and suiali towardsthe eq|d, ihqHggreg^rtc siun under 
thexe prniorpal heads aill l.c^found tq fiuni»l^9 
stationoty hainocc of a aio^f important ^pmunt. 
The document-* fn'nii the baiik, l^hdtite etobr-quev, 
which could conveniewtl)* be ftirnisl^ed, da ilot af¬ 
ford* an exact statumeiit of the whole actual ba¬ 
lance of public money in the hanfds of the hank, 
an any great number of separs9e and ^ven days; 
they, hpwever, give flw foliowinjrrsnlts, viz. Ufat. 
on the llthof^lctbber, 180^, thetinre igwdiatelp 
preceding the paymentoftlie divIdends^tTC siii^ 
the hands of the bank* under the first idCntfOne^ 
head, of customs, kc^ was < . .* « df* 

Under tlie second bend, ^ ^ 

ofpayinastcr.gcncrfil,ltc. • • . r 1^8,909 
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Und^ the thh’d liead» of 
unciaiitfcd divideiid.-*, oil 9th 
0(ft. » . . . , 1,033,175 
Deduct 3^6,759 


656,43G 
.369,19? 


Under the lnurth.bca(l, of 
the cuniiniskioiiera tor Ihc 
sulking fund, Act, 11 ^ , 

Und u^dcr the fifth head, 
of cxcbtt{uer money', they 
were, on tlje lOih of Octo> 
b|B', theilay on whu'h » 
the exem-quer monthly ac- 
cuuuUuere modei^. , . 9,1‘21,»’*00 

« 

Making the total on .the 
9th, 10th, and llth of Oc¬ 
tober^ 1806 . f ‘ ' 

To wliich, if the money 
vc'sted in the American 
CuininisMonen be added . , • 

'i'he Total actual by- 

laiicua aill be ... . 


10.16T,3?S 


11,?C3,'201 

4 


475,029 

10,198,236 


M^ricy of American ctyn- 
misiBiuncri . .... 


r . 
Total 


Dtci* . 

*75,0^ 


19,U18,3^ib 


They also shew that, » ^ 

On 8 Nov, customs, 

Acc. were.587^904 

On Do. PayipiaS'f 

* ter, &c. ....... 1,416»85^ 

Oi) ^o. unclaimed dirs. 
probably • • ji . • • 1,460,000 } 

Deduct 376,7.'19 


l,(>8U,2i*l 

On Do, sinking fund , 2,ll64i^3» 
7 Noy. exchequer: 

Fxcliequerbills 6,42*?,000 > 

Bank notes , 1,512,800) 


.5,782,800 


8,98^2^ 


Together 
Money of American com* 
missioners .... 

Total . 


10,986,171 

47.5,029 


11,461.200 


They sib'o shew, (line on the 1st of November, a 
pcritid of ybwU three wc*‘ks suh’^qru’nt to the 
payincut <»f the dividends,' the Imlnuces under the 

fiist head ijustoia., &e. were.608,13.3 

Under tin* Koetiifd, of jiaymustei, 3tc, 1,360,051 
djiider tl'.e third*, oruii* > 

ciaiuivd divirleiids . . 1,5.5®,14V 
Ub before 370,739 

1,182,Uj5 


Tt thus appears that the ag^gatc actual ba¬ 
lances, in four diilcreot periods of the quarter en¬ 
ding January 5, 1807, so far* as these balaneeh 
can be stated, ftuctuatcil onl}' between the sums ^ 


10,986,171 I ,5 11,723,207 

475,029 ^ I •475.029 

11,+61.2U0 . 1^,198,236 


ITtvder the fourth head, 

of siiikhig fund . . 2,217,171 

Aii l, ttoiler toe fifth, of • 
money, they 
^ere.Nov <‘mber 7,the day 
no w hieli the exchequer 

nioiithly atcnurits were 
fnade up (being 4^270,uOOf. 
e\chi-q. hills, and 1,517,00/, 
bank notes) , . 


.^5,782,900 


Money Of Am^carfeOm- 
fnisVioners « . . 


9,182,S76 

)l,U8,lj60 

475,029 


Making the total a.ctunl ^ 
bulaces On the 1st and 7th 

pf Nttreniber, 1806 . 11,6£3,189 

! They also sl^ewtb at, -—“— 

' On bcp. 1, 1806, 

cutAoimii Aeweie. 954,735 


Pjy- 
, f • • 


.5 


On 29tU Nov. 

-- master, Ac. 

On Dec. 0 1, «M»- 
claiiocf dividend# 1,173,129 
Deduct . '376,739 

7Jo,39a 

pn thcC9{h Nor, 
siiikiiiigVtiml . • 1,511,815 

pec. , evchequi'r • ^ 

. 3,a,70,0t0 ^ 
ItauknQlcs 3,01*7 ,‘jOO 
i ■ . —a. 6,877,200 


1,403,155 


The excess c^t the actual batai^es of tbib 
perioci above the average balan^ before 
stated, a'iseg fiom fne CircumstanGe of it# 
j liuving been tbouglit proper, in stating thbse 
’ average btilanccs, to forhi the Cftimate of the 
average cash iii the exchequer from an ao* 
count of the whole ye.'ir.^'Phe magnitu^ 
of these balances, and of the profit wbioh 
must be derived fiipm them (a profit whicki 
is likely to increase during the war, but which * 
may be AiMer ^ to dimimnion on the return 
of peace) his attracted the jdtttention of yourv 
committee 00 less than ^hat of the allowaooe 
for the ipanagement of the nutioAul* debt* 
'I'he annual interest calculated upon thein 
amounts to between 5 and 000,000/. In the ' 
dse of a private- banker, fioafing balancfS 
cannot be &nsi({ered as productive of a 
profit equal, or nearly equal, to the wfa^e 
intercut upon them \ beqtuse, iboth the char¬ 
ges of the maiaigement of the concern, and 
the iiiteruklo^t by muintaining the stock of 
ready money deemed necessary for securing 
the punc^ality of current |Saymeiit8, operate 
Uargely iA diminption of such profit^ but;ia 
*^thc case of the hank of1*-ngland, the charj^* 
belonging to their«banking transactious 
govenmqcnt luust evtdciitly.be small ipopoH 
^p;>rivon with the profit of tlios^ tSiSxuA^ 
transactions. The aggregate l)alaoces of 
public money, in the hands of the bantr, 
Iftive been shewn to admit of no greAt.fiuqtUt 


•T^getUer 


* > 


9,185,405 
^r,5l3r.95 


ut^rji; nor do they require to beprq^idec]^ 

fri (especially* at ^e present 

t:|eans of astoiAc ot 4^iiprodac^ve taoneTa'^Ac 
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^otcsof thrbanVitsclfbeingemployedtamcftltation amounting prol)ably to seven or eigh^ 
any such occasion.—Your corumitfrc there- »mIIIion^) lias not permanently f^ini^ishcd 
fore are iaclinccl^to consider a sum equal tu the. notes in 'circulation, is proved by 
5 percent, inters* on the average balances the annexed arcount oi' notes in cireulb- 
in question, to n? not far from the amount tion between thc^7tli of February, 
of the profits arising /rom this source* and the Istof P'ebruary^ 1807^ by w^ich it 
Xbesc profits undoubtpdly are intenni *cd appears that the notes* exclusive ot* t 
with the other profits of the bankf buT 4hcir 3 pound notes, 
general amount may, without difficulty, he 
distinguished and ascertained. Excepting 
the sum joined by the snanagement oi the 


and 


On 7 Feb. t71».5 
6 Feb. 1TP6 , 
Aufh.n I Fib. 180 r> *. 
.And 1 Feb. 1806 


12,870,.5o8 

11,2155000 

12,8;)6,'5'» 

12,3LVH,430 


, , A ^ ^ *And 1 Feb. 1806 .. . ^ 12 , 3 LVH ,430 ’ * 

public debt, and of louMand lotterirs, and 'phe fluctuation'in tbosc. Is years (with the 
by tnidc in bullion, the whole gam of the exception of a short pfripd preceding the 
bupk must ohvioiiWy consist of irttcrest on suspension of the cash -payments) w.ns only 

e ciima lent^ • nnrl the flrfiminf nf fhn I _ .1 _ _<* •• > rt t-K M.'... r . 


vanous sums lent; and the aifcount of the between the sums of ll,.';8(t,3'80/. and 
daily interest §0 accruing, must necessarily 13,845,$00A to which last-mentioj^d sum 
bear.an exact proportion to the total daily they amounted on the 25th of JauuarjM 80l, 
amount of the several funds in their hands, a period not lonj; subsequent to the day of 
d^uctiro being, made for that ^rt only, paving ih« dividends, when a more than or- 
which IS kept invested in cash and bullion, diiiary issue of paper nuist be supposed lo 
these being the enly unproductive aiticles of hi,ve taken place, bince therefore each au-r. 

ony moment in which their funds can be em- iiientauon of the government balanced, 

be at* first attended by a di¬ 
nk paper, is fcjlow^d by a 

productivequalijy of somc-of these balances, proportionate rt.-issuc.of flmt paper, and 
It scems^ro|)er to enter fidly into the sub- .since, hi return for tlie paper so rc issiicd, ad¬ 
ject; if doing whifi^, the circunistanres clitionul bills-arc discounted, additional ex- 
which accompany and folloiv each’augmca- chequer Ulls arc bought, or adcfit'ional loans 
tatjfiu of the govemment balances, most be t\nnislied to government, (ail articles 
minutely detailed.—\yhenevcr an addition etiually yielding interest.) it follo^v.s that' 
is mvle to the amount o( these balances, it is those addiliors which are n^dc to the bn- 
cfFectcd in general by a payment into the must he considered as prorVicing a 

4)ank of their own notes. J he gotc%so paiti corryiOQjiding increase of interest. *l’lt7*^jro- 
in arc.-cancelled. ‘Ihut a reduction takes portion wdl be cxa^t,-whenever the notes' 
place in the circulating notes,'and gtese notes suppressed aic exactly restored, prov ded 
ttfe a fund, which supplies, in tjjcstime m^n- the quantity of cash and b’dlion continues 
per is the government balances, the mq^ns of ipreciscly the sam*-,—Whctlier the cash ami 
Jemling at interest. ■ Every such reduction -.bullion in the bank have b(*cn augmented 
pf nifiteif, howevcij must be considered as since the same period of 17 .<) 7 , and, if aug, 
temporary', bccaure the maintenance of the naented, whether in a material dcgrtc, on 
wrculating bank paper at the accustomed^r t|,e ground of the increased magnitude of^ 
iicarly the accustomed ixpint^ is fhlt by the balances due from thc'feank to *th«‘ 

V.— * .-"<..1 . I* .,. .. 


go- 


^nkers and merchants of the metropolis to vernment, is a question into which your com- 
oc necessary to the regularity of current pay- mitt^e cannot, from want of documenjs, j ar- 
Wrtfs, Bills pf*exchanrre arc therefore oT- ticulaily enter. They conceive, however,* 
to the Irank to be ^^couutcd, in such that if an augmentation of the cash and bul- 
quantity a* to restore the amouit or nearly ijon be admitted, it myisr ki-cmisidercd ua 
'ih^ amount of notes cancelled by means of principally intended ^ mcet any demand to 
any increase of balances, unless t^c bank it- which the bunk may 5t exfjftscd by its circtts 
^ S|^f, by delivering notrs.in payment f&r lating ])aper, and especially si'. a provision for. 
exchequer bills which tb^-y niTty have bought, t|,g payment of their one and two pound 
|>r for, Joans to govtrnmfht, should have ren- notes, the circulation of which may cease 
defed the application ftr additional discounts whenever the bank shall have resumed its 

^IpneeeisRry. 7*his application for addititmiri -- -- —-- ^ 

di^cotibt^ on the occasion of an increase of 
. balances, must indeed brdinarily precede 
tfteb Sficreate, and furnish the means of ef- 
tt>—ThdMbe^gl^t /»!ign)cntaw<| of 
•^vVoAfnt balandQ 
pkec since tlf 



flkyments in cash.—In tho* evidence upoj^ 
this part of tjxc^ijihject, it is admitted, that 
th& notes of the Dank* arc prorlxwtivc of 
profit: but it appcqys to be assumed, tliatche 
government balances arc only w> in prfipor- 
. I ^ they tend tp ^gment *he amount qf 

(an . ^irfiercas your committee ase fiflly 


<;bank, whichSas 



scvlil 

• 

persuaded that both balances and botes, arc 
and must lu cesSvUily be, productive.—The 
t'linds L?r ihe bank, which are.the soiTrces ot‘ 
ptdfit, and wiilch ronstitute the measure*of 
the sum have to lend, (Mjbject only to a 
deduction on ac count of cash and bullion,) 
may 1^* clas^d uiul^r three heads.—First, 
thessunj received from d;ieir propii'tors 
as capital, together nitfiTTnc Kivings which 
^ave been added to it.—Secondly, the sum 
received# from persons kee]>ing- cash at the 
bank. 'J'his sum consists of the balances on 
the deposit accounts both of government and 
of individuals. Jn IfO*, this fund, inclu¬ 
ding all the balances dfindividuals, was only 
5,1J0,140/. I'he present government ba¬ 
lances alone have been already stautl at be¬ 
tween eleven and twelve millions, including 
bank-notes deposited in the exchequer. 
—Thirdly, the sum re<*eivetl in return for 
notes jAit into cir^'iilalion. A corresponding 
value for every note must originally havel>ecn 
given, and the value thus givtb for notes 
constiiutcs one part of the general f^nd to be 
lent at interest. yV note-holder, indeed, does 
not,j.litI'er essentially from a person to whom 
a balance is due. Both are cicditors of the 
bank, the ru^ holding a note which i*' the evi-' 
dcnce of the debt dug to him, ^le other 
having the evidence of an entry in tlic lcdg<*r 
of the bank. 'Jdic sum at all liim-ff lunning 
at interest wi^l be in exact proportion to 
theJjijnount of these three funds combined, 
deefnetion being made for the v;iluflx0<^ash 
T and bullion.—Under the three heads above 
mentioned, first^*of capital and savings; sc- 
cdiidly, balances of deposit accounts ; and 
thiidly, notes in circulation; all the sums 
arc slated winch the ixink would have to dis- 
charge in the event of the winding up of their 
utf.ifls ; and tlicy must of course liave asst ft 
jiutbcicnl and avadable for this purpose, wliich 
assets can only c6tisiM ofcasli and bullion, 
and securities for money Ibnt.—In whatever 
degree •therefore any one of tin* three •first 
mem ipned itcr^s, namely, cajntal, deposits, 
or notes, increase, the other two leinuiniug 
fixed, in the*sa.. ;rec must the sum run¬ 
ning at interest incieay, proviiled the cash 
arfd bullion do vary ; and tiiis adaptation 
ofthc%um at ifiTcrest to ihe amount of the 
balances, may be presumcvl to take place 
Without any particular cognizance of the Sub¬ 
ject by the directors, who make a profitab]|p 
use of the balances, by consenting so far to 
satisfy the current denianda#4br^iscount, or 
by maVihg such loans to government/or 
'buying such number of^exchequer blMs, or 
other^curiiics, as may suffice to inaintafti in 
circ • atiun tlft accustomedquautity tjf notes. 
Voi.,*iX,—^ ^ ■/' 


[xcviii 

— ' 

—Itws impossible therefore to admit, that me 
(bank have no means ftf jilacing out at interest 
'the whofe of the large sums which consti utc 
the government balunccs^^ I’hose br* an cs 
are lent at interest, becaw a demmd for 
|oans to this extent cannot^ail to arise out of 
th<i natural demand foi the accustomed quan¬ 
tity ot notes. The bank have no property 
of ai^ mdhicut lying dead, cash and bullion 
cxccjited: they {losscss indeed pTOf)erty in 
builaings, but these are stated in the evidence 
to have been paid fitr as they w«rc erected, 
out of their current profits, and constitute no 
article in their accounts. ^ Unless, therefore, 
they have a sum at interest applicable, to» 
getner with the cash and bullion, to thu pur¬ 
pose of answering the demands of those who 
Iftve deposits in their hands, they have not 
assets necessary to satisfy the three classes o£ 
ciaimanls^diichhave been m«ntioncd^i- 7 -yout 
committee cannot allow the validity of an 
argument which is to be foun'^ in the evidence, 
against the profit derived from the balances, 

: that the bank do not w ish to enlarge the scale 
of their business, and that it is their custom 
to suppress, rather than encourage, the de¬ 
mand for their flutes, nor can it bs^dmilte^l 
as a geneial proposition, tljat their notes foini 
the criterion of tht:ir pi ofits. Since these Jia- 
lanrcs are placed in their hands without in« 
tercst, and are then lent out at ffiterest, thev 
must unquestionably be considered as en¬ 
larging the .scale, not meiely of their business, 
but cf fheir* profits. That the amount of 
not“S is one criteritfii, and is a inosf’impor- , 
taut source of their profits, is undoubtedly 
true,-but it is e'qually true that the amount 
■of baKinces is another; and although the 
careful liiiiitatioii of the circulating^paper is 
an act of prudence, thcjialanccs. cannot bft 
considered as affected by such limitation; 
nof can it be inferred, from the propriety of 
limiting the prfi)cr,*that there exists any si¬ 
milar occasion for restricting the other brani». 
ches of the lnisiness»of the banl^. 

The j>n'(luctoc,»iiiality of flic floating balances 
is I'DiifiimeJ by statement prcsentcHl by the 
b«nk itM’lf t" tlic secret coromirtec of the bouse 
of lords 111 (jiagc 13-2). Viom Ibcnce it ap- 

nears. that the bank-notes were/ on the 25th ofrFe- 

bruary, 1747.X. 8, 640,850 

and the “ drawing accounts* • . 

(oi depo'^ifl oecouiits) and 
“audit roll” (oi* unclaimed 
dividends, S-c.) . • . • . ■ 5,140,1»>0 

And^the “surplus” (or wudiyi- , • 

* ded pp»fil ot’thc.bank) which ^ 

was of the nature of addi- * , 

tiooul capital '. , • • • • 3,R26,9M 

* • ' • 

, .. Making together vq 11,597.280 
This debit side of the accovintj 
thi total sum Uufc bfltlvto th« bank proprietor 

‘ S 
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»n(f others on the 25th of February, 
with the exception of ^ 1 ,G8(>,B00/^. capital 
lent to ffovernmert, which wus iulvertcd to 
only at the toot oMe stdtement. I’hc cre lit 
side of the accoAt enumerated the crfVcis 
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rived front the issue of one ami two pound 
jsnotes, amounting to 4 , 287 , 960 /. on ^he 1st 
pot' Febt^iary last, may be expected If^ cease 
wh’enevcr the payment of r...sb shall have Iven 
resumed.—The next point to be cnnsfclcred 


^amounting to the wme sum of I7|597,‘’80/.u is whether any of the public Inihinccs nnsiy 
applicable to the pay^fjent of that dci>tr| safely admit of dimimMioii ? *'rhr).s^iinder 


— I'licsc assets were stated to consist of*’' ad¬ 
vances on go\crnment securities,*’ viz* on 
“land and malt," on“cxchequci bil’s,&c.” 
** bills disc^ounted, Ac.” and “ c;»sh*and 
bullion.” •Supposing therefore the amount 
of surplus ca|>itui und b^>k notes on the debit 
side, and the cash^and bullion on the credit 
side, to continue stationary, tjic amount of 
the otlier articles on the credit side (all ol 
them articles prwUvring interest), must iie- 
ccsstfrily fluctuate in exact correspondence 
with every fluctuation of the dep sits ; anti 
in ca5(«motbe» statement, formed in the sanu* 
manner as that presented in wcie now 

to be made out, the suin of cl 

notfs having bren augmented to 1 • , 3 ‘,n/ 

and the sum “of 5,150,000/. of dcjM-isit'- 
having risen probably to about 1:1 or J 4 mil¬ 
lions, there would unquestionably be an in¬ 
crease o^about H) or 17 mJ^lions ruiming at 
intcreslrlo be staged Ifn the other dde, *If 
ducting whatever may have been added to the 
cash and bullion since February 17f7.— Tlic 
annual and ternjK)r.iry bonus of fne per r^nt. 
which the bank have for some .sun es^-ivc 


the first head, m^elv, the balance^ which 
are lodged in tlicWiTik by officers iit the rc- 
ceijit of revenue, which make weekly pay- 
tnents o; fheir cash*into the Lxchcq«cr, evi¬ 
dently luhiiit of no,reduction.—Some few of 
the balances under tlic .second head, which 
belong to offio's of large cxj>cnditurc, may 
perhaps he dirniivshed ' by tiie more careful 
application of an economical princi^ile lately 
Intiodii^d, that of occasioually furnibhinsio 
j the heads of certain olJices, exchequer bills 
instead of money, which hills arc sold in the 
maikit in the quantltiis, and at the times 
u liirh the imined'.itc occasions of the oHice 
r(nu!'*<‘, and therefore diminish the necessity 
of maintaining large balanc s in cash.—The 
ha! iiic.’^ in the liank, under the third head, 
of iinrlamied dividends, apj)e;H'to )mur com¬ 
mittee to admit of rcducu ou. T'hesc hj|^l.in- 
have been already npresented as less by 
37t',7.'J;'/. than tlu* gro'-s arnomit -it which 
tht y ale^i^e^ hv the hank, !>ecause, in con- 
‘ equen/*; of rlie .u t pas^i <1 m 1 “9 1 , C. .5,5, that 
sum rcitiaiMS i,, the j>b*-«'-s«'iou <»f the pid.'hc, 
o\ii of the *i'io,<u)0/. advan(*ttd rogimtdlj by 


years added to their act ustomed dixidna c oj the bank, bill ic.illv t 'ken out of^l^^* .un- 
sev’cn tier cent, and the recent huicrtuujtntion clait’.t^ divic'i nds,^ wIm I were iben, foV tho 
. of tbeif regular divideiuls to ten pet ct iit. c\- ; first time, bni 'gln undiT the notice of par-' 
elusive of projierty tax ; the rbd ulso oflhc liament and made jippl.ciil% to the pnbbc scr- 
nuirket price of ibcir stoeV, •wlii- h ^ aviuL^ i ^icr*. It seem® mhaveb»euan unintentional 
dd in 1 ifOO from 1 5iii. to 1 72 A per cebr. novV 


sold in 1 ifOO trom i 5U/. to 172 '. p 
sclls,at 230/. arc strong cirruniNta^K e 


U> I 0*1- 


onii^sion in fiamiug that staiutc, that no pro¬ 
vision was made Vm making up dctirienrics 


firmationoflhc lacge increase ol tla p* i to the public, a« well iP to ihe bank, when- 

This increase e.mnot bcacccnnited lor l>v air, '•ever ilie whole sum of such net I.iimed divi- 
inat< rial aui.,intiitation of the lelvani.i*;' ♦ lic- ! denils miglit rbe above, as well as whenever 
rived fiom the miuiagf'if.cnt td theii owi ca- ; it should fall below (lie stipulated amount of 
pita), nor from that p.irt rd* tlieir Im.-ine^s «'fy),00()/.; and if*itshouldbeju<’gedexjK‘dient 
which ihcyltansactas tfriukois to indivuliuile, tovontiuue and pursue the p incipk of that 
(a jiart indeed at all t n#cs romparativelv act, it should be amended viith a view to this 
small in its amount); for althtcugh the nuin -1 objedt; and the usual rimoiint of unclaimed 
ber of persons having accounts open \\ith the d.vidends being ascertfined^ it*may be iit to 
b»nk, has been lately much increased, the apply to the publii^enk^e .according to the 

same regulations, v^ateyer may probabl]^ be 
the siir])lus abov^ the 100^00/, wlTich was 
intended at all times to.remain in the bank, 
■('he sum, which, on the score of those divi- 
Idcnds, may be now applied to the pqjjlic 
^service, is certainly not less than 428 , 2 ^ 1 /. 
in addition*ttAthe , 376 , 739 ^* making in all 
800,600/. The unclaimed divide Alls in the 
h^fls of the bank, amounted^ at that |^riod 
or the year 1866 , at which they w^rc the 
iowe.^(, namely/ on the 8th of July^ te 


floating balances on those arcouna$ are khc^n 
Vi be In general very small,, most of the ac¬ 
counts being kept opcia only for the sake of 
. the opportunity \^hich they afl’ord ofboiTOw- 
in« in discount. The extap^on 

^kithej of loans to government, or «)f discounts 
*to the merchanis, or of both, is the necessary 
effect of the augmentation of the government 
deposits, and it is to the largeness of th^ de- 
I 'ponts^hat the increased ptofits ought ^ be 
referred,—-The gain wl3ch*the bankbavf d^ 
•• - * 
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99(5,573^ and at the lowest i^erioil • of some I quarter, and a similar reduction in the^* 
antecedent ^cars, they have not fallen below Iturc* balances of the ,commissioners for th^r*- 
900 , 0 (^ 0 /. -The followiui; mode of diminisli-Jj-reductina of the national debt lodged in the 

ing the c^sh balances under‘the louith head' • » • . - • 1 r - 

(of the comntissioners for the reduction of 
the national debt), and under the fifth head 
(of cj^hequer moiiev), has suggested itself to 
your committee.—A large j^art of the sum ;n 
the cxchc({uer is dcstlnui^k} be paid on the 


four quarter-days to the commissioners tor re¬ 
ducing the national debt,Jor dividends on ip- 
deemedtleht sUnding in their iiaincs, and for 
jinking fund ; and the sum* so received hv 
the commi-sioners famouniiiitf now to above 
t wo inilhons qiiaiterLv), is emjdoyed in the 
])urciiusc of fcti»rk in equal portions on all the 
transfer 4lii)S of the siu ceeding c\u;q;ter, Jt 
seerns cx)»edicnt, that to a portion ortnissiirn 
an ccononnral piiiu iplc shoul<l be applied. 
It may be infcrre<l fiom thcj)aj»ei' ■iscrtc^l in 
the ap])einhx, and fnnn the annexed evidence, 
that hy the middle of each quarter a sum of 
more tliun one ntillion is alwa)^ nominally 
in the oxchcquei, and actually in {he Hank, 
which is^ap, JicahIr* ai the end of th? quarter 
to the I'Uipose of* paying the sum then clue 
to the cominissioneis for rediicin:^ the nation¬ 
al clcfrt.- Vour commute, ihcrefoie, recom- 
iiiond tliut ‘tTlc sum of about ong million 
should be issued in the middle of the next, or 
of some suhsc^quent quarter, to the ^oiiunis- 
moiKMs, to be ap]>li-d !>y thon to the olijfCt 
of buying up srock in Itie course of some 
sut^tjA'ding montlis, in acldilion lo^^^rc- 
^giilar and acenstomnt purchases. d'hc 
^ ouars of (air)inj^ on tiic icgular [lurch.ises 
will lie fill n^liccf b\ issuing to tlic coininis- 
sionffs, on tlic (juaitniilay suhse<|ucnt U> 
the issue of the million,.a sum less hv one 
million than that* which* would have been 
paiil to them according to the accustonic 1, 
cuir<p,aud hy issuing u liutlicr million six 
weeks after that cpiauci-day, by which lime 
the exchci|iu*r will be ubje to supply il. 
Assuming that tlie same mode o| issuing 
;9ll sums due to the comm<ssioiuTS at bulf- 
cpiartcity, instead of quarterly periods^ may 
continue, the, eff'oe*^ ^f the propo-ed mea¬ 
sure will be to give, in the year in wliicli 
it iis to ti^ke pjucv*, a Acar million sterling 
to the jinking &Mitl, by ^le apjdication ol 
which, In that year, annuities amounting to 
nearly AOUjOGO?. pet'annum may be bought 
up, the other operations of the sinking fund 
coAtinuing precisely as before. In conse-^ 
qifince ol* the application ,this • extra 
million.to the extinction of debt, *these 
must^bck a reduction of (me million 14 all 
futurej)alances of the exchequer money\n 
the bank, during the lost si^ weeks of every. 


bank during the first six weeks of every 
quarter. A reduction to’^is extent is prac¬ 
ticable at present- and qjmrther reductioa 
j^iiay, on similar principles, be made at any 
future period, when the increased amount of 
the ^hikhig fund, and of the balances of 
Cash in the hands of the commissioners* 
shall afl'ord similar reasons for repeating the 
same operation. % this auticination, the 
exchccpicr money destined to pay the sum 
due to tlic coinm^‘<bner 8 of the sinking 
fund, would not be •diverted from its 
oiigiual purj^ose, but a portion of it would 
be ajiplied somewhat earlier to that very 
< 4 )ject, and in addition^to the original ^sura, 
and the publx creditor must unquestionably 
be benefited by such an auginentStion of. the 
sinking fund.—If the preceding projtosition 
should be deemed liable to oVqcction on ac¬ 
count of the preference, so far as respects 
one million, which is propoyd o be given 
to the commissioners for the sinking fund, 
over the general body of stockholders, the 
objeciipn may be removed, by giving to the 
stockholders u preference to which tU^ are not 
now entitled, as a coftipensation, empower¬ 
ing them to receive on the quarter-day 'flie 
whole of their dividends on st#ck, antece¬ 
dently to tlic issue of any dividends on the 
stock of the commissioners.—Such l>eing 
the genval state of the connection between 
the public and the kunk,- it becomes-an ob- 
jeqt ofconvderation, in the last place, what 
liave been thf transactions between them 
since year 178 (>? These are,.first, the 
statute <KJ791 ; secondly, the renewal of 
the charter^in 1800 ; and thirdly, thft ajjrce- . 
nifnt for die loan of .1,0(1b,00o/, In 180b** 
—l^irst, Tlie act of c. 33, authorized 

the bank to aiWance 500,000/. without in¬ 
terest, Ibr the service of the public, which 
c.ime in fact, as has .been already explained* 
out of the uncLtiyeddividerids, Dutin conse¬ 
quence of .the second clause for repayment* 
in tase of a deficiency, the sum remaining 
in the hands of the public, isjiot more thvi 
37li,73j)/. ^lerc being no provision for in- 
crAisiiig it after the diminution had once<takeif 
place, it was a further enactment of this sta¬ 
tute, that the allowan^ for managing the 
debt should continue at the rate 0^450/. per 
mfllilJn ; und it is observable, that this -s the-^ 
only statute which contains any distinct sti- • 
pulajion upon that point.—'The committee 
on Finance in 1797 distinguished the debt 
created subsequent to 1791) fron^ 
which Js within the obligation of Aiis'act, 


• ^ 



icfli] 

remarking expressly, that ** Since |hat 
year the case is ditFerenl, anti no such stipu¬ 
lations exist. All the subsequent l6an act' , 
and those for fun<^ng exchequer, nuvy, ami 
victaalling bills,Jtve left the contract o|>un. 
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any such comj'ensation as should be reas('^ 
able.*’—Sec*>iidly, bw the act 40 Geo. 111. 
c. 28. the bank charter was centiftut'd vntil 
1st August 1833, on condition of three mil¬ 
lions being advanced for the public service, 
Without injerest for si;p years eliding itb 
April 18o6*: the sole right oi bnnk’t.g as a 
corporate body, and the other privileges, are 
fully recited and confirmed ; but nothing is 
exp'cssly stipulated with regard to the rate 
ofallowance for manggingthc debt —The cir¬ 
cumstances attending this negociation are re» 

* lated In the evidence of Mr. Thornton, who 
was’at.tliiit tim^governoT of the bank, and 
from whom the suggestion of renewin^r dv 
charter originally came. He slates, that t. c 
various s< urces from which the bank derive 
profit, in consequence their exclusive pn 
▼ilenfc, and of theirbomiex o«i with govern- 
me.it,' were enumerated by Mr. Pitt, who 
made a ^aim on the part oP the publ.c for a 
direct jfirticipatiop iii^the profit", accoiding 
to fixed proporti m ; and that th * claim, 
though not admitted in its foil extent by hiifi- 
self on thc*part of the company, was ult- 
maiely agreed .o; t a culcu ation was 
formed upi*n the l>asisofsuch paitiripation ; 
and that the mtercs of three mdiiims, for 

, six veal's, was given to fiic public as the fair 
result. 'J’he authoriiy therefore of Mr. pjit, 
and the consent of the then* governor of the 
bank, established a general principfow par* 
ticipatiqn in those profits of the which 

•'arise from their exclusive privilege, and 
from the balances of public money in tlicir 
hands, and whether the participation beaup- 
posed to be in the fixed prftportion of 1-4 
1-3 or 1-2, it cannot fail to be extremely 
considerably Jn one of the conversa¬ 
tions upon this subject, it#.appcars to have 
bccndistinctly assumed on one bideiandtojiavc 
been admitted on the other, that the govefn- 
xnent balances* in the bank which were 
drawn from the exchequer (estimated tl^en 
by My. Pirt, as they nearly were, at two 
millions and a hajfonan averagc>, and the 
growing balances of*the commissioners for 
thetsinl^ng fund, were productive of f^ofit, 
^nd ap expectation is said'to have ^een given, 
'that they should not be withdrawn from the 
bank without compensation. The produc¬ 
tive quality of some of the governmegt ba- 

* lancesdifing admitted, it is not easy to con- 

* «eivc that the bank hav£ any method,«ei^ept 


that of iricfcasing their cash and bullion, of 
preventing the productive quality of tllC same 
ialancpf when enlarged to the exteat that 
they now are, or of other balances which 
have been added. Tlic circumstance df the 


xeserving a powe^o treasury to make 1 l>ank gai-iing a profit by the management of 

_______ ___Wil ^ I 


the public debt, appeara^ohavc*been ir»sonic 
degree advci ted to ; but the propriety of^hc 
ntte of allowan ^ « <h en subsisting yid not 
come parriculatly under consideration. The 
documents necosarv to foini a corjpet opi¬ 
nion upon the complicated concerns of this 
extensive were probably not fully 

before cither of the two parties at the time of 
this agreement; it \» obvious, that they 
cannot be collected without considerable and 
detailed investigation, nor digcsicd*without 
industry and attention; and the pressure of 
other duties may well account for a want of 
leisure fdt so luboiious a res< arcli at the pe¬ 
riod of tne renewal of the charter. 'Tiiq 
other balances of public money do not a|)- 
pcar to ha*c entered into Mr. Pill’s c.dcu- 
lation, as i hey were-at tiiat lime of trifling 
amoiint,*and thepiobabiUiy .tny such in¬ 
crease us has actually, taken place in the ba- 
I.inccs'drawn from the exchequer, in conse¬ 
quence of the great aiigmentatigu of r(!\er-ue 
(an iucraase from an av rage sum of 2? mil¬ 
lions to an averijre sum of five or six mil¬ 
lions) Wtts not adverted to, and c.in hatdly 
be supposed to have been m contepii>lati»vn. 
Supposing all the suggeslioi.s wh.ch vour 
coiiu.vfo/ec have made with a view'^Mii- 
mini^hing the balances m tlie bank to be 
ad(»[jted, the amount ot bakincc^ still remain¬ 
ing will probably more than doubU: the 
amount ol those wiiicb existed in JKOO, or 
which could ihen becoutemplatetl lu. likely to 
existat this time; .and therulore, jt t!if inten¬ 
tion of .Mr. Pitt not to withdraw tlie balances 
of exchequer rnonev, or tiiose arising fioiii 
the accumiilaiion of the then cxistingsinking 
tund, without i cfmpeiuation, should be ad- 
heirtliOjthat intention will not be frustrated, 
the unex[X‘ctcd enlargeraent^of the same ba*- 
lanceJl, and the addition of so many others, 
forming much more •llTaft compensation in 
question. Thirdly-the .last agreement w'lth 
the bank which it w ul be fteecssary tq notltv’, 
was in 1801), 4(1 ^TCo. 4l, u4icn the 

three millions, w hich ought to have been re¬ 
paid on the 5tb of April, w'ere continued as a 
loan to the public until six months afterjhe 
^ratification of a definitive tfcaly of j>cace,, at 
an interest*0^3/. percent, wfoich is to be 
considered as a gift of 60,OOO/. per abnum, so 
lon^ as the war continues. Whether this 
ba^ain was concluded upon an examhiation 
sumci^Uy comprehensive o^thc general sU 



PAH.L» PAPRRS.—C<m2fBi7/etf <jf WitutHcf* 

* • • 

tuation of the bank, is not now the question ; be considered as an intended compensati 
but A.C transaction is most i™t^rial in aiio- part for the beiieiit which the, bank denie 
ther vieW) as it evinces thj^tlie agreement tiom tht use of public money. 3d,—A sun 
made in 18W0, was not co^sicliTcd cithei' by ol tliice millions was lent^o j^overnmentj as 
•thost who acted ujxm thep^rt of the jjublic, lias b en already stii.ed,^Ctliout interest, for 
noi by the bank directn.rs themselves, as ii six ye.iis fiom 1800, asJimc price of the re¬ 
bar Of^ainst further^jarticipation, wlienevi r' newal o! the bank cliarttr ; and it was ag;«ed 
the increase of their |)ro!its derived from the in* 1800', tint the same should be sent at 3/. 
ptihlicf and the circnwst fft tces of public af- per ecnt.sdurinj; the continuance of the war, 
Jairs, raijjht, upon similar principles, make Another direct advantage derived to the pub- 
such a^laim reasonable and expiMlient. AT- lie consists ii, the receipt at the bank, of the 
ter a summary recapitulation of the advan- pioperty tax upor* the <lividcqds, and the 

tdges which the bank df'rlvc'from their char- prompt jiayment of it into the exchequer, 
ter, and from their cpriiicction With the pub- without clurge, 8r extra allowance; by 
lie, it will bfe proper to cnomerale the bcnc- whif.h means all delay i? obviated in the col- 
fits which the public receive fioin them in lection of a furge portion of the war taxes, 
i-eturn.* 1st, A large |iro;it on t!.*manape- and the ex[>cncc of officers is saved. The 
mem of iho public tlebt iscnjoyetl by the *tock transferred to ttic commissioners for 
bank; and, 2dly, the interest yrjsing'from reiiucing the national debt, and onacco^int* 
between II and l ^ millions of government ol tne r^emptiori o^land-t^^x, charged 

balances lyiiij; in ’heir bands. 3 !ly, They bs the bank with any allowance fur manage- 
Ijave whatever p-ofit is tb be derived mmt ; uhic'n two sums •amount to about 
from their paper circulation, i^noiinting to 1 84-,(>O0,0fh)/. exclusive of South-Sea annul- 
16 , 621 , 390 / the issm‘ of.which results fiom tle.««. The j'racticc of makiiigadvanec^upoa 
the exclusive powers given to* them fy certain iiiStulinents bf the public loans, on the 
their chaiter. It may be remarked, how- secirity of the receipts, is a* considerable ao 
cver, that it is a circulation of which they ^comijiodation tn the subscribers, ^d enablei 
carefully .\i^nit the amount, and on account govcmmi ntto contract tpr loans u^n terms 
of which, as well as with a vicwwto the ge- somewhat more advantageous than could be 
neral demands ol the state, they are subject Hone if that lacility were not afforded. *^he 
to the burthea of ordinarily mairilaining « Bank, however, rcceivein rettirn the legal 
lari:e stock of .sh and luiUiou, and of pro- rate of interest, as they do also upon all trans- 
viding, except '*uring the suspensitin of pay- actions with the government, except those'al- 
limits in (Xtsh, all the gold and £ii«g r used ready itoted. Tlic accommodations derived 
for the coinage of mohey. I’hc advantages by the public fr(#n ilif conmxion-with the 
which government, on the part of the pub- bank, hasre been carried, in some years, to a 
lie, receives in return, arc the following: verjL large aaicAmt; and it must always be ^ 
1st,—The capital .(l‘l,ti36,000/.) of th&lcorifflicred as an object of the greatest conse- 
bank is lent to the ptiblic at the rate ofjqucnc^^) maintain the permanence of an 
^5/. percent. 'The benclit dcriveil from this establishment of such ^rulence an*d *crcdit^ 
Joan, amounting at present to 2nj,7-0/# is which, by the judicious conduct of its own 
^not Slated in the annexed evidence, as ijn- affairs, has contributed so materially to extend 
ving been particnilarly adverted to in the con- the coinfnero*al prosperity, and to maintatm 
versations which took place between Mr. the public faith of the country. Yourcom- 
Pittaetd the governor of the bank, on tke oc- mittee cannot conclude their report without 
caslon of the^rcnewal of the chaiter, but the Tiraring testimqpy to the •favourable disprwi- 
contmuance of this benefit to the public is tion so often manifested on the part ol the 
secured by th^att. 2d,—Advances are tjank fow^ards the public service; and thqr 
made to the extent 2,750,000/- upon tiic entertain no doubt of the ^me reatlinqps to^ 
pnnual ttland aifti taxes, or the duties accede any equitable arrangement that 

substituted, rf^an interest of 4/.’t)cr cent, ^nay be proposed und«r the present circutn-,_ 
The established custom of lending to this ox- stances, ^ 

(entj at a moderate interest, must undoubtedly 
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